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INTRODUCTION

The destruction wrought in our historic cities in 36 years of continuous peace (1945-81) has been far greater than anything achieved by enemy
action in World War II. The pressures of redevelopment were already intensifying when Professor Buchanan produced Traffic in Towns in 1963,
and they reached a peak with the development boom of the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Since then the pace of change has never slackened.
Cities and towns are not museum pieces, and redevelopment is both
necessary and desirable. What has been particularly alarming to archaeologists and historians in the last twenty years has been the pace and scale
of change, which have obliterated both standing buildings and buried foundations faster than they could be adequately recorded. It was naturally
the threat to visible buildings and streetscapes above ground which first
attracted public alarm; and though it would be wrong to be complacent,
they have been much better protected since 1968, both by legislation and
by voluntary action.
It was for such reasons that the Council for British Archaeology
created an Urban Research Committee in 1967, with a membership drawn from
archaeologists, historians, geographers and demographers. The Committee's
aims were, and remain, to urge more programmes of archaeological investigation in towns; to campaign for their support by both central and local
government; and to equip the new discipline of urban archaeology with a
theoretical framework for research by means of seminars, conferences and
publications.
The Committee's first major task was to commission a national survey
of the extent of the destruction of archaeological layers in historic
towns and the scale of work needed to meet the threat. Written by the
Committee's research assistant with the aid of its first secretary, the
report was published by the CBA as The Erosion of History (Heighway, 1972).
They argued cogently that most of the archaeological evidence was likely
to be destroyed within twenty years, and that a major programme of investigation was needed to record it before it was too late. Largely as a
result of the report, individual implication surveys were commissioned
for many towns, and archaeological units were set up in some of the most
important and threatened historic cities, such as York, Southampton,
Lincoln and London.
By 1975 work was taking place in many towns; the resultswere summarized by the CBA (1976) and Hassall (l977). The results of the first phase of
urban archaeology began to appear, both in final form and, because of the
mountain of information generated, in interim and often popular form (eg
Daniells, Hall & York, 1978; Schofield & Dyson, 1980). Some of the other
recommendations of The Erosion of History eventually bore fruit, in the
provisions of The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979.
Now at last, there is a chance that legislation will provide the tactical
strength previously only precariously supplied by media interest, diplomacy or veiled threat.
Five years after the 1976 survey, it is appropriate that the Urban
Research Committee should present a collection of new and almost totally
updated summaries of recent work from 146 towns (fig 1). The Committee
suggests that urban archaeology has entered a phase of consolidation and
review of the enormous amount of information about man's effect upon the
topography, individual structures and finds in towns; information which
now lies largely unprocessed and unassessed, in archives and stores
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Fig 1: Geographical distribution of towns in this volume
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throughout the country. It is now time for extended discussion among
urban archaeologists about mutually intelligible research aims, with a
view to a common understanding of the main problems in urban archaeology.
The first phase of this process, we believe, should be the bringing together of the results of the last few years' work: that is the purpose
of the present volume.
The second phaseshould be comparison of the results with each
other and with existing research frameworks. To this end we here reproduce the paper on Research Priorities in Urban Archaeology approved
by the Committee in 1978, and largely written by one of its members,
Dr D J Keene. These academic priorities have been approved by the Ancient
Monuments Board and accepted by the DOE as guidelines for future policy
on urban excavation.
RESEARCH PRIORITIES FOR URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY
General
Towns have some claim to be more representative of the nature of
the society of which they formed part than any other type of site. It
will be there that we are most likely to find archaeological evidence of
both long-distance and local trade, of specialization and technological
evidence in manufactures, of the exploitation of natural resources, of
social differentiation, of the means of political control, and of the
religious aspirations of the population. In spite of the initial capital
Costs, urban archaeology in the long run is highly cost-effective and
makes a contribution to our understanding of a wide range of human activities in the past, whether or not they had a specifically urban setting.
The urban archaeologist, therefore, should not solely be concerned with
the town as an isolated artefact. One of his most readily identifiable
priorities is the need to investigate more fully the relationship between the town and its wider context. In this sites of all types and of
all periods are important. Such studies would necessarily be regionally
based and the choice of areas would depend upon a careful assessment of
the range of questions which could be asked of them, the survival of the
evidence, and the degree to which sites will be available for investigation.
This choice would be a major academic exercise in its own right, but
some special consideration might be given to regions where we already
have, or are in the process of obtaining, some understanding of the archaeology of the principal urban centres or of the rural hinterland. Thus
programmes investigating the continuity (or otherwise) of human activity
from prehistoric times to the present might be based on the regions of
Canterbury, Ipswich, Lincoln, Oxford, Winchester, and Southampton or York
and there are other areas for which good cases could be made. A strong
candidate would be a region which adjoined both London and the area surrounding a provincial centre, so that we could study not only the interaction
between the two major towns, but also the special influences of the capital
on its hinterland. Specific sites to be studied would include the larger
urban centres and the smaller Market towns; the full range of rural settlements, from villae regales to isolated farmsteads; relics of agriculture
and industry; and meeting-places, communications, and other public works.
The research should be coordinated rather than piecemeal and attention
should be paid to the quality rather than the quantity of data recovered
SO that valid comparisons may be made between periods and between different types of site. Selection of particular sites for excavation should
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therefore be made within the regions designated for intensive study
rather than between them. Knowledge of the development of villages in
the N of England, for example, can make only the crudest contribution to
our understanding of the patterns of demand which led to the growth of
an early medieval trading settlement on the S coast. The typological
fallacy still has too firm a grip on the archaeologist's imagination.
Such investigations will require to be undertaken using as wide a
range of disciplines and techniques as are available. Nor should they
be hampered by too rigid an approach to problem-solving, for new evidence
will undoubtedly reveal new questions to be answered. Commitment to such
a policy would inevitably involve an element of intellectual risk, but
offers the possibility of achieving a real understanding of the past as
an alternative to the present tendency towards the random accumulation
of data.
Specifically urban problems
There are still areas of England where we know practically nothing
of the archaeology of towns. There are also major aspects of English
urban development which are imperfectly understood and where archaeology
will help to provide answers. These include:
Origins:

what stimuli encouraged a particular place to become a
major centre of population? What was the nature of the
settlement beforehand?

Continuity:

what evidence is there for the continued importance of the
site through periods of major change (eg pre-Roman to Roman,
Roman to Anglo-Saxon)? What was the nature of this continuity as a settlement, as a political centre or other place
of resort, or simply in physical installations? Particularly
important here will be the evidence of the defences, streets,
approach roads, and extra-mural cemeteries and churches.
Attention should also be paid to activity in the area surrounding the town: eg royal residences, sites of fairs,
hundred meeting places.

Development:

how large and how densely populated was the settlement and
at what dates? What were the specialized activities of the
inhabitants and their standard of living?

Questions of overall size are best approached through a study of' successive enlargement of the defences, stages in planned or organic growth,
and extent of suburban settlement, to which highly specific small-scale
excavations and routine observation are well suited.
For the other matters, intensive investigation of a small number of
carefully selected sites is most appropriate. They should cover several
complete properties or units of occupation: houses, subsidiary buildings,
back yards, gardens, alleys, and street frontages. Particularly important
will be sites undisturbed by later medieval or modern building activity.
The sites of urban castles, apart from their intrinsic importance, fall
into this category, for they will often contain sealed sequences of earlier occupation with a well-defined chronological terminus. Some cathedral
closespresent a similar opportunity.
Many of these problems have been tackled, not always successfully,
in major programmes of urban excavation undertaken during the last fifteen
years. These have concerned many of our most important towns and as a
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result of our accumulated knowledge we are now best placed in these towns
to choose the specific sites which will answer important questions on the
history of urban development. When a major programme has been successfully completed the maintenance of a continued, but less expensive, archaeological presence in selected centres will for this reason be extremely
effective in terms of the results to be achieved. This would be preferable to using the same level of resources simply to scratch the surface of
towns of which little is now known.
For these towns, and for the mass of lesser market towns of whose
archaeology we are ignorant, the best means of concentrating resources
would be through the intensive regional investigations suggested in the
first section of this paper. For the smaller towns within a chosen region the most productive policy would be to concentrate resources on one
or two carefully chosen examples, rather than to tackle a random scatter
of sites.
Summary of policy priorities for towns
(1) Where major excavation programmes are now in progress, the most careful and informed thought should be given to the choice of sites to be excavated; this should take place in the context of an open exchange of
ideas between those making the most valuable research or practical contribution to urban archaeology.
(2) Where such programmes cease, a continued archaeological presence
should be maintained in order to capitalize on existing knowledge.
(3) Building on the substantial achievements of urban archaeology, several regions should be identified as suitable for intensive investigation
of sites of all types and of all periods.
*

*

*

*

*

We would endorse the view (put forward in the above statement) that
the urban archaeologist 'should not solely be concerned with the town as
an isolated artefact. One of his most readily identifiable priorities is
the need to investigate more fully the relationship between the town and
its wider context'. With this in mind, we outline here some of the main
links between towns and their regions; discuss briefly the definition of
those regions; and conclude by identifying some topics to which archaeology
can most useful contribute.
Urban functions for their regions
(a) Commercial, often though not always the prime and earliest. The study
of markets, fairs, shops, inns as indices of trading activity in the
regions. The size and location of the town (in terms of coastal,
river or road communications) as a measure of trade-routes.
(b) Industrial, often following from (a). The reasons for location or
urban industries in terms of accessibility to raw materials, transport labour supply and markets.
(c) Military, whether in terms of colonia, fortified town, castle, or
naval base. The siting of such towns in relation to rivers, roads,
outlying forts, etc,
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(d)

Administrative, whether ecclesiastical (episcopal sees), or secular
(municipia, cantonal capitals, capital cities, county towns).

(e)

Cultural, including religious houses, centres of pilgrimage, hospitals and colleges, schools, universities.

(f)

Leisure, overlapping with (e); generally true of any large town
attractive to seasonal residence of wealthy, and especially of spa
towns (Roman and Georgian Bath).

The identification of a region
Some idea of the region of any one town may be obtained by the distribution of its products (eg coins, pottery) or of its trading connections as measured by market records (as Rogers & Dyer have done for 16th
century Preston & Worcester respectively). But any large town would have
a series of different regions for weekly markets, annual fairs, specialized luxury manufacturers, etc. Perhaps the best approach is to define a
coherent region with a distinct geographical identify (eg Thames basin,
Cotswolds, East Anglia), and to study the inter-actions of all towns and
rural settlements within it.
Topics on which such a study might throw light
(1) The origins of towns - why did certain places in the network of settlements become urban, and of those why did some thrive more than others.
(2) The changing urban hierarchy - why did some towns rise at the expense of others? Why did some disappear (Wroxeter, Silchester) or migrate
and others in apparently poor locations prosper (late medieval Coventry)?
Did larger towns prosper at the expense of other settlements in their vicinity, or did they all propser or decay simultaneously?
(3) The agricultural hinterland. Long sequences of stratified environmental deposits in towns may reflect regional agricultural developments
more than can rural excavations. The variety of trades and manufactures
in towns reflects (at least partly) the resources of their regions leather, meat, wool, grains, timber etc. Conversely, with a large 'pull'
(eg London from the 12th/13th centuries), agriculture would respond to
urban demands and might change its intensity or specializations.
(4) Administrative and military organization. Why did some Roman towns
and Saxon burhs prosper permanently and others fail to develop or even
become deserted? Why did county towns migrate - eg Somerton to Taunton,
Wilton to Old Sarum, Lancaster to Preston, Buckingham to Aylesbury,
Wallingford to Reading?
(5) Cultural influences between towns and country. Did contact, or even
the movement of countrymen into towns and prosperous townsmen into country
houses, cause common regional fashions in say, housing? The Wealden
house may, for example, have been a London type exported to the countryside. On the other hand, a study of Vale of York houses by Hutton (1973)
suggests towns with common housing types, and the countryside between
them with quite separate traditions. Or again, how far afield are pilgrim badges found, and can they suggest the size of what might be called
a medieval tourist industry?
(6) Industrial shifts. Where towns depended on rural raw materials, why
did the industry often migrate from one town to another or from town to
countryside? For example Carus-Wilson, argued for a shift from urban to
rural clothmaking in the 13th century with the adoption of the fulling-
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mill, but the real pattern seems to be rather from old cloth centres
(Beverley, Lincoln, Stamford) to newer centres in the 14th and 15th centuries (York, Wakefield, Lavenham), and only later to villages.
(7) The disparity of wealth and self-sufficiency. Why were some places
primarily residential/service centres for wealthy countryfolk (Roman
Cirencester; Georgian Bath) and why did others manage a flourishing economic life of their own? Why did some towns manage to prosper despite
poor hinterlands, or by tapping the prosperity of rich hinterlands, while
others (eg Droitwich) remain poor as the wealth they generated was siphoned off by outsiders?
*

*

*

*

*

Our request for a summary of recent work, with bibliographical references, was appended to a questionnaire on archaeological intentions
sent out to the archaeologists responsible for about 200 English towns in
1979-80, the results of which are to be published elsewhere. In some
cases the summary prepared in 1976 has been allowed by the correspondents
to stand, or minor additions have been made. Some of the larger summaries have been rewritten closely following the 1976 model, which grouped
results by topics aligned with the developing framework of Urban Research
Committee Working Parties: Origins and Continuity, Trade and Industry,
Churches, Urban Populations and so on.
The majority of summaries, however, were written from December 1979
to March 1981. To the many correspondents, all of whom are credited in
the individual entries, the greatest thanks are due. The editors were
helped in their task by valuable suggestions from Dr Keene. The text and
bibliographies were prepared for publication by Charlotte Harding, the
index composed with the assistance of David Bowler, and the volume typed
by Shirley Hermon. The German and French summaries are by Friederike
Hammer and Tony Dyson. Our thanks also are due to the other members of
the Committee for their support, particularly to Mr T G Hassall and Mr
H F Cleere, and to the Museum of London for providing facilities for much
of the editorial work.
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Zusammenfassung
Seid der letzten 30 Jahre sind Archaologen und Historiker in Gross
Britanien besonders besorgt wegen der Zerstorung alter Gebaude uiber und
unter der Erde in historischen Stadtzentren. 1970 wurde das stadtische
Forschungskomitee der CBA gegrundet, zur Fodrderung archaologischer
Stadtforschung wurde ein Programm mit Seminaren, Konferenzen und Publikationen ins Leben gerufen.
Dieser Bericht ist der erste Teil des Resultats uber die jungsten
Nachforschungen in 146 Stadten. Die akademischen Prioritaten wurden 1978
vom Komitee vorgeschlagen. Fur Aussagen uber das Leben der Gesellschaft
sind Stadte representativer als alle anderen Arten von Siedlungen, aber
der Archaologe sollte dabei auch nichte die Lage der Stadt in ihrer
Umgebung aus dem Auge lassen und alle archaologischen und historischen
Hilfsmittel verwenden. Die grundlegenden Fragen sind immer noch die
gleichen wie vor 20 Jahren: was veranlasste eine Stadt zur Grundung, wie
uberlebte sie die Sachsenzeit und wie gross and dicht besiedelt war die
Stadt in ihren verschiedenen Stadien oder Perioden?
Das Komitee vertritt die Ansicht dass grossere Ausgrabungsprogramme
sorgfaltig ausgewahlter Objecte die Genehmigung erhalten sollten, weiterhin durchgefuhrt zu werden und dass mehrere Gegenden ausgeahlt werden
sollten fur intensive Nachforschungen uber eine Stadt oder eine Stadt in
ihrer Umgebung.
Die Zusammenfassungen dieses Buches wurden geschrieben von Dezember
1979 bis Marz 1981. Sie zeigen, wieviel wertvolle Arbeit in der letzten
Zeit in englischen Stadten unternommen wurde und wieviel noch zu tun
ubrig bleibt.
Resume
Les archeologues et les historiens tous les deux ont ete alarm&
particulierement a cause de la destruction des /edifices et des depots
archeologues dans les villes historiques du Royaume-Unit depuis 1950. La
Comite pour la Recherche Urbaine du CBA se forma en 1970 pour encourager
encore de programmes de, recherche archeologique dans les villes, et pour
fournir un systeme des etudes au moyen des colloques, des conferences et
des publications.
Cet inspection-ci des ouvrages frais dans 146 villes constitue la
premiere partie d'une imposition des resultats qui sortent a present de
la terre, et se peut comparer des priorites acaegmiques suggerees par la
Cormite en 1978. Les villes en general peuvent reclamer d'etre plus represntatives de la nature de societe qu'aucune autre espece de site
Mais il faut que l'archeologue s'interesse aussi a la ville dans sa re
gion, en utilisant la plus large range/e de techniques archeologiques et
historiques. Les questions fondamentalles sont tout de meme qu'il y a
vingt ans: qu'est-ce que l'encouragea l'etablissement d'une ville? Comment survecu-t-elle a la periode Saxonne? De quelle grandeur, et de
quelle densite de population, etait-elle a chaque periode de sa developpement?
La Comite soutient que les programmes majeures de fouilles doivent
se permettre a continuer aux sites soigneusement choisies, et que plusieurs regions se font reconnaitre pour l'investigation intensive d'une
ville, ou des villes, dans sa region.
Les resumes qui forment ce livre etaient ecrits de decembre 1979
jusqu'au mars 1981. Ils temoignent combien d'ouvrage de valeur est
recemment entrepris dans les villes britanniques, et combien reste a
se faire.
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ABINGDON Oxon

M Parrington

Since the formation of the Abingdon Excavation Committee in 1971,
excavations have taken place over a large area of the town, notably at
West St Helen Street, the Market Place, Broad Street, the Old Gaol, and
Stert Street.
Iron Age material has been found on several sites, but Abingdon
probably had its origins in the Roman period. However, although Roman
pits and ditches, building material and pottery have been found on many
sites, no Roman structures have yet been located. Early Roman occupation
is more in evidence on the S side of the town and seems to have continued
quite late into the Roman period, as indicated by a coin of Theodosius
from a ditch on the Broad Street site. Evidence of pagan Saxon occupation
has been found on the outskirts of the town, while the foundation of the
Abbey dates to the 7th century. However, only two sherds of Saxon pottery
have been found so far from the town centre.
The largest site to be excavated was Broad Street which is some way
from the probable urban nucleus around the Abbey gates. The earliest
post-Roman features were 11th and 12th century pits. However, a coin of
Cnut dated 1031-35, and the evidence of the pits, suggests that Abingdon
was expanding into this area in the late Saxon period. Apart from animal
and fish bones, carbonized grains have been recovered from the Broad
Street and Old Gaol sites in a Roman context, and carbonized grains and
fruit seeds have been found on the Stert Street site.
Further large-scale redevelopment is unlikely, and additional information about the Roman and Saxon period will be gained from salvage work.
The only large area where undisturbed Roman and Saxon remains are known
to survive is the site of the Abbey, where redevelopment is unlikely.
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ALCHESTER, Oxon

C J Young

TWO trenches were excavated across the E defences of Alchester in
1974. It was shown that attempts to drain the area were made soon after
the Roman Conquest. A building was perhaps constructed by c 100; had
gone out of use by c 150 and the defences followed on the site, probably
by c 200.
Bibliography
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ALDBOROUGH, N Yorks

The Defences of Roman Alchester, Oxoniensia, 40 (1975), 136-70

D Charlesworth

Work has been limited to the area of the defences on the S side of
the town, the area in DOE guardianship.
Its purpose was to check the plan of the SE corner, published by
H E Smith in Isurium Brigantium and see how the presentation of the area
could be improved. It was largely unsuccessful because of the thoroughness of the original excavation and the 19th century tree planting programme.
Any opportunity for excavation within the walled area should be
seized upon. The layout of the town is unknown, although an air photograph of the N half taken in 1976 apparently shows the plan there.
Its
presumably military origin should be tested, and the hint of continuity
(Saxon and Viking objects of local origin in the museum> followed up.
Bibliography
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ALNWICK, Northumberland

Reliqnae Insurance: The Remains of the
Roman Isurium (now Aldborough near
Boroughbridge, Yorks)

C O'Brien

Alnwick appears to have grown from a nucleus around a triangular
market place. The town wall, built in the 15th century, was in use for
only about a century, though its line has continued to influence the
town's topography. The castle, a Norman foundation, is N of the town,
and the street of Bailiffgate at the castle gate was a separate settlement from the town.
Bibliography
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AYLESBURY, Bucks

M Farley

Two substantial ditches were exposed at the junction of Temple
Street and Bourbon Street and limited excavation carried out on the site.
For one a late Saxon date has been proposed, and a hypothetical line for
a town defence suggested (Farley 1974). Aylesbury may have been of less
importance in the late Saxon period than was Buckingham. However, in
971 Aylesbury passed into royal hands and was a mint town shortly afterwards.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle noted Aylesbury as one of the four settlements taken by Cuthwulf sa 571. In 1973-4 excavation of a limited area
of the hamlet of Walton adjacent in Aylesbury exposed five Grubenhauser
and traces of three halls covering the date range of 5th/7th centuries
AD (Farley 1976). By the 10th century the alignment of property boundaries on the Walton site suggests that the Walton to Aylesbury road was
certainly in existence, and this gives a tentative clue to the early
street plan of Aylesbury since within the town it is this road which runs
directly to the parish church through the historic core of the town and
is likely to have been axial to the street plan.
A programme of watching briefs was begun in 1976 and still continues.
The most significant was undertaken during reconstruction work inside
the parish church when footings, possibly belonging to the pre-Conquest
church were recorded (Durham 1978). Elsewhere in the town a small RB
settlement, perhaps fronting Akeman Street which passes NE of the town,
was examined. Opportunities for excavation in Aylesbury are limited
and much of the centre of the town lies within a conservation area.
Archaeological deposits vary from 0.5 m to 1.5 m in depth, and their
occurrence is not easy to predict.
Bibliography
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BANBURY, Oxon

T G Hassall

In 1973-4 K A Rodwell directed excavations on the site of Banbury
Castle. Two main phases of the castle were recorded, the first dating
from the 12th-14th century, which included the remains of a 12th century
building, and the second from the l3th-17th centuries when the castle
was remodelled on a concentric form. The castle was refurbished in the
Civil War and subsequently demolished.
Bibliography
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Excavations on the Site of Banbury
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BARNSTAPLE, Devon

Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology

Included in the Urban Survey carried out by S Timms for the Devon
Committee for Rescue Archaeology,(unpub 1976). A subsequent Urban Survey
is to be carried out by K Markuson in January 1980 for DCRA, to assess
the threats and archaeological potential.
Excavations report near completion for the Green Lane Site, dug
March to May 1979 by K Markuson, which investigated town defences.
Excavations carried out-by T Miles, including Castle Site and central town sites.
At present (1980) North Devon District Council are carrying out a
Planning and Environmentsurvey with an archaeological input.
Bibliography
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BEDFORD, Beds

D Baker

Despite settlement near Bedford from earliest times, there is no
evidence for urbanization before the mid or late Saxon period. More
than 30 sites of varied size and date, threatened by re-development,
were examined during the first ten years of excavations in the historic
core of Bedford (1967-77) Baker et al 1979). Another two sites have
been examined in Midland Road since 1977.
A river crossing may have determined the location of a settlement
on the N bank of the Ouse in the early Mid Saxon period. Timber
buildings and associated pottery of that date were found S of Castle
Lane, while pottery evidence for Mid Saxon occupation was recovered from
several sites in Midland Road. The bank inside the King's Ditch S of
the river, traditionally ascribed to Edward the Elder in 915-16, was
shown to have been heightened in the post-Conquest period. Sites within the S burh contained pottery from the 10th century onwards. N of the
river, insufficient evidence of pre-Conquest Bedford was found to clarify questions of urban origins and the creation of the street grid.
Saxo-Norman pottery, pits, and fragmentary timber structures, were
found in large area excavations fronting the S end of St John's Street
and smaller sites in St Mary's Street and Midland Road. Elements of
Bedford Castle, first mentioned in the 1130s and destroyed after a
siege in 1224, were examined, but a definite plan and sequence of development cannot yet be proposed. A stone-lined ditch of probable
early 13th century date was found on the W side of the motte another
also divided presumed inner from outer baileys. S of the latter lay a
substantial range of stone buildings, including a hall or chamber. A
wall tower or possible water gate was partly uncovered on the S perimeter of 'the castle. A large lime kiln was found on the N perimeter,
probably belonging to the final refortification before the siege.
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Later medieval industrial activity was located S of the river on
three sites, notably in St Mary's Street close to the S bridge-head,
where there had been a complex series of l4th-15th century hearths and
ovens, probably for baking and brewing. Late medieval decorative elements from Mill Street included a knight finial and decorated floor
tiles. The graveyard for the church of St Peter de Dunstable, demolished in the mid 16th century, was found on the corner of St Mary's and
Cauldwell Streets.
Two parish churches of probable Saxon origin have been rebuilt at
least twice (St Paul, St Cuthbert); two of probable post-Conquest origin
(All Hallows, St Peter de Dunstable) and a Chantry Chapel (Chapel of
Hearne) have been demolished.
The town does not appear to have developed significantly beyond the
limits indicated on Speed's plan (1610) until the 18th century. The
major expansion of the 19th century is well documented by later maps.
There has been insufficient excavation to detect clear fluctuations in
the occupied area of the town before the early 17th century, and documentation is generally poor.
The recently published monograph on excavations 1967-77 includes a
comprehensive catalogue of finds and a ceramic sequence for the whole
town in all periods.
Future work on threatened sites will be limited to significant
areas in unexplored sectors of the town, sites of known importance, and
that part of Bedford Castle which is to be re-developed.
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BERWICK ON TWEED, Northumberland

