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Summary

This document sets out the results of a Level 1 and Level 2 Building Recording of Keppel
Tower and 19th century extension, Grouville, Jersey. The work has been commissioned by
Mr I Marett, Morris Architects on behalf of Seaview Investments Ltd , and was carried from
the 7th – 11th October 2013.

The programme of building recording conformed to English Heritage Guidelines: Level 1
& 2 and comprised Level 2 Archaeological Building Recording of Keppel Tower, and
Level 1 Archaeological Building Recording of the 19th century extension.

The work was carried out in conjunction with an archaeological field evaluation (see
separate report Driscoll & Martin 2013).
The results revealed that Keppel Tower is seen to preserve a good example of an 18th
century military coastal fortification and retains a large proportion of its historic fabric and
original features. Of particular note being the domed roof, gunning tripod, machicolations
and fenestration. However, the extensive renovation of the Tower in order to convert it into
a living space has had a dramatic impact of the appearance and structural integrity of the
building and has resulted in the loss of significant features, such as the magazine and
associated ventilation, fireplaces, stairs and original flooring. Furthermore, the external
appearance has been dramatically altered at ground level, with the majority of the base of
the structure now obscured behind unsympathetic extensions.
With regard to the 19th century extension, it is notable for its preservation of late Victorian
style architecture which remains largely intact. However, it is not a standalone structure
and does not significantly enhance the heritage setting of Keppel Tower.
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1.

Introduction
This document sets out the results of a Level 1 and Level 2 Building Recording of Keppel
Tower and 19th century extension, Grouville, Jersey. The work has been commissioned by
Mr I Marett, Morris Architects on behalf of Seaview Investments Ltd , and was carried from
the 7th – 11th October 2013.
The programme of work was carried out in direct response to the ‘Brief for a Standing
Building Survey Level 2 and Level 1 Records’ prepared by the States of Jersey
Department of the Environment, (Planning and Building Services), and Oxford
Archaeology (Heritage Management Services), (19th February 2013), and has been
informed by the Department of the Environment Report for Ministerial Meeting, Condition
14 which states:...that a full standing building recording is carried out; an English Heritage
Level 1 visual record of the 19th century extension is undertaken; that trench evaluation of
no less than 5% of the project site shall be carried out prior to the inception of
groundwork; and, that the final development be subject to monitoring by an agreed project
archaeologist.’

The work was carried out in conjunction with an archaeological field evaluation (see
separate report Driscoll & Martin 2013).

2.

Project Site
The Project Site has been defined as the plot of land occupied by Keppel Tower,
Elizabeth Cottage and Maison du Roc. The most significant historic feature on the Project
Site is Keppel Tower. The structure is a coastal defensive Tower and Building of Local
Interest (GR0117), which was built between 1779 AD and 1781 AD. It is circular in plan,
comprised of granite coursing with battered walls and has four mâchicoulis. The site
occupies a coastal location, accessed from La Grande Route de Sablons and is directly
adjacent to the bay of Les Grèves de la Rocque at La Rocque, in the southeast of Jersey
in the parish of Grouville.

The Project Site is part of an important defensive coastal formation that is a significant
component of Jersey’s historic environment.

This comprises a series of 18th century

towers, along with the defensive sea walls, which also appear to the east of the Project
Site, but outside its boundaries. Aside from the Tower, the potential for the preservation
of further archaeology is confined to subterranean deposits.

2.1.

Archaeological/ Historical Background
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The post-medieval period has had the most recognisable impact on the Project Site, as it
was during this period that the Conway Tower was constructed.

The Tower, called

Grouville Number Two or Keppel Tower, is the most prominent and historically important
feature within the Project Site, although its historic fabric has been altered by later
renovations. The name Keppel, is most likely the family name of the Earl of Albermarle,
George Keppel, who became Governor of Jersey in 1761 (Stevens et al. 1986: 314).

Keppel Tower was built at the same time as the other Round Towers along Grouville Bay
(Anthony 2001: 300). In May 1778 General Sir Henry Seymour Conway wrote to the
Secretary of State, Lord Weymouth, to ask for finances to build a series of coastal
defence structures to prohibit French invasion (Mayne 1981: 17). In July 1778 Conway
received “the King’s pleasure for thirty towers”, which would cost £4680. By 1779 only
four of the proposed 30 towers had been built. The delay appears to have been due to a
lack of stonemasons and skilled workmen to carry out the job, unlike in Guernsey where
building work began almost immediately (August 1778).

