ART. XIII - Richard Watson: Westmorland "Statesman"?
By TIMOTHY J. BRAIN, B.A., Ph.D.

"A

T that time the leading person about the Lakes, as regarded rank and station,
mongst whom had any connexion with literature, was Dr Watson, the wellknown Bishop of Llandaff." 1 So wrote Thomas De Quincey in 1809, who, although
obviously more interested in the likes of Cole ri dge and Wordsworth, had taken the
trouble to visit Watson on some five or six occasions. Indeed, any contemporary
observer of the social scene worthy of the name would have been interested in a
character such as the Bishop of Llandaff. The son of a humble village schoolmaster
from Heversham, he had gained a scholarship to Cambridge, risen through the
academic ranks to become first an active and progressive Professor of Chemistry, then
Regius Professor of Divinity, and ultimately Bishop of Llandaff. He inherited a fortune
and could afford to live in wealthy semi-retirement at his elegant mansion, Calgarth
Park, on the shores of Lake Windermere. He had also enjoyed a political and
ecclesiastical career of some considerable controversy, advocating liturgical reform,
increased toleration for Protestant Dissenters and Roman Catholics, and supporting
some radical political causes, such as the American Colonists in the initial years of the
Revolutionary War. Some might conclude that this had all been a remarkable, even
enviable achievement, for a man who had possessed no significant inheritance save his
intelligence and wit. Yet, in Watson's own estimation, it was probably a case of
promise unfulfilled. Despite becoming a bishop in 1782, he was to remain bishop of
one of the Church's poorest dioceses for the remaining thirty-four years of his life,
never gaining promotion to a more prestigious see or the mastership of Trinity
College, Cambridge, both of which he thought he deserved by merit and seniority. 2
Watson's contemporary reputation, although not without its critics, was
substantial, but in the years following his death he suffered vilification as tastes and
expectations began to change. It was a process which began with reviews of his
posthumously published autobiography, Anecdotes of the Life of Richard Watson, was
taken up with relish by Atkinson, in his Worthies of Westmorland, and reached its
fulfilment in the criticism of Victorian ecclesiastical historians. 3 In particular this last
group, themselves influenced by their own attachment to the High Church
movement, saw Watson as epitomising the besetting sins of the Hanoverian Church
— pluralism, absenteeism, toleration, and rationalism.
Since the heat of those controversies has cooled, it has been possible to revisit
Watson's life and career, interpreting them in the context and values of his own
time, a process allied to a reappreciation of the eighteenth-century Church itself. 4 It
is now possible to acknowledge with approval his stand in favour of increased civil
rights for Catholics and Dissenters, his place at the start of the Church reform
movement, which reached its culmination in the Whig reforms of the 1830s, and
even his place in the development of British chemistry as a robust and distinct
academic discipline. Just as it has been possible to reinterpret Watson in the context
of his time, so it is also possible to reinterpret him in the socio-geographical context
of his own background and community — the Westmorland Lakeland.
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PLATE 1. Portrait of Bishop Watson by Romney — reproduced by kind permission of the Master and

Fellows of Trinity College, Cambridge.
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Richard Watson was born in Heversham sometime in August 1737, the third child
of Thomas and Agnes Watson. 5 His father, a clergyman and schoolmaster, was
sixty-five years of age in the year of Richard's birth and had recently retired as
master of the estimable Heversham Grammar School. The young Watson was
brought up in the village, probably at Plumtree Bank, a substantial house close to
the school building. 6 Thomas Watson, in retirement, appears to have had scant
private means. During his working life he appears to have supplemented his school
master's income from his position as minister of Crosscrake Chapel. It is unlikely,
however, that this source yielded much income, and in any case had ceased by 1733
when worship at the chapel ended and it was converted into a school.? The Watsons
were, therefore, what has been reasonably termed, a "poor, but worthy" part of the
local social hierarchy. 8 Yet it was from these inauspicious beginnings that there came
the first important influences for his future career.
As might be reasonably supposed, the examination of these influences starts with
his family, and, in particular, his parents. Of his mother, Agnes Newton before she
married Thomas, little is known, except that Richard later recalled "she was a very
good woman, and I am indebted to her (I mention with filial piety) for imbuing my
young mind with principles of religion, which have never forsaken me". 9 Thomas
Watson, on the other hand, was an old man when his youngest son was but a child,
and Richard, beyond giving a harrowing description of his descent into senile
dementia, does not dwell upon his father's influence in the autobiography he was to
write late in his life. 10 Thomas's precise influence, therefore, can only be guessed at.
Did he give to his son a love of learning and a belief in the reward of merit, both
hallmarks of Richard's own character? There is, of course, no certain answer, but,
given Watson's later principles and convictions, it does seem reasonable to conclude
that Thomas gave his son a sense of his own family's history and place in local
society. In his autobiography, Richard emphasised that his ancestors had been
farmers who had owned their own land. They were, however, working, not
gentleman, farmers, and therefore combined a limited degree of social status with
hard work. The people of Westmorland had their own unique description for such
as these — statesmen; ruggedly independent hill-farmers whose distinguishing feature
from the tenant farmers more characteristic of lowland areas was the ownership of
their land. Richard was keen to identify with them. In his autobiography he noted,
with pride, that his ancestors were "neither hewers of wood or [sic] drawers of water
but ut prisca gens mortalium — tillers of their own ground, in the idiom of the country,
Statesmen. 11 The italics are Watson's own, probably demonstrating his strong
personal identification with the statesmen. However, there is in this statement a
certain amount of irony, for Watson's immediate family were not statesmen. The
family's "small estate", where Watson's ancestors had "preserved their
independence", was the inheritance of Thomas Watson's elder brother, but he had
died "leaving only daughters". The land had thereby been lost to the direct line of
the family, and Thomas, as a younger son, had to make his way in the world as a
member of what was then seen as one of the very minor professions. 12 Watson's
identification with the statesmen was therefore not so much one of genealogical fact
as of romantic idealism; a harking back to a familial golden age and an ideal to be
realised. It would also colour his view of the world, and account for some of his
more idiosyncratic opinions and actions. Crucially, statesmen also possessed a
"
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distinguishing characteristic which was to become dominant in the development of
Watson's own personality — independence. Their estates might not be large when
compared to the great families of the locality, but they held their land independent
from them. Throughout his life Watson was to hold personal independence to be the
great political and social virtue. 13 It was, furthermore, a principle recognised by
others. After his death a former pupil and friend, Lord Carysfort wrote:
He had imbibed, in early childhood, among his Westmoreland [sic] Statesmen a certain
vulgar pride, & foolish prejudices, & his view of society was not likely to be much improved
by his life in College ... After all he is not the first great man who has been absurd upon
some particular point. He had run mad about personal independence, & the honour which
might be paid to merit, & the strong fix of his mind upon that point led him into many
strange mistakes. But his ultimate objects were great & good. To rise by merit, rather than
by favour, is a just & noble principle, though for want of being sufficiently versed in the
world he brought it forward rather Malapropos . . . As he separated himself from all
parties, & censured all in turn, he will be abused by all, and I am afraid he will find no
defender. 14

Another early in fl uence was his school, Heversham Grammar School. The school
had an excellent reputation and there Watson received the standard contemporary
education, with its heavy emphasis upon the Classics. It was to be much to Watson's
chagrin that he never became proficient in Latin or Greek, but it was to prove no
serious inhibition to his academic progress. 15 Whatever might be his deficiencies in
the classical languages, he possessed sufficient ability to gain one of the school's
prized scholarships to Trinity College, Cambridge. Edward Wilson of nearby
Dallam Tower had, in his will of 1652, endowed the school with two exhibitions of
£50 each, one to Queen's College, Oxford, and the other to Trinity, and so Watson
followed in the long and distinguished line of northern scholars who made their way
to both the universities. 16 He was admitted as a sizar at Trinity college on 2
November 1754 and his tutor was a former pupil of his father's at Heversham,
James Backhouse. 17 Events were to prove that this would not be his only connection
with the Wilsons of Dallam Tower.
The importance of Cambridge cannot be underestimated in the development of
Watson's life and intellect. Life at the eighteenth-century University of Cambridge
might be a jolly diversion for the son of a gentleman but for the son of a village
schoolmaster, with no social connections, academic success was one of the few ways
in which a growing ambition might be satisfied. His father had died the previous
year and he was under no illusion of the task ahead.
I commenced my academic studies with great eagerness, from the knowledge that my
fo rt une was to be wholly of my own fabricating, being certain that the slender po rt ion
which my father had left to me (3001.) would be barely sufficient to carry me through my
education. 18

