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Figure 37 - PAR - Parallel plan farmsteads 
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Figure 38 - Row - Farmsteads with working buildings arranged in a single row. 
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6.7  Farmstead Size 

NCA 
<25m 

Across 

26-50m 

Across 

51-75m 

Across 

76-100m 

Across 

>100m 

Across 

CENTRAL LINCOLNSHIRE VALE 
12.23% 62.53% 20.02% 4.19% 1.03% 

143 731 234 49 12 

HUMBER ESTUARY 
4.00% 70.00% 24.00% 1.00% 1.00% 

4 70 24 1 1 

HUMBERHEAD LEVELS 
6.26% 65.05% 22.22% 4.65% 1.82% 

31 322 110 23 9 

KESTEVEN UPLANDS 
4.42% 58.92% 28.48% 6.06% 2.13% 

27 360 174 37 13 

LINCOLNSHIRE COAST AND MARSHES 
17.27% 60.80% 17.73% 3.48% 0.72% 

263 926 270 53 11 

LINCOLNSHIRE WOLDS 
8.06% 50.29% 31.19% 7.36% 3.11% 

70 437 271 64 27 

NORTHERN LINCOLNSHIRE EDGE WITH 

COVERSANDS 

4.04% 51.23% 30.53% 10.35% 3.86% 

23 292 174 59 22 

SOUTHERN LINCOLNSHIRE EDGE 
7.46% 47.95% 33.49% 8.07% 3.04% 

49 315 220 53 20 

THE FENS 
21.48% 62.58% 13.72% 1.86% 0.37% 

764 2226 488 66 13 

TRENT AND BELVOIR VALES 
9.95% 57.57% 27.09% 4.66% 0.74% 

94 544 256 44 7 

GREATER LINCOLNSHIRE 
13.99% 59.29% 21.16% 4.28% 1.29% 

1468 6223 2221 449 135 

 

Farmstead size is potentially a proxy measurement for the overall scale of farming 

undertaken in a character area. A great many small farmsteads is potentially indicative of a 

varied and densely populated farming landscape with easily exploited and profitable land. By 

contrast larger farmsteads indicate the investment of high levels of resources, even on an 

industrial scale.  

 There is a clear prevalence of smaller farmsteads in lowland fens and marshy areas, 

while areas of chalk and limestone plateaux are more likely to include farms that exceed 

100m in size. This is perhaps indicative of the varying levels of investment required in 

these distinct areas in order to make farming cost effective. In fens and marshland areas 

the naturally productive land made small scale farming a viable option. In more difficult 

areas, such as the wolds and the heaths, large investments were required to enable 

cultivation, with correspondingly larger farms being constructed in these areas. 

 There is also a correlation between farmstead size and the numbers of farmsteads in a 

given area. For example, the Fens has many farmsteads but they are of a smaller 

average size than those in the Wolds, where farmsteads are typically larger than the 

average. Larger farms are also more likely to include a greater number of outbuildings 

and tertiary plan form features such as covered yards. 
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Figure 39 - Farmsteads less than 25m across 
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Figure 40 - Farmstead complexes exceeding 100m 
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7 Conclusions 

7.1  Farmstead Survival 

The Greater Lincolnshire Farmsteads Mapping project has recorded 10,857 individual 

farmsteads from historic mapping dating from 1902. Of these, 7539 (69%) still exist in some 

form today. This represents a significant resource of historic buildings which contribute to 

the historic character of their surrounding landscapes. 

Conversely, the data shows that over 25% of historic farmsteads have been lost, either 

through demolition or through complete replacement of historic buildings. Although it is not 

possible to identify the condition of individual buildings using the farmstead survey 

methodology, it can be assumed that the rate of loss will continue as farming practices 

continue to change. 

The survival of Greater Lincolnshire’s farm buildings as an identifiable group of assets will 

depend on finding new uses for them that maintain their visual and functional contribution 

to the wider landscape, or on the sensitive redevelopment of sites with new buildings that 

reflect the aesthetic and historical character of their predecessors. 

