ART. II — A Beaker Burial in Levens Park
By PERCIVAL TURNBULL AND DEBORAH WALSH

E

XCAVATIONS in Levens Park, near Kendal in Westmorland, were conducted
between 1968 and 1971 by Mr David Sturdy in response to a scheme,
threatening the destruction of much known archaeological material, to construct
through the park a link between the A6 and M6 highways — a scheme not, in the
event, to be carried out in that form. Levens Park, known to have been created in
the fourteenth century, is one of an impo rt ant group of medieval deer-parks in
Westmorland, and may be shown to be very rich in the well-preserved remains of
earlier periods of occupation and land-use, preserved because of the fossilisation of a
landscape which remained unaffected from the time of earliest emparkment by the
erosion of agricultural activity. Such parkland landscapes offer rare opportunities to
examine lowland archaeology in a state of preservation comparable with that of the
extensive upland complexes. Levens sits on the well-drained alluvium and clay
(overlying Carboniferous Limestone) of the lower Kent valley, little more than a
kilometre from the upland sites of Sizergh Fell. David Sturdy's archaeological work
at Levens was executed on behalf, at different times, of the Inspectorate of Ancient
Monuments, the University of Liverpool and the University of London. In 1971 the
excavation of Site B (the object of this note) was adopted as the Institute of
Archaeology (the University of London)'s training excavation. Though fairly wellknown, none of the work has yet been fully published: the opportunity of reporting
on the structural sequence of the site and on its associated finds has been afforded
by the recent transfer of finds and records to the Kendal Museum of Archaeology
and Natural History. This summary of some of the more significant aspects of Mr
Sturdy's work is the result of an examination of that o ri ginal material.
The name of Levens first appears in the Domesday Book as Lefuennes. At this
time it was held by Tosti, Earl of Northumberland, from whom it passed to Roger of
Poictou. In c. 1168 it became the property of the de Lancasters, who seem
occasionally to have resided at Low Levens, probably on the site of what is now
Nether Levens. The Redeman family first appear at Levens c. 1170 when William de
Lancaster granted lands there to Norman de Yealand (later de Redeman) . The de
Redemans continued here for four hundred years, building in the second half of the
thirteenth century a pele tower and hall. This medieval core is central to the present
building. In 1562 the property was sold to the Bellinghams of Burneside, originally a
Northumbrian family who acquired numerous estates in Westmorland. During the
sixteenth century the house was extensively remodelled and refurbished in the
Elizabethan s tyle to create a gentleman's residence. The great wealth of the
Bellinghams had been dissipated by 1689 and the Westmorland estates sold to
Colonel James Grahame, who was then Privy Purse to James II (Taylor, 1892).
Further alterations and remodelling were undertaken in the seventeenth and again in
the eighteenth centuries.
The Park at Levens remains one of the oldest still in existence in England, and
the only one left of the fifteen which enclosed Kendal in the sixteenth century. The
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Park was enclosed in 1393, and the acreage for which the licence was then granted
remains the same today.
The formal gardens at Levens Hall were laid out in 1690, in the new Italian style,
by Guillaume Beaumont who also reconstructed the Park to incorporate new ideas
of the picturesque. Attention was first drawn to the archaeological significance of
sites within the Park by Edmund Gibson (1695), and excavation had been carried
out on the Temple of Diana during the landscaping of the Park at this time (Sturdy,
unpub. note).
The Park remains of great historical and aesthetic importance, not only for its
preservation of elements of the pre-enclosure landscape, but also as one of the most
complete surviving examples of the formal landscape of the late seventeenth century.
David Sturdy's archaeological work at Levens was concentrated into three areas,
each of which revealed distinctly different types of archaeological remains (Sturdy,
1971):
Site A. This comprised a field system of furrows at intervals from 3 metres to 6
metres, separated by lines of boulders presumably cleared from the fields. A ninth or
tenth century date was suggested by the excavator, who felt that the system was
probably ancestral to the developed rigg-and-furrow field systems of the high Middle
Ages. The system could be traced over an area of approximately 12 hectares. Two
"pillow-mounds" of about 5 metres by 15 metres and 3 metres by 16 metres, lying
at right-angles one to the other, proved to underly the furrows: the excavator
concurred with an RCHM suggestion (mentioned in a letter in the site archive) that
the mounds represented the bases of Roman or sub-Roman hay-ricks (although the
structures usually known as pillow-mounds now tend to be interpreted as medieval
coney-warrens) .
Site B. This consisted of the prehistoric burial cairn, and associated deposits,
which form the matter of this report.
Site C. This was a sub-rectangular enclosure measuring some 40 metres across
and known for at least three centuries as "the Temple of Diana", though an
alternative name, "Kirkstead", also exists and is suggestive of an early church site.
This area was initially stripped to reveal Roman deposits, including first-century
material, superimposed by what were interpreted as sub-Roman structures and
deposits. In view of the immediately evident complexity of this site, excavation was
abandoned and the site returfed after planning of the final-stage structures. The site
remains otherwise unexplored, and is of enormous potential interest.

