ART. III — A Bronze Age Cordoned Urn, jet bead and other artefacts from Greystoke
Moor, Cumbria, with notes on fusiform beads, necklaces, and Cumbrian ornaments
in jet.
By COLIN RICHARDSON, B.A. M.Phil. and ANN M. HALLAM, B.A. M.Phil.

O

n 29 March 1990, during the construction of a road through Greystoke
Plantation on Greystoke Moor (c. NY 417 297), a mechanical digger, whilst
excavating to a depth of `about half a metre', unearthed a complete urn and other
objects. 1 The vessel rolled off an uplifted load of earth and into a ditch prior to its
retrieval. It was full of cremated bone fragments and soil, on top of which lay a
single biconical jet bead. It is possible that other jet beads were scattered when the
pot was thrown by the machine, and this is a point which will be discussed later on.
Subsequent sieving of the contents failed to produce any further finds. Two
unassociated sherds of Bronze Age pottery from separate vessels were found when
the site was visited by Colin Richardson and Mary Robinson on 5 April 1990.
By then the site had been cleared of conifers and the area in the vicinity of the find
spot had been badly disturbed by the machine. A thorough ground search resulted
in the discovery of the two additional pottery sherds and a small quantity of charcoal
and cremated bone. It was evident that a cremation burial had been destroyed.
Whether destruction occurred during tree planting in the 1960s, or during machine
excavation at the time of the present discovery, it is impossible to say.
The Cordoned Urn (Acc. No. 1992-46.1) Fig. 1,1
The urn is biconical, with a slight cordon emphasising its widest point. This cordon
would appear to have been created in the process of building the vessel, rather than
by subsequently applying a separate strip of clay. The upper part has been
constructed of two layers of clay, and the base is slightly dished externally. A steeply
inclined rim bevel carries a single line of impressed twisted cord ornament. On the
upper part of the vessel, two similar lines of ornament enclose pendant chevrons,
centred approximately 45 mm apart and executed in paired lines of twisted cord
impressions. The interior seems to have been smoothed with a pad made of some
substance such as grass.
The dimensions of the urn are: max. ht. 191 mm with a maximum depth of 74
mm to the upper portion; max. mouth diam. 197 mm; max. diam. of lower edge of
rim bevel 175 mm; max. base diam. 124 mm. The surfaces of the vessel are brown
(7.5 YR 5/4). The core of the main part is very dark greyish brown (10 YR 3/2),
whereas that of the outer layer of the upper part of the vessel is brown (7.5 YR 5/4).
The clay matrix has been filled with angular crushed stone and some grog, which
shows as grey (2.5 YR N6/).
The urn is complete except that a large sherd broke away when it fell. A fairly
large vertical crack would appear to have been caused by the penetration of conifer
roots, and the vessel is becoming less robust as it dries out. Characteristically, the
ware has not been fired high enough to reach the irreversible sintering point, though
it is better fired than the Ewanrigg collared urns. Commenting on the ceramics from
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this site, which included a well-fired jointing piece, part of the bellows assembly for a
metalworking furnace, Longworth remarked:If the pyrotechnology associated with metalworking was accessible to Collared Urn potters
then the low firing used in the pot manufacture ... can be seen as a deliberate choice and
not a product of inferior technological knowledge. 2