7.2  The Contribution of the Project 

The project has provided a new evidence base for the extent and survival of traditional farm 

buildings across Greater Lincolnshire. The data will be used to enhance the Historic 

Environment Records of Lincolnshire, North Lincolnshire and North-East Lincolnshire, and 

will be publicly accessible and available through each of these repositories.  

The mapping data has been used to underpin recommendations and guidance for the re-use 

and redevelopment of farmsteads presented in the Greater Lincolnshire Farmsteads 

Guidance package. This will be used by both planners and developers to ensure that 

proposals for the reuse and redevelopment of historic farmsteads are governed by a joint 

approach.  

7.3  Broad Patterns 

Although farming has been a key part of Greater Lincolnshire’s economy throughout history, 

the project has demonstrated the overwhelmingly 19th century character of surviving 

farmsteads. Earlier farmsteads, as identified from listing descriptions, are relatively rare. 

However, it should be noted that many of the farmsteads identified form mapping as being 

of 19th century origin may date from earlier periods, and a programme of further research 

would be required before any definitive dating could be attempted. 

The data has also shown that Greater Lincolnshire’s farmsteads are overwhelmingly of the 

various courtyard types, especially regular planned courtyard farms reflecting 19th century 

agricultural reform. Loose courtyard types make up around a quarter of the dataset. The 

county has a smattering of less common types such as linear and L-plan farmsteads, 

especially in the Fens and the Coast and Marshes, reflecting the more dispersed medieval 

settlement patterns of these areas. 

Field Barns and outfarms are a small but significant element of the dataset, but by 

comparison to other areas that have been studied in the country there are many fewer of 

them in Greater Lincolnshire. It is not possible to advance an explanation for this based on 
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the mapping results, although there are clear differences between the champion landscapes 

of Greater Lincolnshire and the more dispersed settlement patterns of Wiltshire and Kent, 

where mapping projects have also been undertaken and where far higher numbers of 

outfarms have been recorded. It is possible that outfarms and field barns established before 

the 19th century agricultural expansion have been adapted and subsumed into later 

farmstead complexes. It is also possible that outfarms were not built in such numbers in 

Greater Lincolnshire as elsewhere, perhaps due to the fact that sheep and cattle were 

generally kept outdoors until the reforms of the mid to late 19th century. 

By far the greater part of the county’s historic farmsteads contain no listed buildings. 

Indeed, only 5.86% of farmsteads recorded by the project are associated with either a listed 

farmhouse or working building. Where buildings are listed, development will necessarily 

require input from local authority officers at an early stage. However, even where they are 

not formally designated, Greater Lincolnshire’s farmsteads are a key element of the 

character of its rural landscape and historic villages.  

7.4  Local Patterns 

The primary analysis of the mapping data has been undertaken with reference to the 

Natural England National Character Areas, enabling it to be shared and understood across a 

range of authorities and agencies who use the NCAs as a primary spatial background. The 

farmstead data has demonstrated the validity of the National Character Areas as a tool for 

understanding and differentiating landscape character. There are clear and understandable 

differences in the data for each area; 

 The farming landscapes of the Fens and the Coastal Marshes have clear similarities 

to each other, both in the prevalence of smaller farmsteads with footprints of less 

than 25m, and in the greater occurrence of dispersed, linear and L-plan farmstead 

types. 

 The plateau landscapes of the Wolds, the Northern and Southern Lincolnshire Edge 

and the Kesteven Uplands are likewise similar to each other in the prevalence of 

courtyard types, but have clear distinctions in the survival and location of historic 

farmsteads.  

Within the overall NCA framework, the data has been analysed against the results of the 

Lincolnshire HLC project. This analysis has revealed that; 

 Over 50% of farmsteads in the Fens are found in landscapes of modern fields, 

indicating extensive reorganisation of the rural landscape in the 20th century. This 

coincides with a much higher rate of farmstead loss in the Fens than in other parts 

of the county. 

 Farmsteads in the Wolds and the Northern Lincolnshire Edge are more likely to be 

found in areas of ancient enclosure than farmsteads elsewhere in the county. 

