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William Parr of Kendal: Part II, 1471-1483

By SUSAN E. JAMES, Ph.D. (Cantab.)

B

ETWEEN 1471-1483, except for the English expedition to France in 1475 and
the disintegration of border conditions in the last few years of Edward IV's
reign, neither the nation nor the Parrs of Kendal were troubled with the violent
upheavals that had marked English politics since the 1450s. Sir William Parr was
free to build up his estates in the north and his younger brother, Sir John Parr, to
establish his own base of power in London.
After Edward IV's triumphal entry into London on 21 May 1471 following the
decisive battle of Tewkesbu ry , rewards for the loyal men who had supported this
personal readoption of the throne were quick in coming. By June, the king had
appointed Sir William Parr the comptroller of his household. The following month,
Sir John Parr was appointed constable of Kenilworth Castle, apparently the first step
in an attempt to establish him as a royal servant in Warwickshire.' On the same day
as Sir John Parr's appointment, 11 July, he and Sir William were granted the
lordships of a chain of northern castles and attached holdings that had once been
Clifford possessions and more recently had belonged to the Earl of Warwick. 2 These
included the castles of Pendragon, Brough, Appleby and Brougham, and lands in
Mallerstang, Whinfell (where John Parr was forester), and Kirkby Stephen. The
castles of Brough, Appleby, Brougham and Pendragon were links in a chain of
northern defence castles which ran across England, from Richmond Castle in
Yorkshire to the east, to Barnard Castle in Durham, and then roughly north-west to
Cockermouth in Cumbria. It was a symbolic grant in a way, this placing of a portion
of the northern defences in the hands of the Parrs. The king expected them to help
hold the area loyal to him. But this was not a grant without drawbacks. In 1403,
Brougham Castle had been described as "worth nothing because it lieth waste by
reason of the destruction of the Scots and ... the whole profit of the demesne is not
sufficient for the reparation and safe-keeping of the castle." 3 Edward may have
expected the Parrs to put the castles into some so rt of order, using the profits from
the lands attached to the lordships mentioned in their patent to do so. The actual
keeping of these castles, however, would have been entrusted to deputies, for both
brothers were too busy during these years, at court and on other royal business, to
occupy themselves much with their new acquisitions.
The grant of 11 July of the Clifford castles was only a preamble to the royal
reward given to the Parr brothers nine days later on 20 July. 4 The fine hand of Parr
ambition coupled with the generosity of a newly re-established king can be seen in
the Parrs' acquisition of an interest in that portion of the old barony of Kendal
known as the Richmond Fee. Sir William Parr held by inheritance one-quarter of the
barony. The half-portion of the barony known as the Richmond Fee was held in
1471 by three people. The king's mother-in-law, Jacquetta, Lady Rivers and
dowager Duchess of Bedford, held one-third of the Richmond Fee as her dower
from her first husband, John, Duke of Bedford. The remaining two-thirds were held
under royal grant by Sir Henry Stafford and his wife, Margaret Beaufort, the
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dowager Countess of Richmond. No doubt at Sir William Parr's request and with
the king's goodwill, Stafford and his wife were persuaded (in fact, they probably had
little choice), to lease their portion of the Fee to the Parrs and their five appointees.
These five appointees included the_husbands of three of Sir William Parr's sisters.
They were Elizabeth Parr's husband, Sir Christopher Moresby, Agnes Parr's
husband, Sir Thomas Strickland, and Anne Parr's husband, William Harrington.
The other two were Sir John Pilkington of Chevet Hall, Yorkshire, 5 a member of the
king's household, and Thomas Metcalfe of the prolific Metcalfe family of Nappa
near Middleham in Yorkshire, a family with strong Neville connections. This Parr
consortium was to pay the Staffords £190 yearly for lands which must surely have
brought in a great deal more. Four months later, on 25 November, the king
substantially broadened the grant by making Sir William Parr and his male
descendants the reversionary heirs of the entire Richmond Fee on the deaths of Lady
Margaret Beaufort, 6 and Jacquetta, Lady Rivers.? Should William Parr die without a
male heir, Sir John Parr and his sons were to inherit.
For the first time since the Parrs had established themselves at Kendal, they were
now in control of and reversionary heirs to three-quarters of the original barony of
Kendal. In 1414, the barony had been raised to an earldom based on a moiety of the
original baronial lands, the Richmond Fee. During Edward IV's reign, however, the
earldom was in abeyance. There could have been very little doubt in William Parr's
mind that his royal master would ultimately grant him the missing quarter of the
barony or failing that, lands of equal value, and thus finally reunite the entire barony
in the hands of the Parr family. This tantalizing vision of a reunified barony and a
title to go with it must have been highly satisfying to William Parr, who was realistic
enough to realize that Edward would probably not raise him to an earldom even
though the original barony had been so raised. But a title, any title, that went with
Parr's expanded expectations continued to elude him. Unfortunately for his
ambitions, he had in a sense missed the boat when titles were being passed out.
