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The data are presented as a simple descriptive catalogue ordered by type. There are no illustrations for
copyright reasons.
The descriptions in the catalogue are taken directly from the published literature and are therefore not
internally consistent in terms of terminology. For example, different authors may describe what I have
termed an ‘aperture cover’ as a ‘lid’ or ‘inner lid’ but no attempt was made to change terminology in the
individual catalogue entries.
No catalogue of ancient material can ever be complete, but it is hoped that the nearly 500 examples
recorded here at least give a representative impression of Roman metal inkwells.
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Early inkwells
78 – 80 Comacchio, Emilia Romagna, Ferrara province (Italy)
Three inkwells were found in a shipwreck, dated to the end of the first century BC (Invernizzi 1990, 100,
258; Božič & Feugère 2004, 35).
No. 78= 223 has a plain cylindrical body, and inserted disc lid with a central opening and a loop handle
on the side. H.: 4,6cm, diameter: 4,5cm. Rather thick-walled.
No. 79 = 224 is a more thin-walled inkwell, with circular lines decorating the outer rim of the disc-like
top and one line surrounding the central opening. There also appear to be lines on the top, middle and
base of the body, and on the base. Affixed to the upper body is a large loop handle. H.: 5,2cm, diameter:
3cm.
No. 80 = 225 is another thin-walled inkwell, which is quite heavily damaged; no handle appears to be
attached. Circular lines at top and base? H.:5cm.
The ship sank, possibly during a storm, on a beach near a river mouth, where it was preserved by beach
sediments. The primary cargo consisted of 102 lead ingots of Spanish origin (many stamped with the
name Agrippa), amphoras and boxwood logs. The ship also carried North Italic sigillata pottery, and
objects belonging to crew and passengers. These include lead foil votive temples, leather shoes, tools
and an anchor; the bronze balance and inkwells attest to the commercial activities carried out on board
(Invernizzi 1990; http://www2.rgzm.de/navis/ships/ship050/thecomacchiowreck.htm).

81 Haltern (Germany)
Bronze cylindrical inkwell with slightly everted base and rim; lid drops sharply towards central filling hole
(Schnurbein 1979, 61 fig. 50; Müller 1997, 38, fig. 18,68). A large ring handle is attached to the side; H.:
6.5cm, Dm at base 3,9cm, Dm at top: 4,4cm. The site is of Augustan date; the inkwell was found south

of the praetorium in a pit together with a bronze patera handle ending in a ram’s head. About a third of
the inkwell was still filled with a dried black mass.
A more recent publication of this inkwell notes that the ring handle may well have been a later addition;
the edges of its attachment (escutcheon) are damaged, but given the object’s excellent preservation this
is unlikely to be postdepositional damage and it seems unlikely that an old attachment would have been
fitted onto a newly made inkwell (Müller 1997, 25, footnote 40).

82 Haltern (Germany)
Bronze cylindrical inkwell with everted top and base and incised circular decoration at base, middle and
top (Müller 1997, 38, fig. 18,69). Two small drilled holes in the lid may have held the hinged inner lid;
circular lines on base and top. H.: 5cm, Dm at top: 3,7cm, at base 3,4cm.
An inkwell lid is mentioned in the literature as coming from Haltern but this is now lost (Müller 1997, 39,
No. 71).

Elegant early double inkwells
83 Alba, Piemonte (Italy)
Cylindrical inkwell with three circular mouldings, further defined by horizontal lines; height: 5.4cm.
Raised base and flat lid decorated with circular lines; only the base of the hinge of the inner lid survives.
From Grave 4 of the necropolis (Filippi 1982, 35, pl. 32.4 & 35.4). This is a rich bustum cremation burial
(not sexed), which also contained a bronze bowl, bronze patera, a bronze cylinder (possibly a case for
pens?), a range of small instruments originally probably in a container of perishable material (knife with
iron blade and bone handle, two bronze pins/needles and small toothed tool made out of faunal
material (fish?) and a spoon (inscribed VP), two strigils, a ceramic picture lamp, a ceramic bowl, a wide
range of glass vessels (4 bottles, 1 plate, 2 small jars, 2 cups and 1 Rhyton) and coins of Caligula and
Tiberius (ibid, 35-7, pl. 32-5). The grave is dated to the 2nd quarter of the 1st century AD.

84 Athens, then in Berlin and now Pushkin Museum, Moscow (Greece)
Noll (1988, 88) refers to a first century double inkwell now in Berlin that is stamped C.SENT ANTH
(CSENT / ANTH). This is described as a 1st century double inkwell with a loop handle fixed to the joining
plate, which has a cut-out design with s-shaped spirals, which create a lyre shape (Amtl. Berichte aus
den königlichen Kunstsammlungen 38, 1916/17, 17, footnote 4). Inv. d. Bronzen 10558; said to be from
the grave of a school boy from Athens. Height: 7.5cm. The grave is said to date to the early imperial
period and to have also contained a pair of strigils and an oil flask suspended from a large loop (Blümel
1934, 9, Nr. 16, pl. 14). Martin Maischberger (Antikensammlung Staatliche Museen zu Berlin Preußischer Kulturbesitz) kindly informed me that this inkwell (Misc. 10558 a-g) was thought lost since

World War II. It now appears that it is preserved in a fragmentary state in Moscow (Pushkin Museum),
as part of war booty of the Red Army. The Berlin Antikensammlung acquired the inkwell on the Paris art
market in 1904. Therefore, the alleged provenance from a boy’s grave in Athens cannot be proved with
certainty.

85 Picenum, Necropolis of S. Vittore di Cingoli (Italy)
Two inkwells were found in Grave 5; both are cylindrical, cast, have three concentric base rings and
three raised ribs decorating the body; the base and rim are very slightly everted (Mercando 1974, 112123, fig. 33 & 37; Božič 2001e, fig. 3 a-c). Also found in the grave was a bronze plaque, originally classed
as a box fitting but now identified by Božič (2001e) as the element used to hold the double inkwells
together. Two lids, still preserving the hinge fitting, also survive but the inner lids are now missing. H.:
5cm, diameter 3,1cm. The inkwells are said to contain black dust, which when analysed was defined as
90% copper and 10% iron/lead/tin; Mercando argues that these were cosmetic containers.
This is a rich grave, published in full by Mercando (1974, 112-123); it consisted of a rectangular pit (1,80
x 0,60) with tiles on the shorter sides. The burnt bones were placed in the middle with the coin, while
the other grave goods were in the surrounding soil. In addition to the inkwells, the grave also contained:
a bone ‘ruler’ (ibid, fig. 41,c), a poorly preserved coin, possibly of Augustus, a bronze rectangular mirror,
bronze fittings from a wooden box, three glass bottles, two glass cups and a glass jar, a glass pendant or
bead and a collection of gaming equipment and tokens (a bone die, two bone knuckle bones (astragili),
glass gaming pieces and tokens (one hare and three birds that have numerals). A parallel for the latter
can be found at Pompeii, where they are interpreted as gaming pieces in the shape of a trussed fowl
(Ward-Perkins & Claridge 1976, No. 235; cf. Behrens 1940; Mlasowsky 1991, 25-6). Bone couch
fragments were found in the wider area. The cremation was not sexed or aged but the mirror and bead
may point to a female.

86 Siculi, Biać (Croatia)
Double inkwells, found in 1888 in Siculi, 20km west of Salona. Both inkwells have two circular bands, and
could once be attached to each other and carried by a large loop (Bulić 1894, 165, fig. 5; Split Museum
Acc. No. 2372). The lids are hinged, and could be secured by means of a protruding shaft. The inkwells
were found with medical instruments, keys, toothpicks, ear-scoops and mirrors. This may be a doctor’s
grave; the mirrors may hint at a female burial.

Type Biebrich
178 Aquileia (Italy)
In her discussion of silver pyxides Calvi (1986, 500-503, fig. 9) refers to bronze inkwells from Aquiliea
now held in the National Archaeological Museum. At least one of the illustrated examples may be of the
Biebrich type; it is unclear whether the lid shown actually belongs to the middle one. Depeyrot et al.
(1986, 159, footnote 82) also refer to an example from Aquileia.
179 Asciburgium, Moers-Asberg (Germany)
Bronze inkwell, cast and finished with a lathe (Bechert 1974, 109, fig. 84.13); the top and base are
slightly everted and the body is decorated with seven rings of differing width. A similar design adorns
the outer lid; the inner lid is hinged and has a small knob. Height: 52mm. No context information is
provided, but this is the site of an auxiliary fort and vicus.

180 Augst (Switzerland)
Bronze inkwell of the Biebrich type; cast in one piece, with the lid missing (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5,
No. 115; ibid., fig. 40). No sign of an attachment for a second inkwell; the feet (which had been soldered
on) are now missing. Inv. 1907.1884; stray find. H.: 4,8cm; diameter: 4cm.

181 Augst (Switzerland)
Base of an inkwell of the Biebrich type; from a context in Insula 45 dated to AD 70-100 (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 116). Inv. 1969.12726; diameter: 3,4cm.

182-183 From the Rhine near Biebrich (Germany)
Two double inkwells were found in the Rhine near Biebrich and are now in the Mainz Museum (Inv.
R.4126, diameter 33mm and Inv. 0439, diameter 37mm; Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, fig. 57, 3;
Lindenschmit 1911, pl. 53, 996 and 996a; Boscic & Feugere 2004, fig. 31).
182: Double inkwell, with both vessels of cylindrical shape with slightly everted bases and tops; both are
decorated with circular mouldings, some of which have pearl decoration. Only one inner lid, with a
highly decorated (poppy-head) knob, survives. Height 4.5cm (Lindenschmit 1911, 308, pl. 53, 996 and
996a). The two inkwells are joined by a bronze plate and soldered at the top and base. On the bronze
plate is a small loop onto which a large loop is fitted. The underside of the base has lathe-finished
circular lines and on each vessel there are three soldered ‘feet’; these have been described as peltashaped (Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, fig. 57, 4).

183: A second, very similar inkwell comes from the same site. It is mentioned but not illustrated in
Lindenschmit (1911, 309). From Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, fig. 57, 3-4) it appears to have fewer
decorative elements on the main body, and it lacks both lids. The joining element is well preserved, but
there is no loop. No feet appear to be present on the base.
The museum records state that R4126 is of unknown provenance, while O,439 is from the Rhine at
Rettbergau near Biebrich (pers. com. Ellen Riemer, Peter Bibinger).

184 Brindisi, via Cappuccini (Italy)
Grave 15 contained five bronze inkwells; two are plain and three have concentric mouldings and one
appears to be of Type Biebrich. One was found with a lid and there are two further lids amongst the
grave goods. These (No. 290) have a diameter of 2.2cm and square knobs, similar to lids used on
Biebrich inkwells. Amongst what is described as box fittings in the original publication is a bronze disc
with serrated edge that may also be an inkwell lid (Fünfschilling 2012, 193, footnote 167). There is also a
loop attached to a rectangular sheet, which is very similar to the connecting element of double inkwells
(No. 293). Height of certain inkwells: 4,6-5,4cm; diameters at base 3-3,8cm. This very rich grave also
contained other writing equipment, namely: a bone stylus, four wax spatulae (and four similar objects,
not securely identified), a bone knife, a bronze pair of dividers, a folding ruler and two bone rulers
(Cocchiaro & Andreassi 1988, 160-175; Fünfschilling 2012, 171-2, fig. 6). A bone pyxis may be a further
inkwell but that is by no means certain; there is also a ceramic vessel that may be an inkwell (ibid, No.
259). The other grave goods consist of: two coins, a stone container, a glass urn, three glass unguent
vessels, a glass aryballos, two glass bottles, a glass cup, multiple beads (including 23 melon beads, 47
glass beads, two carnelian beads, a large bead made from rock crystal and a pendant in the same
material). Also found were a rectangular mirror, a bronze finger ring, two bronze buckles and studs, a
shell, bronze fittings from a wooden box and very large numbers of gaming equipment: four dice, bone
gaming pieces or tokens (15 bone examples, mostly with numbers and letters, two with figural designs
such as a basket, a hand or a shell; 5 stone and bone ‘spheres’, again with numbers; 12 astragali; 1121
glass gaming pieces (black, white); 256 stone and marble gaming pieces and nine tesserae with letters )
and two marble gaming board pieces. One was found near the feet, the other in a medieval pit nearby.
Of the two coins one is illegible and the other a Republican coin of Clovius.
The grave is dated by Cocchiaro & Andreassi (1988, 160-1) to the end of the 1st century BC-early 1st
century AD but Fünfschilling (2012, 171) argues for a date in the middle of the 1st century AD on the
basis of the glass vessels. The cremated remains appear not to have been sexed.

398 Cologne (Germany)
Inkwell of Type Biebrich; wall damaged and base and lid missing; everted base and top and three
mouldings on body. Diameter 4.3cm; height: 5cm. The outer ring of what I think is the base is cast as one
with the body. RGM, Acc. No. 26.606

399 Cologne, now lost (Germany)
A complete inkwell of Type Biebrich is said to come from an antiquarian discovery of a possible doctor’s
grave (Freudenberg 1857, 107-8, footnote 4, pl. IV,3; this was drawn to my attention by Marion
Euskirchen, Römisch Germanisches Museum Köln). A stone sarcophagus contained three bronze
‘medical instruments’ (spatula/probe, hook and instrument of unknown function), a ceramic lamp
decorated with Hercules strangling a snake, the inkwell, a stone palette (not illustrated), a stone object
that probably represents a mould but is interpreted as a device for preparing pills, a ceramic and a
samian vessel, what was probably a pair of razors (drawn as one object) and a glass egg said to contain a
green mass inside. The instrument of unknown function may well be an elaborate stylus with a dolphinshaped end, as known from Augst (Schaltenbrand Obrecht 2012, 72, fig 67). This razor type is dated to
the late 2nd to 3rd century, and thus significantly later than the inkwell (cf. Eckardt & Crummy 2008, 35,
with further references).

185 Dramont D, Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (France)
Double inkwell of Type Biebrich; height: 38mm and diameter 32mm (Joncheray 1975, 6-8, photo3). The
top and base are everted, and the body is decorated with regularly spaced circular ribs; the central ones
are decorated with transverse incisions. Both inkwells have remnants of the bronze element that once
connected them. One lid is better preserved than the other, with the hinge and knob of the inner lid
surviving. The ship carried Dressel 2-4 and Rhodian amphorae containing dates and figs; also found on
the wreck were arretine vessels, mortaria, ceramic lamps, four bronze casseroles, pumps, iron anchors
and various tools. End of the first half of the 1st century AD.
186 Istanbul, Silivri Kap (Turkey)
Now in Archaeological Museum Istanbul; illustrated and listed
on http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC-4004&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign.

187 Knossos (Crete, Greece)
Two inkwells in the Ashmolean Museum Oxford (Inv. 1969.573-581) are said to be from Knossos
(Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, footnote 79; Boscic & Feugere 2004, fig. 30).
Inkwell AN1969.573 still contains red pigment. It is 4.5cm high, with a diameter of 3.7cm. AN1969.574
(height: 4.5, diameter3.7) still contains greyish-black pigments. The bodies of the two identical inkwells
are decorated with three mouldings. The top one has two lines above it, the bottom one two lines below
it; the third is set not at the mid point of the vessel but above it, and framed by lines. There are
concentric lines on the base, but no evidence for a stamp or feet.
The lid (AN1969.574) consists of an inner and outer part. The inner lid (diameter 1.7cm) has a single
circular line on the upper side, and a square knob. The knob secures a pointed element on the
underside, which is now rather damaged and corroded, but would have acted as a sliding lock. The outer

lid (diameter 3.7cm) is decorated with three concentric rings and is slightly dished. To one side is the
hinge mechanism, which consists of two small protruding elements that were originally fixed to the
upper side of the inner lid. The underside of the outer lid is plain; the base of the hinge element is
visible.
Found with this double inkwell was the characteristic joining element (AN1969.581); surviving length:
3cm; width: 1.7cm. The volute-shaped decoration also seen at Biebrich survives at one end. The central
dome was the point to which the handle was fixed; this is still evident at the underside, which shows
two prongs once pushed through its central hole. The beautifully cast ring handle (AN1969.575) narrows
at the point where a smaller loop was once affixed to the joining plate. Diameter 2.6cm.
A series of links from a bronze chain and two small bronze loops (AN 1969.578-9) presumably also from
this chain were also found. Finally, there are two flat bronze links. AN1969.576 has a diameter of 8.1cm;
it has a basic geometric design cut into the outer rim at one side. AN1969.577 has a diameter of 3.4cm
and is entirely plain. Like the larger ring, it is broken at one point.
Finally, there is a bronze amphoriskos (AN1969.572). It is 9.4 cm high and 6.8 cm in diameter, heavily
oxidised, missing part of the body, with feline handles and a chain for a stopper. It may have contained
perfume.
The group AN1969.572-581 was found in a tile grave accidentally discovered in the yard of the
Akoumianos house in the village of Knossos. The Ashmolean purchased the group from O.L. Ormerod,
Esq., of Ardwell Lodge, Ravenswood Avenue, Crowthorne, Berks. In 1969 (information kindly provided
by Susan Walker & Anja Ulbrich).
188 Lavezzi, Corsica (France)
An inkwell that appears to be of Type Biebrich was found on a wreck dated to the second half of the 1st
century AD; H. 38mm, diameter 27mm (Bebko 1971, 34, No 188). The ship (Lavezzi II) carried amphorae
(Dressel 7, 8 & 9) as well as pottery vessels including samian ware from La Graufesenque (Bebko 1971,
4-5, pls. XXIII-XXVIII). Also found were a bronze bell and a bronze ?pendant.

189 Leiden (Netherlands)
Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) mentions an example of Type Biebrich from Leiden, but does
not provide an inventory/accession number. This is listed as now being in the Rijksmuseum on
instrumentum website (http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC4004&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign).

190 Ljubljana – NUK II, National University & Library Site, Emona (Slovenia)
Double inkwell of Type Biebrich (Gaspari 2010, 32, 103, pl. 2, No 8490; fig. 58; brought to my attention
by D. Božič, Ljubljana). This inkwell has the characteristic mouldings and one well-preserved lid, with a
square, facetted knob. The plate linking the two inkwells also survives. H.: 5.2cm; diameter: 4.2cm. It

was found in Early Roman deposits associated with the levelling of Road F in an area that has evidence
for an early temporary or marching camp and then four insulae of the colonia of Emona. The inkwell was
found in a context associated with a Republican denarius, moneyers’ dupondius and asses, a silver rivet
and a samian plate stamped MVALERI. The foundation of the site falls into the late Augustan-Tiberian
period.
191 Ljubljana (Slovenia)
Rectangular sheet bronze with openwork design, originally designed to hold the two elements of a
double inkwell together (Božič 2001e, fig. 1a-b). Found in a workshop making military bronze objects.

193 London, 1 Poultry (UK)
Lead-alloy inkwell (pewter?) with a cylindrical body decorated with alternate bands of plain and beaded
mouldings, and a slightly everted foot and rim (Hill & Rowsome 2011, 508, fig. 39, S212). Made from
sheet metal bent around to form the cylinder, to which top and bottom disc were applied. The
underside of the base has a central boss and concentric ring mouldings. The lid has a central hole. H.
37mm, Diam. 30mm. Period 2, Phase 2 (AD 53-60/1).
400 London, Plantation Place (UK)
Almost complete copper-alloy inkwell body of Type Biebrich; only the lid is missing (H.: 50mm;
Diameter: 38mm). Cylindrical body made from a heavy rolled sheet, decorated with bands of horizontal
moulding, with an applied circular base. The base has a recessed central area and a central boss from
lathe-finishing. A similar example is known from 1 Poultry, London (No. 193). Plantation Place has a
short-lived post Boudican fort, demolished around AD 85, with subsequent domestic occupation (see
forthcoming publication). Context 4323; Period 2, Open Area 5. From pit, pre-Boudican context. MoLA
Acc. No. 3133; pers. com. Michael Marshall & Angela Wardle.

194 Macedonia
Two inkwells are said to have been found in a grave of the ‘Hellenistic period’ in Macedonia with a stylus
and a stylus box; now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts (Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, fig. 57.1-2;
Comstock & Vermeule 1971, 324, Nos. 454-5). The base and top are slightly everted, and the body is
decorated with a series of what are described as turned ridges. Both have a hinged lid; in one example a
poppy-head-shaped knob survives. Height: 4.6cm. The box has a bronze ring and the grave is assumed to
be that of a boy (Vermeule 1966, 109, fig. 21).

195 -198 Magdalensberg (Austria)
This early (Augustan to Claudian) site has produced multiple inkwells; those of Type Biebrich were
classed as Öllerer’s (1998, 142) Type B (cf. Deimel 1987). All have a cylindrical body, everted top and
base and decoration ranges from horizontal lines, pearl mouldings to incised herringbone designs.
195 = SH/5: Decorated with both mouldings and incised herringbone design (Öllerer 1998, 142, fig. 7).
196 = SH/6: Decorated with horizontal mouldings (Öllerer 1998, 142, fig. 8).
197 = SH/5: Only one inkwell of an original double inkwell survives, together with the bronze element
that originally joined them together. The cylindrical body is decorated with a series of horizontal
mouldings and a herringbone design in the central band. The top and base are everted; one ‘deltashaped’ bronze foot survives on the base (Öllerer 1998, 142-3, fig. 9). On the lower body is an irregularly
punched inscription: CAV(E) PUR(PURAM) MAL(AM) – “beware of the bad red ink”.
198: Deimel (1987, 172, pl. 33/3) states there are several fragments of both vessels that made up a
double inkwells. Both inkwells are described as cast and identical; they have an everted base and top,
and are decorated with three circular mouldings, each framed by a pearl/beading design. The latter also
occurs at the top and base. She notes that the double inkwell was found in 1959; it is dated 1st half 1st
century AD. H.: 5.3cm; diameter 4,3cm.
401 Nijmegen, Kopsehof (Netherlands)
Fragmentary copper-alloy inkwell of Type Biebrich, with ca. half of the body surviving; height: 3.6cm;
diameter ca.: 2.6cm. This is cast, with an everted base and rim and three decorative mouldings on the
body. It is noticeably smaller than the other Nijmegen examples. Acc. No. 5.M.5.50 or 429.1.13. This is
the auxiliary camp and has a terminus ante quem of AD 69/70.

199 Novo Mesto (Slovenia)
Bronze inkwell, with only the inner lid missing (Božič 2001b, 31, fig. 2; 2008, 159, fig. 81, pl. 9.6); the
inkwell is of the Biebrich type. The lid has two concentric ribs decorated with transverse incisions, with
small circular grooves between them. Three loops of the hinge mechanism for the inner lid also survive.
The top and base of the body are everted, and have a plain rib; moving downward, the body is
decorated with: a single rib with transverse incisions, a cordon with a plain rib either side of it and a pair
of joining ribs oblique incisions running in opposite directions (herringbone). Below this central motif the
same pattern of a framed cordon and a single decorated rib is repeated. The base has circular grooves
and ribs and soldering on the outer part of the base indicates the original presence of small, peltashaped feet. The lower rim is flattened where it was once attached to a second inkwell. H: 3.6cm; Diam.:
2.6cm.
Božič (2008, 159, pl. 9) illustrates the bronze inkwell amongst a number of other Roman objects from a
poorly documented antiquarian excavation of this Roman cemetery; unfortunately, it is not possible to

reconstruct the inkwell’s grave group but it is interesting that amongst the other illustrated finds is an
iron double wax spatula (ibid., 159, pl. 9.11).

200 Oderzo (Italy)
Bronze inkwell of the cylindrical type with everted base and top and concentric decoration; surface
damage makes it impossible to assess decoration in detail (Galliazzo 1979, 165, no. 65). Height 3.4cm;
diameter 3cm. Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) lists this as possibly belonging to Type Biebrich.
201 Picardie (France)
Joining plaque with two circular holes on either side and loop handle; illustrated and listed on:
http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC-4004&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign; information
from J-C Thiry).

202 Pompeii, now in the British Museum (Italy)
Bronze inkwell with slightly everted top and base, and a series of mouldings (Ward-Perkins & Claridge
1976, no 285). Said to be made from a rolled strip of bronze (i.e. not cast). Height: 4cm; diameter 3cm.
Said to be from Torre Annunziata but thought to be from Pompeii. Now in the British Museum (Inv. WT
682). This is probably the example from the British Museum referred to by Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159,
footnote 82).
This is in fact cast and lathe finished, and of the typical Biebrich type. The dished lid has a series of fine
circular rings set closely together; there is some damage at the top where the hinge for the inner lid
once was. Above the everted base is a beaded ring, then moulding framed by lines; around the middle
there are four bands (beaded/herringbone); above that the motifs below it (moulding and lines, single
beaded line) are repeated. On the side there are two spots of iron corrosion – one circular and one in
two places. On the base are three pelta-shaped feet.
203 Pompeii, then in Berlin and now Pushkin Museum, Moscow (Italy)
Inkwell of Type Biebrich said to be from Pompeii, and acquired in 1825 by the Berlin painter Wilhelm
Ternite (1786 - 1871). Inv. Nr.: Fr. 565. Online database of Antike Bronzen in Berlin (http://emp-web24.zetcom.ch/eMuseumPlus?service=direct/1/ResultDetailView/result.tab.link&sp=10&sp=Scollection&
sp=SfieldValue&sp=0&sp=3&sp=3&sp=SdetailView&sp=0&sp=Sdetail&sp=0&sp=F&sp=SdetailBlockKey&
sp=3).

206 North of Rome, now in Berlin (Italy)
Two bronze cylindrical inkwells with slightly everted top and base; said to be cast and decorated with
five circular rings, with the central one wider than the others (Platz-Horster 1978, 193, Nos. 300-301; cf.
Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, footnote 82). The top is damaged and each vessel is thought to have had a
handle originally. Height: 4.1cm; diameter 3.2cm.

The two inkwells were found with a rich collection of almost 70 objects in the early first century grave of
a young girl north of Rome, now in Berlin (Platz-Horster 1978, 184-195; Zahn 1950-1, 281-2, fig. 5). The
grave goods include a set of miniature silver vessels, lamps, silver mirrors, crystal and alabaster cosmetic
vessels and palettes, gold rings, a gold diadem and hairnet, beads and cameos, a crystal cricket and
shell, an amber walnut and amulet of a dwarf, 70 glass gaming pieces (37 white, 15 blue-green, 9 blue &
9 black), an ivory box and a wooden larger box. Also found were the two bronze inkwells and an ivory
writing tablet. The grave goods point to this being the burial of a woman, and judging from the size of
the ring, the presence of the miniature vessels and the amuletic objects that of a young girl. The
assemblage is dated by an As of Tiberius (AD 15-16) to the early first century AD.

207 Scupi (Macedonia)
Grave 121, eastern necropolis in Scupi in Macedonia – well preserved inkwell, but other grave goods not
yet published (Božič 2001b, 31).

208 Servian Amilhac, Languedoc (France)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell with five circular mouldings; height 39mm (Depeyrot et al. 1986, 156-9, fig.
56.8). Stray find.
453 Trento (Italy)
Inkwell of Type Biebrich with only the inner lid missing and still containing a black powder; height: 3.9cm,
diameter 3.3cm (Endrizzi 1990, 42; MPA 4990/b). The hinge mechanism for the inner lid is clearly visible (ibid. Fig.
21). From a cremation burial (Tomb E) in the ‚Ai Paradisi‘ cemetery and found with what is described as a bone
calamus and a glass urn of Type Isings 67a; the grave is dated from the middle of the 1st to the 2nd century.

402 Vertault (Belgium)
Annelies Koster (Nijmegen) kindly provided a photo of a double inkwell from Vertault in Belgium now in
the Museum Châtillon-sur-Seine. This is of Type Biebrich, with the attachment and large loop surviving;
one of the inner lid still has its knob. Vertauld is a small Roman town, occupied between the 1st and 5th
century AD, with a marked decline in the 3rd (http://www.musee-vix.fr/fr/index.php?page=39).

210 -212 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Three complete bronze inkwells are illustrated, but not discussed, in Hauser (1904, pl. 50). All three are
cylindrical, with concentric rings and mouldings on the body (i.e. Type Biebrich). Two still appear to have
lids; the largest has an off-centre knob. It may well be the same ones that are depicted in Speidel (1996,
fig. 3) and Hintermann (2012, fig. V.6). Some of the lids from early contexts at Vindonissa might also well
be from inkwells of Type Biebrich (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131, pl. 14).

213 Vindonissa, southern cemetery, tomb 98-1 (Switzerland)
To the south of the legionary fortress is a cemetery of ca. 400, mainly cremation, graves dated to the 1st
and 1st half of the 2nd century AD (Hintermann 2000). Of interest here is the grave of a woman (aged ca.
18-25) buried with a three year old child; amongst the finds were two scalpels, tweezers and what was
initially identified as a bronze pyxis, leading to the suggestion that this is the burial of a female doctor
(Hintermann 2000, 125-126, pls 159-161, esp. pl. 161.22; Hintermann 2012, 96, fig. XI.6). Rather than a
container for creams or medications, this is in fact an inkwell (Božič 2001b, fig. 1), albeit one that has
lost its lid (H.: 4.4cm). The tubes are interpreted by Božič (2001b, 31) as belonging to pens and by the
excavator as part of a spatula probe (Hintermann 2000, 332). The inkwell was not burnt, and placed to
the south of the urn. Grave 98-1 also contained the cremated remains in a glass urn (Isings 63), sherds of
ceramic jugs (one complete), beakers and jars, three complete balsamaria and fragments of further glass
vessels; three iron nails and two coins (As of Caligula for Agrippa, AD 37-41 and As of Augustus). Also in
the grave were about 20 pig bones and substantial amounts of botanical remains, including figs, apples,
cherry and peach as well as some grains and weeds. The grave is dated to the middle of the 1st century
(Hintermann 2000, 104).
214 Unknown Provenance
Illustrated and listed on http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC4004&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign coll

215 Unknown provenance, now in the Ashmolean Museum
Inkwell listed as parallel to Type Biebrich, now in the Ashmolean Museum, but without provenance (Inv.
No. 1885-602: Depeyrot et al. 1986, 159, footnote 82). Only the body survives, which is decorated with
three broad bands, each framed by a line at its top and bottom; further lines are located just above the
everted base and below the everted top. The base has a series of concentric rings; there may be traces
of soldered feet, but corrosion makes it difficult to be certain. Height: 4.4cm; diameter: 3.9cm.

455 Unknown provenance, now in British Museum
Inkwell of unknown provenance now in the British Museum (Noll 1988, 90-91). The lid has a diameter of
43mm and is decorated with a silver ivy tendril. The body of the vessel is “profiliert” or moulded and the
top and base are described as projecting (Walters 1899, 338, No. 2680).
What is clearly the same inkwell is described in the British Museum online catalogue as “bronze ink-pot
with a hinged lid, decorated with silver inlay; also four fragments (Greek & Roman Antiquities G69/7;
Inv. No.: 1895,0105.2). Height: 5.08 centimetres”. This appears to be a composite object with a lid of
Type Noll (my No. 49) set onto the body of a cylindrical inkwell and an unrelated base.
The lid has a silver ivy tendril without the usual running scroll border; the lid protrudes significantly
beyond the body of the inkwell to which it is now glued. The interior lid is a plain circular disc with a
hinge to one side. In the centre is a rectangular slot. The diameter of the body is 3cm (H.: 3.8cm) and it

appears to be of the Biebrich Type. It has a band of beading above the everted base and below the
everted top; this is followed by a moulding with a band of beading on the side facing towards the
middle; the latter is marked by four bands, the outer ones beads and the inner ones herringbone (as in
the Pompeii example). There are some deep cut marks – one horizontal and the other a Y-shape.
The body is now glued to what is clearly an unrelated base (diameter: 5cm); it is a of a shallow bell shape
with a rim around the base.
This inkwell was purchased from Henry Wallis in 1895 for £22; Henry Wallis was a Pre-Raphaelite painter
and collector but there is no information as to where this object was said to be from 1. The four
fragments consist of the lock mechanism (1.2cm) and three very small bronze fragments.