The Tower has gone through three known major periods of extension, the earliest of
which appears to be late 19th century in origin. The single story extension to the east of
the property is known from a photographic source (SJPA/035993) held by the Société
Jersiaise Photographic Archive.

3.

Approach To The Historic Building Recording
The programme of building recording conforms to English Heritage Guidelines: Level 1 &
2 and is divided accordingly:


Level 2 Archaeological Building Recording of Keppel Tower, comprising the
compilation of a summary of historic fabrics that may be revealed, removed or
obscured as a result of the planned renovation, following soft strip of affected
areas, where possible.



Level 1 Archaeological Building Recording of the 19th century extension,
comprising a basic visual and written record of the structure which is to be
demolished.

All work was undertaken in accordance with the IFA Standard and Guidance for the
archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (revised
2008).

© Absolute Archaeology
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The aim of the project was to:


Provide a written and photographic record of those parts of the buildings which are
likely to be disturbed, concealed or demolished in the course of redevelopment or
refurbishment;



Prepare a report charting the nature of the buildings development and character,
based on the results of the above;



Ensure the creation of a paper and digital archive;



Ensure replacement by record on those features which are to be disturbed,
removed or altered during the course of the development;



Appropriately report and publish the results of the project.

4.

Level 2 Recording - Keppel Tower

4.1.

Internal Observations

4.1.1.

Basement / Ground Floor
The Basement/Ground Floor has been extensively altered in order to create internal
access to the east and west extensions to the Tower, to incorporate it into a living space.
The Tower has undergone at least three major periods of renovation. The first extension
was established in the late 19th century, when a Sun Room and roof terrace was
constructed to the ENE of the Tower (Driscoll 2012: 41). Following this, a single storey
dwelling with dormer bays was added to the WSW in 1926, along with a small workspace
to the north and conservatory to the east of the Sun Room. The dwelling is hereafter
referred to in the text as Elizabeth Cottage. By the time of the last renovation it is clear
that both extensions had been connected to the Tower, allowing for internal access from
Elizabeth Cottage to the Sun Room, via the Basement/Ground Floor of the Tower.
However, it is not known if access to the Sun Room via the Tower was knocked through in
the 19th century or if it is a 1926 addition, in order to link Elizabeth Cottage to the eastern
extension.

Although the dimensions of both openings are currently obscured by render, an original
plan exists (currently in the care of the owner) detailing the location and size of both
doorways. The method of reinforcement above both doorways is currently obscured
behind the contemporary render, making it impossible at this stage to say how much
damage was caused to the original fabric when the lintels were inserted. However, plans
drawn up in line with the renovation of the property in the 1980’s give us some idea of the
amount of the original wall that had previously been removed. The reason for the irregular
© Absolute Archaeology
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shape of the opening to the east (circled in red Figure 1), is not known and perhaps
relates to an undocumented phase of use.

Figure 1 Layout of Tower following 1926 Renovations © Le Sueur & Baker A/A.R.I.B.A
Chartered Architects

The third phase of renovation occurred in 1982, when Elizabeth Cottage was demolished
and replaced with the larger Keppel Cottage. At this time garages were added to the north
of the workshop.

Figure 2 Plans Detailing the Renovations Carried out in 1982 © Le Sueur & Baker A/A.R.I.B.A
Chartered Architects
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The Ground Floor of the Tower would have originally formed the Basement and store of
the structure, with access gained at First Floor level. Therefore all openings are modern
additions, and it is possible (although remains unconfirmed) that the floor has been
lowered. A large arched recess in the west wall may represent the original munitions
store, which was traditionally established opposite the seaward side of the round towers
(G. Bois pers. comm.). This was presumably to keep the gunpowder away from the damp
and secure from the area most open to the heavy artillery of a naval attack. The feature
measures 2.42m (w) x 2.1m (h), with a depth of 940mm. The dimensions appear to be
roughly in line with the surviving examples at Le Hocq Tower, St Clement and St
Catherine’s Tower, St Martin (G. Bois pers. comm.).

Photograph 1 NW Facing View of Arch with Blocked Up Doorway Leading to Cottage to the
WSW (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m)

During the occupation of the Tower in the early 20th century, this arch was used to lead
the way to the connecting corridor between the Tower and Elizabeth Cottage. The
doorway was blocked up during or following the 1982 redevelopment. As such any
surviving architectural features may now be masked by the modern materials, or may
have been removed in order to establish the doorway. However, there is still potential for
evidence of associated features to be observed during any internal or external renovation
of this portion of the Tower. Features which may survive might be associated with the
ventilation of the munitions and evidence of structural reinforcement techniques, designed
to absorb the impact of accidental explosion or attack.

