A collection of Roman and later finds from Kirkby Thore, 1985-1988
By COLIN RICHARDSON, B.A., M.PHIL.

ART. V -

B

ETWEEN September 1985 and December 1988, a number of important finds
were recovered in the vicinity of Kirkby Thore Hall by various metal-detector
operators. Although the objects lack an archaeological context, they are nevertheless
an important addition to the site archive having originated from the area of the
Roman fort and settlement.
The site has been regularly visited by "unauthorised personnel" for some years
now, despite the constant vigilance of the then landowner, Mr B. Bosomworth of
Kirkby Thore Hall. The writer first became acquainted with the problem when a
collection of finds were brought into Tullie House Museum for identification in
March 1987 by the finder, Mr W. Caygill of Darlington. The bulk of these objects
were recovered between September 1985 and March 1987, and form Section A of
this article. Two additional items were found in 1988 (Section A, Nos. 20 and 21).
The objects were subsequently purchased by Tullie House Museum in June 1989,
with the assistance of a grant from the Victoria and Albert Museum Purchase Grant
Fund.
In view of the depredations from which the site has already suffered, it was
considered inadvisable to publish a finds location map. The precise findspots for the
objects in both sections are marked on maps held in a restricted access file in Tullie
House Museum. The finds are described in the order in which they are listed in the
Museum Entry Form and are accessioned under 1990-7.1/.18.
In December 1988, a further collection of surface finds were brought into Tullie
House Museum by Mr B. Bosomworth (Accession No 1995-189.1/.15). These were
found by a Mr T. Seaton using a metal-detector in the fields surrounding Kirkby
Thore Hall, and comprise Section B of this paper. While it would appear that the
majority of this second batch of finds are from the Kirkby Thore site, subsequent
inquiries indicated that at least three objects (Nos. 24, 25 and 27) may be from
Crackenthorpe. 1