 By comparison to the county as a whole, farmsteads in the Central Lincolnshire Vale 

are more likely to be found in landscapes of planned enclosure, reflecting the 

improvement and enclosure of this area in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

 Farmsteads in the Kesteven Uplands, the Southern Lincolnshire Edge, the Trent and 

Belvoir Vales and the Humberhead Levels are all more likely to be found in historic 

settlements than farmsteads in other parts of the study area, and indeed in Greater 

Lincolnshire as a whole. 
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These analyses could be deepened and enhanced by undertaking further map based analysis 

on a more local level, especially by using tithe and enclosure award maps to understand the 

plan forms of farmsteads prior to 1900. 
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8 Research Questions 

Thematic Research - Farmsteads 

Houses Do the relative sizes of farmhouses indicate differing 

social structures and land ownership or tenancy patterns?  

Are the relationships between farmhouses and working 

buildings indicative of incremental development of earlier 

farmsteads or wholesale change and rebuilding? 

Does the aspect and orientation of the farmhouse indicate 

engagement with the wider landscape? How common is 

the re-orientation of existing farmhouses, and does this 

phenomenon relate to changing patterns of ownership 

and tenancy? 

Farmstead Types Can the development of different farmstead types be 

dated and plotted? For example, is there a progression 

from small scale linear and L-plan farmsteads through 

loose courtyards to more regular planned types? 

Are the many regular courtyard farmsteads in Greater 

Lincolnshire indicative of wholesale planning, or is it the 

case that they represent incremental development of 

older farmsteads to accommodate new techniques? 

How do the smaller farmsteads of coastal and fenland 

areas relate to larger farmsteads in higher or more inland 

areas? Is there a physical link between the two based on 

the seasonal movement of cattle between these areas, 

especially pre-dating enclosure? 

Buildings Is there potential to provide more accurate dates to the 

bulk of farmsteads that cannot be dated from the listing 

description? There are potentially many more 17th or 18th 

century examples hidden in the dataset. 

Can a chronology be established for the addition of 

different types of farm building (e.g. cartsheds) to 

developed farmsteads across the county? 

Field Barns and Outfarms Is there evidence for early use of outfarms and field barns 

for sheltering or shearing sheep and cattle, especially in 

the Wolds and on the Clifftop Heath? 

How do outfarms relate to different farmstead types? Is 

there a correlation between certain farmstead types or 

scales and associations with one or more outfarms? 

Thematic Research - Landscape 
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Farmsteads and Enclosure How do different farmstead types relate to different 

enclosure processes, both in terms of date and form?  

Is there a correlation between the establishment of 

certain types of farmstead and the landscape in which 

they sit? 

Can the Lincolnshire HLC project add to our understanding 

of the ways in which farmsteads have developed 

alongside the landscape, for example through the re-

organisation of piecemeal enclosure or through assarting? 

What are the prevailing characteristics of farmsteads in 

liminal areas, for example at the changeover between 

planned and ancient enclosure? 

Farmsteads and Settlement 

Pattern 

Is it possible to quantify the relationship between 

architectural/material aspects of farmsteads and their 

surrounding landscapes? 

Is it possible to establish an accurate chronology of the 

development of village farmsteads, and does this reveal 

information about the growth and change of villages over 

time? 

What was the contribution of village farmsteads to the 

farming economy of the nineteenth century? At what 

point did they begin to fall out of use? 

Farmsteads and Moated 

Sites/ Shrunken Settlement 

Greater Lincolnshire, and in particular the Wolds, has 

many deserted or shrunken medieval settlements. To 

what extent do farmsteads associated with these features 

derive from medieval settlement, and are they reflective 

of manorial or estate centres? 

Moated sites are particularly prevalent in the former 

marshlands along the coast. Is this indicative of a 

particular agricultural function, or were the sites moated 

to distinguish them from wider settlement patterns? 

Manorial and Estate Farms There are many farms which were ‘granges’ or medieval 

church held farms across Greater Lincolnshire. Is this 

influence reflected in the style or character of the farms 

today? 