C O'Brien

First attested from documents of the late 11th century, Berwick
was a royal burh of Scotland and one of its principal ports before its
capture by Edward I in 1296. To the English kings it was a frontier
town, with defences built by Edward I and new walls in the Tudor period.
Stratified deposits of the 11th/12th centuries have been identified at
a depth of about 3 m in the SW part of the town, the area around Oil
Mill Lane. These results, and excavations in Walkergate and Ravensdowne
confirm the suggestion of growth N and NE from an original focus along
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the river bank.
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BEVERLEY, Humberside

J B Whitwell

A survey by K Miller and others is now in typescript, possibly to
be published 1980. It forms part of the Humberside Archaeological Unit's
survey of historic towns, but is to be published separately,

BIRMINGHAM, W

D Lyson & R Taylor
City of Birmingham Museum

Midlands

Work undertaken since 1975 has included:
(i) Building recording of the Old Crown Inn, High Street, Deritend
(1975), an early 16th century 'mansion house of tymber' described by Leland.
(ii) Recording of graves in the closed churchyard of St Paul,
Birmingham (1978). The churchyard was in use for burials 17791861, and 469 stones were surveyed and recorded.
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BISHOP AUCKLAND, Co Durham

C O'Brien

The borough of the 12th century was a planned multiple-row settlement between Auckland Castle to the N and Bondgate, the villein settlement
to the S. The area around Newgate is thought to be the pre-Norman Weardsettle, superceded by the 12th century developments Trial excavations
in 1978 showed that the deposits had been badly damaged in the 19th
century.
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BLECHINGLEY, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

Blechingley was a small medieval borough and market centre with a
castle of the de Clares. The death of the last of this family in the
14th century probably contributed to the decline of Blechingley into a
village. No archaeological investigation has taken place within the
area of the medieval borough but a small scale excavation, directed by
D Turner, is currently taking place on the site of the medieval castle.
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BODMIN, Cornwall

Cornwall Committee for Rescue Archaeology

Cornwall's towns are all small and archaeological investigation
within them has been very limited or non-existent. During recent watching briefs in Bodmin and Truro the archaeological stratigraphy was observed to be of a depth of only one to two ft. Before large scale excavation
is considered the priority is to establish the archaeological potential
of the towns by cellar surveys (to eliminate what has already been lost),
by watching briefs and perhaps by minor excavation.
This will be undertaken in Bodmin and in other towns.
An "implications survey" has been published.
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BOLSOVER, Derbyshire

The Historic Towns of Cornwall, Cornwall
Committee for Rescue Archaeology

C R Hart

The early Norman promontory castle with small inner and huge outer
baileys, was refortified in stone after 1113. These stone works were
observed in 1946 in the forecourt of the 'little castle' (Faulkner, 1972)
and again in 1978. The castle was forfeited to the crown in 1155, and
the Pipe Rolls record considerable royal expenditure on it between 1173
and 1214.
The 17th century castle mansion has been extensively written about
with scant regard to the development of the town (Hart 1977). It appears
that establishment of the castle in the 11th century was closely followed
by the laying out of an ambitious urban area (Phase 2) with a linear grid
dominated by a central axis extending along the spine of the limestone
ridge. The grid pattern of streets, lanes and tenement boundaries is
still clearly visible in the town plan.
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Phase 3 of the town's development lies N of the original core,
across the deep Hockley Valley. It takes the form of long burgage plots,
roughly at right angles to Townend (Nether Street), the dimensions of
which suggest an 'open field' origin.
The separate earth rampart and ditch (Phase 4) extending SE of
Horncroft Road has been wrongly called 'Jacobean' by previous writers
and is of larger profile than the aforementioned earthworks. William
Senior's map of the 1630's confirms that these works were of some age as
by then they were being used only as land boundaries and their military
function had long since passed.
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BOSTON, Lincs

B B Simmons

There is no archaeological evidence for any major settlement within
the present town before the late 11th century, when Boston is first documented. However, the lack of adequate past excavation to any depth
prevents a proper assessment of the situation. Our main knowledge of
the topography of the town relates to the 13th century onwards. In view
of its importance in the 12th and 13th centuries it is astonishing that
Boston remains the only major medieval English port which has not received the attention it deserves from those bodies which support archaeological work.
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BRAINTREE, Essex

P J Drury & M R Eddy

Several excavations have been undertaken in Braintree since 1971,
but only one site, at 51-57 Rayne Road, within the RB 'small town' has
been examined extensively. The remaining sites, whilst not worth excavation on a substantial scale, have added significantly to our knowledge of the town. Recently a full gazetteer of past discoveries has
been prepared, and a study of the topography of the medieval town and
its environs undertaken.
Recent excavations have tended to support the existence of a possible Late Iron Age oppidum earthwork. A RB 'small town', some 23 ha
in extent developed to the W around an important crossroads. Its buildings were all apparently timber-framed, generally with thatched roofs.
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At Rayne Road, a 3rd/4th century forge was excavated in 1974. Archaeological evidence of the Saxon period is scanty, but it seems likely that
the market place laid out probably soon after the market grant of 1199
was sited on the edge of a pre-existing settlement centred on St Michael's
church. Two other planned elements can be discerned in the town - one
to the W of the market place, dated archaeologically to c 1400, and the
'new market street' of 1619 to the S. Further work is required on all
aspects of the archaeology of Braintree; priorities are discussed in
Drury 1976.
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BRANCASTER, Norfolk

D A Edwards

The fort is at the N end of the system which defended the Saxon
Shore and dates from the early 3rd to the late 4th century. Within the
fort the plan and location of several substantial structures, including
the principia, have been recorded by aerial photography. To the N are
traces of an earlier earth and timber fort. Aerial photography and geophysical survey have revealed at least 23 ha of enclosures, regularly
aligned upon a grid of side streets on either side of a main E-W road
outside the fort. Excavations W of the fort produced no evidence of
permanent settlement within one enclosure, but timber structures in
another together with a general scatter of 2nd to 4th century occupation
debris suggest extensive but humble habitation devoid of substantial
structures.
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BRIDGWATER, Somerset

W Rodwell

The centre is gradually being redeveloped, and a large area of the
castle site has been cleared. Large scale excavations could be undertaken if funds were available, and would probably yield excellent results, but the great depth and waterlogging would make work prohibitively
expensive, and sufficient money is not available.
Bibliography
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BRISTOL, Avon

Historic Towns in Somerset, 12-19

M Ponsford

Recent work has suggested that Saxon Bristol lay along the crest of
the peninsular stretching from Mary-le-Port on the W to Old Market to the
E. The N foundations of the 13th century bridge have recently been
found, and the 12th century town walls have been excavated in Baldwin
Street and N of St Peter's Church.
Work in the Temple area, Peter Street, Rackhay and Lewin's Mead has
reinforced traditional documentary dating for the foundations of the
suburbs. In these areas the tenement pattern has been examined, showing
that in the Norman town the plots were cramped with dense occupation and
that suburban expansion was piecemeal. Fenced back lanes have been identified in Rackhay and large areas of backs and gardens excavated in the
Temple area where the plot widths were multiples of 12 ft. The excavation of the new Frome channel (1240-7) allowed settlement in nearby areas,
including Greyfriars.
In excavations at St Bartholomew's Hospital, located by the Frome
Bridge W of Greyfriars, much of the plan of this medieval hospital and
post-medieval school and institutional complex, have been recorded.
Many frontages in Bristol have been destroyed by road-widening,
but 14th-15th century building plans have been recovered in Chequer Lane
and at Spicer's Almshouse. Almost the whole of a 14th century street
and its frontages have been recorded in Chequer (or Church) Lane. Foundations of stone and several timber buildings have been excavated, including those with stone cellars and timber superstructures.
The earliest excavated suburb is Temple Fee, where two halls of
the military orders have been partially excavated and were 30-40 m in
length.
The only urban church excavated so far (apart from Mary-le-Port)
is that of the Greyfriars, which was rebuilt on a grand scale, with
aisles, around 1400. The plans of part of the Greyfriars was recovered
and, using William Worcestre's survey, a fairly complete plan produced.
The pottery found in the Bristol excavations shows that local wares
travelled to eastern Ireland, Iceland, South Wales, and the Welsh Marches.
Pottery was made at Bristol from c 1250 to 1968 with a possible break in
the 16th century. Imports came from all over Europe in the post-medieval
period, with a notable lack of material from the Netherlands. Other
recently identified imports include whetstones from Norway.
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Cloth-racks have been excavated in Victoria Street. There was also
an associated bronze pin industry, probably for the allied craft of
making woolcards. Cloth seals, including some with Bristol marks, have
also been found. Iron and bronze working is well-evidenced in Bristol
and several moulds for casting small bronze objects have been recovered.
The bone parts of stringed musical instruments have recently been identified, part of a bone-processing industry which included horn-working.
At Narrow Quay two docks were excavated. St Clement's dock contained much pottery, leather and animal bone dating to c 1580-90. The
second, which was stonebuilt and made by Robert Aldworth in the 17th
century, contained some reused timber. Traces of medieval waterfront
structures were found at St Bartholomew's Hospital. Further waterfront
areas will be excavated soon in the Redcliffe area. In salvage work at
Broad Quay an undocumented Watergate was recorded which allowed small
boats to be unloaded inside the town walls.
In the marshy suburbs S of the River Avon there are good chances
of recovering environmental evidence. So far the most consistent evidence is that fruit was a prominent part of the Bristolian's diet, and
cherry, grape, and apple have been identified. A series of cess-pits
were found to have been infested with flies, the main reason for placing
them at the ends of the long tenements in Temple Street. Wool and cloth
have been recovered, of which the most important group is an early 16th
century deposit from a Greyfriars garderobe. At the castle site, analysis of a floor deposit has shown that the building was used as a stable
from the bedding material, horsehair, and fragments of leather identified.
Further work will be directed towards the development of Bristol in
the suburbs of Redcliffe (possibly of pre-Gonquest origin). The only
area where there is a chance of further pre-Conquest remains in the
central area is Old Market.
The emphasis will, however, be on post-excavation work in the
immediate future.
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BUCKINGHAM, Bucks

M Farley

Although the principal area of the late Saxon burh can be located
on topographical grounds, archaeological proof is still lacking. The
location of the adjacent fortified area across the river recorded in 918
cannot be so certainly established on topographical grounds. Two excavThe first
ations have been carried out within the core area of the town.
(1974) on low-lying ground within the loop of the river, produced sparse
late Saxon finds but no structures, occupation only being proven from
the 13th century onwards (Hall 1975). A similar result was obtained
from work carried out (1978) on higher ground E of the castle mound and
in back gardens away from the street frontage; a little late Saxon pottery
was recovered, but no structural features. The area was intensively utilised for pits from the 13th century onwards. There were 2 m of archaeological deposit at this site, which suggests that further excavation
within the town may be productive, but much of the area concerned lies
within a conservation area and opportunities will be limited.
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BUXTON, Derbyshire

C R Hart

It has been suggested that Buxton was the site of a Roman fort,
though no structural evidence has been uncovered. Its Roman place name,
the discovery of a complex road junction, and a milestone (RIB, 2243)
recording the distance to Mavio are evidence of military occupation and
the establishment of a spa town.
The suggested location of the Roman fort S of the market place,
cannot be substantiated. The Roman roads leading into Buxton appear to
aim in the direction of Silverlands, where the plateau could have been
easily fortified. Much of this area has been developed in recent years
with the exception of a corner of allotment gardens and rough ground
above Mill Cliff. Here a resistivity survey revealed an anomaly along
a linear feature oriented E-W, and about 10 m wide. This could represent
traces of a rampart, but only trial excavation will answer the problem.
Although records of finds are poor in quality there appears to be a concentration of late 1st - early 2nd century finds at Silverlands with
only a few in the Roman baths - temple area.
Roman Buxton (Aquae Arnemetiae) developed around natural springs
dedicated to thegoddess Arnemetia. Lead lined baths, red plaster and
Roman building remains were recorded in the 18th century in the vicinity
of St Anne's Well, Buxton. During reconstruction work sediments were
removed revealing a brick structure and a votive deposit of 232 Roman
coins, 3 bronze bracelets and a wire clasp ranging in date from the 1st
century AD to c 400 (pers comm from Mr Chapman, Buxton Technical Services
Department).
The location and nature of the deposits indicate native
offerings to Arnemetia throughout the Roman occupation.
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The 20th century baths have become derelict, and should the site
be redeveloped it would be very desirable to excavate.
Around this cult centre there are records of further large stone
and concrete buildings being discovered during the 17th - 19th century
expansion of Buxton as a spa resort. No doubt the Roman townscape was
delineated for the most part by limes intercisivi with shops, hostels
and houses.

CAISTOR ON THE WOLDS, Lincs

P Everson (RCHM)

No major research has been undertaken in recent years, but some
progress has been made in the publication of pagan Saxon finds.
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CANTERBURY, Kent

T Tatton-Brown

Well over 30 large and small excavations have taken place since
January 1976.
At Bigbury, the 1st century BC hillfort forerunner to Canterbury,
some small scale excavation has taken place in 1978-80 (directed by
F H Thompson). However, recent work in Canterbury itself shows no continuity between the two sites and confirms Frere's post-war work showing that 'Belgic' occupation did not start beside the River Stour (i e
under the later city) until the early 1st century AD. Many new Iron Age
coins have been found, especially potins, and much pottery. An exceptional find was hoof prints and thin (?chariot) wheel ruts on a Belgic
track.
Recently evidence has accumulated for a military phase at the
Roman Conquest. Very early Roman timber buildings, associated with
Roman cavalry fittings, were found on the Marlowe (II) site, and a site
in 1976-7, near the Castle Keep, found an early (?military) ditch that
had been back-filled in a hurry in the 60's AD. It contained skeletons
of humans and a horse as well as rampart material, early Samian, a
Claudian coin and an 'Aucissa' brooch. This is perhaps the first evidence for the Boudiccan revolt in Canterbury. Another remarkable find
from the site near the Castle was a Roman double inhumation burial
which contained two swords (spathas) in their scabbards and the belt
fittings.
Many Roman buildings have been excavated since 1976 including one
corner of the Public Baths, a colonnade surrounding a large courtyard in
the insula next to the Theatre. Fragments of large Corinthian columns
were found in association with this, suggesting a classical temple in
the courtyard. Parts of two tanks and a water pipe also found were,
perhaps the base of a fountain. Several stone and timber domestic buildings have also been found. A very large plain red tesselated pavement
(with a mosaic panel in the middle) was also found just S of the E part
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of the Cathedral. This had a bronze Silenus head and part of a terracotta figurine associated with it, and so may also be in a temple. Two
Flavian cremation groups were also excavated on the Castle site, and
two Roman pottery kilns outside the city were also found.
An excavation was carried out in 1977 on the City's defences just
W of Northgate, and much of the Roman 3rd century rampart and wall was
examined. Also in cleaning a stretch of the Roman city wall buried in
the N wall of St Mary Northgate church, a crenellation was found, c 6 m
above Roman ground level. This may only be early Norman, but it could
be a reconstructed Roman crenellation.
We now have a clearer idea of the irregular Roman street grid inside the city walls, but the exact location of the main Roman roads
outside the city's gates are still little known. Most of these roads
clearly went out of use after the end of the Roman period.
A small amount of new material for early 5th century occupation in
Canterbury has been forthcoming, but after c 450 the city appears to
have been abandoned until the later 6th century. A 'dark earth' layer
appears on many of our sites, cut by the later Grubenhauser, which are
now known to be quite numerous in the city centre. Parts of at least
20 have been excavated now, and they seem mainly to date from the later
6th or 7th centuries.
Later Middle Saxon structures are still hard to find, but 8th
century levels have now been located on several sites. Five sceattas
and a superb 8th century decorated object have been found. After this,
little evidence of occupation has been found until the 10th century,
though the gap may only be due to the lack of closely datable material
in the 9th century.
The most notable 10th century structures are the deep timber and
wattle-lined cellars; three have now been found on the Marlowe site.
However, above-ground buildings are also elusive. Much Saxo-Norman
(10th-12th century) pottery is now being studied from Canterbury. Some
of this material has been found associated with datable structures of
the later 11th and 12th century in the Cathedral precincts.
Excavations at the royal castle have been accompanied by the making
of a detailed survey of the Keep (built c 1100). Detailed drawings have
also been made of several large stone buildings in the precincts (the
mid-12th century first-floor hall and its famous 'Norman staircase', the
13th century Great Hall of the Archbishop's Palace and 'Meister Omers',
a very large 15th century Priory Guest House used by Cardinal Beaufort).
These drawings were done in conjunction with a series of major excavations in this area, in advance of new building work by the King's School.
Excavation has also been taking place in and beside the Cathedral itself,
and detailed examinations of parts of the fabric are also being undertaken. This work is urgent in several cases because of the very large
amounts of restoration work that are taking place. Several important
new discoveries have been made, particularly in relation to Lanfranc's
Cathedral of 1070-7. We are also initiating a survey of all surviving
architectural fragments in the Cathedral precincts. Among many important
finds from within the precincts was a unique lead weight or trial piece
of William I.
Excavation and above-ground recording has also been taking place on
many later medieval timber-framed buildings in the city. The amount of
'restoration' work that is being carried out on these buildings (several
of which were unlisted when found) is greater than ever before. We have
also been able to excavate one site (3, Beer Cart Lane) which contained
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the remains of the foundation walls of a pair of timber-framed buildings,
More excavation within standing buildings is needed. Recording and excavation work has also been taking place at the 'Poor Priest's Hospital'
where the 14th century great hall was found to incorporate Lambin Frese's
stone house of 1180.
Half of the church and medieval graveyard of St Mary Bredin has been
excavated, while a survey is nearly complete of all the 22 parish churches
of Canterbury. This survey involves documentary work as well, and at the
same time we are starting to make detailed drawings of the fabric of the
buildings themselves. An excavation and survey was also carried out on
the Roper Chantry Chapel and vault at St Dunstan's Church.
Work has also been taking place on the post-medieval buildings, and
a study was made (through excavation) of the conversion of the early 14th
century Almonry Chapel at Christ Church Priory into the King's School in
the later 16th century.
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Note: The major excavation reports will appear as a series entitled
The Archaeology of Canterbury and published for the Trust by the Kent
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the final reports of Professor S S Frere's excavations will be:
I Excavations at Canterbury Castle
II Excavations of the Defences of Canterbury
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CARLISLE, Cumbria

M R McCarthy

The earliest Roman occupation on Annetwell Street and Blackfriars
Street overlay ploughmarks which may be associated with flints and axes
on Blackfriars Street suggesting the possibility of Neolithic land use.
Excavations on Annetwell Street in 1978-9 revealed the S rampart
and double portal gate of a Flavian fort (max size likely c 8 ac), the
remainder of which underlies the modern ring road and castle. Excavations on Blackfriars Street 1977-9 revealed a long sequence of Roman strip
houses dating from the late Flavian period to the 4th-5th century. Further occupation can be demonstrated after this including a long timber
building cutting across the late Roman building alignment. The latest
features were the church, cemetery and part of the conventual buildings
of a Dominican Friary,
Since 1978 work has been in progress on The Lanes where no preRoman activity has so far been attested, and where the Roman occupation
may not begin until the Antonine period. Thereafter good quality stone
buildings dating to the late 2nd, 3rd, and possibly 4th century were located. It is not yet clear whether the area currently being worked Keays Lane - was occupied by buildings in the post Roman and pre-12th
century levels. A combination of documentary research with archaeology
can now begin to discern the outline pattern of property boundaries and
land holding in the N part of the Lanes area from the late 11th century
to the Tudor period.
Part of the Tudor defences were located elsewhere in the town in
1979.
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CASTLETON and Peveril Castle, Derbyshire

C R Hart

Peveril castle is sited E and W of Peak Cavern which dissects the
spur overlooking the town and Cave Dale. The outer bailey is enclosed
by a single ditch and rampart. The Earl's road enters the castle via
this bailey and within there is a range of buildings which as far as is
known have not been investigated. To the E of Peak Cavern a larger bailey was walled in stone perhaps in the early 12th century. The Pipe
Rolls for 1175-6 record large expenditure on the Castellum de Pech with
the construction of the stone tower keep.
The name of the town is derived from the castle. It has its own
defences composed of an earth rampart and ditch, rectangular in plan and
probably belonging to the late 12th. century. The first reference to a
borough is in 1196. A grid plan of streets within the walls is evident,
with a market square, now encroached upon, set between Castle Hill and
St Edmund's church. The defended area is fractionally smaller than its
sister town of Bolsover, and it would appear that Castleton was less
successful as the space within the ramparts was never completely developed. The medieval town walls have been considerably denuded in recent
years by extensions to hotel car parks and the street pattern within the
medieval town has been ignored by insensitive modern development.
Half a mile NE of the town are the earthwork remains of the Hospital
of Our Lady, founded by John of Gaunt. The hospital earthworks are unique
in N Derbyshire but continue to be eroded by maintenance works on a pipe
line running close to the main feature.
Bibliography
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CHELMSFORD, Essex

The plans and topography of medieval
towns in England and Wales, CBA Res Rep
14, 39; 59

P J Drury & M R Eddy

Excavations have been undertaken on a substantial scale by Chelmsford
Excavation Committee since 1969. As a result of redevelopment schemes,
these have been concentrated in the Roman town area (medieval suburb of
Moulsham). The definitive reports on this work are now in preparation,
responsibility for future excavations having been assumed by Essex County
Council.
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A considerable knowledge of the Roman town of Caesaromagus has now
been acquired. The area was under cultivation in the Iron Age, but there
is no evidence of intensive pre-Roman settlement. A fort appears to have
been established adjacent to the crossing point of the rivers Can and
Chelmer in the Conquest period. The town probably has its origins in
this fort, or rather the vicus which probably began to develop outside it.
However, it has been suggested that Caesaromagus, with its grandiose
name, was properly founded in 49/50 as the intended cantonal capital of
the Trinovantes, following the establishment of the colonia at Colchester.
If so, the capital was short-lived, for there is evidence of extensive
demolition of the early timber buildings and the erection of a fort following the Boudi ccan revolt. The town which developed later in the 1st
century, and which continued in much the same form well into the 5th
century, was a 'small town', with timber shops and houses lining the
two main roads adjacent to their junction. Recent excavations have revealed a second road at right angles to the main through route. This
apparently follows the line of the Can's early course.
In the angle between the two main roads lay the mansio with an associated (possible) temple. A religious precinct has been located on the
NE edge of the town; and octagonal stone temple built in the early 4th
century was excavated in 1970-71. Earthern defences were constructed
around the centre of the town c 160-75, but were subsequently levelled
early in the 3rd century. Most buildings in the town were timber-framed
strip houses with thatched roofs and gravel, clay, or timber floors; some
were definitely single storied - indeed all may have been.
Little archaeological evidence of Saxon occupation in the area is
yet known. The medieval town developed following the grants of a market,
right of free tenure, and a fair in 1199-1201. It was sited on a triangular area of land between the rivers Can and Chelmer, burgage plots
being laid out on either side of an elongated triangular market street;
the church was placed across the base of the triangle. To date, only
two plots have been explored archaeologically; much of the relevant frontages were destroyed by cellars in the 19th century or redevelopment in
the early 20th. However, a number of buildings of 15th - 17th century
date have been recorded prior to demolition. Parts of the Dominican
Friary were excavated in advance of redevelopment, 1969-73.
A priority is the examination of sites relevant to the origins and
early development of the Roman town.
Bibliography
Couchman, C, 1977

The Work of Essex County Council Archaeology Section, 1977, Essex Archaeol
Hist, 9 (19771), 92

Drury, P J, 1972

Preliminary Report: The Romano-British
settlement at Chelmsford, Essex: Caesaromagus, ibid 4 (1972), 3-29. Contains
an interim report on the temple site.

, 1974

Chelmsford Dominican Priory: The Excavation of the Reredorter, 1973, ibid, 6
(1974), 40-81.