The Greystoke urn is clearly related technically to the Collared Urn tradition and
some would regard it as a collared urn with a `weak' collar. In typological discussion,
however, it is preferable to focus on two of its features, the possession of a
rudimentary cordon and the bipartite, biconical form.
Cordoned urns are defined by the absence of a well-defined collar. Strictly, they
should be characterised by the cordons, or strips of clay applied to the circumference
of the pot as a secondary feature. However, weak `cordons' may sometimes be
created as part of the pot building process, and close examination of the section does
not always reveal the means by which the effect was achieved. Such `cordons' and
`incipient cordons' are more widespread than the Cordoned Urn class itself, and
may be seen on such vessels as food vessels and collared urns, especially at the
shoulder, where the sharply-articulated angle might need reinforcement. Perhaps the
cordon developed from a functional into a decorative feature.
Cordoned urns are commonly tripartite, sometimes with a tendency to a barrelshaped profile. 3 The lost three-zoned Hackthorpe Hall urn cannot have been
accurately represented. 4 It has been designated a collared urn, 5 but it appears to
carry a `cordon' at the lower edge of the collar and a twisted cord motif on the
`collar' reminiscent of our Greystoke example. The Greystoke urn is an example of
the somewhat rarer biconical form. In such a case, as Kavanagh remarks, `the vessel
takes on an appearance very similar to that of a collared urn.' 6 Indeed, Lynch
remarks on the difficulty of fitting certain Anglesey Bronze Age vessels into strict
food vessel, collared urn, or cordoned urn categories.'
Decoration on cordoned urns is usually restricted to the rim bevel and to the
uppermost portion of the pot. In general, easily executed incised decoration tends to
predominate over impressed motifs. The Greystoke vessel is amongst those
decorated with a carefully thought out design in twisted cord impressions. The motif
is clearly one of the variants on the chevrons and triangles decorative repertoire so
widely used on collared urns.
Fig. 2 shows the two most broadly similar vessels from Cumbria. That from Old
Parks, Kirkoswald, Cumbria, is the more like, 8 whilst that from Urswick, which was
found with a Secondary Series North Western Style collared urn, resembles
Greystoke in form only. 9 Fig. 3 shows three vessels selected from a wider area. The
context for that from Harby/Stathern, Leicestershire, would appear to be
unknown.'° That from Little Downham, Ely, was higher up in the same ash-filled
pit as an undecorated Secondary Series collared urn." That from Balcalk,
Forfarshire, 12 contained a magnificent and apparently complete jet necklace made
up of fusiform beads and ornamented spacer plates.
Collared Urn Sherd (Acc. No. 1992-46.3)
This sherd comes from the lower edge of the collar of a collared urn. It shows a
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typical collared urn `sandwich' section. The exterior is light yellowish brown (10 YR
6/4), the interior is pale brown (10 YR 6/3), whilst the core is very dark grey (10 YR
3/1). Two types of filler have been used, angular crushed stone and grog. The grog
shows as roundish particles up to 2 mm, yellowish brown (10 YR 5/6) . The diameter
of the lower edge of the collar is approximately 240 mm. The collar is decorated
with the hurdle motif executed in twisted cord.
The five other known Cumbrian examples of the hurdle motif, which are all
executed in twisted cord, 13 likewise occur on the collar of a collared urn. As
Longworth's plates show, this is the normal location: only rarely does the motif
appear either on the interior rim bevel or on the neck or is incised or executed in
whipped cord. 14 The profile in Fig. 4 is based on the Aglionby vessel.
The Plain Sherd (Acc. no. 1992-46.4)
This undecorated sherd is 6 mm thick and has an approximate diameter of 140 mm.
These measurements are consistent with its coming from the lower part of a vessel,
possibly a collared urn. The clay body is reddish yellow (5 YR 6/6) and filled with
ample grog (2.5 YR 5/6) and some stone. This mix is more frequent in beakers and
Primary Series collared urns than in examples of the Secondary Series. This sherd is
not illustrated.
The Jet Bead (Acc. No. 1992-46.2) Fig. 1,2
This highly polished jet bead 15 is of a type frequently referred to as `fusiform', which
the Oxford Dictionary defines as `shaped like a spindle or cigar, tapering at both
ends.' This terminology, however, is unsatisfactory and fails to distinguish between
barrel-shaped, cylindrical and biconical beads. The various types, evidence of wear,
drilling techniques employed and age, are discussed by Morrison, although no
classification is attempted. 16 Annable describes barrel-shaped beads as `fusiform'
and lists biconical beads as a separate type, as do others. 17 For present purposes, the
term `fusiform' will be retained, bearing in mind its imprecise and generic nature.
The dimensions of the Greystoke bead are: max. length 29 mm; max diam. at

