ART. XIII — Some Cumbrian Builders, 1670-1780
By BLAKE TYSON, B.Sc., Ph.D.

I

N earlier volumes of these Transactions the activities of numerous Cumbrian
builders have been discussed.' Although some of them will be referred to briefly,
to update knowledge, the chief purpose of this article will be to highlight some work
of other builders who deserve to be better known. Those recorded in H. M. Colvin's
Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600-1830, will not be covered unless new
discoveries have been made. Also, since most builders earned their living by
undertaking any available construction work irrespective of its social status or
intended function, no distinction will be drawn between apparent architects and
other builders, or between tutored and vernacular architecture. An approximate
chronological sequence is more convenient than alphabetical order.

William Thackeray (fl. 1670-82), mason and carpenter of Torpenhow.
So far, the earliest documentary evidence about Thackeray's work refers to the
rebuilding of Rose Castle Chapel, between 1673 and 1675. A full account of that
work is published elsewhere 2 but it is necessary to integrate aspects of it with
information from other sources to investigate Thackeray's influence on the development of formal (Classical) building in Cumbria. This is vital because the Revd
Thomas Machell (1647-98) who left Queen's College, Oxford, in 1677 to become
rector of Kirkby Thore until his death, claimed that he (Machell) and Edward
Addison, mason, were "the first introducers of Regular building into these Parts". 3
This statement must be challenged, even though his exact meaning of "Regular
building" and the extent of "these Parts" were not made clear. As Machell also
claimed to have designed alterations to Rose Castle, it is necessary to outline
Thackeray's earlier work there, for both contributions were lost when Thomas
Rickman totally re-fashioned the buildings in Gothic style in 1828-31.
After the ravages of the Civil War, bishop Sterne had Rose Castle chapel rebuilt.
It was done so badly that his successor, Edward Rainbow, claimed and won
dilapidations, so that on 9 July 1673 he contracted to pay Thackeray £140 to take
down the south and east walls of the chapel and rebuild it above two ground floor
rooms, provide a vestry in Bell Tower and build a staircase leading to the chapel
from a new entrance which projected two feet in front of the north wall where
Constable's Tower had been. He built a "clock house adjoining" the chapel and
inserted two new chambers over the staircase. He was to make models of the
entrance and the south side of the building which was to have eight "Transome
hewne windows with pediments, Architrave, freeze and Cornish", together with two
cornices along the whole length of the front, one under the chapel windows and the
other under the battlement. Clearly, these were all elements of classical design, four
years before Machell's arrival in Cumbria, and are illustrated in Fig. 1. It is possible
that they might have been derived from a "platforme for a new building" prepared in
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1671, by Robert and Henry Trollop of Newcastle' when they were "viewing,
measuring & Estimating the Ruins of Rose Castle" as dilapidation advisors.
However, Thackeray was also referred to as "Architect", as if he was just as capable
of such formal design. The north-west view of Rose Castle in 1739, by Samuel and
Nathaniel Buck, confirms the extent and design of Thackeray's work, giving a clear
impression that Machell's contribution was the design of Smith's Tower, at the
north-west corner, after 1684 when that bishop was installed. This had a classical
north front to blend with Thackeray's work and a more traditional west face in
sympathy with Kite's Tower, which had been made more habitable by Alexander
Pogmire in 1653-55 5 (Fig. 2).
Thackeray must have established a sound reputation before being employed at
Rose Castle and evidence of his later work at Flatt Hall in Whitehaven 6 yields some
significant clues. After Sir John Lowther purchased Flatt Hall on 1 October 1675, he
employed Thackeray to extend it. On 24 May 1676 he contracted to pay £230 for
work which added a north wing containing a main entrance and "great staircase";
and also a west wing, to create a rectangular building of three storeys around a
courtyard. It had one of the earliest hipped roofs in Cumbria. A second contract for
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£60 for further work was made on 20 November 1677. Receipts for twenty
instalments survive' but, as neither contract has been found, the main source for
what actually happened is the correspondence between Sir John and his estate
steward, Thomas Tickell.' As Thackeray and his men often worked elsewhere on
other jobs, the letters give useful clues which must be summarised. For example,
after the second floor was laid on 3 October 1676, Thackeray returned from Dublin
where he had inspected the use of Welsh slate and failed to buy deals cheaper there
than at Whitehaven. Rather than use Welsh slate, Thackeray supplied thicker slate
from his own quarry at Loweswater and he drew deals from supplies imported from
Norway and Riga for use in Lowther's collieries. As Lowther appears to have paid
for all materials and transport, the contract was probably for labour only.
On 6 November 1676, Thackeray was expected at Flatt Hall so that "he may now
putt on this roofe this winter because his men are returned out of Westmorland and
did nothing at Mr Crackenthorpe's house of Newbigin which was intended ... to be
uncovered to amend the timber and imediatly againe covered". 9 On 2 December
1676 Thackeray went "this day to Mr Aglionbys to set some men to finish there".
Since the former pele tower at Drawdykes Castle, two miles north-east of Carlisle,
has the date 1676 and the Aglionby arms above the top central window, the threebay classical front with alternate segmental and triangular pediments on the lower
two storeys must be Thackeray's work. The doorway seems to have been moved
from the central to the right-hand bay but, otherwise the work appears unaltered
and is therefore the most significant survival of Thackeray's work so far discovered.'
Despite the declining structural condition of the building and the relative simplicity
of its detailing, it is important that it should be preserved as a matter of urgency.
Frost and rain caused Thackeray to lay off his men at Flatt Hall from 27
November. Before he returned on 28 January 1677 he had been at Muncaster Castle
"with Sir Wm Pennington and bargained there to wainscot [the] dining roome &c
for £130 to be finished this next summer"." That same day he was going to
Drawdykes to finish there by 2 February. At this stage, plans were being made for
Sir John Lowther's brother-in-law, Richard Lamplugh of Ribton Hall, to live at Flatt
near to his shipping interests. 12 Thackeray's second contract at Flan seems to have
been intended to prepare the house for Lamplugh, but the builder delayed signing
until his own terms were met. On 13 October 1677 Lowther was sceptical: "You
have the Articles and you see what he has done. He must be Bargained with as well
as you can; my Bro. Lampl. is well experienced in these things . . . You two will
bring him to reason for his estimate seems extravagant . . . [Remind] him of his
neglect of the work [and] that he did not even [fulfil] his own Bargain". He believed
the work would have been done more efficiently if Thackeray had had to supply the
materials, since "Even upon his own account he did not manage well".
Though clients often criticise builders, this evidence suggests that Thackeray's
ambition to take on more work may have reduced his effectiveness and irritated
clients. Certainly on 6 December 1677, Thomas Tickell wrote that Thackeray did
not "like anything that Mr Lampl propounds beareing some grudge ag[ain]st him
about his house at Ribton". The most likely causes for such a grudge might be
complaints similar to Lowther's and delayed (or non-) payment for work done.
Lowther's comment that Lamplugh was "well experienced in these things", implying
the arrangement of building matters, lends support to the statement that Lamplugh
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completed the building work commenced at Ribton Hall by his father Thomas
before his death in 1670. 13 This is the best evidence found so far, by which that
house might be attributed to a particular mason-architect and it seems significant
that, like Thackeray's proven work on the south face of Rose Castle chapel, where
the first floor windows had uncommon double transoms, 14 the side and front of both
the ground and first floors at Ribton also had double transoms." If these and the
heavy rustication of the front, as at Ribton, were characteristic features of
Thackeray's work, then it is reasonable to propose him as the builder of the front
section of Moresby Hall. 16 Certainly the date matches, for Sir Daniel Fleming's
Description of Cumberland in 1671 17 reported that the owner, William Fletcher, had
"lately made the house much more beautifull and convenient". Bishop Rainbow
probably knew and admired the work at Moresby and Ribton but perhaps decided
to have only the quoins rusticated at Rose to save money and re-use the old stone to
best effect. It is worth noting also that, in July 1677, the corners of the new garden
wall at Flatt Hall were "to be made with hewen stone come Rustick work like the
house ... [being] much stronger and hansomer ... [and also] one great gate of same
work opposite to the street gate and near the new house". Roughcast, begun on 20
May 1677, covered most of Flatt's walls however. 18
This evidence suggests a possible sequence for the development of Thackeray's
architectural style, starting with the dominant rustication and double transoms of
Moresby and Ribton about the late 1660s. However, while the former retains a
gabled roof, the latter was fully hipped, perhaps the earliest in Cumbria. Rose chapel
was built mainly with ashlar and had double transoms only on the south side. Near
the north entrance single transoms were used, as in the ground floor at Moresby.
The cornices above the chapel windows all projected beyond the pediments, as at
Ribton and Drawdykes, but rustication was limited to the quoins, as at Flatt three
years later. The hipped roof at Flatt may have been based on Ribton, especially since
Richard Lamplugh offered much helpful building advice to his brother-in-law. The
windows at Flatt were hinged casements which were replaced by sash windows on
the north and east sides in 1697. 19 At Drawdykes, as with the ground floor at Rose,
plain window openings without mullions or transoms were provided. These would
have suited horizontally sliding "Yorkshire" sashes (which survive in the top storey
at Drawdykes) or side-hung casements as at Flatt. They now contain sash windows
but, as these were not properly developed in London until about 1670 in houses of
the aristocracy, 20 they are unlikely to be original. Whether Thackeray did anything
more than panelling at Muncaster is not known. A well-executed drawing of the
panelling in Rose Chapel survives in the house and is dated 1824 before Rickman's
alterations. It may therefore illustrate Thackeray's work.
This discussion has established a group of buildings built by or attributable to
Thackeray in the 1670s. To discover other possible buildings over a longer period, it
would be helpful to know his origins and burial. So far however, the only personal
detail discovered was the baptism of a son William on 22 September 1678 at
Torpenhow, where the legibility of the registers is poor. If this was his eldest child,
the builder might have been born about 1640-55 and may still have been building
early in the eighteenth century. Therefore attention might be focussed on buildings
such as Warnell Hall, Sebergham (1683), Tullie House, Carlisle (1689), Hutton
Hall in Penrith and perhaps Acorn Bank at Temple Sowerby. The late seventeenth
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century north fr ont of Branthwaite Hall at Dean is another candidate. It has
diagonally fanning-out stones as ground floor window lintels, like the ground floor at
Moresby and the former middle floor over the Rose Castle entrance (Fig. 2). If
double transoms are indicative of his work, then Hesket Hall at Hesket Newmarket
and Howgill Castle might be considered. 21 While the main problem will be to find
suitable documentary evidence, other possibilities can be suggested from the work of
James Swingler which will be examined next.