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 2 Surviving Ventilation Shaft at the Rear of Magazine in Fauvic Tower,
Grouville 4 © Image DSCF2467 Giles Bois 2013

The entrance to the store would probably have been bricked up and accessed by a small
door (see La Rocque example).

Photograph 3 Restricted View of Magazine Door Preserved at La Rocque Tower (Grouville 1)

© Absolute Archaeology
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The design and material used in the wooden stairway and first and second floors are
considered to be a late 19th century - early 20th century addition, although the landings
may represent the original heights of the 18th century flooring. The existing staircase is
constructed in a clockwise curve against the north wall of the Tower. It is presumed that
the basement may have been originally accessed by a ladder through a hatch, which
would have allowed the artillery men the freedom to defend the circumference of the
Tower at First and Second Floor level, by enabling access to all gun loops. If the original
staircase design mirrored that of today, the gun loops above the stairwells would not have
been easily assessable.

Figure 3 Diagram Showing Placing of Vents and Proposed Trapdoor Access to Basement La Rocque Tower (Grouville 1) © Giles Bois 2013
© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 4 Ground Floor Ceiling inserted into Tower Masonry

Photograph 5 General View of Ground Floor Ceiling

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 6 Later beam inserted into Tower masonry with strengthening repair

A plan of the Tower drawn to assist the 1980’s renovation does show a staircase in this
area, however it is not clear if this relates to an existing feature or to plans to establish
stairs. However, it is the current feeling that the majority of additions to the Tower were
probably added in line with the 1926 renovation, where the Tower featured more
prominently into the design and attempts were made to incorporate it into the living space.

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 7 NNW Facing View of Ground Floor Flight (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 500mm)

Photograph 8 East Facing View of First Flight from Basement to First Floor (Scale 1 x 500mm)

With reference to the above, it is noted that there is provision for a hatch, apparently built
into the main fabric of the structure, beneath the First Floor entrance. Although the
purpose for this feature is not evident, it may reveal the location of the access to the
basement with a step up to the First Floor from the original doorway and a ladder leading
down to the munitions store, thus maximising the floor space at First Floor level.
© Absolute Archaeology

10

AArc52/13/HBR Keppel Tower, Grouville, Jersey

Photograph 9 South Facing View of Hatch (Scales upper 500mm of 2m scale visible & 1 x 500mm)

A plan showing a staircase in this area may shed some light on the purpose of the hatch, however
it is not known at this stage whether the stairs were there pre 1980’s renovation or if the plan was
to add them to the structure.

Figure 4 Detail of 1980’s Plan Showing 3 Steps Leading from the First Floor Entrance © Le Sueur &
Baker A/A.R.I.B.A Chartered Architects

4.1.2.

First Floor

© Absolute Archaeology
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The First Floor would have provided the original point of access to the Tower, and the
doorway location is still in use on the south side of the structure. The dimensions of the
doorway are recorded at an internal width of 1.07m, which tapers to 970mm at the
external opening. The thickness of the Tower wall was recorded to be 1.75m at this point.
Access internally is currently gained by walking up two thin planked steps to First Floor
height from the door level, below which is a hatch (see above 4.1).

Photograph 10 South Facing View of First Floor Entrance (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m)

The wall to the east of the entrance has been knocked through to create access to the sun
terrace, on the roof of the eastern extension. At present, the opening is blocked up with
temporary basic breeze block wall. The area of original masonry removed from this
portion of the Tower is extensive, with a floor to ceiling height and measuring 1.65m in
width, probably allowing for the insertion of double doors.

A small recess is evident to the NE of the terrace opening, with a granite lintel visible
beneath the crumbling plaster. The alcove, which has been converted into a cupboard,
measures 900mm (w) x 580mm (d) x 1.4m (h). It’s location within the knocked through
wall suggests that this is also a later feature.

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 11 ENE Facing View of Alcove in Knocked Through Wall (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x
500mm)

A total of nine gun loops are visible today, spaced evenly around the circumference of the
Tower. At least one more is known to have been blocked up during the restructuring of the
east wall and it is suggested that an eleventh gun loop was removed to allow for the east
door to be inserted.