FIG. 4. Collared Urn sherd from Greystoke (reconstruction).
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central girth point 8 mm; surface diam. of each perforation 2.5 mm; diam. of bead
ends 5 mm. The majority of fusiform beads vary in length from 12 mm to 29 mm,
so the present example is amongst the largest recorded. It has been drilled axially
with an `elbow bend' halfway along the perforation. This bend indicates that the
hole has been drilled from each end to meet at the centre point. Morrison illustrates
examples of broken fusiform beads which show clearly the technique of boring from
each end, the holes not meeting in the centre. 18 This creates a weak point resulting
in body fractures.
Both ends of the Greystoke bead are sliced across at shallow angles. One end
carries a definite end notch and a second groove which is probably a surface mark
rather than a deliberate notch. Where end notches are found, they may indicate that
a bead was once part of a necklace with a cross-stringing arrangement. 19 The slight
nicking at one end in many of the barrel-shaped beads from Kyloe,
Northumberland, was noted by Newman, 20 who suggested that it was the result of
wear, either from stitches holding the beads on to a backing, or from threads holding
strings of beads in a fixed relation to one another without actual contact. 21
The profile at the central girth point is not sharply angled, as is the case with some
biconical beads, but is rounded and tapers gradually towards the ends. The overall
shape is asymmetrical, which is not an uncommon feature in many biconical or
barrel-shaped beads. 22 This bead form can be seen in such crescentic necklaces as
that from Pitkennedy, Angus, 23 Mount Stewart, Bute, 24 and in single or double
stringed necklaces like that from Man Toft, Egton, Yorkshire 25 (Fig. 5,1) . The wide
range of variation from the symmetrical barrel shape in the case of the Masterton
necklace is noted by Henshall, who points out the varying degrees of wear around
the widest part, with some beads even exhibiting slight hollows as a result of wear. 26
In beads where the asymmetry is not the result of wear, as in the Greystoke example,
the finished shape must be either intentional or the result of inferior workmanship
during the final stages of abrading and polishing. The marked flattening on the sides
of some fusiform beads, such as those from Kyloe and Masterton, is deliberate: the
flattening preserves the crescentic form of the necklace during wear.
The skill with which these Bronze Age craftsmen were able to drill a smalldiameter hole through the raw material has frequently been commented upon. The
drilling of intricate designs on spacer plates and the production of Y-shaped borings
indicate bits or awls operated by a bow drill. Flint, stone and bone can be used as
boring-bit material, but the technical standard achieved would suggest metal,
probably bronze. It is possible that holes were drilled in roughed-out pieces of jet
before final shaping into bead size.

Jet Necklaces and Fusiform Beads: some general comments

While fusiform beads are found in small groups, or more rarely as single finds, by far
the vast majority are from elaborate crescentic spacer-plate necklaces (Fig. 5,2)
associated with Early Bronze Age cist burials in Scotland and northern England.
These necklaces and their associations have been fully discussed by Callander 27 and
Craw 28 and, more recently, by Morrison. 29
A number of the early finds from Scotland, England and Wales are to be found in
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Evans. 30 Scottish jet necklaces fall into two broad groups, single-stringed and
crescentic spacer-plate types. Callander lists the numbers, bead types and
associations found in both categories from Scotland, while Morrison has updated
the spacer-plate necklaces, beads and other items from the Scottish sites. A useful
list of spacer-plate necklaces, beads, other component parts and associated artefacts
from sites in England is provided by Craw. It is worth noting that, in many sources,
the term `association' may be extended to include objects from the same site rather
than being limited to objects from the same deposit.
These necklaces have a wide distribution in Scotland and are also found in
Northumberland, Yorkshire and Derbyshire, with outliers in Wales and in the
southern counties of England. Their association appears to be firmly with food
vessels, 31 although Callander records both beakers and cinerary urns associated with
necklaces in Scotland. 32 Henshall, however, queries the Beaker associations as
`doubtful or equivocal' and sees the link with Food Vessels as firmly established. 33
The problem is that many of these early discoveries are described simply as `urns' or
`cinerary urns', and these terms do not distinguish between collared urns and other
types such as the Greystoke urn.
Within the area of the three northern counties, Northumberland, Durham, and
Cumbria, only two jet spacer-plate necklaces, from Kyloe and from High
Cocklaw, have survived. Both were found with food vessels. 34 The disc and barrel
beads from Mecklin Park, Santon Bridge, were recovered from the same cairn as
food vessel fragments. 35 Two spacer-plates are recorded from Cumbria, and not
one as stated by Annable, 36 although only one of these definitely originated from a
Cumbrian site. The first, an undecorated example with four transverse
perforations, came from Crosby Garrett (Barrow 176), and unfortunately lacked
pottery associations. 37 The second, an undecorated example with seven
perforations, formerly in the Crosthwaite Museum, Keswick, is almost certainly a
local find and may well have come from the Hesket Newmarket mound opened in
1794. 38 For a complete list of Cumbrian prehistoric jet objects and their contexts
see Table 1.
The number of fusiform beads incorporated into a single necklace varies
considerably. Some of the more complete examples of the crescentic spacer-plate,
such as Balcalk (Fig. 5,2), Dam of Burgie, Pitkennedy, Burgie Lodge, Mount Stuart
and Poltalloch, possess in excess of 100 beads. In his reconstruction of the Kyloe
necklace, Newman suggests that 195 barrel-shaped beads would be required for its
completion. 39 Disc bead necklaces such as that from Mecklin Park share distribution
and association patterns with crescentic spacer-plate necklaces, while stringed
necklaces of the Blawearie type from Northumberland 40 (Fig. 5,3) consisting of
mixed fusiform and disc beads, are also found in Scotland and Yorkshire. The
various necklace types, beads and associated artefacts from sites in Northumberland,
Durham and Cumbria are listed and discussed by Annable. 41
While spacer-plate and single-stringed necklaces account for the bulk of the
recorded fusiform beads, there are a few instances of single beads from burial
contexts. Especially noteworthy is the Food Vessel cist cremation burial at Scalpsie,
Bute, 42 which produced a single fusiform bead. This led Callander to suggest that it
`may have been the sole ornament possessed by the wearer.' 43 Other Scottish sites
have yielded single fusiform beads, some of extremely large dimensions, 44 while
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single unassociated finds are not unknown. At Knock Hills, Roxburghshire, Cairn
No. 1 contained only two fusiform beads, 45 although other objects were present,
including two jet buttons, flints, `rough pottery fragments' and charcoal deposits.
The nature of the six burials is unclear, whether inhumed or cremated, although
Cairn No. 2 on the same site did produce `unburnt bone' and beaker fragments. It is
highly likely that the less well off in Bronze Age society could afford only one or two
beads, and some of these appear even to have originated from formerly complete
spacer-plate necklaces.