He specialised in mathematics, gaining his bachelor's degree with the honour of
being "Second Wrangler" in 1759. He took this placing, however, as an injustice,
considering that his talents merited the senior position and that he had been the
victim of inter-college politics, the examiner for that year having been a St John's
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man. 19 If Watson's account is true, it was to be a presage for a future career in which
he was to be denied his just rewards by men of lesser merit. If it is not, then it
represents a jaundiced view that was to colour not only his view of the world but his
place in it.
It was at Cambridge that his distinctiveness of character, essentially manifested by
his northerness, ambition and application to study, first began to emerge. He
remained distinctively northern, of financial necessity continuing to wear "the rustic
dress of his native country" of "blue woollen stockings and home-spun coat". The
combination of academic success and distinctive appearance apparently earned him
the nickname of "the Westmorland Phenomenon". 20 It was, however, his academic
ability that first drew him to the attention of Edmund Law, Master of Peterhouse
and subsequently Bishop of Carlisle. 21 Law was to become a great personal in fl uence
in Watson's intellectual development.
Law was a fellow north countryman, having been born at Cartmel in Lancashire
and educated at Kendal Grammar School. Significantly, his father was a clergyman
who was descended from a line of statesmen from Askham in Westmorland. Law was
undoubtedly attracted by Watson's intellectual ability but their common heritage
may have acted as an additional bond between them. What cannac be doubted is
Law's formative political and philosophical in fl uence. Watson later wrote, "From
my friendship with that excellent man, I derived much knowledge and liberality of
sentiment in theology; and I shall ever continue to think of my early intimacy with
him a fortunate asset in my life." 22 Law was a disciple of John Locke, the great
seventeenth-century political and moral philosopher, and Watson was to adhere to
the Lockian-Whig tradition throughout his active political life. 23 It is significant to
note that, at that time, the study of Locke's political-thought was very much a
specialised interest, and it was only to feature in the wider political debate during the
period of crisis with the American colonies, a debate in which Watson was to
participate. 24 It is also reasonable to conclude that Law, a descendant of statesmen
and adherent of Locke's political philosophy, would have reinforced Watson's
convictions concerning personal independence.
Watson may have possessed an emotional attachment to his native Westmorland,
but it did not at that stage extend to a desire to return there and live. In 1757 he
visited his brother Anthony, by then curate of St George's Chapel, Kendal, but was
soon bored and irksome. 25 He cut short his visit returning to Trinity "with a
determined purpose to make my Alma Mater the mother of my fortunes". 26 He was
as good as his word. After graduating B.A. in 1759 he became a fellow and assistant
tutor at Trinity in 1760. He went on to become moderator for Trinity in 1762, 1763
and 1765, and for Christ's in 1764. In 1767 he became tutor in succession to
Backhouse, a post he held until 1772, and was junior dean from 1769 to 1771. 27
During this period he was ordained, the essential accompaniment to an eighteenthcentury career at one of the ancient universities. 28 He also declined to be deflected
from his chosen path by the opportunity to follow a more conventional church
career. In 1760 he was persuaded against becoming a chaplain at Bancoolen in India
and, more significantly, refused the offer of the curacy of Clermont, the seat of the
Duke of Newcastle, then Prime Minister, head of the Whig interest in Parliament
and Chancellor of the University of Cambridge. It was therefore not an offer to be
lightly rejected, but Watson did so on the grounds that he prized his "independence
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above all prospects". 29 While this was to be one of the first demonstrations of his
political independence, not to say stubbornness, it was not to be his last.
In eschewing such an offer Watson was, no matter what his motivation,
embarking on a high risk strategy, at least for one from relatively humble origins yet
possessed of such ambition. Eighteenth-century appointments in both Church and
State were not normally disposed by simple merit and qualification, but more often
by ties of patronage. Many Church appointments were in the hands of lay patrons,
and personal connection was generally essential in gaining preferment. It was
sometimes possible to succeed outside that system. Exceptional talent could be
rewarded where good will operated on both sides, and some University
appointments could be more open. Nevertheless, such instances were rare. Events
were to prove that even Watson could not succeed without the support of important
personalities at critical points in his career. However, these ties never amounted to a
normal patron-client relationship. The distinction between nepotism and "putting a
good word in" was as relevant in the eighteenth century as now.
This was amply demonstrated when, in 1764, Watson gained his first significant
academic appointment, that of the professorship of chemistry. On 10 November the
incumbent, Dr John Hadley, suddenly died and Watson, with a strong sense of
academic opportunism, put himself forward for the post. Watson's confessed
ignorance of chemistry, a science which then had more in common with its medieval
alchemic roots than the modern science, was not then seen as a serious
disadvantage, and indeed it would have been difficult to have found in England an
academic professionally qualified to take the post. In the event, Watson
distinguished himself from his competitor for the post by undertaking to read a
course of lectures. 30 However, if Watson had had to face the opposition of
Newcastle, in his capacity as Chancellor, it is doubtful if he would have been
successful. Fortunately, although he had earlier refused the offer of Newcastle's
Clermont curacy, the Duke still recognised Watson as one of the new generation of
academic Whig supporters, and this tacit support undoubtedly eased the way to
Watson's appointment. 31 Watson soon became a knowledgeable proponent of his
science and went on to deliver a series of popular lectures. He also wrote the first
text book on the subject in English. 32 He was elected fellow of the Royal Society in
February 1769. 33
Chance played its part in Watson's next substantial step forward. In October
1771, Thomas Rutherforth, the long-time Regius Professor of Divinity, died. 34 This
prestigious post had "long been the secret object of my ambition" and he intended
to seek the appointment at some convenient point in the future when he had
reached a "proper age, and fully qualified for the undertaking", that is when he had
obtained the obligatory doctorate of divinity. Clearly the unfortunate Dr Rutherforth
had died too soon for Watson's purpose. Notwithstanding these disadvantages,
Watson decided to take his chance, and "by hard travelling and some adroitness"
obtained his degree by royal warrant in less than a week. In this process Watson
needed support at Court, which was probably provided by the Marquis of
Rockingham, the successor to Newcastle as the leader of the Whig interest and
something of a friend through their common interest in chemistry. Despite a stern
challenge from Dr John Gordon, the Archdeacon of Lincoln, Watson was formally
elected on 31 October. By frenetic activity, determination and some ruthlessness,
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PLATE 2. Drawing of Mrs Watson by J. Downman — reproduced by kind

permission of Fitzwilliam Museum, University of Cambridge.

Watson had obtained, at the age of thirty-four, what he rightly saw as "the first office
for honour in the University". It was also one of the most lucrative, being then worth
£300 a year. By his own admission, he knew as little of divinity as he had known of
chemistry on first appointment, a fact which would have had less significance in the
eighteenth century than now. It was, however, a deficiency that he soon set about
rectifying, to the extent that by 1785 he was able to publish six volumes of highly
popular Theological Tracts. His financial position was further enhanced, as the regius
professorship was annexed to the rectory of Somersham, Huntingdonshire. 35
By the early 1770s Watson had achieved considerable academic and material
success. It was almost certainly his vastly improved social position that led in 1773
to his marriage to Dorothy Wilson, the eldest daughter of Edward Wilson of Dallam
Tower and descendant of those Wilsons who had endowed Heversham Grammar
School with the scholarships that had first sent Watson on the road to academic
success. 36 Watson had become a tenant of the Wilsons in 1767, when, following the
death of his elder brother Anthony, he inherited the lease on the family property in
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Heversham. 37 This was an important event as it reforged Watson's links with his
native county after a number of years when his life appears to have centred almost
exclusively on Cambridge. The following year he extended his interests still further,
acquiring another property in the village. 38 It was probably this essentially business
connection which brought Watson into the social orbit of the Wilsons.
Even so the marriage was a great social leap for Watson, who, although successful
and relatively prosperous, was essentially a professional academic, and was certainly
not from the same social class as the Wilsons. It is interesting to speculate who or
what had promoted this match. Certainly it could be viewed as mutually
advantageous; for the Wilsons, Watson was successful with a good income, while for
Watson, he had become connected through marriage with one of the most
prominent families of the county. These factors would certainly have facilitated the
match. However, it may be that there existed a higher degree of affection between
them than mere social and economic status. After all, it cannot have been common
for the Wilsons to marry their daughters to their tenants. As for Watson's prospects,
there was at that stage no reason to assume he would become a bishop, and indeed
future events would prove that his elevation was very much touch and go.
Furthermore, over the years Dorothy was to bear him nine children, which tends to
suggest a healthy degree of affection between them. For his pa rt, towards the end of
his life Watson was to write of his wife with, what was for him, delicate emotion,
"During a cohabitation of above forty years, she has been everything I wished her to
be; and I trust I have lived with her and provided for her, as a man not unconscious
of her worth, ought to have done. "39
In retrospect it is possible to see that in 1776 Watson started on the path that was
to lead ultimately to his appointment as Bishop of Llandaff six years later. He was
then already known as an adherent of the Lockian-Whig political philosophy and as
a sympathiser to the Parliamentary Whigs, having become associated with some of
their leading figures, notably the Marquis of Rockingham and, latterly, the Duke of
Grafton. 40 He had further enhanced his liberal credentials by arguing in favour of
relaxing the requirement for Anglican clergymen to subscribe to the Thirty-Nine
Articles. 41 However, he had not yet become heavily involved in political activity.
That was soon to dramatically change with the commencement of the American
War of Independence.
At the outbreak of the war the majority of opinion in both the country and
parliament broadly approved of the administration's coercive policy. However, there
existed some vociferous opposition to the attempts of Lord North's administration
to first tax, then coerce the Colonies. In particular the main parliamentary
opposition was grouped around the notable figures of Rockingham and Chatham.
Furthermore, in the years leading up to the outbreak of hostilities, there had been a
tendency in opposition circles to draw parallels with domestic politics, where it was
argued that the King's ministers were attempting to increase their power and
influence at the expense of the rights of Parliament. The result was that some groups
saw the conflict more in ideological rather than national terms. It was into this
scenario that Watson made his first controversial entry into national politics when,
on 29 May 1776, he preached the traditional "Restoration" sermon to the
University. His title was The Principles of the Revolution Vindicated, although the
"revolution" in question was ostensibly the "Glorious" one of 1688, not the current
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one in America. In theory, it was nothing more than a restatement of Locke's own,
generally acceptable justification of revolution, which had first been published in
1689. It all might, therefore, be innocuous enough, but in the context of 1776 it
appeared to fan the flames of revolution itself.
For this principle being admitted, that, antecedent to all voluntary compact, every
individual is equal to every other; it follows as a consequence, that the just superiority of
any one man, or of any order and succession of men in any community, over the members
which compose it, must spring from their express appointment and free consent — that no
individual can have a right to establish any form of government which their children will
not have an equal right to alter or abolish as they think fit. 42