216 Unknown provenance, now in Nijmegen (Netherlands?)
Cast inkwell with ridges of differing width, alternating with beaded ribs; the vessel is lathe-finished and
traces of solder may indicate a now lost handle. On the outside of the base are solder imprints for three
pelta-shaped feet (Koster 1997, 88-9, No. 120; see Gerhart-Witteveen & Koster 1993, 46, No. 91). The
original lid was replaced by a dupondius of Nero, providing a TPQ of 64 AD. Height: 4.7cm; diameter:
4cm. Acc. No.: XXI k 96. Detailed context not known.

217 Zürich (Switzerland)
Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) list a parallel for Type Biebrich from the Landesmuseum Zürich.
This may be the object discussed during a recent “Lunchführung «Das Tintenfass als Statussymbol». Mit
Hanspeter Lanz, Kurator.” Emailed 5.6.2014, no response.

Biebrich? (Related forms and uncertain identification)
218 Nijmegen Hunerberg (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, probably raised, cylindrical inkwell, widening slightly at the base and top (Koster 1997, 92).
The sides are decorated with lathe-turned horizontal lines and ridges, and the base is also lathe-finished.
Height: 4.5cm; diameter: 4cm. (BE V 49). A second century date is suggested on the basis of the find’s
location. This is much lighter and of different manufacture to the Biebrich type, but very clearly imitates
its shape and decoration.

1

His papers in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, include correspondence with curators, collectors, archaeologists
and institutions such as Augustus Wollaston Franks, Gaston Maspero, Hercules Read, William Flinders Petrie
and the Victoria & Albert Museum (information kindly supplied by George Benson, British Museum).

204 -205 Pompeii (Italy)
Two inkwells (as well as cases for pens) are depicted in the Notizie degli scavi (1934, 294, fig. 14). These
are from Regio I 10, 7 Casa d. Fabbro atrium and now in the National Museum Naples (Inv. No. 5305; cf.
Riz 1990, 40, not illustrated). Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) refer to these as a parallel for Type
Biebrich, but that is difficult to verify without examining the actual objects.
209 Syracuse, Sicily (Italy)
This inkwell is listed by Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) as a parallel for Type Biebrich. This is
difficult to verify from the published photo, which shows a cylindrical bronze inkwell, H.: 4.3cm and
diameter 3.9 cm (Notizie degli scavi 1956, 159-160, fig. 12.1).
192 Ljubljanica River, near Vrhnika (Slovenia)
A very well preserved (presumably cast) copper-alloy inkwell; it has a slightly everted base and top and a
body decorated with incised grooves and a rib above the mid point (Istenič 2009, 276 s, Cat. No. 49; this
inkwell was brought to my attention by D. Božič, Ljubljana). The top is dished and the lid (3,2cm
diameter) is attached to the rim by a hinge; a D-shaped knob moved a small bolt on the underside of the
lid to either secure or open the lid. Attached to one side is a plate, which would have once connected
this inkwell to a second one; fixed onto this is a large loop handle. It is dated stylistically to the first
century AD. This inkwell is amongst a range of finds recovered from the river, which was a major
transport route especially until the Augustan period – these may be votive offerings or accidental losses
(Istenič 2009, 79-85).

Type Noll

26 Carnuntum (Austria)
Inkwell lid decorated in silver and niello with an ivy tendril between a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’
design; diameter 48mm (Noll 1988, 94-5, pl. 8.1; Bilkei 1980, 78, not illustrated; Noll 1937, 2-5, Fig. 2).
Now in the Wien Kunsthistorisches Museum, Inv. No. VI 2315).
27 Carnuntum (Austria)
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with a vine tendril in four big curves (Noll 1988, 94-5, pl. 8.2). Now in the
Carnuntium Museum, Inv. No. 21319; diameter 38mm.

28 Carnuntum (Austria)
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with an ivy tendril; diameter 40mm (Noll 1988, 96-7, fig. 1.3). Now in the
Prähistorische Staatssammlung München, Inv. No. 1975, 108.

73 Charron, Charente-Maritime (France)
Inkwell lid decorated with a laurel wreath framed (one band either side) by a running scroll design
(Rémazeilles & Conforto 2008, 111, fig. 1). Parts of the hinge for the inner lid survive; diameter 45mm
and diameter of the inner aperture 12mm. Analysis identified that the leaves and scrolls were made
from silver, set on reddish copper; the body of the lid is made from leaded bronze. The lid was found to
have unusual (lead) corrosion products, which are thought to have resulted from interactions between
the metallic alloy and fertilizers used on the field in which the inkwell lid was found in 1975 by amateur
archaeologists. The site is a Gallo-Roman villa near Charron, 30km north of La Rochelle.
32 Cologne (Germany)
Inkwell lid with silver ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design; diameter 42mm (Noll 1988, 92-3; Albertini
1930, 48, fig. 3 left). Now in the Museum Saint-Germain (Inv. No. 24.035).

74 Fréjus (France)
Inkwell lid with a diameter of 36mm with facing bands of the running scroll design in silver (Feugère
2004, 33, fig. 6a). No detail on the find’s context.
38 Gendt, Gelderland (Netherlands)
Cover of an inkwell with niello and silver decoration (double band of scroll design – laufender Hund);
diameter 4.7cm (Koster 1993, 302, fig. 12; Koster 1997, 89).
75 Gomilice, Guberevac, Upper Moesia (Serbia)
Almost complete inkwell, only missing the inner lid; H. 4cm, diameter 3.7cm. The body has two bands of
incised lines but is otherwise plain. The lid is decorated with a gold ivy tendril framed by double bands of
the ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design. A rectangular stamp OFSOCR is on the base; a small bronze
strip, which narrows towards the base, was affixed to the wall of the vessel, possibly to act as a holder
for a pen or for a handle (Cvjeticanin 2004).
The inkwell was found in Grave 312 in a 2nd century cemetery that was associated with the Imperial
mines in the area. The cremation burial is a local type, where a smaller pit was dug within the middle of
a larger one. No grave goods are mentioned.

39 Heel, Limburg (Netherlands)
Complete inkwell from the Roman cemetery in Heel, with elaborate lid with niello and silver decoration
(Koster 1993, 303; Koster 1997, 89; not illustrated). This is from burial 12, found in 1964 (Koster 2013,
footnote 650). This also contained a samian (Drag. 33) cup stamped by MICCIFEC from Rheinzabern,
suggesting a Hadrianic-Antonine date. Koster describes this as identical to the example from Grave 8 in
Nijmegen, with the body divided into three zones (arrowheads at base and top, tendril in the middle).
Heel is the ancient Catualium, a small settlement next to an army camp.

34 Heidelberg-Neuenheim (Germany)
Inkwell lid (diameter 39mm) decorated in silver with an ivy tendril between a ‘laufender Hund/running
scroll’ design (Noll 1988, 92-3, fig. 1.2). Now in the Kurpfälzische Museum, Heidelberg; from a Roman
latrine pit.
41 Inota (Hungary)
Inkwell lid (diameter 39mm) decorated in silver with an ivy tendril between ‘laufender Hund/running
scroll’ designs (Noll 1988, 96-7, fig. 1.5; Bilkei 1980, 77, No. 29). From an exceptionally rich tumulus
grave, and now in the Bakonyi Museum, Inv. No. 77.1.94. The tumulus contained the cremated remains
of a young individual (not sexed, 10-16 years) buried in a wooden box with rich grave goods including
samian ware and other pottery, glass vessels, shield, knives and arrow and animal offerings; in a
separate burial within the same mound was a horse (with various bridle and harness fittings) and further
finds were made in the tumulus soil. These include a silver-plated belt, an intaglio and a melon bead as
well as two inkwell fragments, one the lid decorated with an ivy tendril (Palágyi 1981, 36, No. 1.4.9.2, pl.
IV.13) and the other the base of a vessel decorated with a diamond and dot motif and wavy lines (ibid.,
35, No. 1.3.8, pl. IV.10). The body fragment is associated more directly with excavation and levelling of
the burial pit while the lid is from the ‘Roman surface’. The grave is dated to the late 1st-2nd century
(Trajanic/Hadrianic), and is the slightly earlier of two mounds, both containing rich grave goods and
horses, and the second also containing a four-wheeled cart as well as strigils and bronze vessels (Mráv
2006, 56-57).

40 Kisköszeg, Batina (Hungary)
Inkwell lid decorated in niello and silver with a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design; diameter 38mm
(Noll 1988, 96-7). In the Budapest National Museum, but now lost. Bilkei (1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 144) when
discussing an inkwell with the three-knobbed lid mechanism states that this was wrongly described as
being this niello-decorated lid; it seems most likely that there are two lids of differing type from the
same site.

61 Lambaesis (Algeria)
The body of this inkwell is decorated with Bacchus and his followers (maenads and satyr) in niello and
silver; diameter 43mm, height 37mm (Noll 1988, 96-7; Albertini 1930, 39-45, fig. 1 & pl. V; DescampsLequime 2005, 18, figs. 20-21; Giumlia-Mair 1993, fig. 20-21). The lid is richly decorated in silver with an
ivy tendril between ‘laufender Hund/running scrolls’ designs. The hinge of the inner lid survives. Now in
Muséé d’Alger (Inv. IMI 132.30); found in a tomb near Lambaesis in 1929 but there is no further
information given.

30 London, Bucklersbury House, Walbrook (UK)
A lid decorated with an elaborate design is recorded by Noll (1988, 90-1, pl. 71); only the outer lid with a
diameter of 45mm survives. It is decorated with two outer and an inner band of the ‘laufender
Hund/running scroll’ design; these frame a vine design. Merrifield (1965, 188, pl. 138, 1) states that this
object is in the Guildhall Museum but it does not seem to be listed in the Museum catalogue. The lid is
now in the Museum of London (MoL Acc.No. 19779; Noll 1988, 90-1). The lid is corroded and the
decoration is not very clear, but it appears that two outer and two inner bands of rolling scroll frame the
central, more elaborate band; this seems to show leaves (made up of three circles and vines (bunch of
grapes). The lid is flat with a downward extension (0.5cm) around the central opening (1.5cm). The base
of the hinge survives on one side; this consists of a folded sheet fixed on the underside of the lid, with
two small loops protruding at the top. On the other side of the central opening is a small circular hole to
secure the inner lid.
There is an inner lid from the same site (Acc. No. 19486, my No. 329) but it is too big for this inkwell.

31 London, Drapers Gardens (UK)
Another elaborate inkwell lid has recently been found at Draper’s Garden (Pre-construct Archaeology
2009, 46). The inner lid is hinged and the outer lid has three bands of decoration: the outer and inner
band consist of the ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design and the central band is decorated with a
wavy line and three-lobed (ivy?) leaves. The design is presumably in niello but further details must await
full publication. No measurement given in illustration.
Drapers’ Gardens (Throgmorton Avenue) is in the Upper Walbrook Valley; no context details for the
inkwell are available yet but after a post-Boudiccan trackway and scattered burials, the site was
developed by the construction of a road and a series of timber structures housing shops and workshops.
404 London, Plantation Place (UK)
Inkwell lid of Type Noll; Diameter: 39mm; diameter of central opening: c 13mm. Circular lid with central
hole; part of the lid is obscured by corrosion, but the fine engraved detail is visible on one side. It
comprises concentric zones, with a running wave pattern below floral tracery with punctim decoration
forming vine scrolls. The underside is plain, with a collar around the central hole. A similar example is
known from Bucklersbury, London (No. 30). Context 1200, Period 4, Open Area 15, Flavian, late 1st

century context – demolition dump post fort. Plantation Place has a short-lived post Boudican fort,
demolished around AD 85, with subsequent domestic occupation (see forthcoming publication); MoLA,
Acc. No. 869, pers. com. Michael Marshall & Angela Wardle.

33 Mainz (Germany)
A lid from Mainz is decorated with an ivy tendril in silver between a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’
design; this has a diameter of 44mm (Noll 1988, 92-3; Albertini 1930, 47-8, fig. 3 right; Feugère 2004, fig.
6d). This object was in the Museum of Saint-Germain (Inv. No. 2915) but was lost during the war.

468 Mérida (Emerita Augusta, Spain)
A complete inkwell of Type Noll; the lid has a double band of the running scroll design while the body is
decorated with two bands of diagonal hatching and a central band with a vine. The inner lid is present,
but appears to miss the bone knob (Alonso et al. 2014, 185, fig. 14; Sabio González et al. 2014, 22-3;
pers. com F.Germán Rodríguez Martín). From a funerary context and now in the Museo Nacional de
Arte Romano (Inv. 11597 y DO2012/1/19).
469 Mérida (Emerita Augusta, Spain)
Inkwell lid, recently identified in the Museo Nacional de Arte Romano; this is of Type Noll decorated
with a ‘wavy ivy garland’ (gold) set between two bands of running dog/scroll (silver) design on either
side. Also found were two further fragment of the base (which has three concentric circles) and body
(silvered, divided into three zones by incised lines). From the ‘Casa del Mitro’ although there is no
detailed context information for this find (Alonso & Sabio 2014; pers. com F.Germán Rodríguez Martín).

35 Nijmegen (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, cylindrical bronze inkwell; the vessel’s body is divided into three zones by horizontal latheturned ridges (Koster 2013, 157; Koster 1997, 89; and see Gerhart-Witteveen & Koster 1993, 44-5 for
colour image; Noll 1988, 92-3). These are decorated with punched scales (upper and lower zones) and
large engraved oval leaves and three stamped circles (middle zone). A ring is fastened to the side; this is
fixed with a split pin to a tapering sheet of bronze, which in turn is soldered to the body. A small, hinged
lid could be closed using a (now decayed) bone knob and bolt. The cover is decorated by two scrolling
silver bands (laufender Hund) inlaid into what is described as niello. Height: 4cm; diameter 3.5cm.
Ulp.1982.438ml. The lathe-finished base bears the rectangular maker’s stamp EX OF LON SOCR (ex
officina Longinii (or Longeii, Longii) Socrates. On the inside of the inner lid the heart-shaped bolt is
visible; this inkwell has a much more typical bronze corrosion.
From Grave 9 (1982) in Nijmegen-west cemetery, which is dated on the basis of coin (As of Nerva struck
in 97 AD, as well as asses of Vespasian and Domitian) and pottery evidence to the early (first two
decades) of the 2nd century (AD 100-115; Koster 2013, 58-62; Koster 1994, 249-250). This is thought to
be a female grave, on the basis of a rectangular mirror and a ring of rock crystal depicting a female bust;

the cremated remains are indeed those of a female aged between 20 and 40. The grave also contained
bronze vessels associated with drinking (ladle, sieve, jug) and grooming (jug and patera set). In addition
to the inkwell there were three styli, two pens, a small knife and a wax spatula. Also found were a
bronze open lamp of Type Loeschcke XXVA and the remains of a wooden folding chair. The burial also
contained 15 samian vessels (plates and cups), a terra nigra bowl and beaker and three flagons as well
as glass vessels (ribbed bowl, 10 bottles, a jug, an urn, a rhyton and a beaker). Grave 9 was located close
to another very rich grave (No. 8) within a rectangular stone enclosure (Koster 1994, fig. 1; Koster 1997,
17; cf. Boegers & Haalebos 1987). It consisted of an almost square pit (2.40x2.50m) framed by wooden
planks on all sides, effectively forming a grave chamber. Amongst the remains of the funerary pyre on
top of the chest were gold threads, possibly from a funerary robe. The inkwell was found away from the
other objects on a wooden platform (0.5x1m) in the north-eastern corner of the burial chamber.

37 Nijmegen, West cemetery (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, cylindrical inkwell with the main body divided into three decorative zones by horizontal ribs
formed on the lathe (Koster 1997, 91; Noll 1988, 92-3; Koster 2013, 156, fig. 71). The upper and lower
zones are decorated with punched scales/arrowheads (as in 121=my No. 35) while a dotted tendril
decorates the central one. A ring handle is fixed by a split pin onto a tapering piece of sheet metal,
which is soldered onto the wall. The round cover plate of the lid was soldered onto the body. The silver
and niello design depicts an ivy-tendril in six waves framed by scrolling bands (laufender Hund). At the
centre is a round opening into which a vertical tube has been soldered; this is covered by a hinged lid.
This could be sealed by moving a pin, which originally probably had a bone knob, thereby moving a
horizontal pin or bolt. The mechanism is covered on the interior of the lid by a thin bronze plate into
which a horse design has been punched. See Koster No. 122 = my No. 94. Height: 3.9cm; diameter
3.8cm. Ulp.1982.437mj. The body and handle appear to be almost more iron than bronze from the
corrosion product. The base and parts of body are missing. Acc. No.: Ulp. 1982.437mg.
From Grave 8, 1982 found during excavations of the west cemetery. This is a cremation in a glass urn
placed within a wooden chamber with rich grave goods (66 objects in total: Koster 2013, 53-58; Koster
2009, colour pl. 9; Koster 1994, 246-249; Koster 1997, 18). These include weapons (shield and spears,
which would indicate a male burial), three bronze jugs, a jug and patera set, a bronze bowl stamped
SARRO F, an enamelled ampulla (probably made in Britain) and four bronze strigils. There was also a
bronze open lamp and in addition to the inkwell two styli, a pen, a small knife and a wax spatula. The
burial is dated by the samian ware (23 pieces) to between 80-100 AD, possibly AD 90/95. Other pottery
included beakers, flagon and bowls and the glass vessels included nine bottles, an urn, unguentarium,
lid, small amphora, jug and beakers. The cremated remains were aged (20-40 years old) but could not be
sexed; Koster (1997, 18) suggests that this is a male grave on the basis of the weapons. Koster (2009,
142) suggests that this individual was a member of the Batavian nobility, possibly serving as a cavalry
officer. The grave is located in the same masonry enclosure as the rich female grave 9 but predates it.

57 Poetovio, Ptuj (Slovenia)
Inkwell lid of unknown diameter decorated in silver with ‘a tendril’ (Noll 1988, 96-7; Bilkei 1980, 77, Nr.
18).

44 Pompeii (Italy)
Inkwell with the body decorated in two bands of a scale design; diameter: 40mm and height 43mm (Noll
1988, 94-5, pl. 8.3). The lid (diameter 44mm) has a silver design of an ivy tendril between a ‘laufender
Hund/running scroll’ design. Now in the National Museum in Naples (Inv. No. 75068).
Descamps-Lequime (2006, 25; 2005, 19) describes this as coming from the gladiators’ barracks and the
body as having three bands of incised feathers (cf. Casa degli Gladiatori VIII, 7, 16). On the photo kindly
provided by Annelies Koster there appear to be two bands of decoration on the body.
63 Porolissum, Zalău, Sălaj (Romania)
Outer lid of an inkwell described as having a raised circular ridge and silver decoration; this is from an
inkwell of Type Noll. The lid is decorated with a double running scroll motif set close together and facing
away from each other; the hinge of the inner lid also survives (Bajusz 2004, 369, fig. 7.1). From the fort,
to the left of the principia, Building C4; there is no context date but the site is founded in AD 106,
providing a TPQ. Diameter: 30mm; diameter of central opening: 11mm.
64 Porolissum, Zalău, Sălaj (Romania)
Outer lid of an inkwell described as having a raised circular ridge and silver decoration; this is from an
inkwell of Type Noll (Bajusz 2004, 369-370, fig. 8). The double running scroll is more widely spaced and
facing each other. Diameter: 30mm; diameter of central opening: 11mm. From the fort, to the left of the
principia, Building C4; there is no context date but the site is founded in AD 106, providing a TPQ.

452 Rome, Autoparco Necropolis/Via triumphalis (Italy)
An inkwell together with other writing equipment was found in Cupa 7 in the Autoparco cemetery at
Rome (Liverani & Spinola 2010, 188-9, pl. 34; Steinby 2003, 106-8, fig. 22). A cupa is a brick and tile tomb
incorporated in a plastered trunk-like structure. This grave contained a cylindrical bronze inkwell, a bone
spatula found with an iron object, several (?three) bone styli, organic material (ivory, possibly wax
tablet), a hemispherical pumice stone, a bronze bowl, another bronze bowl in the shape of a shell, a
metal sheet (from a box?), two glass vessels ( a cup and an unguent vessel) and a very worn As dating to
AD 85. The assemblage is dated to the first third of the 2nd century. The inkwell still contained a black
material, analysis of which suggests it was lampblack made from pine. The body is decorated with Vshaped scales in three fields divided by thin horizontal lines and the lid is decorated with a band in relief.
This is described as applied by soldering and as having a running dog motif (inciso, i.e. either chiseled or
inlaid); the inkwell is made from sheet metal formed into a cylinder and soldered. Silver or niello are not
mentioned, but this could well be an inkwell of Type Noll. The inner lid is hinged but missing the knob.

Height: 4.6cm, diameter 4.4. Now in the Vatican Museum (reference kindly provided by Drs.
Giandomenico Spinola & Maurizio Sannibale).

29 Salzburg, Waagplatz (Austria)
Inkwell lid with ivy tendril between ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design in silver; diameter 45mm
(Noll 1988, 94-5, fig. 1.4). The inner lid with a dome-shaped knob is also preserved. Now in the
Salzburger Museum. The lid was a stray find retrieved from a lorry moving soil from the site; it may have
been associated with pottery of the 1st and 2nd century (Noll 1988, 88; Fundberichte Österreich 13, 1974,
129).
58 Sv. Jakov Šiljevica, Crikvenica (Croatia)
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with an ivy tendril; diameter 39mm (Noll 1988, 96-7). Now in Zagreb
Archaeological Museum. Annelies Koster kindly provided a drawing, which illustrates the ivy tendril (six
curves) on the outer lid.

42 Terlizzi, Prov. Bari (Italy)
Eight-sided vessel with seven sides depicting personifications of the seven days and the other left blank,
possibly for attachment to a second inkwell (Noll 1988, 94-5). The design is in silver and niello and the
vessel has a height of 39mm and a diameter of 39mm. The lid is also eight-sided and has a vine in gold
and a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design in silver; diameter 42mm. The inner lid was hinged; now in
the National Museum in Naples (Inv. No . 75091). On the image published by Greifenhagen (1967/8, 29,
pl. 5.4) Mars, Mercury and Jupiter are visible; he notes that the inkwell was found in 1745 in a grave
near Terlizzi (Turricium). An antiquarian drawing depicts all the gods and also clearly shows the aperture
cover (García y García 2005, fig. 60). Photo kindly provided by Annelies Koster.
43 Trieste (Italy)
Double inkwell decorated in silver with a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design near the base and top
and a central ivy tendril (Noll 1988, 94-5); diameter 28mm (23mm in Puschi), height 44mm. The lid has a
vine tendril in gold and a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design in silver; diameter 28mm. Now in the
Museo Civico, Trieste (Inv. 5422). The two inkwells are still connected (Noll 1937, 7). Note that the body
is in fact also decorated with a lattice design (Puschi 1896/7, 419-420 2; cf. Descamps-Lequime 2006, 25;
Descamps-Lequime 2005, 19, figs. 22-23). Inside the inkwell residues of a black substance (ink?) were
found but the chemical analyses carried out in 1897 did not provide any information about the nature of
the substance.
This inkwell was found within a monumental funerary enclosure or building in 1896, and is thought to
have been associated with cremated remains and some other finds. Noll (1988, 88) lists these as two
factory lamp (FORTIS or FRONTO), two coins of Claudius, one of Domitian, one of Vespasian and a
bronze brooch dated to the first century.
2
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The excavator associates the following objects directly with the burial and the inkwell: a bronze coin of
Flavius Vespasianus (dated AD 74), a glass oil flask, two smaller glass flasks and a small broken glass vase
with lid, three nails, a small knife, a needle, a bronze stylus, a silver belt fitting and two small bronzes in
the shape of a foot “which, by means of an iron pivot must have adhered to another object and they
may have been used to contain styli, needles and similar tools” (Puschi 1896/7, 419). These are in fact
probably furniture feet. Next to the inkwell were two iron pens, joined together by a metal element on
the handle. The burial thus probably dates to the last quarter of the 1st century AD, and the combination
of writing implements (inkwell, stylus and two iron pens as well as possibly the small knife) with bathing
equipment is once again noticeable.

56 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid with silver design depicting an ivy tendril between a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design;
diameter: 44mm (Noll 1988, 94-5, pl. 7.2). Now in Vindonissa Museum Brugg (Inv. No. 431.9). Holliger
(1986, 26, fig. 6, KAA 431.9) notes that a knob mentioned in the inventory is now missing.

60 Volubilis (Morocco)
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with a pair of ‘laufender Hund/running scrolls’ designs (Noll 1988, 96-7;
Albertini 1931, 181-2, with fig. on p. 181). Diameter 48mm; now in Volubilis Museum. Found “dans la
piscine du forum”.

36 Wijchen (Netherlands)
Double inkwell, with one well and the other only partially preserved; solder spots indicate where they
were joined together. The inkwells are thin-walled, cylindrical and divided into three undecorated zones
by lathe-turned ridges (Koster 1997, 90; see Gerhart-Witteveen & Koster 1993, 46, No. 89; Koster 1993,
303). On inkwell 1 the inner lid is missing but the cover, which is decorated with a double silver and
niello scroll design (laufender Hund), survives. The hinge next to the central opening is still visible. The
damaged inkwell has a slightly curved stamp ([E]X OF SOC) on the carefully lathe-finished base. This
stamp is larger and more legible than on other examples. Inkwell 2 still has the inner lid, which has an
off-centre knob. Height: 4.4cm; diameter 2.9cm. Acc. No. 9.1942.22
From a Roman cemetery ‘on the Bullenkamp in Wijchen’; Koster (1997, 13) states that this inkwell is
likely to have come from a burial associated with a villa thought to date from the 2nd century onwards.

76 Zemun Polje, Belgrade (Serbia)
Inkwell lid, with laurel wreath framed by a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design (Cvjeticanin 2004, 120,
fig. 7; Dimitrijevic 1969, 89, pl. 11b). The inkwell lid comes from 3rd century contexts near the road from

Singidunum to Sirmium; at Zemun Polje a settlement, altar/temple, ‘ 2nd-3rd century ‘mutatio’ building
with hypocaust and a 4th century tower were excavated.

45 Provenance unknown but possibly from Rome; now in Munich
The body of this inkwell is decorated with a scale design and five rings; diameter 27mm, height 41mm
(Noll 1988, 92-93, pl. 7.3). The lid (diameter 27mm) has a silver design of a laurel wreath set between a
‘laufender Hund/running scross’ design. Now in the Staatliche Antikensammlung München (Inv. No.
3773).
46 Provenance unknown but possibly from Rome/Italy; now in Vienna
Inkwell with ring handle; the body is decorated with a scale design and four pairs of bands (Noll 1988,
94-5, pl. 7.5). Diameter 38mm, height 45mm. The lid (diameter 38mm) is decorated in silver with a
laurel wreath. Originally from the Castellani Collection, Rome and now in the Wiener Kunsthistorisches
Museum, Inv. No. VI 4978).

47 Provenance unknown, but probably Italy
Double-inkwell now in the British Museum, with both vessels decorated with scenes from the Telephos
myth; height 40mm, diameter 27mm (Noll 1988, 90-91; Walters 1921, 24-25, Nr. 90 & 91, figs. 32-33;
Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,5). Inv. Nos.: 1853.2-18.7 and 1853.2-18.6; acquired at Count Milano’s sale in
1853. The lids have a diameter of 25mm and are decorated with an ivy tendril framed by a band of the
‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design on each side; paired bands also decorate the base and top of the
vessels. The vessel bodies are of bronze with inlaid decoration of silver (figures), gold (ivy tendrils on lid)
and a black material originally described as niello but now known to be artificially patinated alloy wire or
thin sheet (drapery, shield and boots). Scientific analysis has demonstrated that the black patina was
created by combining copper with small amounts of gold (for the lids) and silver (for the bodies: GiumlaMair & Craddock 1993, 27-29, Table 2, figs. 12-15). The inlays for the female bodies are missing, and the
colour visible now is that of the still unpatinated alloy while the males and the hind have inlays made of
silver. The right arm of the left warrior is also missing, revealing a deeply incised outline (the keying); the
same effect is visible at the head of the other warrior. Cassandra’s right arm is in silver, in contrast to the
rest of the body; so is one branch of the tree above the hind. The detail of musculature on Hercules and
the warriors and on the body of the hind are rendered by fine incisions. The area where the two
inkwells were once joined is left empty, and there are two vertical lines on both inkwells in that location.
The lid fits neatly inside the body; it is decorated with gold ivy leaves and running scroll; the inner lid rim
is of silver and still has the hinge mechanism on one side and a small hole on the interior on the
opposing side. The base has circular rings but no sign of feet.
The scenes are interpreted by Walters (1921, 24-25) as depicting (on the first inkwell) a seated figure of
Hercules, the hind that suckled Telephos, Telephos himself holding a branch and a seated woman,
probably his wife Astyoche. On the second is a scene interpreted as combat between Eurypylos, the son

of Telephos, with Neoptolemos; rushing towards them is Cassandra, to whom Eurypylos was betrothed.
The seated figure may again be Telephos.

48 Provenance unknown, now in Athens
Complete inkwell with the entire body decorated with a scale design in three wide bands (Noll 1988, 967, pl. 8.4). The vessel is 45mm high and 45mm in diameter. The lid is decorated with an ivy tendril
between ‘laufender Hund/running scrolls’ designs in silver and gold (diameter 45mm). Noll (1988, 87)
suggests that this came to Athens through the antiques trade.

49 Provenance unknown, now in British Museum
Inkwell of unknown provenance now in the British Museum (Noll 1988, 90-91). The lid has a diameter of
43mm and is decorated with a silver ivy tendril. The body of the vessel is “profiliert” or moulded and the
top and base are described as projecting (Walters 1899, 338, No. 2680).
What is clearly the same inkwell is described in the British Museum online catalogue as “bronze ink-pot
with a hinged lid, decorated with silver inlay; also four fragments (Greek & Roman Antiquities G69/7;
Inv. No.: 1895,0105.2). Height: 5.08 centimetres”. This appears to be a composite object with a lid of
Type Noll set onto the body of a Type Biebrich inkwell (my No. 455) and an unrelated base.
The lid has a silver ivy tendril without the usual running scroll border; the lid protrudes significantly
beyond the body of the inkwell to which it is now glued. The interior lid is a plain circular disc with a
hinge to one side. In the centre is a rectangular slot. The diameter of the body is 3cm (H.: 3.8cm) and it
appears to be of the Biebrich Type (No. 455). It has a band of beading above the everted base and below
the everted top; this is followed by a moulding with a band of beading on the side facing towards the
middle; the latter is marked by four bands, the outer ones beads and the inner ones herringbone (as in
the Pompeii example). There are some deep cut marks – one horizontal and the other a Y-shape.
The body is now glued to what is clearly an unrelated base (diameter: 5cm); it is a of a shallow bell shape
with a rim around the base.
This inkwell was purchased from Henry Wallis in 1895 for £22; Henry Wallis was a Pre-Raphaelite painter
and collector but there is no information as to where this object was said to be from 3. The four
fragments consist of the lock mechanism (1.2cm) and three very small bronze fragments.

3

His papers in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, include correspondence with curators, collectors, archaeologists
and institutions such as Augustus Wollaston Franks, Gaston Maspero, Hercules Read, William Flinders Petrie
and the Victoria & Albert Museum (information kindly supplied by George Benson, British Museum).

50 Provenance unknown, now in Mainz
A lid from Mainz is decorated with an ivy tendril in silver between a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’
design; this has a diameter of 31mm (Noll 1988, 92-3). This object was in the Römisch-Germanisches
Zentralmuseum (inv. No. 0.12.206) but was lost during the war.
51 Provenance unknown, now in Mainz
Inkwell lid decorated in silver and niello with a laurel wreath between a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’
design (Noll 1988, 92-3, fig. 1.1). Diameter: 40mm; lost during the war. RGZM 12.205

52 Provenance unknown (but probably Carnuntum), now in Munich
Inkwell vessel has 2 narrow and 2 wider bands, and once had a ring handle; the base is stamped with EX
OF SOCR (Noll 1988, 92-3, pl. 7.4). The vessel height is 41mm, the diameter 37mm. The lid has a silver
design consisting of an elaborate ivy tendril framed by a ‘running Hund’ design; the diameter is 40mm;
the inner lid also survives. Now in the Prähistorische Staatssammlung München (Inv. No. 1975,884).
Annelies Koster kindly provided photos from the Museum and Noll, which illustrate the body, lid and
base. This shows that the stamp is curved and the plain body is divided into three zones by incised lines.
The knob on the inner lid is unusually elongated. The documentation suggests that this inkwell is
originally from Carnuntum.