The Excavation of Site B (SD 5052 8615) (Fig. 2)
Work on Site B began in 1968, at which time it consisted of a roughly circular
mound of stones (glacially-derived boulders freely available in the drift) some 25
metres in diameter, bearing traces of recent disturbance in the upper parts. No clear
idea of the nature of the site had been formed at the time of commencing the
excavation: an initial suggestion had been that the stones represented the collapsed
remains of a circular fortified dwelling of post-Roman date, but interpretations
changed several times during the course of the work until the character of the
mound as a prehistoric burial cairn was established beyond doubt. The excavator's
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considered interpretation was published in note form shortly after completion of the
work (Sturdy, 1972).
Excavation was undertaken principally by student trainees, with the assistance of
inmates of a nearby Open Prison. The mound was stripped and removed in
quadrants, the intervening baulks being demolished at a later stage of the work.
Excavation involved the removal of all of the covering mound, though structures
beneath it were largely left in situ. Despite difficulties, the site was excavated almost
entirely and an area around the edge of the stone mound was cleared sufficient to
show that the mound was free-standing, and not physically related to any external
feature or structure. The sequence revealed is best considered in chronological
order: the interpretations offered are those of the present writers and not, unless it is
specifically stated, of the excavator.

Phase 1
Beneath the cairn the natural surface, predominantly of glacial till, produced large
quantities of struck flint and chert. Both tools and waste material were represented.
The total number of fragments recorded from this surface during the excavation was
over nine hundred. Considerable further material was recovered from the immediate
vicinity after the excavation by a number of fieldworkers: some of this may have
come from the spoil-heaps, while some appears to represent an extension of the
spread into the area around, but outside, the cairn (J. Cherry, pers. comm.). Yet
more material was recovered from around the site by Mr Sturdy himself. The total
number of fragments of fl int and chert is in the region of two thousand. Extensive
spreads of charcoal and ash were also recovered from the horizon immediately above
the natural surface, at least some of which appeared to be directly associated with
the lithic deposit.
The excavator considered the deposit of worked flint and chert, and the
associated charcoal spreads, to represent the accumulation of occupation deposit
within a settlement site or farmstead of the Beaker period, enclosed by the wall of
boulders which marks the outer edge of the heap of stones (Sturdy, 1972), but
added that the settlement represented could be earlier than the cairn sequence (still
implicitly suggesting that it was of neolithic date) . In fact, an examination of the
lithic material shows that it is of mesolithic date, and must antedate, by a
considerable margin, the sequence of cairn structures. The material consists of an
assemblage of mesolithic microliths, tools, cores and waste-flakes, with no group
which could properly be seen as neolithic, although, given the demonstrable
disturbance of the cairn on several occasions, and the difficulties inherent in
discussing a collection which has been collected at different times under sometimes
difficult circumstances, it is probable that there is later prehistoric contamination of
the mesolithic assemblage.
It is not proposed within the scope of this report to offer a detailed analysis of the
early lithic material, although a general study of it has been made (Robinson, 1982).
The style of the industry is related to that of the Later Mesolithic "narrow blade"
groups of the Pennine area, with their rod and geometric forms. The size of the
individual tools tends to be small, which is probably a reflection of the poor-quality
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pebble flint which was available. Flint does not naturally occur in the area, and the
small quantity available on the Cumbrian coast is of poor quality, resulting in
impoverished local flint industries. A very small proportion of the flint from Levens
is of a higher quality and is clearly exotic, probably originating in eastern Yorkshire.
Clearly, there is no serious possibility of any sort of functional continuity between
the flint scatter (which represents a mesolithic settlement site of considerable
potential importance) and the cairn which later occupied the site. It remains
possible, however, that the choice of location for the cairn was something more than