Watson must have expected controversy and he was not to be disappointed. 43
However, he remained unrepentant, justifying himself in the Accession Sermon,
preached later the same year, although he balanced his outspoken views with some
careful flattery of George III. 44 He returned to the subject in 1780, when he
preached the Fast Day Sermon in the University Church of St Mary's. On that
occasion, while he did not unequivocally support American independence, he made
it clear that fear and force was no basis for union.
You may force large bodies of men to continue members of your civil community, by fear
of the mischief you may do them, if they should attempt to quit your connection; but this
is an impolitic and unchristian yoke of civil union imposed by tyrants and submitted to by
none but slaves: or you may induce them to it by the superior equity and wisdom of your
scheme of civil government, by making it in their interests to be united to you, rather than
to any other community. 45

The clear inference was that the administration had to improve its constitutional
position in order to induce the Americans to retain the colonial tie. By 1780 there
was on hand a political programme which sought to do this - Economical Reform,
the parliamentary programme of the Rockingham Whigs. The Economical Reform
programme took as its starting point the notion that the ills of the country could
be attributed to a rottenness at the centre of government. Here, it was argued,
ministerial in fl uence had grown, at the expense of an independent Parliament,
through the partisan use of the Royal Prerogative and the dispensing of Crown
offices as political patronage. It followed, that by reducing the number of offices
available for distribution to government placemen, the influence of the "Crown"
itself would also be reduced, and the constitution thereby reformed. In his Fast
Day Sermon Watson clearly aligned himself with the Economical Reform
programme.
We believe there are few who wish to see government opposed, in order that the
constitution may be changed from a monarchical to a republican form, or the Crown
transferred from the brow of his Majesty and the House of Hanover to any other person or
family. — But we trust and hope there are many, who with a perfect veneration for the
person of the King, the dignity of government, the legal rights and all constitutional power
of the Crown, wish to see its overgrown influence reduced by lawful and quiet means to its
ancient size, and several powers of the different branches of the legislature restored to their
salutary poise and constitutional equilibrium.46
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However, Watson did not restrict himself to philosophising. In March he assisted
the Duke of Rutland, a political fellow traveller of the Rockinghamites and a former
pupil of Watson's, in the organisation of Cambridgeshire's county petition. The
petitioning movement had been instigated the previous November in Yorkshire by
the Reverend Christopher Wyvill with the purpose of lending extra-parliamentary
weight in the cause of Economical Reform. Watson signed the Cambridgeshire
petition but, asserting his independence, he refused to serve on the committee to
promote it further. 47 He also supported the Rutland interest in the ensuing general
election, effectively acting as election agent for the Duke's younger brother, Lord
Robert Manners, one of the Cambridgeshire candidates. 48 In a hard fought contest
Manners was victorious, defeating the powerful Hardwicke interest.
So by the end of the hostilities in 1782 Watson possessed impeccable Whig
credentials. He had clearly enunciated Lockian-Whig philosophy, not flinching
from, indeed probably even enjoying controversy. He had, thereby, earned the
inevitable hostility of the government faction. He had, on the other hand, engaged in
open support of the mainstream Whig opposition, although as his active political life
had begun only in 1776, when hostilities with the Colonies had gathered pace, it is
likely that he had been motivated by principle rather than factional interest.
Whatever the motivation, it was certainly not a course of action calculated to meet
with the approval of Lord North's administration or indeed of King George III
himself. He was, therefore, unlikely to gain Church or University preferment from
either governmental or royal sources, although Rutland had been able to give him
some reward for efforts on his behalf by presenting him with the rectory of Knaptoft
in Leicestershire. 49 However, during the years of opposition, with the seemingly
entrenched parliamentary majority of Lord North, there was no reason to suppose
that significant advancement awaited him.
All this changed in March 1782 when, after Cornwallis's defeat at Yorktown,
Lord North's administration collapsed. The opposition, essentially a coalition of old
Whigs under Rockingham and Chathamites, formed an administration, and
Watson's friends, Grafton and Rutland, gained office, with Rockingham becoming
prime minister for the second time. If Watson hoped that this might result in some
advancement he was not to be disappointed, as Rockingham had every intention of
promoting him at the first opportunity. 50 This arose in June with the death of the
Bishop of Salisbury, which heralded a general episcopal reshuffle. The instrument of
his promotion, however, was not to be his old friend Rockingham, for he died on 1
July. He was succeeded as prime minister by the Earl of Shelburne, with whom
Watson had no previous connection. Shelburne would have preferred the translation
of the latitudinarian John Hinchcliffe, then Bishop of Petersborough, to Salisbury,
but the King, always prepared to intervene in Church appointments, insisted that
the see went to the Northite Bishop of Llandaff, Shute Barrington. 51
It was at this point that the complicated manoeuvring of eighteenth-century
factional politics came to Watson's aid. No prime minister could assume a
parliamentary majority through the party system alone, which had not then attained
the highly developed state of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Instead a prime
minister could rely on some support from his own factional following, but in
addition he would probably need to gain the suppo rt of other groups and individuals
through a combination of alignment of political principles, the support of the King
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and the judicious distribution of pa tr onage. Watson had lost a valuable supporter in
Rockingham but Shelburne needed the suppo rt of his other powerful friend, Rutland,
who had not immediately committed himself to the new adminis tr ation. Within a few
days Shelburne was able to give Rutland the assurances he sought on American policy
and he remained in office. However, under such circumstances Rutland was able to
ask for a favour to be granted, and he asked for Watson to be appointed to the vacant
see of Llandaff. Watson, disgruntled at the way the whole business had been handled,
reluctantly accepted. He had hoped for his appointment to be an unequivocal
recognition of his academic "zeal and industry", but in this he was being unrealistic. 52
Bishops sat in the House of Lords and could (and would) speak and vote on any topic.
Furthermore, once appointed, unless translated to other sees, they traditionally held
their seats for life. Their appointments were therefore pa rt of contemporary political
currency. Watson might have wanted to be appointed on merit alone but in reality he
would always have required the suppo rt of his powerful friends. He would need their
suppo rt again if he hoped for future advancement.
In social terms, Watson had done very well for himself by his promotion, for he
had in effect become an "honorary" member of the aristocracy. 53 Social progress
through the Church hierarchy for one from Watson's background was not without
precedent; indeed William Preston, one of Watson's fellow pupils at Heversham,
also became a bishop, albeit of an Irish see. 54 It was, however, happening less often.
In contrast to the seventeenth, as the eighteenth century progressed, bishops were
increasingly drawn from the families of the nobility, the Church being deemed an
acceptable profession for their younger sons, to the extent that by the reign of
George III only 4 per cent of bishops were "plebeian in origin". 55
The promotion also gave Watson some additional income. The diocese of
Llandaff provided him directly with an annual income of £500, but this was not very
substantial when compared to those incomes enjoyed by the incumbents of the more
prestigious sees, such as the Bishop of Durham who had an annual income
£6,000. 56 Furthermore, Watson's income was to an extent eroded by the obligations
of his new office, notably the cost of a London house and his visitation expenses. He
was, therefore, permitted to hold, together with his see, several livings in commendam
and, more unusually, his regius professorship. 57
In these circumstances it was normal for bishops to hope for translation to a more
prestigious and valuable see, as had happened to Shute Barrington, Watson's
predecessor at Llandaff. However, as episcopal appointments were normally made
on the recommendation of the prime minister, political reliability was generally a
prerequisite. 58 In contrast Watson, soon after his appointment, gave clear notice that
he did not intend to be bound by such conventions.
I should think myself utterly unworthy the favour I have received from his Majesty, and the
Sacred Office to which I have been appointed, if either fear of offending, or expectation of
pleasing, or any other consideration on earth, could influence me to disguise my
sentiments, on any subject of civil or religious importance. 59