(c)

FIG. 3. Signatures of William Thackeray and James Swingler.

(a) From the Rose Castle contract dated 9 July 1673.
(Source: CROC, D/MH/2).
(b) From receipts for payments for Flatt Hall, Whitehaven, 24 May 1676.
(Source: CROC, D/Lons/W, Whitehaven 75, "building accounts".)
(c) From Swingler's estimate for alterations to Penrith Moot Hall, dated 30 May
1704. (Source: CROC, Q/11, Mich. 1704, 17).

James Swingler, joiner. (d.1712 at Penrith)

The earliest reference to Swingler so far found in Cumbria, was in January 1678/9
when the main staircase at Flatt Hall, Whitehaven was being built by William
Thackeray's workmen. Sir John Lowther's agent reported that Thackeray's
"Banister thrower and partner in new undertakings, James Zwingler, would not stay
[to turn the banisters] ... by reason I would not keep his horse at hay". However,
the banisters were being sawn and, by 3 March, the stairs had been made and
primed with paint. 22 Their new undertakings were not specified but may have been
at Lowther or Ribton. Swingler was probably already working at Lowther. On 18
May 1680, Tickell hoped to get him to Flan "to wainscot one or two of the high
rooms or, if the Deals were good, the best Bedchamber". However, on 8 June, the
joiner was "so fully imployed at Lowther [that] his errand here was to buy 700
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deales for the manufacture house at Lowther — for £36 15s.". 23 The personal
accounts of Sir John Lowther of Lowther record many payments to Swingler from
15 September 1680, often for unspecified work and commonly with little detail."
They include:
Manufacture house: at least £70
in 4 payments between 11 Dec. 1680 and 6 March 1682/3

New building over against the Gallery: £70
final £9 paid "in full of all" on 2 Nov. 1681.

Woodwork of New Offices: £100
9 payments between 12 December 1681 and 25 May 1683.

Work about the Stable: £4 12s., 21 February 1682/3.
Wainscotting 2 Rooms (at 2s. a yard): £13 9s., 6 August 1681.
Pair of Gates: £1 7s. 6d., 21 February 1682/3.
Lowther Parsonage: On 9 September 1683, Swingler was paid £20 "in full of all accounts to this
day save only £3 to be pd when the parsonage is finished". No details.
Great Staircase and Alterations: £130 6s.
Ending 26 June 1686 when £17 6s. was "pd Mr Swingler in full for All the Wainscott,
Flooring, partitions and all other Woodwork belonging to the Alteration & Great Starecase".
Includes at least £68 for bargain on the unspecified alterations between 23 Jan 1684/5 and 19
September 1685.
Hall doors and Boarding Dining Room: £4 9s. l0d., 23 May 1685.
Belfry at [Lowther] Church: £3 in two payments Oct. 1686.
"the Cupo : lo": £10 18s. 8d., Nov. & Dec. 1686.