Catalogue

Section A
1. (1990-7.1) A copper-alloy bust with a prominent crested or plumed helmet of
Corinthian type (Fig. 1), the individual feathers being defined by finely incised lines.
The headpiece is extremely elaborate with a human face at the front and a winged
creature (sphinx?) supporting the crest. The facial features are fairly well preserved
although the detail on the shoulder apparel is corroded and it is difficult to
determine whether it is a tunic or a military cuirass.
The image is probably the goddess Minerva, but a youthful Mars cannot be ruled
out and there are fairly close parallels for both from Britain with many more
Continental examples.'
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A bronze Minerva from Bruton, Somerset,' is comparable, as is a nude Mars
wearing similar headgear from the same site.' Minerva representations of almost
identical style to Kirkby Thore are widespread on the Continent with fine examples
from Austria, Belgium, Germany and Switzerland.' The youthful image and helmet
design of the Kirkby Thore bust is also displayed by figures of Mars from Germany,'
and Belgium.'
There is a short projecting spigot which indicates the method of attachment either
to a plinth or item of furniture. Overall height of bust 61.5 mm.
2. (1990-7.2) A copper-alloy bust of Mithraic appearance wearing a high
"gnome-like" Phrygian hat (Fig. 1). It is quite possible that this is a representation of
Mithras or one of the companions, Cautes or Cautopates, and if so, is a rare find.
However, the Phrygian style cap is worn also by other Oriental deities, including
Attis, and "identification is problematic".'
A jet plaque depicting Attis wearing a similar cap to the Kirkby Thore piece
comes from Castle Hill, Whitton. 9 A number of Continental bronzes are stylistically
close, including the figure of Cautes from Bingerbruck 10 and the youthful Attis from
Nijmegen."
While surface corrosion has removed some of the finer facial detail, sufficient
remains to indicate a work of good quality. The face is framed by rows of curls
which peep out from below the cap. Part of a tunic or neck decoration can be seen.
Dimensions: Height 36 mm; Max.W. across head 17 mm; Max. T. 10.8 mm; Max.
W. across the shoulders 18.5 mm.
3. (1990-7.3) Circular copper-alloy seal-box complete with lid (Fig. 1) . The latter
is decorated with a complex design in millifiori, consisting of an inner ring
surrounded by an outer ring of twelve wedge-shaped panels. Three panels are plain
white, six are a chequerboard pattern in bright grass green, and three are black with
spoked foliage radiating outwards from a central blue dot. The inner ring is a dirtywhite colour with an off-centre blue dot, the whole surrounded by a blue-black ring
which separates the inner from the outer ring.
There are three holes in the base with two rectangular-shaped holes diametrically
opposed in the sides to enable the cord to pass through the box. The lid is hinged
and is complete with an iron hinge-pin. Diameter 18 mm; Max. T. 8 mm.
The seal-box dates from the late 2nd — early 3rd century AD, and an example
from Coventina's Well is very similar."
4. (1990-7.4) An oval-shaped lead sealing with lettering in relief on both faces.
The obverse shows a sinuous palm branch above which are the letters: LEGV [...],
while the reverse reads: OPTA/TID. Leg(ionis) V [I] / Opta/tiD(. . .) (centuria).
The surface patination varies in colour between dirty-grey and pale brown.
Dimensions: 23.5 x 17.5 mm; Max. T. 5.3 mm. (not illustrated).
This sealing of the VI Legion has been published and its significance discussed by
Dr R. S. O. Tomlin.» It is of particular interest to note that the reverse is almost
identical to another sealing from Kirkby Thore, thought to be lost, but presented to
Tullie House Museum in 1990 (Acc. No. 1991-26.1). 14
5. (1990-7.5a) Silver finger-ring with some surface decoration and dating from
the late third or even fourth century (Plate 1).
The hoop is rectangular in section and the original circular form is now distorted.
The ends of the hoop have been joined with a lap-joint and can be clearly seen in
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section. Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 19.5 x
19 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 17.5 x 16 mm; Max.
W of hoop 5.2 mm.
The ring is interesting for the device it
displays at the point where the hoop expands to
its maximum width. There is a single incised
PLATE 1. Silver finger-ring with
quatrefoil cross with what appears to be a fifth
incised cross design.
stroke running vertically close to the point of
intersection. This has produced a chi-rho type of symbol which Dr Martin Henig
initially suggested may be an incomplete attempt at a chi-rho monogram. 15 The
vertical slash could be a rho without the loop. Complete examples of the monogram
on finger-rings are illustrated by Frere and Tomlin. 16
The ring was subjected to further examination under a high magnification
microscope and the result would appear to rule out a chi-rho symbol. The fifth
stroke is not a single incised line, but a loop or U-shape with the cross superimposed
cutting through the open end of the loop. What was previously considered to be a
continuation of the fifth stroke into the opposite quadrant can be seen as merely two
surface scratch marks and are not part of the device.
The remaining surface design is simple and comprises two sets of paired incised
lines on one side of the cross and a single set on the other. While it is possible that a
second set was cut to balance up the design, no trace remains on the surface.
The cross symbol does not necessarily indicate a Christian association and four,
five or six stroke designs can be found on stone and pottery as well as appearing on
metal rings." Were the Kirkby Thore ring to be interpreted as a five stroke symbol,
it could be compared with a tombstone from Sea Mills, Bristol,' or a mark within a
square scratched on a black burnished-ware sherd from Dorchester. 19 However, the
microscope examination would suggest a four stroke quatrefoil cross of the type
found on rings from Richborough, 20 St. Albans,' and Great Bedwyn. 22 Two rings
from South Shields possess incised crosses of simple "slash" type, 23 and are not
exactly comparable.
6. (1990-7.5b) An undecorated gold finger-ring with the outer surface displaying
a series of irregular facets or "flats". The overall shape is slightly distorted but was
probably circular originally. Dimensions: the width of the ring band varies from 2.53 mm; Max. Ext. Diam. 19 x 17.5 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 17.5 x 16 mm.
A number of close parallels exist for this faceted type of ring manufactured in
various metals and ranging in date from second to fourth century AD. These include
three rings from Verulamium (gold, silver, bronze), 24 Corbridge (silver)," and
Colchester (white-metal) 26 (not illustrated).
7. (1990-7.6) A copper-alloy animal leg with four-toed zoomorphic (lion or
griffin?) foot termination (Fig. 1). The upper part of the inner surface is concave
where the leg has been attached to a convex surface. There are faint traces of
decoration at the top of the leg. Dimensions: Max. L. 48 mm; L. of inner surface 19