Between 1460 and 1470 fifteen peerages were created, among them the Parrs'
cousin, Walter Devereux of Weobley, who became Lord Ferrers of Chartley. The
stress and uncertainty of the times was a key factor in the proliferation of honours
among men on whom the king relied for support, such as Hastings, Herbert and
Howard. But after 1471, a decade of comparative peace caused the king's attitude to
change and promotions to the baronage dropped off dramatically. Thus the Parrs,
with high hopes for a title, hoped in vain. In May of the following year, Jacquetta,
Lady Rivers and dowager Duchess of Bedford, died, and her one-third dower
portion of the Richmond Fee reverted to William Parr, giving him control of more
than half of the original barony. 8 But Margaret of Richmond was not so obliging and
managed to outlive both of the Parrs. In 1485, when Margaret's son, Hen ry of
Richmond, appropriated the throne as Hen ry VII, he rescinded all reversions of land
to which his mother held title including Edward's grant to Sir William. Hen ry VII
was neither the incompetent that Hen ry VI had been, nor the generous patron that
Edward IV had been in the early years of his reign. Sir William Parr's son and heir
was allowed to lease the lands that his father had once thought would become part
of the Parr patrimony, but not until the middle of the sixteenth century did the Parrs
once again have the chance of substantially increasing their holding in southern
Westmorland.

tcwaas_002_1994_vol94_0011

SIR WILLIAM PARR OF KENDAL 107

The most important appointment which Sir William Parr received at the king's
hands in the early 1470s was his designation as comptroller for the royal household
soon after the victory at Tewkesbury, probably in the summer of 1471. Parr
succeeded Sir John Scott of Kent in the office and was to continue, with one break
(1475-1481), as household comptroller until the death of Edward IV in 1483. The
appointment was a prestigious one for a man who, up until May 1471, had fought
for the Earl of Warwick against the king. But it was typical of Edward's generosity
and his eye for talent that Parr got the job. Edward's household was divided roughly
into three spheres regulated by appointed officers who were also generally members
of his inner circle. Sir John Parr at this time controlled one of these spheres as
master of the horse. Given the peripatetic nature of the royal household, its
dependence on horses as its only means of transport, its delight in hawking and the
hunt, this sphere was probably of considerably greater importance than the scanty
survival of records would indicate. As for the household indoors, it fell into two
spheres that Professor Morgan has labelled the domus providencie and the domus
magnificencie. 9 The duties of the former were the commissarial duties of supplying
the larder and the table of the king and accounting for the monies involved in these
activities. The steward was the head of a small, select staff— treasurer, comptroller,'°
cofferer — who controlled the ranks of cooks, clerks, butchers, bakers, washers and
candlemakers who made the king's life comfortable. During Parr's tenure as
comptroller, the stewardship was filled first by Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex,
(1467-1471), and secondly by Thomas, Lord Stanley, (1471-1483), who
coincidentally happened to be Margaret Beaufort's third husband. The domus
magnificencie of the royal household was composed of such compartmentalized
organizations as the Signet Office under the king's secretary, the Jewel House, the
Wardrobe, the minstrels, all under the control of the chamberlain. Under the
chamberlain, too, was the direction of that privileged and high born staff of knights
and esquires for the body whose membership included both Sir William and Sir
John Parr. Thus within weeks of Edward's victory at Tewkesbury, the brothers Parr
had managed to secure for themselves representation and/or control in all three
spheres of the royal household. As master of the horse, comptroller, and knights for
the body, William and John, together, represented a substantial influence within the
royal household.
For all of the men who held these offices, appointment to Edward's household
meant more than just a chance to serve near the king. It was a symbiotic
relationship. Edward increased the influence of his chosen men and their increased
influence buttressed the power of his royal authority. Edward hoped to break the
hold on the shires of older, more independent noble families and to replace them
with men who owed him their careers and whose reliability and fidelity to himself
was unquestioned. Together with men whom the king had raised to the nobility such
as Hastings, Herbert and Howard, was a group made up of knights who belonged to
the county gentry and who were the bedrock of Edward's administration. Sir John
Scott, Sir John Fogge, Sir Thomas Vaughan, Sir John Elrington, Sir Thomas
Montgomery, together with the Parrs, were members of an élite corps which formed
the king's closest affinity, the pool from which government officials, councillors,
ambassadors, admirals and leaders of armies were selected. The development of
special expertise, such as William Parr's negotiating capabilities with the Scots, was
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encouraged. Fierce competition for the fruits of success led to the survival of only
the toughest and the most talented men as the pre-eminent soldiers and civil
servants of the king. They were his servitors at court, his eyes and ears in the
counties, his voice in Parliament. And at all times they were his comrades,
confidants and friends. Edward marked such men out by appointing them to his
household, and his household officials became in a sense an unofficial cabinet that
participated in the day-to-day running of the kingdom." Financially the rewards of a
position in the king's household were great. Not only was there the reservoir of royal
patronage from above to be tapped but there were petitioners from below who were
willing and able to pay a man with access to the king substantial sums for favours
done. Influence at court was a saleable commodity which could be offered at a price
to lesser mortals who were only too happy to buy friends in high places.
Thus William and John Parr, both members of the royal household, found
themselves, in the 1470s, in lucrative and potentially powerful positions. Edward's
household was not large, rarely more than three hundred men, and of these the
innermost circle was even smaller. If John Parr had been closest to the king in the
1460s, William Parr now succeeded him and became one of Edward's most valuable
and most visible servants. During the last decade of Edward's life, William Parr
acted at various times as knight for the body (1471-83), comptroller of the royal
household (1471-75, 1481-83), king's councillor (July 1471—April 1483), 12 a
member of the Duke of Gloucester's council of the north (1471-83), commissioner
to the Scots (1464-82), 13 lieutenant of the West Marches towards Scotland
(1470-83), lieutenant of Carlisle Castle (1470-78?), sheriff of Westmorland
(1475-83) and Cumberland (1471-72), knight of the shire for Parliament
(1472-1475, 1478), commissioner of the peace, of oyer and terminer, of ditches and
dikes, of investigation into fraud in the wool revenues, co-Constable of England
(1482-83), and trustee of the king's last will. In addition, the king offered William
Parr his personal accolade when he chose him, in February 1474, to become a
Knight of the Garter, an honour reserved, particularly between 1471-1483, for
Edward's closest friends. Only two members of the gentry received the Garter
during these years, Sir William Parr and Sir Thomas Montgomery.