, 1975

Roman Chelmsford-Caesaromagus, in The
Small Towns of Roman Britain (eds W J
Rodwell & R T Rowley), Brit Archaeol
Rep, 15, 159-73

19

Rodwell, W J, 1975

CHELTENHAM, Gloucs

Trinovantian Towns and their setting,
ibid, 85-102. (Since these papers were
written, more evidence for the existance
of the Claudian fort has been discovered
and our view of the mansio has altered
considerably).
W Rodwell

There is little redevelopment in Cheltenham which affects periods
earlier than Regency. One large development site - the Plough Yard will be coming up in 1980. Medieval and later settlement, is expected
there.
Bibliography
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CHEPSTOW, Gwent

Pre-Regency Cheltenham: An Archaeological Survey
R Shoesmith

No organized archaeological work had been carried out in Chepstow
before 1971 when work started on the Inner Relief Road. This involved
demolition of part of the town wall and a small area was examined. A
further breach was made through the wall in 1972 and an area excavated.
In 1973-4 the area S of the priory church was cleared and was extensively
examined. The excavations did not produce any Roman buildings but the
quantity of building material and pottery, together with three Roman cremations, suggests occupation in the near vicinity, possibly associated
with a crossing of the Wye.

CHERTSEY, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

Only one recent excavation has taken place, on London Street close
to its junction with Guildford Street. The earliest buildings discovered were 12th century and clearly aligned with London Street. The absence
of earlier material indicates that secular settlement (if any) associated
with the abbey, founded in the 7th century, lay elsewhere. The foundation
of the present town may well have followed on the re-foundation of the
abbey c 1110. Frequent re-building of this site has enabled the recovery
of a long stratified medieval and PM pottery sequence.
Group Captain Guy Knocker's notes on his excavations at Chertsey
Abbey are now being typed and checked by the County Archaeological Unit,
prior to publication.
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CHESTER, Cheshire

T J Strickland

Northgate Brewery, phase I (1972/3). No evidence of pre-Roman occupation. Intensive Roman military occupation from late 1st century until
c 200. Intermittent occupation in 3rd and 4th centuries. No signs of
continuity from 4th to 14th centuries. Much of site under plough during
14th and 15th centuries. Line of Water Tower Street shifted northwards
away from site of Roman intervallum. Evidence of intensive occupation
in vicinity during 14th and 15th centuries. 1500-1740: decline of activity in this area when site apparently under grass. Post-medieval
street front residential occupation.
Goss Street (1973). No pre-Roman occupation. Intensive Roman
military occupation from late 1st century to demolition c 300. Shortlived mid to late 4th century occupation. No continuity evidence 4th
to 14th century. Late 14th century to modern times, intensive street
front occupation with rubbish at rear.
Crook Street (1973/4). No pre-Roman occupation. Intensive Roman
miliary occupation late 1st century until demolition c 300. short-lived
occupation mid to late 4th century. No continuity. Evidence of 10th
century occupation in area with Scandinavian influences. 10th - 18th
century site a rubbish tip. Modern Crook Street may be medieval in
origin.
Northgate Brewery, Phase 2 (1974). No pre-Roman occupation. Roman
military from late 1st century until demolition c 300. Short-lived mid
to late 4th century occupation. No continuity. Site under plough until
mid 19th century,
Nicholas Street (1974). Roman vicus. No continuity evident.
Lower Bridge Street (1974/5). No pre-Roman occupation. Slight
evidence of Roman vicus. No continuity. Part of site ploughed pre-9th
century. 9th and 10th century occupation may represent emergence of
Mercian Chester. 11th - 13th century tanning industry. Street-front
development clear from this time with rubbish at rear. Subsequent continuous residential occupation on parts of site; on others open ground
until 18th century.
Abbey Green (1975/6). Iron Age cultivation and evidence of occupation in vicinity. Roman military occupation from late 1st century. Some
demolition and flterations to rampart c 200. Some mid to late 4th century
occupation. 5th century occupation. Pre-10th century but undatable
phases of building; may represent continuity. 10th century occupation in
vicinity. Open ground from then on. Gardens from 17th century onwards.
Greyfriars Court (1976/7). Probably has great potential for study
of Roman vicus and of medieval Dominican Friary.
Castle Street (1976). Roman vicus 1st - late 3rd centuries. No
traces of continuity.
Princess Street Development Area (1979/81). Large walled enclosure
and substantial buildings in the centre of the legionary fortress. Saxon
and medieval occupation principally on the street frontage; striking
continuity of street frontage development from the 12th century to present.
Implications of pottery trade and industry in medieval/PM Chester:
Only two medieval kilns have been found in Cheshire (Newstead, 1934)
but the recent find of 15th - 16th century wasters near Buckley probably
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implies a continuous pottery industry in the area since late medieval
times (Davey, 1975). Coarseness of ware determining distance it can
travel. Some 17th century North Devon ware may be connected with export
of pipeclay from Bideford. However, most coarse wares of local manufacture. Finer local wares imitate fine imported wares from N and SW
France in medieval period, and from Staffordshire in PM period. Early
PM increase in variety of continental finewares so that now we have
French, Spanish, Dutch, German, and possibly Italian imports.
Bibliography
Davey, P J, 1975

Northgate Brewery Interim Report 1973,
Cheshire, Archaeol Bull, 3 (19751), 1422

, 1975b

Stem Bore Analysis of Chester Clay
pipes. ibid 3 (1975) 29-34

, 1977

Medieval Pottery in the NW: material
from the Chester Conference of November
1975, Inst of Extension Studies, University of Liverpool

Mason, D, 1976

Chester: the evolution and adaption of
its landscape, Chester Archaeol Soc, 59
(1976), 14-73

Newstead, R, 1934

Medieval pottery and kiln at Ashton
near Chester, Annals Archaeol Anthropol,
21 (1934), 5-26 University of Liverpool

, & Droop, P,
1936
Ward, S, 1076

Excavations in Deanery Field and Abbey
Green, 1935, ibid, 23 (1936), 113-47

Webster, G, &
Dunning, G C, 1960

Chester in the early 17th century,
Grosvenor Museum
A Medieval Pottery Kiln at Audlem,
Cheshire, Medieval Archaeol, 4 (1960),
109-25

Excavation reports and summaries
Cheshire Archaeol Bull, 1-4, 1973-6
Archaeological Excavations, (HMSO), 1974, 1975 (& 1976)
forthcoming)
CBA Group V Archaeological Newsletters, 24-27
CBA Calendar of Excavations (Summaries), 1975 & 1976
Britannia, 6 (1975); 7 (1976), 11 (1980)
Medieval Archaeol, 19 (1975); 20

(1976)

Post-Medieval Archaeol, 10 (1976)
Excavations Newsletters (Grosvenor Museum) 1973-6

22

CHESTERFIELD, Derbyshire

T W Courtney

At the initiative of the DOE, the North Derbyshire Archaeological
Committee was formed on 1 April 1976, subsuming the former Chesterfield
Archaeological Research Committee-which since 1973 had been dealing with
urban archaeology in Chesterfield. The new county unit will devote much
of its future resources to rural work, but the following is a summary of
urban research conducted by the Chesterfield Unit. Chesterfield is the
second town of the county, and a major redevelopment scheme spurred the
DOE to finance salvage excavations and surveys in the town, the first to
be supported in N Derbyshire.
Roman Period: the excavation of three sites has shown that the first fort
was built 60-70 AD over the highest part of the town. The E defences were
remodelled twice, involving a shift in the position of the entrances. The
fort was provided with an annexe, itself re-positioned. The fort seems to
have been run down in the mid-2nd century. A final phase of industrial
activity may represent civilian use of the fort area. The location of the
possible civil settlement has not yet been ascertained.
Early Medieval: the first documentary reference to Chesterfield occurs
955, but there is still no archaeological material between the 2nd century
and the Norman Conquest.
Later Medieval: the Unit has conduct&d excavations, surveys, and documentary research. The excavation of selected medieval sites will establish a
pottery sequence for NE Derbyshire. An important street frontage site was
excavated opposite the parish church in St Mary's Gate, and documentary
work by volunteers has complemented this. The most comprehensive work was
undertaken on the extant timber-framed Peacock Inn in the Market Square.
This was stripped to its frame and an architectural survey was done by
P Borne and P W Dixon, revealing a first-floor hall of impressive dimensions, possibly the hall of the major guild of Chesterfield. It was subsequently listed and will be preserved. Excavation beneath its floors
exposed earlier structures which helped date the urbanization of the W
end of the town. Excavations on the E side of town exposed a 5m deep
ditch, which may be defensive in nature, and which was unrecorded. The
excavated sites were: Peacock Inn (medieval, PM); Swan Yard (Roman, medieval, PM); Station Road (Roman, Medieval, PM); Spa Lane (excavated 1976).
County Survey: the new NDAC is conducting a major sites and monuments
survey of the N of the county, and excavation resources are likely to be
used on rural sites in the future, although urban sites will be tackled
if sufficiently important.
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CHESTER-LE-STREET, Co Durham

Unpublished Roman discoveries near
Chesterfild, ibid
The Records of the Borough of chesterfield 1204-1835, and related documents,
History of chesterfied. 5
C O'Brien

The E, S and W ramparts of the Roman Fort are attested by excavation
E of Front Street and around the parish church. Other buildings lie outside the fort. Anglo-Saxon period deposits have yet to be identified.
The late 9th century church is presumably on the site of the present
church, with the civil settlement to the W. The contemporary monastic
site may have been near the church. The medieval settlement was of two
rows on either side of the N-S street. A College was founded in 1286
and attached to the church, but no collegiate buildings were constructed.
Bibliography
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CHICHESTER, W Sussex

A Down

Roman: Extensive excavations in the NW quadrant, other sites in the
centre of the town and extra-mural sites (Eastgate and Southgate) have
traced the origins of the town from the establishment of the 2nd Legion's
base camp in AD 43, with perhaps the hint of a late Iron Age settlement
peripheral to the NW' corner of the town. The l egionary occupation was
followed by the native town of Cogidubnus, when some of the public buildings, (eg the Thermae and the Temple of Neptune and Minerva), were built.
After c 80 the town was laid out as the civitas capital of the region,
with a street grid and forum.
The later development of the NW quadrant sites has been closely
studied, and shows an expansion in the early 4th century followed by a
decline and slow decay from the 5th century onwards.
Outside the town, a spread of late 4th century development has been
noted at the Southgate, and outside the Eastgate occupation was noted on
the S side of Stane Street from the late 1st to the late 4th century.
Later still, part of the area became a cemetery, and inhumations (some
of which may have been buried in quicklime) have been found.
Further S, in the Cattlemarket, there was continuous occupation
from the mid 1st to probably early 5th century, with the latest phases
of occupation concerned with iron-working.
Continuous monitoring of street works within the new pedestrian
precinct have confirmed the presence of the S and N gates of the town
and have revealed signs of large buildings below North, East and South
Streets.
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CHRISTCHURCH, Dorset

K Jarvis

An interim report on recent work in Christchurch has been published
in advance of a monograph. Documentary work since 1977 has suggested
that an early church may have predated the burh. The excavation of a
Saxon cemetery at Bargates, and a review of Saxon stray finds from the
area, have also clarified the origins of the burh.
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CIRENCESTER, Gloucs

A D McWhirr

In 1971-3 excavations continued on Roman buildings in insula XII,
showing that they exhibited agricultural characteristics and that one
was indeed a farm. These buildings date from the 4th century and on
structural evidence appear to have been in use well into the 5th.
The cemetery W of Corinium was further explored and work completed
in 1974. 350 skeletons dating from the 4th to 5th centuries have now
been recovered, and Dr Calvin Wells had made a detailed anatomical study
of them. The nature of the site made excavation difficult and the lack
of dating evidence made it impossible to trace the development of the
cemetery and any changes in burial practice, but the skeletal material
should afford some general conclusions about the population. In the
same area the Fosse Way and an adjacent Roman building were investigated.
The SW or Bath Gate was discovered in a sewer pipe trench and partly exposed by machine trenching.
A central area of the Roman town was excavated in 1974-6 revealing
a large building in the N corner of insula VI and the backs of a
series of shops (?) which fronted Ermine Street.
Advances have been made in understanding the development of Cirencester in post-Roman times by several research workers and some of their
work has been published.
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COLCHESTER, E s s e x

P Crummy

There were two main areas of occupation in the native settlement of
Camulodunum. Sheepen, known from large-scale excavations in the 1930s
and in 1970, was primarily a riverside commercial and industrial area
based on water-borne transport via the river Colne. Gosbecks, known mainly
from aerial photography of cropmarks in the mid 1970s, was essentially
agricultural and the centre of an extensive network of fields, trackways
and defensive dykes. At the heart of Gosbecks lay a large enclosure now
tentatively identified as the royal homestead. A Roman fort has recently been discovered built up against the inside of the innermost dyke.
The site of the legionary fortress almost certainly lay under the W
side of the walled colonia. The fortress appears to have been converted
into a Roman city by the demolition of its defences and the reuse or adaptation of many of its streets and buildings. The street grid of the
former fortress was extended on its E side where, apparently, several
public buildings were erected including the Temple of Claudius.
Following the revolt of AD 60-1, the colony received its first defences. These were earthen and were replaced during the early 2nd century
by a stone wall, reinforced shortly after its construction by a rampart.
The street grid is now quite well known, but few public buildings have
been identified.
A large area of the colony's cemeteries has been examined; 700
burials have been excavated as well as an adjacent building thought to
have been a martyrium. Recent discoveries of Roman pottery kilns bring
the number known to 43.
Two sunken huts have been found in the town, one datable c 450 and
the other to the 6th or 7th centuries. A detailed study of all material
datable between c 425/50 and 1000 has revealed evidence for occupation in
the town from the 5th to at least the 8th centuries. Finds datable to
the late 8th and 9th centuries are scarce, but the significance of this
in terms of population is not clear. The appearance of Thetford ware on
a number of sites is consistent with the postulated replanning of the
town in the 10th century.
Important features of early medieval Colchester were stone houses
of which two have been excavated. Also significant was the town's pottery
industry; the remains of a series of kilns dating to the 11th and 12th
centuries was found just outside the town wall in 1978.
Parts of various medieval houses have been excavated although the
construction of later buildings and other features has resulted in considerable destruction of the stratified deposits concerned An exception
was at the Middleborough site where well-preserved remains of a series of
buildings dating from the 13th or 14th century were examined and related
to a multi-phase timber-framed house dating from c 1500 which had been
recorded in detail before its demolition.
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The Reports of the large town-centre excavations of the 1970s are planned
as further monographs to be published by the CBA.

COLYFORD, Devon

Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology

No major research or publication since 1976. One plot in the centre
of the town was the subject of a watching brief and trial trench in 1971.
Bibliography
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COVENTRY, W Midlands

The Shrunken Medieval Town of Colyford,
Proc Devon Archaeol Soc, 33 (1975),
297-302
A Hannan & G Astill

(i) Excavation at 7-10 Much Park Street in 1970 revealed a succession of
earlier structures belonging to houses which were built on stone footings.
Prior to the use of stone for building on the site, there are occupation
layers without associated features. The earliest human activity on the
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site was represented by two ditches and a pit, cut into the natural marl/
sandstone, The character of the pottery from these earliest levels suggested that this was activity of the mid 12th century. The succeeding
periods led to the back-filling/silting of the ditches, followed by the
onset of semi-urbanized occupation. This transition led to the first intensive urban occupation at the site, towards c 1250. While the N part
of the site showed evidence of successive buildings, the area to the S
revealed evidence for activities of an ancillary nature - cultivation, the
use of byres, metal working, the preparation of plaster, and the dressing
of stone. The dwellings which first incorporated stone in the wall footings were mid/late 13th century. Successive builders on the site were
clearly influenced by the earliest wall settings. The quality of the
dwellings of the 14th century suggested the presence of a mercantile/entrepreneur class in the area, and the increase in the extent of actual
living floors implied an increasing density of occupation. In the 15th/
early 16th century there was the construction of two timber-framed buildings which, until 1970, stood on the site. The most important feature of
the site was that within 140 m of Coventry Cathedral there was a sequence
of occupation levels which demonstrated the transition from a semi-rural
exploitation of the environment in the 12th century to that of the fully
urbanized context of the 15th century.
(ii) Stone-House, Much Park Street: This site was excavated for Coventry
Museum by the DOE in 1971. The earliest occupation of the site, dated to
the late 12th century, consisted of a post structure with associated pits
containingbuckle moulds which are interpreted as evidence for light industry. By the mid 13th century this structure had been replaced by a
building on stone footings, its long axis being parallel to Much Park Street.
In the mid 14th century a stone house with a vaulted undercroft was
built on the site. Three of the walls still survive to roof height. The
red sandstoneblocks of which the house is built were separately dressed on
site. The building of the house marked a clear break with the previous
use of the site. Not only was the house completely one of stone, but it
was also built with the main axis at angles to the street, a clear case of
re-orientation.
There was a lean-to shop on the gable end of the house which faced
the street. This was associated with iron and bronze working. All levels
associated with the later history of the house had been destroyed by modern occupation.

CREDITON, Devon

Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology

No major research or publication since 1976. Preliminary research
on Saxon Monastic establishment carried out by R Silvester (DCRA Field
Officer).
Small excavation, Holy Cross Church: Car Park, carried out 1977,
(not published, DCRA records).

CRICKLADE, Wilts

J Haslam

Work on Cricklade in 1975 concentrated on two sites; site A inside
the NW corner of' the Saxon town, and site B on the SW corner of the Saxon
defensive system itself.
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Site A: This was excavated to ascertain whether evidence for medieval
occupation could be found away from the centre of the town but within the
original defences. Approximately 8000 sq m of a 2 ha site were machinestripped, and selected parts cleared by hand. The absence of any sign of
occupation of the post-Roman period showed that much of the walled town
must have remained as open fields since its foundation. An extensive
scatter of Roman artefacts, together with several cobble floors of probably clay-walled houses, demonstrated the presence of a considerable
Roman settlement from the 1st to the late 4th centuries.
Site B: A large area (2500 sq m) was excavated on the SW corner of the
Saxon defences with a number of aims: (a) to undertake an area excavation on one of the corners of the defences of a Saxon new town; (b) to
explore a length of, rather than merely to cut a section through, the
defences either side of the corner; and (c) to check the results of previous excavations on the defences. Four phases of rebuilding and destruction were recognized.
Phase 1: (probably Alfredian): The defences consisted of four elements:
(a) a clay and turf or earth bank revetted at the front with turf. Although its existence seems likely, a timber facing to this revetment
cannot be unequivocally demonstrated. No evidence suggesting the existence of structural timberwork within the bank (Radford 1970, 101) was
found. (b) A double ditch system outside the bank, both the inner and
outer ditches approximately 1 m in depth and 2 m in width, their centres
lying 8 m and 12 m from the original front of the bank. The course of
these ditches at the corner itself could not be established. (c) An
intramural walkway or 'wall street' up to 1.5 m in width, running round
the inner edge of the bank, constructed of laid stones worn smooth on
their uppersurfaces (cf Castle Yard, Winchester). (d) The existence of
probably a simple tower on the inside corner of the bank with a floor of
similarly smoothed laid stones co-extensive with the intramural walkway.
Phase 2: A stone wall, 1.20 m in width at the base, was added to the
front of the bank, cutting back by a similar depth into the turf revetment. The famous sherd of stoneware, found underlying this wall in 1960,
is now known to be a hoax; the wall is therefore deprived of its independent dating, but parallels suggest a date in the early 11th century. A
wall-walk was also possibly erected on the back of the former clay bank,
the tumbled stones from which overlay the intramural walkway (cf Hereford).
Phase 3: The defences were slighted, possibly by Cnut in 1016 (cf South
Cadbury). The wall was pulled down and the rubble piled on the berm; in
many places both ditches were clearly filled deliberately with stones from
the wall.
Phase 4: The erection of new defences to the town, possibly in 1144, is
shown by (a) the cutting of a palisade trench along the line of the former
wall, and (b) the excavation around these defences of a wide shallow ditch.
The recognition of this phase throws light on many of the topographical
peculiarities of Cricklade.
These results differ considerably from previous interpretations
(Radford 1972), and can be confirmed in a number of ways by a close reexamination of the records of earlier excavations.
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DARLINGTON, Co Durham

Excavations at Cricklade, 1948-63,
Wiltshire Archaeol Natur Hist Mag,
67 (1972), 61-111
C O'Brien

Darlington was an estate centre in the 10th century, but some carved stone fragments from the church are the only pre-conquest finds. A
new borough was laid out in the 12th century on a multiple-row plan
between the Bishop's Palace and Church to the E and the Villein settlement of Bondgate to the W. An Anglian cemetery lies N of Bondgate.
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A Hannan

A major study of medieval documentation by A E Brown is in progress.

DERBY, Derbyshire

R A Hall

Investigation of 480 sq m at the SW corner of Full Street, on the
site of the new Civic Centre, was undertaken in 1972 in the hope of tracing a sequence of occupation from the present back into the pre-conquest
period, when Derby was one of the five Burhs, and the headquarters of a
Viking army.
Little previous excavation had been undertaken within the
core of the medieval town. A complex of rubbish pits yielded a good sequence of pottery, which demonstrated continuous occupation in the vicinity from the 11th century onwards. No structures whatever were recovered;
they were presumably destroyed by the modern buildings on the street frontage. Derby remains the most enigmatic of the five Burhs: the possibility
that the nearby Roman defences of Little Chester initially attracted the
Vikings deserves consideration.
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DONCASTER, S Yorks

P C Buckland, M J Dolby & J R Magilton

Excavations have defined the limits of the Roman fort of Danum, around
the present parish church of St George. Extensive civilian occupation lay
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S and W, principally along the N-S axis of the major Roman road. Two
phases of earthwork defences, probably belonging to the late 2nd century
and after c 340, have been defined on the W, lying within the medieval
defences, and these suggest that the settlement should be ranked as a
'small town'. There is little early Saxon material, and the latest Roman
finds are restricted to the c 2.5 ha stone-walled enclosures of the late
fort. This eneeinte was refortified by a massive pair of ditches during
the late Saxon period, and further refurbished as the outer bailey of a
motte-and-bailey castle. Its motte lay where the present E end of the
parish church stands, and the inner bailey was coincident with the churchyard. Until the abandonment of the castle during the 12th century, the
town's parish church was that of St Mary Magdalene, formerly in the Market
Place, and St George's presumably originated as the castle chapel. The
E half of the site of the motte was used for the site of the Moot Hall,
which was demolished in the late 18th century. Although the Franciscan
Friary, first referred to 1284, lies outside the town, to the N, the
Carmelite Friary of 1251 lies within the defences of 1215 (?1191), implying an open space or individual buildings, perhaps the 'Hall' of Hallgate,
occupying up to 1/8th of the defended area. Excavation suggests that part
of this area, N of the presumed site of the friary church, over the line
of the Roman defences, was garden during the medieval period. Substantial
footings of buildings fronting on the High Street have been partially examined and work is proceeding on this site.