mere chance: the evidence of earlier occupation may have added a numinous value
to the situation, increasing its attractiveness for ceremonial or mortuary use: equally,
the fact that the area had previously been exploited in this way may have created
some sort of environmental distinction such as a differential vegetational cover,
which may have been seen as suiting it for burial purposes.
The considerable quantity of charcoal and ash with which the flint deposit was
mingled is of interest. It was understood to be an occupation deposit, directly
associated with the deposition of the flint and chert: such, indeed, might have been
its origin, but the possibility suggests itself that at least part of the burnt material
might be of neolithic date, deriving from ceremonial activity at an early stage in the
development of the cairn. Such ritual deposits of charcoal are not uncommon
beneath neolithic ceremonial monuments, and may be related to the similar
deposition of "ritual rubbish": they may probably be seen as part of the initial
preparation of the site upon which a barrow, cairn or similar structure is to be built,
and often as one of a long series of distinct ritual or ceremonial events which
contribute to the eventual creation of a monument's final form. Associations with
ring-cairns may be particularly common (Lynch, 1979). Despite the presence of this
charcoal and ash, and of the lithic scatter beneath the cairn, there unfortunately
appears to have been no recognisable buried soil beneath the Levens Park
monument, and so no palaeoenvironmental data are available: the charcoal itself is
considered to be too likely to be contaminated to warrant analysis or use for
radiocarbon dating. The presence of a major concentration of mesolithic industrial
and settlement activity remains, however, of great potential significance, and adds
greatly to the archaeological importance of this landscape.

Phase 2

The earliest event of the cairn's constructional sequence was the building of a small,
circular boulder structure with an external diameter of eight metres. It survived only
to a single course, and had a thickness of only one stone: the excavation strategy
appears to have been to remove any stone which was not earth-fast. This structure
was interpreted by the excavator as having originally been a hut. The feature is
defined by two approximately concentric circles of boulders which seem to be the
remains of the outer faces of a dry wall varying in thickness from 1 metre to 1.75
metres. It is most simply seen as a small ring-cairn. A narrow entrance, later
blocked, was thought to be visible in the south-western arc, and is visible on the
published plan (Sturdy, 1972), but it is difficult to justify this from existing records.
In the middle of this structure was a grave, measuring two metres by one metre,
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aligned east-west and containing a disturbed inhumation. The bottom and sides of
the grave included large amounts of charcoal: it is not likely that this was no more
than disturbed matter redeposited from the general spread of charcoal under the
cairn, and it would seem that the grave was either lined (or packed) with charcoal, or
that it had a lining of burnt planks or wicker, or that a coffin had fitted closely into
the profile of the grave cut.
The primary burial was accompanied by Beaker pottery and by two flint knives.
There is something of a problem regarding the Beakers: David Sturdy refers to three
vessels having been found (Sturdy, 1972) and this figure has been followed by others
(e.g., Clare, 1973, Site 493). However, the surviving material represents pa rt s of
only two Beakers, though they had been packed (presumably soon after excavation)
as three. The vessels were found in a fragmentary and disturbed state, and it seems
more likely that the total number was originally mistaken than the alternative, that a
third Beaker is now unaccounted for. A nineteenth-century livery button, found in
the grave, presumably records the investigation of this central burial by an estate
worker: it is unclear why the grave-goods should have been conscientiously replaced,
but this intervention may have been the occasion of the Beakers' being broken.
After deposition of the primary burial, the circular stone structure was filled in
with boulders. Into the surface of these, at a later date, were inserted two secondary
burials, each in the southern arc and each immediately inside the inner edge of the
original ring-cairn. Both were inhumations, apparently crouched (there is no
evidence of cremated remains on the Levens Park site) . As in the case of the primary
burial, the remains had been badly disturbed. They were unaccompanied by gravegoods, but may probably be dated to a time shortly after that of the primary burial
and of the infilling of the ring-cairn.