The exact income of the brothers Parr during these years is almost impossible to
calculate with any precision. A few things, however, may be said about William
Parr's. From 1471, the first year of his attachment to the king and his household, to
the time of his death in the closing months of 1483, the income of Sir William Parr
increased dramatically. For most of these twelve years, Parr's income came from
three sources. The first was estate revenues from lands in his care which included
lands inherited from his father as well as the Hotham wardship (1461-1482), Colt
and Trusbut lands (1467-76), the Bellingham lands (1463-83), the Pendragon
grant (1471-83), and the income from his various portions of the Richmond Fee.
This would also include profits from wool or dealings in the cloth trade and such
subsidiary income as the Lake Windermere fisheries. Secondly, Parr had the salaries
and perquisites of the assorted offices he held under the king. His third source of
income was from those offices he held in the shires, sheriff of Westmorland
(1475-83), sheriff of Cumberland (1471-72), county commissioner for an
assortment of commissions, and knight of the shire for Parliament. Connected with
a majority of these lands and offices were opportunities to make money through the
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sale of influence and persuasion, through intimidation of tenants and clients and
through extra-legal methods or just plain malfeasance. William Parr was no saint
and like his royal master, he undoubtedly did what he could to supplement his
growing income as opportunities arose. In November 1472, he took the precaution
of buying a pardon for "all offences committed by him and all ... accounts ... due
from him to the king ...", a wording calculated to excuse him from prosecution for
some form of corruption in office. Parr acted with caution in securing his pardon but
corruption in office would not have been of much concern to the king. Parr was the
king's man which allowed him to do more or less as he liked in Kendal so long as his
personal loyalty and service to Edward remained unquestioned.
Given all these sources of income and potential for making more on the side, Parr
must certainly have been one of the better off members of the English gentry. The
exact figures are few, but some light can be shed by what has survived. In 1472,
Parr's Westmorland manors of Beetham and Heslake were worth £40 yearly. Lands
he held in Burton were worth £5 yearly and lands in Lupton, ten marks or £11 a
year. A third of the manor of Wyresdale in Lancashire, which had come to him on
the death of the dowager Duchess of Bedford that same year, was worth £35 in
rents. He also received £133 as lieutenant of the West Marches in peace and £500
in time of war. Thus for a very small portion of his total holdings and the fees of one
office, Parr received £284 in peace-time and £591 during war. This portion of
peace-time income would have amply paid the £190 per year leasehold on Margaret
of Richmond's part of the Richmond Fee, leaving Parr to enjoy the combined
income of three-quarter's of the barony of Kendal unencumbered, in addition to his
other revenues. Although any final figure of yearly income must be a guess, it can at
least be said that Sir William Parr was doing very well for himself.
Marriage was much on the minds of the Parr family during this decade. William,
John, and their youngest sister, Alianore, made splendid matches. Alianore, like her
brother, John, made a marriage away from the north when she wed Sir Henry
Ogard, the son and heir of the exceedingly wealthy Danish knight and courtier, Sir
Andrew Ogard, who had served Henry V's brother, John, Duke of Bedford. The
Ogards lived at Rye House in Hertfordshire, a manor Sir Andrew had bought for
£1,100 and put over 13,000 marks into rebuilding and expanding. Alianore was the
only one of Sir Thomas Parr's daughters to marry out of the north but her marriage
signalled the beginning of a family trend away from northern alliances. During the
next hundred years (1470-1571), only three northern matches were made by
members of the Parr family. 14 Joanna Trusbut, Sir William Parr's wife, whom he
had married in 1467, died in the spring of 1473 after six years of marriage and no
surviving children by Parr. Joanna was laid to rest beside her first husband, Thomas
Colt, at her manor of Roydon in Essex. Joanna's personal estates, inherited from her
grandfather, and the lands of her first husband now came into wardship due to the
minority of her son, nine-year-old John Colt. It was a foregone conclusion that Parr,
as both Colt's stepfather and the king's close friend, would be granted his
wardship. 15 John Colt's inheritance was useful to Parr, who spent a far greater pa rt
of his time in the south during the years of 1471-75 as a consequence of his growing
importance in Edward's inner circle. He had made Netherhall, the principal seat of
the Colts, his residence and no doubt wanted to hold onto it.
In 1474, the year following Joanna Parr's death, Sir William contracted a second
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marriage that was to have overwhelming consequences for the fortunes of his
descendants. The late Earl of Warwick's sister, Alice, so like her brother in character
and temperament, greed and ambition, had six daughters and five sons by her
husband, Henry Fitzhugh, Lord Fitzhugh of Ravensworth in Yorkshire. Lord
Fitzhugh, a lukewarm Lancastrian and part-time Warwick supporter, an ineffectual
character next to his domineering wife, 16 died on 8 June 1472, leaving Alice to
provide for a handful of unmarried daughters. The Fitzhughs were heir to extensive
estates, principally in Yorkshire, and in addition to this they were royal relatives.