53 Provenance unknown, probably Anatolia, now in Solingen, Deutsches Klingenmuseum
Bronze inkwell, with only the inner lid missing; H.: 37mm, diameter: 35mm. The body is divided into
three zones by incised lines; the two lower zones are decorated with a scale design, the top with
hatching. On one side there are traces of soldering in the shape of an elongated triangle, possibly from a
handle or attached vessel. The lid is decorated with a design in silver consisting of a central ivy wreath
framed by bands of the running scroll design. On the downturned inner rim is a circular opening
(1,5mm) located opposite the hinge that once held the inner lid/stopper.
The inkwell is said to come from a rich assemblage described as a doctor’s grave and bought by the
Deutsche Klingenmuseum from a Frankfurt antiques dealer (Inv. Nos.: 65.7-65.61). This consists of
medical (scalpel, hooks, speculum) and cosmetic/medical instruments (tweezers, spoon-probes, earscoops, cylindrical elongated containers, two wooden boxes containing glass vessels), a glass aryballos,
another wooden box, the inkwell and two styli, a distaff, spoon, several (prehistoric) needles and
another inkwell, which is thought to early modern or possibly Byzantine.
This assemblage has only been noted (Uhlemann 1964, 28-9) and is essentially unpublished, but the
museum 4 holds a draft report on the whole assemblage by Ernst Künzl (see also: von Boeselager 1989,
233, footnote 50). Künzl suggests that this is not in fact a closed grave assemblage, noting the
prehistoric needles, the post-Roman second inkwell and late date of some of the elongated containers
(AD 400-700). Many of the remaining objects date to the 2nd century, and it is just possible that the core
4
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of the assemblage, including the inkwell, was in fact a doctor’s grave but this cannot now be
ascertained.

54 Provenance unknown, now in Vienna
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with a ‘laufender Hund/running scroll’ design; diameter 30mm (Noll 1988,
94-5). Now in the Kunsthistorische Museum Wien (Inv. No. VI 4861).

55 Provenance unknown, now in Vienna
Inkwell lid decorated in silver with an ivy tendril; diameter 39mm (Noll 1988, 94-5, pl. 7.6). Now in the
Kunsthistorische Museum Wien (Inv. No. VI 4991).
59 Provenance unknown, now in Zadar Museum (Croatia)
Complete and highly decorated inkwell now in Zadar Archaeological Museum (Inv. No. 4934). The vessel
(diameter 67mm, height 85mm) is decorated with ivy tendrils in silver near the top and the base; round
the middle is a pearl band framed by ‘laufender Hund/running scrolls’ designs (Noll 1988, 96-7, pl. 8.5).
The lid (diameter 67mm) has an outer part joined to the vessel and decorated in silver with a vine tendril
between ‘laufender Hund/running scrolls’ designs; the inner lid has an ivy tendril and ‘laufender
Hund/running scrolls’ designs on its outer edge. This inkwell is also discussed and illustrated by Popovic
(1969, 127, No. 231; cf. Bilkei 1980, 70).

62 Vaison (France)
Inkwell now in the Louvre, Paris (Noll 1988, 92-3; Albertini 1930, 46, fig. 2; Descamps-Lequime 2005,
2006). The inkwell body is decorated with a niello, silver and gold design depicting Aphrodite and her
followers; diameter 48mm, height 45mm. The lid has a laurel wreath in gold and a ‘laufender
Hund/running scroll’ design in silver; diameter 48mm.
The inkwell is an antiquarian discovery without a recorded context or date, which was acquired by the
Louvre in 1883 (Descamps-Lequime 2006, 6). The hinge for the inner lid survives and the outer lid has a
design of a gold laurel wreath framed on either side by a double band of running scrolls. The soldered
base has concentric rings in relief and two of the original three silver pelta-shaped feet survive
(Descamps-Lequime 2006, fig. 7). The design on the body is framed at the top and base by a double
band of running scrolls. There is a blank area providing a start/end area, suggesting that the decoration
could be read by turning the inkwell (Descamps-Lequime 2006, 12). Depicted are Venus and Psyche,
Eros playing Adonis, a female follower of Venus and six cupids. Also shown are several birds, identified
as the iynx of Greek mythology, which symbolises seduction (wryneck). The scene is that of Adonis
returning injured from the hunt (ibid., 20). This is a piece of exquisite workmanship, with the bodies
rendered in silver and details of the drapery and the cupids’ wings picked out in gold.

Type Noll Variants and uncertain identifications
438 Doncaster (UK)
Marvell & Owen-John (1997, 254) refer to an inkwell lid from Doncaster that has silver and niello inlay in
a leafy scroll pattern; this could well be an inkwell lid of Type Noll, but I was unable to obtain more
detailed information. SF No DT/SK 269.

418 Niederdorla, Thüringen (Germany)
Copper-alloy inkwell lid, which from the description (outer lid with ‘laufender Hund’, hinged inner lid)
appears to be of Type Noll; the base has two opposing pieces of metal, possibly feet (pers. com Thomas
Schierl; to be published as part of Corpus der Römischen Funde im Europäischen Barbaricum
Deutschland Thüringen). Diameter: 4.7cm. From an unpublished 1968 excavation of a Roman settlement
(,,Mallindenfeld", Schnitt 1 168, Streufund zu Haus 3168) and dated to the second half of the 2nd
century- 1st half of the 3rd century. Nearby is an important Germanic and earlier sanctuary (BehmBlancke 2002).

65 Saalburg (Germany)
A possible bronze inkwell lid is decorated with silver inlay depicting four lotus tendrils and palmettes
(Noll 1937, 10; Anon. 1930, 29, pl. IV,30). Found on the southern side of the Quaestorium and thought
to date to the beginning of the 2nd century. Diameter 5cm.

Decorated ?Gaulish inkwells with inner flange
66 Provenance unknown, said to be Carnuntum
Inkwell lid with an unusual decorative band defined by a single line on the inside and a double line on
the utside; the decoration consists of three running birds separated by a vase/bowl, a ?rosette and a
?bush (Noll 1988, 89, fig. 1.6). This is incised onto the lid in what are described as broad strokes; the
hinged inner lid is missing. Diameter: 4,4cm. This lid was bought by the Prähistorischen Staatssammlung
München (Inv. 1976, 109) from a Munich coin dealer in 1976, and is said to be from Carnuntum.
383 Caerwent Temple, Gwent (UK)
Top of an inkwell, decorated by concentric grooves and dot patterns. Centre sunken with a notch for the
hinge of the lid on the top edge. SF 880 (214) Phase 1a/b. Context 214 is a patch of charcoal and burnt
clay in a make-up level. Phase 1a/b is dated to the late first / early second century, long before the
temple was built and when the site had strip buildings fronting onto the main road through Caerwent
(information kindly provided by Evan Chapman, National Museums Wales).

67 Günzenhausen, Eching, Freising (Germany)
Bronze inkwell, now crushed and damaged; the body is decorated with bands of incised lines. The top is
described as being decorated with a ‘wavy band’; also preserved is part of the hinge for the inner lid
(Fasold 1987/8, 209, fig. 7.10). On the base is a curved stamp: EX•OFI•VM; H.: 4,5cm, base diameter:
3,6cm (cf. Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,4). This inkwell was found in a cremation double burial, apparently
associated with the remains of a juvenile (Grave 4a) who appears to have been buried with an older
woman (40-50 years old: Grave 4b). Multiple food offerings are represented by animal bones of 1 young
and 2 whole pigs, 2 chicken, 2 goats). This late Trajanic grave contained pottery and other objects such
as the knives that have links with Raetia/Noricum but the iron brooch in 4b and some of the pottery may
point to a ‘Germanic’ origin of the people buried here (ibid. 191-2). Detailed discussion under Type Noll
above, as the lid may have had niello inlay (Fünfschilling 2012, 191).
384 Loughor/Leucarum, West Glamorgan (UK)
Inkwell outer lid with a recessed central section and the remains of the hinge for the inner lid; on part of
the outer lid a punch-dot decoration (or possible inscription) survive while the remainder is corroded
(Marvell & Owen-John 1997, 253-4, fig. 96, No. 75). 53\1908 (533). According to Museum records (kindly
provided by Dr Mark Lewis) this equates to: fill of robber trench of Building 3.12; Period VII (Phase 16) c.AD 115/120 - c.260. Now in Cardiff National Museum (Acc. No. 98.6H/3.75). Building 3.12 is the fort’s
praetorium (Marvell & Owen-John 1997, 174-184).
97 Nijmegen West cemetery (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, cylindrical inkwell divided into three undecorated zones by lathe-turned lines; this inkwell
was formed over a mould and the finished on the lathe. A ring is fixed to a tapering sheet of bronze with
a split pin. The cover is tin-plated and decorated with a punched dotted wave motif bordered on the
outside by two concentric lines (Koster 2013, 158-9, fig. 76; Koster 1997, 91; see Gerhart-Witteveen &
Koster 1993, 46, No. 90). Its centre is pushed down to receive the hinged lid, which is also decorated
with punched scrolls. The lid has a profiled bronze knob attached to a heart-shaped/triangular bolt.
Koster (2013, 158-9) suggests it may be of Gaulish manufacture. Height 3.9cm; diameter 3.6cm.
Ulp.1982.460mc
From Grave 11 in the west cemetery, dated to the end of the 1st-beginning of the 2nd century (AD 95110) on the basis of associated finds, in particular an as of Domitian struck in 90/1 AD. This rich burial
was in a wooden chest placed in the southern masonry enclosure. In addition to the inkwell there were
an iron jug and a bronze bucket as well as pottery vessels (9 samian vessels, 5 other ceramic vessels) and
glass (11 bottles, an urn, two ollae). Also within the chest was the inkwell, spatula, three styli, a pin and
a knife as well as a fibula made from bronze wire; remains of gold thread were also found. Some pyre
remains, in particular the burnt coin and burnt samian were placed on top of the chest. The cremated
remains were of a female aged between 20 and 30.

Other stamped and decorated 1st- 2nd century inkwells (sometimes
probably Type Noll)
87 Althaldensleben, Sachsen-Anhalt (Germany)
Fragments of an inkwell, including the base which has concentric rings and a stamp SOCRA; Diameter
25mm (Becker et al. 2006, 54, pl. 56.4). There is also a fragment from the upper vessel wall, which has
two concentric rings and below that possibly cross hatching (ibid., pl. 54.4). Stray find (pre-1920) from a
cemetery, which also produced two other imported bronze vessels. Now in LDA Halle (HK 20:502). This
is CIL XIII, 3,2,10036.83, which Koster (1997, 90) lists as Magdeburg.

88 Carnuntum (Austria)
Inkwell base fragment, bearing a curved stamp originally read as EX OF LON (= EX OF(icina) Lon(giinus)
[SOC(crates)]; diameter 1.6cm (Erkel et al. 1999, 75, pl. 51, No. 98.9). This has since been re-read as EX
OF(icina) COR (nelius) (Jilek 2000, 98, footnote 14). The damaged inkwell base was found in Grave 98, a
cremation burial, with the cremated bones contained in an organic container and covered with tiles
(Erkel et al. 1999, 158). The other grave goods consist of an indented ceramic beaker, another beaker,
two ceramic jugs, two tazzae/incense burners, a factory lamp stamped by [FO]RTIS, three iron nails and
a worn As of Antoninus Pius. The assemblage can be dated to the 2nd half of the 2nd century; the
cremated remains are of a mature (41-60 years old) unsexed individual. The grave is part of a cemetery
located south of the civilian settlement, and excavated during a watching brief in 1985.

89 Crundale, Kent (UK)
Small cylindrical brass box with diameter of 37mm and height of 40mm, identified as a brass box in RIB
II, 2 but almost certainly an inkwell. Found in 1984 during excavation of a 2nd century cremation at the
Limeworks by the Canterbury Archaeological Trust; on the base is the stamp: [E]X OF SOCR[…] – from
the workshop of Socrates (Frere & Tomlin 1991, 51, No. 2415.34). This maker is known from a number
of inkwells in Nijmegen (Koster 1997). The inkwell is described as of very thin metal (1mm thickness),
and apparently made with a former before lathe-finishing, a technique characteristic of the Socrates
inkwells from Nijmegen. It is decorated with bands defined by finely incised grooves; solder on the side
may have been for the attachment of a chain or handle (Britannia 16 (1985), 328). Bennett (1984)
provides a short summary of the site, which remains otherwise unpublished; there were at least nine
cremations as well as settlement features (Emailed Jake Weekes 2014 for details).

90-91 Florence (Italy)
Koster (1997, 89, No. 121 refers to a cylindrical inkwell from Florence stamped by Longinius Socrates. In
fact there are two, with slightly varying spelling of EX OFLON SOC and EX OFLON SOCRA (CIL XI,2,1, 6720,
9a-b).

92 London, London Wall (UK)
Bronze inkwell with diameter of 41mm and height of 45mm, with central hole in the lid. 19th century
find, now in Museum of London. Stamp on the base EX OF COR (ex of[ficina] Cor(...), from the workshop
of Cornelianus (Frere & Tomlin 1991, 51, No. 2415.33). This is the same as Guildhall Museum Catalogue
(Anon. 1908), 43, No. 307 (cf. Britannia 15 (1984), 344) and the same as Ward (1911, fig. 64D). The
inkwell has a tapering sheet of bronze on the side, to which a handle was originally fitted (see Koster
1997, 89). The main body is decorated with two pairs of incised lines and there is a single line just above
the base (not in Ward’s drawing). The slightly domed lid fits neatly onto the body – on one half a
soldered strip of beaded/ridged copper-alloy survives. The hole in the lid (1.3cm diameter) has some
damage on one side, which appears to be for a hinged inner lid. H.: 45mm, diameter 41mm; Acc.No.
1342, on display in Museum of London.

470 Mérida (Emerita Augusta, Spain)
Complete inkwell, with a stamp that may read AM.VRSEIVS or A.MURSEIVS; there is some doubt about
the first two letters and a possible punctuation between them But the maker may be either Urseius
/Urselus or Murselus/Murseius. (Bejarano Osorio 2014, 78-81 and pers. com; pers. com. Francisco Javier
Alonso López). The body of the inkwell is divided into three zones decorated with ‘hatching’ by circular
lines; the lid is plain apart from concentric lines. The inner lid appears to have a large circular knob.
This is from Grave 2, a cremation in a brick chamber that also contained medical instruments (two
tweezers/clamps, a probe, a scalpel, a cauterising iron), iron shears and what are described as
medical/cosmetic objects (ceramic vessel with spout, glass unguent and oil jar, spoon-probe, a highly
polished green limestone stone palette; four elongated iron spoons on a D-shaped loop, which might
well be strigils). Also found were an iron stylus and 26 black and 26 white gaming pieces, an illegible
bronze coin, iron rods and iron fragments and a ceramic lamp with signs of use. Numerous nails
(including hobnails), the grave goods and the cremated remains were in the central/southern part of the
grave. The assemblage is dated to the middle of the 1st century AD (Bejarano Osorio 2014, 15-16).

77 Mintia, near Deva (Romania)
Cvjeticanin (2004, 120, footnote 16) mentions an inkwell stamped by Socrates (pers. com Petrovszky).

93 Mtskheta, Tiblisi (Georgia)
A copper-alloy cylindrical vessel with lid was found at Mtskheta (ancient Tbilisi, Georgia); on the base is
an engraving EX O CALPVRNI (ex officine Calpurni'). The vessel was found in the 1870s, and is now in the
Caucasus Department of the State Hermitage [Acc.No. 5502]; Height 4 cm, diam. 3.8 cm (Koster 2013,
footnote 664; Sovetskaiia arkheologiia 1 1964, 220, footnotes 138-140 5).
94 Nijmegen (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, cylindrical inkwell, divided into two undecorated zones by horizontal, lathe-turned grooves
(Koster 2013, 157; Koster 1997, 90; see Gerhart-Witteveen & Koster 1993, 46, No. 88). A tapering piece
of sheet bronze with a small loop fixed to it would once have held a ring handle. The carefully lathefinished base has a slightly curved stamp [E]X OF SOCR. The round cover is decorated with three
concentric grooves; the circular central opening has a tiny cylindrical tube soldered to it, which acts as a
seating for the lid, and between it and the rim the hinge of the lid could be fastened. This small lid had a
bone knob and a bolt; the latter is covered on the inside by a roundel of sheet bronze, embossed with
the design of a horse pacing to the left. This is similar to Koster No. 121 (my No. 37) above, and
presumably of the same workshop. However, it does lack the niello and silver lid design. Height: 4cm;
diameter: 3.6cm. Ulp.1983.580mg.
From Grave 21 in Nijmegen-west cemetery, which is dated on the basis of other finds to the first quarter
of the 2nd century (AD 100-120; Koster 2013, 71-73; Koster 1994, 249). In contrast to the other rich
graves containing writing equipment from this cemetery Grave 21 is not located within a masonry
enclosure. It does, however, share the practice of placing the cremation in a chamber lined with wooden
planks. There were four samian plates and four cups, other ceramic vessels (3 beakers, a pitcher, a bowl
and a flagon) and a lamp of type Loeschcke IX stamped SATTONIS. Also found were a glass jug and a
flask. In addition to the inkwell there was a bronze jug and bronze handled bathing dish; on the latter
rested an iron strigil. The handled dish has two punched inscriptions, both male (Cornelius Asmenus,
possibly a freedman, and Sextus Fassidius Soenus). An iron open hanging lamp, a knife, a pin with a
bronze lion on top of it and a key complete the assemblage. Anthropological analysis of the cremated
remains identified an individual older than 20 years of undetermined sex.
95 Risstissen, Ehingen (Germany)
Lower part of a bronze inkwell, with a diameter of 4cm (Ulbert 1970, 30, pl. 10, 148). The thin walls of
the body are largely missing; the base is thicker and soldered on. The base originally had three
decorative feet, of which one survives; there is also a stamp (0.8cm) of the maker GALLVS.
The exact context is not recorded but at this site two auxiliary forts (Claudio-Neronian & Vespasianic), a
vicus and cemetery are known. From the same site (and possibly even the same vessel) comes an inner
lid (No. 96) of Type Biebrich, with an onion- or poppy-shaped knob.

5

Thanks to Heinrich Härke for translation of this reference.

67 Günzenhausen, Eching, Freising (Germany)
Bronze inkwell, now crushed and damaged; the body is decorated with bands of incised lines. The top is
described as being decorated with a ‘wavy band’; also preserved is part of the hinge for the inner lid
(Fasold 1987/8, 209, fig. 7.10). On the base is a curved stamp: EX•OFI•VM; H.: 4,5cm, base diameter:
3,6cm (cf. Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,4). Fünfschilling (2012, 191) states that the lid has niello decoration,
in which case it would certainly belong to Type Noll.
This inkwell was found in a cremation double burial, apparently associated with the remains of a
juvenile (Grave 4a) who appears to have been buried with an older woman (40-50 years old: Grave 4b).
Multiple food offerings are represented by animal bones of 1 young and 2 whole pigs, 2 chicken, 2
goats). This late Trajanic grave contained pottery and other objects such as the knives that have links
with Raetia/Noricum but the iron brooch in 4b and some of the pottery may point to a ‘Germanic’ origin
of the people buried here (ibid. 191-2). The site is on a hilltop, near some important roads and traces of
settlement activity are recorded nearby (ibid., fig. 2).
Grave 4a: urn with lid, inkwell, stylus, two curved iron knives, an iron nail, bronze fragments (elongated,
attachment and two chain loops), a brooch of Type Almgren 68 (kräftig profiliert), six bone gaming
pieces and some molten glass as well as fragments of a samian bowl (Drag. 37), 2 jars and a bowl.
Grave 4b: urn with lid, 3 coins (As Domitian/Trajan, AD 81/117; As Trajan AD 98/117, unidentified), iron
trumpet-headed brooch (Almgren 85), fragment of bronze2 hobnails and 1 large iron nail, fragments of
iron sheet, a bone hairpin, molten glass from at least four glass vessels, 4 samian Drag 37 bowls, 1 Curle
11, 2 Drag 18/31; ceramic jug, 3 ceramic beaker, mortarium, 4 bowls, 6 plates and 1 jar (ibid, fig. 16).
One of the plates had an owner’s name (MARCI) scratched onto it.
106 Aquileia (Italy)
In the cemetery along the Via gemina to the north-east of the town a burial area containing twelve urns
and an inhumation was excavated; a large stone urn contained a glass cremation urn and a set of writing
equipment. This consisted of two inkwells (105-106), ivory writing tablets, an ivory ring, five iron styli,
an ivory pen with the handle ending in a hoof, an iron knife, a silver spoon and a wax spatula.
Inkwell No. 10 (105) is made from silver; on the base of the other (No. 11; 106), which has concentric
rings, there is a maker’s stamp (A. RVBBI) in a rectangular frame (Maionica 1903, 363-4). The body is
described as being divided into three strips decorated with delicate, incised palmettes.
This assemblage has now been published by Michel Feugère (2000; cf. Božič & Feugère 2004, 25, fig. 21).
He suggests that the cremated remains may have been divided between the stone and glass urn, and
that the grave goods are not burnt (Feugère 2000, 124). Inkwell No. 10 is a silver inkwell with a niello
decoration on the lid and No. 11 a bronze inkwell carved with decorations and signed on the underside
with MRVBBI. The illustration shows that the decoration consists of two bands of fine cross hatching and
a band with a zigzag and circle design (Božič & Feugère 2004, fig. 21). The archaeological reports listed a
handle in relation with the inkwell but this is now untraceable. Feugère (2000, 124) hypotheses that the
handle was part of a container, a box or a case (made out of perishable material) where all these writing
tools were stored (similar to a box for the instrumentaria medici). The bronze inkwell has a deposit

inside which could either be a residue of black ink or could be interpreted as a layer of lead for making
the container watertight.
The stamp is of considerable interest: Feugère (2000, 124-125) suggests Marcus Rubbius might be the
same bronze metal producer that stamped the handle now in Rome with CI M. RVBR//// (Petrovszky
1993, 293, GNr R. 05.01; cf. Bilkei 1980, 71). Feugère (2000, 124) argues that contrary to the common
view of Aquileia as an important production center in Northern Adriatic Italy, the almost complete
absence of stamps regarding bronze makers is evidence that Aquileia was not an important center for
metal production.

107 Berlingen, Tomveld (Belgium)
Incomplete, cylindrical bronze inkwell with raised base and pairs of incised rings decorating the body
and framing bands decorated with a leaf or palmette design (Roosens & Lux 1973, 25, fig. 16.10). Also
surviving are both the outer lid and the inner lid/stopper with a ring handle; the diameter of the lid is
4.4.cm. This inkwell comes from a rich tumulus grave, where it was placed in a wooden chamber/box
with ceramic and glass vessels, lamps, a pair of dice, an axe, a spearhead, iron shears and other writing
equipment (wax spatula, bronze pen knife, a pair of dividers and bone tool now usually interpreted as a
ruler). As in other rich graves of this type there is evidence for feasting and grooming (glass oil flask,
shears). The tumulus had a diameter of 28m and is dated to the early Flavian period; the cremated
remains are of a young male. The plan (ibid, fig. 14) shows that the inkwell is located on its own in the
NW corner while the other writing equipment lay nearby, possibly originally in a bundle or container.
The tumulus is associated with a villa located ca. 375m to the south.
108 Nida/Frankfurt-Heddernheim (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with finely incised leaf designs on the wall, arranged in two bands defined by horizontal
circular lines at the base, middle and top (Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,1; Fasold 2006, 12-13, pl. 3.1). The
base has concentric rings; H.: 5.8cm, diam.: 5.5cm.
This is a cremation burial (Grave 3) uncovered between 1899 and 1901 on ‘Geisels Acker’ (Inv.Nr. α
503.a-g). It also contained two lamps of Wetteraurer Ware, one pear-shaped and the other of Type
Loeschcke X) and two further lamps (one of Type Loeschcke IXb and one of Type X); the latter is stamped
NERI. Two ceramic jugs were also found. The grave is dated on the basis of the lamps and pottery to
Phase ZA3b (=AD 125/30-150/60).
109 Pompeii (Italy)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell with bands of circular incised decoration; stylised leaves decorate the body
around the rim (from the photo and very brief description it is unclear whether these are on the body
(incised) or on the lid (possibly inlay?)). Found with a bronze pen (Lista 1989, 192, No. 138; National
Museum Naples Inv. No. 75083; A.E.P MN1790; cf. Blanck 1997, fig. 14; Piranomonte 2016, fig. 9).

110 Sopron (Hungary)
From the cremation cemetery of Scarbantia, old evangelical cemetery (LFM (Sopron), Inv. No.
55.127.14). Bronze cylindrical inkwell with sets of circular lines towards base and top of body, which is
covered with a dense ‘net’ design (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III, No. 30). H.: 4cm, diameter 3.6cm.

Inkwells with rotating aperture cover
146-148 Augst (Switzerland)
146: Inkwell lid with off-centre opening and three rivets arranged in a line; the rim is collar-shaped and
there are fragmentary remains of the lower part of the lid (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 138). Found
in a context dated to AD 40-60 (but with little pottery) in Insula 22; also found was a bronze sealbox. Inv.
1970.6777; diameter: 2,2cm.
147: Possible inkwell lid with one central and two smaller, aligned holes; one still contains a rivet and is
connected to a piece of sheet metal below (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 139). From an undated
context in Insula 17; Inv. 1937.2122; diameter: 3,6cm.
No. 148: Possible inkwell lid with one larger central and two further aligned holes; Inv. 1968.1494;
Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 140). From an undated context in Region 20A/20X. Diameter: 3cm.
149 Batina-Kiskőszeg (Croatia)
Lid and parts of the body of a bronze inkwell; the body is decorated with double lines. The lid has three
small knobs and an off-centre opening with a turnable lid (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 144). Diameter of
lid: 4.3cm. Bilkei (1980, 82) states that this lid was erroneously described as having niello and silver
design by Noll (1937, 10, No. 15) but it is more likely that there are two inkwell lids of differing design
from this site.

150 Bonn, Rheindorfer Weg (Germany)
From a stone sarcophagus comes a cylindrical inkwell decorated with a series of horizontal lines; it has a
complex mechanism to close the inner lid. The outer lid is fitted over the top of the body, resulting in a
pronounced rim. The inner lid could be turned to align opening and allow access to the ink
(Lindenschmit 1911, 308, fig. 3). Height: ca. 7cm (estimated from drawing).
The original publication describes the lid mechanism in more detail: the projecting top has a lid soldered
to it; above this is a second lid, which is connected to it by a central rivet. This can be turned by means of
a further two knobs in such a way as to align the small holes in the two lids – thus by turning the upper lid
the ink can be accessed or securely closed off (Weerth 1882, 95-6). The antiquarian report states that this
inkwell was found with another, plain example (H.: 4cm) with a projecting lid in two stone sarcophagi at
this site, together with cremation urns, a small ceramic cup (with DAMI written on it) and a glass vessel.
The second inkwell is not illustrated but the assemblage is dated to the mid-Roman period.

151 Intercisa (Hungary)
From cremation grave XVII/26 in the ‘Grosse Gräberfeld’ comes a bronze inkwell lid, which was found
with a worn bronze of Trajan (MNM Budapest, Inv. No. 97.1909.112). The lid is of thin bronze and has
three small knobs and a small opening with a turnable lid (Bilkei 1980, 81, No. 112, not illustrated;
Radnóti 1957, 211, No 27, pl. XLIII,5). Diameter: 3.7cm; traces of solder on the lower part of the lid.
152 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell decorated with four bands of lines; the removable and projecting lid has three
small knobs (the disc turns around the central one) and a small turnable lid (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No.
133; Radnóti 1957, 220, No. 32, pl. XLIII, 1 and 3). The body is fragmented and Bilkei found only the
lower part in the museum (MNM Budapest, Inv. No. 18.1910.13) while Radnóti illustrates only the upper
part. H.: 8cm, diameter of base 3.5cm, of lid: 4.8cm.

153 Nagylók (Hungary)
Bronze inkwell made from thin sheet metal, of which only the lid and a chain survives; this is of the type
with three knobs and turnable lower and upper lids (Szabó 1984, 106, pl. LIV,2). From a chariot grave,
which also contained a bronze jug, patera and a globular pot with three feet. Now in the National
Hungarian Museum, Budapest; diameter 7,8cm. The same grave is illustrated in Archaeologiai Értesitő
(10, 1890, 122, pl. C/I, 13-14), together with a folding chair. For a recent discussion see Mráv 2013, 119120.
154 Saalburg (Germany)
Bronze inkwell lid, showing the mechanism very well: the lower lid is soldered on while the upper,
toothed lid can be turned around the central rivet in such a way as to align the holes (12mm) in both lids
(Jacobi 1897, 451-2, pl. 70,1). Fünfschilling (2012, 193, fig. 44,1) notes the serrated edge of the inner top
disc but this does not normally appear on other inkwell lids of the ‘3 knob type’.

155 Tongres, now in Liége Museum (Belgium)
Bronze inkwell, originally said to be from Tongres, now in Liége Museum. This is a complete inkwell with
a projecting lid and three knobs allowing the upper lid to be rotated to open and close an off-centre
opening (Schuermans 1874; Renard 1904, 11, pl. 1.1). Diameter: 5,2cm, height: 7,5cm. Renard (1904, 11,
footnote 3) notes another example from Tongres, in the collection Huybrigts.
436 Cologne (Germany)
Very large and heavy inkwell, which appears to have considerable amounts of iron corrosion on the
base, body and especially the lid. Diameter 4.9cm, height 7.3cm. RGM Acc. No. N3691. The body is cast
and decorated with six bands, each consisting of three mouldings. The base is plain, and has a slight rim,
which is unusual in inkwells. The lid is also very unusual. There is an off-centre key-hole-shaped opening,

to the side of which there are two or three upstanding elements and a flat element with a small hole,
which may have slid across. There is also another smaller opening close to the rim. The whole top
appears to have been soldered onto the body, but not overlapping it. The large size and elaborate top
may indicate that this example belongs to the 3-knob type, but the openings are not aligned as in the
other examples and the lid does not protrude.

Type Elsdorf-Cologne –Lamersdorf
125 Elsdorf, Erftkreis, Hambach (Germany)
During the excavation of a villa rustica (HA 127, so-called Hinz Villa, Hambach) in advance of industrial
coal mining in the area two graves were found to the west of the main building and within the enclosure
ditch (Gaitzsch 2001; see Gaitzsch 2000; Gaitzsch 2005, fig. 1). The graves are not yet fully studied, but
amongst the grave goods was an unusual bronze inkwell. Height: 6.9cm; diameter of base 4.8 cm,
diameter of top 5.4cm. The lid is decorated with concentric rings, of which two are more elaborate
bands that show traces of inlaid tinning to give a silver effect. The rim protrudes over the body of the
inkwell, and is slotted into it; there is a concentric central opening (diameter 1.7cm) and a smaller hole
on the outer edge, which once held a chain or string to which a stopper would have been fitted. The
inkwell was cast and then finished on the lathe, as is evident from the double circular marks on its body
and the base. X-ray images show that the inkwell in fact has two compartments, which are slotted into
each other, presumably to store dry ink below and ink diluted with water ready to use above; another
alternative is that these were separate compartments for black and red ink. Similar to the example from
Cologne, St Severin Kreuzgang, and possibly from the same workshop.
Thought to date to the 2nd half of the 2nd century on stylistic grounds; the remainder of the grave goods
await analysis, but unusually include a dagger. The dagger may be of Type Künzing and the burial is
interpreted as that of a veteran (Gaitzsch 2015, 147, Fig. 3).