Nevertheless, an influential political future briefly beckoned. Shelburne offered to
take Watson into his inner circle as advisor on Church affairs, and Watson quickly
responded with a detailed scheme of reform, which, in its proposals for reducing
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pluralism and episcopal translation, anticipated the Whig Church reforms of the
nineteenth century60 0 However, it was all to come to nought as, early in the
following year, Parliament rejected Shelburne's peace treaty with the Americans,
and he promptly resigned. His administration was replaced by a seemingly
unprincipled coalition of factions headed by Lord North and Charles James Fox.
This was in turn soon replaced by a new, soundly constituted conservative ministry
under William Pitt the Younger. The result for Watson was that, within a few years,
he lost all those personal political connections that had been so important in
achieving his initial appointment to Llandaff. Rockingham was dead, Grafton and
Shelburne lost office never to regain it, while Rutland, who was surprisingly
reconciled to the Pitt administration, died in 1787 aged only thirty-three.
Despite his general support for the Parliamentary Whigs, Watson made a good
start with the new ministry. He disapproved of the Fox-North Coalition, which he
considered "a great violation of the constitution to transfer influence from the
Crown to the friends of a [prime] minister in the House of Commons". 61 In the
crucial votes on Fox's India Bill in December 1783 he refused to support the
Coalition, thereby indirectly aiding Pitt, whom he believed had caught the mood of
the nation. 62 In the ensuing honeymoon period he was prepared to offer his advice
to Pitt on a variety of matters, including tariff reform and ecclesiastical income, and
no doubt the good relations were aided by the absence of matters of serious political
controversy. 63 But it did not last. In March 1787 he delivered a powerful speech in
the Lords urging the rejection of Pitt's proposed trade treaty with France. 64 More
significantly, he also found himself opposed to Pitt by supporting the repeal of the
Test and Corporations Acts, and by supporting the claims of the Prince of Wales to
be regent during the first of George III's bouts of debilitating mental illness. In both
cases he was an isolated figure on the episcopal bench. 65
What had happened to bring this situation about? The answer is a combination of
the principled and the personal, and owes no small part to his growing connections
with the Lake District. His views on the Test and Corporation Acts were a logical
development of the views on clerical subscription he had first expressed in 1772. He
opposed the French trade treaty on grounds of principle, believing France of the
Ancien Regime to be the enemy of liberty, and pragmatism, considering that it gave
the French easy access to British markets. On the regency question he was
consistent in his support of the rights of the Prince of Wales, recognising the
manoeuvrings of Pitt as political opportunism. Such actions were hardly calculated
to gain the favour of either the prime minister or his conservatively minded
monarch, particularly at a time when he was hoping to gain promotion to a more
valuable see in order that he might resign his regius professorship. 66 So there is
ample evidence to demonstrate that, during these years, in his political actions he
was again primarily motivated by principle. However, he would have been aided in
the application of his principles by a dramatic change in his personal circumstances.
Many years before, while an undergraduate at Cambridge, Watson had become
private tutor and then close friend of John Luther, a wealthy young man who went
on to become one of the MPs for Essex. The friendship developed over the years
and became particularly close. Watson wrote after Luther's death that they "had
lived as brothers for thirty years". The depth of the friendship is also illustrated by
an episode in 1764 when Watson, hearing of the estrangement between Luther and
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his wife Lavinia, dashed across the Channel to Paris, whence Luther had gone, and
effected a reconciliation. The friendship was clearly a two-sided affair, for upon
Watson's marriage in 1773, Luther bestowed an annuity of £150 upon Dorothy.
However, this generosity was to pale into insignificance compared with what was to
come. On 13 January 1786 Luther died from a sudden "stoppage" of urine. It was
then that the full extent of the friendship and Luther's beneficence became clear.
Both of Luther's children had predeceased him and he, therefore, left his Essex
estate to his nephew Francis Fane. However, he bequeathed his Sussex estate near
Petworth, together with a legacy of £3,000, to Watson. 67
Watson had no particular liking for Sussex, but he did admit to retaining "a strong
partiality" for his native county. Consequently, in July he sold the Petworth estate to
Lord Egremont, netting £23,500, and returned to Westmorland to search for a
suitable estate to buy. 68 In effect he saw this as a retirement from academic if not
public life, for in the spring of 1787 he suffered a debilitating attack of dysentery and
arranged for a deputy to perform his duties as Regius Professor. 69 He took his time,
staying with his in-laws at Dallam Tower, but by October 1788 he had completed
the purchase of a large estate at Calgarth, near Troutbeck Bridge, on the shores of
Lake Windermere. He paid £6,750 for the main 376 acres estate, together with the
island of Lady Holme, land at Greene in Undermilbeck, and fishing and boating
rights on Windermere. 70 Watson threw himself into the estate management with
characteristic vigour. He wrote to the agriculturist Arthur Young
I have bought a wild Estate in this neighbourhood and am busy acquiring health & wealth
by improving it. A fine meadow of near sixty acres with a rill of water running by the top of
it will tempt me to aim at floating it. I have upland Pastures which require nothing but lime
to make them worth 25 an acre and I cannot now get five for them. I am but a Young
Farmer but I want not spirit to spend my money in doing something in this way; I have
fenced a field of near fifty acres with stone wall of six feet in height ploughed in the course
of this year. 71

Watson had purchased the estate from John Machell, his wife Isabelle, George
Sandys and John Robinson, being the trustees of the estate of the late Myles Sandys.
Sandys had in turn acquired it from the Pennys and they from the Phillipsons. The
estate then centred on Calgarth Hall, an old, allegedly haunted house which,
although of architectural interest, did not conform to eighteenth-century views of
good order and taste, and which would not serve to aggrandise the newly wealthy
bishop. 72 It is therefore probable that Watson never lived in the Old Hal1. 73 He soon
set about developing the estate and building the new, elegantly proportioned
mansion, Calgarth Park, on the northern side of the Troutbeck. The foundations of
the house were laid in the summer of 1789, work well advanced by 1791, and by
1796 the "plain, but handsome and substantial mansion" had been completed. 74 It
seems likely that Watson took up residence at the Park some time in the autumn of
1791, as in November of that year he purchased his pew rent at the Windermere
parish church. 75 The parklands were landscaped and Watson invested heavily in
afforestation, although the resulting larch plantations were not to meet with the later
approval of the critical William Wordsworth. 76 Watson had, in a typical eighteenthcentury way, fashioned order out of what he saw as chaos.
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PLATE 3. Calgarth Hall, Windermere: from Sale Particulars of 15 July 1908 (Ref C.R.O. Kendal
WD/AG/Box 27). Photo: Tony Gill.

Watson was not content to simply develop his basic estate and he quickly set
about acquiring additional land in the neighbourhood. These acquisitions included
property at Ambleside, Troutbeck, the Sun Inn at Troutbeck Bridge, and Bobbin
Mill. 77 Most significantly for the future, in November 1790 he bought, on behalf of
his teenage son Charles Luther, Ecclerigg, a small estate abutting the northern
border of Calgarth Park. 78 It appears that by this purchase Watson was looking to
the future, thinking of the welfare of both his wife and family after his death. In
providing Charles Luther with an independent establishment, Watson made it
possible not only for him to be independent, but also cleared the way for his wife to
continue to reside at the mansion house during her widowhood. Such a sensible and
generous arrangement was far from universal in the eighteenth century, and is
probably an indication of the affection he held for both his wife and eldest son.
However, it was ironically also to prove the undoing of the estate, as in the
nineteenth century Watson's descendants became mentally, and in some cases
physically, more distant from their inheritance. 79
There is, perhaps, a pictorial record of Watson surveying his estate at this time. In
the foreground of the contemporary Lakeland artist William Green's "View from
Nr. Ecclerigg", the main subject of which is the prospect of Windermere and the
fells beyond, there are two small standing figures. One of them is a casually dressed
young man, the other an elder, stout man, dressed in full frock coat and tricorn hat,
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by then a fashion largely restricted to the higher clergy. This figure is gesturing
towards the Lake with a stick held in his left hand. In Watson's portrait by Romney,
painted sometime between 1786 and 1790, he is pictured wearing frock coat and
tricorn hat, and holding a stick in his left hand. Are the figures in the Green picture
Watson and his son Charles Luther, then a youth in his mid-teens? Unfortunately
Green did not make an identification, but it seems that it might be so, particularly as
Watson purchased the Ecclerigg part of his estate in 1790. 80
By the purchase of Calgarth Watson became a leading member of local society.
He may have been in social terms nouveaux but, as a bishop who had married into
the Wilson family, he was acceptably so. His private wealth, if not quite an absolute
fortune, was, nevertheless, very substantial and it certainly put him well ahead of his
statesmen neighbours. He had bought an established estate in need of investment
and was able to put his own stamp upon it through developing the parklands and
building the new mansion. The estate was, furthermore, geographically at the centre
of an area which was becoming a focus of tours by the gentry from London and the
South, and Calgarth soon became an almost obligatory stop for the well-heeled
tourist. 81 To those visitors Watson was a "joyous, jovial, and cordial host ... most
hospitable in his reception of strangers, no matter of what party". 82
However, the true significance of these developments for Watson's long term career
lay not so much in the outward degree of status which he acquired, but in the degree of
political independence his new wealth had obtained for him. In the 1770s and early
1780s he had only gained academic and ecclesiastical posts with the assistance of
influential friends and political manoeuvring. To gain further advancement that
combination would have to be repeated. The Luther inheritance changed all that. Never
closely tied by patronage or political allegiance, his new found wealth fed his basic
character, enabling him to cut fr ee and be his own man. Watson's political behaviour in
the period 1787-1789 was entirely consistent with his Lockian-Whig principles, and it
would, therefore, be going too far to suggest that the Luther inheritance stimulated his
actions, but it probably facilitated it. Watson had earlier shown himself capable of
passive, independent action when he refused to support the main body of Foxite Whigs
during the period of their coalition with the Northites. He had made a good attempt at
cordial relations with the Pitt administration, but when issues of conscience arose from
1787 onwards — the French Treaty, repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, and the
first Regency Crisis — Watson took an overtly independent line, even being prepared to
oppose his old friend Grafton. 83 Such forthright behaviour followed directly upon the
Luther inheritance. Evidence of his state of mind can be found in a letter he had written
to the Duke of Norfolk in August 1787. The Bishop of Carlisle had recently died and the
Duke had offered to promote Watson's candidature for the vacancy. In reply, Watson
brushed the offer contemptuously aside.
I have no wishes whatever respecting the Bishoprick [sic], nor have made the most distant
application for it; if I had wished for it ever so much, the determination I have formed of
conducting myself independently in Parliament would have been little likely to have
promoted my pretensions.
I sincerely hope for the credit of the Church & of Religion, that neither the Bishoprick
[sic] of Carlisle, nor any other Bishoprick [sic] will be prostituted in advancing the
purposes of Parliamentary Policy.84
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The recently deceased bishop was Watson's old mentor Edmund Law and this no
doubt added to his indignation, but this was hardly a style calculated to win friends
amongst the great and good.
Ultimately, the Luther inheritance gave Watson more than political independence.
By purchasing Calgarth he was able to restore his birthright, to resume the family's
role as statesmen. The importance of statesmanship in his life has already been
emphasised, but with Calgarth he was able to live out his own, romantic ideal (for
the classical mansion and landscaped parklands were far removed from the rugged
simplicity of the more typical statesman's dwelling) . From the security of such
surroundings he could, henceforth, rigorously pursue his vision of personal
independence. For his part Watson recognised the price he might pay for this virtue.
As he wrote to the Dowager Duchess of Rutland,
My conduct has been correspondent to these principles. I told the Duke of Rutland, I told
Mr Pitt, and I have told every other great man with whom I have had connexions, that I
would do so; that in great political questions I would not follow the lead of any party, but
the dictates of my own judgement . . . Such have been my principles, and such my
conduct, both in public and private life; and if for these I am to be abandoned by my
friends, and proscribed the emoluments of my profession (to the highest of which there are
those who think that the Bishop of Landaff [sic] has as honourable and as professional a
claim as any of his brethren), the misfortune may fall on me and my family, but the
dishonour must rest with others. 85