Burial Rites and Associations

It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss in any depth the varied sepulchral
rites and associated objects from sites which have produced jet necklaces and
beads of fusiform type. The Scottish material has received detailed treatment from
Callander, Morrison and others, while the local region is adequately surveyed by
Annable with few notable omissions apart from the Hesket Newmarket bead and
the unassociated Hurlbarrow ring. In Scotland, the associations tend to be with
female inhumations, although male associations are also recorded. 46 The evidence
from Yorkshire, Derbyshire and Wiltshire lends support to the mainly female links
with the deposition of these particular jet ornaments. In Scotland and north-east
England the majority are from cist burials. In Cumbria, the evidence for
deposition of jet objects within a cist is lacking, although cists occurred at
Hackthorpe Ha11, 47 Broomrigg, 48 and possibly Old Parks. 49 Hackthorpe Hall
yielded a jet ornament of unknown type and from Broomrigg came disc beads and
a V-perforated button.
Out of a total of 59 sites in Scotland with jet spacer-plate necklace and bead
associations listed by Morrison, evidence of the burial rite survived in 30. There
were 22 inhumations, four cremations and four possible combination rites. 50 In the
local area, Annable emphasises the lack of burial rite evidence `associated with the
deposition of the majority of spacer-plate necklaces', no human remains at all were
recorded from the sites at High Cocklaw, Humbleton, Kyloe, Park End and
Warksburn. 51 However, it should be noted that skeletal material is easily destroyed
in acidic contexts: inhumations may have been more heavily represented than the
published records indicate.
The Crosby Garrett spacer-plate was found close to an adult female cremation
overlain by two infant cremations, while the Hesket Newmarket barrel bead (and
possibly a spacer-plate and a biconical bead also) came from a mound which
contained cremations. 52 The biconical beads from Old Parks were found inside an
accessory cup. The oval cairn itself concealed in excess of thirty cremation deposits
and some possibly earlier extended inhumations. 53 Unassociated with the accessory
cup and the jet beads were sherds of both a collared urn and a cordoned urn. 54
Probably these were associated with cremation burials. At the Mecklin Park cairn,
which produced an annular bead or whorl in addition to the disc bead necklace and
barrel beads, two hollows produced charcoal and grey ash, doubtfully the remains of
cremation burials.55
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TABLE 1

Jet objects of prehistoric date from Cumbria

Associated pottery

Jet objects

Other associated
finds

:

)
Place

Site type

Broomrigg `C'
Ainstable

Cairn within
stone circle

Brownelson

Circular
crop mark

Crosby Garrett
(Barrow 176)

Cairn

Dale Moor, Dale Banks,
Crosby Ravensworth

Mound/Cairn

Grey Croft, Seascale

Stone circle
and cairn

Hackthorpe Hall

Mound

Hesket Newmarket

Mound

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Present location

References

Remarks

Tullie House Museum

CW2, 1, 40, Pl. IV, 2
CW2, lxvii, 25

One complete cist and a `wrecked' cist lay within burial circle
`C'. 13 disc beads; V-perforated button.