The First Floor would have been the location of a fireplace, the flue for which is seen to be
built into the fabric of the Tower’s westerly wall. There is no sign of the fireplace surviving
internally. However the location of the flue lends further weight to the theory that the stairs
are a late addition, as this would locate the fireplace at the base of the First Floor stairwell,
leaving little room for the troops to congregate.

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 12 Existing Fireplaces at La Platte Rocque Tower © Giles Bois

A rendered linear architectural feature is evident against the western wall of the tower.
The feature is keyed into the masonry of the structure and spans the height of the room,
continuing through to the second floor, where the chamfered top is just evident. The
feature occupies a similar area to that of the chimney stack (also rendered) and may be
associated.

© Absolute Archaeology
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Photograph 13 SSW Facing View of Rendered Feature (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 500mm)

4.1.3.

Second Floor
The second level is the top floor of the Tower, accessed by a similar clockwise curving
wooden staircase, against the north wall. The original ceiling is well preserved, comprising
a domed vault with circular brick design, braced by a central iron collar, serving as access
to the roof. The cast collar appears to be a prefabricated design and is similar to those
identified at La Platte Rocque and La Rocque Towers. For the purpose of cross reference
with collars on contemporary Towers, it is noted that the internal diameter of the feature
measured 690mm, with a diameter of 890mm between the outside edges of the base
flange. The collar has a depth of 700mm. The iron is pitted and flaked and is showing
signs of extensive corrosion.

Photograph 14 Iron Collar and Domed Vault with Circular Brick
© Absolute Archaeology
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Eleven gun loops are evident circumnavigating the Tower at this level, along with four
large openings situated below the machicolations. All appear to be original; however the
gun loops appear quite uneven when viewed from the interior, compared with the regular
design noted on the exterior. The uneven appearance is caused by partial blocking up of
the openings, no doubt in order to try to protect the structure from the elements. Thick
cement has been applied with varying degrees of success to the features in an attempt to
hold wooden frames for window glass and bird nets. The majority of the gun loops remain
open today, increasing the risk of damp destabilising the structure.

Photograph 15 Examples of attempts to block Gun Loops (Scales 1 x 200mm)

Stress fractures in the masonry were noted in the NE and west walls at this level.

Photograph 16 Vertical Stress Fractures Noted in Masonry in Vicinity of the Chimney Flue
and the NE Wall (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 500mm)

4.1.4.

Roof
The roof is accessed via a ladder through the iron collar, forming the central structural
element of the vaulted roof. The collar is original; however the wooden cap is most likely a

© Absolute Archaeology
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replacement. The original iron tripod, which would have supported the pillar arm for a
pivoting gun, is preserved in situ and is in a generally good state of repair, when
compared with other surviving examples.

Photograph 17 South Facing View of Iron Tripod (Scales 1 x 1m)

Alterations have been carried out across the rest of the roof, which include the levelling
and waterproofing of the roof itself. Modifications appear to have included the removal of
the gunning step, which would have supported the runner for the rotating firearm.
However, it is possible that evidence of the step is obscured by the roof covering. The
internal height of the machicolations would have to be checked against those of unaltered
contemporary Towers in order to ascertain whether the original roof line has a sufficient
rake to account for the drop required to hide evidence of the step. However, it is not
advisable to consider investigating this further, as the water resistance of the roof covering
would be compromised.
The four machicolations have been filled in since the 1970’s (G. Bois pers. comm.). The
original features would have comprised granite steps, leading to a ledge and a downward
opening, allowing the artillerymen to crouch in the space, in order to gain a firing
advantage during an attack. Once again, for the purpose of cross referencing, an example
of the interior dimensions of one of the machicolations is given here. The feature recorded
has a width of 1m, expanding to 1.2m at the projecting end. The height was recorded at
1.25m, reducing to 850mm at projecting end, with a depth of 1.63m. It is likely that the
original granite steps are preserved beneath the 20th century roof material.
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Photograph 18 SSE Facing View of Blocked Machicolation (Left – Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x
500mm) with in situ Gunning Step and Stepped Machicolation at La Rocque Tower

4.2.

External Observations

4.2.1.

Original Features
Fenestration/Gun Loops
Although substantially altered at Ground Floor level, the majority of the First and Second
Floor exterior preserves the historic fabric and layout of the tower. Although piecemeal
blocking of windows and gun loops was observed internally, this does not impact on the
external appearance of these features. The Tower comprises an evenly coursed rubble
design in granite, with granite lintels and red brick reveals denoting the gun loop locations.
The fenestration consists of four unglazed openings comprising granite lintels and frames.
The windows are located on the north and south sides of the Tower.