Alice was the sister of Cecily Neville, mother of Edward IV, as well as aunt to the
Duchesses of Clarence and Gloucester. Her daughters, although not major
heiresses, were impeccably connected. Time would render Lady Fitzhugh's eldest
daughter, Alice, and her third daughter, Elizabeth, heirs to the entire Fitzhugh
estate, but in 1474, it was twelve-year-old Elizabeth's family connections which
probably appealed to the forty-year-old widower, William Parr. With his marriage to
Elizabeth Fitzhugh in 1474, Parr became cousin to the king.
Sir John Parr was thirty-nine in the spring of 1475. He had had a busy, active life,
was in the king's favour and a close companion of William, Lord Hastings. His older
brother, William, twice married and well into middle age, had as yet no living
children, thus John Parr and his two-year-old son were his brother's heirs. On the
first of April 1475, John Parr was with the king at Sandwich, alive and, as his many
activities indicate, in good health. By the first of June, he was dead. It seems likely
that John Parr died late in April and his death was one of the factors in William
Parr's resignation from the office of comptroller of the royal household in that
month. On 1 June, Sir John's life interest in the shrievalty of Westmorland was
granted for life to his brother. Sir John died at a critical moment, both for his
brother and for his king. Edward was preparing his armies, "the largest army with
which any English king had ever invaded France", 17 for a full scale invasion of
England's traditional enemy. Edward had intended Sir John to be one of his
captains. 18 For Sir William, his brother's death had added complications, for he was
left to deal with matters, principally the running of the family estates, grants and
offices in the north, which since 1461 and their father's death had been more or less
handled in partnership with his brother. That William felt John's death keenly is
likely. That he felt the heavy weight of added responsibility is implied by the
evidence. It was probably due to his brother's sudden demise that William Parr did
not sail with the king for Calais on 4 July.
During the entire French campaign, which lasted from 4 July when Edward crossed
to Calais until 18 September when he finally took ship for home, Edward's main
difficulty was the erratic behaviour of the Duke of Burgundy. There is little doubt that
"Edward's prime intention on reaching France was to seek a settlement with King
Louis, and to end the whole adventure with profit if not with honour." 19 The last time
that a Parr had accompanied an invading army into France had been a hundred years
before, in 1371, when the first Sir William Parr had followed John of Gaunt into
Aquitaine and returned with a French title and French lands for his pains. 20 This family
history must certainly have been in his great-grandson's mind as the second Sir William
Parr prepared to join Edward in France with the contingent he had been retained to
lead of sixteen men-at-arms and one hundred and forty archers. 21 But before he left
England, he took steps to ensure the safety of his estates should he not return.
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The Crown had struggled since the thirteenth century to control the practice of
enfeoffment to uses, a practice whereby, in the event of his death, a landowner could
nominate a group of trustees who would care for his heir and see to the
administration of his estates. This system very neatly circumvented the royal right to
custody or wardship of the heir and the income from his lands during the heir's
minority and so cut into a rich source of royal revenue. Edward, who like his
predecessors had been unable to stamp out the practice, decided in 1475 to turn it
to his use. In order to encourage participation in his great enterprise, the invasion of
France, he permitted those who would join his army to enfeoff their lands as a
safeguard in case of their death in action. He was quick to use the practice himself,
enfeoffing a number of his most trusted men, Sir William Parr among them, with a
parcel of royal estates whose incomes were to be used toward the execution of his
will. Like his royal master, Parr had a detailed enfeoffment of his own lands drawn
up and in it he named as trustees, George Neville, Archbishop of York, Sir John
Conyers, John Whelpedale, a clerk, and Richard Glebra, Parr's chaplain. This was a
very personal and curious selection. Whelpedale, like Glebra, was probably Parr's
own employee. Sir John Conyers was a long-time Neville retainer and closely
associated with the Yorkshire rising under Robin of Redesdale in 1468. But Parr's
relationship with his appointed senior trustee, George Neville, who was the Earl of
Warwick's last surviving brother, had not always been a happy one. In April 1472,
just three years before Parr's enfeoffment, Edward had unexpectedly placed the
archbishop under arrest at his manor of The Moor in Hertfordshire and shipped him
off to the castle of Hammes near Calais where he was held in confinement. Parr,
together with Sir Thomas Vaughan, Edward's treasurer of the chamber, was sent
down to The Moor to gather up for the king the archbishop's personal treasure,
rumoured to be a rather dazzling hoard of some £20,000. 22 The archbishop
languished in prison two and a half years and had only been out for seven months
when Parr appointed him his principal feoffee. Neville was severely out of favour,
broken in health, with only a year left to live. His great wealth was gone and he had
never been known for his sympathetic character. Yet so strong was the tie of Parr to
the house of Neville that Sir William passed over more obvious choices among
family and friends not bound for France and named George Neville as his principal
trustee. This is a clear example of the emotional ties that bound client family to
patron family over generations and made bastard feudalism a more complicated
connection than a mere exchange of service for money.