The cupola, probably that in the middle of Lowther church, 25 was the last of
Swingler's recorded work in these accounts, but there are entries which may be
associated with Swingler working in Lancaster. For example, on 21 February
1682/3, Swingler had £2 for "Goeing to Lancaster and Darnton" on unspecified
business and then, on 29 May 1686, Lowther paid "Mr Hodgson of Lancaster By
Mr Swingler" £18 15s. Earlier, Swingler had arrived at Flatt Hall on 16 February
1681/2, "from Lancaster where he was ingaged in a staircase". 26 If this was part of a
larger contract, it would seem that Lowther used him to carry money and messages
to Lancaster, but the location of the staircase remains unknown.
In the light of Swingler's involvement at Lowther, it is not surprising that Tickell
tried for a year to find another carpenter for Flatt. He wrote, on 28 June 1681: "I
feare Swingler cannot leave Lowther". Then on 31 October: "Ja Swingler is at your
bro Lampl [ugh at Ribton] workeing for him and thereafter will come hither to make
your wainscot ... at 2s. a yard". Three weeks later Tickell went over to Ribton to
inspect the "new parlour and the wainscot ... it looks very well tho not finished".
He described its design made with "small Bergen deales [of] red firr smoothly
plained, good mouldings well glued &c", so that Lamplugh claimed "it will be the
best wainscot in England". 27 As Thackeray is not mentioned in the Lowther
accounts, it is possible that his new undertaking with Swingler may have been at
Ribton. We know that Thackeray was capable of wainscotting the Muncaster Castle
dining room in 1677, but he had a grudge against Lamplugh. Thus, he might have
persuaded his new partner to do the finishing work at Ribton. This reinforces the
suggestion, based on stylistic grounds, that Thackeray might have built Ribton Hall.
Eventually, on 26 January 1683, two of Swingler's men arrived at Flatt and
started preparing wainscot for the room over the best bedchamber. He complained
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that the walls and "hewen chimneys" at Flatt were not "agreeable to the wainscot"
and that week set off to Lowther. He returned by 2 March and, until the buttery
walls "from the window soles downwards" were panelled in July 1684, he worked
spasmodically at Flatt. In January 1684 Sir John thought (unclearly) that
"Mouldings must also be upon the Door cases but not Architraves such as at
Hutton, but small swelling mouldings like the Marble chimneys". 28 This suggests
that Sir George Fletcher's new extension at Hutton-in-the-Forest was complete by
then, but does not prove that Swingler did the carpentry there.
Tickell's letters refer to some of his other jobs. For example, on 25 January 1683,
he had "Swingler's letter that he cannot come hither before Easter, being ingaged to
build Mr. Sandford a Malt Kill" at Askham. Lowther queried whether it would "be
after the manner of that we saw at Newark" for he was thinking of having a
malthouse built for himself. The Askham project was delayed till Michaelmas since,
by 28 May, Swingler had taken on more work at Lowther. 29 On 15 April 1684
Tickell reported "Ewan Christian was heere yesterday, who came to speak with
Swingler about some worke for himselfe at Unerigg; he seems to have good
judgement in Architecture and found several faults in the contrivances" at Flatt with
respect to the position of partitions, fireplaces and doors. 30 Though we are not told
the outcome of their meeting, building work was certainly underway at Unerigg, as
John Addison (q. v.) agreed to take over its supervision in July 1684. Perhaps
therefore, Swingler was responsible for the carpentry there.
More of Swingler's work is noted in other archives. For example, Sir Edward
Hasell (1647-1707) of Dalemain wrote on Christmas Day 1684 that "Mr Swingler
dined here" with Mr Manson, the parson of Dacre. Then on 14 May 1685 "Mr
Swingler came hither and I agreed with him to make a new stair case and mend my
dining room". 31 Among other building work at Dalemain, neighbours from Stainton
and Dacre helped to celebrate raising the "roofe of a new barne" on 6 June 1685. 32
On 27 July: "I this day had my hall door pulled downe and began to sett up a new
one hewen with freestone I had from little Stainton" and, on 12 September, he "got
a new double door put up in my hall here at Dalemaine". Swingler may well have
made it. On 10 October "Mr Swingler came to direct the workmen and dined here".
He dined there again on 22 December together with Sir John Lowther's gardener.
By 15 January 1685/6 the dining room was "new plaisterd" and, on 1 March,
"Thomas Webster the [Penrith] painter came hither and began to paint my dining
room" for which he was paid L10 on 18 March. 33 Anonymous carpentry included "a
dormant [beam] raised in ye fretworke chamber being a new Flooring" (20 March)
and a "Floor laid in the little parlor" (8 April). In a more tantalising entry on 10
May 1686, Hasell received "a letter from the Bp of Carlisle ... and sent him my
Joyner" with the reply. On 22 May, the bishop "sent me home my Joyner... [and] I
had my owne chamber new boorded and came to lye in it again". Bishop Smith's
letter has not been seen, but to have a joiner sent specially from Dalemain suggests
the need for urgent, quality work such as Swingler could perform. On the evidence
in this paragraph alone one must question the Dalemain Guidebook contention that
Swingler was a landscape gardener who, about 1660, came from the Low Countries
to drain the fens.
Later evidence from the Lowther estate adds further proof of his ability as a
highly skilled carpenter. For example, in 1691 "one of the Towers of [Lowther Hall
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was] . . . ruinous, cracked and the timber rotten". As Sir John Lowther knew he
would have "to take it down to the ground ... and at best I should have had an old
and ill house", he decided to completely rebuild the house on which Swingler had
already expended so much effort. 34 It took two years and two months from laying the
first stone and he outlined "The Charge off Building my Hous. Built in 1692 and
1693" in a letter to his son in 1697. 35 "To James Swingler the Carpenter ffor Hall
the Timber Work, lieing the floors and Wainscotting Severall Rooms", he paid
£506 2s. Od., about 8.5 per cent of the full cost. In addition he paid £450 for
`Norway oak ffor ffloors and Wainscott" and about £393 "To Clarkson and Shelton
Joyners". The largest costs were £1,300 for labourers' work and £1,031 17s. for
masons working under Edward Addison. Lowther paid more than £6,000 for the
rebuilding out of a total of about £20,000 spent since 1676. Alterations to the old
house before its demolition were reckoned to have cost about £500, but many of the
materials were re-used in the new work, as will be seen.
Estate accounts which run from July 1693 to August 1699 are more detailed. 36 In
1693 Swingler and his men were "making a dower case for the Hall and 3 windows
in the north end of the house" in September; did "87 days worke about the windows
in the roofe, felling and sawing and frameing the hipes for the roofes of the wing
Ends" in November and were "setting up old wainscot" and "frameing the roof of
one of the lodges" in December when the joiner also went "to set out the Ashwood
at Egelston Abbey" near Barnard Castle. In February 1694 they were "Sarking the
lodges" and slitting deals; and in March "putting up the End wing roofe, sarking the
same and making a Scafell for Mr Adams", the carver, as well as making and
hanging cellar and pantry doors. In April Swingler was "making bedsteads &
finishing the oake roome in the wing" and "fileting about the ceder and walnut
rooms and setting up old wainscot in the side building". In June he was "putting on
the Roof of the house of office". On 9 September 1697 he had 10s. "for making
Handspeaks and Rowlers", as if he was making a windlass for an unknown purpose.
As his reward for all of these and other jobs was less than £31, the scale of his earlier
work at Lowther becomes clearer. He usually employed up to four men.
There are a few letters, dated 1692-94 from Sir John Lowther to his estate
steward William Atkinson, which were concerned mainly with providing several
rooms with wainscot and furniture. On 18 October 1692, it was his "Intention that
Swingler shall putt up the Cedar and Walnut tree Wainscott and the Oak Wainscott
which he wrought and was in the Dining Roome". The latter may be compatible
with Swingler's "Boarding Dining Room" in 1685, while the cedar and walnut
wainscot was probably also rescued from the old house. The letter continued:
"Swingler hath made a Proposall off flooring the whole Hous for thirtie pounds and
he will find the Nails. I had rather he did it than anie bodie and if he will putt .. .
into the bargain ... the Partitions that are to be above stairs onelie, I would have
you Give ... three pounds more ... I hope he hath a Mind to Gett himself Creditt
by the Building off this hous and ... as well as the Kindnesse I have for him, would
Lett him have as much of the work as I could. I approve off his advice concerning
the Stanchers and would have it ordered accordinglie". 37
Swingler's reputation seems to have spread as, on 1 January 1694/5, Lord
Nottingham wrote to Sir John Lowther apparently asking him to persuade the
carpenter to work for him at Burley-on-the-Hill in Rutland. 3 ß He may not have taken
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up this opportunity owing to new family commitments at Penrith. At "harvest time"
in 1693, he married widow Elizabeth Swan of Penrith at Kirkby Thore 39 where,
significantly, Thomas Machell was the rector. Then on 20 December 1694, their
only daughter Dorcas was baptised at St Andrew's, Penrith where James Swingler
was churchwarden in 1697. Elizabeth Swingler was buried there on 2 September
1698 and, at the age of sixteen, Dorcas married William Bewly of Whitehaven on 26
December 1710.
Swingler is also recorded in the Appleby Castle estate accounts. 40 In 1690 he and
Thomas Langstaffe were given f10 to compensate for "their hard bargain in the
timber sold to them [from Whinfell] for £340 [in] January 1686". Also Swingler and
Matthew Walton paid £109 10s. "in part of £139 for 180 Oak Trees sold in
[Whinfell] in Apr 1689 and payable at Lady Day [25 March] 1690". Unfortunately
the accounts do not state where such large numbers of trees were used. On 2 May
1704, payments for alterations to "the Upper Hall, Lobby and Dining Roome" at
the Castle included "to James Swingler for the Wainscotting the said 3 Roomes
Containing in all 590 [square] Yards ... at 2s. 10d. per Yard is £83 11 s. 8d. And
also 17s. 5d. for Setting the Scaffolds before it was Wainscotted and Knocking
downe the old plaster of the Roofe of the Hall". On 6 June, f2 7s. 4d. was paid to
Wm Dent (Whitesmith) "for halfe of the Hooks for the Wainscott (Mr Swingler the
Joiner paying for the other Halfe) ... ".41
Nearer to home, on 30 May 1704, James Swingler submitted to the Cumberland
Magistrates an estimate for £62 1s. 9d. to repair the "Penrith Town Hall". The
work included 111 sq. yds of walling and leading the stone; re-roofing the building,
using the old slates as far as possible; taking down the old stairs and extending and
widening them and making "a battlement [parapet] to ye outside"; making a
window on the front, six on the back and one in the end of the building "with
window bars and shut[ter]s to them all". Inside work included "185 seeling joists
next to the Roof' at 6d each; plastering 117 sq. yds of ceiling at 4 1 /2d per sq. yd
plastering 211 sq. yds of wall; supplying and fixing 147 sq. yds of 1 1 /4 inches thick
floor boards; "secureing the Beames and walls underneath" and making a door in
the hall. He was to make "the head Seat with a Compasse at the uper end, with a
Riseing flower of 3 Stepps up to it, and wenscoting above the seat 3 foot high, and
repaireing the ould Court". The estimate and evidence of raising funds was
presented to the Michaelmas sessions in 1704, 42 but the inhabitants complained that
repairs had been ordered three years earlier, yet only stairs and a little prison under
them for "Securing Cuttpurses, Pilfering Theeves and suchlike" had been built. The
date of Swingler's estimate suggests that he had been called in to rectify the delay.
Though evidence that he actually performed the work has not been found, he was
clearly acting as a general builder not just a successful joiner. The building was
demolished in the early nineteenth century 43 but the estimate preserves his stylish
signature (Fig. 3).
Swingler must have been thrifty as he was able to lend £39 at 6% interest to
Robert Lowther (1681-1745), of Maulds Meaburn, on 7 October 1706. 44 A £1
underpayment of interest to August 1710 raised the principal to £40 on which
£2 8s. was paid yearly till two years after Swingler's death. 45 He was buried at
Penrith on 4 September 1712, having been "very sick" when he made a will on 31
August. His executors, Charles Carter (haberdasher) and William Rowell
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(innholder), both of Penrith, were to sell everything to provide an income for his
only child Dorcas Bewley. If she died childless it was to go "to my cousin John
Swingler the younger of . . . Leicester, eldest son of my cousin John Swingler the
elder of the same city". 46 As the surname Swingler still occurs most commonly in the
East Midlands, perhaps this was the joiner's home area. 47 The IGI for the Cumbrian
counties has only the one entry for Dorcas's baptism.
In view of the rarity of Swingler as a Cumbrian surname, it is worth noting that a
Richard Swingler "of Kirkby Lonsdall ... Free mason" claimed f55 10s. from the
Westmorland magistrates, on 17 July 1674, for emergency repairs to Kirkby
Lonsdale bridge after a flood. The work included fixing "strong Iron barrs into the
foundation Rock", mending "a large breach in the middle maine pillar ... aboute
three yards high from the foundation upwards", mending extensive cracks above
that, mending the parapets and road surface, finding all the materials and scouring
the water course under the bridge. Swingler claimed that he had had "to Call his
Servants from other particular [unstated] imployments" to assist him and he hoped
to be given future work. 48