Photograph 19 NE Facing View of SW Exterior
© Absolute Archaeology
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Machicolations
The machicolations appear to be unaltered and are constructed of two supporting sets of
granite corbels which carry a granite lintel, which in turn supports four regular granite
courses. The lower set of corbels exhibit a cavetto moulding, whilst the upper set
comprises large rectangular blocks of stone with one outer rounded edge, the curve of
which is mirrored in the upper courses. The recess between the upper set of corbels is
blocked with vertical brick packing. The upper coursing supports a raked granite ceiling,
comprising four slabs of stone. Granite rubble can be seen to pack the space between
roof slabs and upper coursing to the sides of each projection. The blocked up floor
opening can clearly be seen from ground level and appears to have been achieved with
pre cast concrete.

Photograph 20 Granite Slabs Forming Machicolation Ceiling
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Photograph 21 First Floor View of Blocked Up Floor Opening - East Facing Machicolation

Photograph 22 East Facing View of Northern Machicolation Showing Roof Rake

Chimney
© Absolute Archaeology
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The original chimney stack (now weatherproofed with render) can be seen projecting from
the western side of the parapet. This would have provided the flue for first and possible
Second Floor fireplaces. This is in the location of the rendered stack, identified internally
(See Photo 13).

Photograph 23 Rendered Remains of Chimney Stack Western Parapet

4.2.2.

Later Alterations
Render
The masonry on the seaward side of the Tower is sealed by a thick render, which would
appear to be a later addition, perhaps being added in the 19th century. The rendering of
the seaward side only is clearly intentional and most likely served a dual purpose. The
material would have added a layer of protection from erosion / damp on the vulnerable
side of the structure and the lime white colour would have been visible to ships as a useful
navigation aid.
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Photograph 24 NNW Facing View of Render

There is no obvious evidence of pigment; however it is possible that the render may have
been painted. The Image below appears to show a lighter render and may indicate a
painted exterior in the early 20th century.

Photograph 25 Taken From Original Image © Mr Robert Beslievre
© Absolute Archaeology
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Northern Chimney

To the north of the Tower it is clear that the render has been established following the
construction of a chimney stack against the exterior. Shown below during the removal of
the stack in the 1980’s, it appears that the chimney corresponds to a mono pitched roofed
structure, unrelated to the single storey low pitched extension constructed the 1920’s. No
further evidence of this structure was identified during the survey.

Photograph 26 Section of Angled Render Northern Side of Tower & Chimney Being
Removed 1982 Renovation (Scales 1 x 500mm & 1 x 2m)

th

20 Century Extensions

During the 1920’s the Tower and 19th century extension was converted into a living space,
with Elizabeth Cottage to the WSW, Sun Room and Conservatory to the ESE and a
workshop to the north (See Figure 1). Surviving features include the workshop to the
north, which was incorporated into the 1980’s renovation and the extension to the ESE,
which is preserved in full. The renovation resulted in the alteration of the appearance of
the historic structure as viewed from the east.
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Figure 5 Images from Left to Right East Facing View of Blocked Terrace Door, West Facing
View of Terrace Door, Location of Alteration

During 1982, Elizabeth Cottage was replaced by the current dwelling, during which time
this part of the Tower was exposed. The image below shows the exposed doorway which
is no longer in use.

Photograph 27 ENE Facing View of Later Doorway Following Removal of Cottage- 1980’s

Today this area of the exterior has been enclosed by a porch linking the current dwelling
to the Tower. The doorway is no longer in use, having been transformed into a cupboard.
This area of the structure is located opposite the proposed Magazine Arch (Photo 1.)
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Photograph 28 a) NNE Facing View of Porch b) SSW Facing View of Enclosed West Wall
with Cupboard in Place of Doorway.

5.

Discussion
From the exterior Keppel Tower is a good example of a military installation of this period;
however the removal of large portions of original masonry at Ground Floor (estimated at
21%) and First Floor (estimated at 10%) level mean that the historic integrity of the
structure has been compromised. Where unaltered the historic fabrics are well
represented, most notably the gun loops are defined by their original brick reveals,
although the brick has suffered significantly from weathering and is rapidly degrading, the
First Floor granite ashlar doorway is preserved and the machicolations retain their iconic
form, although the floor openings are now blocked with modern materials.