Certainly in the years that immediately followed the purchase of Calgarth, Watson's
political actions and statements did not suggest any strong adherence to a party line
or to any particular political leader. At first he welcomed the French Revolution,
seeing it essentially as the export of English political liberalism. 86 Then in 1793,
following the execution of Louis XVI, he condemned the course the Revolution was
taking. 87 However, despite opposing developments in France, he equally opposed
Pitt's war effort, speaking in favour of the Duke of Bedford's peace proposals when
they were debated in the Lords in January 1795. 88 Nevertheless, he refused to
condemn the increasingly repressive political measures being taken by the
administration, disapproving of the "democratic spirit" that was abroad, particularly
in parts of his own county. 89 In 1797, following the attempted French invasion at
Fishguard, he gave a limited support to the war. 90 At the same time, however, he
continued to develop his liberal religious views, recommending a reform of the
Church liturgy, full civil rights for Protestant Dissenters and eventually Catholic
Emancipation. 91 He failed to support reform of the electoral system but at the same
time he continued to support Economical Reform. 92 Finally, he gave his support to
the abolition of slavery, speaking in the abolition debate of 23 March 1807. 93
Given the apparent diversity of his opinions during these years, it is hardly
surprising that he provoked extreme reactions. The young William Wordsworth,
fired by enthusiasm for the Revolution, thought Watson could no longer be called
"the levelling prelate", having apostatised from his previous principles, while by
1798 the radical paper The Cambridge Intelligencer openly asserted that he was
"courting Mr Pitt for further preferment and totally apostatised from his former
excellent sentiments". 94 Similarly, radical critics rounded upon the extremely
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popular Apology for the Bible which Watson had written in riposte to the
revolutionary deism of Tom Paine's Age of Reason. 95 On the other hand, what were
the conservative elements of the political establishment to make of a bishop who
espoused repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, Catholic Emancipation, and
reform of the Book of Common Prayer, and who remained, at best, equivocal about
the prosecution of the French war?
A careful reading of Watson's published works reveals that throughout all the
volatility of the Revolutionary period he in fact remained loyal to his fundamental
Lockian-Whig principles. 96 Thus, by turns, he appeared as either too radical or too
reactionary, depending on the perspective of the observer at the time. However, as
far as the administration was concerned this may all have appeared rather academic;
Watson was just too unpredictable. At the same time, he lacked in fl uence where it
counted, at the centre of government and at Court. His published works might or
might not embarrass the administration but they could not seriously trouble it. He
was isolated from his more conservative colleagues in the episcopate, while his
political friends were not by the early 1800s men of the first rank. With the old
Whigs seemingly permanently excluded from power, there was no pressure to
placate him or even reward his seniority by translation to a more prestigious see.
Such pressure as did exist tended to ensure that he remained where he was, for
the key element in the frustration of Watson's career was not a politician but the
King himself. George III was no religious bigot but he did take his coronation oath
very seriously, and for him there were absolute vetoes on repeal of the Test and
Corporation Acts and Catholic Emancipation. 97 Watson's religious orthodoxy had
long been questionable, given that he favoured reform of the liturgy and a relaxation
on the rules regarding subscription, but Catholic Emancipation would have been an
anathema to the ultra orthodox George III. As he wrote to the Bishop of Worcester
in November 1803 concerning the pro-emancipation views expressed by Watson in
his recently published Substance of a Speech:
My good Lord, It appears unlikely that the Bishop of Landaff [sic] will have sent you a
copy of the Pamphlet he has just published, & much more so that your Lord have
purchased one of them; these reasons have induced me to forward the one he ordered to be
put in my library. The political pa rt of it had some merit if he had to stop there, but what
he says on the Roman Catholick [sic] clergy of Ireland, and our great safe guards the Test
& Corporation Acts is most improper & in my mind, Criminal in a Member of the Church
of England & still more so coming from a Bishop; eminent talents & discretion are not
always allied and no stronger instance can be given than himself of the truth of that
position. 98

Given the King's opinion it simply was not worth the while of any prime minister to
force him to accept Watson, only for him to then vote and act in any way he pleased.
If Watson had hoped that his Whig friends would support him in obtaining further
preferment he was also to be disappointed. It appears that he was considered as a
serious candidate for the Archbishopric of York in 1807, when the Whigs had
regained power but the ministry fell before the appointment could take place. 99 The
final mental illnes of George III in 1810 might also have provided him with an
opportunity but by then Watson was himself old and ill.b00

tcwaas_002_1994_vol94_0015

188^RICHARD WATSON: WESTMORLAND "STATESMAN"?
As it was, his semi-retirement could have been worse. He was certainly not, at
least until almost the end, inactive. He continued to conduct regular visitations of
his diocese, in particular in 1809 embarking on an extensive visitation which
included the first confirmation service to be held at the then remote but growing
industrial town of Merthyr Tydfil. 101 He also took an interest in his own locality,
becoming a "Feoffee" (governor) of his old school at Heversham, having earlier,
together with his fellow former pupil William Preston, restored the school house and
placed a memorial brass in Heversham Church to his father and father-in-law. 102 He
developed his estate, taking a personal interest in the estate management, adopting
innovative farming techniques and winning a prize for his successful larch
plantations.lo 3 He enjoyed cordial relations with his Westmorland neighbours, most
notably John Christian Curwen, and, although they differed politically, Viscount
Lowther.'° 4 He also enjoyed the company of several like-minded clergymen, who
lived nearby and who had benefited from his patronage, as well as the occasional
discourse with intellectuals such as Coleridge. 105
It is, however, possible to detect in him during those final years a sense of
frustration and deep disappointment. In response to lack of official recognition he
refused to relinquish many of the livings he held in commendam with his bishopric,
although his private wealth and estate income would probably have compensated for
their loss. More understandably, for reasons of personal prestige, he held onto his
regius professorship, although his absenteeism was increasingly criticised by a new
generation of Cambridge radicals. 106 Those final years were marred by the death of
his eldest son, the loss of close friends, illness and ultimately the recognition that his
career had promised more than it had delivered. 107 He used at least some of his
remaining time attempting to engineer his posthumous reputation. He destroyed
much of his correspondence and academic notes in an attempt to preserve his
privacy, transcribing what was left either to a letter book for his family or to his
autobiography for future public consumption. 108 The autobiography, posthumously
published as the Anecdotes, turned out to be a lengthy apologia for his life. Its
characteristic style is one of self-justification, not to say self-righteousness, tinged
with a sense of deep frustration.
I feel such satisfaction at this moment in having by my own exertions, wholly counteracted
the effects which ought otherwise have followed the neglect I have experienced from the
cou rt , or from its ministers, or from both, that I sincerely pity, and cordially forgive the
littleness of mind which in some one or other, has occasioned ít. 109