Farmsteads on estates often display a unified palette of 

materials and common design elements, especially in the 

Wolds and the Kesteven Uplands. Are estate farmsteads in 

other areas, such as the Fens and the Coastal Marshes, 

equally well defined? 

To what extent do farmsteads that have fallen out of 
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Estate control still reflect the material and aesthetic 

character of their origins? Have new owners taken action 

to remove former links? 

 

Area-based research questions 

Humberhead Levels The Isle of Axholme Historic Landscape project provided a 

series of research questions which could now be 

addressed and updated using farmstead mapping data 

Smallholdings are at present under recognised providing 

an opportunity for greater research and identification. 

Surviving buildings may provide evidence for early 

brickmaking in the area through reuse in later buildings, 

including Dutch influence dating from early reclamation. 

An intensive study of farmsteads around Belton, Epworth 

and Haxey may reveal how they are linked to the historic 

open field farming practices of the area, and the ways in 

which they retain features that have been lost elsewhere. 

Humber Estuary Study of building materials, especially surviving Mud and 

Stud cottages, could reveal the chronology and location of 

farmstead settlement in the area 

Potential to study contrasting and related settlement 

patterns and development between the marshland and 

the adjacent Wolds 

Materials used in farmstead construction, particularly 

pantiles, could indicate the transition between the use of 

imported Dutch materials and locally produced examples 

Lincolnshire Coast and 

Marshes 

Although surviving mud and stud construction is 

apparently rare in the area, further research may identify 

new examples in refaced or altered farmsteads 

Research into the economic and agricultural connections 

with the neighbouring Wolds character area would 

illuminate the historic development of the grazing 

marshes and associated farm buildings 

Trent and Belvoir Vales To what extent did the historically more accessible 

transportation links of this area give rise to earlier 

enclosure of the former open fields for pasture and later 

for the conversion to mixed arable farming? Are 

farmstead buildings reflective of this pattern, for example 

in the early construction of cartsheds and granaries? 
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Does the historic farming landscape of the area 

demonstrate linkages to counties to the west of the Trent 

as well as to Greater Lincolnshire? Is there an identifiable 

zone of transition between farms that used markets 

outside the county and those that traded internally? 

Lincolnshire Wolds Identify the extent of former estate holdings and compare 

to the present day. This will help in understanding the 

trajectory of change in these key landscape elements. 

Identify and understand the material legacy of early sheep 

farming on the Wolds, and the ways in which it is legible 

within developed farmsteads. 

Are there any patterns identifiable in the layout and scale 

of farmsteads along the main drove roads to the Marshes 

and Fens? Are these farmsteads indicative of relationships 

between large wolds sheep farms and summer pastures in 

former wetland? 

Northern Lincolnshire Edge The former heathland along Ermine Street is divided and 

enclosed by a mixture of hedges and drystone walls. To 

what extent do the latter indicate more ancient patterns 

of enclosure associated with grazing patterns or estate 

ownership? Are historic farmsteads associated with these 

patterns? 

The patterns of settlement and enclosure of the heath 

identified by Roberts and Wrathmell indicate the possible 

presence of medieval specialist farms in areas of ancient 

enclosure. Are these potentially preserved in the 

continuation of settlement by 19th century isolated 

farmsteads? 

Southern Lincolnshire Edge The RCHME study of the area by Barnwell and Giles could 

provide a basis for more detailed recording projects of 

individual village farmsteads, for example at Helpringham. 

Many farmsteads in the area incorporate windmills. Are 

derelict windmills in residential areas indicative of former 

farmsteads that have since been lost? 

Kesteven Uplands Identification of farms constructed by major estates, with 

a view to establishing extents of historical estate 

influence.  
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Where the area meets the fens there is potential for 

identification of transitional landscape and building forms. 

Is there an identifiable pattern of materials used in this 

liminal zone, and if so is it indicative of status and 

ownership as well as the availability of materials? 

The Fens Develop an understanding of the extent and chronology of 

early post medieval sheep-farming, and the subsequent 

effects of cattle raising on the built heritage 

Prepare further research into the origins and extent of 

smallholdings from the 18th century onwards. Are historic 

smallholdings subsumed within the footprint of 

apparently later farmsteads? What proportion of the 

agricultural output of the Fens has been due to 

smallholdings at different stages of landscape 

development? 