John Addison

(fi. 1680-92). Mason and building manager.

John Addison is noted briefly by Colvin (page 60). On 16 July 1684 he contracted
with Ewan Christian of Unerigg (Ewanrigg) Hall, at Maryport, to take over the
supervision of builders, who included masons Edward Gibson (q. v.) and Anthony
Barwise and waller Abel Fearon, already working at the house. This was "for the
better performing of the said work ... and to ease ... Ewan of his care and trouble
therein". He prepared a "paper draught or modell" of the work and was to be paid
six guineas. 49 He was described as a mason "of Marrwood Park ... Co. Durham",
but was probably one of the Addison family of masons from Kings Meaburn,
working temporarily near Barnard Castle. Entries in the accounts of Sir John
Lowther of Lowther appear to support this assertion. On 14 October 1682 "the
Addisons" were paid £11, as the last of twenty instalments since 11 July 1681, "in
full of Masons work for the new offices", which totalled L150. 50 They were also paid
in November 1682 for a "perpin wall". 51 "Addison" was paid, in March 1684/5,
"towards marble" and "towards the new staircase", while in June "John Addison"
had L2 10s. "for ye stares" and 9s. 6d. "for 10 Coyns in ye nue stare Case". By 8
August 1685, John Addison had been paid L22 "in part for Marble". If John was
one of "the Addisons" it seems reasonable to assume that another was Edward, who
was paid over f1,000 for mason's work at Lowther in 1692-3.
Certainly in 1687 John was in Westmorland building the surviving stables at
Sockbridge Hall 52 and in October was at Whitehaven "tendering his service to erect
our Church" (St Nicholas), for which the foundations had just been laid. Within a
few days, he had agreed to take over supervision of the work for £12. He also
proposed "stone stepps ... to ascend into the gallerys" from near the "great doore
in the Steeple" but, like the other builders, objected that the walls proposed by the
church trustees were too thin. Sir John Lowther of Whitehaven could "see by his
Draughts he is superior to any workmen we yet have" and, since he drew so well and
was a bachelor, Thomas Tickell wanted him to settle in Whitehaven. Addison
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appears to have suggested that a large east window should be set in the gable wall so
that, if a chancel was required later, the opening could be adapted. Objectors and
the shortage of funds and materials delayed completion, so that the church was still
without slate in July 1689. 53
Tickell persuaded Addison to draw plans for a new customs house at
Whitehaven. On 15 November 1687, the mason estimated that it would cost £200.
In February 1688 Lowther liked Addison's plan but was worried that "to build a
House upon Piliers not Tenantable for any other use, will make me a small Return".
Addison prepared a further plan with the lower floor "raised higher [to avoid flood
risk] ... with one pillar (for the better placing of the Beames between the windowes)
more in the front". The customs collector (Mr Wildbore) tried to have
accommodation for himself and his family included at a cost of £400. This was
rejected by the Customs Commissioners so that, in July 1688, John Gale was asked
to make estimates for cheaper versions for John Addison to build. This probably
indicates that Addison was away attending to other business. After prevaricating
until January 1691, the Commissioners were asked to accept plans drawn in October
1688.
By 27 May 1691 however, the estimated building cost had risen to £400 and "the
undertaker [was] now Imployed in Scotland", but we are not told where. Although
Tickell thought Addison was "a very good workman", who may "come hither upon
our invitation and make a fresh Contract", the customs house was eventually built
by John Gale in 1694 for £300. 54 By 18 October 1692, John Addison was needed
back in Cumbria, for Sir John Lowther of Lowther wrote in a postscript to his agent,
William Atkinson, concerning the late stages of rebuilding Lowther Hall, "There is
Nothing I shall want more than some Marble Chimney Peeces. I pray you therefore
to Enquire out John Addison with all Convenient Speed that he may be Imployed
therein". This suggests that Sir John was well satisfied with the mason's work in the
old Lowther Hall but, if he was employed, there are no identifiable entries in the
1693-99 estate accounts. 55 No later work by Addison has been located. The details
suggest that he was young with a talent for taking over the management of contracts
already in progress. Research outside Cumbria might well reveal further details of
this very mobile mason over a longer period.
Edward Gibson (f1.1678-87) of Whitehaven. Mason and brickmaker. Mason's
mark 9 Source: CROC, D/Lons/W, Whitehaven Town 79
This craftsman's skill is suggested by Thomas Tickell's comment in January 1678/9,
when Gibson was at Flatt Hall working "stone chimney peeces, which he does very
well and had pitched upon the best moulding for that roome over the best roome
and ... says he can worke and polish marble and knowes of as good a post [stratum]
of black marble in this country [district] as any in Ireland". Whether this indicates
his country of origin is unknown, but the agent thought him "more reasonable than
any that I can yet meet with". 56 In addition to his skill with masonry, Gibson made a
useful contribution to Cumbrian building as a pioneer of early brickmaking at
Whitehaven. In Tickell's letters, the first reference to this aspect of his work was on
11 November 1678, when he had already spent two weeks at Flatt, making "hearths
... and chimney peeces for all except the three best roomes ... When he has done