Phase 3
Into the ground surface a little over a metre to the south of the primary cairn was
dug a fourth grave. The orientation of the inhumation has in this case been
recorded: it was crouched and lay with the head to the east, facing to the south. The
better preservation of these remains seems to be explained by the use, for capping
the shallow grave, of a huge boulder which measured fully three metres across. Once
this had been put into place a small secondary cairn of boulders was built over it:
this was about 5.5 metres in diameter and attached to the southern arc of the
primary cairn. This secondary structure seems to have been rather poorly-built: it
had a somewhat sketchy boulder kerb on the southern side, but was elsewhere
(especially on the west) little more than an ill-defined heap of stones.

Phase 4
The final constructional event was the covering of the entire complex by a large
cairn of boulders, very nearly circular in shape and about 25 metres in diameter. It
was neatly demarcated by an outer kerb of boulders. It was this kerb which was seen
by the excavator as the outer enclosure of a settlement site, associated with the
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central hut (seen here as the primary ring-cairn). Gaps in the kerb on the western
and eastern sides were accordingly interpreted as entrances, though this idea may
now be seen as unnecessary. The boulder filling of the cairn was seen by David
Sturdy as having been dumped in the nineteenth century. Certainly, there had been
considerable disturbance of the outer cairn at a variety of dates, and finds of
eighteenth and nineteenth century date were quite abundant. The basically
prehistoric nature of this outer boulder cairn cannot, however, seriously be doubted.
There is no record of further prehistoric burials inserted into the structure of the
cairn, but this is unsurprising in view of the degree of disturbance (there are however
a few stray cremated bones from the cairn structure, suggestive of later cremations
associated with the final-period cairn).