Parr enfeoffed his lands on 3 June without naming his heir because, with his
brother's sudden death just weeks before, besides himself, the sole male heir of
Parr's father, Sir Thomas Parr, was Sir John Parr's two-year-old son. On 17 June,
Parr took the further precaution of securing a pardon in his and his young wife's
name as a legal safeguard against possible future trouble over the enfeoffment. 23
With his own affairs squared away, although in the case of the Archbishop of York,
in rather shaky hands, Sir William Parr at last set sail for the wars in France. But the
only war that Parr found going on was the war of nerves between the French king,
the English king and the Duke of Burgundy. Edward had found it easier to deal with
his enemy, Louis XI of France, than with his capricious and unreliable ally, Charles
the Bold of Burgundy. Late in August, nearly two months into the campaign,
Edward was more than eager to end the adventure providing of course that a
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substantive financial incentive was offered by France. Eager to rid himself of an alien
army sitting on French soil, Louis was more than willing to pay for the pleasure of
Edward's immediate departure. There was a flurry of negotiations between the two
kings which the quixotic Duke of Burgundy sought unsuccessfully to block. Louis
not only agreed to Edward's terms but granted a series of generous gifts and
annuities among the English king's closest adherents and advisors. Although English
soldiers gorged and guzzled and roistered in the taverns of Amiens at the French
king's expense, it did not stop the grumbling among the rank and file that for the
greatest army ever to sail from English shores, they had been militarily impotent. No
great battles had been fought; no illustrious victories had been won. No territory had
been taken or spoils divided. There was deep discontent and dissatisfaction with
such an outcome. 24
On 29 August, Edward and Louis met on a specially erected wooden bridge
across the Somme at Picquigny, nine miles down river from Amiens. It was a rainy
Tuesday afternoon. Edward's troops were dressed in full battle array as if to belie
the notion that they were not to be taken seriously as soldiers. The two kings, each
accompanied by twelve close companions, met in the middle of the bridge,
separated only by a wooden lattice. Louis was dressed in a drab, nondescript outfit.
Edward wore the gown of cloth of gold lined with red satin that he had brought from
England perhaps intending to wear it at his coronation at Rheims. The contrast
between the royal styles must have been readily apparent to the twenty-four men
who stood on the bridge with them. Among them was Sir William Parr. 25 The kings
chatted amiably, both of them privately congratulating themselves on victory.
Edward regarded the treaty of Picquigny as a major achievement of his reign and
when he returned home had the scene on the bridge over the Somme carved in oak
as the misericord on the royal seat in his great new chapel of St George's at
Windsor. Louis' head is now missing from the carving, but Edward's hand is still
stretched out, not so much in friendship as in anticipation of the gold that will soon
fill it. It is interesting to speculate that one of the small wooden figures in the carving
solemnly regarding the meeting of the two kings is that of Sir William Parr.
Still intact, the English army returned to Calais and began transshipment to
England during the first week of September. Parr and his men returned to London
to find that public reaction to Edward's financial coup, as set out in the new AngloFrench treaty, was more or less hostile. The general feeling was one of indignation
that the outlay of so much good English gold had had such meagre results. There
had been no great victories, no land conquered, and who knew if the French king
would actually pay the promised royal allowance. For his efforts, Sir William Parr
may not have received the French title and estates his ancestor had received in 1392,
but with Louis' generous gifts and liberal pensions to Edward's favourites in great
supply, he must certainly have brought back from France more than just
disappointed hopes.
For William Parr, the five years following his return from France, 1476-1480, saw
a renewed involvement in affairs of the north. Since 1470, he had been the Duke of
Gloucester's lieutenant in the north-west marches toward Scotland and as
Gloucester's position in Cumbria increased in importance, so did the position of his
lieutenant. Parr had sat on the king's council since Edward's recovery of the throne
in 1471 and had been an important and influential member of his household as well
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as a personal friend. But two events altered the direction of Parr's career in the mid1470s and sent him north more or less permanently once more. These two events
were the death of Sir John Parr, who had been Sir William's co-administrator of the
Kendal lands, in April 1475, and the execution of George, Duke of Clarence, on 18
February 1478. Clarence's death left Richard of Gloucester as the principal heir to
the substantial Neville affinity north of the Trent which the king had perhaps
foolishly left intact. The restored Earl of Northumberland had entered into a private
contract to accept the duke as his natural lord in the north and although
Northumberland retained his paramountcy in the north-east no one was in much
doubt about who held the greater in fl uence, Gloucester or the earl. This
entrenchment and subsequent expansion of Gloucester's position reached its apex in
1482 when the king granted his brother what amounted to an hereditary palatinate
based on Cumberland, Westmorland and any part of south-western Scotland he
might care to capture. This creation followed the 1480 elevation of Gloucester as the
king's lieutenant in the north. By 1482, thus, Edward had created his brother an
unofficial king in a turbulent northern kingdom.
The repercussions of all of this caused Sir William Parr to pull up stakes in the
south, to abandon his comfortable adopted home at Netherhall in Essex and return
to the north to serve the duke. Immediately following Sir John Parr's death, Sir
William had begun to sever various ties in the south. He resigned as comptroller of
Edward's household prior to leaving for France and, on 21 February 1476, he
surrendered the wardship and marriage of his twelve-year-old stepson, John Colt, to
the treasurer of the household, John Elrington, together with the custody of Colt's
southern inheritance. By the time of the Duke of Clarence's execution for treason on
18 February 1478, Parr was re-ensconced at Kendal. This shift back to the north is
reflected in the number of northern commissions on which he served, nearly double
for the years 1475-80, when compared with those on which he sat between
1471-4. 26 Then, too, Parr had fallen heir to the shrievalty of Westmorland at his
brother's death and he exercised its powers under the watchful eye of the Duke of
Gloucester. Parr's principal loyalty, however, was still to the king. By his subsequent
actions during the year 1483, it is apparent that while Sir William served Gloucester
well, so long as Gloucester was his brother's lieutenant, he balked at serving
Gloucester as self-appointed king of England.