tcwaas_002_1996_vol96_0015

SOME CUMBRIAN BUILDERS,

1670-1780^

173

them he will burn Brick and I hope better than the last man provided he may lay
them".
In response, Sir John Lowther proposed making 200,000 bricks for a retaining
wall for a "Mount of Earth", which stood beside the house and masked views of it
from the town. 57 The earlier failure to produce good bricks can be traced back to
June 1677 when Sir John wanted 160,000 bricks for a high wall round the garden at
Flatt. Such an exposed location would encourage excessive weathering, particularly
through frost damage to underburnt bricks. However, on 27 October 1677, the fault
was "imputed by the maker to the badness of our Coales, of which he had a double
proportion to those he burns at Carlisle"." Early brickmaking at Carlisle has already
been studied by B. C. Jones. 59
At least a thick retaining wall would be exposed to frost damage on one face only.
On 3 September 1679, Edward Gibson with Henry and John Gibson (probably
related) and Richard Baxter contracted to build it for £30 by midsummer 1680.
Towards a further £30 for making the bricks, they had already received £ 11 10s. by
12 July 1679, and were paid the other £18 10s. when they signed the contract each,
significantly, with his mason's mark. 60 The wall was to be four feet thick running
"from the second window in the Buttery to the Northwest corner of the Garden"
and arching north-wards seven yards from the garden wall. They were also to build a
brick "bridge from the dineing roome doore ... to the Mount". It was to have two
straight spans of five yards and a pillar in the middle or an arch spanning four yards
with abutments and a "good hewen Raile and Banisters and a Cornish underneath"
with dressed stone quoins. This work was probably intended to test the suitability of
bricks as an innovative building material, as well as Gibson's masonry and
brickmaking ability. In spring 1680; Gibson seemed "very unwilling any longer to
stand obliged by the late articles" thinking it a hard bargain "but fears your
displeasure and will do it". 61 Even if the outcome was successful, brick making was
not referred to again for about five years.
In the meantime, Gibson seems to have relied on his craft skills for employment
since, on 21 November 1681, when Tickell visited Ribton Hall to view the new
wainscot, "Ned Gibson" was employed "plaistering severall other rooms above and
will plaister Cornishes pretty well". 62 In July 1684 when John Addison took over
supervision of building a second tower and the hall at Unerigg, Edward Gibson was
already working there with Anthony Barwise and Abel Fearon. 63 The three were
probably the principal partners in an earlier contract and would employ other men
as needed. To date no further references to Gibson's work at other properties have
been found.
The next mention of the Gibsons at Whitehaven was on 29 October 1685, when
Tickell noted that they had "been heere and promised to come again in the first
frosty weather to cast clay for more bricks. They have bargained with Peele [a
builder] to cover one halfe of your new houses in Hodgson Croft with tile, which
they will ingage to maintaine for 7 years ... They seem to incline to come and live
heer in hopes to get a trade for Bricks and tiles and Potters wares which I incourage
them in". 64 To persuade them to settle, Tickell kept a house in Hodgson Croft for
their use. 65 To help further, particularly when building work was slack in winter, he
arranged for them to make a brick and stone "ballast wall" in the harbour in lengths
of 20 to 30 yards at a time, to help to control drifting sediment. It had a five feet
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square cross-section and was sunk three feet into the sediment, with two feet
protruding.' The agent also had them "raising great plenty of stones ... for your
storehouses" and thought of letting that building work to them "at 20d. the yard
they finding lime, sand and all other materials". 67
In February 1686, they were "on Bransty side prepareing stone to build a new
house in towne near Brittons" 6 S to be finished by Whit. The agent was "loth to part
with them being such general mechanics in making Brick ... pantiles and potters
wares. Those square tiles ... at 14d. the [square] yard, their proposed price, will . . .
be better than slate". 69 By 5 April, Gibson offered to build brick houses "on as easy
terms as with stone walls" and on 13th was "making a furnace before the front of the
new houses in Hodgson Croft at the South End on this side [of] the beck to make
tyles for Jon Peele to cover those houses [as yet] unbuilt, and he likes the crooked
tyles better as [being] less chargeable in nayles and laths". 70 By 11 May, Tickell
agreed with Gibson and John Satterthwaite, a carpenter, to build two shops 71 and on
24 June 1686, reported that the "whole tribe" of Gibsons had arrived to make pots
to "interbake" with tiles, so that the more open stacking might give better burning of
both products. They had also "built 2 houses very well". Before the end of July the
Gibsons lived in three houses in Hodgson Croft and had covered several more with
good clay tiles.'
Despite this progress, Sir John sent Dutch tiles from London, as a pattern for the
Gibsons to copy, but Tickell's preference was "good Dutch workmen . . . and a
potter from Biddiford or Barnstable to make wares for Dublin". 73 This seems to have
encouraged Sir John to become impatient for quicker development. As a result Mr
Barrow from Dublin, who also made bricks at Wigan, examined the local clays and
began brickmaking in September 1686, but failed. 74 Sir John commented "let neither
the Gibsons nor the Dublin man be discouraged but convert themselves to
something else till I can give them ... directions, for the fault may not be theirs". By
23 November, Tickell found Barrow was "so frequently mistaken in all his attempts"
that he thought him "full of maggots". He had not paid his workmen or for the
coal. 75 Matthew Coulson from Newcastle, "skil'd in many things", arrived in midNovember and was to manage a textile enterprise making mainly coal sacks, but
then began burning bricks near Hodgsons Croft until, in February 1686/7, he was
"carried to prison [at Carlisle] for debts about Newcastle"." By 20 September 1687
a Dublin brickmaker named Leonard, was at work. He would sell bricks to
townsmen for 7s. 6d. a thousand which included 2s. for fuel and 6d. to Lowther for
clay or for filling up the holes afterwards, so the price to Sir John would be 5s. per
thousand if he supplied the fuel." The Gibsons appear to have been squeezed out, to
become building contractors for people who bought plots of land on which to have a
house built. In contrast, other families of builders (such as the Bodles and Peeles)
and individuals (like Anthony Borrowdale and William Kendal) were speculative
builders who leased plots, developed them and then sold the houses.'$
If the Gibsons were disillusioned, there are no comments in the letters. However,
on 17 February 1687/8, Tickell reported that "Ned Gibson proffeseth to make new
[houses] in Duke Street like those neighbours of 5 yards in the ground roome and 6
yards one foot high in the side walls at £ 14 the house". These matched Mr Gale's
estimate for workmen's houses on 5 April 1686 "at L8 the house for stonework and
k6 the house for timber and carpenter work" compared to his costing for "Houses
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of three storeys like those in Duke Street . . . [at] £14 the stonework and £8 the
woodwork, but Brick . . . wil be much more". 79 With the evidence of their having
built other houses and shops and made preparations for a storehouse, this suggests
that they were relying more on ordinary building work for the livelihood of the whole
Gibson "tribe", including those less skilled than Edward Gibson. Such work might
yield small profits, but would limit financial outlay and avoid the need to travel to
scattered higher quality work. In addition, by 1687-88, brickmaking had been
mastered and this coincided with a surge of Irish immigration, a sharp increase in
admissions to plots and a consequent building boom (Fig. 4). Thus, Edward Gibson
was perhaps as shrewd in seeing building opportunities as he was skilled in masonry.
If this account of his work has been biased towards his role in developing
brickmaking at Whitehaven, searches in other archives over a longer time-span
might reveal detail of masons' work comparable to Flatt, Unerigg and Ribton. Like
the majority of builders, it is clear that he was prepared to tackle a wide range of jobs
to earn a living. The same was true of Daniel Benn, who is studied next.

Daniel Benn (d.1777) of Whitehaven. Mason, architect, building contractor and
materials supplier.
When Daniel Benn died on 27 October 1777 and was buried on 29th at St
Nicholas's church, Whitehaven "after a lingering illness", the Cumberland Pacquet
noted that he was "a very eminent master mason of this town who for many years
had the management of the harbour works here, which will remain a noble
monument of his great skill in his profession; he also built St James Chapel ... the
new part of Whitehaven Castle, the new county gaol in Westmorland and ... other
fine public and private structures in this county and Westmorland". By his will,
dated 19 March 1776, 80 he left his son John £10 a year for life charged on premises
in New Lowther Street and East Strand in Whitehaven. To his executors, "my
friends" Anthony Benn of Hensingham and John Peele of Whitehaven, surgeon, he
gave £5 each and left the remainder of his estate to his only daughter Susanna,
whose inheritance will be considered later. Although Daniel's children were baptised
at Holy Trinity, Whitehaven (John on 31 May 1740, Susanna on 23 April 1742 and
Daniel on 12 May 1744) his own baptism and marriage have not been found.
Unfortunately neither the newspaper nor parish register stated Benn's age. His
father was probably Daniel Benn, a mason who was admitted to numbers 5-7 Queen
Street on 10 June 1699, 8 ' and sold two of the properties, on 12 June 1699 and 10
November 1701, probably after building a house on the latter. 82 He held the third
until 15 November 1737, when his "son and heir" Daniel Benn was admitted and
bought the freehold on 23 September 1743. 83 Some of the younger Daniel Benn's
early mason's work can be traced in the Whitehaven estate accounts from 1728 to
1746. 84 He built or repaired shops, farm buildings and houses, including:

1728-9
1729

Repairing stable and barns at Flatt Hall
Repairing Weddiker Hall.
Repairing roof at school house
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1731
1731
1733
1739
1740
1741
1746

Building a granary in Lowther Street 8 '
Building house at Andrew Murra's Farm, Harras
Building an almshouse in Duke Street
Converting Payhouse at New Town to house 8 ó
Rebuilding a shop at no. 4 East Strand
Repairing Messenger's House at St Bees Abbey
Repairing House at Peck Mill [St Bees] ("ready to Tumble down")
Rebuilding house at Mirehouse
Rebuilding barn and house at Coal Grove Bank
Rebuilding a barn and building a new byre at Weddiker Hall
Mason's work and sinking well at Ribton Hall

177
98
15
85
6
13
24
15
21
13
34
11

0
2
18
5
4
0
7
11
5
12
12

0
8
1
4
5
8
1
4
2
0
3

In 1746 Benn and Richard Burton (carpenter) offered to keep all county bridges
in Cumberland in repair for seven years for £125 a year. Their tender was beaten by
one of John Wood of Low Wood Nook, Torpenhow at £85 a year. 87 A different
bridging job got Benn into trouble in 1750. Sir James Lowther used him to deepen
and straighten Whitehaven's Pow beck to reduce risk of flooding at high tide and
then arch over it to improve the market place. Some objectors took legal proceedings
to prevent it so that, on 8 February 1749/50 Sir James had been advised in London
that "Danl [Benn] must only plead the general Issue of not Guilty . . . for a
pretended nuisance", and should "go to the Sessions" where sureties would be
found. 88 Lowther was sure he could arrange to his own advantage the further
progress of the case to Assizes and even the King's Bench, stating "I dont matter
[care about] the Expence". However, six months later he was "sorry these spightful
Folks have carried [i.e. won] their Cause ... We must now consider about pulling
down what has been done ... but as the Beck itself between the two bridges 89 and
before Matt Gales Front will probably be filled up" gradually with sediment "they
may have more overflowing". Without the scheme, he could not see how the
condition of Whitehaven's streets could be improved to "lessen the Nusances in
Town". 90 As Benn was obeying orders, he was probably used as a scape-goat, but the
nature of his work and the outcome is clear. In 1764, however, the "market place
was enlarged by throwing a vault over the Poebeck". 91
Benn's first recorded job at the harbour was on 5 March 1746/7 when "the
condition of the new pier" was causing concern. He and Burton exhibited a model
of a buttress to support it, and their estimate was accepted at £2,348 16s. 2d. 92 , a
massive advance on the scale of works done for the estate. On 6 June 1751, the
Harbour Trustees resolved to build, in the innermost part of the harbour, a basin
which would fill as tides rose so that sluices could be opened at low tide to flush
away "sullage" that choked the anchorage. Benn was to receive 2s. 6d. a day to
oversee the work and employ suitable workmen. The stone was to be quarried from
the harbour floor to deepen it, thus imitating work undertaken for Sir John Lowther
in 1679 and 1693 93 apparently with no better success. Sir James Lowther favoured
the completion of this work before the new St James's church was begun for
otherwise, a shortage of masons and stone would hinder both jobs and trade would
suffer if the harbour was inadequate. 94
In 1752 the Trustees decided to lengthen the old pier by thirty yards, making
Daniel Benn the "chief mason" with the "principal direction" of the work again at
2s. 6d. a day. He was to receive "reasonable expenses ... for the encouragement of
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good workmen upon extraordinary [undefined] occasions". Burton had charge of
the carpentry and William Birkhead checked materials, wages and attendance of
workmen. Work was complete by 6 October 1753, except for removing the
lighthouse and building a new one two feet higher. In April 1754 a "New Tongue"
was to be "begun forthwith" with the same three men employed on the same terms.
In 1755 the town's masons were encouraged to quarry stones from the harbour
floor, between the old and new piers, under Benn's supervision, and in March 1763
the Trustees wanted the new pier lengthened by forty yards, with Benn in charge at
a guinea a week.
Benn's involvement in major works led him into other aspects of the building
industry, including the supply of materials. For example a 1729 lease, for 21 years at
£4 per year, of sandstone quarries in "Whitehaven Rocks" (sea cliffs), was
terminated in 1741 in favour of the Harbour Trustees who paid rent until 1744
when Benn took over until 1756. The quarries were then divided into those north of
Saltom (used by other tenants till 1761) and those south of Saltom which Benn
leased in 1756 at £4 a year for 21 years, but no rent was paid from 1773 and they
were "Not let" from 1778. 95 Also, from 1747 to 1772, Benn had liberty to make
bricks at a royalty of 12d. a thousand, he paying damages to the farmers. In that
time, his enterprise produced four million bricks, averaging about 154,000 per year.
His share of recorded output is indicated in Figure 5.
Experience of supervision prepared Benn for further challenges. In January 1752,
Sir James Lowther gave £500 and the ground for St James's church at Whitehaven. 96
At a meeting on 3 April, the Trustees resolved that the church should "be built
according to the plan now produced by Mr Carlisle Spedding" and that Benn
"should be employed to keep an Account of the masons, labourers and others
employ'd and to direct and order the said building". 97 Benn appears to have
prospered, since in 1754 he leased a part of Harras Park for 21 years at £22 a year
and then, in 1756 leased "Another part of Harras Park with a Til'd Barn" for 21
years at £34 a year. 98
Benn's role in extending the 1771 gaol and building a new Shire Hall at Appleby
was first recorded in May 1773 when Westmorland magistrates received "a plan .. .
sent by Mr. Benn, Sir James Lowther's Agent, for Completing the Goal and
building the Court Houses and other necessary offices". After amendment by assize
judges, it was approved at the Michaelmas sessions. Benn was to "prepare proper
proposals and Conditions for the Buildings ... and Estimates of all the Materials"
for inspection by prospective contractors. John Bowness, high constable of
Westmorland's East Ward was to superintend the work under "Direction of ... Mr
Benn". In January 1775 Thomas Addison's bill for building four gaol cells was to be
paid "agreeable to Mr Benn the Surveyor's Report" and was signed by Benn. In
October, the gaol carpentry bill of Henry Bellas was "duly certified by Mr Daniel
Benn the Inspector". The Shire Hall details are less specific but, on 9 September
1777, Benn received £25 for "Trouble and Expences in surveying and
superintending the building 99 just six weeks before his death. His court-house is
now the Magistrates' Court at Appleby. Another 1777 job was to examine Holy
Trinity church in Whitehaven to decide "how far it will be of use to make a Conduit
round the Chapel" and make an estimate of the expence. 100 This was probably to
overcome dampness in the walls.
"
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Benn's pièce de résistance was building the extensions to Whitehaven Castle
designed by Robert Adam.'°' The building details are noted in a "Mason and
Labourers Account Book for Whitehaven Castle, 1766-1775", the first page of
which is headed "Sir James Lowther Bart ... To the Executors of Dan[ie]l Benn". 102
The details are remarkably uninformative except for a summary on the last page,
drawn up to help settle the estate of the 1st Earl of Lonsdale (formerly Sir James
Lowther) who died in 1802. The summary first refers to affairs at Benn's death in
1777. The total charge for the Castle work was £5,632 1s. 5'/4d. plus
£61 4s. 4d. for the "Grainery acct". Benn had been paid £4,723 9s. 9d., but owed
£250 4s. 3d. in unpaid rent for Harras Park. This left £719 11s. 9 1 /4d owing to
Benn's executrix; his daughter Susanna, who married Richard Sherwen on 5
December 1780 at Holy Trinity, Whitehaven. By 1802, interest on the debt totalled
£720 3s. 5d. The Earl also owed £186 9s. 1 1 /2d. as capital plus interest for 30 years
on a forty-fourth share of clay in Throstle Dunn. Unpaid rent for a house in
New Town, and premises in New Lowther Street, reduced the Earl's debt to
£1,482 13s. 4d., payable to Richard Sherwen. As Benn was paid £105 "for
Superintending the work at the Castle from 1766 to 1775", this detail suggests that
he was sufficiently well-off to leave the large debt with his employer as an investment
for Susanna, to whom he left everything except for her brother's £10 annuity.
This sketch of Daniel Benn's career gives a useful insight into how a craftsman
gradually developed into a contractor, building surveyor, supplier of materials,
designer and superintendent of important construction works, through the
patronage of the most influential Cumbrian family during the eighteenth century.
Few builders are so well recorded.