Tullie House Museum

CW2, lxxxix, 59-60, Fig. 6, 10

Fieldwalking survey, Solway plain, 1983-4. Broken fragment
of barrel bead, drilled from both ends.

British Museum

Greenwell, W., and Rolleston, G., British
Barrows (1877), 391-3; Kinnes, I.A., and
Longworth, LH., Catalogue of the Greenwell
Collection (1985), 98-9, Cat. No. 176, Fig.

Described as a `spacer bead' in CW2, lxvii, 25, the object is an
undecorated spacer-plate with four perforations. Found near an
adult female cremation with two infant inhumations above it;
possibly associated with this mixed rite deposit.

British Museum
[1881 5-19 16]

Proc. Soc. Antiq. London, 2nd. Ser.,
vii (1876-8), 214; CW2, lxvii, 24

Total of 46 disc beads of varying thickness, found with fragments of `Early British pottery' (now lost) and unburnt bones.

Tullie House Museum

CW2, lvii, 1-8, Fig. 3

Part only of a ring broken in antiquity found `under the eastern
edge of the cairn in Trench C-D'. Cremated bone came from
the cairn.

+

+

+
+

Hur1barrow,
Ponsonby

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Cairn or
ring cairn

Moor Divock,
Askham

Mound or
cairn

Old Parks,
Kirkoswald

Cairn

+

+

+

Mecklin Park,
Santon Bridge

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
+?

+?

+

+

+?

+

+?

+?

+

+

+

+

+

Private possession, lost? CWJ, ii, 11-4

In the centre of the mound an empty cist was found and below
it a second cist which contained `a large quantity of human
bones broken into fragments'. Near this cist were found flints,
urn fragments and cremation deposits. The jet object is merely
described as `A broken piece which had formed part of an
ornament'.

Tullie House Museum
[Bead only]

Whellan, W., The History and Topography

Mound removed in 1794 `Covering several places where human
bones had been burnt and deposited ... numerous pieces of
flint and stone beads, and a stone battle-axe'. Large barrelshaped jet bead. Length 39 mm.

Private possession

CW2, lxxxiv, 10-2; C.B.A. Grp. 3,
Arch. Newsbull. No. 4, Jan. 1969, 10

Large jet ring, ext. diam. 48mm. Dating uncertain, possibly
later Bronze Age or Iron Age. Found during drainage digging in
an area where small cairns of unknown date had been removed.

Tullie House Museum

C.B.A. Grp 3, Arch. Newsbull. No. 4,
Jan. 1969, 10; Thomas, N., A Guide
to Prehistoric England (1960), 62; CW2,
lxvii, 22, 25; CW2, lxxxv, 11-7, Pl. 2

Necklace of 100 flat disc beads and two barrel beads (one
fragmentary). The jet object sometimes described as a `pulleyring', is a quoit-shaped annular bead with a flattened edge.

Tullie House Museum

CW2, xl, 113; CW2, lxvii, 25

V-perforated button.
Precise circumstances of find unknown.

Tullie House Museum

CW1, xiii, 389-99, Pl. 1; Beckensall,
S., Cumbrian Prehistoric Rock Art:

A complex multi-period site with some 32 cremation deposits;
two possible 'cists' or deeply cut graves; and five upright stone
slabs with rock-art on three of them. Total of 12 biconical beads
(one lost); one perforated flat disc which could be a bead or a
button; and an annular bead or whorl.

of the Counties of Cumberland and
Westmorland, (1860), 225; CW2, v, 308;
CW2, xxiii, 241; CW2, lxvii, 25.

Symbols, Monuments and
Landscape (1992), 20-5

Woodhead,
Bewcastle

Unprovenanced, but
probably local.
Hesket Newmarket?

Hut circle or
ring cairn

+?