mm; Max. W. at the leg top 12 mm.
The leg is probably from a vessel or container rather than having a purely
decorative use as in the carved shale example from Colliton Park, Dorchester. 27
There is a wide range of domestic and ritual vessels and caskets which possess
functional legs, and it is not possible to identify the parent vessel apart from
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suggesting a round-bottomed type. It is also worth pointing out that similar legs are
found on tripod candelabras.
The leg is probably Roman period but a Medieval date cannot be overlooked.
This style of leg can be seen on a tripod-stand from Caerleon, 28 while a wide range
of vessel legs with zoomorphic foot decoration from Switzerland are illustrated by
Annemarie Kaufmann-Heinimann. 29
8. (1990-7.7) A copper-alloy S-shaped square-sectioned bar terminating in a
probable swan's head (Fig. 1). Although heavily corroded, the head detail is still
discernible with a slightly upturned beak and a pair of incised circular eyes with dots
to mark the pupils. The form of the head and the graceful sinuous neck suggests a
swan rather than a duck. Max. L. 43 mm; Max. T. of bar 7 mm.
The function of the object is uncertain but the date is almost certainly Roman
rather than Medieval. The hook-like shape suggests various uses: a steelyard hook; a
pot-hanger; one end of a drawer handle or other furniture attachment. It is probably
not a utensil handle such as the ladle handle from Blackfriars Street, Carlisle. 30 The
latter bar terminates in an animal head which has been identified as "probably a
dolphin", but it may be a swan with outstretched neck (see the ladle handle from
Nijmegen)."
The naturalistic style can be paralleled locally at Brough-under-Stainmore, where
the object is described as a "duck" and probably an "attachment". 32 The slightly
upturned beak is present on two plate brooches from Verulamium identified as
"ducks." 33 A fine swan with complete body, outstretched wings and sinuous neck,
was found at Augst, Switzerland, 34 and another Swiss example is illustrated by
Leibundgut. 35
9. (1990-7.8) Two lumps of bronze casting waste fused together. Length 34 mm.
(not illustrated)
10. (1990-7.9) Circular shaped copper-alloy hollowcast mount or stud with the
worn image of a human face on the front surface (Fig. 1) .
The facial features are in the Celtic tradition and there is a regular pattern of
incised hatched triangles around the rim representing stylised hair. The form of this
hairstyle may indicate a female head. The lead filling is a dirty grey-white in colour
and is partially penetrated by a circular hole where the missing attachment shank
was located.
Although the surface detail is worn, sufficient remains to reveal almond-shaped
eyes, a nose outline which gradually expands towards the nostrils, and a straight slit
mouth. Max. Ht. (crown to chin) 27 mm; Max. W. 27 mm; Max. T. at rim 12 mm.
Hollow metal masks or studs displaying human features are not uncommon finds
from British and Continental sites, but as with their living counterparts, it is often
difficult to locate two with identical features in every respect. The primitive style
exhibited by the present example has more in common with stone, wood and pottery
heads than representations in metal. The basic features occur on stone heads from
Shipley, Yorkshire, 36 Cortynan, Armagh," Laugharne, Carmarthen," and a series of
cult heads from Le Temple de la Foret d' Halatte, Senlis, Oise. 39
The same primitive style albeit slightly more sophisticated, can be seen on a
bronze mask from Coventina's Well, Northumberland, 40 and a bronze mount from
South Shields. 41 The latter displays a similar nose, slit mouth and pattern of stylised
hair as the Kirkby Thore head.
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Bronze mounts depicting a human face in an advanced "native" style of 1st
century date, were found at Welwyn, Hertfordshire, 42 and North Grimston,
Yorkshire .43
Bronze masks in classical style representing deities or personal portraits are
common enough with fine examples from Coventina's Well, 44 and Verulamium. 45
A wide range of functions has been suggested for these detached humanoid
pieces: religious/votive offerings; figurine heads; vessel or furniture decorations; and
studs/mounts for attachment to leather belts/straps on personal dress or horse
harness equipment. The Kirkby Thore piece is almost certainly a mount or stud and
a 1st or 2nd century date appears reasonable.
11. (1990-7.10) An elaborate cameo ear-ring (Plate 2) considered initially to be
of Roman period date but subsequent research indicating a Renaissance jewel dating
to c. 1600 AD. 46
There are, however, a number of unresolved problems associated with this piece.
Analysis of the cameo material, coloured insets and mount metal has still to be
undertaken, and while the mount is of Renaissance date the cameo may well be a reused Roman one.
The oval-shaped figured cameo is set within an openwork gold or gilt mount of
delicate foliate scrolls and flower heads. There are a number of varied-shaped insets
containing blue, green and white inlays of enamel and glass. At least three of the
latter may be low quality emeralds. On the reverse there is an oval-shaped hollow
containing punched holes which presumably held a second cameo or enamel. There
is a strong possibility that enamel was used since holes functioned as a method of
"keying" to secure the enamel in position.
The cameo has been cut and engraved and while white originally, it is now a pale
brown in colour with a finely cracked surface suggesting it may have been subjected
to heat at some time. Were the cameo to be of Roman origin, the figure walking left
has been tentatively identified by Martin Henig as Dionysus or a Satyr symbolising
prosperity. 47
There are three prominent circular green insets on the cameo face and three blue
insets on the reverse, one with a gold dot in the centre. Three small ring and loop
attachments are all that remain of the pendant jewels which were once suspended
from the main mount. For complete examples of the type although far more
elaborate and of higher quality, see Evans, 48 and the Victoria & Albert Museum
Exhibition Catalogue, 1980-81. 49 Dimensions: Max. L. 23.5 mm; Max. W. 17.5
mm; cameo size 8 x 6 mm.
12. (1990-7.11) The helmet and plumed crest only (Fig. 2) from a copper-alloy
figurine or bust of similar type to 1990 — 7.1. Surface corrosion has removed much
of the finer detail although incised lines remain on one side of the crest to indicate
feathering.
Although insufficient has survived to positively identify the figure, the helmet style
suggests a representation of Minerva or Mars. Dimensions: 45 x 21 mm
13. (1990-7.12) Part only of the lower bow and disc foot-knob of what is
probably a trumpet brooch in copper-alloy. The foot is decorated with a triple
moulding and is identical to examples from South Shields, 50 Blackfriars St, Carlisle,'
Verulamium 52 and East Anglia.' 2nd century AD. Length of surviving fragment 18.8
mm (not illustrated).
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FIG 2. Copper-alloy objects from Kirkby Thore (Scale 1:1)
12. Helmet and plumed crest from a figurine or bust.
14. Lunate pendant or mount with knobbed terminals.