Parr's services in the north at this time were varied. He reasserted himself in
Kenda1 27 but he spent a great deal of time in Yorkshire attending meetings of
Gloucester's counci1. 28 There were two situations in the north that caused continual
problems for the king and his lieutenants. They were the chronic and endemic
violence in this area and the escalating conflicts with Scotland after 1478. Edward's
response to shire violence, not only in the north but elsewhere in his kingdom, was
the use of commissions of oyer and terminer. These were specially appointed
commissions made up of men recruited from Edward's household and council table,
reinforced by selected members of the legal profession. Magnates, too, were
appointed and their decisions, if necessary, could be backed up by the force of their
retinues. These special commissions of men, answerable directly to the king, could
be sent into a shire and without fear of favouritism execute a ruthless justice on law
breakers which local commissions of the peace were unable to carry out. William
Parr served on two commissions of oyer and terminer, one appointed on 1 August
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1476 for Cumberland and Westmorland and one in March 1482 for Yorkshire.
Reinforcing the in fl uence of Edward's commissions in the north was the Duke of
Gloucester's council of which Parr was also a member. At the margins of the
kingdom, the people needed to feel that the royal presence was a reality, not merely
a distant symbol in London. The council of the Prince of Wales at Ludlow in the
Welsh Marches and that of the king's brother in the north were tangible proofs of
the king's watchful presence. Sir William Parr could hardly have worried that his
sphere of influence in Cumbria would be diminished by a better enforced system of
justice. Given his stranglehold on the Westmorland shrievalty, his appearance on
both commissions of the peace and oyer and terminer, and his privileged place at
Gloucester's council table, authority in Kendal was left firmly placed in Parr's
hands. This was no accident. Parr was an essential part of Edward's plans to control
the north and he soon became an essential part of Gloucester's attempts to subdue
the Scots.
Sir William Parr's presence as Gloucester's lieutenant was not due solely to his
land holdings in Cumbria. He had become, over two decades of alternate fighting
and negotiation, an expert on Scottish affairs. As early as July 1458, Parr's father, Sir
Thomas, had accompanied the Earl of Salisbury to treat with Scottish
commissioners over border infractions. Sir William had maintained this tradition
with a vengeance. He had spent the first years of Edward's reign fighting the Scots
and from 1464 to 1482 he served on no fewer than eight commissions sent to
negotiate border infractions, treaty infractions and a variety of truces with Scottish
counterparts. So expert was he in "res Scotiae" that in 1482 when a case appeared
before the court of Star Chamber wherein a man named Richard Whele alias
Pierson was charged with being a Scot but claimed to be an Englishman, Parr was
prominent among the councillors in deciding the case. 29 This knowledge and
experience would have been of particular importance to Gloucester who was seeking
to carve as much territory as possible for himself from south-west Scotland. In
addition, the last years of Edward's reign were coloured by a rapidly worsening
relationship between England and its northern neighbour. The Scottish king, who
had maintained an unusually cordial front between October 1474 and December
1478, began to turn a blind eye to a resurgence of raiding and pillaging by Scottish
marauders into northern England. Edward's response to this was a resolution to
invade the offender's kingdom and teach him a lesson by thrashing him soundly. In
November 1480, Edward informed his council at Westminster that he planned to
invade Scotland in the following year but the king could not seem to make up his
mind about a final course of action, and border fighting during the winter of 1481/2
caused much destruction, intensifying the problems brought on by a failed harvest
and a bitter winter. Gloucester raided into Scotland during the spring of 1482 where
he allegedly burned Dum fr ies. With Edward's decision not to lead an army into
Scotland in person, it was Gloucester who became the army's chief commander with
"sundry noble persons" as his lieutenants, including "a noble and valiant knight",
Sir William Parr. 30 By the end of July, Gloucester and his army had marched
unopposed into Edinburgh. But invasion was one thing and occupation another.
With the Scots momentarily at his mercy, Gloucester made an ill-advised, over-hasty
decision to withdraw his troops to Berwick. All that Gloucester had effected was the
capture of Berwick itself, which, as the Croyland Chronicler acerbically stated, "I
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really know not whether to call it gain or loss — for the safe-keeping of Berwick each
year swallows up ten thousand marks ... "31
During the time that Parr was with the Duke of Gloucester in the north, various
of his kinsmen looked to him to promote their careers. Humphrey, Lord Dacre of
Gilsland, a former Lancastrian, had now converted into a loyal Yorkist by virtue of
his marriage to Parr's sister, Mabel. Dacre was chosen to succeed Parr as lieutenant
of Carlisle Castle and served Gloucester alongside his brother-in-law. 32 His son,
Thomas, Lord Dacre, ultimately succeeded to the wardenship of the West Marches
under Henry VII. Another nephew, John Harrington, son of Parr's sister, Anne,
became clerk of Gloucester's council and later advanced to the royal council table
when Gloucester became king. 33 But the kinsman who gained most from the
in fl uence of Parr's position was Sir William's nephew, the eldest son of Parr's sister
Margaret, Richard Radcliffe. Although there is no evidence that Radcliffe first came
to the Duke of Gloucester's notice by virtue of his kinship with the duke's
lieutenant, yet it seems a likely possibility. It was certainly part of the pattern of
nepotism and mutual support among an extended kinship group common in shires
as diverse as Cheshire, Richmondshire and Westmorland. William Parr's sons were
still babies, too young for careers to be a consideration, while his eighteen or so
nephews were mostly grown men eager to exploit whatever relationships they could
to advance themselves. So, during the next reign, where Thomas Dacre succeeded
to Parr's place in the Marches, Radcliffe fell heir to the traditional Parr control of
the Westmorland shrievalty. Radcliffe's father, Thomas, was a retainer of the Percys
and was listed as a devisee in the 1485 will of the fourth Earl of Northumberland. 34
But Richard became a retainer of Gloucester not Percy and this was probably due to
his uncle's influence.