DORCHESTER, Dorset

C J S Green

During the last decade archaeological policy has been dictated by
building developments threatening the SW and SE corners of the walled
area, the defences and the Roman cemeteries outside the urban core. Excavation and observation work in the Roman town has traced much of the
road grid anddrainage system. Sections across the W and S defences have
clarified details of the multiple ditch system and confirmed the existence
of an earlier unfinished wall foundation on at least the S side.
Within the SW sector a series of sites in the Hospital revealed a
late Roman basilican work building with substantial ovens, adjacent to
waste land occupied 'only by chalk quarries re-used as rubbish pits (196970). Nearby, observation work has recovered sections of the road system,
parts of rich town houses and a probable smithy. At Applegates, Trinity
Street (1973), the only full building sequence so far investigated comprised a 1st century AD timber building succeeded by two phases of increasingly substantial courtyard houses facing onto a road. Both here
and in the town-centre the earliest occupation must pre-date the final
abandonment of Maiden Castle in the 70s AD, suggesting a much earlier
civil or possibly military origin.
In the SE quarter, the public baths were excavated at Wollaston
House (1978). A substantial 1st century bathing suite, including a
laconicum, had later been extended by the addition of a duplicate series
of rooms and a large, isolated heated room. The complex went out of use
in the 4th century.
In the extramural area, it has now been established that Maumbury
Rings were converted to an amphitheatre in the 1st century AD but thereafter was virtually disusea, At Poundbury a suburban farm and cemetery
was succeeded by an extensive 4th century Christian cemetery of Continental type. A thriving urban church seems therefore to have existed by the
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time of the establishment of a pagan temple in Maiden Castle. The skeletal remains will allow a sample census to be carried out on the urban
population.
No post-Roman continuity has been established within the urban area,
but a major agricultural settlement grew up over the Poundbury cemetery
in the 5th century. Cemeteries of a different character at nearby Bradford Peverel and Fordington, seem to mark the arrival of a Saxon population in the 7th century.
The later Saxon and medieval sequence has not been established, no
old street frontage site being yet investigated, but redevelopment near
the Prison has allowed the E and W defences of the castle to be sectioned.
At Wollaston House, medieval and PM structures flanking a road adjoined
the contemporary robbing pit that marked the site of the Baths.
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DORKING, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

Dorking lies on Stane Street, the Roman road from Chichester to
London, and evidence of R-B occupation has been found within the present
town centre. Archaeological investigation at the parish church of St
Martin and in the surrounding area has produced unstratified R-B pottery.
medieval and later material, while a 1st century Roman ditch was partially
excavated N of the High Street. By the 14th century Dorking had achieved
urban status and appears to have been a flourishing market centre. Evidence of backland utilization in the late 13th/early 14th century was
uncovered in a recent excavation at the rear of the High Street together
with a series of PM rubbish pits.
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DROITWICH, Hereford & Worcs

D F Freezer

Since 1976, there has been some further work on the Bays Meadow Villa
complex, one major rescue excavation (Bowling Green site), and a number
of minor rescue projects aimed at understanding the salt industry and establishing the topographical framework of the Roman and later settlements.
This work has produced information about saltworking in the Roman period
and reinforced the probability of pre-Roman salt production. Saltworking
in the Saxon period still remains elusive, and remains of saltworking in
the later medieval period have also been sparse compared with the evidence
for the early Roman period. For the first time major Roman buildings have
also been found in the saltworking area S of the river and these seem to
date from the later 2nd century onwards and to represent a change of use
from the early Roman industrial activity in the river valley. The results
of trial excavations and salvage recording point to major changes in the
topography of the W part of the settlement with the deposition of deep
marsh deposits since the Roman period. One of the three medieval brine
pits worked under the borough monopoly ie the old pit or Upwich pit, has
been located by excavation and documentary research.
Sites in Droitwich excavated since 1976
(1) The main rescue site was the Old Bowling Green, Ricketts Lane, now
beneath Droitwich Inner Ring Road, (D F Freezer 1977 and J Sawle 1978-9).
A scatter of late Iron Age pottery was found on the site but no
structures dateable to the pre-Roman period. Salt manufacture attested
from late 1st to early/mid 2nd century in presence of clay and wattle or
stake lined tanks, similar to those found in Friar Street 1975, in the
presence of a V-shaped ditch in the N part of the site which was possibly
used for transporting brine, and in the presence of large quantities of
briquetage. After c 150 the use of the site seems to change with the
construction of a substantial stone building. It was abandoned within
the Roman period, an E/W cobbled road then laid across the S part of the
site. At the W end of the site, this road crossed a contemporary ditch
by means of a wooden bridge; the ditch may have defined an area where
animals were slaughtered (and perhaps pickled in brine?) S of the road,
indications of a very substantial stone building of the late 3rd century
were represented by a series of sandstone blocks, perhaps the foundations
of a colonnade.
Post-Roman activity was represented only by a very large pit at the
E end of the site, probably a brine pit, which had begun to silt up in
the 15th century.
The preservation of organic material was very good, in particular
four late Roman wooden barrels cut along their length and laid on their
sides in pits.
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(2) Work continued in 1976-7 on the research excavation at the Bays
Meadow Roman Villa complex, director Dr L Barfield; in 1978-9 resources
were redirected to Coleshill and the possibility of future work at Bays
Meadow is uncertain-. Work on the E rampart (late 3rd century) revealed
early saltworking and brine pans (?) associated with Iron Age and Roman
pottery. Work also continued on the central area within the defences
with the notable discovery of a timber extension to the 3rd century villa,
and from amongst the destruction debris of the late 3rd century, a collection of finely carved bone inlay, probably imported, and presumably
from a box or piece of furniture.
(3) Rescue excavation (small scale) 1977 by D F Freezer St Augustine's
churchyard, Dodderhill site of Roman fort at Droitwich. The excavation
was undertaken in advance of grave digging in the SE corner of the fort.
Early Roman occupation, possibly of phases consisting of an intial drainage gully succeeded by a cobbled road, rubbish pits and postholes. Pottery,
coins and military brooches of the early Roman period.
(4) Trial excavation 1977 by D F Freezer Vines Park, Netherwich revealed
medieval occupation (12th-15th centuries) associated with industrial activity over a possible marsh deposit 4 m deep.
(5) Observation of boreholes 1977 by D F Freezer Eveson's Engineering
Works, Kidderminster Road revealed 4-5 m of marsh deposit sealing much
Roman pottery of 2nd-4th century in possible river gravels.
(6) Trial excavations 1979 by D F Freezer in the grounds of the Royal
George Buildings, Queen Street frontage. Much 18th and 19th century
disturbance and no evidence for structures earlier than the PM period.
Sherds of Roman pottery, probably 2nd century recovered from possible
make up layer; no further occupation before a succession of probable yard
surfaces containing pottery l3th-14th century. Work to continue.
(7) Exploratory excavation 1979 by D F Freezer located the E edge of a
large timber lined pit sealed by PM deposits. The site is threatened by
the re-routing of the Droitwich Canal and the possibility of future work
is being considered.
Documentary research by J N Crickmore established that this was the
old pit at Upwich of the late 17th/early 18th century and was probably
to be equated with the pit worked during the medieval period under the
borough monopoly.
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Volume 1 Iron Age and Roman Friar Street 1972-75
Dodderhill Roman Fort 1977
Bays Meadow Villa 1967-77
Bowling Green Site 1977-79
Volume 2 Medieval

Friar Street 1972-75
Miscellaneous sites

Volume 3 Synthesis

DUNSTABLE, Beds

Manshead Society

Nearly all recent archaeological work in Dunstable has been carried
out by the Manshead Society on redevelopment sites, and is reported in
their 'house' magazine.
There is no evidence for urban occupation before the Roman period,
when the settlement at this place was named Durocobrivae in the Antonine
Itinerary. It lies on the junction of Watling Street and the Icknield
Way, though the exact location of the Roman cross-roads has been the subject of some debate. Excavation mainly in the SW and NE quadrants of the
present town has revealed refuse pits, ditches, wells, ovens and timber
buildings relating to this period and a late Roman cemetery, though neither defences nor street plan have been discovered.
Excavation has not produced any evidence for urban occupation after
the end of the Roman period, which may have been indicated by the recent
discovery of many skeletons thrown into a late Roman boundary ditch. The
town was revived about 1130 by Henry I, who founded a borough and an
Augustinian priory. The town had no walls, but may have had a ditch. A
Dominican Friary to the W of High Street South has had its church investigated by the DOE, and its kitchen and domestic quarters by the Manshead
Society.
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DURHAM, Co Durham

C O'Brien

Durham City lies within a loop of the River Wear. The market place
is on the neck of the peninsular to the N, with the castle and cathedral
above. Bridges connect Durham to the boroughs of Elvet to the E and
Crossgate and Framwellgate to the W. Excavations in Saddler Street in
1974 showed occupation of the 10th century, with bow sided buildings constructed with hurdling. The site was levelled and redeveloped in the 11th
century when the property boundaries were altered Co an alignment which
still survives. The ground between the cathedral and castle seems to
have been levelled off, leaving no medieval deposits. In excavations
along the wall at Queens Court in 1978 and Back Silver Street in 1975-6
a sequence of deposits from the 13th century was recovered. New Elvet
was occupied in the 13th century. The site was then flooded and rebuilt
in the 14th century.
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EASTBOURNE, E Sussex

Sussex Archaeological Field Unit

Since 1977 the Eastbourne Natural History and Archaeological Society
has concentrated its archaeological efforts into an Eastbourne Urban
Medieval Excavation Project. This project, under the Directorship of
L Stevens, has involved four phases of rescue excavation in Church Street,
opposite St Mary's parish church. The presence of this active local archaeological group has meant that it has been unnecessary for the Sussex
Archaeological Field Unit to conduct excavations in Eastbourne town.
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EVESHAM, Hereford &' Worcs

Hereford & Worcs County Museum

Trial excavation by J Sawle at rear of burgage property 65 Bewdley
Street (SP 0356743836). Three machine trenches, deposits very shallow
and very poor survival. At the street end some early medieval features
(11th - 12th century) located.

EXETER, Devon

C G Henderson

Recent excavations have shown that a legionary fortress was established c AD 50-55; by 75 thefortress had been dismantled and a few years
later the cantonal centre Isca Dumnoniorum was founded on the same site.
Earth and timber defences, enclosing an area of 92.6 ac were erected in
the late 2nd century, a stone wall being added during the 3rd century.
The town appears to have been largely deserted after the early 5th
century: layer of dark loam covers both streets and buildings on all sites
where the most Roman levels survive. In the Cathedral Close five burials
on the Roman alignment were found on the site of the basilica and forum.
These date perhaps to the 6th or 7th centuries and were succeeded by a
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cemetery on an approximately E-W alignment which was in use from the 8th
to the 10th century and included at least 15 charcoal burials. No trace
of contemporary structureswere found. Another change in alignment probably accompanied the construction of a church on the site in the 10th
century; more than 40 charcoal burials were associated with this later
cemetery. The fragmentary remains of the church revealed at least three
structural phases; the original church appeared to have been between 9m
and 11 m in width; subsequently a side chapel was constructed on the N side,
and an apse 9.2 m in diameter added to the E, giving the building an overall length of at least 35m. At a later date the area surrounding the
apse was reduced in level to form a sunken room or courtyard. North of the
church a square foundation possibly represented the base of a free-standing
bell-tower. The church as demolished in the early 12th century. It seems
very likely that this building represented the 'Abbey Church', which from
1050 to 1133 served as a cathedral. Later in the 12th century the church
of St Mary Major was built on the site of the former cathedral church.
No fresh evidence has come to light regarding the passible late Saxon
planned origin for Exeter's street system. However, it does now seem
fairly certain that the four main medieval gates occupy roughly the same
position as their Roman predecessors. The Roman gates were not directly
opposed, so that it would have been necessary to traverse the width of one
insula during a direct passage through the town. The two main axial
streets in the medieval system cross the grain of the Roman town to meet
at a cross-roads at the centre of the walled area.
Excavations outside the S Gate indicate suburbs there by the late
11th century. On Exe Island the river bank next to Frog Street was built
up by 1300. The Exe Island suburb was served by St Edmunds Church which
was built with the Exe Bridge c 1200. The 1st church measured 20.2m x
6.4m externally; the S wall rested on the bridge, the E and W walls were
formed respectively by cutwaters I and III, and the N wall was supported
above the water by four arches between the cutwaters. A tower was constructed at the W end c 1450 and a N aisle added in the mid 16th century after
the level under the church had been raised in an attempt to exclude the
water. The church was completely rebuilt in 1832.
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FARNHAM, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

A number of pre and post-war excavations indicated that Farnham was
a centre for Roman pottery production. Several scattered communities were
identified, including one incorporating a late 3rd century bath house, a
late 3rd or early 4th century house and an aqueduct.
Farnham was one of the largest and wealthiest medieval boroughs in
Surrey and the site of a castle of the bishops of Winchester. Recent archaeological investigation has been on a small scale, and most of the material
found belongs to the PM period, but it includes evidence for pottery manufacture which may be medieval in date.
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GAINSBOROUGH, Lincs

Vol

5,

P Everson (RCHM)

At Gainsborough there should be a Danish winter camp, not yet firmly
located. A Norman castle was sited on high land outside the town at
Thonack. The borough flourished in the 13th and 14th centuries, evidently
at the expense of Torksey. Physical developments recognisable in elements
of the town plan may mirror this evidence, and provide a context in which
even limited excavation or salvage work could be valuable.
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GLASTONBURY, Somerset

History of Gainsborough
W Rodwell

An important Saxon and later medieval 'monastic town'. Rescue excavation by R Leech and P Ellis in 1978 located part of the Vallum monasterii and demonstrated that it is water-logged and contains preserved
organic remains. The demolition of various medieval and later structures
has yielded hundreds of fragments of carved and moulded stone from the
abbey, and it is hoped to begin a detailed mouldings study in the near
future.
Excavation inside the abbey complex was undertaken for the
Trustees by W J Wedlake in 1978-9. There are now 70 years of unpublished excavations at the abbey. There are no known developments in the
town, but some will doubtless turn up and should command a high priority.
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GLOUCESTER, Gloucs

Historic Towns in Somerset , 57-65
C Heighway

Excavations 1971-3 were a response to threats of redevelopment and
could not be a planned research programme. There were four controlled
major excavations (three medieval, one Roman); otherwise all information
came from watching briefs and was conditioned only by the position of
the hole being dug. The results may have been random but were extremely
useful. The two medieval tenement sites represent the only controlled
excavations of medieval tenements in the town, and it seems unlikely that
such opportunities will ever arise again, sites today being too small or
too destroyed.
In 1973-4 the City of Gloucester set up an excavation unit with a
permanent staff of three. The present writer was appointed unit head in
1974: the first implcations report for Gloucester appeared soon afterwards (Heighway 1974) and sets out the situation and policies as they
then appeared. The recommendations would be little different today, except that many threatened sites in the town centre are small - the days
of comprehensive redevelopment here are over. On the other hand, there
is incredibly rapid building in the once-rural suburbs which disturbs
cemetery and settlement sites, mostly late Roman, and these developments
must be regarded as a major threat.
The Unit at present is concentrating on publication work, of which
there is a considerable backlog, and on watching briefs, a constant commitment. Excavations since 1974 funded by the DOE have been as follows:
The N and E gates (both Roman and medieval, with much stratified
PM also on the latter site); 1 Westgate Street in the town centre (late
Roman levels, preserved Saxon deposits, with indications of the nature
of the end of Roman Gloucester); and St Oswald's Priory (begun in advanc e
of housing; late Saxon church). The last-named site received no funds
in 1977 and 1978 since the housing was cancelled: instead the site has
been continued using funds from the Pilgrim Trust and the Job Creation
Programme and has proved very rewarding (late Saxon stone church with W
apse, associated floors, original bell-pit). This is the first time in
Gloucester that there has been time to consider an unthreatened site as
a continuing research project: it is hoped to carry out a final season
in 1981. One interim report has been published; one in press.
The Unit's priorities are as follows, roughly in order of precedence:
(1) Publication. A large monograph on the defences (the N and E gates
in particular) will be completed in the next few months. Some 'watching
brief' material is incorporated into this: the remainder will form a
separate volume. A bibliography is appended.
(2) Watching briefs. These are carried out constantly by the field
archaeologist, P Garrod, and they produce a non-stop flow of information
of all kinds.
(3) Organization of large excavations on threatened sites, where necessary. The Inner Ring Road, a considerable threat, is constantly postponed.
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Tanner's Hall (13th century stone Guildhall) has been partly excavated.
(4) Organization of research projects. It remains to be seen whether
finance can be raised for these. Priorities are laid out in the Implications Report (Heighway 1974, 5, 1-5-2) but it is difficult to establish
an order of importance. Some important projects would be:
(a) the examination of the Roman cemeteries, never before excavated
under controlled conditions;
( b ) the discovery of the defences and layout of the earliest Roman fort
at Kingsholm;
(c) the further establishing of the extent of Roman suburban occupation
in different periods;
(d) the discovery of more information about the nature of the Roman town
in the late Roman period/Saxon period. Only 1 Westgate Street has
produced any information on the 'continuity' element. The only area
where evidence is likely to remain is in the centre of the town,
near the Cross; this area should have high priority;
(e) examination of another major medieval tenement site (but unlikely
here to be sufficiently large or undamaged);
( f ) two medieval priories, St Oswald's (early 10th century - in progress)
and Llanthony (13th century) in need of excavation, consolidation
and repair; both technically unthreatened.
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GODALMING, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

Godalming was a small medieval town which flourished as a cloth
centre in the 16th century. Recent excavations have been small scale
and apart from some medieval material the majority of the finds have been
PM.
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GRANTHAM, Lincs

C Mahany

There is considerable evidence for prehistoric, Roman and pagan
Saxon occupation in Grantham. In the late Saxon period it was an important royal soke centre, in origin almost certainly pre-dating the Danish
colonization of Lincolnshire. In the post-Conquest period it developed
into a modest mercantile community. There has been little excavation in
the centre of the town, but there is evidence to suggest that the early
nucleus was around the church. Only in the 12th century did the market
place become the focus of a new town plan. A detailed study of the town
is in progress.
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GREAT CHESTERFORD, Essex

M R Eddy

Small-scale excavations by A E Collins in response to development
threats have increased knowledge of the Roman military and civilian occupation. A temple complex E of the town has also been excavated. Interim and some specialist reports are available on the Essex Sites and
Monuments Record.

GREAT DUNMOW, Essex

P J Drury

A single site within the RB *small town' was excavated in three
seasons (1970-2); trial excavations were also undertaken on two other
sites. Plots containing timber buildings appear to have been arranged
along the Braughing-Colchester road, near its junction with two other
routes. The plots appear to have contained timber buildings; their
depth, (c 100-1.10m) and the existence of animal pens within the two excavated examples suggests that the inhabitants may have combined smallscale agriculture with a trade. No frontage buildings have yet been
excavated, but timber-framed structures were probably the norm, as at
Braintree. A small shrine has been located on the N side of the settlement.
There was evidence of Saxon occupation on the excavated site, indicated by plain grass-tempered pottery and a slight structure. However,
the post-Roman development of the settlement is obscure. The church,
with a village around it, lies more than 1 km N of the Roman town, but
the medieval town developed on the eastern edge of the site of the earlier town, and was served by a chapel until the dissolution. Further
work is required on all aspects of the archaeology of Dunmow, though opportunities will be few.
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GREAT YARMOUTH, Norfolk

A J G Rogerson

Excavations in 1974 on Fullers Hill in the N part of the walled medieval town revealed occupation of the 11th and 12th centuries. Later
occupation had been levelled off in the 19th century. The abundance of
fish bones and fish hooks suggested an economy based on fishing. Animal
bones, clay, and wood all showed that the inhabitants of this sand bank
were dependent on the hinterland for raw materials. It is likely that
the excavated site was occupied permanently, rather than seasonally. Imported pottery (Pingsdorf, Ardenne, and Paffrath wares) appeared in later
11th and 12th century layers, but in small quanitities. Eidsbjorg schist
hones and Rhineland lava querns were the only other imported materials.
Wind-blown sand frequently covered the excavated area in the early medieval period. This produced unusually well defined stratigraphy, divided
into twelve phases, but prevented the excavation from reaching the basal
sand/shingle spit. The earliest layers reached (early 11th century) were
not necessarily the primary occupation on the site. There was clear stratigraphical evidence that two Rows traversing the site were no earlier than
c 1200. Less reliable evidence showed that the excavated structures were
aligned with one of the three main N-S roads that formed the spine of the
later medieval and PM town. The structural evidence consisted of rectangular clay floors, in some cases with stake-holes around the edges associated with carbonized hazel. One structure appeared to have walls of
upright oak planks. Other structures, from the lack of any other evidence
may have had walls set on sill beams. Open-air clay ovens were associated with two phases.
Further excavation in Yarmouth will be hampered by the expenditure
necessary in excavating through great- depths of unstable wind-blown sand.
At present there is only one threatened site within the walled town, but
others may become so, and a system of priorities is suggested. A street
frontage on one of the N-S streets further S than Fullers Hill would reveal the date at which the street was laid out. Ideally this should be
repeated on all three streets because there may be a chronological sequence E-W. These would also reveal the expansion of the town from N to
S. A site N of the Parish Church would check the validity of the strong
local tradition of early settlement in this area. The changing position
of the river shore-line might be understood by an excavation along S
Quay. Commercial excavations in the area have found evidence of these
changes, as well as the remains of boats. The existence of a 12th century undercroft in Howard Street S shows that there were far more substantial structures than those excavated on Fullers Hill. Sites occupied by
the 70 burgesses mentioned in Domesday, as opposed to the 23 fishermen,
might indicate the nature and extent of trade in the 11th and 12th centuries, but there is insufficient documentation before the 13th century
to locate such sites. Finally, attempts should be made to excavate the
earliest deposits on or near the site of the 1974 excavation. This would
check whether the absence of certain 10th century material from the town
is the result of the inaccessible depth of such occupation, or of the lack
of occupation at that date.
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GUILDFORD, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

No opportunity has presented itself to examine in detail the origins
and early development of Guildford. Excavation has, however, enlightened a number of discrete aspects of its history. The most notable has
been the exposure of' an almost complete plan, including the cemetery, of
the Dominican Friary, founded in 1275. Other aspects revealed by excavation include the backfilling of the castle ditch in the 17th century
(the earliest material found in it was 13th century); the discovery of
13th century pottery as the earliest material deposited in the Millmead
suburb of Guildford, on the W bank of the Wey; and the original steps
and entrance to the undercroft at 72-4 High Street.
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HARWICH, Essex

72-4 High Street, Guildford, Surrey
Archaeol Soc Bull, 163
Guildford: Dominican Friary Site, ibid,
110
M R Eddy

Two waterfront sites were excavated in the early 1970s by S R
Bassett, and there have been more recent excavations by B Milton and R
Farrands. The historic centre is currently subject to residential renewal, a fact which makes archaeological foreward. planning difficult.
However, a substantial site in George Street has been excavated and has
revealed evidence of occupation c 1400. George Street has previously
been considered to be an 18th century extension. Smaller scale projects
have produced important evidence of medieval international trade.
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HASLEMERE, Surrey

The work of Essex County Council's Archaeology Section 1978, Essex Archaeol
Hist, 11, (1979)

M O'Connell & R Poulton

Haslemere was one of the smallest medieval Surrey boroughs and may
have been created as a 'new town' by the Bishop of Salisbury, succeeding
an earlier settlement based on the parish church NW of the town. It is
uncertain how this earlier community related to another settlement known
from documentary evidence at Haste Hill S of the medieval borough. The
town appears to have been relatively poor in the later middle ages and
the original market had fallen into disuse before the end of the 16th
century. No archaeological investigation has taken place within the area
of the medieval town.
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HASTINGS, E Sussex

Historic Towns in Surrey, Res Vol 5,
Surrey Archaeol Soc, 35-9
D Freke

A limited excavation in 1975 gave a date for the development of the
site in a town where much more such basic information about the medieval
topography is needed. The work of the Sussex Archaeological Field Unit
so far has demonstrated the lack of fundamental archaeological information necessary for the planning of expensive major excavations in Hastings
as in other Sussex towns. Local groups are being encouraged to rectify
this situation by recording stray finds, watching sites, and carrying out
limited excavations.
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES, O x o n

T Hassall

In 1978 trial excavations, directed by R A Chambers with the
Henley Archaeological and Historical Group, took place behind 87-91 Bell
Street on the possible site of the late 17th century Ravenscroft glass
works, but no trace of the works was found.
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HEREFORD, Hereford & Worcs

Henley-on-Thames, 87, 91, Bell Street,
CBA Group IX Newsletter, 9 (1979),128-9
R Shoesmith

The stimulus for planned excavation in Hereford was the construction
of the City wall inner relief road. Excavations 1965-8 established the
main defensive features and indicated the presence of extra-mural late
Saxon development. Since 1971 several excavations have taken place just
within the W defences, an area within the late 12th century N extension
has been stripped and the defences at the E side of the city have been
exposed and are being preserved. Saxon and early medieval burials, associated with two religious buildings underneath the castle bailey, were examined during river bank re-instatement work.
Apart from a scatter of prehistoric and Roman finds, there is no
evidence for urban settlement at Hereford before c 700. The available
evidence suggests that a grid pattern of streets was laid down early in
the history of the city. Buildings, which pre-date the earliest w defences
fit in with this pattern. The evidence for a planned layout of this date
emphasizes the importance of Mercia and Hereford in the development of
the Anglo-Saxon planned town. The earliest defences could indicate a contraction of the city in the 9th century, but the extension of the defences
to the E in the late 9th or early 10th century suggests a reversal of this
trend. The city was then enclosed with a timber-faced turf and clay rampart, eventually re-faced with stone. By the 11th century the city had
extended outside this boundary, but it was not until late in the 12th
century that a gravel bank, comprising the final extension of the defences to the N, was completed. The existing medieval wall was built into
this bank in the 13th century. All sites examined outside the turf defences show varying signs of occupation during the 10th and 11th centuries.
Most finds indicate that trading during the late Saxon and early
medieval periods was limited to 30 or 40 miles, but this assumption may
well be incorrect as most sites examined are close to the defences. All
early buildings examined have been of timber long-house design and it was
not until the 13th century or later that stone was used in any quantity.
Buildings tended to be built along the street frontages from the earliest
periods.
There has been little archaeological work in the centre and none at
all close to the river or in the suburbs. The limits of the Saxon suburbs have not been established, although indications suggest that they
exist on the S side of the river as well as the known and suspected linear development along the approach roads to the defended city.
Most of the area of the Saxon and later medieval city is covered with
shops and offices and archaeological work must necessarily be linked with
redevelopment. A large part of the 12th century N extension to the city
will eventually be developed, but trial excavations have shown that much
of this area was under cultivation during the late and post-medieval periods. Areas within the N extension which can be expected to provide information concerning the development- of the city include the Bewell Street
frontage, the Trinity Almshouses site, the Black Swan in Widemarsh Street
and the industrial complexes just within the defences, A large development
site just outside Widemarsh Gate may provide evidence for the extent of
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linear development on the N approach road to the city. To the E of the
city proposed developments in Bath Street will affect the extended 12th
century defences and may provide the first opportunity to obtain a complete cross-section of this work. Re-instatement work on the city wall
at Cantilupe Street may affect the NE corner of the Saxon defences at a
point where their preservation is known to be excellent. Within the
area of the Saxon city there is gradual building replacement which provides small sites to be examined. The proposed stage of landscaping
works in the Cathedral Close may require some archaeological work.
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HERTFORD, Herts

M R Petchey

Excavations in 1973-4 were aimed at proving hypotheses of the location of the S burh of Edward the Elder and its relationship to the
modern topography of the town. A ditch, 6m wide x 3m deep, deliberately back-filled in the 12th century, initially considered to be part
of the burghal defences, is now thought to be an internal division inside the Saxon town, paralleled by the King's Ditch in Hereford. Residual pottery found during excavation of the defences of the castle demonstrated again that it displaced Saxo-Norman occupation, but no structures
of that period were defined. It is now possible to define the area of
the Saxon S burh, and tentatively suggest the line of streets and defences, using evidence accumulated from observations and excavations in the
town, but further research is urgently needed to confirm these suggestions. The N burh remains an enigma.