+

+
+

+

+

+

Tullie House Museum

CW2, xl, 162-6, fig. 11; CW2, lxvii, 25

V-perforated button and pulley-ring found `in the middle of the
hut-circle'. The two holes filled `with dark greyish material
containing ash', may have been cremation deposits. This site is
likely to have been a ring-cairn rather than a dwelling.

British Museum Sturge
collection St 104T
Cumberland
Crosthwaite's
Museum 9.70

CW2, lxvii, 25, No. 9; Crosthwaite
Museum, Keswick, Sale Catalogue,

Jet spacer-plate, undecorated, highly polished, with seven
straight perforations running through it, L. 43mm. The
Crosthwaite sale catalogue entry refers to it having eight
transverse holes, but it is undoubtedly the same object.
Biconical jet bead, max. eternal diameter 8mm; max. L.
20.3mm. Both objects acquired by the British Museum from the
sale at Crosthwaite's Museum, Keswick in 1870. Suggested
origin, Hesket Newmarket, in CW2, lxvii, 25, No. 9.
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Jet Necklaces and Fusiform Beads: dating evidence
Various attempts have been made to establish a closer chronology for jet necklaces
through a study of burial practices and grave goods. Clues have been sought in
pottery and metalwork typology and decorative styles. In recent years this research
has been assisted by a series of radiocarbon dates.
The association of jet necklaces and fusiform beads with food vessels has already
been noted. The available radiocarbon dates for food vessels range from c.
1700-1300 óc. 56 Three cists from the cist cemetery at Almondbank, Perthshire, are
of particular interest. Cist II produced a food vessel and both inhumed and
cremated bone, with a radiocarbon date of 1606 ± 80 bc. Cist VII, which contained
a crouched inhumation, jet beads of mixed types and flints, yielded a date of 1567 ±
50 bc. Cist IX, which was damaged, contained a jet necklace of both disc and
oblong beads and a fl int knife. 57 The cist burial at South Mound, Houston,
Renfrewshire, produced the remains of two spacer-plate necklaces, 78 fusiform
beads, a food vessel, a bronze awl, and both inhumed and cremated bone, with a
radiocarbon date of 1685 ± 120 óc. 58
Comparisons have also been drawn before fusiform beads and the lenticular
decoration found on bronze and gold metalwork of the period. The cist burial at
Melfort, Argyll, contained two identical bronze armlets with lenticular decoration
and two jet spacer-plate necklaces with fusiform beads. 59 The close similarity
between the decoration on the Melfort armlets and the lentoid bosses on the gold
cape from Mold, Flintshire, 60 which is regarded as post-Wessex, led to suggestions
that jet necklaces should also be regarded as chronologically late. However, parallels
have also been drawn bètween the Melfort armlets and metalwork from the Migdale
phase of the Early Bronze Age. 61 It is also evident that jet spacer-plate necklaces
were in use over a long period of time prior to their deposition. The heavy wear on
spacers and beads and repeated repairs testify to this longevity.
The crescentic shape of the necklaces and the decoration on the spacer-plates
recalls the gold sheet collars or lunulae of the Early Bronze Age. Craw suggested
that the decoration on the lunulae may have been derived or influenced by the
design of spacer-plate necklaces. 62 Taylor however, argues that such decoration has
a close affinity with indigenous Beaker pottery motifs, which were established by
about 1700 B.C., and that these motifs were appearing independently on lunulae
and spacer-plate necklaces without their being necessarily a close association
between the two. 63 However, such attempts to arrive at a closer dating for the origin
of the decoration on spacer-plate necklaces does not really assist in establishing
when these necklaces first appeared. The survival of undecorated necklaces further
complicates the picture. Did the latter appear before spacer-plate designs became
fashionable, or did they emerge much later, when such decoration was no longer
popular? 64

Jet Objects from Cumbria
A useful list of Cumbrian prehistoric jet objects was published by Clare Fell in
1967, 65 the only omissions of note being Old Parks and Greystoke. In the
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TABLE 2

Jet objects of uncertain date from Cumbria, including items of possible prehistoric origin
Remarks

References

Place

Present location

Drigg

Tullie House Museum

Gascow Ulverston

Unknown

North Lonsdale Field Club
(Dec. 1923), 1

Described as `a large ri ng of jet' and one of a number of objects
claimed to be `prehistoric' recovered during drainage operations
during `the last few years' (ie. 1923).