In 1480, as things were hotting up with Scotland, Edward abruptly decided to
bring William Parr south once more. 35 He reinstalled him as comptroller of his
household in November 1481, appointed him to the council table, and on 17
November 1482 named him, together with Sir James Harrington and Sir James
Tyrell, as principal commissioners of a seven-member commission appointed to
exercise the office of Constable of England. 36 These three men and their commission
replaced the Duke of Gloucester in the office as Gloucester was preparing for the
proposed 1483 invasion into Scotland. The office of constable was, during the
second half of Edward's reign, one of utmost importance, and the court associated
with the office, which did not depend on jury verdicts, was particularly useful for
treason trials when it might be difficult to persuade twelve good men and true of the
guilt of the accused. Pan's appointment to the constableship, like his reappointment
to the comptrollership of the royal household was a gesture of royal trust and
friendship and signified a desire on the part of the king to have Parr near him at
court. Edward was suffering during the last years of his reign from ill health and
confused motives. Greed had become his least charming and most outstanding
characteristic. Parr's place in the royal scheme of things veered from active
participation in the invasion of Scotland to a rather passive reassurance of the king,
in London, of continued loyalty and friendship.
Near the end of March 1483, Edward, whose health had been failing, suffered
what appears to have been a stroke. He lingered for ten days, lucid enough to
attempt to reconcile the Woodvilles, in the person of his stepson, the Marquess of
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Dorset, with his household men, represented by William, Lord Hastings. It was a
classic case of too little too late. On Wednesday 9 April 1483, at the age of forty,
Edward died. William Parr was in London near his royal master when he died and
played a major role in the funeral rites which followed. Edward's body lay first at
Westminster Palace and then for eight days at St Stephen's Chapel, Westminster.
On 17 April, the late king was carried to Westminster Abbey where the men who
had been closest to him in life carried out their last obligations to him in death.
John, Lord Howard, carried Edward's personal banner in front of the bier while
William, Lord Hastings, led the mourners who followed behind. Over the bier itself,
"a rich canopy of cloth imperial fringed with gold and blue silk" 37 was raised on
poles carried by Sir William Parr, Sir John Ashley, Sir William Stoner and the king's
brother-in-law, Sir Thomas St Leger. The funeral left Westminster and proceeded
to Sion Abbey, to Eton, and finally to Edward's own great chapel of St George's,
Windsor. There the final masses for the king's soul were said and the last offerings
made. Lord Maltravers and Viscount Berkeley presented the king's shield to the
tomb. A sword, sent by the pope, was offered by Sir John and Sir Thomas
Bourchier. Lords Stanley and Hastings presented the helmet. ". . . and then Sir
William Parr, arrayed in full armour, save that his head was bare, and holding in his
hand an axe, poll downward, rode up to the choir and, after alighting, was escorted
into the church to make his offering as the man of arms . . "38 It is perhaps
significant that William Parr, fresh from the successful invasion of Scotland the
previous summer, was chosen as Edward's man of arms. Parr had proven his
military prowess to the late king when he fought as his enemy on Edgecote field in
1469. Since Parr had first ridden to Edward's support at Doncaster in the spring of
1471, he had fought for his king on the battlefields of England and Scotland and was
prepared to fight for him during the 1475 invasion of France. He had served him, in
his household, at his council table, and on the north-west marches. He had served
him as constable of Carlisle, household comptroller and constable of England. In
exchange for his services, Edward reinforced Parr's already strong position in
Kendal and the north-west. He enriched him with a variety of lucrative offices,
particularly the lieutenancy of the wardenship of the West Marches. He made Parr a
personal friend, granting him the Order of the Garter and other numerous gifts and
tokens of friendship. Since his defection from the Earl of Warwick in May 1471,
Parr had been a major pillar of Edward's northern policy. But the ultimate accolade
of a title eluded Sir William, and with Edward's death, a brief but vicious battle for
the Crown which called Parr's loyalties into question, destroyed any chance of a
barony under the new regime. 39
The Woodvilles's custody of the boy-king, Edward V, put the Duke of Gloucester
in great peril should they keep control of the boy, just as that same custody and its
influence put Edward V in jeopardy should Gloucester's faction win — as indeed it
did. During the early days of Gloucester's struggle with the Woodvilles, a number of
the late king's household men rallied to his support, among them William, Lord
Hastings, and Sir William Parr. These were important allies, and Parr's kinship
connection with the families of the northern shires, who were part of Gloucester's
inherited affinity, made him a key personality that the duke was eager to cultivate.
Support by the northern gentry was as impo rt ant ultimately to Richard as support by
the northern nobility, for it was the gentry who were to provide Richard, as king,
.