Conclusions
In the limited space of this article it has been possible to study only an outline of the
work of five relatively well recorded but little known builders. The variety of their
work, the extent to which they had to travel and the ways in which some linked up
on various jobs for different clients, creates an intriguing web of detail which will
foster further research. For example, where in Scotland was John Addison working
between leaving Whitehaven and being needed at Lowther in 1692? Where in
Lancaster did James Swingler build a staircase in 1682? Even if the answers to such
specific queries are not found, it should be possible to extend the known periods of
active building, discover further buildings erected by them and make connections
with other builders who may then also rise above the threshold of history.
Despite numerous problems some important developments are clear. For
example, Revd Thomas Machell misled posterity by his claim to have introduced
"regular" building to Cumbria. While William Thackeray has now taken over that
important role, it is possible that further research might discover an earlier builder to
wrest it from him. It is also reasonable to attribute important houses such as Ribton
and Moresby Halls to Thackeray, but, as Drawdykes appears to be the only proven
survivor of his work, it should be preserved before it suffers further neglect.
Likewise, the only known survivor of John Addison's skill is the stable at Sockbridge
which, despite modern changes is therefore an important building. Following B. C.
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Jones's valuable study of brickmaking at Carlisle, the contributions by Edward
Gibson and Daniel Benn in the Whitehaven area, extend knowledge of how the
product and trade developed in Cumbria from the late seventeenth century, a
subject which needs much more attention. Another important aspect of modern
building development, namely the way in which some craftsmen became large scale
contractors in the eighteenth century is well shown in the study of Daniel Benn. His
principal client's unpaid debt can be interpreted as a measure of Benn's success, but
it also reveals some complexities of builder-client relationships which deserve
detailed examination. 103 Further articles will probably be generated by the present
programme of continuing research into documents referring to Cumbian buildings.
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have built the north gallery at Hutton-in-the-Forest.
6 B. Tyson, "The Work of William Thackeray ... at Flatt Hall (Whitehaven Castle) ..., 1676-84",
TAMS, 28 (1984), 61-92.
CROC, D/Lons/W, Whitehaven 75, "Building Accounts".
8 CROC, D/Lons/W, Tickell letters in five boxes. Hereafter cited simply as "Tickell letters".
9 Richard Crackenthorpe had inherited Newbiggin Hall (NY 629 286) in 1669
(AWL, 87).
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Built for John Aglionby (1642-1718), Recorder of Carlisle from 1679 until his death (CFH, 2).
Sir William Pennington (c.1655-1730) of Muncaster Castle was created Baronet in 1676 and was
High Sheriff of Cumberland in 1685 (CFH, 258).
12 Richard Lamplugh (c.1633-1705) married Lowther's sister Frances in 1667 (CFH, 195).
13 CFH, 195.
14
The double transoms can also be seen on the 1824 drawing of Rose Castle published in CW2, xxviii,
facing 398.
15
M. W. Taylor, Old Manorial Halls of Westmorland & Cumberland, CWAAS, Extra Series, viii (1892).
16
The rear parts of Moresby Hall are somewhat older, greatly altered and difficult to interpret. Nicholas
Cooper, RCHME Report (1992) for Alcan Ltd.
17
Edward Hughes, Fleming-Senhouse Papers, Cumberland [County Council] Record Series, ii (1961),
43.
18
Tickell letters, box 2; 300 and 291.
19 When Sir John Lowther was again altering Flatt Hall ready for his retirement from Parliament. He
believed that wind might smash casement windows against the roughcast and he intended "sending
down a pattern of a shash-window . . . very proper for . . . sides of a House as are not too much
exposed. East and North would bear them, ye West & South not". He was particularly concerned to
avoid the "defects of ye Houses at Ribton and Warnell where the Rain beats in at every Window".
(CROC, D/Lons/W, Sir John Lowther's letters to Wm. Gilpin, 15 Feb. & 8 March 1697/8). The front
door at Warnell Hall, Sebergham, is dated 1683 and bears the Denton arms (CFH, f. p. 200) but the
builder is unknown.
20 H. J. Louw, "The Origin of the Sash Window", Architectural History, 26 (1983), 49-72.
21
For a "staircase window in one of the wings" at Hesket Hall, see Nikolaus Pevsner, Buildings of
England: Cumberland and Westmorland (1967), 137: Howgill Castle, CROC, Machell Mss. quoted by
Colvin, 531-2. Both sites were visited but the double transom windows were not seen. On 2 June 1781
the Appleby Castle estate accounts record that L5 9s. 6d. was paid to "Joseph Williamson and his
Partners for walling up [unspecified] Windows at Howgill Castle".
22
Tickell letters, box 2; 400, 409.
23
Tickell letters, box 3; 129, 125. This textiles project failed by 1697 and became a school. J. V.
Beckett, "Lowther College, 1697-1740", CW2, lxxix, 103.
24
CROC, D/Lons/L3/1/18. Accounts, April 1676 to 29 Nov. 1688.
25
Nicolson & Burn, i, 440.
26
Tickell letters, box 3: 369.
27
Tickell letters, box 3; 202, 285, 279.
28
Tickell letters, box 3; 379, 377, 365; box 4; 160, 174, 133.
29
Tickell letters, box 4; 18, 35, 57, 64, 75, 157.
30 Tickell letters, box 4; 149.
31
Dalemain archives. "Daybook of Sir Edward Hasell, 1684-86". He bought Dalemain in 1675.
(Microfilm at CROC, JAC/166).
32
The hewn work and walling of the new barn were negotiated with John Relfe and George Bird on 31
December 1685 and 2 January 1686, but their terms were not stated and the carpentry was not
mentioned.
10

11

33

On 5 February Webster had come "to see how near my dining [room] was for painting and I gave him
my pictures [to take] home". He returned ten days later with "my pictures with the Frames which hee
guilded".
34
Hugh Owen, The Lowther Family (1990), 207.
33 Published in H. M. Colvin, J. M. Crook and T. Friedman, The Architectural Drawings from Lowther
Castle (1980), 20-1; Society of Architectural Historians of G.B., Monograph 2.
36
CROC, D/Lons/L, Al/19.
37 CROC, D/Lons/L, Letters to Wm. Atkinson, file 2.
38 HMC, 13th Report, App. pt. vii, The Manuscripts of Lord Lonsdale
(1893), 105; quoting
D/Lons/L/13/ 1 /43.
39