126 Cologne, St Severin (Germany)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell, with a lid decorated with concentric pearl rings which is soldered to the main
vessel; there is a central opening (1.6cm) which could be closed with an inner lid (1,9cm). This is a
bronze disc fixed with wire to the actual cork stopper; a small (now broken) loop handle at the top
probably once held some string with which the lid could have been tied to a hole in the side of the outer
lid so as not to get lost. The cast ink pot is described as more solid than other examples (Päffgen 1986,
fig. 10; La Baume 1975, 230, fig. 53; Päffgen 1986, fig. 9; also Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,6; Gaitzsch 2005,
fig. 1). There are traces of silvering or tinning on the lid; RGM, Acc. No. 25, 799. Height: 6.9cm; diameter
4,8cm at base and 5,6cm at top. The inkwell still contained liquid ink, which was analysed both in 1925
and 1986; remains of a sponge were also found at the bottom (Fremersdorf 1926, 292; Wasgestian &
Quarg 1986, 179). The sponge is interesting because it may represent an import from the Mediterranean
(Päffgen 1992, 252) and was probably used for cleaning writing tools. The ink was shown to be made up

of soot (possibly pine wood) and some sand (quartz); the latter might occur when the dried ink was
ground down prior to adding water and use.
From a tiled double cremation grave, which also contained ceramic (three jugs) and glass (a beaker, a
bottle and two aryballois/bath flasks) vessels, a plain bronze handle of a wax spatula, a bronze strigil, a
simple iron knife, a folding knife with an ivory handle in the shape of a Mercury Herm and a rectangular
ivory pyxis. The ivory box would have held a circular object, but the inkwell does not fit the space. Dated
to last third of 2nd century AD on coin evidence (Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina I,
Marcus Aurelius; tpq: AD 170/1). The burial had been disturbed and artefacts removed by workmen; it
was then excavated and some artefacts retrieved by Fremersdorf (Päffgen 1992, 19-23, pl. 2-4; Päffgen
1986, figs. 2-15; Fremersdorf 1926, fig. 1). The tiled grave measured 70cmx54cmx49cm.

127 Lamersdorf, Kreis Düren (Germany)
Bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape, widening slightly towards the top; the base rises inwards, and is
decorated with concentric rings and a central raised ring. The lid deepens towards the central filling hole
and is decorated with a series of circular rings defined by horizontal or angled designs. The damaged
area may once have held the hinge for an inner lid. Lid and base have a lead layer on the inside (Piepers
1968, 467-8, fig. 12). The inkwell was found in stone sarcophagus and is thought to date to the 2nd
century AD. Height: 6.2cm; diameter 3.7cm. Dark blue substance in the interior may be ink, but the
amount was considered too small for analysis. Landesmuseum Bonn Inv. 63.1228

428 Vindolanda
Copper-alloy inkwell lid decorated with concentric mouldings (some with herringbone design) and
tinned; the opening for the inner lid has two cut-outs at opposing sides. The lid has a collar that could be
inserted into the inkwell body; a small protrusion may have helped secure it in place. Diameter of ca.
59mm; diameter of inner lid 22 x 19mm; H 16-19mm. Vindolanda Museum, Acc. No. 5858. From the
period VI (Antonine) western fort ditch fill below the foundations of the Severan fortlet and extramural
settlement (information kindly supplied by Barbara and Andy Birley).

Inkwells with keyhole aperture and lead mask
136 Óbuda – Testvérhegy, Budapest/Aquincum (Hungary)
From a stone-lined grave comes a writing set consisting of a bronze inkwell, an iron stylus, fragments of
writing tablets and a bone smoothing tool as well as coins of Philip the Arab, dating the assemblage to

the middle of the 3rd century (Bilkei 1980, 80, Nos. 92-95; Nagy 1935, 3, fig. 1; Nagy 1942, pl. LXXVI,3).
The inkwell is cylindrical and decorated with four sets of lines (two double lines in the lower half and
two triple lines in the upper half); the description states that the lid was soldered on with lead and that
the central opening was covered by a small hinged lid, which was decorated with a female head in relief
made from lead. The inkwell contained remains of ink; H.: 5cm, diameter: 3.5cm (Bilkei 1980, 80, pl. III,
No. 92).
The grave is that of a young (18 years old) adult; the skeleton does not appear to have been sexed but
the grave goods suggest a male. These consist of a silver cross-bow brooch worn on the shoulder, four
coins (1 denarius of Septimius Severus and 3 of Philip the Arab) and the writing set, which was found
next to the body (Nagy 1935, 3, fig. 1). This comprised the inkwell as described above, an iron stylus, a
bone smoothing tool and fragments of writing tablets. Also found were two iron knives, one with a bone
handle with thin silver sheeting. The exact site of the find is Haus Nr. 20.539/7.
137 Duklja, Doclea (Montenegro)
Cremation burial in a circular pit with a stone urn containing a glass cup, a bronze inkpot, two wax
spatula, a bone ruler, an iron knife with silver handle and a coin of Caracalla (198-217) as well as the
washed cremated remains (Cermanović-Kuzmanović et al. 1975, 58 & 325, Grave 21). A glass plate was
found amongst the soot and ashes outside the urn. This inkwell has three bands of incised circular lines on
the lower half of the body; the outer lid is decorated with concentric lines while the inner lead is in the
shape of a female head (Božič & Feugère 2004, 35).
138 Isaccea, Noviodunum (Romania)
A very impressive tumulus (XXX) measuring 62m in diameter and probably originally more than 5m
high contained a monumental stone sarcophagus as well as a cist and nine other burials, which are thought
to have been inserted during its construction. There are also later graves (Simion 1995).
A bronze inkwell was found in Tomb 1, a cremation burial in a stepped pit; this appears to be an in situ
(bustum?) cremation, with a ventilation pit covered by a platform of planks, which supported the pyre
(Simion 1995, 127). After the cremation the step supported the roof of the pit into which the grave goods
were placed.
This is a cylindrical inkwell with circular lines decorating the body and an inner lid in the shape of a
female head (Simion 1995, 124-5, fig. 13 b).
The grave also contained a ceramic jug, an iron sword (ibid, fig. 11g), what is described as silver fittings
from the sheath (but may in fact also be belt fittings, ibid. fig. 7a-m); the bronze sheath tip (fig. 7s), a
sword bead or amulet made from opal (fig. 6d), a bone handle with silver decoration (fig. 11f), lamps
damaged on the pyre and some iron nails and hooks. Two coins, one illegible and one of Caligula (AD
37-41), were also found. The grave is dated stratigraphically to after the central main grave containing an
adult and an adolescent woman, that is the third quarter of the second century.
The central sarcophagus has an inscription, stating that it was set up by Publius Aelius Mithres, the
arkarius (cashier) of the Roman fleet based at Noviodunum for his wife. Simion (1995, 129) suggests that
he is of eastern origin, gained citizenship under Hadrian and that it may be him that is buried in Tomb 1.

Inkwells with keyhole aperture but no cover

129 Carnuntum/Bad Deutsch-Altenburg (Austria)
Bronze inkwell with dished, projecting lid that has a keyhole-shaped opening; the lid is soldered onto the
body. H.: 5,7cm, diameter 4,8cm. Mutz (1972, 147, No. 420) states that the body must have been made
by forming and that the circular lines on the base and wall were made on the lathe. Dated to the 2nd/3rd
century (but no evidence given); Inv. No. 15015.
416 Cologne (Germany)
RGM, Acc. No. 115: Almost complete, but with damage to body wall; not certain that lid and body
belonged together originally, as lid is silvered/tinned, while body pure copper-alloy. Lid is of the dished
keyhole shape with two fine lines marking the downward step on the lid. There is a long downward
extension of about 1.3 cm that slots over the inkwell body. This has two sets of incised lines; the body
has three pairs of lines. The body seems to be formed in one (not cast). Base diameter: 3cm; lid
diameter 4cm; height: 4.7cm
417 Duklja, Doclea (Montenegro)
Bronze inkwell with bands of incised circular decoration on the body and a slot-on, dished lid with
keyhole-shaped opening; H. 7cm (Cermanović-Kuzmanović et al. 1975, 131-2 & 353, No. 284, fig. 144).
This is an unsexed adult inhumation in a grave lined by bricks and tiles; both the inkwell and a knife were
by the left hand while a glass vessel was by the right. The ‘knife’ could be a wax spatula? The grave is
dated to the 2nd half of the 3rd century (ibid., 376).

130 Drnovo (Slovenia)
Cylindrical inkwell with four sets of concentric rings on the body; the removable lid projects beyond the
body and has a central opening; H.: 6.8cm; diameter of body: 3.4cm, of lid: 4.4cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, pl.
III.6; Petru & Petru 1978, 99, pl. XXIII,1; Božič & Feugère 2004, fig. 32).

131 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Poorly preserved bronze cylindrical inkwell; described as being decorated with dense circular lines but
these are not illustrated (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 137; Radnóti 1957, 222, No. 63, pl. XLIII, 2 and 6).
The lid has a circular opening (and probably a hinged lid). H.: 5.2cm, diameter of base: 3.2cm, of lid:
4.5cm).

419 Marktoberdorf-Kohlhunden, Bavaria (Germany)
Tinned copper-alloy inkwell, with concentric rings on the body and a slightly dished lid that fits into the
body; the latter has the characteristic keyhole-shaped opening left by the hinge of the inner lid. The
latter is missing and may have been replaced in antiquity by an organic stopper (Czysz & Faber 2008,
343, fig. 57, No. 43; Czysz & Scholz 2003, 78, fig. 75). Height: ca, 60mm; diameter of base/body: 38mm,
of lid: 46mm. The inkwell was found with other writing equipment (iron wax spatula and a pen knife; all
three placed close together) as part of what is interpreted as a votive deposit on a villa rustica. Two
pierced bone triangles were initially thought to be for securing scrolls but are now identified as
triangular weaving tablets. Also found was a set of samian vessels consisting of four small plates, a Drag.
33 cup, a Drag. 43 mortarium, two Drag. 37 bowls, another bowl Niederbieber 19, two beakers with
barbotine decoration Drag. 54, a jug with white slip decoration (and six beakers Ludowici Vd. Three of
the latter have graffiti of a clearly ritual nature: one records a Sveros or Veros fulfilling his vow to
Hercules Victor, the second the dedication of the beaker and its content by Sturilles to the numen of
possibly a local place and the third states that Ducus fulfilled his vow. All three are local names, and two
graffiti are the work of ‘practised writers’. The two other beakers have an incised ‘V’, which may stand
for votum. Possibly as part of the ritual a dedication was made by each individual onto the vessel, which
may also have contained an offering. The stamps of the potters Gratus and Regulinus and the fabric
identify the samian as coming from Rheinzabern. Also present were a plate and two mortaria in local
fabrics as well as a glass jug; placed in one of the mortaria were pig and sheep/goat remains.
Also in the pit were several iron nails, an iron lock fragment, a small bronze disc and an iron tool
(possible plane) and an iron ring. The inkwell was placed close to the other writing equipment next to
some of the samian plates. The ceramic material can be dated to the mid 3rd century AD. The whole
assemblage was placed into a pit with a diameter of 1.4m, without evidence for a box or basket or other
pit lining. This pit is located 75m to the NW of the main building and 8m S of another smaller building.
The excavators interpret the find as a votive deposit of objects associated with a sacrifice (libations and
food offerings) and the remains of a ritual feast. A sherd link to a rubbish deposit next to the main house
suggests that part of the ritual took place there, and that the relatively shallow pit was specifically dug
to receive this material. The excavators distinguish between complete objects (with the ceramic vessels
thought to represent sets for three people) and those placed into the pit in a fragmentary or damaged
state, perhaps as pars pro toto offerings (Czysz & Faber 2008, 244 -268; Czysz & Scholz 2013).

132 Saalburg (Germany)
A bronze inkwell lid without detailed context information has a raised rim and key-hole shaped central
opening (Anon. 1930, 29, pl. IV, 29).
133 Salzburg, Cemetery Bürglstein (Austria)
Male inhumation burial, dated to 3rd century AD; doubtful whether truly ‘medical’ but included in Künzl
(1982, 114-116, fig. 90.6) on the basis of the knife with a highly decorated handle. Also in the grave were
a glass bottle, a ceramic jar, a stone palette and bronze spoon probe and an elongated bone object. It is

possible that the latter is a bone ruler and the knife a wax spatula but that is by no means certain; if
indeed a knife, it may have been used to sharpen reed pens, and both the spoon probe and the stone
palette may have been used for ink preparation. However, this is rather speculative and an association
of writing equipment with broadly cosmetic items is not unusual.
The bronze inkwell is cylindrical with a projecting top and incised bands of decoration; the inner lid was
hinged. Height: 4.6cm.

134 Straubing (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with cylindrical body; the dished lid projects beyond the body and has a central opening
with a rectangular cut-out, which would have held the hinge for the inner lid (Walke 1965, 156, pl.
114.8; Bilkei 1980, 70). From the N-E vicus (Inv. No. 4079).
472 Urbino, Marche (Italy)
Cylindrical inkwell with three bands of incised lines on the body; the lid slots onto the body, and has a
keyhole-shaped opening. Height: 5.4cm, diameter: ca. 4.5cm; Inv. No. 37181 (Mercando 1982, 320, fig.
190). The inkwell was in cremation Tomba 73, a pit lined with tegulae, which also contained a glass
bottle (Isings Type 103), a ceramic vessel and an iron instrument that ends in a spoon-shape on one end
and a point on the other. The latter is similar to an ivory pen with the handle ending in a hoof from
Aquileia (No. 106; Božič & Feugère 2004, fig. 21.6 and might therefore also be a pen. The grave is dated
to the 3rd century on the basis of Isings 103 glass bottle. Urbino is a small town.

437 Intercisa (Hungary)
Radnóti (1957, 216, pl. XLII,2) illustrates another lid with a circular opening and raised rim around it; on
one side a rectangular cut-out was made for the hinged inner lid. There is a smaller circular hole to the
side; diameter 2,6cm. He sees this as associated with an elaborate, decorated bronze vessel (ibid, 210
and 216, pl. XLII,5) but this is not an inkwell. Bilkei (1980, 71) notes that such lids and vessels may well
have served as perfume containers.

Type Boeselager
98 Cologne, Aachener Strasse (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with one horizontal protrusion surviving; the lid has a central opening and a knob to close
it (von Boeselager 1989, 224-5, fig. 6). Found with it was an iron stylus, and its association is confirmed
by a line of iron rust on the wall of the inkwell. Height: 4,7cm; Römisch-Germanisches Museum, Inv.
24,210-213.

99 Cologne, Friesenplatz (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with two horizontal protrusions; the lid is missing and it was not initially recognised as an
inkwell (von Boeselager 1989, 225, figs. 7-8; Künzl 1982, 91-93, fig. 70,11 and 69,7). Marks on one of the
two corroded styli demonstrate that it was once corroded onto the inkwell. H. 4,5cm, now in the
Rheinische Landesmuseum Bonn (Inv. 3678). The writing set was found in 1885 in a rich cremation burial
in a stone cist measuring 64x51 cm (von Boeselager 1993, 291-2, figs. 3-4). The grave goods include: a
bronze strigil, a small bronze barrel (probably containing oil or perfume), a bronze spoon probe and two
spatula-probes, a bronze earscoop (now lost) two bone knife handles with silver hilt (an iron knife blade
and an iron folding knife with silver haft are now lost), a mixing palette of black-green porphyry and a
bronze handle and bone decoration from a wooden box. Also found were a glass bottle (Isings 101), a
glass cup, two glass jars (Isings 68), an indented glass beaker and samian plate (Drag 31) with the stamp
RVCCVTANVS. A Dupondius/As of Nero (63/68AD) is now also lost.
100 Cologne, Luxemburger Strasse 1897/103 (Germany)
Cremation grave 1897-103 was excavated in 1987 and in the stone cist were found: a bronze inkwell,
two iron styli (with gold, silver and bronze inlay), two strigils with the handle shaped like the wooden
club of Hercules, a bronze aryballos, a bronze handle to carry all the bathing equipment, a bronze candle
holder, bone box fittings, a slate mixing palette and glass vessels (von Boeselager 1989, 221-224 & 237,
fig. 1-2; von Boesleager 1993, 290-1, fig. 1; Hagen 1906, 410-11, pl. 24, no 39). The glass assemblage
consists of five handled jugs (Isings 51/126), two bottles and a jug (Isings 120); the latter is not certainly
part of the grave. The stone cist measured 186x80 cm.
The bronze inkwell has a height of 4,8cm and a dimater of 2,4cm. Both the top and the base were
originally soldered onto the body; the lid has a central circular opening. A conical knob at the top is
connected to an irregularly-shaped disc below by which this opening could be opened and closed. On
the side of the vessel are two horizontal protrusions (1,2cm long) which each have a small hole; these
originally held the leather case for pens and styli. Römisch-Germanisches Museum, Inv. L. 421.
101 Cologne, Luxemburger Strasse 1897/166 (Germany)
Another cremation grave in a stone cist (108x90 cm) from the same site and excavated in the same year
also contained a bronze inkwell, with two iron styli still corroded to the wall (von Boeselager 1989, 2214, figs. 3-5). One of the styli has gold and silver inlay. Also found were a bronze wax spatula handle, two
strigils and a bone knife handle; the glass vessels include a glass bottle (Isings 103), another bottle and a
a glass handwashing set of jug and patera with applied decoration (Isings 88a and 75a) as well as
additional sherds (ibid, 237-239; von Boeselager 1993, 291, fig. 2; Hagen 1906, 412-13, pl. 24, no 42).
The inkwell lid is missing; Römisch-Germanisches Museum, Inv. L. 664; height: 4,9cm.
Two coins provide dating evidence: a sestertius of Trajan (103/117 AD) and a Dupondius/As of Septimius
Severus for Julia Domna (196/211 AD).
421 Cologne (Germany)
Small cylindrical inkwell similar to those of Type Boeselager but without the protrusions; the inner lid
could be closed by sliding a disc and there is a semi-circular knob at the top. Height: 4.8cm, diameter:
2.5cm. RGM Acc. No. 114.

102 Krefeld-Gellep (Germany)
Grave 3475 contained a wooden box that held a cylindrical bronze inkwell (originally identified as a
pyxis) and three iron styli as well as beads, a bronze ring, a bronze mirror, an iron folding knife and a
strigil; the other grave goods were nearby (Pirling 1989, 124-5, pl. 80-81; von Boeselager 1989, 225, fig.
9). Height: 4,8cm. Neither a coffin nor cremated remains were found during the excavation, but given
the context of the other inkwells of this type (i.e. Cologne) a cremation seems likely.
The grave assemblage comprises (in addition to the inkwell and three styli): a bronze candleholder and a
Hercules club handled bronze strigil (both typologically very close to the examples from Cologne
Luxemburger Strasse 1897-103), two bronze rings, 24 glass and one bronze bead, a circular bronze
mirror, coins of Marcus Aurelius and Caracalla and an iron folding knife with wooden handle. Also found
were: a samian bowl stamped AFER FECIT, two ceramic jars and a ceramic beaker, the base of a glass
vessel, a glass jug with elaborate handle, a small, rounded glass bottle and another with an elongated
neck. The wooden box measured ca. 40x20cm, and surviving fittings include remains of the iron lock and
key.
This grave is dated to after AD 215; no human remains were retrieved but given the mirror and beads it
has been suggested that this is the grave of a girl or woman (von Boeselager 1989, 237 & 239; Pirling &
Siepen 2006, 428).

103 Neuss, Kölner Strasse (Germany)
Remains of a cylindrical bronze inkwell come from Grave 191; this had a lid with a corroded closing
mechanism and two horizontal protrusions that would have held a leather case for reeds and styli,
although neither were found (von Boeselager 1989, 225, fig. 10). Height: 4,5cm. The cremation burial
was found to have been disturbed on excavation; it contained two beakers and three jugs as well as a
lock with bronze key, four bronze rings, an iron knife blade and a bronze object in the shape of a lion’s
head which is interpreted as a spout but could possibly be a box fitting (Müller 1977, 61, pl. 17; Grave
191). The grave is dated to the first half of the 3rd century.
104 Nijmegen, now in Leiden, Rijksmuseum van Oudheden (Netherlands)
A rich grave from Nijmegen contains what can now be identified as an inkwell of the Boeselager Type
with two horizontal protrusions; the lid is missing (von Boeselager 1989, 225). This is a rich
‘sarcophagus 6’ grave, which also contained medical/cosmetic instruments, a wooden box, a bronze pyxis
with chains, glass and ceramic vessels, iron shears and a wax spatula (Künzl 1982, 93-96, fig. 74; Päffgen
1986, 176). Five iron objects may have been styli (von Boeselager 189, 225). This grave was found in
1840, and the inkwell was originally identified as a box still containing a black powder (Leemans 1842,
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Von Boeselager 1989, 225 suggests this is a stone cist for a cremation but its size (1,95m) means it is large enough
to in fact be a sarcophagus.

246). The location of the inkwell, near a silver fitting but away from the box of medical instruments is
indicated on pl. 1.

Inkwells with highly decorated lids of Type Cologne
69 Reported to be from Cologne, now in Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Silver inkwell with cylindrical body decorated with three sets of four incised lines and a hexagonal top;
H. 7.3cm, capacity 90ml (Oliver 1977, 171, No 117). The lid has a series of circular designs, consisting of a
wreath framed by beading, a wave and chevron pattern in inlaid niello, two further rings of beading and
a moulding around the rim of the central opening. The hexagonal top has beading around the edge and
could be removed. Forman Collection and Sotheby Sale; now in Boston Museum of Fine Arts (01.8189).
This inkwell was amongst a grave group described and illustrated in a 19th century sales catalogue of a
private collection (Franken 1998, 278-9, fig. 4 and 291, fig. 22; Božič & Feugère 2004, 35). This grave
group consisted of the silver inkwell, a wax spatula with an unusual, highly decorated (niello inlay)
handle, a silver brooch, a silver spoon and two glass vessels. The spoon is of a mid-late Roman type, the
brooch (sheath-footed?) could be dated to the 3rd-4th century and the glass to the mid-late 3rd century; if
this is indeed a closed grave group, a date in the 3d century seems most likely.
70 Cologne, Luxemburger/Ecke Hochstadenstrasse (Germany)
A sarcophagus found in 1883 contained a bronze inkwell with cylindrical body and hexagonal lid as well
as three coins, only one legible (Gordianus III, 241AD). The thick inkwell lid is decorated with a wreath
and the space between that and the opening for the stopper has a vegetal design in light relief (La
Baume 1975, 228, fig. 50). In the corners outside of the wreath are letters, which are transcribed as
HOMVLPIVLVS and translated as homullus piulus – armer schwacher (armseliger) Mensch (poor, weak
human). Frei-Stolba & Lieb (2002, 4) and CIL (XIII 10027, 254) read it as a name: LP IV LV HO MV =
P(ublius) Iul(i)u(s) Homul(lus).
One corner of the hexagonal lid has a hole through which a chain is fitted; “H. 7cm.” RGM, Acc. No. 786;
Width 4.8cm; internal diameter: 3.9cm; the chain has eight loops and then ends in a small bifurcated
hook.

71 Cologne (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with cylindrical body and hexagonal lid; the latter is decorated with a broad wreath
which frames a vegetal motif rendered in silver inlay (La Baume 1975, 228, fig. 51). Findspot not known.
Height: 7cm. RGM, Acc. No. 113 (but without body).Width 5.8cm; internal diameter: 4.8cm.
Very similar to No. 70 but different in size, the detail of the raised wreath; also there are craters in the
small protrusions rather than letters.

72 Cologne, Brunostrasse (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with cylindrical body and cylindrical lid, which is decorated with a wreath in the style of
the Cologne inkwells with hexagonal lids (La Baume 1975, 228-230, fig. 52). The space inside the wreath
has a vegetal motif in niello and the letters: SERVANDE VIV(AS) – May you live, Servandus (cf. CIL XIII
10027, 262). H.: 6.6cm.
This inkwell was first published by Niessen (1911, 200-201, No. 3828), who states that the body and
base are decorated with circular designs and cast in one. The top projects beyond the body and the
design consists of a wreath on the outside, interrupted by rosettes and a tendril arranged in four loops
with four larger, heart-shaped leaves and the inscription. Diameter at top: 5,9cm, at base: 4,6cm. RGM,
Acc. No. N3828. This is certainly heavy and appears to be cast and lathe finished and the separately cast
lid is be soldered on.

Inkwells with removable lid and chain

156 Caerleon, Caerleon Gates (UK)
Lid made from sheet bronze and with a central handle made from a split pin staple (Evans & Metcalf
1992, 153, No. 330). This could be an inkwell or pyxis lid, which was found in Block B, Phase IVA (early 3rd
century: Evans & Metcalf 1992, 48).
157 Drnovo (Slovenia)
Plain bronze inkwell with removable lid (with chain?, but that is not depicted); central hole (Bilkei 1980,
76, pl. III.7; Petru & Petru 1978, pl. XXIII,2; Božič & Feugère 2004, fig. 32). H.: 5.4cm; diameter at base
3.4cm, diameter at top: 4.2cm.

158 Intercisa (Hungary)
Grave XIX/3 contained a plain, bronze cylindrical inkwell with a removable lead lid, which had a bronze
loop handle to which a chain still measuring 33cm in length was attached (Bilkei 1980, 81, No. 119, not
illustrated; Radnóti 1957, 221, No. 48, pl. XLI,4 and XLII,3). The chain has a larger loop in the middle and
at the end; H.: 4.2cm, diameter: 3.2cm.

159 Nîmes (France)
Cremation grave (No. 130) discovered in 1927, containing a glass urn with cremated remains and two
ceramic flagons, five glass vessels, including a perfume bottle, a bronze lamp and lamp stand, an iron
ring/buckle, a gold ring with a gemstone engraved with a female figure holding a sceptre and scales, a
bone comb and a bone instrument in the shape of an arm, a phallus-shaped pebble and a bronze stylus

and ivory writing tablets (Fiches & Veyrac 1996, 444-445, fig. 344, No. 7). Also found were two coins, the
legible one being identified as one of Trajan.
The image is not very clear and the vessel was not originally identified as an inkwell but described as a
cylindrical silver vessel with a height of 3.2cm and a diameter of 2.8cm. Božič & Feugère (2004, 35)
identify it as an inkwell of the type with a closed lid and central suspension chain and cite the parallel
from Drnovo (see No. 157).

160 Rusovce-Orcszvár (Slovakia)
A male burial (grave 167) from the late Roman cemetery. Plain bronze cylindrical inkwell; the removable
lid has the remains of a chain (Bilkei 1980, 78, pl. III, No. 60; Kraskovská 1976, 57, pl. VI,2). H.: 4cm,
diameter at base: 2.8 and at top: 3.4cm. The grave also contained a cross-bow brooch (ibid., fig. 84.4) a
broken glass goblet, a ceramic jug (ibid, fig. 81.11) and fragments of a knife. From the plan it appears
that the brooch was worn and that the inkwell was near the left arm in the pelvis region (ibid., fig. 70;
but note that the numbering in the text and plates, while normally in order of description is not
consistent throughout the report).
161 Tác (Gorsium)
From a male burial (Grave 155) in the later Roman cemetery of Gorsium come a cylindrical bronze
inkwell with a removable lid to which a chain was fitted (Bilkei 1980, 81, No. 106, not illustrated).
162 Taraneš (Macedonia)
A bronze cylindrical inkwell, decorated with bands of engraved circular lines near the base, middle and
top; very slightly everted base and top. H.: 7,2cm diameter: 3,7cm. The lid has a chain attached, and
through this and two obliquely cut bronze sheets the inkwell is connected to a bronze cylindrical tube
(H.: 19,1cm; diameter: 2,7cm). The latter is also decorated with engraved lines and presumably once
held a stylus (still in the tube, fig. 6,3) and perhaps parchments. On the central part of the chain
connecting the two items is a hook for attachment (Ivanovski 1987, 83, fig. 6,1). The writing set was
found near the right hip of the skeleton.
This inkwell was placed into a stone-lined cist with other, very high status grave goods; these consist of:
a gold, inscribed crossbow brooch (IOVI AVG(VSTE) VINCAS; IVI CAES(AR) VIVAS), a silver ewer, a silver
plate, a silver spur, a silver buckle, a silver ring, a bronze handle, an iron stylus, a silver instrument
described as an eraser (comma-shaped late Roman ‘toothpick’? 7), a silver spoon, a diatretum glass cup
(with inscription), two glass unguent vessels, a glass Venus scallop shell (not illustrated), a gaming set
consisting of two bone containers and 14 bone gaming pieces, an iron axe, an iron knife and an
unidentified iron object.
The grave was discovered and parts of the skeleton and some grave goods damaged by the landowner;
the skeleton is not analysed in the report but from the grave goods this is almost certainly a male burial.
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Ivanovski (1987, 88) suggests that the small spoon end could have been used for crushing ink and the small blade
for erasing previously written text on parchment.

Clearly, this is an individual of very high status, possibly an officer; the grave is some distance from the
main Roman roads in the area, but there is some evidence for a nearby late Roman settlement. The
grave certainly dates to the first half of the 4th century and quite possibly to the reign of Licinius I (AD
308-324).
163 Zmajevcu/ Zmajevac, Vörösmart (Croatia)
Bronze inkwell with slot-on lid and chain, still containing remnants of ink; Height: 5cm, diameter: 3.1cm)
(Filipović 2010, 64, No. 70). From Grave 86, which had a belt richly decorated with Christian and pagan
motifs, a cross bow brooch (Keller Type 6), a glass bottle and a bronze inkwell as well as two bronze
rings (diameter 12.9cm, 13.1cm), which are interpreted as holders for rolls of parchment (ibid., 25). The
excavators comment that this may point to the profession of the individual but the remains were aged
to between 11-13 years old, perhaps suggesting that we are seeing inherited status rather than
professional achievements. The later Roman (2nd half 4th century) inhumation cemetery is associated
with the auxiliary fort “Ad Novas” on the Limes Pannonicus. The units stationed here during that time
are thought to be the Equites Dalmatae Novas and Auxilia Novensia. The cemetery contained 175
inhumation burials (Total: 149: Filipović 2010; http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kastell_Ad_Novas; Šlaus
2002, 29-32).

Inkwells with removable lid but no surviving chain

164 Augst (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid with elongated downward rim and slight dishing towards central hole; Inv.
1990.005.C07135.10 (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 128). From a context containing first century
material in Region 20W.

165 Caerwent Basilia (UK)
Unpublished inkwell from the Caerwent Basilica site (Small finds number: 239; context number: 1175;
c1175/G1170; pit fill, Room 9, Phase 5). “This Phase describes the significant changes that occurred
inside the basilica during the fourth century; these resulted in the Great Hall ceasing to function as a
public space and being converted to blacksmithing, lead and bronze working”. Cardiff National Museum
(Acc. No. 2007.35H/2.56). This appears to be a slot-on lid, with a central small hole and possibly a larger
hole to the side. Information kindly provided by Dr Mark Lewis, Peter Guest, Richard Brewer & Evan
Chapman.

435 Duklja, Doclea (Montenegro)
Plain bronze inkwell with slot on lid; h.: 4cm, diameter 3.5cm (Cermanović-Kuzmanović et al. 1975, 81
&334, No. 105A, fig. 145). Inhumation burial (possibly multiple individuals in grave marked by stone
slabs; this was discovered accidently by workmen, and also contained 12 ceramic and glass vessels). The
grave is dated to the beginning of the 4th century (ibid, 376).

166 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Fragment of a plain cylindrical bronze inkwell; the lower and upper parts are missing (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl.
IV, No. 135; Radnóti 1957, 221, No 45, pl. XLIII,4). H.: 5cm; diameter of lid 4.3cm.
167 Intercisa (Hungary)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell decorated with four incised lines in a single band round the middle; the
removable lid is described as disc-shaped and has a small handle, which is damaged, as are the base and
lid (Bilkei 1980, 81, pl. IV, No. 121). H.: 6.1cm, diameter: 4.2cm. From Grave XXIII/111.

298 Intercisa (Hungary)
The tile grave of a male (Grave 1993) from the ‘Grosse Gräberfeld’ contained a writing set consisting of a
bronze inkwell, an iron stylus, a writing tablet and a leather case with silver clasp (Bilkei 1980, 81, Nos.
113-115; the other objects are not illustrated). The inkwell is made by joining a thin bronze sheet
together and has a removable lid; there are also the remains of a small chain (Bilkei 1980, 81, pl. IV, No.
113). Diameter of lid: 3.6cm.