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with his most able and loyal servants. The open support of a man such as Sir
William Parr, who was both an influential northerner and an important member of
the household inner circle, was something that the duke set himself to win, and at
first it appears that he succeeded. Parr retained all of his offices including
comptroller of the royal household through the end of April. He was appointed to
the 24 May and the 26 June commissions of the peace for Cumberland. 40 Gloucester
as Lord Protector may also have made a token grant at this time to Parr as an
earnest of things to come. 41 And Gloucester was not the only one pushing Parr to
support his faction against the Woodvilles. It is apparent from the later actions of
Alice, Lady Fitzhugh, that Parr's mother-in-law, aunt to both the Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester, must have been putting pressure on her son-in-law as well.
Parr's support of Gloucester lasted only as long as it appeared the duke was acting in
the interests of Edward IV's son. Parr's ultimate loyalty was to the boy he had sworn
to support and obey, Edward V. When Richard of Gloucester made it known that he
intended to ascend the throne as Richard III and elaborately stage-managed the
judicial murder of William, Lord Hastings, on 13 June, many of the household men,
including Parr, secretly absolved themselves of any loyalty to the new regime. Yet
Parr was a prudent man. It would have been foolishly dangerous, as Hastings' death
had proven, to confront Richard openly. The new king continued, at least through
the month of June, to assume Parr was loyal to him. A list "probably personally
(drawn up) by Richard" 42 of the names of those knights who were to carry a canopy
of double baldachin at his coronation on 26 June included Sir Robe rt Greystoke, Sir
Edmund Hastings, Sir Richard Radcliffe, and Sir William Parr. Richard, however,
did replace Parr about this time as comptroller of the royal household, appointing
Sir Robert Percy in his place.
It appears that, although ample provision had been made by the new king for
Parr, his wife and his redoubtable mother-in-law, to have prominent places at the
royal coronation, only Lady Fitzhugh and Lady Parr appeared. Wardrobe accounts
list seven yards of cloth of gold and silk given to Elizabeth Parr, "by the king's
special gift". Her mother, Alice, Lady Fitzhugh, was given material for a gown of
blue velvet and crimson satin as well as a gown of crimson velvet and white
damask. 43 Lady Fitzhugh was one of seven noble ladies who rode behind the queen
in the coronation procession and Lady Parr was soon appointed lady-in-waiting to
the queen. 44 Her husband, however, was conspicuously absent from the festivities.
Although his name appears on Richard's list of proposed canopy bearers, neither he
nor Sir Robe rt Greystoke appeared. Greystoke had died prior to the coronation and
the only other mention of Parr's presence is on a discredited list which also names
his brother, the long dead Sir John. 45 Although there was allowance from the
wardrobe made for four yards of scarlet for the "comptroller of the king's
household", 46 the name of the comptroller is conspicuously absent and a blank has
been left, indicating Richard was in the process of replacing Parr in the position. In
spite, therefore, of the combined pressure of king and family, William Parr had
decided to withdraw from the hothouse of political intrigue that Richard's cou rt had
become. Without any obvious act of disaffection and perhaps claiming ill-health,
Parr withdrew back to Kendal. While his wife and very probably his children
remained in the south, no doubt on the advice of his formidable mother-in-law, Sir
William took up the role of resident lord of Kendal one last time. That there was no
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clear break with the court party is evidenced by Parr's appointment to the August
commission to assess "certain subsidies and appoint collectors of the same ..." for
Cumberland. 47 Lady Parr and her mother continued to serve and to be closely
identified with the new regime.
Sir William Parr's residence in Kendal during the summer and early autumn of
1483 was the last time that the head of the house of Parr lived at Kendal Castle. For
the Parrs, the days of absentee landlordism were about to arrive and the family
would spend the years of the next century seeking advancement from a variety of
temporary homes in the south. Remote in Kendal, separated from his wife, Parr in
the last days of his life must have viewed the political upheavals with regret. His
entire life had been spent fighting to ensure his own position under a secure kingship
with the promise of a peaceful succession. In the autumn of 1483, the dream seemed
as distant as it had seemed in 1459 when Sir Thomas Parr fled into exile with the
Earl of Salisbu ry . In the forty-nine years of his life, Sir William Parr had seen four
royal usurpations, endless civil war, the near destruction of the aristocracy,
wholesale savaging of lands, crops and livestock due to the violence of the north, and
war with Scotland and France. Only in the last decade of Edward's reign had there
been a semblance of peace, compromised by the invasion of France in 1475 and the
disintegration of relations with Scotland after 1478. And now the cycle seemed to be
beginning all over again. An uneasy usurper sat on a throne won by murder, and
treason and rebellions began to breed once more in the shires of England. Parr had
seen it all before. It was now up to his five-year-old son to make of it what he would.
Sometime in the late autumn of 1483, while Richard III was preparing to face the
series of rebellions which came to be known collectively as "the Duke of
Buckingham's rebellion", Sir William Parr died. 48 He was buried in Kendal Church
in a roughly carved table tomb in the south-east corner of the newly completed Parr
chapel. On one end of the tomb was carved inside a garter the motto of the Order of
the Garter, "Honi soit qui mal y pense", a reminder to all of Kendal of the honour
done to Sir William Parr by Edward IV, recognition of the fact that Parr's
appointment to the Order had been a personal gesture of friendship from the king he
had served so well.
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