She was the wife of James Swan whose son Samuel was baptised at Penrith on 16 October 1682 and
as "a youth" was buried on 4 February 1692/3. (CROC, PR/36/1) James Swan died before 1 Oct.
1685 when his inventory was apprised by Andrew Whelpdale jnr and Hen ry Jackson. (CROC,
P/1685). It totalled about £35 including numerous drinking vessels, hogsheads in the cellar, mash vats
in the brewhouse, and other items suggestive of inn keeping. This is supported by a Quarter Sessions
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petition (CROC, Q/11 Midsummer 1690) from John Ritson, of Hartrigg in Sebergham, who claimed
£3 compensation for a seven-year-old bay gelding, lent to his son Richard to ri de to Penrith, but
which "was stolen out of the stable of Mrs Swan in Penrith".
4o
CROK, WD/Hoth, box 23; 1690, pp. 2 & 21; 1704, pp. 37-9.
41 Other payments were made to Edward Addison for mason's work (cutting down the upper hall
windows, getting stone, fixing chimney pieces in the lobby and dining room and for flags); Thomas
Ionn and others "for 16 Cart Load of Birch Wood for the Scaffolds" and for setting them up; Stephen
Nevinson of Newby Stones and James Unthank for about 72 bushels of lime; Thomas Knott, his man
and two labourers for plastering and to Robe rt Bolton for 20 stone of hair for plaster.
42
CROC Q/11, Michaelmas 1704, 14-18.
43
For general details see J. Walker, History of Penrith (1857), 85-7 and J. E. Horsley, Old Time Penrith
(1926), 39 and 42.
44
Father of Sir James Lowther (Earl of Lonsdale), 1736-1802.
45
CROC, D/Lons/L/AM 6, Meaburn estate a/cs 1710-24, pp. 23-27.
46
Will proved 24 February 1712/3 at Penrith. (CROC, P/1712).
47 In November 1683, James Swingler wrote to his uncle Nicholas Swingler to get 3000 spriggs (nails)
not available in Whitehaven and "a thinn steel saw to slitt" deals. Nicholas lived "at the Golden
anchor in little East Cheap", London. Tickell letters, box 4; 115 & 122.
48
CROK, WD/Ry, box 35, file 3.
49
CROC, D/Cu, comp. 11. For details and plan see B. Tyson, "Unerigg (Ewanrigg) Hall, Maryport",
TAMS, 26 (1982), 69-70.
50 CROC, D/Lons/L3/1/18.
51
Parpens are stones passing through a wall from side to side. A parpen-wall is a thin (often internal)
partition. O.E.D.
52 CW2, lxxxiii, 109-10.
53
Tickell letters, box 5; 20 & 25 Oct., 5 & 13 Nov. 1687 through to 2 July 1689.
54
Tickell letters, 20 Oct. & 15 Nov. 1687, 28 Feb., 12 & 17 June, 3 and 28 July and 7 Aug. 1688; 25
Jan and 27 May 1691.
55 CROC, D/Lons/L, A1/19.
56
Tickell letters, 27 Jan. and 10 March 1678/9.
57 Tickell letters, 11 and 19 November 1678.
58 Tickell letters, box 2; 239, 294, 296, 298, 300, 304. In February 1675/6 Lowther had asked his agent
to "Enquire whether a Brickmaker may not be had as cheap from Dublin as from Carlisle", which
suggests that the latter were already well established but perhaps relatively expensive and/or busy.
59
B. C. Jones, "Carlisle Brickmakers and Bricklayers, 1652-1752", CW2, lxxxiii, 125-9.
60 CROC, D/Lons/W, Whitehaven 79. For a documentary study of masons' marks see B. Tyson,
"Identifying and Classifying Masons' Marks", Vernacular Architecture, 25 (1994), 4-15.
61
Tickell letters, 22 March and 26 April 1680.
62
Tickell letter, 21 Nov. 1681.
63
CROC, D/Cu, comp. 11.
64
Tickell letters, 29 Oct. & 7 Nov. 1685.
65
These were built for a rt isans. The first four were occupied by John Satterthwaite (carpenter) and a
French gunsmith, who each had one for a shop and another to live in. (Tickell letter, 24 Nov. 1685).
66
It cost 6s. a yard (probably cubic measure). Tickell letters, 24 Oct., 24 Nov., 8 and 22 Dec. 1685; 14
Jan., 23 Feb. 1686.
67 Tickell letter, 14 Jan. 1685/6.
68
Probably on the south-west side of Lowther Street backing on to No. 1 Chapel Street, originally
owned by Thomas Britton. Tickell letter, 23 Feb. 1685/6 and Whitehaven Street Books (note 78).
69
Tickell letter, 23 Feb. 1685/6.
70 Tickell letters, 5 & 13 Apr., 1686.
71 Location not stated. John Satterthwaite was the carpenter for the Schoolmaster's house and library at
St Bees school (B. Tyson, TAMS, 33 (1989), 169-80). He also built a post-mill to drain collieries in
1686 (CW2, lxxxviii, 185-91).
72 Tickell letters, 24 June, 26 July, 2 Aug. 1686.
73 Tickell letters, 4, 8 & 25 May 1686.
74 Barrow was said to burn a batch of 20,000 bricks every 24 hours. After 8 hours burning, the residual
heat was used to dry the next batch. He intended to "worke a Circumference [gin gang] with an horse
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drawing 3 wheels on a flagged way". In Dublin one horse worked "a wheele which blows 2 paire of
Bellowes and turnes 2 [pugg mills ?] and 1 grindstone". He said he would continue his experiments,
employ the Gibsons, build a house and bring his wife from Dublin.
Tickell letters, 6, 14 & 21 Sept., 23 & 30 Nov. 1686.
76 Tickell letters, 16 Nov., 7 Dec. 1686; 8 Feb., 28 Apr. 1687.
77 Tickell letters, 20 Sept., 3 Oct. 1687; 7 Feb. 1688.
78 The Street Books record the initial purchases and subsequent sales in considerable detail. (D/Lons/W,
Whitehaven Town 59).
79 Tickell letters, 5 April 1686; 17 & 28 Feb. 1687/8.
80 Proved 4 May 1778 at Archdeaconry of Richmond, Lancashire R.O., Preston.
ß1 On 9 June 1702 the estate accounts record £7 7s. Od. paid to William Robe rtson, "his Bill for the
Tryall agst Danl Benn mason", but the nature of the dispute is not known. (CROC,
D/Lons/W/2/A22).
82 Whitehaven Street Books, CROC, D/Lons/W, Whn Town 59. On 13 August 1707 he also bought the
freehold of numbers 9 and 10 Marlborough Street, while Joseph Benn (perhaps a relation) bought the
next two plots (11 and 12) the next day. On 28 July 1708, Daniel sold no. 9 to Tim Nicholson and
no. 10 to John Wilkinson, probably after building houses. No. 11 was resold in November 1707 and
no. 12 in 1719.
83 (Street Books as n. 78). Sir James Lowther received from John Spedding the "Freehold Deed for Danl
Benn" on 1 Oct. 1743. CROC, D/Lons/W, letters 55.
84 CROC, D/Lons/W3/82, Buildings Account Book, 1701-48.
85 Built for James Lowther at 54 Lowther Street for the "use of his Collierys". CROC, D/Lons/W, Street
Books.
86 It was used for "paying off the Leaders and Workmen of the Collieries, till another Office was made at
the Court House . . . Then this was converted into a Dwelling House and Lett to William Kerr,
Gardner for 21 years from Pent[ecost] 1733 at £4 per Ann [um]". CROC, D/Lons/W, Street Books.
87 CROC, Q/11 /P, 1746, Easter, 53, 77.

93

Lons/W/Misc., Whitehaven
Harbour Trustees, minute books, 1709-67.

In 1679 the harbour floor was lowered to provide rubble to fill the interior of the new pier but the
excavation soon filled up again with silt. In 1693 the agent William Gilpin instigated a basin with
sluices to hold water from Pow beck to scour the harbour. B. Tyson, "Some Harbour Works in West
Cumberland before 1710", TAMS, 29 (1985), 181-4 and 197.
94
CROC, D/Lons/W2/1, Sir James Lowther's letters to John Spedding, 27 Apr., 18 May, 25 June, 24
Oct. 1751.
95 CROC, D/Lons/W, Estate Accounts, 1738-57, pp. 33, 127 and 1758-81, 145.
96
Ibid., 1738-57, 195.
97 D. P. Sewell, History Notes on St James's Church, Whitehaven (1972), 6-13.
98

99

CROC, D/Lons/W, estate accounts, 1738-57, 33.
B. Tyson, "An Architectural History of the Gaols and Cou rt Houses at Appleby", TAMS, 32 (1988),
114-7.
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CROC, PR/84/1. He was chapelwarden there in 1738, as was another Daniel Benn (probably his

father) in 1727.
101 The plans, all signed "Robt Adam Archt 1766", including some unexecuted work, are in CROC,
D/Lons/L/11/8. This suggests that J. V. Beckett in Coal & Tobacco (1981), 194, was mistaken in
stating that Sir William Chambers designed it.
102 CROC,
D/Lons/W/3/88. The first 77 pages list the wages of workmen, followed by 21 pages of costs
of carting materials to 1 March 1776, and then 10 pages of the main tradesmen's payments with a
final summary.
103 B. Tyson,
Aspects of the Management of Traditional Building Work in Cumbria, 1660-1840 (1995), Ph.D.
thesis, Oxford Brookes University.
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