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GLOSSARY

Smelting Works-the smelting mill utilised, a hearth blown with water powered bellows, somewhat
similar to a small blacksmith's hearth. It was in use from about 1580 to 1780 in Derbyshire.
Its replacement was the cupola furnace, a coal fired reverberatory, for which water power-is not
required. The smelting works was subsequent to its introduction c.1735, often known as the
Cupola, The slag mill was used to resmelt the slag produced by both types of furnaces. In later
years it was often an old smelting mill hearth built up to form a small shaff furnace, blown by water
powered bellows.

Weights and Measures-Lead ore was measured by the dish, a wooden box of about 15 pints
capacity. The dish varied from liberty to liberty (see below), but held between 60 lb. to 70 lb. of
ore. Nine dishes made a /oad.

Lead was measured by the piece, weighing as close to l76L lb. as possible. Two pieces made one
pig, arrd eight pigs made one fodder or fother. The local fodder, known as a 'mill fodder', thus
weighed 28201b., but various fodders were used outside Derbyshire. (See note 102) Consignments
were made by the piece, prices by the appropriate fodder quoted.

Administration of mining laws and customs-was controlled by the Barmoo, Court and its
officer, the Barmaster, in most mining areas (usually, but not invariably based on parish units)
or mining liberties. Each and ewery miner and ore buyer owed suit to the court, anil if they did
not_ attend, as the smelters rarely did, then they were fined or amerced. Duties on mining
included lot, cope and tythe. Lot and tythe were usually taken in kind, cope as a fixed payment
of 4d. or 6d. a load, payable in the last case by the ore buyer. The duties and the duty owners or
lessees are very diverse, but the barmaster was very commonly the collector, at ihe time of
measuring, of the duties, and the representative of the owners.
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