HIGH WYCOMBE, Bucks

M Farley

The Wye Valley, in which High Wycombe is situated, forms an important routeway from the Thames into the Chilterns hinterland and beyond.
A 'tessellated pavement' is reported to have been discovered within the
town in the mid 19th century. The valley's importance as a routeway was
perhaps responsible for the siting of a motte-and-bailey castle on a
shoulder of land above the present town, but the town's church was in existence soon afterwards and by 1226, 26 burgesses were recorded. No
excavation has been carried out within High Wycombe and its potential is
unknown. However, its valley bottom situation and the former existence
of marshy land on its periphery suggests that waterlogged deposits might
be hoped for on its margin.
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HORNCASTLE, Lincs

N Field

Many casual finds, and a number of small-scale excavations in the
1960's, have provided the basis for research into the Roman settlement.
Remains dating from the late Iron Age to the 5th century have been identified in an area s of the Roman walls. The walled area was built
adjacent to the settlement sometime in the late 3rd or early 4th century.
Excavations in 1978, the first to be carried out inside the walls, produced occupation material of this date. Further excavation is required
in this area of the town in order to obtain firmer dating evidence for
the walls. The 1978 excavations produced quantities of unstratified midand late Saxon pottery and further excavation may produce more concrete
evidence for the development of the post-Roman settlement which had a
mint in the late 10th century. Further excavation outside the walls may
produce evidence of the early development of the Roman settlement and in
particular its Iron Age origins.
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ILCHESTER, Somerset

P J Leach & W Rodwell

Since 1974, subsequent to the formation of CRAAGS, an excavation
programme for towns in Somerset has been mounted in conjunction with a
published survey. The scale and immediacy of development at Ilchester
initiated this project resulting in major excavations here during 1974-5.
The bulk of the information recovered relates to the Roman settlement. Within the town, the defences of a Flavian fort were replaced by
a civil layout and buildings constructed successively in timber and stone.
Both commercial premises and more substantial town houses were represented.
Two, or possibly three, phases of the town defences were recorded: an
early (?3rd century) clay bank was refurbished in the late 3rd/early 4th
century with a mortared stone wall, to which a bastion may have been later
added. Re-assessment of the previously suggested line of the town defences now indicates an enclosed area not exceeding 25 ac ( c 13 ha). Beyond
the walls, parts of extensive suburbs have been investigated lining the
two major roads S and W of the town. Military-type timber buildings of
late Claudian or Neronian date lay beside the Fosse Way, although not
apparently within a fort. Subsequently, a succession from timber to
stone-foundation buildings dated from the 2nd to later 4th centuries.
Portions of associated field systems and late Roman inhumation cemeteries
were also excavated to the rear of the suburbs.
Roman Ilchester apart, one of the principal aims of the project continues to be the origins and development of Saxon centres in Somerset,
many of which are relatively unaffected by modern development. Relevant
to this have been results from Ilchester and East Lyng, while future work
is expected in Glastonbury, Langport and Taunton (qv). At Ilchester, the
anticipated sub-Roman phase has remained elusive, but a large and important assemblage of Saxo-Norman pottery has been identified.
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Ilchester is subject to much more piecemeal redevelopment
other Somerset towns, and a rescue programme for the next five
years, when major redevelopment is expected, is very difficult
The importance of Ilchester at all periods since the Romans is
and CRAAGS will consider each opportunity to excavate ad hoc.
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to plan.
evident,
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IPSWICH, Suffolk

K Wade

Since 1974 the Suffolk Archaeological Unit has diverted all its
urban funds into the programme of research in Ipswich, concentrating
on sites likely to reveal evidence of the Saxon town. It seems likely
that the basic street plan of Ipswich dates back to the town's origin in
the 7th century. The outer curving streets follow the line of the medieval defences and may be contemporary with them, or perhaps as early as
the 9th or 10th century, as late Saxon defences have been found parallel
to the medieval defences at two points in their circuit.
Recently excavated mid-Saxon pit groups include material of probable early 7th century date, imported pottery (chiefly Badorf-type ware)
and Merovingian/Carolingian glass vessel fragments. Three Saxo-Norman
buildings have been excavated: one large and cellared (an urban housetype?), one small Grubenhaus (an outbuilding?), and one of post-hole
construction. Flotation analysis has been carried out on both mid and
late Saxon deposits. Only the fishbones have been studied so far, indicating an important fishing industry based on the North Sea as well as
the estuaries of the Deben and Orwell.
A sample of over 100 medieval skeletons has been excavated from a
cemetery dating from the late 13th century to the early 17th century (at
the latest). A survey of the standing buildings is underway. Only two
late medieval buildings have been found so far, but there are 150 or so
timber-framed buildings dating from the l6th-18th centuries.
Ipswich will be given priority of urban excavation funds when the
2½ ha.of Middle Saxon town, at present car-parks, is threatened with development.
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KELVEDON, Essex

M R Eddy

Kelvedon, the Canonium of the Antonine Itinerary, is now known to
have been a substantial Roman town provided with earthwork defences in
the late 2nd century. One gateway, the Colchester gate, is known whilst
the London gate is hypothesised l A water supply system governed by at
least two sluice gates served the now almost totally destroyed mansio.
Two cemeteries have now been excavated beyond the corners of the town
enclosure. Evidence of gravel and brickearth quarrying, pottery manufacture, metal-working and bone-working has been recovered to date.
Work is proceeding on the pre- and post-Roman phases and on defining the
plan of the Roman defences.
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LAUNCESTON, & ST STEPHENS BY
LAUNCESTON, Cornwall

Cornwall Committee for
Rescue Archaeology

Major excavation has been undertaken continuously since 1961 at
Launceston Castle by A Saunders for the DoE, and further excavation is
planned.
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LEATHERHEAD, Surrey

Excavations at Launceston Castle, 1970-6
Interim Report, Cornish Archaeol, 16 (1977),
129-38
M O'Connell & R Poulton

One of the wealthiest medieval towns in Surrey but one which declined in the 16th and 17th centuries. No recent excavation has taken
place within the medieval town.
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LEICESTER, Leics

J E Mellor

Excavations have taken place annually for the last fifteen years.
Many were on a small scale, but since 1971 five major sites have been
excavated. Although Leicester's Field Archaeologist was among the earliest of such appointments it was not until 1973 that any additional permanent staff were appointed. Until recently excavations. took place
largely as an automatic response to a threat and it is only now, with
a basic team of six plus a conservator, that it has been possible to
begin a serious and intensive study of the material and information collected and to formulate some of the problems.
Most of the excavations have been concerned with the Roman period
and particularly with the larger public buildings in the centre of the
town; of the postulated pre-Roman settlement very little can be said.
Two apparently unrelated stretches of military ditch have been excavated
but nothing can be said of the size or character of the forts to which
they belong. Knowledge of the street plan is growing but is incomplete;
the defences have been sampled on three sides but the W stretch is completely unknown and the sites of the gates are only conjectural. Very
little is known of domestic buildings, industrial and commercial activoty, or religious life.
Two excavations since 1971 have provided more information on the S
wing of the Roman forum and suggest the main entrance in the centre
fronting on to the main street here widened to c 25m. Robbing of the
stylobate blocks here seems to date to the late 4th century, although
the pottery includes one possibly Saxon sherd. Unhappily in this area
much of the later Roman levels, have been destroyed.
W of the river three inhumations, one of which was a decapitated
baby, were found cut into the filling of a ditch containing 4th century
material. Excavations in 1976, W of the River Soar, revealed industrial
activity through much of the Roman period and a further ten inhumations.
The other Roman site excavated was on Norfolk Street villa, ½ mile W
of the Roman town, where a large aisled barn was added to the plan recorded in the 19th century.
Since 1976 further major excavation, has taken place on the N wing
of the Norfolk Street villa and a small scale investigation below the
Blackfriars pavement has revealed further traces of Iron Age occupation.
A cavalry force at Leicester in the 1st century is indicated by the recovery of a cheek piece of a parade helmet in Bath Lane.
Even less is known of the sub-Roman and Saxon periods. There is
the Thurmaston cemetery to the N, St Nicholas' church in the centre,
a possible pottery kiln and a few isolated finds. The site of the Danish
burh has not been located. The only post-Conquest site to have been excavated is the Austin Friars immediately W of the medieval town. While
much of the friary's plan was recorded, perhaps the main interest lies
in the mass of environmental material recovered from the main drain which
is being studied at the moment. There is little archaeological information from the town itself apart from the quantities of pottery which
have been recovered but which have not yet received detailed study. Again,
although there is a mass of documentary material for Leicester this is
only just beginning to be studied in detail for any light which it may
throw on the archaeological problems of the period.
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LEOMINSTER, Hereford & Worcs

Hereford &, Worcester County Museum

D Wilson directed recording of a building, probably the reredorter
or infirmary, adjacent to the priory church before repairs. Very limited excavation also took place within the building in advance of the
lowering of the floor.
Observation of a substantial length of gas pipe trench in Pinsley
Mead between the River Lugg and the Priory was undertaken in 1979 by S
Rahtz.

LEWES, E Sussex

D Freke

Excavations in the N and E of Lewes in 1974-6 have shown that assumptions about the extent and spread of the Saxon burh and the medieval
town need revising. Problems are: the identification of pre-Conquest
features with pottery the only evidencer and the actual location of the
Saxon burh boundary.
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LICHFIELD,

Staffs

J Gould

Traditionally St Chad made Lichfield the seat of a bishopric in
669, though Bede's account suggests that a church already existed by
then. Evidence of late Roman Christianity at nearby Letocetum (Wall)
suggest a continuity of the faith from Roman times. Lichfield was important as an ecclesiastical centre in pre-Conquest times, and it was
probably not until the mid 12th century that the town was laid out on a
grid pattern. Archaeological work has been on a small scale:
The Friary Church: in 1933 the plan of the Friary Church was uncovered
but no finds on building phases were reported.
St Michael's Churchyard: a section across the boundary between the old
churchyard and a new extension indicated that the churchyard had not
been enclosed before the late Middle Ages. The excavators, D and J
Gould, argue a very early date for the origin of the, yard from this.
The Theological College: in 1977 Carver revealed late Saxon graves,
dated by Stafford ware and wheel-made limestone-tempered pottery, S of
the Theological College in the Cathedral Close. The digging of the earlier Minster Pool was dated to the 12th century. A square stone and
timber building with internal red-plastered walls was erected beside the
pool in the 13th century and demolished in the 15th.
18-20 Wade Street: Excavation by M R Hummler in 1977 found no evidence
of occupation earlier than the 12th century, confirming Taylor's view of
the town's 12th century origin as a planned town.
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LINCOLN, Lincs

Lincoln Archaeological Trust

Plan and topography
Recent reseapeh on the defences of the upper enclosure has elucidated the Roman sequence. Most importantly, extensive excavations
carried out on the Roman defences of both enclosures show refurbishment
on a massive scale in the 4th century. The E and W defences of the lower Roman town were extended S to the river in the late 12th/early 13th
century. The surburban defences/boundaries of Newport (earthen) and of
Wigford (water-dykes) have not yet been investigated.
Earlier statements on the continuity of the Roman street pattern
are incorrect: in the lower town it survives with certainty only be'tween Roman gates in use in the post-Roman period. Several diagonal
streets exist which probably originated between c 400 and 900 as shortcuts between gates, Two Roman gates in the lower town were disregarded
by the time of the Scandinavian occupation. Two new streets were laid
out before the Norman Conquest - Flaxengate in the late 9th century, and
Grantham Street at right-angles, linking Flaxengate with High Street, no
later than the 10th century.
Some excavations have taken place in the suburbs. Butwerk, the E
suburb of the lower town, was certainly occupied by c 1000. Evidence
of intensive and extensive Roman occupation in the S suburb has been recovered. The ground-level on the W side of Ermine Street was raised in
advance of the construction of traders' houses in the 2nd century. There
is as yet little pottery, and no other finds, suggestive of pre-scandinavian occupation.
Limited work on the medieval waterfront has indicated timber and
stone wharves, the earliest phases of which are undated
Continuity and origins
The physical barrier of the Roman defences and the continued use
of the main Roman gates and the street between them ensured some continuity of layout. Many relict features influenced subsequent habitation
patterns. Some Roman buildings or fragments of them survived until very
late, sometimes affecting the orientation of buildings until this century. A late Roman apsidal building near Grantham Street in the lower
town was still partially extent at least in the late 9th century and a
Roman house at Saltergate is similar. Roman walls survived into the 10th
century above contemporary ground level at St Mark and at St Paul-in-theBail, although their alignment was not followed by post-Roman buildings
there. Some reuse of Roman buildings is indicated, but nowhere was there
evidence of continuous occupation.
The topography and function of the late Roman city is still obscure;
and the traces of post-Roman occupation up to the late 9th century which
have been found are unlikely to be urban. The current view of Lincoln
in the 7th century is based on meagre documentary references and the use
of analogy, and on the discovery of the early church at St Paul-in-theBail; the interpretation of St Paul's date and significance is fraught
with serious problems.
Extensive evidence has been found for urban revival within and
without the walls in the Anglo-Scandinavian period. Distribution of
9th and 10th century pottery from sites excavated so far suggest that the
lower town was reoccupied from the late 9th century, but that occupation
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here was not intensive until the 10th century, by which time the upper
city was also being developed again. It must be emphasised however, that
much more evidence is required for a full picture to emerge.
Urban churches
Two redundant church sites have been investigated. St Paul-in-theBail may have been founded as early as the 7th century: it was refounded in the 10th century. At St Marks in Wigford a good sequence was excavated in 1976, the first stone church being 11th century, overlying a
10th century burial ground possibly associated with a timber church.
Both were rebuilt or modified several times.
Urban population
A good sample of late Saxon and medieval burials has been recovered
from the two church sites. No systematic investigation of Roman cemeteries has taken place to date.
Urban types
The character of the late Roman city is obscure, but a quasi-military
function is possible. It is possible that there was an 'urban' revival
in the 7th century, in the form of a royal and eccesiastical centre with
the market developing in Wigford, but the archaeological evidence is not
yet conclusive. Lincoln was a major Anglo-Scandinavian centre with a
large and varied population, many churches, an important mint, a flourishing economy and wide trading contacts.
Trade and industry
New evidence has emerged for late 9th and 10th century trade across
the North Sea. A wide range of small-scale industries was carried out
in the lower town and in Wigford from the late 9th century, including
copper-working, glass-working, bone and antler carving, and lead-working.
Copper-working was carried out on Bailgate (E of St Paul-in-the-Bail
churchyard) in the 10th and 11th centuries, and at other sites. An urban
pottery industry existed by this time (one 10th century kiln has been excavated), and experimentation with glazed wares was taking place at Lincoln
contemporaneously with the beginning of the glazed-wareindustry at Stamford.
Syrian and Chinese goods have been found (10th century silk, 7th- to 9th
century sherds). A large number of pre-Conquest coins have been recovered
usefully stratified, with pre-c 950 issues from York and East Anglia. The
investigation of waterlogged sites by the river is a high priority for
future work, since the waterside played a significant part in the city's
commercial prosperity.
Buildings
Building plans have been recovered from a number of sites. Most of
the timber buildings excavated were at Flaxengate, where plans of structures dating from the 10th to late 12th century are fragementary, but for
the earliest phase there (late 9th century) the plans are more complete.
The sequence shows gradual improvement in building technique. At St Paul,
a building with a sunken floor was constructed in the 10th century on the
site of the internal portico of the E range of the Roman forum; it was replaced in the 11th century by a timber structure fronting on to Bailgate,
and later the graveyard was extended further E to the street. A good sequence of stone buildings, often with complete plans, dating from the late
12th to the 16th/l7th centuries has been excavated at a number of sites,
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including part of the E suburb (Broadgate 1973), at Wigford and in the
lower town. At the latter two sites the buildings were terraced to cope
with the steepness of the hillside.
Environmental

evidence

Generally in the city the pH of the soil is too high to preserve
pollen remains, and little work has yet been carried out on waterlogged
sites, where the main potential lies. Extensive sampling, particularly
of rubbish pits from Flaxengate, has produced abundant remains of beetles, seeds, and small mammal bones; but the full potential of this kind
of evidence is untapped in the absence of adequate facilities for environmental work. Examination of the large quantity of animal bones is now
taking place.
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LONDON: CITY

B Hobley & J Schofield

Despite occasional prehistoric finds, there is no direct evidence
of pre-Roman occupation inside the city boundary, A single Bronze Age
urn was excavated at the GPO Newgate Street site in 1975, and a possible
late Iron Age burial found within the Tower in 1978. The area seems to
have been a comparative backwater, economically and politically, until
the Roman invasion.
Previous conclusions that London began as a military supply base in
AD 43 have been considerably modified. Pottery groups predating AD 60
are notably uncommon; Claudian vessels are lacking in quantity. Ceramic
evidence, suggests that settlement began c AD 50, a conclusion supported
by work in Southwark, where roads converging on the bridgehead may date
to c 50-65. A re-assessment of the earliest London coinage also suggests
a foundation date of c 50-55.
Civilian settlement, suggested by Tacitus, is now confirmed by several excavations. Widely scattered, though clearly planned, buildings
and main roads were lard out by the time of the destruction attributed to
the Boudican rebellion of AD 60. At 160-2 Fenchurch Street in 1976 excavation uncovered a range of timber, clay and brick buildings which may
have been shops on the site of the late Flavian forum; one room contained
a large deposit of burnt grain c 1m thick. Analysis suggests it was
possibly a Mediterranean import, intended for sowing.
London's growing status was emphasised by the construction of a
first forum and a provincial governor's palace in the Flavian rebuilding.
The first is in part, and the second fully, published. During the early
2nd century a stone-walled fort was established at Cripplegate, probably
for the bodyguard and staff of the governor (discovered by Professor
Grimes after the war); and the second forum, four times the size of the
first, which is the subject of a forthcoming study. Domestic buildings
have been excavated on many sites, notably Milk Street, Watling Court
and GPO Newgate Street, the last a suburban site until its inclusion within the city wall of c 200. The three main sites together suggest that
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the earliest Roman planning proposals, interrupted by the Boudican rebellion, were brought to fruition as a result of the massive expansion
of the late 1st century, a process which continued in the 2nd century
with development of the suburban area to the W, a new boundary being formalised by the building of the city wall in the early 3rd century.
During the 1st century the port area was probably due S of the
forum, where a 1st century wharf has recently been identified at Peninsular House; but in the 2nd century the quay can be traced from the SE
corner of the city, at Custom House, for a distance of 1km to the terracing below the governor's palace at the mouth of the Walbrook. Moreover,
similar box-structures have now been found a short distance W of the
Walbrook. The oak beams of the quay display a range of joints; in the
three main relevant excavations, at Custom House, New Fresh Warf and Seal
House, differences in construction may reflect commercial zoning of the
wharf. Piles within the structures, especially at New Fresh Wharf, may
indicate quayside buildings. The wharf is dated by ceramics and tentative dendrochronological analysis to the second half of the 2nd century,
though C14 would place it a century later. Large amounts of imported
Samian and Lezoux wares were found around the quay at New Fresh Wharf.
For the 3rd and 4th century, evidence of occupation is contradictory. There are signs of continued prosperity and public munificence:
built into the late 4th century riverside wall were 53 sculptured blocks
from at least two monuments which have been reconstructed as a monumental
arch (the site of which is unknown) at least 8-9m high and 7.7m wide
bearing busts, probably of seven gods, and a Screen of Gods with six major deities on one side; the quality of decoration suggests a late 2nd
or early 3rd century date. Also in the wall were altars from two temples, one inscribed by a hitherto unknown governor of Roman Britain. At
about this time the city was enclosed with its first defences, a stone
wall with six gates. Recent work at Duke's Place indicates that in part
the wall may be following an earlier boundary ditch, but the enclosure
of existing suburbs is indicated in the W.
A 8-10 Crosswall in 1979-80 a length of the wall was uncovered
during demolition, and is to be preserved in future developments. In
front of it, also to be preserved, is the base of a hitherto unrecorded
bastion (4A). The E group of bastions, now numbering thirteen but origionally probably eighteen, are considered to be late Roman additions to
the city wall; recent work at Crosswall, Duke's Place and other sites
would confirm this, The bastions may well have been added at the same
time as the building of the Roman riverside wall, the existence of which
is now confirmed after discovery and excavation of a length of 115m at
Blackfriars in 1974/5. Dendrochronology has dated this wall to some
time after c 330; within the Tower have been found two similar walls of
this period, perhaps together forming a fortification on the shore, of
which the later, inland wall is dated by coins to the 390s.
Evidence of 4th century occupation within the walls is however
scarce. On many sites the 'dark earth' of the Saxon period begins to
be deposited in the late 2nd or early 3rd century, as at the Milk Street
and Watling Court sites. Analysis, of the dark earth has not so far been
fruitful; it appears to indicate rubbish disposal from a reduced community, and perhaps also agriculture within the walls in the late Roman
period. Further evidence may come from study of the extra-mural cemeteries, in areas comparatively undeveloped since the War. In the area now
occupied by St Bartholomew's hospital excavation recovered remains of
sixteen individuals, including a woman with simple bracelets placed on
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her chest and a small bronze bell (? of Christian significance) in the
fill of the grave. So far there are few traces of Germanic soldiery in
London, and none from recent excavations.
At present there is little evidence for occupation during the 5th
and 6th centuries; a single late Roman Palestinian amphora in late Saxon
silting around the quay at New Fresh Wharf may suggest sporadic trade
contacts. The city was chosen as a centre by the Christian mission in
601, and the few documents together with coin evidence (though not from
within the city itself) suggest definite activity during the late 7th
and 8th centuries. Though there were apparently some port facilities,
none has yet been located. Tradition, and inference from the later documentary evidence, support a suggestion that an Offan royal palace may
have lain within the walls of the Cripplegate Roman fort, with the church
of St Alban as its chapel; the Saxon church (excavated by Professor Grimes,
1961-2) was certainly ancient, though not accurately datable.
London was occupied by the Vikings in 879, and retaken by Alfred in
886. Two of his land grants have been shown to refer to land near Queenhithe, in terms which strongly suggest that London, like Winchester, was
being restored with the laying out of streets and, like Worcester, with
the granting of commercial privileges to bishops. No restoration of the
defences has been located on the landward side, but on the waterfront at
New Fresh Wharf, works, probably both defensive and to combat the rising
river, have been excavated. These comprised a bank of timber 'and rubble,
excavated for 19m and now known from a 19th century drawn section, to extend for at least 59m towards the harbour at Billingsgate (first documented c 1000); with a grid of stakes out into the river at its upstream end
near the site of the Roman bridge, presumably restored as part of this development (first reference to Southwark c 915). Ceramic and dendrochronological material suggest a date in the late 9th or 10th century.
Saxon buildings have now been excavated on a number of sites. Sunkenfeatured buildings have been located at St Mildred's, Bread Street (possibly mid-Saxon), and at Milk Street (9th century) and Watling Court (late
Saxon), where a timber-lined cellar 2m deep and 13.8 x 5.4m wide was
found. Ground level buildings have been excavated at Peninsular House
(? mid-Saxon), Well Court and GPO Newgate Street (late Saxon). At Milk
Street one sunken-featured building was cut into the edge of, and entered
from, a Roman street; generally the 10th and 11th century buildings show
abandonment of Roman streets in favour of new streets, (as at Well Court,
where the medieval Bow Lane lay 6m to the W of a defunct Roman Street).
Documentary study may illuminate the larger holdings, known as burhs and
hagas: recent work has been concerned with the area of Aldermanbury, and
in particular it is suggested that when Edward the Confessor moved to
Westminster, the diminished site and liberties of the Saxon royal palace
were represented by Aldermanbury, a site centred on the E gatehouse of
the Roman fort. The name, and its proximity to the early medieval Guildhall, strongly suggests a definite connexion between royal and civic
government at the turn of the 11th and 12th centuries,
Two Saxon church sites have been recently investigated, St Mildred's
Bread Street and St Nicholas Shambles, but only at the second did much
evidence survive. A building date in the 10th or 11th century is suggested; some of the burials, including one charcoal burial, in the later
medieval cemetery may be associated with the earliest church. Most of the
pottery used in London at this period appears to have been transported
here by river, and there does not seem to have been a local pottery industry. A wide range of Continental imports is found from the 10th century.
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Archaeological study of the medieval and post-medieval city is of
a special kind, since London has a considerable wealth of largely unresearched documentary material from the late 13th century to the present and of cartographical evidence from the 16th. Archaeological work
has continued within the Tower of London (by the DOE), and part of the
Tower postern gate in the city wall has been excavated by the Inner London Archaeological Unit and is to be displayed. Medieval domestic buildings. frontages and plots have been excavated at Milk Street, where an
undercroft of the 11th or 12th century was found, at GPO Newgate Street
(N end) (13th century plots acquired by the Greyfriars and turned into
their gardens) and on waterfront sites at Trig Lane, Seal House, New
Fresh Wharf and Custom House (the building of 1381 located and planned).
The chief emphasis of study, however, has been on the waterfront area S
of Thames Street. It is now known that the rising river reached its
furthest point northwards in the Saxon period, and from the 10th century
in areas around nodal points such as Billingsgate and Dowgate, wharves
and narrow plots divided by fences began to push out into the river. The
fences became the bases of later property boundaries, and in some cases
alleys, which by the 13th century ran down the side of plots up to 30m
from the largely decayed Roman riverside wall, which formed the S side
of Thames Street for much of its length. A succession of revetments
dated by dendrochronology to the period c 1140 - c 1480 have been found,
surviving up to 2m high and exhibiting carpenters' marks, and also
joints comparable with other medieval carpentry and providing a long series of accurately dated collections of every type of artefact. These
are largely waste from a variety of medieval and PM industries, especially in leather, textiles and bone, practised in the city. Work on the
successive revetments themselves, especially at Trig Lane, suggests that
their purpose was primarily to replace rotted predecessors and to offset
silting, rather than land reclamation for its own sake. The timber quay
frontages could have accommodated only small boats, and this compares
with port regulations requiring large vessels to dock at specific places.
The medieval defences have been studied on the same sites as for the
Roman period. The W series of bastions was perhaps added in the 13th
century; so far the only work on them has been by Professor Grimes. The
parapet was rebuilt in brick in 1477, and recent work has shown that
probably at the same time low arches of brick were added as reinforcement to the rear of the wall, and the medieval ditch recut. By the 16th
century the ditch was, however, being encroached on by housing along its
outer edge (the genesis of Old Bailey, Houndsditch and other extra-mural
streets) and tenter grounds were laid out over parts of it.
Urban churches are not greatly threatened; the chief excavation has
been at St Nicholas Shambles, demolished in 1547-52, which displays building, of four periods. Some stonework was reused in buildings on the site
thereafter, and may contribute to the understanding of the structure.
Three hundred skeletons, recovered from the northern graveyard, reveal a
variety of burial practices, skeletal pathology and dental information.
London's many monastic and hospital communities are largely destroyed,
but there has been piecemeal redevelopment and archaeological observation
and excavation at Holy Trinity Priory, Aldgate (Augustinian Canons, 1108),
and Christchurch Greyfriars (church, early 14th century). It is possible
to reconstruct Holy Trinity at the Dissolution from plans of 1592, and
follow its gradual disappearance through 18th century lease plans.
Baynard's Castle, resited in the 14th century on the W end of the
waterfront, and rebuilt around 1500, was excavated in 1972. Nearby across
the Fleet river, Henry VIII's palace of Bridewell (1515-23) was excavated
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on two sites in 1978. Arched foundations of brick cut through reclamation depositswere traced over long distances and the plan of the palace
subsequently worked out from the correlation of archaeological and later
plan evidence with drawings and engravings. Other extra-mural excavations
at the E end of the city, at Aldgate and Cutler Street, have bye contrast
shed much light on 17th and 18th century housing and small-scale industries; clay-pipe making, bell and perhaps cannon-founding, ivory turning,
glass making and iron working. A row of small houses was excavated at
Aldgate; at Cutler Street, traces of several more were found with pits
lined with horn cores. These in turn are giving much information on the
form of the early modern cattle breeds used to feed the rapidly expanding
city. The Great Fire of 1666 which destroyed five sixths of the intramural city was responsible for a distinctive archaeological deposit. This
has been excavated in detail on the New Fresh Wharf and Peninsular House
sites.
Study of London's past environment has so far beenconcerned with
the Thames and estuarine deposits, exotic plants from Roman contexts,
and carbonised grain and weeds. The dark earth' has been analysed, but
a 'wet dark earth' site is now required for further progress. The watercourses of the Walbrook and Fleet may occupy future attention, together
with a project on analysis from Roman and medieval pits. Study of animal bones at present centres on the meat markets and cattle of the PM
period, with smaller projects on particular fauna such as Roman mules and
the black rat. The dendrochronological study of scores of Roman, Saxon
and medieval waterfront timbers at Sheffield University is a major contribution to the evolution of dating frameworks, especially of ceramics,
for both London and elsewhere by correlation to the reference curves
being constructed.
Most of the Department's research into finds has been directed towards pottery. A London pottery Type-Series has been set up, comprising
distinctive sherds of all known types of pottery present in London from
all periods. So far 2000 types have been catalogued. It is hoped to
date a stratified group of pottery accurately to the half century in
three years' time, and to the nearest third of a century in five to six
years' time.
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LONDON; SOUTHWARK