Low Lightburn Park
Ulverston

Barrow Museum

Dobson, J., Atkinson, W.G., Two Reports

During drainage and road making operations in 1922, a variety
of objects were found and identified as `Iron Age'. They
included two jet objects and 20 small black perforated beads
`fused together'. A later study by Clare Fell suggests a postmedieval date, although three potsherds were identified as
Romano-British.

Ring fragment with o riginal in ^diam. about 17mm. Found `in
association' with other objects on the surface of the raised beach
gravels. The other finds include two stone `cult heads'; bronze
ri ng; stone whorls; bone fragment; Romano-British coarse ware
rim sherd. Ring probably Roman period.

Dealing with Finds of Prehistoric Remains
in the Furness District, North Lonsdale
Field Club (Dec. 1923); CW2, xlvii,
237-8

Maiden Castle
Stainmore

Tullie House Museum

CW2, xv, 192-3

A large jet ring, max. ext. diam. 50mm. Formerly in the
collection of the Rev. T. Westgarth and listed with Roman finds
from excavations at Maiden Castle, Stainmore. Probably late
Iron Age or Roman period in date.

Shap

Unknown

Tullie House Museum Catalogue
(1859), p. 5

The circumstances of the find are unknown, the entry in the
catalogue merely states `a flat round ornament of jet, of unusual
character'. This could be a description of a disc bead, although
no mention is made of a perforati on. Exhibited by the Rev.
J. Simpson, vicar of Shap.

Spain Wood

Tullie House Museum

CW2, lxxxix, 65-6, Fig. 6, 1 & 2

Fieldwalking survey of Solway Plain, 1983-4. Annular jet bead
is possibly Roman, but could be earlier. Bangle fragment could
be pre-Roman or Roman period.

Unprovenanced
but local find

Tullie House Museum
Gillbanks Bequest

Unpublished

No data on the circumstances of the find. The Gillbanks
Bequest contains both prehistoric and Roman material. The
bulk of the latter is from Kirkby Thore.
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intervening years, further items have come to light and the discovery of the
Greystoke bead provides a suitable opportunity to update the Cumbrian finds. In
addition, a number of previously published finds have been inadequately recorded or
incorrectly identified, including objects in the Tullie House collection. Present
limitations of space preclude a detailed treatment of this material and the results of
this work will appear in future Transactions. 66 Table 1 lists all the known prehistoric
jet objects from the county, with their site, burial and artefactual associations. Table
2 includes local jet items of uncertain date. Some of these are possibly prehistoric,
while others are more likely to be Roman period or later.
Report on the cremated skeletal material (Acc. No. 1992-46.8)

By Joy Langston
The following fragments were recognisable following the sieving of the contents of
the urn:
Cranium
Vertebrae — all levels (cervical, thoracic and lumbar)
Innominate (hip bone)
Long bones (including proximal tibia, distal femur, distal radius, distal humerus,
phalanges, and probable humeral head and part of shaft)
(i)
The bones represent the remains of at least two individuals — one adult and
one sub-adult. Two distal radial fragments were examined and their similarity in size
suggested that they were from the same individual. The sub-adult is represented
only by a single bone — a distal end of radius with an unfused epiphyis. There is also
a thoracic vertebra with a possible unfused surface, but this is indistinct owing to the
condition of the bone.
(ii) The sex of the individuals is unascertainable as no diagnostic fragments
remain. The older individual is at least post mid-twenties as all the epiphyses are
fused. The sub-adult died in the mid to late teens as fusion of the distal radius
(which commences between the ages of fifteen and twenty) is incomplete.
(iii) Among the skull fragments are two pieces of mandible and part of the maxilla.
All show sockets where teeth have been lost post-mortem, but no teeth were found.
(iv) The temperature of the cremation fire must have been relatively low for the
bone to have been preserved in such recognisable form. It is perhaps odd that, whilst
two distal ends of radius were found, no distal ends of ulna have survived. Could
this possibly be the result of the collection procedure of bone prior to placing in the
cremation urn?