Nor were his children necessarily a source of great consolation. His two sons seem
particularly undistinguished. His nine children were all born between 1774 and
1788, while he was still resident in Cambridge. There were three sons, the second of
whom, Daniel, died in infancy. The eldest, Charles Luther, named after Watson's
benefactor and friend, after school at Rugby, followed his father to Trinity College,
and then joined the Army. He rose to the rank of major in the Third Dragoon
Guards, but then in July 1805, married Maria Lowry Corry, the illegitimate
daughter of an Irish peer, the Earl Belmore. Although Watson had earlier taken
some pains to provide Charles Luther with an independent establishment at
Ecclerigg, it appears to have been insufficient to support a married man and he
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embarrassed his father by pressing him to use his influence with the Duke of York,
the Commander-in-Chief, to obtain a lieutenant-colonelcy. Watson obliged his son,
but it must have been galling to a man who had prided himself on rising by merit
and personal independence, and he warned him never to ask again. All was in vain
as in 1809 he retired through ill-health, spending many of his remaining years at
Eastbourne. He predeceased his father, dying on 12 May 1814. 110
Watson's second son, and namesake, Richard, also attended Trinity, and,
following graduation in 1813 with an LL.B., went into the Church. Through his
father's patronage, he obtained the vicarage at Pentyrch and the prebendary of
Llangwm, both in the diocese of Llandaff. His father's influence was also responsible
for his becoming registrar of the diocese of London, as well as probably also
becoming registrar of the diocese of Llandaff and gaining a prebendary stall at
Wells. 111 His father had hoped that in entering the Church young Richard would
prove to be a follower in his own footsteps, "a calm and intelligent reasoner, who
distrusts the extent of his own talents in all speculative points, and consciously
endeavours to practise the agenda of Christianity". 112 However, if he had lived to see
it, Watson would have probably been disappointed, for Richard, after gaining a
series of useful appointments, absented himself from the country, living the latter
part of his life in Boulogne where he died in 1858. 113
Of the daughters very little is known except that they all died as elderly spinsters.
It is only possible to speculate why they should have all had the same marital fate. It
may be a testimony to their lack of looks, for they were to be known as "the ugly
sisters". Equally, it could be explained by Watson leaving each of them in his will a
sufficient annuity to enable them to lead independent lives. They may well have
preferred their own society to that of the younger sons of minor gentry, who would,
no doubt, otherwise have been their husbands. 114 At least his wife, who had made
him "as happy as she could", was a source of comfort to him, and he sincerely
expected to meet her again in the future life." 5
Watson died on 4 July 1816 and was buried at the parish church of St Martin's,
Bowness, with all the ceremonial that befitted a dignitary of the Church." 6 He was
interred outside the south-eastern wall of the church in a simple table top tomb of
local stone, while inside his achievements were marked by an unusual memorial by
Flaxman.
So Watson died only a few miles from where he had been born, a fittingly
symbolic end for a life which had been to a great measure shaped by his place of
origin. His knowledge of his statesman roots probably gave him his guiding principle
of personal independence and, later, an idealised form of conduct. His early
background also provided him with the opportunity to realise his academic potential
through the Wilson scholarship to Cambridge. There he remained distinctively
northern in his manner, reinforcing his independent spirit. He also came under the
powerful influence of Edmund Law, another northerner, who not only imbued him
with the philosophical principles of John Locke but probably reinforced his notion of
statesmanship. His Heversham inheritance from his brother and his marriage to
Dorothy Wilson, itself a mark of rising social esteem, refocused his Lakeland
connections at a time when his life seemed to be firmly anchored in Cambridge. The
continuing importance of his Lakeland background led to his decision, following the
Luther inheritance, to return to the area and purchase Calgarth. Once back, and
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from the security of his new estate, he was able to imagine himself fully a statesman,
which in turn facilitated his independent political action during the remaining years
of his life. It was this independence which was ultimately unpalatable to the King
and of very limited value to politicians, even those who agreed with his underlying
principles. Seldom in the eighteenth century can the life and career of a public figure
have been so closely influenced by a geographical area.
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21 Watson, Anecdotes, 8. Edmund Law, 1703-87. After Kendal he attended St John's College,
Cambridge. He translated Thomas King's De Origine Mali (Essay on the Origins of Evil) and was a
disciple of John Locke's moral and political philosophy.
22 Watson, Anecdotes, 8.
23 Towards the end of his life Watson wrote, "I have never surrendered the principles of government
which I imbibed in my youth from the works of Mr. Locke, though practised upon by the courtly
artifices under which the honour of political consistency usually succumbs ... I have through the
whole course of my life, never scrupled avowing my Whig principles and parliamentary
independence". Watson, Anecdotes 503. Watson's clearest statement of Lockian philosophy is
contained in "An Answer to the `Disquisitions on Government and Civil Liberty'; in a Letter to the
Author of `Disquisitions on Several Subjects"', Miscellaneous Tracts on Religious, Political and
Agricultural Subjects (London, 1815), II, [passim] .
24 See J.C.D. Clark, English Society 1688-1832 (Cambridge, 1985), 48-59.
25 Anthony was also a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge. He had been ordained priest in 1754.
C.R.O. (Kendal), Heversham Parish Baptismal and Burial Registers, and J.A. Venn, Alumni
Cantabrigiensis (Cambridge, 1927), part I, volume IV, 347.
26 Watson, Anecdotes, 10.
27 W.W. Rouse Ball and J.A. Venn, Admissions to Trinity College, Cambridge (London, 1911), III,
1754-1755. Watson was ordained priest in the diocese of Norfolk on 28 February 1768. He had
probably been ordained deacon in 1760, the year he obtained his fellowship and also the year he
attained the canonical age, i.e. twenty-three.
28 Venn, Alumni, part II, volume VI, 374.
29 Watson, Anecdotes, 21. It appears that Watson did not begin to acquire his succession of Church
livings until after he had become Regius Professor of Divinity.
30 Watson, Anecdotes, 22-23; Trinity College MSS, Conclusions Book 1646-1811; William Talbot to the
Duke of Newcastle, 15 November 1764, B ritish Library Add MSS, 32, 963, f. 409.
31 William Talbot to the Duke of Newcastle, 15 November 1764, B ritish Library Add MSS, 32, 963, f. 409.
8
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Watson, Chemical Essays, volumes I—V; first editions published London 1781-87.
Records of the Royal Society (4th edition, London, 1940), 442.
34 Thomas Rutherforth (1712-71) had been Regius Professor since 1745.
35 Watson, Anecdotes, 34-38; Cambridge University MSS, University Register, 39.2.13 (1-5); Watson to
Rockingham, 17 March 1769, Watson to Rockingham, 11 May 1771 and Rockingham to Watson, no
date, Sheffield City Library, Wentworth-Woodhouse Muniments, R1-1172, 1377 and 1379; and
Watson, A Collection of Theological Tracts, volumes I—VI, (Cambridge, 1785).
36 Watson and Dorothy were married on 21 December 1773 at Lancaster. Watson, Anecdotes, 44.
37 It appears that at some point after his retirement Thomas Watson had sold Plumtree Bank but that
Anthony bought it back. However, in 1759 Anthony sold it to Robe rt Johnson of Leasgill, and the
possibility is, therefore, that the property that Richard dealt with in 1767 was property other than the
family house at Plumtree Bank. John F. Curwen, A History of Heversham with Milnthorpe (Kendal,
Titus Wilson, 1930), 27.
38 C.R.O. (Kendal), Miscellaneous Papers, WDX/1054.
39 Watson, Anecdotes, 44. Dorothy was approximately twenty-three in the year of her marriage. She was
baptised on 22 May 1750 (OS) at the Priory Church, L an caster. C.R.O. (Kendal); The Registers of the
Parish and Priory Church of Lancaster, volume III 1 749-1 786 (Lancashire Parish Registry Society,
volume 88, Preston, 1948); and St Martin's, Bowness, Parish Burial Register, 30; and David Watson
MSS, "Concerning the Watson Family". See also Appendix I.
40 For the extent of Watson's association with Grafton see Anecdotes, 19, 29, 30, 44, 46, 224, 527 and
532. Grafton had become Chancellor of the University of Cambridge in 1769.
41 "A Christian Whig" [psued, Watson], A Letter to the Members of the honourable House of Commons
Respecting the Petition of Relief in the Matter of Subscription (London, 1772). This was the so called
"Feathers Tavern Petition" and was ultimately unsuccessful. Watson's suppo rt was in strong contrast
to his predecessor, Rutherforth, who had published a defence of clerical subscription.
42 Watson, The Principles of the Revolution Vindicated, in a Sermon Preached before the University of
Cambridge, on Wednesday, May 29, 1776 (2nd edition, Cambridge, 1776), 10.
43 Philip Yorke to the Earl of Hardwicke, 2 June 1776, British Library Add MSS, 35,377, ff. 312-313.
44 Watson,
A Sermon Preached before the University of Cambridge on October 25th, 1776, being the
Anniversary of His Majesty's Accession to the Throne (Cambridge, 1776), passim.
45 Watson, A Sermon Preached before the University of Camb
ridge on Friday, February 4th, 1780, being the
Day Appointed for a General Fast (Cambridge, 1780), 12.
46 ibid, 11.
47 Watson, Anecdotes, 79.
48 ibid, 86.
49
Leslie Stephen and Sidney Lee (editors), Dictionary of National Biography (London, 1921-22), XX,
936.
50
Wentworth-Woodhouse Muniments, R1-2105.
51 John Norris, Shelburne and Reform
(London, MacMillan, 1963), 251.
52 Watson, Anecdotes,
93 and 96.
53 See John Rule,
Albion's People: English Society 1714-1815 (Harlow, Longmans, 1992), 36-54.
54
William Preston (?1729-89), educated Heversham and Trinity. He was Bishop of Killala 1784-87 and
Ferns 1787-89, and was private secretary to the Duke of Rutland whilst Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. It
is possible that Watson, given his connection with Rutland, was responsible for obtaining the post for
Preston.
55 Roy Po
rt er, English Society in the Eighteenth Century (revised edition, London, Penguin, 1990), 61.
56
For example the Bishop of Durham received an income in respect of his see of £6,000 per annum,
£1,500 more than the Archbishop of York and £5,550 more than the Bishop of Bristol. See The
Correspondence of King George III from 1760 to December 1 78 (edited Sir John Fortescue, London,
1927-28), I, 33-43. The system of bishops of the poorer sees holding other Church livings in
commendam was routine and indeed an incentive for talented clerics to take the posts at all.
57
Resignation of the regius professorship would have normally followed appointment as a bishop.
Watson estimated his total income from the Church to be £2,000 per annum. Watson, Anecdotes, 490.
58 For a discussion of the political role of eighteenth-century bishops see D. Large, "The Decline of `the
Party of the Crown' and the rise of Parties in the House of Lords, 1783-1837", English Historical
Review, LXXVIII, no. 309, October 1967.
32
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59

60

Watson, "A Letter to his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbu ry ", Sermons on Public Occasions and Tracts
on Religious Subjects (London, 1788, first published 1783), 405.
Watson, Anecdotes, 95. The scheme was published in 1783 as A Letter to his Grace the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