H Sheldon

Introduction
Excavations in N Southwark, started in 1945 under Dr Kenyon, have
greatly expanded since 1972 when work was begun on a full-time basis. Even
SO, the area examined has been limited; for example, although the Roman
built-up area apparently covered 24 ha, only about one per cent has been
trenched so far. This small proportion obviously must be borne in mind
when making general deductions from the evidence gathered through excavation. Pressure of redevelopment has centred largely on modern Borough
High Street and along the river bank E and W of London Bridge, areas which
have been the focus for previous commercial buildings. These 18th and
19th century works have meant that many of the higher archaeological
levels have been destroyed through deep cellaring which has often left
only the Roman strata relatively intact.
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Town Plan and Topography
1. Roman: Excavations have shown that in the immediate pre-Roman period
much of Southwark N of the edge of the Upper Flood Plain gravel was dissected by minor channels of the Thames, flowing between higher banks of
sand which probably stood only marginally above the water level. In the
early years after the Conquest, probably following considerable drainage
and embanking, two roads were built, (I and II): these converged on the
Southwark bridgehead and connected it with the SE coast (I) and Westminster
(II) There is no evidence for formal town-planning and the buildings of
the settlement were apparently aligned on the converging roads. Broadly,
the area of study (at least 64ha) can be divided into three zones. First
the built-up settlement; secondly marshy or mud-flat zones to E and W;
thirdly drier land to the S, probably at least in part used for agriculture, and containing cemeteries.
2. Later Periods: Although there is no archaeological evidence for the
location of the Saxon burh, it is clear that much of the area to the E
and W of the Roman settlement was under water until well into the medieval
period and it seems reasonable to assume that the Saxon burh was located
within the margins of the Roman built-up area. Archaeological evidence
of the medieval town plan is again limited although documentary references
indicate that most of the known buildings were distributed along Borough
High Street and the river banks E and W of the bridge.
Continuity and Origins
Although the occurrence of a few flints and late prehistoric pottery
beneath Roman levels indicates some usage of the area, there is no evidence of permanent occupation before the Roman period; this seems to relate directly to the establishment of both a bridge across the Thames and
a base on the N bank soon after the Conquest. Considerable amounts of
pottery in pre-Flavian contexts without accompanying structures might
suggest temporary markets along the roads, but there is as yet no direct
evidence of buildings or defences to suggest any permanent military presence, which might be expected, especially near the bridgehead. Developing
from this, numerous buildings were erected in the later 1st century near
to the roads. These-and their successors stood until the middle of the
2nd century or somewhat later, and there is some suggestion, if not of
discontinuity, of a contracted settlement in the later 2nd, and perhaps
more likely, in the early 3rd century.
Structures of the later 3rd and 4th century were apparently less numerous. There is little evidence as to when the late Roman buildings went
out of use or as to the nature of the Saxon occupation. The paucity of
Saxon pottery, even in later features, suggests a more limited built-up
area. There is no archaeological evidence for new construction until the
12th century.
Trade and Industry
1. Roman: Although the surviving evidence indicates bronze and iron
working and perhaps leather working in the 1st and 2nd centuries, there
is little else to indicate industrial, commercial or other service activities. Land to the S of the settlement may have been fields, perhaps used
for cultivation from the 2nd century onwards. Spreads of 'dark earth' overlying 2nd century buildings indicate an increase in cultivation within the
built-up area from the 4th century onwards. Food remains found in pits,
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though evidence of local consumption rather than production, might suggest that local crops included many soft fruits.
2. Medieval and later: Direct evidence of industry is confined to metalworking (14th century); bone-working - including the manufacture of dice (late 16th/early 17th century); probably leather working (from 16th century
? tanning pits) and pottery and pipes (from kiln and waster dumps of 17th
and 18th century date).
Buildings
1. Roman: The earliest structures excavated are of clay and timber
and seem to be of the strip house type. Due to the limited scale of many
of the excavations, it is not possible to be sure of their total plans;
some perhaps may be of courtyard design. Painted plaster occurred on
some walls, and lack of tile debris suggests thatched or wooden roofs.
Later buildings, where known, have stone foundations - usually Kentish
Rag.
2. Medieval: Chalk foundations are known, and occasionally cellars survive.
Environment
Organic material preserved in the waterlogged pits, wells and ditches, mainly 1st and 2nd century, indicate waste rather than cultivated
land, but more material from ditches further away from the built-up zone
is awaiting analysis. Any conclusions about environmental change brought
about either by urbanization or agriculture cannot yet be made due to
lack of comparative groups from later contexts.
Summary
Future excavations are still required in the hope of obtaining information on many aspects of Southwark's history. Questions which might
be answered by site work for the Roman period include: 1. Was the settlement embanked - and if so where were the embankments located? 2. Did
the settlement develop or extend from an early military site - and if so
where was it? 3. Did the settlement possess defences, at the bridgehead
or elsewhere, and if so do they fit into the general pattern of Antonine
and later fortifications? 4. What was the economy of the settlement
based on? Was it at least partly based on agriculture, and, if so, what
crops were produced, stock reared, and what crafts or trades were developed from it? 5. What changes in its nature can be detected during the
period? Current excavations indicate growth in the later 1st and the
first half of the 2nd century, represented by numerous buildings, but little until later in the 3rd century from when larger, but fewer buildings
seem to have stood. If future excavations confirm this pattern - what do
the changes represent? Is a settlement of many craftsmen and traders replaced by one of fewer landowners in the 4th century? What changes in land
tenure and social organization would this represent?
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LOSTWITHIEL, Cornwall

Cornwall Committee for Rescue Archaeology

The 13th century Duchy Palace has been the subject of a structural
survey by the RCHM and a structural and documentary survey by N G Pounds.
Bibliography
Pounds, N G, forthcoming

LOUGHBOROUGH, Leics

The Duchy Palace at Lostwithiel, Cornwall,
Archaeol J
P Liddle

Loughborough has not been well served by excavation. Much of the
centre of the medieval town was demolished many years ago. Since then
piecemeal development has removed several historic buildings, and no opportunity has yet been taken for excavation. A certain amount of recording has been undertaken by the Loughborough and District Archaeol Soc and
published in their Bulletin, including (i) the Old Red Lion site, Churchgate where beaten earth floors and stone walls were associated with late
medieval pottery; and (ii) a timber-framed building in Churchgate prior
to, and during, demolition. In the latter project Leics Museums Archaeological Field Unit were also involved. Leics Museums now monitor planning
applications as a matter of routine, and maintain watching briefs on development.
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LOUTH, Lincs

N Field

Evidence for the town's development is almost entirely documentary
and topographical. A survey of the town was made in 1977-8 summarising
this material and identifying priorities for planning and archaeological
investigation. The first excavation in the town centre was in the
Cornmarket in 1979 which established the depth of archaeological deposits.
Further and more extensive excavation is required to determine the origins of the settlement and its street layout, the location of the Saxon
monastic community known from documentary sources, and to learn more
about cloth manufacture in the town, again known from documents.
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MALDON, Essex

M R Eddy

The Iron Age, Roman and early Saxon settlement was on the N bank of
the Chelmer opposite the present town. Limited excavations, under the
auspices of Essex Archaeol Soc, were undertaken in the early 1970s.
Maldon is first documented in 913 as a temporary station for Edward
the Elder's troops. A burh was built in 916, its site probably being to
the W of the town. The early 1970s saw excavations in the burh area
(though no late Saxon evidence was recovered) and the medieval town. Recent excavations on behalf of Lloyds Bank revealed a complexity of late
Saxon features, representing three main phases of occupation, on a site
opposite St Peters Church. Watching briefs by Maldon Archaeological
Group, for ECC, have produced details of the D'Arcys' town-house garden
and also evidence of the medieval Hythe or port area.
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MANCHESTER, Greater Manchester

G D B Jones

Apart from excavations at the turn of the century and two small excavations after the Second World War, no large scale work had been conducted in Manchester before 1972. The 1972 project was devoted to
examining c one acre of vicus immediately adjoining the N side of the
fort. The earliest phases uncovered comprised an elaborate multiple
ditch system and annex, the outer elements of which were filled in to
accommodate the primary timber buildings of the late Flavian-Trajanic
period. During the 2nd century this area of the vicus took on an increaseingly industrial aspect. Traces of at least 33 iron-smithing hearths
were located, some of which were enclosed within timber structures. Although the stratified deposits of the Roman period survived in many
places up to modern street level, the character of the latest Roman period
remains problematical, as does the post-Roman in this area.
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At the other end of Deansgate, in the area dominated by the Cathedral
and enclosed by the line of the enigmatic earthwork known as the Hanging
Ditch, excavation in Fennal Street in 1973 produced limited results relating to the development of the medieval centre 0.75 km away from its
Roman antecedent. The area examined proved to have been very much disturbed, unlike the vicus area. The earliest pottery recovered from a
stratified context was of llth/l2th century date. No actual building remains could be recovered and the bulk of the latter pottery, stretching
through to the 14th century, was both small in quantity and largely unstratified.
There must exist areas near the Cathedral where further work could
produce more informative deposits that can throw light on the development
of Chetham's and the early phases of the Cathedral site. At the same
time, the transitional period between the Roman and the medieval, particularly the location of the Saxon burh, remains elusive.

MORPETH, Northumberland

C O'Brien

A motte and bailey castle of the 11th century lies S of the River
Wansbeck, and was replaced by a second castle some time after 1215. The
early settlement is thought to lie S of the river between the castles and
the church of St Mary. In the 13th century the focus of the town moved
N of the river, with Bridge Street, Newgate Street, and Oldgate converging on the market place. A bridge was built in the 13th century, and
All Saints Chantry Chapel was built near its N end.
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NEWBURY, Berks

Morpeth: An Archaeological Study, in
Archaeology in the North (eds P A G Clack
& P F Gosling), 178-205
A Vince

Excavation in Newbury has been confined to two sites in Bartholomew
Street, the main N-S street, and one in Market Place. The Market Place
is rectangular and opens on the S on to Cheap Street - St Marys Hill but
is connected to Bartholomew Street only by a small road at right angles
to the axis of the Market. It is possible that the Market Place, Cheap
Street and St Marys Hill are secondary to an original town centred on
Bartholomew Street and its continuation N of the River Kennet, Northbrook
Street. The Bartholomew Street sites both produced evidence for postbuilt houses of llth-12th century date fronting the road whilst the earliest occupation remaining at the Market Place site was of early 13th
century date. However property boundaries found at Bartholomew Street
infer that the Market was in existance by the mid-late 12th century. The
1979 excavations at Bartholomew Street provided an occupation sequence
from the late 11th - 16th century. Later levels were mainly removed by
flooring in the late 19th century. The date for the start of urban occupation there agreed well with historical evidence, which suggests that
Newbury was a deliberate foundation of the immediate post-Conquest period.
Pre-Urban activity was found at both Bartholomew Street sites in the
form of shallow V-sectioned ditches about 1 m wide and 0.5 m deep. There
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was a sequence of four ditches, the latest of which was associated with
plough-marks and plough soil containing late 11th century pottery and
probably still in use up to the foundation of the town. The earlier
ditches were not associated with agricultural activity and are probably
10th or 11th century. All three sites produced evidence for medieval
buildings with post-built walls replaced in the late 13th or early 14th
century by timber buildings with sill beams resting on dwarf walls. No
complete building plans were recovered. Evidence for iron working, mainly smithing, was found on all sites, especially 140 Bartholomew Street,
and weaving tools at 143-5 Bartholomew Street. Only one site investigated
the back of a property, 140 Bartholomew Street; and here 13th - 14th
century pits of possible industrial function were found.
A sequence of pottery forms and fabrics was found at 143-5 Bartholomew Street and shows little evidence for trade in pottery with other
regions. Sources in the Kennet valley supplied the town until the late
14th century when there was a complete break. Surrey Wares from the
Farnham region were dominant for the rest of the medieval period. Other
finds and evidence Of trading from the excavations include honestones,
(mainly Norwegian Rag), and stone mortars (mainly of Purbeck Limestone
and Marble).
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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, Tyne

Bartholomew Street Newburv: a preliminary
report on the archaeological excavations
of 1979, Newbury District Museum
&

Wear

B Harbottle

A report on the archaeology of Newcastle was published in 1976.
Since then the Roman Fort of Pons Aelius, dating from the late 2nd - late
4th centuries, has been located beneath the medieval castle, and after
a pause of some 300 years this same site was re-used as a Christian cemetery. The Norman castle, which was planted on top of the cemetery, was
probably a ringwork and the base of a small stone ?tower was found in its
enclosing bank. The castle's 12th century N gate and 13th century Black
Gate are now better understood, and excavation in the ditch has revealed
much about the obsolescence of the defences in the late Middle Ages, and
the use of the area as a rubbish dump for the town during the 16th century. Finally, some of the Civil War fortifications reported by the besieging Scots have actually been found.
The investigation of the Blackfriars since 1974 has involved the
recording of architectural features and excavation within the ranges before their restoration. which is now complete. It is hoped that the N
end of the E range and the church will be excavated in due course.
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There has been little need for rescue excavation in the last few
years, though this situation may now be changing. Of the two domestic
sites which have been explored, Cloth Market was disappointing and
Stockbridge wholly abortive, both because of modern disturbance.
Forthcoming-reports
1)

A summary of the history and archaeology of the castle in Chateau
Gaillard

2)

A contribution (by Margaret Ellison) to the papers presented to the
Medieval Pottery Research Group's 1980 conference on North European
Pottery imported into Great Britain 1200-1500.

3)

It is hoped that the report on the excavation of the castle ditch
will be included in Archaeol Aeliana, in 1981.
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NEW SLEAFORD, Lincs

An excavation at the Corner Tower, Newcastle upon Tyne. 1978, Archaeol Aeliana
set 5, 7 (1979) 179-89
An excavation in the Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1979, ibid, 8 (1980),
127-41
C M Mahany

Excavations have indicated that Old Sleaford (now a DMV ½ mile to
the E of the present town centre) was the site of an important Iron Age
mint and a substantial Roman settlement. An extensive pagan Saxon cemetery is known & mile to the S near the station. A recent study has indicated that the settlement, previously thought to be a new town of the
12th century, was an important soke centre probably of some antiquity in
the 11th century, occupying a primary position in the two wapentakes it
dominates. An excavation in the market place revealed late Saxon timber
buildings and residual pagan and Middle Saxon pottery. The town was reorganised in the 12th century when the bishop of Lincoln built a castle
to the W and it became an administrative centre for the episcopal estates
in S Lincolnshire.
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NEWENDEN, Kent

B K Davison

The name Castle Toll, Newenden, belongs properly to a small subrectangular earthwork consisting of a rampart 4 - 8 ft high with a much
mutilated mound at one corner, set on the end of a low spur projecting
into Romney Marsh. Excavation in 1965 showed that there had been two
periods of construction, attributable to the early and mid-13th century,
and the site was provisionally interpreted as a military post intended
to block French raids up the Rother. The Castle Toll itself, however,
occupies one corner of a larger, less distinct earthwork some 1500 by
600 ft in size. Trial excavation of the apparently denuded rampart showed
that the defences had been abandoned unfinished. No evidence was forthcoming as regards the date of the larger earthwork.
A case has been made for considering the larger of the two earthworks to be the 'missing' Burghal Hidage fort of Eorpeburnan which was
still only half made when the Great Host attacked it in 892. It is a
reminder that some of Alfred's forts, by their siting, were destined
never to become urban settlements, nor even (on any regular basis) refuges
for the local population. The site is therefore of considerable interest
as a possible Alfredian fort without the complication of later settlement.
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The Burghal Hidage Fort of Eorpeburnan:
A suggested identification, Medieval
Archaeol, 16 (1972), 123-7
M Farley

This late Saxon town has been fairly well studied topographically,
and a possible line for a burh defence suggested, but this has not been
confirmed by excavation. Burgesses were present by 1086; there was probably a castle in the 12th century (though its site is not certainly known)
and a hospital by 1241. Its position at the junction of the Ouse and
Ouzel gave the town strategic importance, and a map of 1644 shows Civil
War fortifications surrounding the entire town. The town has considerable
archaeological potential which has not yet been realised,
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Future work will concentrate on the Saxon and post-Conquest town,
but other sites will be examined where they can contribute towards the
understanding of specific problems. Documentary research is also progressing.
All the work has been undertaken by Northampton Development Corporation's Archaeological Unit supported by the DoE.
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NORWICH, Norfolk

A Carter

Continuity and origins
Before c 850 an (?) agricultural Mid-Saxon nucleus, below the
Cathedral, covering c 2 ha. Smaller Mid-Saxonnucleus 2km W. Expansion
from c 850: (a) in area of Cathedral Close - 10th/11th century ditch line
possibly indicated by marked irregularities in 18th century street plan.
Area of settlement c 15 ha. Proven pottery manufacturing area to its W;
(b) N of river, centred on Magdalen Street. Defined by ditch picked up
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Robinson, J, 1975

NEWTON ABBOT, Devon

The Evolution of the Townscape of
Medieval Newport Pagenll in Buckinghamshire, Bradwell Abbey Occ Paper, 2
Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology

No major excavations since 1976, but S Timms carried out a small
excavation in 1977 to investigate a 16th century building and plot (report to be published). A DOE revision of the listed buildings is proposed.
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NORTHAMPTON, Northants

Urban Survey for the Devon CRA, unpublished
J H Williams

There is a Neolithic causewayed camp c 2 miles S of the present
town, and an Iron Age hillfort close by at Hunsbury. After the Roman
Conquest a small town grew up at Duston, two miles W of Northampton, possibly developing out of an early fort. There was prehistoric activity
on the site of Northampton itself, witnessed by extensive flint scatters,
ditches, etc, but from the Roman period there is only a casual scatter of
pottery and a few coins.
Pottery of Early to Mid-Saxon date is spread over an area of c 5
acres near St Peter's church. An attempt is currently being made to understand the nature of the early/Mid-Saxon activity. A stone church was
erected on the site of St Peter's Church c 700. It can be argued from
later documentary evidence that it was an Old Minster and that Northampton
was the centre of a large royal estate. Three mechanical mortar mixers
were found associated with the construction of the church, and other
buildings of Mid-Saxon date have been excavated.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle calls Northampton a Danish centre in the
late 9th century, but there is no clear archaeological evidence for this.
After its recapture by King Edward in 917 there was a dramatic intensification of activity represented by timber post-built structures, Grubenhauser, pits, metalworking (iron, copper, silver), and a pottery kiln,
all within the presumed defended area of c 60 acres. A useful coin series is helping to refine the dating. The former St Gregory's Church can
be shown to have a late Saxon origin. Extensive areas within the late
Saxon town have been uncovered and approximately twenty structures excavated, but there is little to suggest a 'planned' settlement.
Soon after the Norman Conquest Northampton received a castle and a
novus burgus, and it is possible that the defended urban area was considerably enlarged by the construction of new defences. St Peter's Street
was more formally organised with rectangular timber building on either
side. These were gradually replaced in stone from the 13th century onwards, but the street was burnt down c 1500. There is considerable evidence for trade and industry from all sites. Part of a Franciscan friary
has been excavated.
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from topographical (street line/parish boundary) indications and now sectioned in three places. Area of settlement c 15 ha. Probably urban
origins c 869, rapid 10th century acceleration.
Town plan and topograhy
No evidence as yet for anything other than organic development of
street system, but no street surface earlier than c 1300 excavated. Only
one early suburb, Heigham, and that was created by mid-12th to
mid-13th century defences slicing through earlier settlement. Good evidence for *internal colonization' of: (a) river banks and former marsh;
(b) 'backlands' behind built up frontages. (a) in 13th century, (b) in
15th century and later, leading to development of built-up yards by c
1600.
Urban churches
(a) Excavation of St Benedict's church. 11th/12th century nucleus,
eight phases of rebuilding before 16th century. No evidence of work
earlier than 14th century survived above ground. No evidence of liturgical arrangements recovered.
(b) Excavation of unidentified 10th/11th century church below NE bailey
of Norman castle. Large associated cemetery to N and evidence for probable unexcavated cemetery to S.
Waterfront
Trial excavation of late Saxon waterfront showed only limited use
of S bank of River Wensum, W of Whitefriar's Bridge. Currently suspected
that main late-Saxon waterfront nucleus situated immediately E of the
bridge.
Urban Populations
Human skeletal material recovered from two cemeteries and a series
of charnel pits. Reasonable evidence for age at death, health, size of
families, etc. Larger samples needed but population (?) distinct from
contemporary rival groups. Excavation/building research directed to the
study of crisis housing periods - when the population expanded rapidly.
Buildings
Full picture (and increasingly a very full one) emerging only from
combined archaeological, architectural, documentary research. Best evidence for late 15th century onwards. Evidence of building cycles accelerated by eg natural decay (up to 13th century) and fire (especially in
early 16th century). Increasing amount of evidence for changes in house
types from c 1500.
Trade and industry
Archaeological evidence confirms picture of trade post-1270. Before
that much new Dutch-German-Belgian material, especially for 11th/12th
century, before which there are few imports from anywhere. Very few
French imports at any period. Evidence now strong for local iron-working
industry in 12th to 13th centuries, (?) based on extraction of iron pan
from gravel. Slight but widely scattered 12th/13th century evidence for
bronze and horn working. Good 15th/16th century evidence for textile
dyeing industry. Remarkably little evidence, other than documentary, for
handcrafts as at Hamwih, Lincoln or York.
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Diet and domestic economy
Increasingly good evidence of this apparent for all periods. Most
interesting area the comparison of fish species eaten in Yarmouth and
Norwich (where the range was very much smaller). Evidence from skeletal
material on probable coarseness of bread flour and hence of milling
techniques.
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In Preparation
Norwich Survey