Summary

The accidental discovery of a jet bead in association with a cremation contained in a
biconical cordoned urn is noteworthy. There was no evidence for a cist, and, though
the cist tradition is present in Cumbria, no jet ornaments have been recovered from
within cist burials in the area.
Cordoned urns in Cumbria are few. At Old Parks, a single-stringed jet necklace
was found contained in an accessory cup. There were in addition unassociated sherds

tcwaas_002_1995_vol95_0005

TABLE 3
Selected radiocarbon dates
Radiocarbon dates
(uncalibrated bc)

Location

Associations

References

1685±120 bc

South Mound, Houston

Food Vessel, inhumation, cremation, bronze awl,
spacer plates, 78 fusiform beads

Morrison 1979

1670±60 bc (HAR-712)

Brenig 45

Primary Series collared urn, cremation

Lynch 1975

1625±70 bc

Downpatrick

Settlement, Phase I, beaker, cordoned urn

Cited in Burgess 1974

1606±80 bc

Almondbank Cist II

Food Vessel, inhumation, cremation

Stewart 1973, 40-1

1567±50 bc

Almondbank Cist VII

Crouched inhumation, jet beads, flints

Stewart 1975, 40

1550±70 bc (HAR-803)

Brenig 51

Beaker occupation spread

Lynch et al. 1974

1550±100 bc

Church Lawton North

Cordoned urn, cremation

McNeil pers. comm.

1470±70 bc (HAR-712)

Brenig 51

Secondary Series Collared urn, cremation

Lynch et al. 1974

1350±80 bc

Church Lawton North

Cordoned urn, cremation

McNeil pers. comm.

1315±80 bc

Downpatrick

Settlement, Phase II, latest date, Cordoned urns

Cited in Burgess 1974

1307±80 bc

Bedd Branwen

Cordoned urn, cremation

Cited in Burgess 1974

1280±70 bc (HAR-503)

Brenig 44

2 Secondary Series collared urns, accessory cup,
2 clay studs, piano-convex flint knife

Lynch et al. 1974
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of `drinking cup' ware, of a cordoned urn and of a collared urn. This ceramic range
is similar to that at Greystoke, where a plain sherd of collared urn character and also
an undoubted collared urn sherd were found in addition to the biconical cordoned
urn cremation deposit.
The cremation itself may be paralleled elsewhere. Generally, a token cremation
deposit seems to have been recovered from the funeral pyre, and this raises the
question of the possible tokenism of associated artefacts. Secondly, on occasion,
parts of the cremated skeletons of more than one individual were included. The
Crosby Garrett example of an adult female and two infants has already been
mentioned. An adult and child were interred in a collared urn from Saddleworth, 67
and also in an enlarged accessory cup from Hare Hill, near Skipton. 68 At Brenig 44,
a collared urn was inverted over the cremated remains of at least two adults. 69
However, a high proportion of recorded Bronze Age cremations have never been
analysed.
The closest Cumbrian parallel for the Greystoke ornament is the ex-Crosthwaite
Museum bead. It possesses the same slender biconical profile, although the central
girth is more rounded and less angular than the Greystoke example. The biconical
beads from Old Parks are of a very different type, being short and plump in
section. 70 As noted earlier, numerous non-regional parallels exist of fusiform beads
being incorporated into both single-stringed and crescentic spacer-plate necklaces.
In view of the close links with Bronze Age communities elsewhere, which is clearly
demonstrated by the local monuments and artefacts of the period, it can only be a
matter of time before further examples of these jet bead types appear in the
Cumbrian archaeological record.
Close dating of the Greystoke artefacts is problematic. Wear on individual beads
and spacer-plates indicates that these jet beads and necklaces were in use for a long
time. Their most frequent association is with the inhumation cist burials of the Food
Vessel culture. This type of context has been radiocarbon dated to the sixteenth to
fifteenth centuries be (see Table 3) . Jet beads (but not spacer-plates) have
occasionally been found in Collared Urn cremation contexts, as Longworth's
illustrations show. 7 ' Jet beads may therefore share with collared urns a period of
currency extending well into the twelfth century. Dates for cordoned urns similarly
overlap with those indicated for fusiform beads and for collared urns.
Cumbria has so far failed to produce the more ostentatious prestige jet ornaments
found in certain other areas of the British Isles. Nevertheless, the extant material
includes many of the basic object types of personal adornment and clothing
accessories representative of the Bronze Age in northern England and Scotland.
Compared to Scotland, Yorkshire and Northumberland, Cumbria is indeed the
`poor relation', but this is due in large measure to the smaller number of sites
investigated. Future discoveries from sound archaeological contexts will almost
certainly redress this balance.
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