14. (1990-7.13) A copper-alloy lunate shaped pendant or mount (Fig. 2) with a
hollow back and small knobbed terminals which are fused together forming a closed
loop. There is a broken suspension loop at the top. Through the surface corrosion
there are traces of a design formed by short incised parallel lines, two of which are
more deeply cut than the rest. Max. Ext. dimensions 24.5 x 22 mm.
Lunulae are fairly common finds from both Roman military and civilian contexts
in Britain and on the Continent. They were worn as personal ornaments by both
men and women and became extremely popular with the soldiery who wore them as
neck ornaments, or attached them to belts, straps or harness equipment. They were
also worn as forehead ornaments and as pendants on bracelets and ear-rings.
The moon symbol has a long history in the Mediterranean lands and was
originally associated with women as a fertility or good luck symbol. By the first and
second century AD in the Roman Empire, lunulae had gained widespread popularity
with the male population. For a useful discussion of their history and the wide range
of types recorded from the Netherlands, see Zadoks-Josephus Jitta and Witteveen. 54
The fused terminals on the Kirkby Thore mount can be closely paralleled at a
number of sites, including Newstead, 55 Blackfriars St, Carlisle," and Richborough. 5 '
Fused knobs can be seen on some of the Roman bronze lunulae from the
Netherlands. 58
15. (1990-7.14) Three Roman denarii (Vespasian, Hadrian, Faustina I) were
recovered at different locations and these have been previously published in these
Transactions by Dr D. Shotter. 59
16. (1990-7.15a) Silver penny of Edward III (AD 1327-77). Pre-Treaty series
dated c.1351-2. London mint. Edge fragment missing. 60
17. (1990-7.15b) Silver penny of Henry V (AD 1413-22) . Probably Class G.
York mint. One third missing.
18. (1990-7.16a) Silver sixpence of James I (AD 1603-25). Both faces are badly
worn and the detail virtually illegible.
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19. (1990-7.16b) An unidentifiable silver coin but probably late 16th-early 17th
century AD. Diameter 20.5 mm.