All sites mentioned in above interim
reports for publication in E Anglian
Archaeol

Norfolk Archaeological Unit

a) Report on excavations below NE bailey
of Norman castle - will include analysis of
skeletal remains, a small environmental report, pottery and small finds as well as
excavation report of late-Saxon church.
b) Report of trial excavations S of River
Wensum. Late-Saxon waterfront, pottery,
leather and small finds, environmental
evidence.
Both reports to appear in E Anglian Archaeol

NOTTINGHAM, Notts

C S B Young

Excavations since 1969, mainly in the Lace Market, have partially
elucidated the origins and growth of the town up to c 1350, allowing a general hypothesis of periodic expansion W from the River Beck.
Evidence for late Iron Age occupation has been confined to the S edge
of the Lace Market, and suggests ribbon development of isolated farmsteads
along the fringes of the Trent Valley. At least one farmstead continued
into the 3rd century AD, but Roman occupation proper is notably absent, and
unbroken continuity of settlement seems very unlikely.
The true urban origins of the. town must be sought in 6th century
Anglian colonization. Counter to tradition, excavation has suggested that
the initial settlement, most likely agricultural, favoured the W bank of
the River Beck, a gently sloping river valley, not the rocky escarpment in
the vicinity of St Mary's Church. Mid-Saxon pottery is restricted in distribution to E of Bellar Gate/Belward Street, much of it being found in
association with defensive ditches on the N and S sides of the area most
likely to contain this early settlement. No W defence has yet been located, but it demonstrably does not occur W of Bellar Gate. Unlikely to
be an original feature of the settlement, which topographically is not sited with a view to defence, these defences appear to be mid-Saxon or marginally late Saxon in origin, raising the question whether they were still
in existence in 867/8 when the Danes wintered at Nottingham, or whether
a major W shift had already occurred.
Apparently in the second half of the 9th century, massive new defences,
immediately preceded by a short-lived slight defence on a similar alignment,
were constructed around a much larger area of more easily defended higher
ground further W, approximately the present Lace Market. As their E side
is unknown, these defences may have partly or wholly enclosed the earlier
settlement, or it may have been totally abandoned. The area enclosed,
traditionally regarded as the burh with St Mary's Church as a dominating
feature, was no doubt the Danish Army's headquarters after 868, and the
Anglo-Danish borough after 921. Sections across the borough defences show
a major re-cutting of the ditch in the 10th century, perhaps the refurbishing ordered by Edward the Elder in 921. Excavations within the borough
have located no structures or features, excluding Iron Age, earlier than
c 900, several major buildings of this date having been recently excavated
just NW of St Mary's Church. Pottery W of Bellar Gate is predominantly
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later than c 900. Evidence from most sites points to 'urbanization' of
the borough, including the street layout (an organic development?) and
possibly also St Mary's Church, being no earlier than c 9 25-50, and apparently therefore significantly later than the construction of the
defences.
After the building of the castle (1068) on a sandstone crag W of
the pre-Conquest borough, a new Norman borough came into existence between the castle and the old borough. Excavation has demonstrated that
the new borough remained unenclosed by defences until the mid-12th century, by which time coalescence of the two boroughs is to be expected,
charters from C 1150 onwards making no reference to two boroughs. The
12th century defences have been excavated in isolation on the NE side
of the medieval town, where the 13th/l4th century defences follow a
slightly different course, making possible a re-interpretation of the
defensive sequence on the N and NW stretches. Here the relatively small
12th century ditch must have been obliterated by considerable enlargement,
probably contemporary with the building of the town wall (murage grants
1267-1334), the latter being inserted at the front of the 12th century
bank which was subsequently enlarged.
Within the Lace Market, timber buildings and associated domestic
features ranging in date from c 900 to c 1350 have been excavated. Stone
buildings and even stone footings have proved rare, even undercrofts being simply rock-cut cellars. Numerous kilns indicate grain-drying or
malting throughout most of the period, with little evidence of other industries, apart from isolated examples of bronze-working (12th century),
horning and tanning (both 14th century). Two double-flue pottery kilns
of C 1250 have been excavated, but most of this extensive industry took
place outside the town walls. Overall, the medieval town, particularly
in the English -borough, appears to have remained relatively 'rural' in nature, with little pressure on space, perhaps the explanation for the
large size of the market place. Even by c 1300 most buildings still have
their long axis parallel to street frontages.
Evidence from most sites indicates that by c 1350 most of the town
E of St Mary's Gate had become derelict, much of it not to be re-occupied until the latter half of the 16th century or early 17th century. Documentary sources indicate that by c 1300 the centre of population was
centered W of Bridlesmith Gate. Redevelopment to date has presented little opportunity of excavation in this area.
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OUNDLE, Northants

D F Mackreth

No formal archaeological work has been carried out, and nothing is
known of the archaeology in general. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, D, sa
957 records the death of Wulfstan I, Archibishop of York, and his burial
at Oundle. Wilfred owned Oundle and it remained in the possession of
York and was used by bishops holding the two sees (or York and Worcester)
as a staging post between the two cathedrals.
The relaying of the main road through the town was observed and
various features were recorded, but there was no significant penetration
of medieval deposits.
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Excavations since 1971 have continued the programme of excavations
by the Oxford Archaeological Excavation Committee begun in 1968. Most
research has concentrated on the Saxon and post-Conquest periods, although the excavations have been involved with a Roman farm site immediately N of the medieval town and pottery kilns in the modern E suburbs.
As a result of excavations in St Aldates, the medieval S suburb, the
origins of the town can now be demonstrated to go back to the 8th century. The occupation on this site, including water-logged material, was
associated with a regularized crossing of the Thames. The site has produced pottery evidence for connections with the Continent at this period.
The nearby monasterium of St Frideswide's has now produced charcoal
burials of probably 9th century date from its graveyard.
The 10th century burh defences have been sectioned E of St Michael's
at the Northgate, while a number of sites have produced late Saxon domestic occupation. Further late Saxon material recovered from beneath
the bailey of Oxford Castle and a sequence of occupation was found beneath All Saints Church. The former site also provided 'further information on the E moat of the Castle, while the latter site demonstrated
how a small stonebuilt domestic structure had been converted into a
church in the mid-11th century.

82

A number of excavations have been concerned with the medieval town
defences and have included the recovery of partial plans of a gate, Littlegate, and a bastion. Perhaps the most interesting site however was a section through Oxford's outer City Wall in the NE part of the town. This
double wall is apparently unique to Oxford. Various medieval domestic
sites have been examined. By far the most rewarding have been two suburban sites: in St Aldates, already mentioned, a complete sequence of occupation and building plans for the medieval period was recovered: in St
Thomas', the W suburb, a field system was built over in the 12th century
to form a prosperous suburb. These two sites have produced a complete
stratigraphical sequence of pottery for the whole late Saxon - late
medieval periods. Apart from the excavations at All Saints, the sites of
the two major friaries, the Greyfriars and the second Blackfriars sites,
have continued to be examined. The general layout of both sites is now
clear although details will require elucidation in the future.
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PENRYN, Cornwall

Cornwall Committee for Rescue Archaeology

An implications survey has been published by the CCRA and the Institute of Cornish Studies. A survey of all standing buildings is being
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undertaken by local volunteers (Penryn Survey Group) organised jointly
by Exeter University Extra-Mural Department and CCRA.
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PLESHEY, Essex

M R Eddy

Pleshey has a well-preserved castle and town defences. The castle
has been excavated before 1914, in 1959-63 and 1973-8. The excavations
of 1959-63 examined a chapel in the upper bailey, whilst a recent series
of excavations by S R Bassett has revealed masonry bridge footings adjoining the existing brick bridge. A few watching briefs have been carried
out on extensions within the built-up area and part of the line of the
lower bailey, reflected in Back Lane, has been observed. Levelling of
the lower bailey ditch is dated to the late 14th century.
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PLYMOUTH, Devon

J Barber

Woolster Street Excavations (1960s)
Some slight evidence for Roman occupation, but the main interest lay
in the early 13th century warehouses and quay developments in stone, and
the continuity of structures in the 15th-16th centuries. Detailed work
on the finds is in progress and a report on the excavations is expected in
1981.
Castle Street Excavations (1960-9)
A report has already been published on the wide range of English,
European and Mediterranean late medieval and PM pottery finds. Work on
the remaining finds (glass, metal, coins) from these 16th-19th century
sites is well in hand, and a second report is expected to be published in
1981.
St Andrews Street Excavatons (1976)
A recent publication analyses the medieval and PM domestic sites
in the city centre, and includes a detailed analysis of the property deeds,
a substantial pottery report which complements the information from Castle
Street, and reports on glass, clay pipes and small finds. The results
illuminate particularly the international character of Plymouth's trade
and social life in the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods.
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POOLE, Dorset

Castle Street: The Pottery, Flymouth City
Museum
Plymouth, in The Waterfront Archaeology
of North European Towns (ed G Milne), CBA
Res Rep, 41
St Andrew's Street Excavations, Plymouth
City Museum
I Horsey

The early and middle 1970s saw an intensive programme of excavations
in the medieval port of Poole. The results of these excavations are currently being prepared for publication. The excavations complement the
documentary inference of origin of the town in the late 12th or early 13th
centuries. Excavations at Orchard Car Park, Church Street, New Street and
Thames Street have all produced evidence of continuous occupation since
the 13th century. The expansion of the town during its 18th century prosperity is attested on these sites and at West Street.
The Town Cellars, a medieval wool-house, was excavated before its
conversion to a Maritime Museum. Although most of the present structure
dates to the first half of the 15th century, the archaeological evidence
provided an initial construction date of c 1300. The foundations of the
building were cut into a massive deposit of oyster shells having a probable E-W extent of over 100m. Similar deposits on the other side of the
channel. at Hamworthy are c 3.5 m thick. The shells below Town Cellars,
definitely the product of cultivation, have given a C-14 date of 690 ad
+ 100; a period for which there is no other evidence of settlement.
In the medieval period Poole was virtually an island cut off from
the heath of the mainland by a tidal ditch which has been sectioned beside the Station Hotel. Land has been reclaimed continuously since medieval times and evidence for this process, and for the development of the
quays, has come from the excavations at Newports, Thames Street, the Town
Cellars and numerous‘ small trial excavations and observations. Poole was
a prosperous trading port and the excavations have produced important
assemblages of medieval and PM imported pottery.
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PETERBOROUGH, Cambs

D F Mackreth

Apart from the Cathedral Precincts, where one piece of work has been
possible only part of medieval Peterborough has remains of archaeological
value, and there is but one sample (O'Neill, 1978). Excavations (Exchange
Street and City Road), and exploration in advance of development (Queensgate), and site observation have shown that the main deposits in the medieval town begin in the 19th century, all else being too damaged to justify
excavation. The area of the probable Late Saxon vill, E of the Cathedral,
was destroyed in the 1960s when there was no proper archaeological interest in the town. One other excavation which found the Castle bailey ditch,
a Late Saxon quarry and a late medieval building sealing a series of pits,
most of which are earlier than the 12th century (Mackreth, l974), raised
more questions than it answered.
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REIGATE, Surrey
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A number of sites have been recently excavated, and the most important discoveries relate to the town's origins. The present town centre
adjoins the castle (probably early 12th century) and excavations in this
area produced no pottery earlier than late 12th century. In contrast excavations on the Old Vicarage site some 0.5 km E, near the parish church,
has revealed evidence for an intensive Saxo-Norman settlement, probably
the settlement referred to in Domesday as Cherchefelle, which is replaced
by the new town of Reigate from c 1200 onwards. The Old Vicarage Site
has also revealed substantial remains of a medieval (13th century and
1ater) hall house. Other, smaller-scale excavations have provided information about the medieval and early modern town, including the position
of a stream which formed the boundary of the town until infilled in the
late 16th century.
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RICHMOND, N

Yorks

M Griffiths

A watching brief was undertaken by P Turnbull (Excavations Officer,
N Yorks CC Archaeology Section) at 59-59c Market Place in 1979.

RIPON, N Yorks

M Griffiths

Several unpublished excavations - Deanery Gardens 1955 (Baggs), St
Marygate 1963 (Mayes) and Deanery Hotel 1977-9 (Greenhalf) - are now being
written up as a co-ordinated report.

ROCHFORD, Essex

M R Eddy

Limited excavations at 24-26 Market Square and on East Street have
suggested that the present Market Square was laid out c 1500. The original
13th century market may have lain at the junction of East Street and North
Street or between Back Lane and West Street. Roman material has been recovered on the East Street site and the Roman alignments persist until at
least c 1400. Rochford is a well-preserved medieval small town under some
development pressure, as is the Hall and church c 1 mile to the W. Examination of both areas will allow the problem of settlement mobility/polyfocality to be examined.

ROMSEY, Hants

J Walker

Small market town in low riverine area. Settlement based around
Benedictine nunnery and small triangular market. Extensive ribbon development by the 13th century, and possibility of earlier planned element.
Town on Roman site; the links between this and the mid-Saxon foundation
of the Abbey at present unclear, excavation proceeding on this topic which
is also attempting to test validity of suspected planned element. Recent
excavations have been:
Narrow Lane
1st - 2nd century occupation with associated iron smelting capped by
14th century deposits. Work continuing.
The Abbey
A series of continuing excavations have revealed that this Benedictine nunnery has three major phases. I) Mid-Saxon chalk structures of
unknown form with associated cemetery. 2) Saxon stone church of cruciform plan and semi-circular apse. Associated with this are charcoal
burials (G14 860 ± 80) on a different alignment to those of phase I. 3)
12th century rebuild followed by a series of additions culminating in the
addition of a parish church in the 15th.
Church Street
16th century timber-framed buildings with associated bronze working.
Bibliography
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RYE, E Sussex

P Drewett

Small scale excavation failed to reveal traces of the town ditch,
which is historically documented.
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SAFFRON WALDEN, Essex

M R Petchey

Following excavations by S R Bassett during 1972/3, it was possible
to develop and test a new hypothesis of the town's morphology.
In 1975, the ditch of the castle's town bailey, postulated on the
evidence of the street pattern, was located and sectioned; it was 6m
wide x 4m deep, and went out of use in the later 12th or early 13th century, which corresponds well with the early 13th century date postulated
for the S extension of the town defined by the earthen defences, known in
their extant section as the Battle Ditches.
These ditches cut through what had been regarded as the Saxo-Norman
village that preceded the town established in the castle's town bailey.
In advance of development in 1976, an area was opened which confirmed this
hypothesis, though its results are still being assessed, and another season is contemplated.
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SCARBOROUGH, N Yorks

M Griffiths

There is a vast backlog of unpublished excavations at Scarborough,
though some notices have appeared in the Trans Scarborough Dist Archaeol
Soc. Scarborough Museum deals with small scale excavations and watching
briefs.
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SEAFORD, E Sussex

P Drewett

The results of excavations in 1976 suggest that the early town (pre13th century) was further to the S and E, perhaps nearer the quay. The
development of the land near the church for the first time in the late
medieval period may reflect prosperity and a growing population, or possibly a refocussing of activity away from the harbour.
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P Beswick

Sheffield City Museums annually carry out a short season of research
excavation at Sheffield Manor, a ruined 16th century house 1½ miles SE of
the City centre. It is a scheduled Ancient Monument and at present the
site most readily available in the City for archaeological work. Sheffield
Corporation finance-an on-going programme of excavation together with restoration of the surviving ruins with the ultimate intention of opening the
site to the public.
Built c 1525 as an alternative residence to Sheffield Castle by the
Talbot family, the Earls of Shrewsbury, the house replaced a medieval
hunting lodge, sited in the centre of Sheffield Park. The Dukes of Norfolk
inherited the Shrewsbury properties in the 17th century, and in 1708 had
the manor house at Sheffield partially demolished and the site leased to
tenant farmers and craftsmen.
No original plans or detailed descriptions of the house exist but
excavations to date have shown that the main building complex was ranged
round at least two courtyards and that the entrance was flanked by twin
red brick-faced octagonal towers. Excavation has identified several building phases, the earliest of which appear to relate to the medieval hunting
lodge. Building development is proving more complex than was expected from
architectural or historical evidence, and though much work remains to be
done, the excavations are also providing important late medieval and early
PM pottery and environmental evidence, hitherto lacking for the City. An
additional bonus has been the discovery of the only pottery kiln so far in
Sheffield, which in the early 18th century was built into the ruins of the
demolished house.
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SHREWSBURY, Shropshire

M O H Carver

Survey
The detailed collection and evaluation of all archaeological evidence
relating to early Shrewsbury was undertaken in 1974-5, in conjunction
with a programme of trial excavations, with special emphasis on the location and survival of deposits. The results showed that Shrewsbury was
unoccupied before the early middle ages, that it began probably as a group
of villages associated with river crossing, abbey and, presumably, burh,
and that it had scarcely obtained urban status by the 12th century. A
major planned redevelopmentwas carried out during the 13th century, and
resulted, with important exceptions, in the removal by levelling or terracing of much of the early settlement. The process continued, where
stone structures were to be founded, until the 15th and 16th century when
a new wave of timber-framed building gave birth to a group of grand town
houses, a large number of which survive.
Excavations at Pride Hill
Work in 1974-5 completed excavations at the site of a medieval stone
house built upon the Town Wall, and undertook detailed recording of the
standing building. These results and those of the previous two years'
excavations were collected, edited, and analysed, and the sequence reinterpreted. The earliest structure was a cess-pit surrounded by stakes
and containing Chester-type and Stamford-type wares of the 10th-12th century. It was superseded by the building of a town wall in red sandstone
ashlar in the mid-13th century. The river side of the wall was marshland
until the 18th century; the townward side was initially cultivated, but
was redeveloped when a house was erected on the wall in the 14th century,
and a way cut through to the river. The house comprised a stone cellar
with garderobe-cum-stair turret and two or more timber-framed stories
above. It was modified through a variety of residential and commercial
phases, ending in the 1960s as a largely brick-built office block.
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SOUTHAMPTON, Hants

P Holdsworth

Since 1971, the Southampton Archaeological Research Committee has
excavated many sites in the Saxon town and port (beneath the modern city
suburbs of Chapel and St Mary's), providing a wealth of information about
the domestic accommodation, local industries, and trade links with the
Continent.
It has long been supposed that the site for the port was chosen because a lagoon existed on the Itchen side of the Southampton peninsula
during the Saxon period. This lagoon was first postulated by Crawford
(1949); he blelieved it to have been formed by an extension of the Itchen
mouth shingle spit. Analysis of the sediments, taken from widely spaced
sites throughout the Saxon town and from locations from within the supposed lagoon has shown that this was not, in fact, a topographical feature
of the town.
Improved excavation and recording techniques have allowed for the
recovery of many partial ground plans of buildings. The buildings are
generally of individual post-hole construction, or of stake- and post-holes
within a continuous bedding trench. Occasionally, buildings of sill-beam
construction have also been noted. On a site close to the S edge of the
Saxon town, the partial ground-plans of two bow-sided buildings were recovered, and their existence in the town is attributed to trading contacts
with the North Sea littoral, where such buildings developed at an early
date (Holdsworth 1975).
Evidence for metalworking is recovered from most sites but the most
important recent discovery has been of a forge and furnace, associated
with one of the bow-sided buildings. The key-hole shaped smelting furnace and subsidiary bowl hearth were found inside the building against
the N wall-line. The features were seen to be contemporary with the occupation of the building, as a dense charcoal spread surrounding them
faded gradually towards the centre of the building but came to an abrupt
halt at the N wall line.
The origins of the local and imported wares found at Hamwih are of
immense importance when attempting to locate the town's trading areas;
consequently, they have been the subject of detailed research. Petrological analyses of the imported wares have indicated the sources of a
number of types. The major classes of imported pottery appear to have
been manufactured in Normandy, the Pas de Calais, the Ardennes, and the
Meuse regions. Of the smaller groups, particular attention has centred
around the red-painted wares and the Tating wares, both of which are remarkable variations of fabrics. The major problem of the latter is in
isolating it from the large ill-defined group of black wares when it occurs without its characteristic decoration. This great variety of pottery
is interesting as it suggests trade with several Continental ports.
The relationship which Hamwih had with Winchester was undoubtedly
of great importance to the port's development. However, Winchester's
role was probably that of an administrative centre rather. than one involving direct commercial links; there is an almost complete absence at
Winchester of the imported goods found at Hamwih. Trading was not just
with Wessex but also with Mercia, as is borne out by the coin evidence.
The large number of stones at Hamwih of Midlands origin has been commented on by Addyman and Hill (1969) and it is surely only a matter of time
before corroborative evidence is discovered from the growing number of
excavations in Middle Saxon Mercian towns.
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Summary of unpublished results, since 1976:
Hamwih
Six Dials (sites XXIII, XXIV)
A test-trench (site XXIII) revealed intensive mid-Saxon occupation;
Consequently major excavations (site XXIV) were carried out in 1977-9.
The site was first occupied c 700. One major road was found, and traces
of five buildings with associated paths and hard-standing areas. Ironworking was carried out on site and possibly bone-working and tanning
also. The general alignment of features revealed confirmed the regular
layout of the Saxon town. The last phase of the site was marked by the
digging of large pits of uncertain purpose, and after habitation had
ceased. The site was finally abandoned c 850. Work is in progress on
Phase II of the excavation (site XXVI).
Upper Bugle Street Phase III (1977)
The 10th century burh ditch was located across the site. The castle
'motte' ditch was also sectioned, and found to date from the early 12th
century. 12th and 13th century rubbish pits suggested properties fronting Simnel Street, which were probably replaced in the late 13th century
by two stone houses with cellars. Both houses were extended in the 14th
century. A fine group of 16th century Venetian glass came from the garderobe of one.
Upper Bugle Street Phase III E (1977-8)
The 10th century burh ditch was again located, but there was only
slight evidence of occupation from the 10th to the 12th century. In the
late 12th century the site was clearly occupied by two properties with
timber buildings fronting West Street (now under Castle Way). Both were
rebuilt in stone c 1250. Extensions were made to both before they were
destroyed by fire, probably during the French raid of 1338.
Westgate (1979)
Three areas were examined on this site. Traces of a mid--11th century timber building were found in Area 'C', together with a metalled
road and a group of late 11th century pits. Pits and partial structural
features in the other two areas of the same date indicate that occupation
commenced at about the same time over the whole site. In the late 11th
century part of the site became a cemetery. This was a totally unexpected find. Little structural evidence of the large medieval tenement of
'Bull Hall' was found to have survived late 18th century rebuilding and
19th century cellarage.
Bibliography
Addyman, P V, & Hill, D H,
1968, 1969

Saxon Southampton: a review of the evidence, Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol
Soc, 25 (1968), 61-93; 26 (1969), 61-96

Crawford, O G S, 1949

Trinity Chapel and Fair, ibid, 17 (1949))
45

Holdsworth, P, 1975

Two new structures from Saxon Southampton,
Archaeol Atlantica, 1, pt 2 (1975), 199205

92

Saxon Southampton: a new review, Medieval
Archaeol, 20 (1976), 26-61

Holdsworth, P, 1976
,

(ed),

1980

Excavations at Melbourne Street ,
Southampton, 1971-5, CBA Res Rep, 33

Keen, L, 1975

Illa mercimonia que dicitur Hamwih a
study in early medieval development,
Archaeol Atlantica, 1, pt 2 (1975), 165-90