The modern roof covering, although not in keeping with the original design, is currently
succeeding in keeping water from seeping through the brick domed roof, which is vital in
protecting the future of this complex structural design. The iron collar and tripod on the
roof are suffering flaking and pitting as a result of weathering and protection should be
considered, in situ if possible. However, removal of the tripod may be considered in order
to ensure the survival of an example of this type of military feature.

Internally, the Tower exhibits very few original features. The granite slabs defining the
First Floor doorway lintel are exposed and in a good state of repair. The gun loops
internally are altered and largely obscured by attempts to modernise the openings.
Although the modern materials can be easily removed, where visible once again the
original brickwork is seen to be badly degraded. The location of the fenestration generally
appears to be unaltered, with the exception of the removal of one of the openings in the
© Absolute Archaeology
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location of the First Floor eastern extension. Wooden floors and stairs appear to be later
additions and fireplaces are no longer visible.

Plans to convert the Tower may result in revealing preserved historic features, including
munitions vents, evidence of the fireplace(s) and potentially an indication of the location of
original floor levels and Basement access.

6.

Level 1 Building Recording of Probable 19th Century
Extension

6.1.

Interior
Photographic evidence demonstrates that the eastern extension to the Tower was
established prior to the construction of Keppel Cottage in 1926 and it is likely that the Sun
Room and terrace were constructed in the late 19th century. Prior to this the Tower would
have most likely been used as an agricultural store, perhaps even for the storage of vraic
(seaweed fertiliser), which was a common use due to the costal locations of the
structures.

The current extension will form part of plans to renovate the Tower and therefore the
internal and external fabric of the structure has been recorded here.

Sun Room
The original late 19th century extension takes the form of a Sun Room, which was
extended to include a conservatory in 1926. It is currently no known if the access to the
Tower was knocked through during the 1926 renovation or at the time the extension was
added.
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Photograph 29 WNW Facing View of Knocked Through Arch Leading to Tower (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x
2m)

Photograph 30 East Facing View of Southern Bay (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 2m)

The northerly bay window has been adapted to create a passage to the workshop. Owing
to the fact that there was a small porch to the north in the 1920’s this was probably
originally adapted during the 1926 renovation, but may be a 1980’s additional.
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Photograph 31 NNE Facing View of Northern Bay Leading to Workshop (Scales 1 x 500mm & 1 x 2m)

Photograph 32 NE Facing Vie of Door Leading to Sun Room 2013 (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 2m)
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Photograph 33 Exposed Beam

A small conservatory style extension has been added to the exterior of the Sun Room, resulting in
the enclosure of the north and south bay windows. This addition was most likely added in the
1920’s in line with the development of Keppel Cottage.

Photograph 34 NNW Facing View of Northern Bay Enclosed in Sun Terrace c. 1926 (Scales 1 x
500mm & 1 2m)

Workshop
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The 1926 renovations included an area to the north of the Tower, which was most recently
used as a workshop. The north facing internal wall appears to show evidence of several
phases of alteration, now obscured by timber partitions and heavy plaster. The large
feature obscured by the wooden panel to the right of Photograph 35, suggests that
remnants of a fireplace are preserved here. This feature is believed to relate to the
chimney stack featured in Photograph 26.

Photograph 35 SSE Facing View of Workshop (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m)

Further evidence of the removal of an earlier structure is suggested in the area detailed below,
where an uneven finish identified in this feature suggests an earlier design.

Photograph 36 View of Alterations in the Area of Northern Chimney (See Photo 23)
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Photograph 37 NE Facing View of Workshop

The exterior of the Tower can be seen to have been incorporated into the design of the
north facing workshop wall.

Photograph 38 SSE Facing View of Enclosed Tower Exterior (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m)

6.2.

Exterior
The exterior of the Sun Room can be seen to mirror the curvature of the Tower in the
design of the north and south circular bay windows. Architecturally these incorporate
elements of the circular walled towers, popular in Victorian styles, although not as grand.
A comparison with the 1920’s photograph of the structure detailed earlier in this document
indicates that the design has not been altered since the early 20th century. However, the
balustrade lining the external staircase and roof terrace, featured in the photograph taken
c. 1920 (See Photo 25) has been removed. This was no doubt carried out in line with the
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blocking up of the first access to the feature, which was most likely carried out in line with
renovations in the 1980’s, as the balustrade is still evident in photographs up to this
period.