Alte rn ative interpretation

The actual form of the final cairn is a matter of interest. It is evident that, before the
start of excavations, the central area was somewhat hollow, and suggestive of a ringcairn. The only published description of the mound before excavation (RCHM,
1936, 156) is compatible with a ring-cairn, and given the regional archaeological
background it is certainly true that the ring-cairn was part of the available prehistoric
ritual vocabulary. Sturdy (1972) referred to the site as a ring-cairn, in a volume
mainly devoted to that monument type. Certainly, on the basis of existing records, it
would be possible to interpret the Levens site in this way: the boulder kerb of the
inner (Phase 1) enclosure would then become the facing of the inner surface of the
ring-cairn, leaving a central open space some eight metres across with the primary
and two secondary burials laid in graves within this space. The ring-cairn which
would result would be decidedly eccentric in plan, but probably within the range of
irregularity to be found on such monuments. To interpret the Levens site in this way
would involve a reconsideration of the date of the Phase 3 secondary cairn, which
would underly the ring-cairn bank, and would appear to become the primary event
on the site (although the plan strongly suggests that it is a later addition to the edge
of the small cairn with the Beaker burial). The overall form of the monument would
be strikingly similar to that of the cairn at Manor Farm, Borwick, some 13
kilometres to the south (Olivier, 1987).
This alternative interpretation should not, however, be accepted uncritically. It is
patent that there had been considerable disturbance of the Levens Park site in
relatively modern times, and that this included a nineteenth-century attempt to
investigate the central burial: some evidence of this, in the form of a central
depression, should be expected. It might also be thought that the central structure
will bear interpretation as a small, primary cairn covering the Beaker burials as
readily as it will the explanation outlined above. Interpretation of the site is certainly
hampered by the ambiguous nature of the stone mound: the idea of a simple, kerbed
cairn mound, sealing earlier structures and burials, seems to be the most
straightforward explanation of the Levens site and to involve the smallest number of
assumptions.
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Later activity
There is a small quantity of Roman pottery from the Levens Park cai rn . It does not
seem to be significantly stratified, and can most probably be accounted for as having
been introduced into various intrusions and disturbances, including the use of the
cairn as a convenient dump for surface stones and other rubbish. (There are several
known sites within the Park from which Roman material is likely to have come:
"Diana's Temple" is only 250 metres away). This is probably the means by which
most of the post-medieval finds came to be associated with the boulder heap.
David Sturdy was of the opinion that the area within the outer boulder kerb was
subsequently reoccupied as a Dark Age settlement (Sturdy, 1972). Such an
interpretation would require that the boulder heap of the final cairn was entirely of
later- — indeed, mediaeval — deposition, and seems to imply that the outer kerb (or,
according to the original interpretation, the outer enclosure wall of the supposed
prehistoric farmstead) had remained as a free-standing structure since the late
Neolithic. A plan among the excavation records indicates a number of rectilinear
buildings buried within the boulder heap, but it is difficult to see any real
justification for them and, if the presently offered interpretation of the site is
accepted, that it is entirely a prehistoric burial cairn, then it is plain that Dark Age
buildings could not exist within it: certainly, they do not appear on the only
published plan. There is, however, a little evidence for some activity of this period:
two small pieces of silver found in the outer cairn are probably of AngloScandinavian origin, and represent a small "hacksilver" hoard (or part of a larger
one) deposited in a site readily recognisable, and perhaps numinously significant
(Turnbull, 1994).
The latest structure was a stone-built oven or kiln on the south side of the site. It
measured 1.5 metres across, and was provided with a long flue or stoke-hole aligned
to the east. There were no associated finds, but a mediaeval or later date seems
likely. Its purpose is not obvious: the most likely explanation is that it was a small
kiln erected ad hoc for the burning of lime, perhaps in connection with the erection
of a row of nineteenth-century cottages some 150 metres to the east.
There remains a problem concerning the structural sequence of the prehistoric
cairn. A near-vertical aerial photograph rests with the excavation archive, and is
supported by two colour slides which were taken from high in a tree adjacent to the
site. They show the site in the final stages of excavation, cleared down to the natural
surface but with the main structural elements still in place. It is immediately plain
that more is visible on the photographs than is recorded on the published (Sturdy,
1972) plan, although the additional features are to be seen on a site plan preserved
with the archive. Specifically, an extra kerb may be seen immediately inside the
outer kerb of the cairn and yet another, a single boulder in thickness and some
twelve metres in diameter, in the middle of the monument. On the face of it, this
would appear to add two extra periods to the history of the cairn and to indicate no
fewer than four more-or-less concentric kerbs around the central burial. It is not
clear how to account for this: certainly, the excavator himself must have been
convinced shortly after finishing the excavation that the two extra kerbs should be
discounted. The pattern which they make is unconvincing: there seems little reason
marginally to have increased the diameter of the cairn in its final phase, seemingly
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without any further burial deposition or other activity. It is most likely that the
stones of the additional kerbs were initially left in situ by the excavator out of
caution, but that after later reinterpretation or in the light of later evidence they were
correctly discounted as genuine structural features.