168 Krefeld-Gellep (Germany)
An inhumation burial, with traces of the wooden coffin (1,90 x0,38) still visible, but no surviving human
remains. The cylindrical bronze inkwell has a lid that could be slotted on with a central opening; there
appear to be incised lines on the upper body. The vessel is described as being of very thin sheet bronze;
H.: 6cm; diameter of lid: 4,6c. Also found were: a ceramic jar, a bronze crossbow brooch, a silver stud
and a bronze belt buckle, indicating a male burial (Pirling 1989, 63, pl. 16, Grave 3028). Pirling & Siepen
(2006, 428) states that the vessel was ‘probably’ near the feet, but is not certainly an inkwell.

169 -170 Keszthely-Úsztató (Hungary)
From the late Roman cemetery, Grave 1; this male burial is dated to the end of the 4th century by coins
of Constantin II (BM (Keszthely), Inv. No. 70.239.4). This is a bronze cylinder covered in thin silver
(tinned?); it is fragmented and the removable lid has a small, central circular opening. H.: 6.5cm,
diameter: 2.9 cm (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III, 20).

From the same site, male burial No 31 (BM (Keszthely), Inv. No. 70.269.3-4) comes another silvered
bronze inkwell with a removable lid; H.: 5.2cm, diameter at base 2.8cm (Bilkei 1980, 77, No 21, not
illustrated).
171 Rusovce-Orcszvár (Slovakia)
A male burial (Grave 12) from a late Roman cemetery; coins of Valens date it to the middle/end of the
fourth century. The inkwell lid has a diameter of 3.5cm and a central opening; it may have had a chain
(Bilkei 1980, 78, No. 59, not illustrated; Kraskovská 1974, pl. XVII,9). It is suggested that the associated
vessel was made from organic material (Kraskovská 1976, 57). The grave also contained a cross-bow
brooch (ibid., fig. 83.3), a bronze ring (ibid., fig. 74.4), a bronze buckle, and a glass cup (ibid., fig. 73.5).
The order of objects in the grave description suggests that the inkwell lid was by the feet, but is not
consistent with the number of objects on the plan.

172 Szőny-Bélapuszta (Hungary)
Plain cylindrical bronze inkwell with a removable lid, which has a small central opening; the base is
missing and there are traces of black ink in the interior (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III, No. 73). KDM (Tata), Inv.
No. K89; H.: 6.5cm, diameter 3.6cm. From the Bélapuszta cemetery.

Inkwells with tapering body
173 Augst (Switzerland)
Everted inkwell made from sheet metal; no lid but found with a possible pen made from folded sheet
metal (Fünfschilling 2012, 191, 218, pl. 5, No. 131). From mixed deposits also containing some medieval
material in Region 17C; Inv. 1974.8401.H.: 3cm, diameter: 2cm.
174 Cologne, Luxemburger Strasse/1974 (Germany)
Bronze inkwell which widens very slightly towards the top; incised circular design just above base and
below rim. The lid has an incised ring around the central opening; there is also a small hole towards its
edge (Riedel 1980, 128, fig. 39 A1). Found with an inhumation burial (No 71) in a wooden coffin, with a
bronze belt buckle; the burial is disturbed but thought to be late imperial. RGM, Acc. No. 74, 1067;
diameter at base 3.9cm; at top: 4.1; lid resting on top. Cast and lathe finished.

175 Karmacs (Hungary)
From a late Roman male burial (Grave 2), which is dated by coins of Constantius II to the end of the 4th
century (BM (Keszthely), Inv. No. 66.83.25-26). The inkwell was made by folding thin bronze sheet, with

the base, which had been soldered on, now detached; it contained a brownish-black mass. H.: 4.4cd;
diameter: 2.9cm (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III, No. 24; Sági 1960, 218-219, pl. XCIV, 6.9). Identification as an
inkwell is not certain; Bilkei (1980, 71) states that analysis of the content did not suggest ink.
The grave was discovered during construction work in 1955; the grave goods and their location are
recorded (Sági 1960, fig. 67, pl. XCIV and XCIII). The male skeleton was 178cm long and orientated S-N;
two female graves were uncovered close by. The grave goods consist of: a glass bottle, a ceramic lamp
(decorated with a donkey), the bronze vessel/possible inkwell, several coins of Constantius II, a bronze
and a silver cross-bow brooch, three flints (“Feuersteinstücke”) and an iron strike a light (“Feuerstahl”);
a damaged (not illustrated) iron awl, an iron knife, a silver ring with glass paste intaglio, a bronze belt
buckle and a glass beaker. One of the cross-bow brooches, the belt and the fingering were worn, other
objects were placed by the side and by the feet; the possible inkwell was between the legs.

423 Krefeld-Gellep (Germany)
Inhumation burial 2247 contained a slightly everted copper-alloy inkwell with a protruding lid; the latter
is largely missing but the hinge of the inner lid survives (Pirling 1974, 118, pl. 99.5). Height: 5cm;
diameter at base: 2.5cm, at top 4cm. The inkwell contained remains of a black material and was placed
near the right shoulder of the skeleton, of which only the skull survived. Also found were a ceramic
plate, a beaker of green glass, a ceramic beaker and two coins, both placed into the mouth. The grave is
dated to the 1st half of the 4th century, and after AD 317 on the basis of one of the coins.

176 Magdalensberg (Austria)
Öllerer 1998 (pl.3,C) illustrates an inkwell type which widens towards the top and is decorated with
?incised horizontal lines but this is not discussed in the text.

177 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Almost complete bronze inkwell of bronze with lead lining (“Bleifütterung”), said to contain a black mass
(Holliger 1986, 25, No. 130, pl. 14; Inv. No.: 36:999). Found on: Breite 1936. The body is decorated with
concentric rings, as is the outer lid, which is of the typical dished form. Height: 4.4cm

Miscellaneous inkwells, plain or with incised decoration

118 Assos (Turkey)
Said to be from sarcophagus 102, now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts (Comstock & Vermeule 1971,
345, No. 485). Bronze cylindrical inkwell, with very slightly everted top; longitudinal slit on one side. This
inkwell was made from a rectangular strip of sheet bronze, soldered and now broken apart at this seam.
Circular cover with central opening, all rather corroded but apparently plain. Height: 4.8cm; diameter
2.7cm.

232 Aquileia (Italy)
In her discussion of silver pyxides Calvi (1986, 500-503, fig. 9) refers to bronze inkwells from Aquiliea
now held in the National Archaeological Museum. The largest appears to be of the cylindrical type with
two bands of incised decoration; the lid appears to be of the kind that slots onto the body and has a
large central opening. The other two may be of the Biebrich type (No. 178).

233-239 Augst (Switzerland)
233: Almost complete inkwell made from sheet metal; the plain body is fragmentary (Fünfschilling 2012,
218, pl. 5, No. 121). The dished lid has a small hole near the edge as well as a central opening. From a
context in Insula 24 dated to ca. AD 240-270; Inv. 1958.6985. Diameter: 3,4cm.
234: Inkwell body made from sheet bronze with concentric rings; fragmentary (Fünfschilling 2012, 218,
pl. 5, No. 126). From a context dated to AD 70-150 in Insula 24; Inv. 1958.7043.
235: Fragmentary and damaged inkwell body and lid with fine incised lines (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl.
5, No. 127). Found with an iron stylus in a context in Insula 50 that contained mainly first century
material, with a few second century sherds. Inv. 1969.8698.
236: Cylindrical inkwell made from sheet metal; one end decorated with three incised lines (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 129). From a context dated to AD 250-280 in Insula 30; Inv. 1962.531.
237: Corroded inkwell body made from bronze sheet metal, missing both lid and base (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 132). From a context dated to after AD 250 in Insula 30; Inv. 1961.13798. H.: 4cm.
238: Cylindrical inkwell made from bronze sheet metal, with only body and base surviving (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 133). From a context dated to AD 10-50 in Insula 25; Inv. 1977.17454. Analysis of
material in the interior showed it to be copper corrosion and soil; textile fragments corroded onto the
metal.

239: Cylindrical inkwell with base not inserted but formed from same sheet as the wall (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 134). Fragments of a ring, either for suspension or part of the top; incised circular
lines on the body. From a context dated to AD 200-300 (but samian of AD 1-100) in Region 20W. H.:
4,8cm.

392 -393 ‘En Chaplix’ cemetery, Avenches (Switzerland)
Two cylindrical bronze inkwells, of which the base and wall only survive; it is possible that they were for
red and black ink respectively (Castella et al. 1999/2, 331, pl. 162, 1653). Diameter 42mm.
The remains of the two bronze inkwells were found with a possible wax spatula handle, fragments of
two bronze vessels, an iron signet ring, two ceramic lamps (Loeschcke IB decorated with two gladiators
& IXB), rectangular iron pieces (inlay, ‘damasquinées’), abundant pottery, including 12 samian ware
vessels and animal bones (pork) in Structure 205. The finds appear to have been in two layers, with the
top one along the west side of the structure and the lower one possibly in a wooden box; with the
square pit measuring about a metre on each side. This is interpreted as a votive offering (depot
d’offrande) as no human bones were found and dated to ca. AD 120-130 (Castella et al. 1999/1, 258260, fig. 246; Schaltenbrand Obrecht 2012, 45). The excavators suggest this deposit may have been
associated with a nearby cremation (206), which contained an adult and a child. This cemetery is
associated with the Roman city and contained both cremations and inhumations, as well as numerous
features interpreted as possible offering pits.

240 Bad Langensalza-Ufhoven “Stätteklingen-Nord“, Thüringen (Germany)
Base fragment of a possible copper-alloy inkwell, found as a stray find on a settlement site in 2000 (pers.
com. Thomas Schierl; to be published as part of Corpus der Römischen Funde im Europäischen
Barbaricum Deutschland Thüringen).

241 Baden, Aquae Helveticae (Switzerland)
Thin-walled and now very damaged inkwell with cylindrical body and circular marks on base and body;
Römerstrasse (Holliger 1989, 74, No. 61, pl. 6; Inv. No.: 1431). Could belong to the inkwell lid found on
the same site (377). This is the site of hot springs and an associated vicus, with most of the bronze finds
derived from the vicus and dated to the first century AD (Holliger 1989, 58).
242 Bonn (Germany)
Gaitzsch (2005, fig. 1) illustrates two bronze inkwells from Bonn; one may be the dished inkwell with
projecting lid mentioned by Weerth (1882, 96) as coming from a sarcophagus (No. 139). The other is
recorded here as a simple cylindrical example.

243 -244 Boscoreale, Villa della Pisanella (Italy)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell with dished lid; hinged inner lid missing; the second example is thought to
possibly be a case (astuccio 8: Stefani 2002, 106; thanks to Elena Martelli for bringing these inkwells to
my attention). The two inkwells were recovered in peristyle A inside a cabinet equipped with three
wooden shelves, placed against the wall between the entrances of Room G and F. They were found
together with other small finds and tools (no details specified).

245-248 Brindisi, via Cappuccini (Italy)
One of the five inkwells is of Type Biebrich (see No 184), the remainder are cylindrical and listed here.
Grave 15 contained five bronze inkwells; two are plain and three have concentric mouldings. One was
found with a lid and there are two further lids amongst the grave goods. Amongst what is described as
box fittings in the original publication is a bronze disc with serrated edge that may also be an inkwell lid
(Fünfschilling 2012, 193, footnote 167). Height of certain inkwells: 4,6-5,4cm; diameters at base 33,8cm. This very rich grave also contained other writing equipment, namely: a bone stylus, four wax
spatulae (and four similar objects, not securely identified), a bone knife, a bronze pair of dividers, a
folding ruler and two bone rulers (Cocchiaro & Andreassi 1988, 160-175; Fünfschilling 2012, 171-2, fig.
6). A bone pyxis may be a further inkwell but that is by no means certain; there is also a ceramic vessel
that may be an inkwell (ibid, No. 259). The other grave goods consist of: two coins, stone container, a
glass urn, three glass unguent vessels, a glass aryballos, two glass bottles, a glass cup, multiple beads
(including 23 melon beads, 47 glass beads, two carnelian beads, a large bead made from rock crystal and
a pendant in the same material). Also found were a rectangular mirror, a bronze finger ring, two bronze
buckles and studs, a shell, bronze fittings from a wooden box and very large numbers of gaming
equipment: four dice, bone gaming pieces or tokens (15 bone examples, mostly with numbers and
letters two with figural designs such as a basket, a hand or a shell; 5 stone and bone ‘spheres, again with
numbers; 12 astragali; 1121 glass gaming pieces; 256 stone and marble gaming pieces and nine tesserae
with letters ) and two marble gaming board pieces. One was found near the feet, the other in a medieval
pit nearby. Of the two coins one is illegible and the other a republican coin of Clovius.
The grave is dated by Cocchiaro & Andreassi (1988, 160-1) to the end of the 1st century BC-early 1st
century AD but Fünfschilling (2012, 171) argues for a date in the middle of the 1st century AD on the
basis of the glass vessels. The cremated remains appear not to have been sexed.

249 Chichester (UK)
Plain, cylindrical bronze inkwell with a hinged lid and large knob on inner lid. The base appears to be
lathe-finished. Height: 42mm (Down 1978, 296, fig. 10.33, No. 46). Iron corrosion products sticking to its
outer surface are thought to indicate ‘that it was housed in an iron stand’; it contained what is
8

But could possibly be a Biebrich type inkwell

interpreted as dried ink residue. From Area 2 (E191), occupied first by the legionary fortress and then
the civilian town; I could not establish the date of this layer.
474 Colchester (UK)
Copper-alloy inkwell, with a lip of lead on the underneath of lid (pers. comm. Glynn Davis). Max
Diameter of lid 38.1mm; max diameter of lid hole 11.8mm; max thickness of lid 4.1mm; weight: 20.7g.
The body is squashed: width: 40.4mm; breadth: 30.8mm; max height 39.1mm; weight: 46g. The inkwell
was donated by Dr. P Rowland in 1931; its findspot is St Mary's Hospital & Union Grounds, Colchester
(Acc. No. COLEM : 1931.1076).

250 -251 Cologne, St Severin V,208 (Germany)
Two copper-alloy cylindrical vessels decorated with incised lines may be inkwells (Päffgen 1992, 244) or
pyxides; both miss their lids, which would be the most diagnostic element. Both are said to have
contained a light-coloured material, possibly cream; this is in contrast to the blackish remains quite
commonly interpreted as dried ink in Cologne. H.: 6,1cm & 5,2cm; Inv. 57,60 & 57, 61.
The two vessels come from a cremation placed into a wooden box with: three ceramic jugs, a handled
jar with lid, a ceramic beaker, a ceramic jar, a glass bottle and beaker, a glass mirror, a necklace with
glass and jet/gagat beads, a silver pendant and a gagat/jet amulet (couple & Medusa) and a Dupondius
of Marcus Aurelius. Amongst the cremated remains were those of a child aged under 6 years old and the
grave is interpreted as that of a woman and child and dated to the 2nd quarter to middle of the 3rd
century AD (Päffgen 1992, 592-595).
252 Cologne, Luxemburger Strasse/1974 (Germany)
Simple bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape, decorated with double band of incised lines towards base
and top; concentric rings on lid and base (Riedel 1980, 120-1, fig. 29 A5). Found in a cremation grave (No
45) dated to the 2nd quarter of the 2nd century with multiple ceramic vessels and a stylus. RGM, Acc. No.
74,922; lid diameter: 4.7cm; height 5.6cm; the base is damaged but has remains of black ink on the
interior. All elements are quite thin, and were originally soldered together.

405 – 414 Cologne (Germany)
Cylindrical inkwells with incised decoration
405

Acc. No. 902

H: 5.7cm; diameter:4.3

406

Acc. No. 23, 342

H: 5.1cm; diam: 3.6

407

Acc. No. N5780

H: 4.3cm; diam: 3.9

408

Acc. No. N3831

H: 5.8cm; diam.: 4cm

Lathe-finished, base, no
lid
Lathe-finished, base, no
lid
Lathe-finished, base, no
lid
Lathe-finished, base, no
lid

409

Acc. No. 57, 60

H.: 6.3cm; diam.: 4.4

410

Acc. No. 113

H.: 5.8cm; diam.: 4.9cm

411

Acc. No. 57, 61

H.: 5.3cm; diam. 3.1cm

Lathe-finished, base, no
lid
No base or lid; wall
markedly thicker at one
end
Heavily corroded and
restored

Cylindrical inkwells without decoration

412

Acc. No. N3836

H.: 4.7; diam.: 3.4cm

413

Acc. No. N3835

H.: 4.9cm; diam. 3.9cm

414

Acc. No. N3833

H.: 4.3; diam.: 3.2

Appears to be completely
plain; corroded
Appears to be completely
plain; corroded
Well-made, with lathefinished base, which is
soldered on

270 Cologne? (Germany)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell now in the Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseum in Mainz (Inv. O.28421);
this has incised circular lines but lacks the lid (Fünfschilling 2012, 190, fig. 41). This was acquired in 1935
or 1936 from a Mr. Becker from Cologne, but the provenance is unknown (pers.com. Peter Bibinger,
RGZM). Diameter: 36mm; height 41mm.

253 Detzem, near Trier (Germany)
Bronze inkwell, the body of which is divided into three zones by circular lines; there is a break on one
side of the vessel wall (Merten 1982, 14, fig. 2). The missing base was affixed to three rectangular cutouts; at the top are two such cut-outs to which the lid was fitted. H.: 3.9cm; diameter 5cm. The partially
preserved lid has circular decoration, a central opening (diameter 1.6cm) and a small hole near the rim.
From a hoard in a bronze cauldron found in 1915; many of the objects appear to have been placed n a
large wooden box (60x40cm, depth of 30cm) and the hoard is thought to be associated with a villa
located ca. 650m away (Menzel 1966, 17-18; Trierer Jahresberichte 9 (1916, 14-15, pl. I-II). The hoard
comprised the following bronze objects: four figurines; a bust vessel; scales; decorative feet from
furniture or other objects; the handle, two lion mounts, three dolphin handles and discs from a box or
boxes; a lamp; four bells; rings and fittings from a horse harness; the inkwell and 14 bronze fragments,
some of vessels. Also found were iron tools (a pair of dividers, three crowbars, a file, scales), a square
piece of copper, a bronze ingot and a sheet bronze fragment. Menzel (1966, 122) dates some of the

bronzes to the 3rd century. The function of the hoard is not discussed in the published literature, but
given that there were a number of fragmentary objects and some tools, it could be a metal worker’s
hoard.
254 – 258 Drnovo (Slovenia)
254: Cylindrical bronze inkwell with four bands of concentric rings; lid missing (Bilkei 1980, 76, pl. III.8;
Petru & Petru 1978, 99, pl. XXIII,4). H.: 6.4cm; diameter: 4cm.
255: Bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape with circular decoration; H.: 6.2cm, diameter: 3.2cm (Bilkei
1980, 76, No. 9, not illustrated; Petru & Petru 1978, 99, No. 637, pl. XXIII, 6).
256: Plain bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape; H.: 4.5cm, diameter 3cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, No. 10, not
illustrated; Petru & Petru 1978, 99, No. 638, pl. XXIII, 3).
257: Plain bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape; H.: 4cm, diameter 3.2cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, No. 11, not
illustrated; Petru & Petru 1978, 99, No. 639, pl. XXIII, 8).
258: Plain bronze inkwell, rim damaged; H.: 4.5cm, diameter at base: 3cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, No. 12, not
illustrated; Petru & Petru 1978, 99, No. 640, pl. XXIII, 7).
434 Duklja, Doclea (Montenegro)
Bronze inkwell with a protruding lid and incised decoration on body; h.3.5cm, diameter 2.5cm
(Cermanović-Kuzmanović et al. 1975, 71 & 330, No. 70). It is uncertain whether the lid is dished. This is
a cremation burial discovered by workmen and therefore not accurately recorded. Also found were a
strigil, a D-shaped ring and a two-bladed object, usually identified as a wax spatula (Feugère 1995, 324326, fig. 1 B1-C; Schaltenbrand Obrecht 2012, 82-88). The grave is dated to the 2nd half of the 2nd to the
first half of the 3rd century AD (ibid., 376).

259 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Cylindrical inkwell with dense but very faint circular lines; H.: 5cm, diameter 2.6cm (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl.
IV, No. 136; MNM (Budapest), Inv. No.: 51.1911.8).
263 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Flattened bronze cylindrical inkwell decorated with three bands of what are described as double lines;
between them are two oval incisions (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 134; Radnóti 1957, 221, No. 43). Bilkei
does not comment further on these; the incisions could be evidence of modification (e.g. money box?)
or post-depositional damage. It is uncertain whether this really is an inkwell. The lower part is missing;
H.: 5.5cm, diameter: 3.7cm (MNM (Budapest), Inv. No. 136.1910.31).
264 Dunaújváros, Intercisa (Hungary)
Five fragments from a bronze inkwell decorated with incised lines (MNM (Budapest), Inv. No.
93.1911.12); H.: 5.8cm, diameter: 4cm (Bilkei 1980, 82, No. 132, not illustrated).

260 Ergolding (Germany)
Fragments of a bronze cylindrical inkwell were found with an iron wax spatula, a bronze seal box and a
possible stylus in Grave 50. This grave also contained: 19 coins (Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius and
Marcus Aurelius), fragments of a twisted silver ring, fragments of a bronze jug and fragments of another
vessel, possibly a patera, three bronze strigils, five bronze and one iron ring, three bronze fittings with
openwork design, a bronze stud, two bronze strap ends, iron fragments and a handle possibly from a
box, iron hobnails, iron nails, an iron knife and an iron finger ring with yellow jaspis stone engraved with
a satyr holding a hare (Struck 1996, 38-9; 183-185, pl. 67-72). The pottery assemblage comprised three
incense vessels, two samian vessels (bowl Drag. 37 and plate 31), four platters, up to seven further
vessels and two molten glass fragments. Pig bones were included in the grave, presumably as a food
offering. The cremated remains were in a glass urn while many of the grave goods were in a ceramic
incense vessel; the individual buried in this grave is identified as a mature male. The grave is further
distinguished by being the only one with a circular stone setting, which probably once contained a
barrow (diameter 4,7m). The grave is dated to the last quarter of the 2nd century (Struck 1996, 87) and
associated with a possible villa rustica (ibid., 17).
261 Győr (Hungary)
Stray find from inhumation graves amongst the cemetery at the Kálvária Street (XJM (Győr) Inv. No.
53.156.56). Bronze cylindrical inkwell with two circular lines (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III, No. 62). H.: 3.8cm,
diameter: 3.8cm.
262 Immendorf, Pöttmes, Aichach-Friedberg (Germany)
Cylindrical inkwell with four concentric incised lines on the body and concentric rings on the base; there
are soldering marks at the rim (Nuber 1976, 48, fig 10.5). H.: 6,4cm; Diameter: 5cm. The inkwell is part
of a hoard discovered by a farmer in 1963/4; it is now in the Prähistorische Staatssammlung (Inv. No.
1974, 5364-5376). The hoard was in a bronze cauldron (lying with its base up) with an iron handle,
together with the handle of a bronze casserole, six bronze bridle elements and an iron horse collar, iron
tools (a pair of dividers, an axe, two plane irons and a sickle) and some iron fragments. The hoard is
dated to the 3rd century on the basis of the cauldron and other hoards in this region that are thought to
have been hidden in response to Germanic incursions. It is interpreted as a scrap metal hoard, as the
wooden elements of the tools had been removed and there is no complete horse harness present.
265 Intercisa (Hungary)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell decorated with four double lines (H.: 5.3cm); the lid is missing (Bilkei 1980, 81,
pl. IV, No. 108). This inkwell was found in a cremation burial (Grave 283) in the ‘Grosse Gräberfeld’,
which also contained a coin of Antoninus Pius, dating it to the end of the 2nd century (IM (Dunaújváros)
Inv. No.: 66.1.116/2).
296 Intercisa (Hungary)
Cremation grave 893 in the ‘Grosse Gräberfeld’ contained a bronze inkwell and five burnt reed pens as
well as a wooden container for them (Bilkei 1980, 67, fig. 6; 81, Nos. 109-111, pl. II). The bronze inkwell
is cylindrical and decorated with four bands of lines; the projecting and removable lid is described as

dished but it looks slightly convex on the photo. The hinged inner lid is missing; H.: 6cm; Diameter
4.2cm, diameter of lid: 5.2cm.
266 Keszthely-Fenékpuszta (Hungary)
From the late Roman fortification (BM (Keszthely), Inv. No. 75.83.8); bronze cylinder with three double
sets of circular lines. The top is damaged and possibly cut off and the base is said to contain ink; H.:
3.6cm, diameter: 3cm (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III, No. 22).
422 Krefeld-Gellep (Germany)
Cremation grave 4079 contained a cylindrical copper-alloy inkwell with two bands of incised decoration
on the body (Pirling 1997, 75, pl. 68, 132.4 & 154). The lid is slightly dished with a large central opening
and protrudes slightly over the body; the base has concentric rings from lathe-finishing and a
rectangular stamp TALV. Height: 4.6cm; diameter at base: 3.7, of lid: 4cm. Also in the grave was a
copper-alloy spoon with silvering. The ceramic grave goods consisted of a dish, a beaker and two jugs
(one of them deformed from firing) as well as two samian cups and a samian dish (stamped TOCCAF and
TA..FI..). The cremated remains were in the eastern part of the grave cut measuring 1.15x1.05m while all
the grave goods were in the western half; the inkwell was placed away from the other objects. The
grave is dated to the 2nd half of the 2nd or the beginning of the 3rd century AD (Pirling & Siepen 2006,
428).
295 Lank-Latum, Meerbusch (Germany)
A bronze cylindrical inkwell with bands of circular incised decoration was found with a wax spatula
(Pirling 1985, fig. 1,6; Witt 1871; cf. von Boeselager 1989, 226, fig. 12; Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35,9).
These were in what is described as a sarcophagus but may in fact have been a large tuffa cist which
measured 1,68m in length and contained ashes and cremated bones. The grave was excavated in 1861.
Also found were: a bronze oil vessel and two strigils with the handles shaped like the club of Hercules, all
suspended from a D-shaped loop; the inkwell; a wax spatula with bronze handle and iron blade; a bottle
of light-green/white glass, a glass jug and patera, both decorated with trailed blue and yellow glass and
a glass ‘cup’ (beaker) with seven ribs and applied glass drops around the body. The bottle and beaker
represent wine drinking while the jug and patera (probably made in Cologne) are used for washing
hands (Pirling 1985, 176-7). The inkwell has incised lines on the body (arranged in three bands) and on
the lid; H.: 5.3cm, diameter of lid 4.6cm. The lid appears to be slightly domed and protrudes beyond the
body of the inkwell. The finds are now in the British Museum (Inv. No. 1868.1-5.49-52).
The grave can be dated to the early 3rd century on the basis of the glass vessels (Pirling 1985, 177). The
combination of inkwells, spatula and strigils is paralleled in graves from Krefeld Gellep (77) and Cologne
(75&76).

267 Ljubljana/Emona (Slovenia)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell decorated with concentric rings; from the Wiener Strasse cemetery,
cremation burial 639 (Bilkei 1980, 76, pl. III.1). H.: 5.9cm; diameter: 4.2cm.

This cremation was placed into the ground with the inkwell, an iron wax spatula, a bronze
‘earscoop’/spoon probe, bronze nails, a simpulum (ladle) of glass and fragments of two glass bottles and
another glass vessel (Petru 1972, 158, pl. XLI,19; cf. Päffgen 1986, 176, footnote 42; Gaitzsch 1984, 202).
It is possible that the spoon was for the preparation of the ink, but it could equally simply be a cosmetic
instrument.
268 Ljubljana/Emona (Slovenia)
Stray find from the Emona cemetery; cylindrical bronze inkwell with sets of concentric rings; H: 6.4cm;
diameter 4.8 cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, pl. III.4; Petru 1972, pl. XCV, 15).

415 London, ex Lawrence collection (UK)
Cylindrical inkwell with bands of incised decoration; lid missing, base slightly raised. H.57mm, diameter
38mm. Bought, ex Lawrence collection in 1897 and then part first of the Pitt Rivers Museum at Farnham,
from where the collection was transferred to Salisbury Museum (Griffiths 1996, 189-192, fig. 22.2, No. 4;
Acc. No. 3M8C3).

271 Nijmegen East (Netherlands)
Thin-walled, probably raised cylindrical inkwell, now flattened. Concentric grooves from lathe-finishing
on the sides and base (Koster 1997, 92). Diameter: 3.1cm (6.1978.1). Not seen.
Found in a pit within the legionary fortress (intervallum), and therefore “cannot be dated much later
than the beginning of the 2nd century” (ibid).

420 Nijmegen (Netherlands)
Base and top fragments of a thin-walled copper-alloy inkwell, both with circular lines from lathefinishing; heavily affected by bronze disease/corrosion, resulting in multiple holes pitting the surface.
The base is raised while the lid is dished. The central opening of the lid (diam. 0.7cm) has a damaged
side, possibly for a hinged stopper/inner lid. There are two very small holes in the dished area that may
be original rather than the result of post-depositional damage; however, they are not aligned and the
filling hole is central, so this is not of the 3-knob type. Diameter of lid ca.: 3.9cm. Acc. No.: 259.232.
144 Óbuda, Budapest/Aquincum (Hungary)
From a cremation grave in the Aranyhegy-árok cemetery (BTM (Budapest), Inv. No. 50.528) comes a
cylindrical bronze inkwell decorated with three bands of five lines. The removable lid had a small central
opening with a hinged lid; this is no longer present on the drawing (Bilkei 1980, 80, pl. III, No. 89; Zsidi
1995 55, no. 229; Nagy 1942, 554, pl. LXXVI,5). H.: 6cm, diameter: 3.8cm. On the photo this lid protrudes
beyond the body of the inkwell; it appears to be dished with a circular inner lid with a raised knob (Nagy
1942, pl. LXXVI,5).

272 Óbuda, Budapest/Aquincum (Hungary)
Stray find from near the walls of Aquincum, containing six coins including one of Gordianus III, dating it
to the middle of the 3rd century (Bilkei 1980, 80, pl. III, No. 98). The cylindrical bronze inkwell is poorly
preserved but the body was decorated with what appear to be four single and one double line (BTM
(Budapest), Inv. No. 51.322); H.: 5cm, diameter: 3.5cm. This could well be the same inkwell as illustrated
above by Zsidi (1995 55, fig. 69, no. 227).
273 Óbuda, Budapest/Aquincum (Hungary)
From an inhumation burial (Grave 145) in the Aranyhegy-árok cemetery; this is a poorly preserved
bronze cylinder decorated with double lines and containing some dried ink (Bilkei 1980, 80, No. 90, not
illustrated; Patek 1950, 501-2, fig. 5,5). H.: 6cm, diameter 4cm.
The original report 9 states that this was a brick-lined grave containing a mature male; next to him was a
pierced coin (TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR) and the bone handle of a knife (depicting a hand?). Next to the male
was the much smaller skeleton of a woman wearing a bead necklace and a silver brooch; by her side
were a bronze inkwell and an iron stylus.
297 Óbuda – Testvérhegy (could in fact be same as 272)
Budapest, child’s grave: complete bronze inkwell of cylindrical shape, with incised decoration running
around the body; H.: 5cm, width: 3.5cm (Zsidi 1995 55, fig. 69, no. 227; Inv. No. 51322). Zsidi states that
the lid depicted was in fact found elsewhere in Aquincum. Dated to the 2nd -3rd century AD (but not
stated on what basis). However, note that the inventory number is the same as for Bilkei (1980) No 98,
which is said to have been found beyond the walls containing coins (No 272) – this may well be a
confusion and it is clearly not certain that this inkwell was in any way associated with a child.
The bronze inkwell lid has grooved, concentric circles on the upper side and a movable bolt underneath;
the latter appears to be beneath the slightly off-centre domed protrusion. Diameter: 4.3 cm (Zsidi 1995
55, fig. 69, no. 228; Inv. No. 40235).