Watson, Anecdotes, 124. The Coalition was an alliance between North's followers and the Whig
faction united behind Charles James Fox.
62 ibid, 125-129. The vote on the India Bill was in effect a vote of confidence in the Coalition.
63 Watson to Pitt, 12 May 1784, Watson, Anecdotes, 129, and Watson to Pitt, 16 May 1784, Public
Record Office, Chatham Papers, PRO 30/8, 137, ff. 176-7.
64 William Cobbett, The Parliamentary History of England (London, 1813), XXVI, 519-521.
65 Watson, Anecdotes, 162 and Parliamentary History, XXVII, 1047 1055.
66 Watson to Pi tt , 4 February 1788, Cambridge University Add MSS, 6958462(1).
67 Watson, Anecdotes, 10, 27, 28, and 143; C.R.O. (Kendal), Wilson Family and Dallam Estate
Papers, WD/D/D11/104, and Trustees of R.L. Watson, WD/AG/Box 141. Dorothy's annuity was
drawn from income derived from Luther's Myles estate in Essex. John Luther (?1739-86), educated
Hackney (a dissenting academy) and Trinity College, Cambridge, MP for Essex 1763-84. He
generally followed the Newcastle-Rockingham Whigs in the Commons. Luther's Sussex property
was the Moore estate near Petworth, which bordered Lord Egremont's estate. Luther's grandfather
Edward had married Sarah Dawtrey, whose family owned the Moore estate as well as property at
Doddinghurst near the Luther home of Myles at Kelvdon Hatch in Essex. Sarah inherited the
family estates when her brother William died without issue. The estates then passed to Edward's
son Richard, and, following his death in 1767, to his son John. See L.B. Namier and J. Brooke
(editors), The House of Commons 1754 1790 (London, HMSO, 1964) III, 64-64, M.M. Lowther, A
Compendious History of Sussex (London, 1870), II, 88, and L.F. Salzman (editor), Victoria County
History of the County of Sussex (London, Oxford University Press, 1953), IV, 174-175, and W.R.
Powell, The Victoria County History of the Counties of England: A History of the County of Essex
(London, Oxford University Press, 1956), IV, 67-68.
68 Watson, Anecdotes, 143 and 144.
69 Cambridge University Archives, Grace Book k, 26 May 1787 and Anecdotes, 183. Immediately
following the appointment of his deputy Watson continued to stay at Cambridge (at least two months
in 1789, see Anecdotes, 235-238), and for many years continued to attend Parliamentary sessions. It is,
therefore, reasonable to conclude that his "retirement" had more to do with pique at not gaining
preferment than total incapacity, although there is no doubting that Watson had been weakened by his
illnesses.
70 The Arnold Greenwood Papers at the Cumbria Record Office (Kendal) contain an abstract of
Watson's title to Calgarth. This document is dated 21/22 September 1789, but it is not clear if this
date refers to the date of the document or the date of purchase. If it is the latter then it would appear
to be a drafting error, as the weight of evidence points to purchase in the autumn of 1788. There exists
a manuscript letter to Arthur Young concerning the purchase dated October 1788 (see n. 65) while in
the Anecdotes Watson recalls that the foundations of the mansion house were laid in the summer of
1789. Furthermore, P. Crossthwafite's map of Windermere of December 1788 notes Calgarth as "Dr.
Ricd. Watson's". C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold Greenwood Papers, WD/AG/Box 140, ff. 1-4; P.
Crossthwaite, An accurate map of the Grand Lake of Windermere, being the largest in England, situate in
Westmorland and Lancashire (London, 1788); and Watson, Anecdotes, 239. During the period before he
purchased Calgarth Watson addressed correspondence from Dallam Tower and London (Great
George Street). Anecdotes, 188 and 197.
71 Watson to Young, 16 October 1788, British Library Add MSS, 35, 126, f. 436.
72 C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold Greenwood Papers, WD/AG/Box 140, f. 1, and George Aitchison,
"Calgarth Hall", CW2, xxxv, 210-211. "P. Taylor" is given as the occupier of the Calgarth estate in
1787 on the map of Windermere in James Clarke's Survey of the Lakes (London, 1787), but this seems
to be a mistake, unless the P. Taylor in question was merely a tenant of the trustees. T.W. Thompson,
Wordsworth's Hawkshead (Oxford, 1970), appendix V, 379.
73 Watson continued to reside at his London house in Great George Street during the Parliamentary
session. He gave a speech in the Lords on the Regency Bill in January 1789. He also continued to
spend at least some time in Cambridge, notwithstanding his retirement from academic duties.
Anecdotes, 200, 224 and 227.
61
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Watson was addressing correspondence from "Calgarth Park" by September 1791. Watson, Anecdotes,
250. See also, Anecdotes, 239; De Quincey, Recollections, 88; Adam Walker, Remarks made in a Tour
from London to the Lakes of Westmorland and Cumberland (London, 1791), 65 66; and T. West, A
Guide to the Lakes in Cumberland, Westmoreland and Lancashire (London, 1796), 64n.
75 C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold Greenwood Papers, WD/AG/Box 140.
76 See William Wordsworth, Guide to the Lakes (edited Alan G. Hill, Select Editions, Devizes, 1992), 40.
77 C.R.O. (Kendal), A rn old Greenwood Papers, "Particulars, Plan, Views, and Condition of Sale of the
Calgarth Park Estate, Windermere", WD/AG/Box 27.
78 C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold Greenwood Papers, Customary Conveyance, WD/AG/Box 141. Watson
paid £1,950.
79 For the significance of Ecclerigg for the Watson family in the nineteenth century see Appendix II.
B0 See M.E. Burkett and J.D.G. Sloss, William Green of Ambleside: A Lake District Artist (1760 1823)
(Kendal, Abbot Hall, 1984), plate one. For the purchase of Ecclerigg see above note 78.
Unfortunately, the original Green painting is now in private hands and its current whereabouts not
known.
81 Both West (1791) and Walker (1796) in the desc ription of their tours refer to Calgarth. Over the years
the notable visitors were to include the Duke of Orleans and Sir Walter Sco tt . Walker, ibid, and West
ibid, and Watson, Anecdotes, 399.
82 De Quincey, Recollections, 86.
83 Watson to Grafton, 12 January, 1789, Anecdotes, 224.
B4 Watson to the Duke of Norfolk, 24 August 1787, Arundel Castle Archives, Howard Letters, 1760 to
1816, volume I. See also Watson, Anecdotes, 187-188. Dr John Douglas, the nominee of Sir James
Lowther, eventually emerged as the successful candidate.
85 Watson to the Duchess of Rutland, 3 April 1789, Watson, Anecdotes, 236-237.
86 A Consistent Protestant [pseud Watson], Considerations on the Expediency of Revising the Liturgy and
74
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Articles of the Church of England in Which Notice is Taken of the Objection to that Measure Urged in Late
Pamphlets (London, 1790), 107.
Watson, "A Sermon Preached Before the Stewards of the Westminster Dispensary, at Their
Anniversary Meeting, in Charlo tte Street Chapel, April 1785", Miscellaneous Tracts and Sermons on
Religious, Political and Agricultural Subjects (London, 1815, first published 1793), I, 475.
B8 Parliamentary History, XXXI, 1257 1279.
89 Watson to Pitt, 15 February 1797, P.R.O., Chatham Papers, second series, PRO 30/8, 1, 187.
90 Watson, An Address to the People of Great Britain (7th edition, London, 1798), 11.
91 Watson, The Substance of a Speech Intended to Have Been Spoken in the House of Lords, November 22nd,
1803 (2nd edition, London, 1803), passim.
92 Watson, Anecdotes, 504.
93 T.L. Hansard, The Parliamentary Debates (London, 1806-20), IV, 169.
94 [William Wordsworth], "A Letter to the Bishop of Llandaff, by a Republican", Wordsworth Poetry and
Prose (edited W.M. Merchant, London, 1955), 81. Wisely Wordswo rth did not publish his letter, for if
he had he would almost certainly have stood trial for seditious libel. See also The Cambridge
Intelligencer, no. 262, 21 July 1798.
95 Watson, An Apology for the Bible in a Series of Letters Addressed to Thomas Paine (London, 1796). In all
twenty-one editions were published. Approximately 11,000 copies were printed during his lifetime.
For an example of Watson's critics see William Blake, "William Blake's Annotation of Watson's
`Apology of the Bible ', The Writings of William Blake (edited Geoffrey Keynes, London, 1925).
96 For example Watson wrote as early as 1791, when he very much approved of the first steps in French
constitutional reform, "as a friend to civil freedom, which consists not in democratic licensciousness,
but in obedience to laws enacted by the general suffrage of a free people, I cannot but rejoice in the
emancipation of the French Nation from the tyranny of regal despotism". Watson, A Charge Delivered
to the Clergy of the Diocese of Llandaff, June 1791 (London, 1791), 5.
97 John Brooke, King George III (St Albans, Panther, 1974), 577.
98
George III to the Bishop of Worcester, 30 November 1803, B ritish Library Add MSS, 36,525, A.f.1.
The Bishop of Worcester at that time was the conservative Richard Hurd (1720-1808).
99 De Quincey, Recollections, 86.
100 Watson had suffered some type of gastric or intestinal illness in 1781 and a relapse in 1787. He was
never quite the same thereafter. He suffered strokes in November 1809 and April 1811. Watson,
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Anecdotes, 87, 182 and 514, and Watson to Viscount Lowther, 15 August 1811, C.R.O. (Carlisle),