The following two objects were brought into THM on the 28th December
1988.

20. (1990-7.17) Silver half-groat of Elizabeth I (AD 1558-1603). Without rose or
date. London mint. Condition: Fair.
21. (1990-7.18) An elongated tang-shaped copper-alloy strip with one end bent
back on itself. Both surfaces carry an elaborate incised dot-and-circle pattern
associated with a lozenge design and triangles. This decoration is identical on both
faces and the largest of the triangles is bounded by a "wave" pattern in relief on the
inner surface and incised on the outer surface. The pointed end of the strip is thick
in cross-section but thins rapidly as it approaches the broader end carrying the
design.
Dimensions: original length when straight 163 mm; Max. W. at broad end 30
mm; Max.W. at narrow end 4.5 mm; Max. T. 4 mm.
The function of this object is unclear. It could be interpreted as a vessel handle
although there is no indication of how it could be attached. The metal has been
deliberately bent in antiquity with sufficient force to crack it, strongly suggesting a
piece of scrap destined for re-cycling. The dot-and-circle design has a long ancestry
and is not sufficiently diagnostic for dating purposes. Roman or Medieval period
(not illustrated) .

Section B

22. (1995-189.1) A flat copper-alloy strip in the form of an "arrow" (Fig. 3) with
brightly coloured enamel decoration in blue, yellow, green and red. The intricate
enamelled design reflects the "arrow" outline and it is possibly intended to be
zoomorphic. Max. L. 48 mm; Max. W. 17 mm; Max. T. 3.5 mm.
The function and date of the item is uncertain although the corroded curved end
bearing a cruciform design may hold the remains of an iron rivet. This would
suggest a decorative leather mount or a strap-end. The only object located to date
which approaches the arrow-shaped form is a 14th century mount from Billingsgate,
London. However, a Roman or even Anglian period date cannot be discounted.
23. (1995-189.2) A copper-alloy boss-shaped circular mount with encircling
flange pierced in two places for attachment. The flange is slightly distorted at one
point. The decoration consists of a heavy foliage pattern in relief on the curved
surface and extending onto the flange. The surface colour varies between dark-green
and a rusty brown.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 60 mm; Max. W. of flange 8 mm; perforation diam.
5 mm; overall depth from boss tip to rear plate 18 mm.
Dating is uncertain but the object is probably an item of 18th or 19th century
harness decoration (not illustrated).
'
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24. (1995-189.3) Circular copper-alloy decorative stud or mount with hollow
back and the remains of an attachment spigot in situ. There is an attractive relief
design on the curved surface in the form of an opened flower head with the stigma
represented by a solid pear shape in the centre. The disc edge has suffered slight
damage at one point. Dimensions: Max. Diam. 31 mm; Max. T. 7 mm. The object
is almost certainly post-Medieval and is probably an item of harness decoration (not
illustrated) .
25. (1995-189.4) Fragment only of a slightly curved metal decorative openwork
mount with silvered or tinned surface. The main design running through the centre
of the piece consists of raised oval panels enclosed by pellets. A pelleted design also
follows the edge line of the mount. Dimensions: Max. L. 39 mm; Max. W. 16 mm;
Max. T. 4.5 mm. Period uncertain. Post-Medieval(?) (not illustrated).
26. (1995-189.5) Circular metal mount or stud with hollow back and with the
remains of an attachment shank or spigot in the centre. The metal requires analysis
but appears to be silvered on the curved surface. The latter is decorated with a single
groove running around the edge and two concentric grooves occupying the midpoint space. The centre has a single punched dot encircled by two faint parallel
lines. Dimensions: Max. Diam. 27.5 mm; Max. T. including spigot 9 mm. Period
uncertain. Post-Medieval(?) (not illustrated).
27. (1995-189.6) Hollow metal disc similar in shape to No. 26 but lacking any
method of attachment to indicate use as a button or mount. Macroscopic
examination suggests a copper-alloy with silvered surface decorated with three
equidistant incised grooves. The ground between the middle and outer grooves is
decorated with finely incised cross-hatching. Dimensions: Max. Diam. 19 mm; Max.
T. 4.5 mm. Period and use uncertain but probably of relatively recent date (not
illustrated) .
28. (1995-189.7) A shield-shaped lead weight (Fig. 3) perforated for suspension
with three lions passant — the Arms of England — in relief on the front face. The
reverse is flat and undecorated. The surface is heavily patinated and the perforation
is of hour-glass form. There is an ancient gouge mark on the front surface which has
cut deeply into the lower lion, while a more recent score mark has damaged the
middle and upper lions. Dimensions: Max. L. 55.5 mm; Max. W. 41 mm; Max. T.
14.5 mm. Weight: 200 grams.
This weight is almost identical to a specimen from Keswickó 2 in design,
dimensions and weight, and can be dated to the period before 1340.
29. (1995-189.8) Cone-shaped lead weight or plumb-bob (Fig. 3) cylindrically