274 Potaissa (Romania)
Plain cylindrical inkwell, with slightly protruding, disc-like lid, which is decorated with circular ribs
(Bajusz 2004, 370, fig. 12). H. 53mm; diameter of body: 40mm, of lid: 55mm. This inkwell is now lost.
275 – 277 Pompeii (Italy)
Three cylindrical bronze inkwells are published by Riz (1990, 40, pl. 10,1-3). These vary quite significantly
in size but they share the fact that their bodies are decorated with incised lines and that the top is flat
and does not protrude beyond the diameter of the body. The middle example appears to have a hinged
lid that sits neatly in the central hole; this inner lid appears to have a protrusion, possibly a handle for
9
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turning or suspension. The right hand example appears to have a flatter inner lid, probably again hinged;
it also has a large loop handle attached to its side wall, much like the early inkwells with everted top and
base. DPomp (Pompeii Depot) 10514A is from a shop in Reg.II I,I; DPomp 11787 is from Reg. I 14, 5 and
DPomp 10791 from Reg. II 1, 6 SO corner of the atrium (Riz 1990, 40).
278 Pompeii (Italy)
Plain cylindrical inkwell with flat top with central sunken hole that could be closed by means of a small,
‘chunky’ lid, which appears to have a riveted turning mechanism on its underside (Riz 1990, 40, pl. 10,2).
From a private house, Reg. V 3, 12 (DPomp 22,2).
279 Pompeii (Italy)
Cylindrical bronze inkwell of quite squat shape; this has a flat lid with a disc-like inner lid; the latter
appears to have a circular knob, possibly to turn it (Riz 1990, 40, pl. 10, 4; NMN 75086). This is one of
two that Naples Museum records as coming from the Casa segnata al n. 32 su via Stabiana (pers. com.
Riccardo Berriola).
204-205 Pompeii (Italy)
Two inkwells (as well as cases for pens) are depicted in the Notizie degli scavi (1934, 294, fig. 14). These
are from Regio I 10, 7 Casa d. Fabbro atrium and now in the National Nuseim Naples (Inv. No. 5305; cf.
Riz 1990, 40, not illustrated). Depeyrot et al. (1986, 159, footnote 82) refer to these as a parallel for Type
Biebrich, but that is difficult to verify without examining the actual objects.
481 Qumran (West Bank)
Simple cylindrical bronze inkwell made from sheet metal soldered on the side; only the hinge for the lid
survives to the side of the filling hole (Khairy 1980, 155, fig. 1). Height: 5.2cm; diameter: 3 cm; diameter
of filling hole: 1.2cm. Found in 1951 with two ceramic examples in a room identified as a scriptorium
and dated to 50 BC-AD 68 (De Vaux 1954, 212, 229, pl. Xb).
280 Rheinhessen (Germany)
Exact findspot unknown, now in Worms Paulus Museum. Cylindrical inkwell with slight protrusion at top
and base; small hinged lid with knob; height: 3.8 cm (Lindenschmit 1911, 308, No. 995, pl. 53, No 994 10).

281 Sopron (Hungary)
From the cremation cemetery of Scarbantia, old evangelical cemetery (LFM (Sopron), Inv. No.
55.127.15). Fragmented bronze cylindrical inkwell with circular line decoration; H.: 2.6cm, diameter
3.7cm (Bilkei 1980, 77, No. 31, not illustrated).
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282 Szőny, Brigetio (Hungary)
Bronze cylindrical inkwell with four sets of double lines decorating the body; the lid is missing. H.: 6.2cm,
diameter 4.8cm; MNM (Budapest) Inv. No. 23.1940.8 (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III, No. 69; fig. 11; Bónis 1968,
34, fig. 9.6). Bilkei states that this inkwell was found in a sarcophagus together with two bronze styli and
cylinders of sheet bronze interpreted as containers for them (Bilkei 1980, 79, Nos. 70-72, pl. I-II).
However, a more detailed account by Bónis (1968) states that these objects are derived from a burial
assemblage (not a sarcophagus) found in one of the cemeteries of Brigetio and bought for the
Hungarian National Museum in 1930. The assemblage consists of two bronze jugs, a spoon-probe with a
circular container, the two styli and their container, the bronze inkwell and an elaborate set of two
strigils with enamelled handles and is dated to the late 2nd to early 3rd century AD. The grave is
sometimes interpreted as that of a doctor on the basis of the spoon-probe and Bónis (1968, 57-8)
suggests that it could be the burial of a retired athlete or trainer.

283 Szőny – Gerhát (Hungary)
Bronze inkwell with circular lines from an inhumation grave in the Gerhát cemetery, dated by a coin of
Gordianus III to the middle of the 3rd century (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III. No. 64). KDM (Tata), Inv. No. K960;
H.: 5.5cm, diameter: 4.1cm.
284 Szőny – Gerhát (Hungary)
Plain bronze inkwell from Gerhát cemetery; the sunken lid has a central opening (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III,
No. 63). H.: 3.8cm, diameter 3.1cm, diameter of opening: 1.1cm.
135 Szőny – Járóka (Hungary)
From an inhumation grave of a child in the Járóka cemetery, found with other writing equipment comes
a bronze cylindrical inkwell decorated with four bands of four lines. The removable lid is dished and has
a central opening (Bilkei 1980, 79, pl. III, No. 65; KDM (Tata), Inv. No. K372/a). H.: 5.8cm; diameter at
base: 3.7cm, at top: 4.8cm. The other writing equipment consists of two bronze styli and a bone tool
with a semi-circular edge and traces of bronze and iron, which is interpreted as a smoothing tool (Bilkei
1980, 79, pl. I, Nos. 66-8).

285 Unknown provenance, but probably Hungary
Silvered bronze cylinder decorated with single and double lines; now fragmentary. The base has the
Greek letters OATΣM (not illustrated, and from the description it is not clear whether these are
cast/stamped or incised, just that they are set in a semicircle). H.: 5.2cm, diameter: 4.2cm (Bilkei 1980,
83, pl. IV, No. 148; MNM (Budapest), Inv. No.: 54.32.24). Emailed 5.6.2014

286 Unknown provenance, but probably Hungary
Silvered bronze cylinder decorated with bands of lines; the base and top are damaged (Bilkei 1980, 83,
pl. IV, No. 149). H.: 5cm, diameter: 4,2cm.
287 Unknown provenance (probably Netherlands)
Thin-walled, probably raised cylindrical inkwell with its cover missing (Koster 1997, 92). The vessel is
divided into three undecorated zones by lathe-turned lines (Acc. No. 1991.12.2). Lathe-turning marks
clearly visible on base; this is a very fine inkwell, possibly tinned or silvered?
473 Vagnari, Gravina, Puglia (Italy)
A cylindrical inkwell without its lid is known from Grave F35, probably of late 2nd to early 3rd century
date (Small et al. 2007, 165-172, figs. 16-17, Find P974). There are two bands of incised lines above the
base and below the rim; the copper-alloy outer body and base are described as tinned. Height: 4.8cm,
diameter: 4.2. Grave F 35 is of an adult male was buried in extended position in a pit, with his head to
the east, and with tegulae covering part of the body; a libation funnel made of imbrices was positioned
on the torso. There are no pathologies but his dentitions shows some carious lesions, mild calculus and
an abscess on the upper jaw. Subsequent isotope and mtDNA analysis showed him to be of likely local
origin (Prowse et al. 2010). The other grave goods were: a bone ‘ruler’ and iron wax spatula, an iron
punch, a possible iron awl, two melon beads, a bronze ring, hobnails from leather shoes, four ceramic
vessels (flanged bowl, beakers, bowl, two of which were placed near his hands) and a glass
unguentarium (Isings types 82 A2/B2a) and a single iron nail, thought by the excavators to have magical
properties. The iron tools, bone object and cylindrical container were all found near the left leg and are
interpreted by the excavators as the equipment of a leatherworker. They see the ‘scraper’ as being used
for cleaning animal skins, the bone object for spreading glue and the container for holding or warming
glue (Small et al. 2007, 171-2). However, the ‘scraper’ is in fact a wax spatula and in association with the
bone ‘ruler’ this makes it much more likely that we are seeing both writing equipment and
leatherworking tools placed by the man’s side. The cemetery is associated with an industrial vicus that
was probably part of an imperial estate.
288 Veszprém (Hungary)
Precise findspot and context not known (VBM, Inv. No. 55.275.542). Bronze cylinder densely covered
with incised circular lines (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III, No. 28). H.: 5.2cm, diameter at base: 3.2cm; everted lip
(diameter: 4cm).
289 -290 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Fragmentary inkwell with plain walls, Breite 3.9.1932 (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 130; Inv. No.: 32:1478).
Base of another inkwell, cast with turn-marks; diameter 3cm (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 130; Inv. No.: 561).

291 Wechmar (Lkr. Gotha), Thüringen (Germany)
Copper-alloy base and wall fragments with incised decoration, quite possibly from an inkwell; diameter
of base 5.2cm (pers. com. Thomas Schierl; to be published as part of Corpus der Römischen Funde im

Europäischen Barbaricum Deutschland Thüringen; cf. Kaufmann 1984, 111-2; pl. XXIX, 28-30). Found in
1939 in a large later Roman cemetery (Altfeld) in urned cremation burial 45a, which also contained a
melon bead and is dated to Eggers C1 (mid 2nd –mid 3rd century; Kleemann 2007, 216). Osteological
analysis suggests that Grave 45a is that of a child (Kleemann 2007, 226, Table 6); the cemetery may have
served a rural community that included veterans and people that had connections to the Roman
military.

292 -293 Xanten (Germany)
Two cylindrical inkwells from Xanten are illustrated by Bajusz (2004, fig. 1) without further information.
294 Zimmern „Schanwinkel-Nord“ (Unstrut-Hainich-Kreis), Thüringen (Germany)
Base fragment of a possible copper-alloy (with traces of tinning) inkwell, found as a stray find on a
settlement site in 2005 (pers. com. Thomas Schierl; to be published as part of Corpus der Römischen
Funde im Europäischen Barbaricum Deutschland Thüringen).

Dished and protruding
139 Bonn, Rosenstrasse (Germany)
Plain bronze inkwell, said to have been found in 1877 in a stone sarcophagus with Roman glass vessels is
thought to still contain dried ink (Weerth 1882, 96). It is described as having a projecting top with a
central opening.
Gaitzsch (2005, fig. 1) illustrates two bronze inkwells from Bonn. The one on the right might well be the
Rosenstrasse example above.

128 Cologne, St Severin II, 78 (Germany)
Copper-alloy inkwell with what Fremersdorf describes as traces of silvering and Päffgen as tinning, said
to still contain traces of ink (Fremersdorf 1933, 45-6, fig. 7,11; Päffgen 1992, 135, pl. 38, 13 & 16;
Fünfschilling 2012, fig. 35, 7). This is made from sheet metal with the join not soldered; both the base
and top are soldered on and both are decorated with rings. Damage to the top, possibly were the hinge
for the inner lid once was. H.: 6,8cm, base diameter: 4cm, diameter at top: 5,2cm; RGM Inv. No.: 30,
301. Some large gashes on side of body.
It was found in a cremation burial (Grave 78) with ceramic and glass vessels, a picturelamp and a knife
(Fremersdorf 1933, fig. 7). Full publication of this cemetery has established that this is a cremation burial
which was partly disturbed by a later inhumation grave (Päffgen 1992, 133-136, pl. 38 &117). In a a
wooden box were the ceramic urn, a glass balsamarium, a glass bottle, a glass jug, two ceramic beakers,
a picture lamp (cupid in a chariot) and a copper-alloy mirror. In an adjacent area cut to a slightly

different depth were pyre remains and burnt bones, an iron knife, a ceramic dish and two samian bowls
(one with animal bones) as well as the inkwell. It is unclear whether these are additional offerings for
the main (female) cremation or whether this is a double burial, possibly that of a woman and child
(Päffgen 1992, 134). It is dated to the later 1st – early 2nd century AD.
427 Cologne (Germany)
Cylindrical inkwell missing part of the lower body and the base; there is also some damage to the top.
The thin-walled body has one deeply incised line at the top, which is where the lid slots into the body.
The dished lid originally consisted of three elements: the inner lid/stopper is now missing (opening
measuring 1.1cm); there is then a circular element with multiple rings and an outer rim sloping
downward towards it. The latter somewhat protrudes over the body and was soldered on; this area is
now heavily restored. There is small hole (now only visible from underneath) on the edge of the rim.
RGM, Acc. No.: 901. Remaining height: 7cm; body diameter 4.8cm; lid diameter 5.7cm.

140 Cologne, Collection Niessen (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with projecting, dished lid; a chain links the inner lid to the edge of the lid (Niessen 1911,
201, pl. CXXI, No. 3829). H.: 3,9cm; lid diameter: 3,8cm; at base 2.8cm; RGM, Acc. No. 3829. The base
and lid are soldered on; formed over a mould rather than cast?
430 Cologne (Germany)
Small cylindrical inkwell with dished protruding lid; the latter has a central opening, which is heavily
damaged. The outer edge of the lid slopes downwards, as in my Nos. 140 & 431. The base and lid are
soldered on; the body appears to be mould-formed rather than cast; there are lathe-finishing marks on
the base. Height 4cm; diameter of lid 3.9cm, of base 3cm. Considerable amount of what appears to be
crumbly ink residue left inside. RGM, Acc. No. N3830.
431 Cologne (Germany)
RGM, Acc. No 903: Lid and base made separately and soldered on; dished, protruding lid with central
filling hole; the outer edge of the lid projects downwards quite sharply. Diameter at lid: 3.9cm; at base
3cm; height: 4cm. The base is lathe-finished but made over a mould rather than cast.
432 Cologne (Germany)
Heavily restored almost complete inkwell; mould formed with incised lines on body and circular lines on
base and lid. The lid is of the dished and protruding type, and was soldered onto the thin-walled body.
Height: 6.3cm; diameter at base 4.4. RGM, Acc. No. 86.22 or 86.350 (Fundzettel 04600).
433 Cologne (Germany)
Almost complete cylindrical inkwell, with only the inner lid missing. Diameter of body: 3cm; of lid,
4.2cm. Height: 4.9cm. The body is mould-formed and plain, with the plain base soldered on. The lid has
a very different corrosion product to the body. It is dished with a very large central opening (1.7cm),
protrudes over the body and is soldered on. Next to the central hole are the vertical remnants of the
hinge mechanism for the central lid. This consists of a rectangular element standing proud, and a slightly

wider section that extends into the body. A break in this could result in a shape similar to the key-holeshaped opening. RGM, Acc. No. N3832.

141 Krefeld/Meerbusch-Ossum (Germany)
This is a cremation in a stone cist, which contained a bronze inkwell and a stylus, which were covered in
a leather-like material; this is likely to be the carrying case (von Boeselager 1989, 224, footnote 7;
Steeger 1933a, 177, pl. 24.1; Steeger 1933b, fig. 5). Also found were five glass vessels; the cist was
covered by a stone mound (ibid, fig. 1). The bronze inkwell appears to be plain, with a dished, projecting
lid with central opening.
269 Ljubljana/Emona (Slovenia)
Fragmentary plain bronze inkwell; only the upper part with a sunken top and central opening survives.
From the Wiener Strasse cemetery; tiled grave 762, with a coin of Dalmatius (AD 337) and parts of a
ring. Diameter 4.2cm (Bilkei 1980, 76, pl. III.2; Petru 1972, 159, pl. XLIX,8).

142 Mauer an der Url, Lauriacum, Pannonia (Austria)
A spectacular hoard was discovered in 1937 just 40m south of the wall of the auxiliary fort; this
consisted of bronze vessels, bronze cult figurines, silver votive leaves, bronze standards and a number of
other bronze and iron objects, including bells, scales, knives and other tools (Noll 1980). Amongst these
was a bronze, cylindrical inkwell (Noll 1980, 101, pl. 36, No. 66). Its body has three bands of incised
circular decoration and there are further rings on the base. The lid is dished and Noll notes that the
filling hole is not quite central and roughly cut; he suggests the lid may have been a replacement. It
projects over the body and would originally have been soldered on. H.: 4,5cm; diameter of body 4,5cm,
of lid: 4,8cm. The hoard is dated stylistically (there were no coins) to the 3rd century AD and Noll (1980,
114-6) argues for an association with Alamannic attacks of AD 233.
143 Nida-Heddernheim (Germany)
Found in the fort at Heddernheim, now in Frankfurt Museum. Cylindrical inkwell with circular decoration
just above base; wide lid with central opening. Height: 5.4cm (Lindenschmit 1911, 308, No. 994, pl. 53,
No 995).
This is probably the same as the bronze inkwell published by Kohlert-Nemeth (1990, 91-93) and
described as having a top that projects beyond the body, with the outside sloping downwards and the
central part sloping inwards towards the central hole. H.: 5,25cm; diameter at top: 5cm; bought in 1883
(Inv. No. X 4093).

145 Regensburg, Bavaria (Germany)
Cylindrical inkwell made from thin bronze; the base is raised and a simple (?incised) double line marks
the base and middle. The lid is made of lead but covered in bronze and protrudes to form a lip; it drops

gently towards the central filling hole. Height: 4.4cm; diameter 5cm (Schnurbein 1977, 197, pl. 110).
Found in an inhumation burial (grave 824, orientated N-S), with a silver amulet (elongated, six-sided
objects with 3 suspension loops) and an iron chisel; the latter could in fact be a wax spatula (Schnurbein
1977, 197, pl. 110). No dating evidence, but presumably later Roman.
Note that a similar amulet, containing silver and gold sheets inscribed with Coptic magical texts, is
known from Windisch-Oberburg (Kosack 2004); this is thought to be a female grave on the basis of the
other grave goods and dated to the first half of the fifth century.

Unusual inkwells
This is not a type, but simply a grouping of inkwells for which no individual parallels could be found.
117 Augst (Switzerland)
No. 130: Inkwell with double walls: an outer one made from bronze sheet metal and an inner one made
from iron; a small protrusion near the base may have originally connected it to another inkwell
(Fünfschilling 2012, 191, 218, pl. 5, No. 130). Two bands of incised circular lines; from an undated
context in Insula 31; Inv. 1978.7024. Reddish and black material from the base were identified as iron.
H.: 3,4cm; diameter: 2,8cm.

119 Bregenz/Brigantium (Austria)
Inkwell made from thick, folded-together bronze sheet; the lid has a rectangular opening and one side is
extended to act as a closing flap (Konrad 1997, 93). H.: 3,8cm, width: 2,4cm (ibid, 217).
In Grave 506, attributed to Phase IV (350-370), the inkwell was found to the right of the head while a
bronze bracelet was worn on the left arm (ibid, 217, pl. 28A). Not sexed but likely to be female due to
the bracelet.
220 Cologne, Collection Niessen (Germany)
Bronze inkwell with slightly everted top and base and plain top; circular design on middle of wall
(Niessen 1911, 201, pl. CXXI, No. 3838). H.: 4,4cm, diameter at top: 5,6cm; diameter at base 6cm. RGM,
Acc. No. 3838. This is cast and lathe-finished; the solid, protruding base makes me wonder about lantern
holders, but the lid fits on very snugly; it is noticeable that the corrosion on the lid is different, so it
could be a later addition.

425 Cologne (Germany)
Cylindrical inkwell that is similar to KL610 in that the top is narrower (diameter 4.7cm) than the base
(diameter 5.1cm). Height: 3.9cm. The body is cast and has mouldings as well as incised lines; the lid is
flat with circular lines, the base appears to be plain. The filling hole (diameter 0.9cm) is slightly offcentre. RGM, Acc. No. 67, 543. In both these inkwells the top is completely flat and not dished; they
both differ in this from my No 220, which has a similar shape and body but a slot-on lid.
426 Cologne (Germany)
Inkwell with cylindrical body that unusually is narrower at the top (diameter 5.3cm) than at the base
(diameter 5.6cm). Height: 4.5cm. This appears to be cast, and the body is decorated with multiple
(seven) mouldings. The base and lid were soldered on; the lid does not protrude. The base has circular
marks from lathe-finishing and the lid has a larger (diameter 1.2cm) central hole and a smaller opening
right next to it (0.2cm). RGM, Acc. No. KL610. It is wider and of a different shape to the Biebrich inkwells.

120 Geresdlak (Hungary)
A cast, bronze inkwell was found in a male burial dated to the later Roman period; the body, which
narrows towards the top, has two wide bands decorated with angled lines facing in opposite directions
(Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 142). The execution of this design is described as clumsy. H.: 4.8cm, diameter:
3cm.
482 Jordan, unknown provenance
Bronze inkwell with cup-like body, pedestal base and concave top; there are incised lines below the rim.
Two semi-circular handles are fixed by rivets to the rim; when not used to carry the inkwell they could
be folded on top of the flattened rim (Khairy 1980, 159, fig. 5a). Height: 4.9cm; diameter: 5.4cm;
diameter of filling hole: 0.9cm. This inkwell is in the possession of E. Krueger of the German Evangelical
Institute of Archaeology of the Holy Land, Amman. It is apparently identical to No. 124 from Qumran
and could in fact be the same inkwell.

483 Jordan, unknown provenance
Fragmentary bronze inkwell with a rounded base, concave top and two semicircular handles similar to
Nos. 482 and 124 (Khairy 1980, 160, fig. 5b). Height: 3.8cm; diameter 6.1cm; diameter of filling hole:
0.9cm. This inkwell is in the possession of E. Krueger of the German Evangelical Institute of Archaeology
of the Holy Land, Amman.

121 London, King William Street/Gracechurch Street (UK)
Bronze inkwell (Acc. No. A22749; Wheeler 1930, 58, fig. 11.2) – this inkwell has a hinged lid, with a small
circular central opening (0.6cm). At the front is a lock mechanism, effectively like a hinge (the loop is
broken, but the protruding part with a hole for passing a pin through survives. It is interesting that this
inkwell has a pointed, conical base – so perhaps it originally rested in a wooden stand or was placed in a
hole on a desk. There is a lump of corroded bronze on the left side of the body and smaller lumps on the
opposing side. These could relate to the find context or indicate the inkwell was originally fixed to
another.
H.: 76mm, W.: 50mm. The Museum records state that it was found at the Lloyds Bank site with A22750
(a copper-alloy bowl handle) and 1st century Gaulish pottery, 18 ft down. This is at 61-66 King William
Street (pers.comm. Jenny Hall; cf. ambert 1921, 60).

122 Pompeii (Italy)
Hexagonal bronze inkwell; the top does not protrude beyond the body and is dished towards the central
hole (Riz 1990, 40, pl. 10,3). There appear to be two lids, a thin, disc-like hinged lid and a thicker lid but
on other images it appears that the ‘second lid’ is in fact a large loop (Blanck 1997, fig. 14; Piranomonte

2016, fig. 9). NMN 115614. This inkwell is said to come from the Casa di Oppius Gratus (pers. com.
Riccardo Berriola).
476 Salona (Salon, Croatia)
A curious addition to this group may be represented by an antiquarian find from Salona, near Split in
Croatia. This is described as a bronze inkwell (Split Museum Acc. No. 147) which still contained a hard
mass interpreted as ink and has a central opening (Bulić 1894, 164-5, fig. 4; cf. Bilkei 1980, 70). This is said
to have had a highly decorated lid, which was fitted through the central hole by means of a protrusion.
The lid has three concentric rings with bands of enamelled decoration (black-blue with white crossshaped flowers, green with white cross-shaped flowers and yellow with five-petalled flowers). The rim
of the lid is described as very damaged. This appears to be a composite object, representing a cylindrical
bronze inkwell to which either an originally hexagonal modified enamelled lid of Type Johns or an
enamelled disc was fitted. No response from museum.

123 Stobi, Skopje (Macedonia)
A highly unusual grave (698) contained three inhumations – a male and female buried first and a third
male added later on (Spasovska Dimitrioska 1996). The woman had a glass bracelet, a glass cup and
bottle and a coin of Lucius Verus (161-169). The male buried with her had wooden tablets, iron styli and
a coin of Diocletianus (284-305) while the second male had a coin of Maximilian (286-305), 13 wooden
writing tablets, an iron stylus and an inkwell. There was evidence for a dark brown textile placed on his
body, and shoes by his feet. The inkwell is said to be of bronze, “on which a silver label with traces of
gold plating was attached bearing a vague depiction of a monogram or animal” (ibid., 134). Both males
had fractures of the humerus and radius, which is interpreted as possibly indicating a punishment given
their possible role as scribes. The burials were in a stone cist and associated with two inscribed
tombstones; they are interpreted as those of parents and son and dated to the end of the 3rd-mid 4th
century AD.

124 Qumran (Israel)
This is of bronze inkwell, shaped like a cup with a dished lid and central opening; fitted to the rim of the
lid on two sides is a large, plain handle (Davies et al. 2011, 66; cf. Fünfschilling 2012, 188; Päffgen 1992,
252). This inkwell is said to be from the so-called scriptorium at Qumran and thought to pre-date AD 68.
However, the interpretation of the building has been challenged and the dating of its earlier phases are
debated, even if the destruction of the site during the Jewish Revolt is still generally accepted (Davies et
al. 2011, 174-181).

219 Xanten (Germany)
Inkwell of bronze or possibly brass, giving the vessel a reddish surface appearance; this is of a shape very
similar to that of samian inkwells, with a heavy, globular body (Bridger 1993, 78, 256, pl. 62, No. Mg 54).
H.: 5.5cm, diameter at base 6.1cm; at top 7.4cm. Volume: 230ml, weight 134g. Inv. RMX 88,08.039.
Made from four parts; notable are the two small air holes either side of the main central opening and
the downwards extensions around the latter. Found in the Rhine near Xanten during gravel extraction
with many other bronze and silver vessels, iron tools and other artefacts (Schalles & Schreiter 1993).
68 Zalaszentgrót (Hungary)
From a late Roman tiled tomb dated to the 4th century by coins of Constantine the Great (GM
(Zalaegerszeg), Inv. No. 73.1.2). Cast bronze cylinder, lid missing; the body is decorated with two silver
wires and a central bronze wire. From the latter emerges a vegetal design consisting of alternate leaves
(bronze), berries and tendrils (silver); there is a ring of incised lines at the base (Bilkei 1980, 77, pl. III,
No. 25 and fig. 9; Müller 1976, 56, fig. 11, 2a-d). H.: 4.7cm, diameter: 3.5-3.9cm. Stylistically, this

appears to be an inkwell made at a much earlier date, which may have been curated for a very
considerable time period (Bilkei 1980, 74).
The original report (Müller 1976, 59-60 11) states that the crossbow brooch was found near the head in a
disturbed grave while the inkpot was on the right side of the spine. On the left side of the grave an iron
sword with remains of its scabbard (fig. 11, 4a-4b) was found. There were coins of Constantinus I,
Constantinus I and Crispus.

Silver ikwells
105 Aquileia (Italy)
In the cemetery along the Via gemina to the north-east of the town a burial area containing twelve urns
and an inhumation was excavated; a large stone urn contained a glass cremation urn and a set of writing
equipment. This consisted of two inkwells (105-6), ivory writing tablets, an ivory ring, five iron styli, an
ivory pen with the handle ending in a hoof, an iron knife, a silver spoon and a wax spatula.
Inkwell No. 10 (105) is made from silver; it appears to be decorated with concentric lines (Maionica
1903, 363-4). Inkwell No. 10 is said to have a niello decoration on the lid (Feugère 2000; cf. Božič &
Feugère 2004, 25, fig. 21). The second inkwell is of bronze and stamped (No. 106).

111 Mtskheta, Tiblisi (Georgia)
A silver vessel interpreted as an inkwell was found, with a bone stylus, in 1958 at Mtskheta in a grave of
the first century AD (Sovetskaiia arkheologiia 1 1964, 220, footnote 139 12).
159 Nîmes (France)
Cremation grave (No. 130) discovered in 1927, containing a glass urn with cremated remains and two
ceramic flagons, five glass vessels, including a perfume bottle, a bronze lamp and lamp stand, an iron
ring/buckle, a gold ring with a gemstone engraved with a female figure holding a sceptre and scales, a
bone comb and a bone instrument in the shape of an arm, a phallus-shaped pebble and a bronze stylus
and ivory writing tablets (Fiches & Veyrac 1996, 444-445, fig. 344, No. 7). Also found were two coins, the
legible one being identified as one of Trajan.
The image is not very clear and the vessel was not originally identified as an inkwell but described as a
cylindrical silver vessel with a height of 3.2cm and a diameter of 2.8cm. Božič & Feugère (2004, 35)
identify it as an inkwell of the type with a closed lid and central suspension chain and cite the parallel
from Drnovo (see 157).
11
12

I am grateful to Ünige Bencze for her translation
Thanks to Heinrich Härke for translation of this reference.

450 Unknown provenance (London antiquities market)
A hexagonal silver inkwell sold on the London antiquities market in 2010 decorated with niello inlay
http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC-4017&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign). The
decoration consists of geometric and floral designs on each of the side panels and a wreath around the
central opening on the lid, which appears to slope downwards. Height: 46mm. There are three feet.
Hexagonal inkwells are rare but not unknown (e.g. No. 122 from Pompeii); niello inlay of this type occurs
more frequently on belts and some early vessels (Deschler-Erb 2000) as well as 3rd century Gaulish silver
vessels (Baratte 1978; Martin-Kilcher 1985). The inkwells of Type Noll with black and silver decoration
can more accurately be described as Corinthian bronze. Both the decoration and the shape suggest a
date in the 3rd century.
451 Xanten, now in Bonn (Germany)
A hexagonal silver lid may come from an inkwell. This has six lines running from the large inner opening
to the edge; the fields created by this are decorated with vines in niello. There are no traces of
soldering; the underside is plain. The central opening is wider than on most inkwells. 4.1cm across,
interior diameter 2.2cm. Now in LandesMuseum Bonn; Inv. No. 1966.5-1 (information kindly provided
by Susanne Willer).
The silver lid is part of a hoard found in 1964 in Xanten (Insula 20), which contained 390 coins and 15
artefacts, of which 10 survive. There are three silver spoons, a silver bowl and a bent handle of a silver
vessel; the jewelery comprises: a silver key ring (inscribed PRIMI in niello), a silver ring set with a coin of
Hadrian, a gold ring with a nicolo griffin, a pair of gold earrings and two gold fragments. The vessel has a
fish in niello on its interior base, and two of the spoons also have niello decoration (Gelsdorf 1997, figs
7-8; Gelsdorf 1995, 259-260, fig. 9; Martin Kilcher 1985, 147-149). The vessel has a graffito (VIKIINI) and
one of the spoons has an inscription in niello (GALIKNI). The hoard’s deposition is dated to AD 260 or
shorty afterwards by the coins, but some of the objects may have been quite old (several are worn, and
the spoon decorated with Dolichenus symbols probably predates AD 235, when the cult declines in the
region). It is thought to have been deposited due to its metal value (possibly as a recycling hoard),
possibly in response to Frankish incursions.

Lead inkwells
475 Bath (UK)
Pewter inkpot, with the base and sides cast in one piece; there are traces of solder where the lid is
joined to the body. The vessel was lathe-finished; there are two circular grooves on the top surrounding
the slightly irregular central hole (Sunter & Brown 1988, 20, fig. 11, No. 33 13). Height: 58mm, diameter
47mm.
The inkpot was found in 1979 (CS layer 3, SF624) within the sacred spring in the temple of Sulis Minerva,
where it had been thrown together with multiple other pewter vessels, coins, curse tablets and votive
13
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offerings of personal adornment. Deposits were made throughout much of the Roman period, but the
associated pewter vessels are thought to date to the 2nd-3rd century AD.

454 Cologne (Germany)
Inkwell described as being of lead (Fremersdorf 1964, 27, pl. 103). Diameter at widest point: 6.8cm;
height: 4.7cm. This has a slightly raised/defined foot, a bowl-shaped body, a defined neck and a slightly
dished top. The latter has a central opening (diameter: 1.2cm). RGM, Acc. No. 24, 402.
477-479 Delos (Greece)
Three lead inkwells with a globular body and in two cases with a flat, dished lid are known from Delos
(Deonna 1938, 255-6, pl. 81). The best preserved example (No. B3562, pl. 81, 680) comes from near the
Temple of Aphrodite. Height: 4cm, diameter 5.5cm. The other two are said to be similar. The exact
context and date are unclear, but these could be of late Hellenistic or even early Roman date.