Finds from the Primary Burial

Both Beaker vessels are fragmentary and incomplete, but it is believed that they
represent the whole of the material recovered from the grave. Some sherds bear
traces of PVA consolidant or glue, but none are now stuck together. Sufficient
remains of each vessel to allow the reconstructions to be offered with confidence.
BEAKER VESSEL 1 (Fig. 3). A well-made, thin-walled vessel of Lanting and van der
Waals (1972) Step 5 or Clarke's (1970) Developed Northern or Late Northern
British (N2/N3) group. An entire profile survives. Maximum height: 18 centimetres.
The waist of the vessel occurs exactly two-thirds of the way up the profile, making
the vessel belong, marginally, to a "long-necked" group: the neck has a decidedly
"cupped" profile, characteristic of later, Northern Beakers. Below this, the vessel has
a distinct belly, giving a profile which is decidedly angular.
The core is heavily reduced, and almost black in colour. The outer surface is
oxidised to a pale, brownish-buff, and has been very well smoothed. The inner
surface is similar to the black core. There are few obvious inclusions in the fabric,

FIG. 3. Levens Park: Beaker 1. Scale 1/2.
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FIG. 4. Levens Park: Beaker 2. Scale 1/2.

apart from occasional pieces of white quartz, the largest of which is about a
millimetre across. The decorative scheme takes the form of a series of bands of
parallel, diagonal or near-vertical combed lines, separated by simple grooves. There
is a single, narrow reserved band immediately below the waist of the vessel. The
longest piece of combing is eight millimetres long, and includes five squaresectioned tooth-marks. The form of the rim is simple.
BEAKER VESSEL 2 (Fig. 4). A second vessel of Lanting and van der Waals Step 5,
Clarke's Late Northern or Final Northern (N3/N4) groups. Maximum height, 19
centimetres. This is slightly, though distinctly, coarser than the companion Beaker.
The thickness of the walls, especially of the neck, is rather greater. The surfaces have
a rather coarse, irregular feel, and there are numerous vesiculae which presumably
indicate the former presence of grits — perhaps shell or fossil shell — which have been
oxidised away during firing, or perhaps chemically dissolved since burial. No other
inclusions are visible. The colour is again a pale, brownish-buff, though slightly
darker than that of Beaker 1: the interior surface is oxidised to much the colour of
the exterior, and the core is black.
The decorative scheme of this vessel is slightly more complex, though it again
relies upon bands of impressions of a comb: in this case of long, thin teeth rather
than the squarish teeth used to decorate Beaker 1. There are reserved zones at the
waist and below the belly of the vessel: between them are tall zones of a lattice
design, consisting of interlocking zig-zags using four parallel combed lines. The
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profile is generally similar to that of Beaker 1. The neck adopts a similar cup-like
profile (ending in a slightly bevelled rim) : in this case the belly is even more
pronounced, almost to the point of carination, giving an emphatically triconical
•
profile.

FIG. 5.

Levens Park: The Flint Knives Scale 1/2.

FLINT KNIFE 1 (Fig. 5.1) . An oval knife made from a flint flake with no sign of

retouch (or of use) . The flake is thin, with a maximum thickness of circa 6
millimetres. The knife measures a maximum of 65 millimetres by 35 millimetres.
The material used is interesting, a fine flint so pale grey in colour as to be almost
white, and is plainly exotic to Cumbria. A Yorkshire origin is possible.
FLINT KNIFE 2 (Fig. 5.2). A smaller knife of good-quality, dark grey flint, not
native to the Cumbrian region: an origin in eastern Yorkshire again suggests itself.
Maximum thickness, 9 millimetres: dimensions 54 by 33 millimetres. The ventral
surface bears a very obvious striking platform and bulb of percussion. There is slight
retouch on one side, and very pronounced and steep retouch on the other.