Photograph 39 NNW Facing View of Southern Bay (Scale 1 x 2m)

A small plain extension has been added to maximise the coastal view. This is a post 1920
addition and does not display any significant architectural features.
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Photograph 40 North Facing View of Southern Bay and Sun Room (Scale 1 x 2m)

The northern bay window can be seen here, with a small mono pitched roof extension
which provides a passage to the workshop. Again, this is a post 1920 addition and does
not display any significant architectural features.

Photograph 41 South Facing View of Enclosed Northern Bay and Sun Room (Scale 1 x
2m)
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Photograph 42 West Facing View of 1926 Extension (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m)

The workshop is believed have been constructed during the 1926 renovation of the
property, however the entrance was altered in line with the 1980’s renovation to
accommodate the new design, but appears to preserve the original footprint. The pitched
bay roof on the bay window has been softened and incorporated into the pitch of the
workshop roof.
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Photograph 43 ESE Facing View of Workshop 2013 (Scale 1 x 2m)

Photograph 44 ESE Facing View of Workshop 1982
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Photograph 45 South Facing View of Workshop (Scale 1 x 2m)

A further alteration was the construction of a permanent external staircase leading to the
First Floor entrance. This is shown clearly in Photograph 16 as it is today and Photograph
25, shortly after its construction. Prior to this the Tower was most likely accessed by a
wooden staircase, throughout the Victorian Period, when the towers were used largely for
agricultural storage. Below is an example of the staircase at La Rocque Tower c. 1900.
However, prior to this it is possible that the Towers were accessed via a retractable
ladder, to avoid easy access to the Tower during a land based attack.
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Figure 6 SSW Facing View of La Rocque Tower (Grouville 1) © Giles Bois 2013

7.

Discussion
The late 19th century extension to the Tower is preserved to the east of the property and
the layout is preserved in plan. Additions to the extension are minimal, being mainly
cosmetic conversions. The only major alteration is the knocking through of the northern
bay window to accommodate access to the northern extension/workshop, probably carried
out in the 1920’s. The structure itself is a simple design, preserving examples of Victorian
circular walled towers, acting as bay windows at either end of a rectangular design. Early
photographs of the structure demonstrate that the roof terrace is contemporary with the
Sun Room, however it is not known if access was gained through the Tower at this time,
as it is clear that there is an external stairway leading to the original First Floor doorway,
which may seem unnecessary if the Tower was knocked through in the 19th century.

8.

Conclusion and Suggestion for Further Investigation
Keppel Tower is seen to preserve a good example of an 18th century coastal fortification,
retaining a large proportion of its historic fabric and original features. Of particular note are
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the domed roof, gunning tripod, machicolations and fenestration. However, the extensive
renovation of the Tower in order to convert it into a living space has had a dramatic impact
on the appearance and structural integrity of the building and has resulted in the loss of
significant features, such as the magazine and associated ventilation, fireplaces, stairs
and original flooring. Furthermore, the external appearance has been dramatically altered
at ground level, with the majority (estimated 80%) of the base of the structure now
obscured behind unsympathetic extensions. In addition to the ascetic impact, the
alterations will be seen to have had a dramatic impact of the structure itself, with large
areas of masonry removed to make way for reinforcement of the knocked through
doorways at Ground and First Floor levels. Structurally the Tower is showing signs of
stress, with fractures apparent at the Second Floor level, potentially associated with the
Ground and First Floor modifications. Weathering, causing the brickwork to crumble, is
especially evident around the gun loop reveals and the iron collar which forms the central
support for the brick doom roof is in danger of becoming weakened through corrosion.

The fabric of the Tower as it is seen today is in need of stabilising in order to safeguard
the future of the monument. If the removal of the 19th and 20th century extensions is
proposed then the Tower may benefit from regeneration by redesign. A modern design
may make use of the existing knocked through portions of the structure to bring light to the
interior, thus enhancing the potential for a contemporary conversion. Conversely, enough
of the fabric remains to allow the Tower to be reconstructed with authentic materials in
order to recreate the original style.
With regards to the 19th century extension, it is notable for its preservation of late Victorian
style architecture which remains largely intact. However, it is not a standalone structure
and does not significantly enhance the heritage setting of Keppel Tower.

It is suggested that the Tower be reassessed following the stripping of later materials from
the internal or external fabric of the structure, which may result in revealing evidence of
historical features associated with the military use of the Tower.
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Figures

Figure 7 Project Site Location
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11.