drilled for suspension at the narrow end. The base is flat and roughly circular with
an off-centre indentation which is probably a casting flaw. The surface is pitted and
slightly patinated. Dimensions: Max. L. 31.5 mm; Max. base diam. 19 mm; Weight:
50 grams.
This is potentially one of the most important of the metal-detector finds. A
perforated lead object of almost identical shape, dimensions and weight, was
recovered from a Saxon context at St Paul's Monastery, Jarrow. 63 In view of the
general lack of post-Roman evidence from Kirkby Thore, apart from relatively
recent finds, this lead weight is a very important addition to the site archive.
30. (1995-189.9) Lead spindle-whorl with decorated surface and a central
circular perforation cylindrically drilled (Fig. 3). The dorsal surface carries a relief
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design consisting of four circular dots asymmetrically arranged and enclosed within
a single line border of irregular shape. The ventral surface is flat and undecorated.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 28 mm; Max. T. 9 mm; surface diam. of perforation
10 mm. Weight: 38 grams.
The raised border or rib encompassing a design can be found on lead whorls from
the Roman period onwards. An undated example from Appleby, Cumbria, possesses
a four-sided scalloped rib but lacks the dot design (Tullie House Museum, 131916). Roman or Medieval in date, possibly the latter.
31. (1995-189.10) Lead spindle-whorl of bi-conical cross-section with decoration
on both faces. Weathering or chemical action has affected the design but sufficient
detail remains to show a spoked or toothed wheel on one face encircling the central
perforation. The ten "spokes" are short and rounded at the ends and do not
constitute full radiating ribs of the type seen on other whorls.
The opposite face carries four equally spaced raised dots. The perforation has
been cylindrically bored through. Corrosion and wear has distorted the original
circular outline. Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 27.5 mm; Max. T. 9.5 mm; surface
diam. of perforation 9 mm. Weight: 25 grams. Probably Medieval in date (not
illustrated) .
32. (1995-189.11) Flat lead disc, undecorated with perforation drilled off-centre.
A thick grey-white patination covers the surface. Probably a whorl although the
position of the hole would give an unbalanced flywheel action. Dimensions: Max.
Ext. Diam. 25.5 mm; Max. T. 5.5 mm; surface diam. of perforation 9 mm. Weight:
18 grams. Dating uncertain. Medieval (?) (not illustrated).
33. (1995-189.12) A very thin flat lead disc with central perforation. The surfaces
are undecorated and are weathered to a dirty white colour. The object is probably a
whorl despite being so thin. Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 26 mm; Max. T. 4 mm;
perforation diam. 9 mm. Weight: 10 grams. Dating uncertain (not illustrated).
34. (1995-189.13) Flat lead disc with a roughly incised cross on one face. The
reverse face exhibits lines and depressions which do not appear to form a design but
are more likely to be casting flaws. Both surfaces are weathered to a pale blue-grey.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 24 mm; Max. T. 3.5 mm. Weight: 10 grams.
The cross symbol is not necessarily of any Christian significance and the object
may simply be a marked gaming counter. Period uncertain (not illustrated).
35. (1995-189-14) Heavy rectangular-shaped lead block with a centrally
positioned circular lead rivet or projecting spigot which penetrates the whole block.
The latter has been burred over at the end in order to hold in place a "sandwich" of
organic material between two corroded metal plates. Macroscopic examination
indicates the material to be textile. Dimensions: Max. L. 59 mm; Max. W. 49 mm;
Max. T. 12.5 mm; diam. of lead spigot measured on block surface 20 mm; Max.
Diam. of spigot at hammered end 22 mm; length of spigot 8 mm. Precise function
and date unknown (not illustrated) .
36. (1995-189.15) Large lead container, possibly a boiler base of Roman period
date (Plate 3). This interesting object was found at a depth of some 80 cms below
the modern ground surface on the 19 December 1988. 64
The overall shape is roughly circular with a raised edge and flat base. It has been
made from one sheet of lead, extremely thick and in good condition with the surface
colour grey-white. A line of perforations set about 15 mm below the rim runs
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Large circular lead container tentatively identified as a Roman boiler base.

around the sides with an average spacing between hole centres of 40-50 mm. The
holes have been bored through from the outside with a square-sectioned tool or bar
and average 8 mm square.
The remains of a "pitch-like" substance was adhering to the inner surfaces when
the object was first found. This material is still awaiting laboratory analysis. There
are no signs of intentional markings or graffito on the visible surfaces or on the base.
Dimensions: Max. ext. diam. 755 mm; max. in diam. 720 mm; max. base
thickness 20 mm; average side thickness 20 mm; max. side height 120 mm
(measured externally); min. side height 60 mm (measured internally).
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