Discussion
The Levens Park site is an important addition to the corpus of excavated prehistoric
burials from Cumbria: it also adds significantly to the collection of Cumbrian Beaker
pottery. It is of particular interest in coming from a lowland location, sealed within
the amber of the mediaeval park, and in correcting, to some extent, the bias which
results generally from the differentially better survival of upstanding upland sites.
There is abundant palaeoenvironmental evidence for intensive exploitation of this
area in prehistory, and such features as corduroy tracks in the lower Kent Valley are
certainly of Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date (e.g. Smith, 1959).
The most obvious local parallel to the Levens site is the cairn at Manor Farm,
Borwick (Olivier, 1987): the similarities are particularly striking if one is to accept
the "alternative" interpretation of Levens as a large ring-cairn. Certainly, the size of
the Levens cairn is greater than that of the majority of burial cairns of the Early
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Bronze Age, which are found widely over Cumbria, but which abound particularly
on the limestone areas of Westmorland (Turnbull and Walsh, forthcoming). It is
tempting to see the rather large scale of the Levens cairn as indicative of high status,
an idea quite compatible with the presence of fine Beaker pottery: the smaller site at
Borwick, if structurally similar, makes an interesting companion, containing valuable
bronze weapons. Unfortunately, lingering ambiguities about the original character of
the much-damaged cairn at Levens make difficult a detailed analysis of parallels for
the form and sequence.
Both of the Beaker vessels from Levens belong to a position late in the Beaker
sequence: in this they offer a sharp contrast with the early (All-Over Corded,
Cordoned Beaker) vessel found very close by on Sizergh Fell (Fell, 1953; Clarke,
1970, Corpus No. 1023). The angular profiles and emphatic curves are a distinctive
feature, and themselves tend to indicate "developed" style and late date. One result
of the publication of these two vessels should be to undermine the notion that two
distinct Beaker groups may be found in Cumbria (Clough, 1968): a south-west
Cumbrian Group consisting of cord-decorated vessels of simple and typologically
undeveloped style; and an Eden Valley Group characterised by more angular profiles
and more complex and eclectic schemes of decoration, which appear to be later in
date. The Levens examples have far more in common with the Eden Valley Beakers
than with others from south-west Cumbria, though the concentration of an
admittedly small sample of cord-decorated vessels close to the coast in the southwest of Cumbria remains significant, and appears to represent the earliest adoption
of Beaker forms and practices in the region: it can now be shown, however, that this
was not a short-lived phase and that Beaker styles continued to develop and to
flourish in the coastal lowlands.
Beaker 1 from Levens has a simple decorative scheme, the basic layout of which
may be seen on several Beaker types over a wide geographical area. A fairly close
parallel is on a Step 5 Beaker from Acklam Wold, East Yorkshire (Clarke, 1970,
Corpus No. 1210) the general form of which, though rather more long-necked, is
also similar to Levens Beaker 1, or from Garton Slack (Corpus No. 1303), the
profile of which is much more gentle than the Levens vessel. The form and design of
Beaker 1 are also reminiscent of a vessel from Bootham, York (Corpus No. 1409).
Better parallels for the form, however, might come from Scotland: similar emphatic
bellies and slightly curved necks may be seen on Beakers fr om, for example,
Broomend, Aberdeen (Corpus No. 1433); Keir Belhevie, Aberdeen (Corpus No.
1459); Oliver, Peebles (Corpus No. 1737); and, in rather exaggerated form,
Newlands, Aberdeen (Corpus No. 1478). The characteristics of the form are not,
however, confined to the north, and a Beaker from Lymore, Hants (Corpus No.
333), strikingly similar in form to the Levens Beakers, should act as a warning not to
be absolute about associations between geographical areas.
The form of Levens Beaker 2 is very similar to that of its companion, and again
tends to suggest parallels in Scotland, rather than in Yorkshire. The decoration is
difficult to match: zig-zags of parallel groups of combed lines are not uncommon in
Yorkshire, or in Scotland (where they are perhaps particularly frequent) or, for that
matter, in the South of England and in Wales, and various lattice motifs are also
frequently found. Exact parallels for this rather simple motif do not, however,
present themselves. Both of the Levens Beakers are, however, distinctly Northern,
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and it is fair to say that the affinities which suggest themselves are, on balance, with
the north-east and with Scotland, rather than with Yorkshire and the rest of
England.
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