Lonsdale MSS, D/Lons/L Deed Box I, bundle 8/-.
Watson, Anecdotes, 502. See also National Library of Wales, Llandaff Diocesan Records, Chapter Act
Book, 1722-1817, LL. CH./5, ff. 204-300. Contrary to popular belief Watson did not neglect his
diocese. He did not reside in his diocese but this was not expected of provincial bishops, who were
expected to spend most of their time in London on parliamentary business. There was an additional
reason in Watson's case as there was no palace or bishop's house in his diocese. See O.W. Jones, "The
Welsh Church in the Eighteenth Century", A History of the Church in Wales (edited D. Walker,
Penarth, University of Wales Publications, 1976), passim.
102 Watson, Anecdotes, 4 and G. Atkinson,
Worthies of Westmorland (London, 1849), I, 182. Watson
remained a feoffee until 1811. C.R.O. (Kendal), WDS/14, Feoffees' Memoranda and Account Book,
1726-1824.
103
Watson to Arthur Young, 12 January 1791, British Library Add MSS, 35, 127, f. 70; Monthly Review,
June 1791, 188; Henry Lonsdale, Worthies of Cumberland (London, 1867-75), 1, 67; C.R.O.
(Carlisle), Curwen MSS, "Plan of the Grand Lake of Windermere", D/CU.
104 See Lonsdale, op. cit.,
67 and C.R.O. (Carlisle), Lonsdale MSS, D/Lons/L, Deed Box I, bundle 8/-.
John Christian Curwen (1756-1828) MP for Carlisle and later Cumberland. Born John Christian he
took the name Curwen on marrying Isabella Curwen heiress to Hen ry Curwen. He was an improving
landowner and responsible for founding the Workington Agricultural Society in 1805. Sir William
Lowther (1757-1844), cousin of James, Earl of Lonsdale, who inherited the viscountcy and the estates
in Cumberland and Westmorland on the death of the Earl in 1807.
105
See John R. Guy, `Bishop Richard Watson and his Lakeland Friends: A Study in Patronage", CW2,
lxxvii, 140-142, and De Quincey, Recollections, 89.
106 See William Burden, Three Letters Addressed to the Bishop of Llandaff on the Non Attention to his Duties as
Regius Professor of Divinity (Cambridge, 1795).
107 Watson, Anecdotes,
479, 503, 506 and 515.
los Watson, Anecdotes, 539 and David Watson MSS, "Letters and Fragments", f. 1.
109 Watson, Anecdotes, 190.
110
David Watson MSS, Letter Book, ff. 98-101, 111-112, 130 and 164; C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold
Greenwood Papers, WD/AG/Tin Box I, and Grant of Annuity by Richard Watson to Maria Low ry
Watson, 6 August 1814, WD/AG/Box 140; and, Venn, Alumni, part II, vol. VI, 369.
111 Guy, CW2, lxxvii, 142 and Venn, Alumni, part II, vol. VI, 374, and David Watson MSS, Will of
Richard Watson.
112 Watson, Anecdotes,
510.
113 Guy, ibid. Richard was the editor of the Anecdotes.
114
Watson's widow Dorothy died on 26 April 1831 aged 81. Their daughter Dorothy died in 1837 aged
60, and Harriet in 1835, aged 56. Both are buried next to their parents' grave at St Martin's. Elizabeth
and Charlotte lived their last years together at Myln Beck Co ttage, near Calgarth. They died within a
week of each other in March 1859 aged 78 and 76 respectively. Ma ry died in Leamington Spa in
1847. The fate of Frances is not yet known. One of the daughters, according to Dorothy Wordsworth,
wrote a novel. I am grateful to Watson's descendent, the late Reverend David C.K. Watson, for
supplying me with the sisters' unfortunate sobriquet. Cumbri a Record Office (Kendal), St Martin's,
Bowness, Burial Register, 12, 30 and 39, and Old Bowness Cemetery Register 1, entries 60 and 61;
David Watson MSS, Will of Richard Watson, and "Concerning the Watson Family", Letters of Dorothy
Wordsworth, (Alan G. Hill (ed.) 1981, Oxford University Press, Oxford), 124; and Westmorland
Gazette, 13 March 1847.
115
David Watson MSS, "Letters and Fragments", f. 164.
116 C.R.O. (Kendal), St Martin's, Bowness, Burial Register, Watson,
Anecdotes, 550 and Westmoreland
Advertiser and Kendal Chronicle, 13 and 20 July 1816.
101
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APPENDIX II
Calgarth Park and the Watson Family after 1816

By his will, Richard Watson entailed Calgarth Park first to his wife, Dorothy, for her
life, thence to his Wilson brother-in-laws, Daniel and Edward, and then to his male
heirs.' Dorothy lived at Calgarth until her death in 1831. At least one of the
daughters, Harriet, shared her mother's widowhood at Calgarth, and she continued
to live at the mansion until her own death in 1835. 2 In the event, the entailment to
the Wilson brothers proved of little relevance, as both had predeceased Dorothy,
and, following her death, the house and the bulk of the estate passed to Watson's
grandson Richard Luther, the son of Charles Luther. The entailment to the heirs
male is of more than technical interest, as Watson's descendants occupied Calgarth
as tenants-in-common, which may have led to a certain distancing of interest in the
estate by some of the later members of the family. This was especially important in
the case of Richard Luther, who had inherited his father's own estate at
neighbouring Ecclerigg in his own right. He seems to have preferred to reside there,
even though he succeeded to the main estate on the death of his grandmother.
Richard Luther may have been particularly distant from the main family in his early
years. His father died in 1814 when he was only three years of age. His mother appears
to have spent at least some of her widowhood at Brompton in Middlesex. She
subsequently remarried, having two children, Elliott and Elizabeth, by her second
husband, Christopher Salter. 3 Richard Luther joined the Rifl e Brigade in 1831 when
he was twenty, becoming a second lieutenant the following year. In 1837 he became a
full lieutenant. He served without particular note, although his choice of career
ensured that he, initially at least, spent much of his time away from his inheritance.
His service included a posting to France, where two of his daughters were born. 4 He
retired in 1842. 5 Following his retirement from the army, he declined to live at the
mansion, preferring his own house and grounds at Ecclerigg, a little to the north of the
main estate. 6 He even went a stage further than merely not residing in the mansion
house, for at some point in the 1840s he let the house to Edward Swinburne. 7
Swinburne was born in 1788, the son of Sir John Swinburne, the sixth baronet,
from Capheaton in Northumberland. 8 He had by his first wife, Anna Nassau, nine
children. Calgarth, therefore, provided him with a suitably large and impressive
house prior to his coming into his own inheritance. These plans came to nought
when Edward predeceased his father, dying in 1855. The house then appears to
have been occupied only by domestic servants for the next twenty-nine years. 9
Richard Luther for his part, although not residing at his family seat, appears to
have fully entered into county life, becoming a magistrate and deputy lord
lieutenant, and in 1857 high sheriff. He was also well liked, extremely generous,
and, like his grandfather, renowned for his determination and independence.
Towards the end of his life he lived primarily at his London address of 36 Harley
Street.'° However, despite his generosity of spirit, the mansion suffered neglect
during his lifetime, to the extent that in his will he made provision for its repair. He
also bestowed annuities on all of his four daughters, as well as his step brother and
sister." The charge upon the estate, despite its size, proved too much, and the
trustees sold off considerable portions, realising £ 19,703.'2

tcwaas_002_1994_vol94_0015

RICHARD WATSON: WESTMORLAND "STATESMAN"? ^ 199

Richard Luther had no sons and he was succeeded at Calgarth by Charles Edward
Watson, the fourth son of Richard Watson, the youngest son of the Bishop of Llandaff.
This was a fortuitous alliance as Charles Edward had married his cousin, Richard
Luther's eldest daughter Louisa. However, the couple do not appear to have taken up
full residence at the mansion until 1884, possibly as a result of the repairs that had to
be carried out on the main building. 13 Charles Edward was also a soldier, having
served in the 7th Regiment of Foot (the Royal Fusiliers). He appears to have had a
more active military career than Richard Luther, seeing action in the Crimea and
being severely wounded at the Alma. He retired having achieved the rank of
lieutenant-colonel. He does not appear to have used the house at Ecclerigg, which by
1881 was occupied by Charles Dunn and family from Lancaster. 14 Charles Edward
died in 1894 and was succeeded by his youngest brother Christopher Knight Watson.
Inheriting the property so late in life (he was seventy in 1894) meant that he had
built a life away from the Lake District, and indeed his principal residence was in
Bedford Square, London, rather than Calgarth. 15 He died in 1902 and was
succeeded by his son, Major Christopher Godfrey Watson. 16 He was to prove the
last of the Watsons to reside at the mansion. Perhaps the estate had never recovered
from the generosity of Richard Luther, or perhaps it had suffered from disinterested
management from members of the family who came into the property relatively late
in life. Whatever the reason, the estate was put on the market in 1908 and auctioned
in Manchester in July. The mansion house, surrounding grounds and outhouses
were purchased for £15,000 by Oswald Hedley from Newcastle. Calgarth Hall, the
original building on the south side of the Troutbeck, and Ecclerigg, however, both
failed to reach their reserves and were withdrawn." Perhaps out of sensitivity for the
family, Hedley did not immediately take up residence at the mansion, and
Christopher Godfrey stayed on for a year as a tenant. 18 Hedley was, however,
resident by 1910, and Christopher Godfrey took the option eschewed by the Bishop
of Llandaff some 120 years earlier and decided to live at the old hall. It was not a
situation that prevailed for very long as in 1912 he died.
The death of Christopher Godfrey marked the end of the Watson connection with
Calgarth. It may be assumed that the final vestiges of the Watson estate were sold in
the years before the First World War. At the start of the war, Hedley converted the
house into a military hospital, and afterwards he again converted it, this time into a
hospital for crippled children. This remained its use until 1970 when it was closed
by the National Health Service. Its use was subsequently acquired by the British
Federation of University Women, under whose auspices it was converted into
residential flats. The house remains the property of a Hedley Charitable Trust. 19
Godfrey Watson followed his father into the Royal Artillery, and eventually
became lieutenant-colonel of the Sixth Indian Field Regiment. A Christian Scientist,
in February 1943 he declined medical treatment when suffering from pneumonia
and died as the result. His son David Christopher Knight Watson, after service as an
officer in the Royal Horse Artillery and study at St John's College, Cambridge, was
ordained into the Church of England. He went on to lead a famous charismatic
ministry at St Michael-le-Belfrey, York, and ultimately to found the Belfrey Trust,
whose work still continues. He died in February 1984. 20 His widow Mrs Anne
Watson is executive officer for the Belfrey Trust. His daughter Fiona and son Guy
are the direct descendants of Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff.
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Notes to Appendix II
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David Watson MSS, Will of Richard Watson.
C.R.O. (Kendal), Arnold Greenwood Papers, Will of Harriet Watson, WD/AG/Box 141. For
genealogical details of the Watson family see Appendix I: the Watson Family from 1550.
C.R.O. (Kendal), A rn old Greenwood Papers, Indenture, 6 August 1814, WD/AG/Box 140. Abstract
of Title of the Trustees under the Will of Richard Luther Watson, WD/AG/Box 27.
C.R.O. (Kendal), A rn old Greenwood Papers, Will of Harriet Watson, WD/AG/Box 141, and 1851
Census. The daughters were Elizabeth and Margaret.
I am grateful to Miss Jennifer Leake of the National Army Museum for supplying me with this and
other information concerning the military careers of the later Watsons. See also, Westmorland Gazette,
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