Appendices

Appendix 1 Plan and Elevation Depicting Keppel Tower and 1926 Renovation from original by Le
Sueur & Baker A / A.R.I.B.A Chartered Architects, 29 Hill Street, Jersey © Mr Robert Beslievre.
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Appendix 2 Plan Depicting Keppel Tower and 1982 Renovation from original by Le Sueur & Baker A /
A.R.I.B.A Chartered Architects, 29 Hill Street, Jersey © Mr Robert Beslievre.
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Appendix 3 Plan Depicting Keppel Tower and 1926 Renovation with Ground, First and Second Floor
Plans from original by Le Sueur & Baker A / A.R.I.B.A Chartered Architects, 29 Hill Street, Jersey ©
Mr Robert Beslievre.
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Appendix 4 West Elevation Keppel Tower and 1982 Renovation from original by Le Sueur & Baker A /
A.R.I.B.A Chartered Architects, 29 Hill Street, Jersey © Mr Robert Beslievre.
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Appendix 5 General chronological table (guide only)
Period

Date

Information

Prehistoric

250000 –

Generalised period from the earliest human activity in the island to

100/56 BC

the official conquest of Gaul by the Romans.

250000 -

Defined by a number of key sites showing Neanderthal and Early

10000 BC

Human activity, for example La Cote de St Brelade. Mobile groups,

Palaeolithic

ephemeral habitation evidence, stone tool technology.
Mesolithic

10000 –

Period of major transformation in the European environment and

5000 BC

landscape after the end of the last Ice Age and the beginning of the
Holocene. Mobile hunter-gatherer communities, sophisticated tool
technology and some semi-permanent settlement with evidence for
the exploitation of the coastal zones of the islands. Example at Lihou
Priory on Guernsey.

Neolithic

5000 –

The Channel Islands saw an earlier transition to the Neolithic than in

2400 BC

Britain. Emergence of monumental architecture, first (potentially) with
menhirs later by chambered tombs and subsequently gallery graves.
Development of complex society, more sedentary lifestyles and more
clearly defined symbolic behaviour.

Chalcolithic/Beaker

2400 –

Earliest introduction of copper to western Europe. Expansion of the

phase

1800 BC

pan-European Beaker phenomenon, including prestigious material
culture and individual burials. Bell Beakers found throughout the
archipelago including local emulations called Jersey Bowls. Cist-inCircle monuments.

Bronze Age

1800 – 800

The Introduction of Bronze as a material, used by the elite at first and

BC

later available to the populace more widely. Barrows/tumuli for the
dead in the early stages replaced by a lack of monuments and the
preponderance toward hoard deposition. Large quantities of bronze
metalwork found throughout the islands and in Jersey in particular.

Iron Age

800 –

Little change to domestic life in the islands. Return of monumental

100/56 BC

architecture in the form of promontory forts (at Câtel Rozel, Fremont
etc) in the earlier periods, followed by warrior and horse burials in the
Middle to Later stages (Guernsey only).
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Gallo-Roman

100/56 BC

Used to describe a fusion of indigenous late Iron Age traditions in

– 400 AD

France and the Channel Islands with Roman culture. Represented by
the identification of Gallo-Roman ceramics and roofing material
recently excavated at Grouville Parish Church, confirming the first
evidence of Gallo-Roman occupation in Jersey.

Early Medieval

400 – 973

Represents the time from the end of the Roman period c.400 AD to

AD

the annexation of the Channel Islands as a region of Normandy under
William Longsword in 973.

Medieval

973 – 1600

Norman and post-Norman phases of Channel Island life. The islands

AD

remained loyal to the English crown despite the loss of territories in
NW France under King John. Period of fortification building
throughout the archipelago and in Jersey at Mont Orgueil and later at
Elizabeth Castle. 1600 AD is an arbitrary date, but enables the
separation of periods with more intensive industries.

Post-Medieval

1600 –

Period of rapid change in Jersey including the growing urbanisation of

1900 AD

St Helier, the involvement of the island in the English Civil War and
the Napoleonic Wars. Industrial activity did not impact the island as it
did Britain and the rest of Europe.

Modern

1900 –

Radical alterations to the landscape during WWI and particularly

1950 AD

WWII. Extensive defensive fortifications across the Channel Islands
and forming part of Hitler’s Atlantic wall.
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