112 Dunaújváros, Intercisa? (Hungary)
Cylindrical inkwell made from lead, with parts of the upper body damaged (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No.
138). H.: 6cm, diameter 3cm. Bilkei refers to an earlier publication by Fitz (1957, 396, No. 30, pl. LXXVI,
4-5); there, this vessel is associated with a lid, which is described as having two holes and a raised
double lip.

113 Mautern, Favianis (Austria)
Lead inkwell with a projecting lid that has a central opening; height: 3,2cm; base diameter: 2,8cm; rim
diameter: 3,8cm; central opening diameter 1,3cm (Pollack 1993, 203, pl. 32, Grave 237). This was
protected by a lead cylindrical container, now very fragmented (height: 4cm; diameter at base: 4,2cm).
Museum Mautern, Inv. No. 120.
This inkwell is from inhumation grave 237 in the eastern cemetery, oriented NO-SW; the other grave
goods are: glass bottle, necklace consisting of 23 beads (glass and amber); bracelet consisting of five
black glass beads, one of which depicts a face and an intaglio of green glass depicting Orpheus. From the
grave goods this is thought to be a female burial, and is dated to the first phase of this late Roman
cemetery (2nd half 4th century AD: Pollack 1993, 109, 113-114).

114 Zengővárkony (Hungary)
From a male burial (Grave 11b) set within a late Roman cemetery and dated by a coin of Constantine the
Great comes a lead inkwell; this is a now flattened and damaged cylinder, which appears to widen
towards the top (Bilkei 1980, 82, pl. IV, No. 143). H.: 4,1cm, diameter at base: 3cm.

115-116 Unknown provenance, but probably Hungary
Bilkei (1980, 83) lists two lead examples (MNM (Budapest), Inv. No. 54.32.27 and 54.32.28) of unknown
provenance.

Unassigned fragments and unillustrated/poorly illustrated examples
221-222 Cologne, Jakobstrasse (Germany)
In two graves dug in 1929 and 1930 but only published in 1991 bronze containers were found, which are
said to have contained black ink; the objects themselves were destroyed in the 2nd World War, as were
some of the associated grave goods (Friedhoff 1991, 195). Both graves are dated to the later 3rd-first half
of the 4th century, and both are the graves of women.
Grave 64: cylindrical bronze pyxis with lid made from sheet bronze; found in a stone sarcophagus with a
ceramic jug, a ceramic plate, a box containing a glass mirror, the inkwell, a necklace made from 211
gagat/jet beads and an amulet depicting a couple facing each other, a gagat/jet bracelet complete and
fragments of further gagat/jet hairpins, 2 bone hairpins, fragments from a further bracelet and from the
box. This is described as the grave of a woman (Friedhoff 1991, 227, pl. 70).
Grave 80: silvered, elongated little container with lid; found in a stone sarcophagus which had been
disturbed but which had contained a chalk deposit; this is described as a female grave (Friedhoff 1991,
230-231, pl. 9 & 72). Also found were: cylindrical glass vessel, sherds of a further vessel/unguent bottle,
a painted glass plate, a silver hairpin, lead frame of a mirror, an ivory staff, an object made from walrusteeth, two beads, a bronze ring, hairpins with sheet gold and an unidentified coin.

223 Győr (Hungary)
From a cremation in the cemetery at the Kálvária Street (XJM (Győr) Inv. No. 53.153.18); fragments of
bronze cylindrical inkwell (Bilkei 1980, 78, No. 61, not illustrated).

471 Jülich-Königshäuschen (Germany)
A bronze inkwell (not illustrated) was found in a cremation grave but it is not clear from the preliminary
report whether it was associated with the illustrated bronze bowl. The cemetery is associated with a
villa rustica and occupied from the mid 1st to late 2nd/3rd century (Wagner 1995, 70).

224 Loughor/Leucarum (UK)
Incomplete and very distorted body of a cylindrical inkwell, with ‘light double-moulded collars around
the top and bottom edge and around the centre’ (Marvell & Owen-John 1997, 253, fig. 96, No. 74).
Height: 42mm. 53\1142 (476) and 53\1361 (503). According to Museum records (kindly provided by Dr
Mark Lewis) this equates to: fill of post-trench in Building 3.4; Period II (Phase 3) - c.AD 80 - c.85. Now in
Cardiff National Museum (Acc.No.: 98.6H/3.200). Building 3.4 is a granary (Marvell & Owen-John 1997,
119-122).

440 Mainz-Kastel (Germany)
Päffgen (1992, 245) references an inkwell from a cremation burial at this site; according to records at
the RGZM (pers.com. Peter Bibinger) two inhumations and at least six cremation burials were found in
1952 in a street called "Glacisweg". The inkwell was part of the grave goods of one cremation burial, but
further details and the current location of the inkwell are unknown. The cemetery is about 1km from the
Roman fort at Mainz-Kastel, but may belong to the vicus or to a nearby villa rustica.

225 Nijmegen East (Netherlands)
A flattened, cylindrical inkwell was found within the fortress (principia); this pre-dated the departure of
Legio X Gemina in 104 AD (Koster 1997, 92; CA 1966/1754). I am not convinced this is a really an inkwell
– it lacks lathe finished incised decoration, and appears to be of a much squatter shape.

226 Rheinzabern (Germany)
A bronze container is identified as an inkwell; this is from a cremation burial (Grave 233) and was found
with a ceramic urn and sherds of an amphora. The ‘inkwell’ is said to contain some black, fatty material
(Päffgen 1992, 250; Ludowici 1908, 186). H.: 6,2cm; diameter 2,4cm. This appears to be more elongated
than most inkwells and identification is not certain as the object is not illustrated.

227 Saalburg (Germany)
Plain inkwell with slightly wider base and narrow top; the lid is missing (Jacobi 1897, 452, pl. 70,2).

228 Ságvár (Hungary)
From the later Roman fortification Tricciana comes a cylindrical inkwell made from thin bronze (Bilkei
1980, 82, No. 141, not illustrated). H. 3cm, diameter 2,1cm.

229 Szőny (Hungary)
Fragment from the lower part of a bronze cylindrical inkwell decorated with double lines; from an
inhumation grave (Bilkei 1980, 79, No. 76, not illustrated; KDM (Tata), Inv. No. K712/2). H.: 3cm,
diameter 4.9cm.
Another inkwell from this site is referenced in the literature but was not seen by Bilkei (1980, 79, No.
83).

230 Tác, Gorsium (Hungary)
From the grave of a child (Grave 244) in the later Roman cemetery of Gorsium comes a fragment of a
bronze inkwell (Bilkei 1980, 81, No. 107, not illustrated).

231 Unknown provenance, but probably Hungary
Bilkei (1980, 83) lists a further bronze inkwell (MNM (Budapest), Inv. No. 54.32.26).

441 Wehringen, Bavaria (Germany)
Päffgen (1992, 245) refers to an inkwell in Grave 3 from this site; the reference given (Nuber & Radnoti
1969, 37-49, figs. 6-13) does indeed discuss a very rich cremation grave dated to about AD 200. This was
set in a monumental structure and may the grave of a woman although the possibility that objects from
multiple cremations were deposited together is also discussed. The report mentions what may be
pyxides (ibid, 40) but these are not illustrated and not identified as inkwells. More recent summaries of
the site notes that the cemetery is associated with a villa, and that Grave 3 was under a barrow with
stone revetments. The female cremation was in a glass urn with lead lid and wrapped in silk (Czysz et al.
1995, 532-533; Nuber 2000, 166-8). The grave contained ca. 200 objects, often in sets of three, which is
interpreted as either ostentatious display or a reflection of the numbers of diners at a funerary feast.
There are parts of a bed and three tables, three jug and patera handwashing sets as well as three bowls
commonly thought to be for the washing of feet. Dining/drinking equipment is represented by three
bronze and six brass jugs as well as bronze sieves and more than 50 glass and ceramic vessels. Three
strigils (Hercules handle) and unguentaria were also found, as was a marble mortar and pestle and a
folding knife. The object of interest to us is described as an inkwell but not illustrated in detail; on Nuber
2000, fig. 140 it appears to be missing the lid and to have either mouldings or incised lines. Now in the
Prähistorische Staatssammlung München.

Detached aperture covers and lids
Aperture covers and lids are obviously not very useful typological categories as they reflect chance
survival rather than a clear type. However, given the difficulties of distinguishing inkwell aperture covers

and lids from the lids of some other bronze vessels, the decision was made to list individual finds (other
than Type Noll and the rotating aperture type) here, but where they can be assigned to an inkwell type,
they are cross-referenced below and in the relevant type section. Note that the desciptions below use
the terminology employed in the original publication (e.g. inner lid or lid rather than aperture cover).

Type Biebrich zoomorphic aperture covers
299 Augst (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid, probably Type Biebrich preserving the closing mechanism; the knob is described as ‘beeshaped’ and connected to a small disc underneath (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 117; fig. 40). From
a context in Insula 20 dated AD 50-100. Inv. 1967.1992; diameter 2cm.
300 Eining (Germany)
Inkwell lid with a zoomorphic knob shaped like a bee or fly; this is an unpublished find from the fort at
Eining now in the PSM (Prähistorische Staatsammlung München: Inv. No. 1976,2267; Flügel 1993, 86,
footnote 262). This is thought to be similar to the example from Kempten.
301 Kempten, Cambodunum (Germany)
Bronze inner inkwell lid with knob shaped like a fly or bee (Flügel 1993, 86, pl. 31, No. 106; Inv. No.
1936,3260). The zoomorphic knob moved a triangular iron lock plate on the lid’s underside. This lid was
found in a building in the north vicus; diameter: 2,9cm. A parallel is known from Eining.
403 Nijmegen, Kopsehof (Netherlands)
Inner lid, with a sliding lock mechanism underneath which is moved by a knob in the shape of a fly or
bee at the top. Diameter of lid: 1.7cm. The insect has two clearly defined wings and a rounded head; it
sites on an elongated sheet that was riveted to the element below the lid. Similar examples are known
from Augst, Kempten and Eining (Nos. 299-301). Acc. No. 370.3.233; 18-9-90. The auxiliary camp has a
terminus ante quem of AD 69/70.

302 Zurzach (Switzerland)
An inner lid with the bolt rendered as a bird was identified as a decorative rivet in the original report
(Hänggi et al. 1994, 570, pl. 40) but is thought by Božič (2001c, fig. 1) to be from an inkwell. This is
supported by its association with a bone stylus within a pit, which also contained the iron blade of a
knife and two pieces of pottery, including a south-Gaulish Drag. 27 fragment. The pit is within the fort,
and dates to the early first century AD.

Type Biebrich and related 1st-2nd century aperture covers

303- 309 Augst (Switzerland)
303: Inkwell lid, probably Type Biebrich preserving the closing mechanism; the knob is connected to an
elongated sheet metal bolt below. From a context in Region 20B that contained mainly 2nd and 4th
century material; Inv. 1964.10825 (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 118). Diameter 1,6cm.
304: Inkwell lid with central knob that moved an iron closing mechanism below; from an early 2nd
century context in Insula 31 (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 142). Inv. 1963.8801; diameter: 4,1cm.
305: Inkwell lid with concentric lines on the outer edge and an off-centre knob; this could be moved but
did not open up the rectangular opening visible on the underside (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No.
143). On one edge is a small rivet and traces of a rectangular attachment, possibly a hinge; on the other
edge is a small handle (this is very unusual on inkwells). Strayfind; Inv. 1907.1640; diameter: 4,4cm.
306: Inkwell lid with central opening in which sits another lid with a closing mechanism; this consists of
flat, semi-circular knob that moved an elongated piece of sheet metal (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No.
145). On the other side are three small lugs from a hinge. From a first century context in Insula 34. Inv.
1978.6729; diameter: 4,4cm.
307: Inkwell lid with a knob fixed onto a rectangular plate on the top, connected to a now lost piece of
sheet metal below (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 145). The opening is rectangular. From a context
dated to AD 70-210 in Region 4G/5B; this also contained an iron stylus; Inv. 1975.3375. Diameter: 2,9cm.
308: Inner inkwell lid with a knob fixed onto a rectangular plate on the top (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6,
No. 146). From a context dated to AD 10-200 in Insula 5/9; Inv. 1966.4484. Diameter: 3,1cm.
309: Inkwell lid with keyhole-shaped opening; the knob for the closing mechanism is on a rectangular
plate (Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 147). From an undated context in Insula 24; Inv. 1958.10682.

310-312 Magdalensberg (Austria)
310: inner lid with a round knob riveted to a pointed plate on the underside, which acts as the closing
mechanism; diameter 2.3cm (Deimel 1987, 172-3, pl. 33/6).
311: inner lid decorated with two concentric rings and with a square-to-onion-shaped knob linked to the
bolt beneath; diameter 2cm. In layers dated 20 BC to 10 BC (Deimel 1987, 173, pl. 33/7).
312: fragment of lid with decorated knob (Deimel 1987, 173, pl. 33/10).
96 Risstissen (Germany)
From the same site (and possibly even the same vessel) as a base stamped GALLVS (No. 95) comes an
inner lid with a diameter of 1.8cm (Ulbert 1970, 30, pl. 10, 149). This is a small disc, through which a

ribbed, onion- or poppy-shaped knob is riveted; this is off centre, as is a small hole through which this lid
was presumably originally fitted to the outer lid. The lid could thus be swivelled sideways.

Aperture covers with inner lip from inkwells or pyxides
325 Augst (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid with the top decorated with concentric lines; in the middle is a small, mushroom-shaped knob
with two small buttons to one side and on the underside an iron closing mechanism. Fünfschilling (2012,
220, pl. 6, No. 141) suggests that this inner part was originally lose to explain the closing mechanism.
From an undated context in Region 5C; Inv. 1964.8708. Diameter: 3,2cm.
326 Caerleon (UK)
Unpublished copper-alloy lid (National Roman Legion Museum, Caerleon, Accession Nr. 31.78) said to be
from Caerleon (Old Museum of Antiquities Collections). The 1920’s catalogue entry reads: ‘Bronze lid
with horizontal catch worked through slot by external knob making a pointed catch project laterally into
a slot in the rim of the vessel.’ Diameter 49mm.
Information kindly provided by Dr Mark Lewis, who also provided photos. Given its size, this is quite
possibly from a pyxis rather than an inkwell.
327 Colchester (UK)
There is an inkwell inner lid with lock mechanism amongst the miscellaneous and unidentified copperalloy objects in Colchester (Crummy 1983, 165, fig. 204, 4642; N. Crummy pers.comm.). On the inside of
the circular lid there is a triangular piece of sheet copper-alloy fixed by a rivet to the top; this allowed
the lid to be closed. There is a small cut-out in the wall. The inkwell lid is from Boudican destruction
debris on the Balkerne Lane site; diameter 19,5mm.
328 Kempten, Cambodunum (Germany)
Bronze inkwell (or more likely pyxis) lid with circular knob and iron lock plate and decoration on the
outer edge of the rim; diameter 5,3cm (Flügel 1993, 87, pl. 31, No. 107; Inv. No. 1936,812). From burnt
debris in the cellar of a building within the north vicus, which also contained a Dupondius of Hadrian
(TPQ AD 119/121).
329 London, Bucklersbury House, Walbrook (UK)
Inner lid consisting of a circular disc (diameter 16mm) with a triangular knob at the top (combined
height 1.1cm); the latter may represent a rather crude lion’s or panther’s head. The knob is riveted to a
lock mechanism below – this has a protrusion fitting into a semi-circular opening on the lid – on the
opposite side is a further small hole but the pin could not be turned from one to the other as only the
first opening is cut through to the base. It is difficult to tell how much the knob could be lifted or
manipulated, so presumably the lid acted as a stopper with a sliding bolt; the small hole would have

acted to secure the lid to the outer lid, perhaps with a wire. Acc. No. 19486. The Museum of London has
an outer lid (Acc. NO. 19779, my No. 30) from the same site but the two do not belong to each other.
330 London, 1 Poultry (UK)
Possible inkwell lid, finely made with concentric mouldings (Hill & Rowsome 2011, 508, fig. 70, S213).
The inner lid consists of a boss with a knob made of a differently coloured metal; the boss is secured on
the underside by a shank and roughly made footplate. The edges of the lid are seated for insertion into a
vessel. Diam.: 21mm. This is actually probably from a pyxis.
This lid came from Boudiccan destruction debris (Period 2, Phase 3 – AD 60/1-65), amongst with were a
wooden writing tablet and an iron stylus.
331 Magdalensberg (Austria)
33/9: inner lid with diameter of 1.9cm; dated to 25 AD + (Deimel 1987, 173, pl. 33/9).
332 Nijmegen West cemetery (Netherlands)
Partially preserved inkwell, identical in construction to Koster No. 124 = my No. 37 (Koster 2013, 159;
Koster 1997, 91-2). Only parts of the side and cover and the lid are preserved, but this is a thin-walled
cylindrical inkwell, lathe-finished and tinned on the outside. The cover is decorated with concentric
lines; the hinged lid has an unusual knob in the shape of a triangular mask with a large nose. Diameter of
cover: 3.9cm. Ulp.1982.411mf. Fragments I saw in museum are tiny and not diagnostic.
From Grave 1 in the west cemetery – dated by associated samian ware to 80-100 AD (Koster 2013, 4649; Koster 1997, 92). Grave 1 is located in the NE corner of the largest masonry enclosure, and consists
of a large wooden chamber (2.20x2.15m) containing between 70 and 80 objects (Koster 1997, 19-20).
These included 21 samian vessels, 5 other ceramic vessels, a lamp of type Loeschcke IX and 25 glass
vessels. Especially remarkable is the presence of 13 amber objects (a sleeping amor, a box with a child’s
head, a bear, fish, an amphora, shells, distaffs, a comb, ring and disc: Koster 2009, colour pl. 25); there
was also a rock crystal ring with a crescent and two stars in gold leaf. As well as the inkwell there was a
wax spatula, two styli and a knife, several beads and a bone box. Analysis of the cremated remains
suggests that this is the grave of a woman aged between 20-30 years old.
333 Verulamium/St Albans (UK)
Small circular inner lid, probably from an inkwell or pyxis but not recognised as such at the time of
publication. The central knob is held by a rivet and a flat ‘washer’; there is a large and a small edge
perforation (Waugh & Goodburn 1972, 126, fig. 38, No. 110). From gravel floor, XIV, 5 Room 4, dated
to AD 270-350.
334 Verulamium/St Albans (UK)
Copper alloy lid with knob handle on top and lock mechanism on underside; diameter 60mm on the top.
There are two incised circles and two small holes on the upper side (the latter are unusual and might be
for a small handle). The lock mechanism (thought to be spring-based mechanism triggered by sliding the
knob sideways) was originally obscured by a sheet of copper, which is now corroded. The object was
found on top of a road surface dated to the late 4th or early 5th century (Context No. 372, SF 1046;

Verulamium Museum extension 1996-1997). Thanks to Adam Klups from Verulamium Museum for this
information.
335 Xanten (Germany)
Bronze lid, probably from an inkwell; circular concentric lines and a circular knob (Steiner 1911, 101, pl.
XII,4). Diameter 3,8cm; excavations ‘auf der alten Burg’.

Inkwell lids with inner lip/flange
377 Baden, Aquae Helveticae (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid with concentric rings (Holliger 1989, 74, No. 60, pl. 6; Inv. No.: 1704). Could belong to the
inkwell body found on the same site (241). This is the site of hot springs and an associated vicus, with
most of the bronze finds derived from the vicus and dated to the first century AD (Holliger 1989, 58).
378 Bucium, Orăştiora de Sus (Romania)
Bronze outer inkwell lid, with two raised circular ribs defining an area that was decorated with a raised
area of reddish bronze, only parts of which survive (Bajusz 2004, 370, fig. 9). Parts of the hinge for the
inner lid remain. Diameter: 37mm; diameter of opening: 11mm. Found in the principia of the fort, from
disturbed layers.
379 Caerleon, Caerleon Gates (UK)
Outer inkwell lid, preserving the remains of the hinge for the inner lid; there is also a small hole at the
opposite side in the sunken rim of the aperture (Evans & Metcalf 1992, 153, No. 329). Diameter: 2.7cm.
The top is decorated with two concentric rings and there are traces of silvering. The inkwell id is from
Block B, Phase II; this is the Flavian period barrack block of the legionary fortress (Evans & Metcalf 1992,
38). Now in Caerleon Legionary Museum (Acc. No.: 4.39.048), with the original reference and photos
kindly provided by Dr Mark Lewis.
380 Camerton, Somerset (UK)
The concave top of a cylindrical inkwell made from leaded bronze. “The decoration is regular and crisply
cut. The small step around the central circular hole is a seating for the now missing lid. The hinge on
which the lid pivoted would have comprised the upper part of the small split plate which projects from
the lower face of the top. A rivet through this plate may have helped secure the top to the wall of the
pot, but solder was also used, and a thin layer of it can be seen over most of the lower face” (Jackson
1990, 46-47, pl. 13, No 127).
Amongst the metal-detected mid first century AD finds from Camerton, this may have been part of a
smith’s hoard associated with a military site (Jackson 1990, 18-25).

424 Leverkusen-Rheindorf
Possible inkwell lid, originally identfied as the handle of a bronze vessel (Uslar 1938, 230); the object is
affected by burning and lacks the downward extension present on many inkwell lids but may
nevertheless represent the remains of an inkwell. Other gravegoods in Cremation 94 consist of a
handled bronze vessel (remains of base and handle), five beads, a brooch (Scheibenfibel mit hohem
Nadelhalter), fragments of a bone comb as well as ceramic vessels (including a samian bowl, Drag. 37);
the cremated remains have not been analysed, but are thought to be of a woman (pers.com. Klaus
Frank; cf. Frank 2011). The neighbouring grave 95 contained a stylus and a silver container for it,
suggesting literacy amongst the Germanic elite buried here.
381 London, Miles Lane/Upper Thames Street (UK)
Lid of a copper-alloy inkwell (Acc. No. A24073). The diameter of the lid is 48mm, the opening for the
inner lid 16mm. One side (the upper, judging from the (incomplete) downward protrusion surrounding
the inner opening) is completely plain, while the other has three circular bands, presumably from the
casting/manufacturing process.
385 Magdalensberg (Austria)
Fragments of another lid from layers dated 20 BC to 10 BC (Deimel 1987, 174, pl. 33/12).
386 Nijmegen East (Netherlands)
Cover of a bronze inkwell, with a diameter of 4.7cm (Koster 1997, 92); its construction is similar to that
of Koster No. 124 (= my No. 37, of Type Noll). Found in the eastern part of the praetentura of the
legionary fortress, and therefore has a terminus ante quem of AD 104 (CA 1951/trench39). On the
underside is the central downward extension and parts of the hinge mechanism; opposite this is a small
hole into which the bolt would have been slotted. Like No. 390 this is quite large compared to most
inkwells, and it could be derived from a globular handled flask like Koster 1997, Nos. 112-113.
387 Óbuda, Budapest/Aquincum (Hungary)
Bronze inkwell lid, with a diameter of 5.5 cm (Zsidi 1995 55, no. 230; Inv. No. 40237). “The lower sheet
has protruberant rim; “chiselled concentric rings on the upper sheet”.
388 Romita, Sălaj (Romania)
Two thirds of the outer lid of a bronze inkwell, decorated with raised circular ribs and possibly enamel
(Bajusz 2004, 370, fig. 10). Diameter: 38mm, diameter of opening: 13mm. From the fort, no further
context details given.
439 Silchester (UK)
Possible inkwell lid with a diameter of ca. 27 mm; diameter of inner hole 12 mm. The metal is very thin,
probably <0.5 mm. From Victorian backfill in Insula III (SF 704, Context 30043).
389 Usk, Monmouthshire (UK)
Outer inkwell lid of copper-alloy, damaged at the edges but preserving the hinge for the inner lid;
opposite it and set into the sunken aperture is a circular hole for the catch (Manning, Price & Webster
1995, 135, fig. 41.1). The top also appears to be decorated with circular lines. L. 4.5cm. From a pre-

Flavian pit in the legionary fortress. This is a large pit interpreted as a cistern in Room 4 of a building
interpreted as a fabrica (Manning 1989, 26: HPZ 7). Now in Caerleon Legionary Museum (Acc. No.
4.48.16); information and photos kindly provided by Dr Mark Lewis.
390 Unknown provenance (probably Netherlands)
Cover of an inkwell; diameter 4.2cm. The hole in the centre could be closed by pushing a knob, which is
connected to a flat bronze plate on its back, over it (Koster 1997, 93; Acc. No.: XXI.k.140). Opposite the
knob is a hinge, which has a small loop handle and originally functioned to open the whole lid. There is
another small element to the side of the central opening. Given that this lid must have sat inside a rim, it
is quite big for an inkwell and might well be derived from another type of vessel.
429 Vindolanda
Copper-alloy inkwell lid with concentric mouldings; the remains of the hinge for the inner lid are still
visible. Diameter 39mm; inner lid 10mm. Vindolanda Museum Acc. No. 3365; kindly recorded by Matt
Fittock. This inkwell was found inside the south gate roadway of the period II-III forts, and is most likely a
period III find associated with the road’s last use before the gate was blocked, ca. AD 95-105. It was
found 6m from the writing tablet bonfire site behind the praetorium on the intervallum road
(information kindly supplied by Barbara and Andy Birley).
484 Xanten, Vetera I
Inkwell lid with flange around aperture; diameter 4.3cm (Hanel 1995, 48, No. 308, pl. 42).Inv.Nr. 31664.
The site is dated from 15BC-AD 70.

Other lids, aperture covers and stoppers
336-341 Augst (Switzerland)
Plain, dished inkwell lid from a context in Insula 50 dated to AD 25-75; Inv. 1982.4372 (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 119). Diameter: 2,8cm.
337: Dished inkwell lid decorated with a circular design; from a first century context in Region 21F
(Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 120). Inv. 1985.2675. Diameter: 2,8cm.
338: Dished inkwell lid made from sheet metal; from a context in Insula 31 dated to AD 240-260
(Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 122). Inv. 1963.10717; diameter: 3,9cm.
339: Dished inkwell lid with an incised circular line around the central opening; black deposits on the
interior were shown to be corrosion products (Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 123). From an undated
context in Insula 31; Inv. 1961.5386; diameter: 4,1cm.
340: Plain, dished inkwell lid from a context in Region 17C dated to AD 200-400; Inv. 1974.8624
(Fünfschilling 2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 124). Diameter: 3,9cm.

341: Inkwell lid with iron remains of the hinge for the inner lid; corroded and fragmentary (Fünfschilling
2012, 218, pl. 5, No. 125). From a context in Insula 42 dated to AD 100-300, with some material from 50100; Inv. 1972.561.

342 – 347Augst (Switzerland)
342: Possible inkwell lid: this has a series of ribs surrounding the central, circular opening; on the
underside scratches and the letter ‘K’ and downward protrusion around central opening (Fünfschilling
2012, 222, pl. 7, No. 156). From a context dated to the middle of the 1st century in Insula 30; Inv.
1960.3517. Diameter: 3,2 cm.
343: Inkwell lid with large opening and on one side the remains of an iron hinge (Fünfschilling 2012, 222,
pl. 7, No. 159). From a poorly dated but possibly late context in Region 20A/20Z; Inv. 1986.13127.
344: Inkwell lid with large circular opening and well-preserved hinge (Fünfschilling 2012, 222, pl. 7, No.
160). Found in a mixed context containing material dated to AD 290-400 and the medieval period in
Region 20Z with three styli. Diameter: 2,8cm.
345: Circular lid with raised rim, which may have been filled with enamel originally; on the underside is a
small, rectangular, bolt-like plate (Fünfschilling 2012, 222, pl. 7, No. 163).From a context dated AD 75100 from Region 5C; Inv. 1966.5477.
346: Inkwell lid with ribs on outside, middle and around central opening; on the underside are two small
circular protrusions (Fünfschilling 2012, 222, pl. 7, No. 164). From a context dated to AD 40-80 in Region
5C; Inv. 1965.6961. Diameter: 2,4cm.
347: Circular lid with a series of concentric ribs and lines and a well-preserved hinge mechanism; the
latter has a tongue extending onto the lid and a hinge bar with rounded ends (Fünfschilling 2012, 222,
pl. 7, No. 165). From a context dated to AD 1-50 in Region 20W; Inv. 1990.005.Co6591.1. Diameter:
2,7cm.
348 – 350 Magdalensberg (Austria)
348: possible lid, thin-walled and curving upwards and with two openings; diameter 2.2cm (Deimel
1987, 174, pl. 33/11).
349: Disc-shaped lid (diameter 4.8cm) -, cast then lathe-finished; rectangular handle riveted to small
diamond-shaped plate on the underside (Deimel 1987, 172, pl. 33/4).
350: Cast inner lid with angled handle; diameter 2.3cm (Deimel 1987, 172, pl. 33/5).

351 – 370 Augst (Switzerland)
351: Possible inkwell lid with small central opening; from a context dated to AD 30-50 in Insula 45
(Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 135; fig. 43). Inv. 1969.9130; diameter: 2,2cm.

352: Possible inkwell lid with central opening from an undated context in Insula 31; Inv. 1960.7195
(Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 136; fig. 43).
The following small lids may come from inkwells but this is not certain and these examples have no
special features (Fünfschilling 2012, 220-222, pl. 6-7); they have therefore been listed in tabular form:
353
354
355
356
357

152
153
154
155
157

358 158
359 161
360 162
361 166
362 167
363 168
364 169
365 170
366 171
367
368
369
370

172
173
174
175

Off-centre, rectangular opening
Circular ribs, round central opening
Circular lines, round central opening
Circular ribs, round central opening
Circular line on outside; downward
protrusion around central opening
Circular lines on outside, circular opening
Circular lines, quite substantial in profile
Circular opening; organic remains on
underside may be ink
Circular lid with round opening and fine
concentric rings and ribs
Large cast lid with concentric lines
Rib around outside, round central
opening
Slightly dished towards central opening
Dished lid with rectangular opening
Plain with circular opening, found with
stylus
Plain with circular opening
Plain with rectangular opening
Plain with circular opening
Plain with circular opening

Not dated
Not dated
Not dated
AD 50-70
AD 40-70

Insula 24
Region 5H
Insula 24
Insula 29
Insula 19

AD 100-200
AD 100-150
Mixed, some modern

Regions 18C/19C
Region 21D
Region 20W

Not dated

Kastelen

AD 1-200
AD 220-260

Insula 17
Insula 36

AD 30-70
AD 90-210
AD 50-210

Insula 31
Region 9D
Insula 22

Stray find
AD 30-50
Not dated
Mixed

Insula 24
Insula 45
Insula 52
Insula 34

371 Augst (Switzerland)
Unusual inkwell lid with its upper edge slightly curved and with small neat ‘knicks’ around the edge; on
the upper side are circles, which originally possibly held metal wire of a different colour (Fünfschilling
2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 151). There is a lightly elongated central opening. From a context containing mainly
material dated to AD 1-200, with some material dated AD 230-270 in Region 17C. Inv. 1974.3245;
diameter: 2,8cm.
372 Dangstetten (Germany)
A small loop handle attached to a circular lid is identified as coming from an inkwell by Božič & Feugère
(2004, 35; cf. Fingerlin 1998, 99, No. 936/1). This is very possible but given the fragmentary remains
caution about using this early site (a legionary vexillations and auxiliary camp dated 15/12 BC to 9/8 BC)

to date inkwell types must be exercised. The lid was found in a pit with various bronze and iron objects,
and ceramic vessels, including samian ware.
373 Kempten, Cambodunum (Germany)
Possible inkwell lid: plain lid with a simple loop, the ends of which are soldered to the lid; diameter
3,9cm (Flügel 1993, 87, pl. 31, No. 108; Inv. No. 1932,71). From House IV in the south vicus.
382 Longthorpe, Cambridgeshire (UK)
Only the top of copper-alloy inkwell survives; this is decorated with concentric ridges and has a hinged
lid to cover the circular central opening (Frere & St Joseph 1974, 63, fig. 33.85). This inkwell was found in
the fortress praetentura, Barrack I, NS wall trench Room 3; the site is dated to AD 44-62.
374 Magdalensberg (Austria)
Inner lid with a diameter of 2.3cm; unusual lid mechanism consisting of a looped pin with two ‘legs’
acting as the closing mechanism. Dated 25 AD + (Deimel 1987, 173, pl. 33/8).
375 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Inner lid, with loop handle (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131, pl. 14; Inv. No.:36:486). Diameter: 1.6cm
480 Waldgirmes
Possible inkwell lid (diameter 36mm; diameter of central opening 14mm; thickness at edge 4mm); on
the interior of the opening is an area described as wear, which may represent the attachment of the
aperture cover (Becker & Rasbach 2015, 168, fig. 152, No. 22499). One side is described as being more
worn than the other. The possible inkwell lid comes from a streetside ditch of the short-lived Roman
settlement at Waldgirmes (4/3 BC to AD 16, with iconoclasm and decline after AD 9).
485-488: Xanten, Vetera I
Four additional inkwell lids are published in the same report from Xanten:
485: Possible inkwell lid, with a diameter of 3.1cm (Hanel 1995, 47-8, No. 307, not illustrated). Inv. Nr.
23327.
486: Possible inkwell lid, with a diameter of 3.3cm (Hanel 1995, 48, No. 309, pl. 42). Inv. Nr. 33739.
487: Possible inkwell lid, with a diameter of 4cm (Hanel 1995, 48, No. 310, not illustrated). Inv. Nr.
34452.
488: Possible inkwell lid, with a diameter of 2.5cm (Hanel 1995, 48, No. 311, not illustrated). Inv. Nr.
34.25.
The site is dated from 15BC-AD 70.