Is there an identifiable tradition of estate farming in the 

Fens, and if so how does it relate to neighbouring areas 

such as the Wolds and the Kesteven Uplands? To what 

extent did large estates own or rent grazing land in the 

Fens, and how has this historic relationship affected the 

built heritage of both areas? 

Central Lincolnshire Vale The area has a notable proportion of outfarms with 

respect to the county as a whole. Is this reflective of pre-

enclosure and improvement pastoral farming, and if so, 

are former outfarms and field barns incorporated within 

apparently more recent post-enclosure farmsteads in the 

area? 

This character area is particularly associated with 

monastic complexes and associated granges. To what 

extent are ostensibly 19th century isolated farmsteads 

derived from more ancient farms associated with the 

religious orders of the area? 
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Appendix 1 – Farmstead Mapping Attributes 

The following table provides a full list of the attributes used in the Greater Lincolnshire 

Farmsteads Mapping project. These are derived in large part from the Historic England 

Farmsteads Mapping Handbook, although they were slightly altered to better fit the 

requirements of the project. 

PRN Unique No. Numeric sequence chosen to fit with any existing data set 

PRNs 

Site Name Modern Name   

(historic name) 

Modern farm name with historic name (if different) recorded in 

brackets 

Classification 

Primary 

Attribute 

FARMSTEAD  

OUTFARM 

 

Farmstead with house 

Outfarm or field barn 

 

Date_Cent  Earliest century date based on presence of listed building or 

map evidence 

(Codes as per Date_HM below) 

Date_HM 

(Date of House 

based on 

presence of 

dated building 

or Map 

evidence) 

MED 

C17 

C18 

C19L 

C19 

Pre 1600 

17th century 

18th century 

19th century (based on presence of a listed building dated to 19th 

century)  

19th century (based on presence on historic map) 

Date_WB 

(Date of 

Working 

Building based 

on presence of 

dated building) 

MED 

C17 

C18 

C19L 

 

Pre 1600 

17th century 

18th century 

19th century (based on presence of a listed building dated to 19th 

century)  

 

Plan Type  Combination of Primary and Secondary Plan Attributes e.g. LC3; 

RCe etc. (see below) 

Plan Type 

Primary 

Attribute  

 

DISP 

LC 

LIN 

LP 

Dispersed 

Loose Courtyard 

Linear 

L-plan (attached house) 
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PAR 

RC 

ROW 

UNC 

Parallel 

Regular Courtyard 

Row Plan 

Uncertain 

Plan Type 

Secondary 

Attribute 

1, 2, 3, 4 

L3 or L4 

 

 

L 

u 

e 

f 

h 

t 

z 

cl 

dw  

my 

cov 

d 

y 

No. of sides to loose courtyard formed by working agricultural 

buildings 

Yard with an L-plan range plus detached buildings to the third 

and/or fourth side of the yard (may be used with LC or RC 

dependent on overall character) 

Regular Courtyard L-plan (detached house) 

Regular Courtyard U-plan 

Regular Courtyard E-plan 

Regular Courtyard F-plan 

Regular Courtyard H-plan  

Regular Courtyard T-plan  

Regular Courtyard Z-plan 

Cluster (Used with DISP)  

Driftway (Used with DISP)  

Multi-yard  (Used with DISP or RC) 

Covered yard forms an element of farmstead 

Additional detached elements to main plan 

Presence of small second yard with one main yard evident 

Tertiary 

Attribute 

 Codes as per Secondary Attribute table e.g. cov or combination 

of Primary and Secondary Attributes e.g RCL notes presence of a 

prominent Regular L-plan within a dispersed multi-yard group 

(DISPmy) 

Farmhouse 

Position 

ATT 

LONG 

GAB 

DET 

UNC 

Attached to agricultural range 

Detached, side on to yard 

Detached, gable on to yard 

Farmhouse set away from yard 

Uncertain (cannot identify which is farmhouse) 

Location 

Primary 

VILL Village location 
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Attribute HAM 

FC 

ISO 

PARK 

SMV 

CM 

URB 

Hamlet  

Loose farmstead cluster 

Isolated position 

Located within a park 

Shrunken village site 

Church and Manor Farm group (or other high status farmstead) 

Urban 

Survival EXT 

ALT 

ALTS 

DEM 

HOUS 

LOST 

Extant – no apparent alteration 

Partial Loss – less than 50% change 

Significant Loss – more than 50% alteration 

Farmstead survives but complete alteration to plan 

Farmhouse only survives 

Farmstead/Outfarm totally demolished 

Sheds SITE 

 

SIDE 

Large modern sheds on site of historic farmstead – may have 

destroyed historic buildings or may obscure them 

Large modern sheds to side of historic farmstead – suggests 

farmstead probably still in agricultural use 

Confidence H 

M 

L 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Notes  Free text field to add notes relating to the character or 

identification of a record 
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Appendix 2 – Farmstead Mapping Database Structure 

The database structure was designed with reference to the structure provided in the Project 
Brief and the required data standards for Lincolnshire HER. The HERs for both North and 
North-East Lincolnshire indicated that they will not require any data over and above the 
extra information requested by Lincolnshire County Council HER. 
 

Field Name Description 

PRN Numeric sequence chosen to fit with any existing data set PRNs. This 

field acts as the Unique Identification Number for individual records and 

map objects within the Farmsteads project. It should not be confused 

with the PRNs used for monument records by the three Local Authority 

HERs. 

Site Name Modern farm name with historic name (if different) recorded in 

brackets. Some basic location data has been added in this field at the 

request of LCC HER, e.g. “Grange Farm, Pointon”. 

Parish Indicates the civil parish in which the farm complex is located 

Authority Indicates the district or unitary authority area in which the farmstead is 

located 

Classification  
Primary 
Attribute  

Indicates the type of farm complex under consideration. 

Date_Cent  Earliest century date based on presence of listed building or map 

evidence 

Date_HM  Date of House based on presence of dated building or Map evidence 

Date_WB  Date of Working Building based on presence of dated building 

Date_End Latest visible date if the building is no longer extant. This field will allow 

a “Date-To” entry to be provided for the creation of an HER monument 

record  

Plan Type  

 

Combination of Primary and Secondary Plan Attributes 

Farmstead 

Size 

Size of farmstead indicated by a diagonal measurement across the 

complex. 

Plan Type  

Primary 

Attribute  

Indicates the overall plan form of the farm complex 

Plan Type  

Secondary 

Attribute  

Indicates subsidiary attributes of the plan form of the farm complex 
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Tertiary 

Attribute  

Indicates further subsidiary attributes based on code combinations from 

Primary and Secondary Attributes 

Farmhouse 

Position  

Indicates the position of the farmhouse within the overall farm complex 

Location  
Primary 
Attribute 

Describes the location of the farm complex (e.g. Village, Isolated etc.) 

Survival  Indicates the extent to which the farm identified from OS 2nd Edition 

map survives to the present day. 

Sheds  Describes the position of large modern sheds with respect to the historic 

farm complex 

Monument 

Type 

This field will be completed according to the Inscription Monument Type 

list, as requested by Lincolnshire HER. 

Monument 

Description 

This field provides a descriptive entry suitable for inclusion in the new 

monument records that will be produced from this dataset.  

Confidence  Indicates the level of confidence in the record 

Positional 

accuracy  

Free text to note this: (eg “Approximate – based on 2nd edition OS”) 

Notes  Free text field to add notes relating to the character or identification of a 

record 

 

HER 

Monument 

UID  

Where a farmstead complex is already recorded by one of the HER 

offices, its UID is recorded here. 

Date of Visit Date field showing the date on which a farmstead was visited by project 

staff as part of the programme of field visits. 

Site Visit 

Notes 

A free text field containing observations and extra information recorded 

as part of site visits. This information will be entered into the county and 

UA HER monument records created for those farmsteads visited as part 

of the programme of field visits. 

 

 

 