376 Zurzach (Switzerland)
Bronze lid found in 1939 and originally identified as a belt fitting; this is a circular piece of cast bronze
(3,5cm), which is flat on the underside and shows no means of attachment (Frei-Stolba & Lieb 2002).
The upper side slopes towards the central circular hole (0,7cm). An inscription is carefully cut into the
upper side: C(aius) Scribonius Faustus Rom(ae) fec(it) – Caius Scribonius Faustus made this in Rome. A
D(ecimus) Scribonius Faustus is attested in Rome and a veteran, [S]cribonius Faustus, in Moesia Superior
(Frei-Stolba & Lieb 2002, 4 14). This inscription on the top of an inkwell lid is unusual, as maker’s stamps
are more commonly found on the base but the formula and name correspond with production in Rome,
at the latest in the Trajanic period (Frei-Stolba & Lieb 2002, 5).

Not inkwells/not illustrated
313 Rottweil (Germany)
Bronze lid possibly from an inkwell, although it is published as being a balsamarium; note the
rectangular opening (Flügel 1994, 213, fig. 6,1). Diamater: 3,7cm; Inv. No.: ZV 1108/162.
314 Oberwinterthur/Vicus Vitudurum (Switzerland)
A bronze lid first published as an inkwell lid is now classed as the lid of a balsamarium (Deschler-Erb
1996, 33-34, pl. 5, No. 42). This is a hinged circular lid made from a cast top with a rectangular slot and a
sheet-metal underside soldered to the top. In the hollow space in between is a small bolt, which could
be moved through the rectangular slot to close the lid.
391 Utrecht (Netherlands)
Cover/lid of an inkwell from Utrecht (Koster 1993, 303; Koster 1997, 89).
315-324 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
These examples are not illustrated but probably belong to this group.
•
•
•
•
•

14

315: Lid with knob handle linked to movable strip on underside (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131; Inv.
No.: 1654).
316: Hinged lid, diameter 3.9cm (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131; Inv. No.: 23:412). From the
Schutthügel, dated to AD 60/5-101.
317: Small lid (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131; Inv. No.: 36:487).
318: Fragmentary small lid (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131, pl. 14; Inv. No.: 31:4609), from a Claudian
pit, Dätwiler 1931.
319: Lid with knob and hinge (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131; Inv. No.: 35:697).

CIL VI 5016-5017; CIL III 14545

•
•
•
•
•

320: Lid with sliding lock mechanism; diameter 1.6cm (Holliger 1986, 25, No. 131; Inv. No.:
V83.1/576.20).
321: Small lid (Holliger 1987, 31, Inv.No. 62.1046); Königsfelden, 1st half of 1st century.
322: Small lid (Holliger 1987, 31, Inv.No. 62.1554).
323: Small lid (Holliger 1987, 31, Inv.No. 72.8528).
324: Lid with rounded knob, held on the underside with a small plate; diameter 1.6cm (Holliger
1987, 34, No. 169, Inv. No.: SLM 13814).

Enamelled pyxides of Type Johns
Johns Type 1
3 -4 Augst (Switzerland)
Two side panels from two enamelled inkwells of Johns Type I. The first measures 57x34mm, and has
three rectangular strips (with partly preserved millefiore squares) and four square panels with the
enamel now missing. The strips show white flowers on blue and black squares with white centres on a
green background. This is an antiquarian find without detailed context (Fünfschilling 1994, 189, fig. 4-5;
Fünfschilling 2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 149). Inv. F0425
The second panel is smaller and has only two rectangular strips; again, very little of the (red, blue and
white) millefiori survives. This was recovered during a watching brief (in Region 5), without detailed
context information (Fünfschilling 1994, 189, fig. 6); Inv. 1975.12274.
5 Banasa (Marocco)
Two very similar pyxides, most likely from the same workshop are known from Marocco. The enamel on
the example from Banasa is more decayed, but otherwise it is very similar to that from Volubilis (BoubePiccot 2006, pl. 7,1-2). The top (5,4 x 5,2cm) has a central opening (diameter 1,9cm) and three bands of
millefiori flower design in blue and white. The side panel (2,8 x5cm) has three rectangular strips at the
top and bottom and four fields of millefiori squares. Both are of Johns Type I.

6 Bad Breisig, Rheinland-Pfalz (Germany)
Complete and very well preserved enamelled inkwell, with only the inner lid missing (Berg 2002). Three
rings (red, white and blue) decorate the outer lid; this is of Type I but the panel design varies in having
two sets of rectangular, vertical panels (each consisting of 6x3 millefiori squares) with a central band of
three horizontal rectangles (each consisting of 3x2 millefiori squares). Only a very preliminary account
has been published but the inkwell comes from a rich burial located next to a major road; the other

grave goods include pottery vessels which date the assemblage to the 3rd century AD (Berg 2002). Bad
Breisig is located ca. 30km from Koblenz along the Rhine. Height information not provided.
489 Caernarfon (UK)
Rectangular panel with four rectangular cells framed by three bans of rectangular cells; only traces of
the original blue and white chequerboard enamel survive. L.: 50mm, W.:25mm (Casey & Davies 1993,
172, fig. 10.5, No. 64). Context 453, SF 975, Period 9 = early to mid 4th century.

7 Carnuntum (Austria)
Two side-panels and part of the hexagonal top plate, probably all from the same inkwell, although it is
possible that the top plate is from a second specimen. Of Johns (1993, 164, No 7) Type I. Now in
Carnuntum Museum. The side panels are 49mm long and 28mm wide (Sellye 1939, 88, pl. XVI, 6a, 6b &
7). The top has three concentric rings, with now very decayed millefiori decoration.

2 Chichester (UK)
Enamelled plate from a hexagonal inkwell; the general layout consists of two narrow fields at each end
(each with 8 blocks of millefiore) and between them four fields each with 3x4 blocks. The two patterns
are: 1) 5x5 white and blue chequerboard with a blue border and 2) 3x3 white and blue chequerboard with
a red border. They alternate in the four central fields but the narrow end fields are all pattern 1 only. This
information was kindly provided by Justine Bayley (pers.comm.). This inkwell panel was found
residually in a Saxon pit in Chichester (Down 1981, 166, fig. 8.30, No. 13). Johns (1993, 164, No 2).
Type I.
8 Cologne (Germany)
Hexagonal inkwell of Johns (1993, 164, No 4) Type I with the simple chequerboard design. This is similar
to the example from Pas-de-Calais in having three strips (each made up of ?10 squares) framing four
central panels (each made up by 4x4 squares). The colour scheme is not described in detail (Henry 1933,
fig. 42.4; Elbe 1995, 34, fig. 9; Horn 1987, pl. 19; Forsyth 1950, 298, fig. 2; Greifenhagen 1967/8, pl. 4.2).
The inkwell has three feet similar to the example from Kertch, with a rounded base which narrows
towards the point where they are joined to the base plate. There are three suspension loops and the inner
lid has another loop of similar size. Both the outer and the inner lid are decorated with concentric rings
made up of millefiori squares. The inner lid has two projections on its underside which could be inserted
into two breaks in the top of the box so that the lid could be secured by turning (Forsyth 1950, 298). Now
in the Römisch-Germanische Museum, Köln (Inv. No. 1501) and said to have been found near Cologne.

9 Dehlingen-Gurtelbach (France)
Side panel of Johns Type I measuring 51x29mm; three strips frame a central square made up of four
squares, each containing 4x4 millefiori squares (Dövener 1995, fig. 1; Božič & Feugère 2004, 35). The
panel was damaged by fire but the colours appear to have been blue, white and red. The panel was

found in a destruction layer on a possible villa site dated to the 3rd century AD, possibly the period
around AD 260.

1 Elsenham, Essex (UK)
Hexagonal bronze pyxis (probably an inkwell) with elaborate panels of coloured enamel (millefiori); it
stands on three raised ball feet, which are riveted or soldered to the base plate (Hobbs & Jackson 2010,
71, fig. 54; Johns
1993; http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/pe_prb/p/pyxis.aspx). The
pyxis (of Johns Type I) consists of six rectangular side panels and two hexagonal elements forming the
top and base, all of which were soldered together. The overall pattern is chequered, with the
predominant colour alternating between red and green. Each panel consists of two narrow, rectangular
fields at each end (each with 8 blocks of millefiore squares measuring 18x2mm) and between them four
fields each with 3x3 millefiori blocks. Each nine-square panel measures approximately 8x8mm. There are
two overall designs: In Panel A the central area is characterized by red and white squares while the
horizontal borders are formed by green squares. In Panel B the central area has squares in turquoise and
green while the borders are red. The colour scheme on neighbouring panels is reversed for contrast and
symmetry. The individual millefiori squares measure between 2x2mm and 3x3mm, and four patterns
occur (resulting in the overall dominant colours of white, red, turquoise and green). For example, in the
white pattern a white border surrounds a chequerboard of 3x3 white and blue squares with a central
red square, creating a four-petalled blue flower with red centre (Johns 1993, 163). Each of these squares
consists of 5x5 rods of glass and this well illustrates the intricacy and skill of the craftsman who
produced these kinds of objects.
The inner lid, which probably had a lock mechanism and a loop for the chain is missing; the outer lid is
decorated with two concentric circles of green (inner) and alternating red and turquoise (outer) squares.
There are three suspension loops at the corners. We cannot be certain of the precise function of
this pyxis, but it is most likely to have been an ink-pot, although vessels such as these could have acted
as containers for perfumes or other cosmetic substances (Johns 1993, 163).
Height 46mm; maximum width 44mm.
The pyxis comes from a grave assemblage found by metal detectors, which is now in the British Museum
(P.1991.12-1.1). This consisted of pottery vessels, a square glass bottle, a bronze pedestalled cup,
gaming counters (12 bone, 5 black and 1 white glass), an iron open lamp, the bronze lock-plate and key
of a wooden box and three silver coins. The latest of these provides a TPQ of AD 145-8 for the grave.

11 Larissa, Thessaly (Greece)
Complete hexagonal inkwell of Johns (1993, 164, No 6) Type I. Now in the Musée de Cluny, Paris. This
inkwell has three round feet and three suspension loops on the outer lid as well as one on the inner lid; the
latter still has the first link of a chain (Thierry 1962, 65, figs. 1 & 4). The outer lid has two concentric

rings with millefiori decoration while the inner lid has one band with a mosaic pattern. The object is
69mm high with a diameter of 60mm; the panels measure 49 by 28mm. The colour scheme includes blue,
white, black and red and is described as sober and monotone.
12 Murrhardt (Germany)
Single side panel decorated with three rectangular bands of 10 millefiori squares at the top and bottom,
and four squares made up of 16 squares (Krause 1984, 338, fig. 26.1; Filtzinger et al. 1989, 451, fig. 272;
both sources misidentify the panel as a belt plate; cf. Boube-Piccot 2006, 174). L.: 4,7cm; w.: 2,5cm.
From the upper burnt layer in the cellar 79/105, which could not be attributed to a stratigraphic phase
(Krause 1984, 322). The fort is dated to between after AD 150 and AD 259/60 (ibid., 328-9). This is of
Johns Type I.

13 ‘Pas-de-Calais’ (exact findspot not known, but probably France)
Hexagonal bronze pyxis of Johns (1993, 164, No. 5) Type I with chequerboard design (Henry 1933, 139,
fig. 41.3; Chew 1997, 77); only three side panels were found. This has three rather than two horizontal
bands framing the four central panels, which are each made up of four by four squares. Colours are not
indicated in Henry’s 1933 publication; the vessel is restored and the lid is missing. The three feet are
round balls ending in a smaller protrusion. Said to have come from a grave together with other enamelled
objects. Now in the Musée des Antiquités Nationales, St. Germain-en-Laye (Inv. No. 10918). H.: 58mm.
18 Skopje (Macedonia)
Complete enamelled vessel, with substantial chain ending in a large loop. Height: 7,6cm; width: 15.8cm.
This comes from a rich Roman cemetery (west necropolis) associated with the Municipium Stobensium
excavated in 1992; this cemetery contained many lamps, ceramic figurines, glass and pottery vessels
(Ananiev 1994, 57-8, no 302; Bociz and Feugère 2004, 36). This enamelled pyxis is described as having a
sieve-like base (i.e. perforated?) and interpreted as an incense dispenser (thanks to Heinrich Härke for
the translation). It is of Type Johns I.
16 Szombathely (Hungary)
Single rectangular plate, not recognized as coming from an inkwell in the original publication (Alicu et al.
1994, 103, pl. 31, No. 661). It is 5.3cm x 2.8cm in size. As in the examples from Cologne and Trento
there are three strips at the base and top framing four larger squares; in this example each square appears
to be made up of sixteen smaller squares. The colours used are described as white-blue, red-blue, bluewhite and a combination of the above. This is of Type Johns I. The find does not have a known
archaeological context.
This is not the same as a panel from the same site referred to by Johns (1993, 164, No 10) and (Forsyth
(1950, 299, No 3, not illustrated) as this is of the arcaded Type II and now in the Kunsthistorische
Museum in Vienna.

19 Trento (Italy)
5 enamelled panels (measuring 50x18mm, and originally part of a six-sided vessel with a diameter of
5.5cm) are known from Trento (Cavada 2003). This is of Johns (1993, 164, No 4) Type I with the simple
chequerboard design. Each panel has three horizontal strips at the base and at the top, each decorated
with millefiori flowers set into a blue (outside strip), red (middle strip) and white (inside strip)
background. The flowers themselves are made up of red, blue and white elements. The centre of each of
the surviving five panels is formed by four squares, each decorated with 8 millefiori squares. On two
panels there are white and blue squares set against a blue background while on the other three the
small squares have a red edge. The Trento inkwell is similar to the examples from Cologne (Elbe 1995,
34, fig. 9; Forsyth 1950, 298, fig. 2) and Pas-de-Calais (Henry 1933, 139, fig. 41.3).
The find comes from a cremation grave on the northern shore of Lake Garda, a rural site probably
influenced by elite families from Brescia and Verona. Amongst the finds were a glass bottle of Type
Isings 102 and parts of a lantern as well as two coins (Marcus Aurelius and Septimius Severus); the latter
provides a TPQ of the early 3rd century AD.

20 Volubilis (Marocco)
Fragments of an enamelled pyxis (top and one side panel) are known from Volubilis (Boube-Piccot 2006,
pl. 7,1-2). The top (5,4 x 5,2cm) has a central opening (diameter 1,9cm) and three bands of millefiori
flower design in blue and white. There is also a loop of which only the base remains. The side panel (2,8
x5cm) has three rectangular strips at the top and bottom and four fields of millefiori squares (all again in
blue and white). This inkwell is identical to the one from Banasa, and probably produced in the same
workshop; the enamel is, however, much better preserved (Boube-Piccot 2006, 175). It is of Type Johns I.

22 Unknown provenance (possibly France), now in New York
Restored pyxis, which was originally soldered and had three feet as well as probably three suspension
loops, although the latter are now missing (Forsyth 1950, 297-298, figs. 1 &
4; http://www.metmuseum.org/collection/the-collection-online/search/468223). It is of Johns (1993, 164,
No 3) Type I, with rectangular panels and very similar to the examples from Pas-de-Calais and Cologne.
Like these the central four fields are each made up of 4x4 squares framed by 3 horizontal strips of ?10
squares. The colours are red, white, blue and green (see Forsyth 1950, footnote 23 for detailed
description). It differs from those related examples in having enamel squares of solid colour (ibid,
footnote 26). The inner lid is missing; the outer lid is decorated with three concentric rings of white, red
and blue enamel (the first and third have rosettes and the second mosaic squares). Thought to be from
France as the collector obtained it in Paris, and it had a French label. Now in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art (Acc. No. 47.100.7). Height: 61mm, width 53mm.
24 Unknown provenance
Complete example Johns Type I, with only the lid and suspension rings missing. Sothebys 1990, Lot 53
(Johns 1993, 164, No 8).

25 Unknown provenance (said to be Rhineland, William Herbert Hunt Collection)
Hexagonal enamelled inkwell of Type Johns I; the inner lid and three suspension loops are missing
(Bothmer et al. 1983, 142, No. 53). It stands on three solid cast feet and has millefiori decoration in the
chequerboard design of Johns Type I on the side as well as three concentric rings on the top. On the
side, the three rectangular strips/horizontal bands are blue, red and white (as are the rings on the top);
the four squares are composed of 16 smaller squares, which on alternating sides are blue and red with
white and blue checkerboard pattern or blue and blue with a white floral pattern. H. 57mm.
Now in a private American collection, this object is said to be from the Rhineland.

Johns Type II
10 Kerch, formerly Kertch, Crimea (Ukraine)
This inkwell is of Johns (1993, 164, No. 9) Type II, where panels have am arcaded design, perhaps
reminiscent of a building (see Henry 1933, 139, fig. 42.1; Rostovtzeff 1923, figs. 1-2, pl. V). The arcades
or semicircles are placed in rectangular fields at the bottom and top of each panel. Each arcade consists of
a single strip of squares (with a white background) and contains a chequerboard (either blue and white or
red, blue and white) design. The arcades are set against a blue background. The central panel consists of
three vertical rectangles, each filled with a chequerboard design (each made up of 3x7 squares, in
combinations of red, blue and white). The three feet have a rounded base and then narrow before a small
protrusion which is presumably riveted to the base. There are three suspension loops on the outer lid, one
of which was replaced in antiquity. The outer lid is decorated with two concentric rings, the outer one
containing blue and white squares against a red background and the inner a blue ‘flower’ with red centre
against a white background. The inner lid is hinged and has a rectangular opening, which once would
have held another suspension loop. Height: 75mm. The pyxis/inkwell appears to have been wrapped in
cloth when deposited.
The Kertch pyxis was found during poorly documented antiquarian excavations in a very rich grave
interpreted as that of a Sarmatian warrior (Henry 1933, 139-141; Johns 1993, 164). The rich grave goods
combine eastern and western influences and imports and include a gold diadem with an impression of a
coin of Commodus, three gold coins of Pupienus (providing a TPQ of AD 238), a sword with a guard
made of white jade, silver belt fittings and buckles, strips of gold foil, a brooch and a horse bit
(Rostovtzeff 1923, 99-109). The burial is generally dated to the mid-third century (Rostovtzeff 1923, 110122; Henry 1933, 141; Forsyth 1950, 300) while Johns (1993, 164) suggests 4th century date. Now in the
Musée des Antiquités Nationales, St. Germain-en-Laye (Inv. No. 66112).

15 Szombathely, Sadoria-Steinamanger, now in Vienna (Hungary)
A single panel of Johns (1993, 164, No 10) Type II is now in the Kunsthistorische Museum in Vienna
(Forsyth 1950, 299, No 3, not illustrated). Note that Forsyth cites Henry (1933, fig. 42.3), which is the

Type II panel now in Vienna listed by Johns as of unknown provenance (see below, her No. 13 and my
No. 23). It seems likely that this is a duplication.
17 Surduk (Serbia)
One side panel of a hexagonal inkwell of Johns (1993, 164, No 11) Type II; the enamel is too decayed to
identify the detailed patter (Sellye 1939, 88, pl. XVI, 8). Now in Zagreb Museum.

21 Unknown provenance
Hexagonal inkwell with millefiori decoration of Johns (1993, 164, No. 12) Type II with the arcaded
design. This has three rounded feet; there are three small suspension loops and a larger ring handle on the
inner lid. The outer lid is decorated with ?5 concentric rings made up of millefiori squares. The
provenance is unknown but it could be from France, where it was in 1891 in the collection Dzialynska
(Henry 1933, fig. 42.2; Forsyth 1950, 298-299, fig. 3). Before the war it was at Castle Goluchew in
Poland but as argued by Forsyth (1950, 299) this object may originally well have come from France as
the Countess Djialynska spent many years there.

23 Unknown provenance, now in Vienna
A single rectangular panel from a hexagonal inkwell is now in Vienna (Henry 1933, fig. 42.3; Sellye
1939, 88, pl. XVI, 9). It is of Johns (1993, 164, No. 13) Type II with the arcaded design and now in the
Antikensammlung of the Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna (Inv. No. 3358). Height: 60mm, width
36mm. This is possibly the same as the panel from Szombathely in the same collection (see above, my
No.15, Johns No. 10).

Unknown sub-type
14 Palmyra (Syria)
An unpublished hexagonal top plate is now in Palmyra Museum; this could come from a hexagonal
inkwell of either Type I or II (Johns 1993, 164, No 14).

476 Salona (Salon, Croatia)
A curious addition to this group may be represented by an antiquarian find from Salona, near Split in
Croatia. This is described as a bronze inkwell (Split Museum Acc. No. 147) which still contained a hard
mass interpreted as ink and has a central opening (Bulić 1894, 164-5, fig. 4; cf. Bilkei 1980, 70). This is said
to have had a highly decorated lid, which was fitted through the central hole by means of a protrusion.
The lid has three concentric rings with bands of enamelled decoration (black-blue with white crossshaped flowers, green with white cross-shaped flowers and yellow with five-petalled flowers). The rim
of the lid is described as very damaged. This appears to be a composite object, representing a cylindrical
bronze inkwell to which either an originally hexagonal modified enamelled lid of Type Johns or an
enamelled disc was fitted.

Lantern burners
456 Baden (Switzerland)
Described as a pyxis (Holliger 1989, 74, No 62, pl. 6). From excavations in the garden of the vicarage
1893, which uncovered a building destroyed in the mid 2nd century (ibid, 58). Most finds from the site
date to 1st century, especially Claudio-Neronian period.

457 Beaune-la-Rolande (France)
Good example of a lantern burner from a context dated to the middle of the 1st century AD (Canny
2012, 13-4, fig. 3).
458 Chartres (France)
3rd recent example, from abandonment of an Augustan structure (Canny 2012, 14, fig. 4). Strongly
defined base, remains of burner inside.

459 Haltern (Germany)
The vessel was described as a reworked inkwell. This is a cylindrical bronze vessel with a diameter of
4,5cm and a stepped everted base and a series of double lines or mouldings decorating the body (Müller
1997, 39, fig. 18,70). From the main fort, which was occupied from ?7/5BC or 1AD to AD 9.
460 London, St Martin’s-le-Grand (UK)
Another inkwell is said to come from St Martin’s-le-Grand (Anon., Guildhall Museum Catalogue 1908,
43, No. 310; Acc. No. 1345). This is in fact the lower half of a lantern burner (diameter at base 48mm,
body diameter of 41mm). The body is decorated with two pairs of incised lines; the everted base
appears to be plain (was this soldered on or cast/turned together?; walls of body 3mm thick). The
underside has a raised foot-ring.
461 London, Gracechurch Street (UK)
Lantern burner (Anon., Guildhall Museum Catalogue 1908, 43, No. 308; Acc. No. 1343). Only the lower
part survives; this consists of an everted base and a very corroded body, possibly decorated with pairs of
incised lines. The base has three circular rings. This is said to be from St Benet’s church, Gracechurch
Street. H.: 35mm, diameter: 46mm at base, 37mm for main body; 2mm width for wall.
A second fragment is currently stored in the same box; it is bent but may be from a similar (or possibly
even the same) object.

462 London (UK)
Bronze lantern burner with straight sides, ornamented with concentric lines (Anon., Guildhall Museum
Catalogue 1908, 44, No. 311; Acc. No. 1346). From an unspecific London provenance. H.: 33mm;
W38mm; width at base 46mm. Everted base, with three concentric rings. The body is decorated with
two pairs of incised lines. The top edge is almost even and appears worn, so may have been covered by
the lid. There are two narrow, rectangular polished (?tinned) strips at opposing sides of the body.
463 -4Magdalensberg (Austria)
There are two objects from this site that Öllerer (1998) describes as cast inkwells (of his Type A), which is
defined as being wider than high; with a cylindrical body decorated with horizontal lines. He notes that
the base and sometimes the top are everted and that the outer lid has marked steps down to the inner
lid. Öllerer (1998) cites parallels in Pompeii, and argues for a 1st century date and Campanian
production. The first could be a pyxis or lantern burner while the second is almost certainly a lantern
burner.
463= 33/1: This is an antiquarian find (Magdalensberg, Rerpräsentationshaus); it is cast and has an
everted base and rim. Diameter at base: 5.5cm; height: 5cm (Deimel 1987, 171, pl. 33/1; Öllerer 1998,
pl. 3A). Dated 1st century BC-1st century AD.
464= 33/2: Cast, thin-walled inkwell with horizontal lines on lower part and middle of body; not certain
that the lid belongs. Diameter: 5.2cm; height: 3.8cm (Deimel 1987, 171, pl. 33/2). Dated 1st century BC1st century AD. Antiquarian find now in Landesmuseum Klagenfurt.
465 Orléans (France)
Well-preserved lantern burner from 3rd century abandonment levels (Canny 2012, 13, fig. 2).

466 Saalburg (Germany)
Well-preserved lantern burner (Jacobi 1897, 460, fig. 72,4 and pl. 58,8); no detailed context information,
but the fort was occupied from the early 2nd to later 3rd century.
467 Vindonissa (Switzerland)
Described as a pyxis or possible lantern burner (Holliger 1986, 28, pl. 14, Nos 135-136). From legionary
fortress and likely 1st century.

Objects incorrectly described as inkwells
Box fittings
394 Augst (Switzerland)
Inkwell lid, slightly dished with rectangular opening with a serrated edge, on one side remains of the
hinge. From a context dated to AD 80-150 (but with some later material) in Region 17D (Fünfschilling
2012, 220, pl. 6, No. 137; fig.44,3). Inv. 2001.001.E05177.1; diameter: 2,6cm. These types of objects
have often been identified as box fittings.
395-396 Magdalensberg (Austria)
Possible inkwell lid with serrated edge and closing mechanism (Fünfschilling 2012, 193, fig. 44,2); the
original report identifies this as part of a lock (Deimel 1987, 189, pl. 40,3). A second fragment has a
rectangular opening (ibid., 40/4).

397 Vindonissa, Südfriedhof, Grave 94/298 (Switzerland)
Fünfschilling (2012, 193) refers to a possible inkwell lid with serrated edge from a grave dated to the 2nd
half of the first century AD. Grave 94/298 is that of a woman in her twenties buried with a young child
(ca. 3 years); the cremated remains are in a ceramic jar and the other grave goods consist of: ceramic
jugs, plates and bowls, fragments of tiles, pierced antler base, an iron ring, iron nails and a prehistoric
ceramic sherd (Hintermann 2000, 324, pl. 144,14). The bronze disc with its central opening cannot be
certainly identified as an inkwell lid.

Containers and pyxides
442 Augst (Switzerland)
No. 148: Cylindrical inkwell or pyxis body made from silver; there is a moulding below the rim and at the
base; incised circular lines and punched designs decorate the body (Fünfschilling 2012, 192, 220, pl. 6,
No. 148). Inv. 1969.15054, now lost.
This object was found in a stone-lined grave in 1879; the grave was identified as female on the basis of
the skull but this has not been confirmed by more recent anthropological assessment; the grave goods
may nevertheless indicate a female burial (Schwarz 1997, 75-85, fig. 46-47). These consist of three glass
bottles, the silver pyxis, 18 goldsheet elements from a chain or bracelet, an iron fingering with a
carnelian gemstone depicting Fortuna, two coins of Faustina I or II and a nail fragment (which may have
been a stylus?). The grave is dated to the 3rd century (possibly the early 4th century) AD and the grave is
exceptionally rich for the period and place (ibid, 83).
The silver vessel is made from silver sheet and decorated with incised circular lines and punched motifs;
these consist of rhomboid patterns (leaves?) separated by thyrsoi; H.: 4,3cm, diameter: 3,4 cm (Schwarz

1997, 78-83, fig. 47,4). As the most diagnostic feature (the lid) is missing, it is uncertain whether this is
an inkwell or a pyxis (see Schwarz 1997, 80-82).

443 Cologne, now in the British Museum (Germany)
Cylindrical silver inkpot (?) with separate lid; the body is decorated with five pairs of engraved rings and
the lid also has incised circular decoration (Walters 1921, 25, No. 92, fig. 34). The vessel body widens
near the top and there is damage at the base; H.: 6.5cm. From Cologne and presented to the British
Museum by A.W. Franks in 1878. Not convinced this is an inkwell as lid does not appear to have central
opening.

444 London, possibly London Wall (UK)
Bronze inkwell on three feet (Anon., Guildhall Museum Catalogue 1908, 43, No. 309, pl. XIV, 7) – this is a
rather poor image and I am not convinced this is in fact an inkwell. The Museum of London records
indicate that this object is now missing (Acc. No. 1344).
445 Lyon (France)
This object is illustrated on the artefacts website as an inkwell, but appears to be too elongated to be a
Type Biebrich inkwell (http://artefacts.mom.fr/fr/result.php?id=ENC4004&find=ENC&pagenum=1&affmode=vign).

446 Plovdiv (Bulgaria)
Two cylindrical vessels are suggested by Castella et al. (1999/1, 258) to be inkwells. One has the everted
base and shape characteristic of lanterns burners while the other may be an inkwell or pyxis; the latter
has a small chain attached to the side and a knob handle at the top (Raev 1977, 639, pl. 9,1-2).
Identification as inkwells is by no means certain. Both vessels were part of a rich grave discovered in
1905; this also contained three bronze bowls, three amphorae, a bronze jug and patera, a bronze lamp,
a bronze ladle, two silver cups, a silver mask, an iron spear head and knife and a shield buckle. From the
grave goods, this is likely to be a male burial.

447 Rome, Boccone D’Aste (Italy)
From a City of Rome cemetery occupied from the Trajanic period to the mid 3rd century comes a female
grave (Grave 75) that contained a silver lidded container, with a pen or stylus fixed to its side (Gennaro
& Filippis 1995, 273, fig. 5); this is described as an inkwell by Ambs & Faber (1998, 441, footnote 124)
but is much more elongated than certain inkwells. In the same grave were the silver lock of a wooden
box apparently coloured red with cinnabar and a distaff made from an iron rod and amber beads
(Aurisicchio et al. 2002).

448 Salona, Salon (Croatia)
In Split Museum are several items that were published as inkwells (Bulić 1894, 164-5, figs. 1-3; Acc. Nos.
1927, 2243 & 1277). These are said to have contained dried ink but 1&2 in particular are too elongated
to be inkwells. All are antiquarian finds.
449 Zalalövő (Hungary)
Bronze inkwell with characteristic concentric rings on the base; the very fragmented body is decorated
with sets of circular lines (Bilkei 1980, 83, not illustrated; Szabó 1978, 414, No. 34, fig. 73.1). H.: 10cm,
diameter: 3,6cm. The lid appears to be plain and lacks an opening. This is unusual for an inkwell, as is the
height/proportion of this object, but the latter may be an incorrect reconstruction of what appears to
have been a very fragmented object. Said to have been found below a hearth.
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