Walker, J S F, 1978

Excavations in medieval tenements on the
Quilter's Vault site in Southampton,
Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc, 35
(1978), 183-216

SPALDING, Lincs

C M Mahany

With colonisation of the fens in the Roman period, the region became
settled by small native communities involved in salt making and stockrearing. This period is well documented by aerial photography, research
and stray finds. Unfortunately the site of the town itself was obliterated by post-Roman silts, so the status of Roman Spalding is still a
matter of conjecture.
By Domesday Spalding hadevolved as a royal estate centre related
to the wapentake of Elloe. The development of the town during the Middle
Ages was closely linked with the priory of St Mary and St Nicholas, founded in the late 11th century.
Archaeological work in recent years has consisted of a few small excavations; the new by-pass, if implemented, may provide opportunities for
more extensive survey in the future. The STEP scheme survey carried out
by the South Lincs Archaeology Unit made a comprehensive archive of archaeological and historical references to the town, and included work on
the priory records.
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STAFFORD, Staffs

M O H Carver

Survey
A detailed survey of all archaeological material from the town of
Stafford was undertaken in 1975 for WEMRAC by J Walker of Bradford University, and submitted by her as a dissertation for the degree of MA. The
results raised many doubts about the received doctrine of the origins of
Stafford and attempted a summary of the little that is certain. This
work is intended to form the introductory chapter to a Stafford monograph
which will include the Clark Street excavations (see below) and a catologue, summary, and assessment of the earlier excavations in Stafford,
all but one of which are unpublished.
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Clarke Street
Excavations for the DOE and WEMRAC were undertaken in 1975 primarily to establish the context of a large group of Chester-type wares discovered in trial excavations the previous year. They were found to have
been dumped in a mound on the edge of a marsh which had been revetted with
wattle work, and contained other large dumps of household and quasi-industrial debris of the late Saxon period. The site was much damaged at
the N end where the axial Eastgate Street led E across the marshy perimeter of the town, but large timber-post buildings were established off
the street at least from the 12th century. These were destroyed by fire
in the 13th century and the remainder of the sequence was removed by
levelling for cultivation in the PM period. The site was redeveloped in
the 19th century when Clarke Street was laid out. Peat laid down earlier
than the late Saxon deposits contained Roman pottery of the 2nd-4th
centuries, and the strata showed evidence of land reclamation. Specialist analysis of the marsh deposits, amplified by current work on the
adjacent 'King's Pool', is in progress. The pottery, 'Stafford ware',
differs slightly from both Chester ware and local Roman fabrics and is
being analysed as part of a WEMRAC research programme into the later Saxon pottery of the West Midlands.
Eastgate Street
A late Saxon pottery kiln and associated waster-pits were recorded
by M o H Carver in 1977 in advance of the construction of a police station and court. Substantial quantities of hard-fired pottery in a wide
variety of forms were recovered. This has been designated 'Stafford
Ware', and similar types have subsequently been recognised in other midland towns.
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STAINES, Surrey

M O'Connell & R Poulton

The town lies where the Roman road from Silchester to London crosses
the Thames and a military origin has been suggested for the initial phase
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of Roman occupation, The civil settlement that followed is referred to
as Pontes in the Antonine Itinerary and may have enjoyed the status of
a mansio. The recent excavation of four major sites by the Staines Archaeological Unit/Group (Crouch 1978) indicates that civil occupation had
begun by the 60s AD at the latest and was followed by a period of expansion and prosperty in the 2nd century, when Staines was a centre for the
production of lead-glazed pottery. The settlement suffered contraction
and decline in the 3rd century, contributed to or accentuated by flooding. Building was still taking place in the 4th century, however, and
occupation continued at least to c 400. There is evidence of Saxon occupation in the first half of the 5th century, but no clear picture as
yet of how the first Saxon population related to the late Roman settlement.
The late Saxon community probably centred on the parish church of
St Mary's on higher ground NW of the Roman settlement, but the main road
from London to Silchester at the Thames crossing once again became the
centre of activity with the development of Staines as a medieval market
town. Local industries in the 14th century included brewing and fulling,
while evidence of the manufacture of clay-pipes in the 17th century has
been uncovered in the course of excavation (Barker 1979).
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STAMFORD, Lincs

The Archaeology of Staines and the Excavation at Elmsleigh House, Trans London
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C M Mahany

Stamford, a late Saxon Anglo-Danish Borough, and medieval trading
town, has received a lot of attention since 1966, when the Stamford Archaeological Research Committee (later subsumed into the South Lincolnshire
Archaeological Unit) was founded. Previous to that a pottery kiln and a
site in High Street had been excavated. Altogether some fifteen excavations on various scales, have been undertaken. These include investigations into four religious houses, the castle, three pottery kilns, three
major urban excavations, and many smaller sorties.
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Sussex

P Drewett

Excavations during the 1960s and 1977 have produced evidence for late
Saxon urban occupation.
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STRATFORD ON AVON, Warwicks

H M Maclagan

Magnetometer survey undertaken at Tiddington RB site 1979. Not yet
published fully.
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SUTTON COLDFIELD, W Midlands

CBA Group 8, Newsletter, 22 (1979), 45

S Price & M Hodder

There has been no excavation within the historic town since 1976 but
a number of studies have been made. Since 1977, M Dillon, N Molyneaux and
S Price have been investigating and recording the buildings within the
Conservation Area as part of Birmingham City Museum's fieldwork programme
(WMNS (1977)20, 95-6).
In 1977, M Hodder prepared an archaeological survey of the borough
for a BA dissertation, (Dept of Ancient History and Archaeology, University
of Birmingham) involving a Sites and Monuments Record and a period by period
analysis of settlement in the area from prehistoric to c 1500. For summary
of conclusions on development of settlement in the area see WMNS (1977) 20,
27-8. Five sites were dealt with in some detail:
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1)

the Ancient Encampment, Sutton Park (prehistoric?). Undated earthwork

2)

Ryknield Street, Sutton Park (Roman)

3)

Sutton Coldfield Manor House, SE of the town (medieval). Observation of
pipe trench

4)

Sutton Park earthwork boundaries (medieval)

5)

Ennis House, 17 High Street (18th century).

The following general conclusions have been drawn concerning the development of settlement in the area:
Prehistoric
There are few finds or sites, though chance finds, mainly flint implements, are concentrated on the upland, the Sutton Plateau, in the W
of the area. Peat deposits in the valley of Longmore Brook in Sutton Park,
reaching a maximum depth of c 1m should supply valuable environmental
evidence. The only outlier from the general distribution pattern of
chance finds is a polished stone axe of Group VI from the Tame Valley, in
the SE of the area.
Roman
There is little evidence for settlement, possibly partly because of
degeneration of soils on the upland area after early deforestation and subsequent cultivation, the only site attributable to this period being the
well-preserved stretch Of Ryknield Street in Sutton Park. A coin hoard of
the 3rd century near Wigginshill, though, implies some activity in the
Tame Valley.
Early Medieval
There is no material evidence for pre-Conquest settlement.
Late Medieval
Several structures survive. There is a marked spread of rural settlement onto the Keuper Marl to the E of the town in the form of individual
homesteads, including four moated sites.
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TADCASTER, N Yorks

M Griffiths

Domestic standing building survey begun 1979 by Bradford University.
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TAMWORTH, Staffs

P A Rahtz

Since 1971 there has been work on the defences, on the castle, and
on the site of a Saxon watermill, which may not be an urban feature.
Town plan and topography
The evidence for this depends on the circuit of the Saxon and medieval defences, which are well known on three sides; it is still debateable whether the River Anker formed the fourth side, or whether the
defences returned along its bank. There is still no evidence that any
part of the street plan (other than the W gate) is of ancient date. The
only other topographical evidence is related to the sites of the AngloSaxon and medieval mills and their possible leats.
Continuity and origins
Gould suggested the possibility that Tamworth's origins were to be
sought in its use as the site of the palace where Offa attested charters,
and that the earliest line of defence or boundary found in the excavations was the 'palace boundary'. The model is that this was superseded by
the Aethelfledan burh which then developed urban characteristics. The
defences attributed to the burh continue at least in part on the earlier
line.
Urban churches
Nothing certain is yet known, but Meeson has excavated near the
supposedly ancient church of St Editha, and found pre-Conquest features.
Trade and industry
Evidence of local importation of pottery from neighbouring areas,
eg Stamford, ?Stafford, ?Nuneaton, and possibly from the Rhineland in 8th
century contexts. Importation of lava querns from the Rhineland for mill
in 8th century. Mill well preserved, horizontal-wheeled type, in two
phases, both 8th century; was it a feature of the early palace complex, as
its quality might suggest (Trent 1975) or an urban feature - if latter,
then urban origins early? (?Mid-9th - on dendro', Current Archaeol, 73 (1980),
61-3(ed))
Buildings
Apart from mill, early buildings include ?sunken huts and major posthole and trench buildings in town centre (Meeson), a castle, substantial
remains of whose gate were recently excavated by T MacNeill, and a wide
range of later urban town buildings being recorded by Meeson.
Environmental

evidence

Some from waterlogged mill area, not yet realised fully, but including mosses from distant habitats.
Work in progress
Report on excavations by Meeson in Church Street and by C Young in
Bolebridge Street and T MacNeill on Castle gate; Meeson has completed
his MA thesis at Birmingham on the structural history of the town.
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TAUNTON, Somerset

W Rodwell

In 1972-9 a continuous programme of excavation was undertaken. While
vast quantities of medieval and PM material were found, the evidence for
structures was very poor, and the Saxon burh was not even hinted at anywhere in the town centre. It is now believed that the main or only area
of early settlement is under the castle, where 11th century pottery has
been found. Excavations have taken place on town centre sites, on the
defences, on the site of the water-course which defined the W edge of the
town, and on the gatehouse area of the Augustinian priory. The lay cemetery of the priory has also been found.
The ceramic sequence yielded by Taunton is important for Somerset and
will be published in detail.
Sites in the town centre are constantly being redeveloped, but CRAAGS
will not undertake any further work in the foreseeable future: the academic returns are unlikely to justify further excavation.
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TEWKESBURY, Gloucs

W Rodwell

In 1976 Tewkesbury Borough Council discontinued all archaeological
work. When in post there, Hannan had undertaken several excavations
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work on the publication of which ceased when he moved to Northampton.
There is no prospect of further work in Tewkesbury, even if important
sites are redeveloped.
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THETFORD, Norfolk

Tewkesbury, in Historic Towns in Gloucestershire (ed R Leech)
S L Dunmore & R D Carr

In the 11th century Thetford was a major Anglo-Danish town, and between 1071 and 1095 was the seat of a bishop. However, both documentary
and archaeological evidence suggest that by c 1100 Thetford was undergoing a rapid decline which persisted throughout the 12th century. At
the same time, it began to move from its site on the S side of the Little
Ouse to the N bank. From the 12th to the 19th century, the abandoned
site of the late Saxon town was left virtually free of buildings.
General explanations for the prosperity and importance of late Saxon
Thetford are readily available but the reasons for its decline are obscure.
In a recent publication (E Anglian Archaeol 4) an attempt is made to analyse the evidence both for growth and decay, and to suggest potential
areas where archaeology may help to fill the considerable gaps remaining
in our knowledge of the town in the late Saxon and early medieval periods.
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TICKHILL, S Yorks

J R Magilton

Trial trenching at the N end of the town, W of Northgate, in 1964
(Buckland, unpublished) failed to locate any structures or pottery earlier than the 17th century. Excavations in 1973 by Buckland and Smith
on two burgage plots between the church and castle produced no occupation
evidence earlier than the 14th century, suggests that the plots represent
a late medieval or early PM allotment of land. Limited excavations in
1975 at the back of burgage plots facing the market place (Magilton, unpublished) located a complex of medieval rubbish pits and sectioned a
ditch over 2 m deep, running E-W, containing 14th century pottery. It
underlay the system of narrow-fronted burgage plots in the market area
and macro plant remains from the basal layers (D Williams, unpublished)
suggest an open-field environment.
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TORKSEY, Lincs

P Everson

The site of a Danish winter camp, recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, is as yet unlocated. A prosperous late Saxon borough and entrepot,
strategically sited to exploit the river trade of the Humber basin, and
with a thriving Saxo-Norman pottery industry. There are three churches
documented post-Conquest and two monasteries. The town has outstanding
potential, in that much of it is deserted and undisturbed by PM occupation.
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TOTNES, Devon

The Medieval Borough of Torksey: Excavations 1960-62, Antiq J, 44 (1964),
165-87
The medieval pottery industry at Torksey
Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology

No major archaeological research or publication since 1976. Study
of historic standing buildings at present being carried out for PhD thesis
by M Laithwaite - Exeter University. DOE revision of Listed Buildings
published 1978.
TOWCESTER, Northants

A E Brown

Excavation of a site 800 m SW of the Roman walled town uncovered a
stretch of the Roman road from Alchester to Towcester. Much of the ground
traversed by the road was poorly drained, and the various expedients resorted to overcome this were revealed, but from the standpoint of urban
archaeology the main interest of the excavation lay in the discovery that
the road had been lined with flimsy structures of timber and in all probability turf, in one instance incorporating in the floor re-used highquality sculptured and moulded stonework, representing workshops engaged
in the manufacture and/or repair of pewter and lead objects. This indicated an (apparently) short-lived industrial suburb some considerable distance from the walled town in the mid-4th century.
WALLINGFORD,

Oxon

R Carr, B G Durham, R Thomas, et al

Excavations since 1971 have included an unproductive trial trench
in the Millbrook area in 1974 in an area of presumed Roman occupation.
The Saxon defences have been sectioned in the Kine Croft. However, the
most important excavation was that of R Carr for the DOE in the outer
bailey of Wallingford Castle. Although some traces of pre-Castle material
were found, interest centred around a medieval 'cob' building which owed
its survival to the dumping of material over the outer bailey c 1250
when the Castle moat was deepened. The cob walls of the building stood
to a height of nearly 2m, while its external dimensions were 8.5 m by
12.50 m. The walls, two of which were line-plastered, had no footings.
There were three rooms in each of which were fires. None of the rooms
had a window but the impressions of door jambs remained in the cob. A
small excavation has also taken place in the site of St Michael's church
where a bell-pit was excavated.
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For the future Wallingford should present major opportunities for
the excavation of all aspects of a late Saxon and early medieval town
which are not paralleled in its region.
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WALTHAM ABBEY, Essex

P J Huggins

Waltham lies on a flood plain terrace E of the River Lea. The main
street pattern radiates from Market Place; to the N is the church of
Harold's secular college and the site of the Augustinian Abbey.
The town is said to have been founded c 1030, but place-name evidence suggests Saxon settlement c 500-550.
A deep loam level around Market Place suggests a small ditched Roman
settlement is centred thereabouts, Middle Saxon and Saxo-Norman occupation has been attested in several places; much of this is probably within
the manorial enclosure. A late Viking interlude, in the form of a turfwalled hall, is possibly the hunting lodge of Tovi who, c 1030, built the
first recorded church to house the Holy Cross: a palisade probably enclosed both hall and church. A Middle and/or late Saxon cemetery was
found in 1976 in the gardens at the NW of Sun Street.
The town developed to the W by c 1200 and, later, to the SW by the
infilling of swampy ground. Property boundaries and a map of c 1590
suggest that Sun Street may have been laid out in uniform plots with detached houses end-on to the street.
The above summary is based on over a dozen excavations since 1971 as
well as earlier work. Some of these excavations were in restricted sites
to sample the stratigraphy, others involved large areas during roadwork.
Timbers of extant buildings have been drawn including a corner-property
with 'dragon beam* ceiling.
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WAREAM, Dorset

D Hinton

Documentary references to Wareham in the post-Roman period, and the
survival of British inscriptions in St Mary's church, indicate that it
was the site of a minster and of an army assembly-place. It was a burh
in the early 10th century, and had two moneyers. In 1066 there were 285
houses.
Excavations have produced evidence of Roman occupation, but insufficient to indicate that Wareham should be regarded as a town at that
period. Nor is there any evidence (but a single sherd and a sceatta of
uncertain provenance), to suggest that it was a port while Hamwih (Saxon
Southampton) was flourishing. The walls have three major phases, the
earliest being post-Roman; a timber rampart was replaced by a stone wall
in the late Saxon period, and there may have been a double ditch.
Excavations in North Street have shown that occupation near the gate
began in the 10th century, and gradually intensified. The construction
of the church of St Martin, the most complete urban Saxon church in England, can be seen as a response to population growth, as well as being
a strong-point by the gate. In East Street, not one of the town's through
roads, occupation began at a later date, perhaps as a result of the loss
of space caused by the insertion of the Norman castle. The outer bailey
ditch of this has now been found behind West Street, and accounts for
the curved line still visible in that road. The early date often ascribed to other elements in Wareham's town plan is called in question by
the discovery that Dollins Lane is of a relatively late date.
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WARWICK, Warwicks

H Maclagan

Recent excavations/watching briefs have been undertaken by H C Mytum,
Keble College, Oxford
WELLS, Somerset

W Rodwell

Survey 1975-7 and excavation 1978-9 have demonstrated that there is
much surviving below-ground evidence while virtually every ecclesiastical
structure ever erected survives in whole or in part. The town plan is
now recognised as probably of late Saxon origin and the site of the pre1180 cathedral has been located S of the existing building. It has been
shown that there are some 3 m of stratified deposits around the springs
or 'wells' containing buried conduits, sluices and other structures associated with medieval hydraulic engineering. Work on the standing buildings, particularly the Vicars' Close and the W front of the cathedral, is
in progress.
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WEYMOUTH, Dorset

Lead Plaques from the Tombs of the
Saxon Bishops of Wells, Antiq J, 59
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Weymouth consist of two separate ports recorded from the early 12th
century, Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, united in 1571. Current work is
attempting to date and trace the successive reclamation and renewal on
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the E and W sides of the Melcombe peninsula. Other recent work has been
limited to watching briefs and recording of chance finds.
WIMBORNE MINSTER, Dorset

P Woodward

A monastery was founded c 705; there is no direct evidence for a town
prior to Domesday, but it is likely that a settlement did grow up around
the Saxon monasterywith its minster church. The street pattern suggests
that it was laid out around the minster on a rectilinear grid with N-S
and E-W axial roads. A substantial part of this town is probably located
under the corn Market, as far as the square and west street to the

N, and

subsequently expanded with 'New Borough' suburbs in the 13th century; to
the N (E and W Boroughs), to the SW (The Leaze), and across the River
Allen to the E (around St Catherine's Chapel, demolished in the 18th century).
Although this outline has been established by relating documentary
research to topography, an exact delineation of the various phases is not
clear. Archaeological excavation within the historic core would hope to
answer detailed questions in the development of the town.
Three areas within the medieval framework of the town
in 1979. Excavations between the Saxon Minster church and
failed to define any ecclesiastical circuit. 13th century
structures followed by 16th century stone buildings on the
frontage were found with open 'orchard' areas behind.

were examined
Cornmarket
pits and
Corn Market

Areas to the N of Market Square on E Borough, and between High Street
and the river showed no evidence for a distinct town circuit. 13th century pits on the Market frontage followed by a series of later buildings
were found with open areas behind and laid off E Borough, the back-lane
of a two street plan.
These excavations have so far given no support to the possibility
that the area N of the Minster was part of a regularly planned town in
the Saxon/early medieval period.
WINCHELSEA, E

Sussex

A C King

Excavation by A King for Sussex Archaeological Field Unit in Gorman
Street revealed substantial foundations for a town house of two main
periods, probably built soon after the establishment of New Winchelsea
c 1290. The main structure was a simple hall parallel to the street with
a minor building behind; c 1360 the house was radically altered by shortening the main hall and adding a quasi-aisle at the back. A facade wall,
possibly a stairway, and a pavement were added along the front and other
rooms along the back.
The excavations confirmed the published plan of the original layout
(in Sussex Archaeol Collect, 88 (1949) of the town and also demonstrated
that little change from the original allocations took place in the medieval period. It was also seen that many of the larger plots must have
contained gardens or orchards, even in the middle of the town. The addition of rooms to the back of the house c 70 years after it was built
perhaps indicates an increase in population in the mid-14th century.
The excavation confirms the documentary evidence of Winchelsea's depopulation from the late 15th century. The house excavated was held by
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Stephen Aurifaber (goldsmith), but no trace of any industrial process
was found. Green slates were found from the period I house, re-opening
the question of trade from Belgium.
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WINCHESTER, Hampshire

K E Qualmann

Excavation in the city since 1972 has been undertaken by the Winchester City Archaeologist on the staff of Winchester City Museum. Working to research priorities established as a result of the 1961-71 excavations directed by M Biddle, the City Archaeologist has developed a policy
of selective excavation within the opportunities afforded by redevelopment proposals.
In Winchester's N suburb rescue excavation has produced evidence for
a changing pattern of organization and land-use in the Roman period. At
Hyde Abbey part of an extra-mural settlement which was apparently expanded as a planned suburb in the 4th century has been excavated. Part of
the main N cemetery of the Roman town, including a phase of pre-Flavian
graves has been excavated at Victoria Road., A section through the
Winchester-Mildenhall road has demonstrated a complex history of rearrangement and re-alignment during four centuries of use. Roadside
'strip development" of shops and work-shops probably of late 2nd century
date was found W of the road. There was evidence in the area E of the
road for organized suburban development between the mid- 3rd and late 4th
centuries. The cemetery was expanded W of this road in the mid 4th century, and the group of 125 inhumations excavated from this area should
provide valuable comparison both with contemporary graves from Lankhills
(Winchester Studies 3 part II) to the N and with the earlier graves to
the E.
W of the city a similar pattern of late Roman growth has been revealed. At Crowder Terrace evidence for suburban encroachment on formerly
agricultural land was obtained from a site which also produced a tip
of 'off-cuts' from a possible late 1st century bone working industry.
At New Road the partially filled defensive ditch of the Oram's Arbour
Iron Age settlement was found to have been used as a linear cemetery in
the 4th century (Winchester Excavations forthcoming).
Evidence for the early development and subsequent decline of the
medieval city's W suburb has been found. At St Paul's Church the small
excavated part of the possibly pre-Conquest church of St Anastasius
overlay earlier phases of domestic occupation. Along Sussex Street
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a level platform created from upcast resulting from digging of the E
town ditch was used for construction of timber buildings apparently contemporary with or earlier than pits containing late 9th-10th century pottery. These and pits of similar date from the nearby New Road site point
to fairly intensive occupation in the W suburb at about the time of
Alfred's reorganization of the city. The contents of these and recently
excavated pits from Chester Road in the E suburb are providing a growing
body of pre-Conquest environmental information.
The only substantial excavation within the walled city took place on
the site of Nunnaminster, with the Old and New Minsters one of Winchester's
three great Saxon religious houses. The results of this work which located the junction of the S and W ranges of the Norman cloisters, will be
published in Winchester Studies 4.
Three sites in the medieval W suburb - Crowder Terrace, Sussex Street,
and New Road - have provided evidence for a re-organization of properties
in the early 13th century. The general trend seems towards amalgamation
of small units into larger properties marked by substantial boundary ditches. This contrasts with the evidence for continued intensive occupation
throughout the 13th century at Victoria Road in the N suburb, and by recent work at St John's Street in the E suburb which suggests dense settlement throughout the medieval period.
Since 1974 the City Archaeologist has been responsible for the 163,000
acre area of the Winchester District, including three small medieval towns.
Future research will include excavation and fieldwork designed to investigate both the origins and development of these towns and their relationship
to Winchester as secondary centres.
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WORCESTER, Hereford

&

Worcs

M O H Carver & J Sawle

Excavations for the DOE and WEMRAC were undertaken in 1976 at
Sidbury E of the cathedral and within the medieval walls with a view to
defining the Roman and Anglo-Saxon settlements. The earliest Roman levels
reported below contained the frequently surfaced metalled road from
Glevum (Gloucester) and at least one hearth, possibly industrial. The
road became covered over with a fine compact sand on top of which was
laid an uneven pebble and slag cobbling on a similar alignment to the
Glevum road, but nearly 10 m wide. Along its W flank the few postholes and timber slots that had survived subsequent cellaring indicated
a street frontage parallel to the street boundary, itself marked with a
stake fence. Between fence and frontage had run wooden water pipes On
the pebble surface itself, unworn zones and shallow post-holes indicated
ephemeral structures, about which were spread large quantities of butchered cattle bone. This scene, interpreted as the remains of a street
market, was buried by 200-300 mm of gravel-stained loam containing pottery of the 4th century and earlier. Deposits later than this had been
removed by levelling for redevelopment in the 16th century.
Evidence for the intermediate period was recovered from truncated
pits cut through the pebble surfaces; the earliest of these to be identified were late Saxon in date and contained pottery of Chester type
(Hereford variant>, St Neots type, Stamford type, and limestone-tempered
fabrics paralleled at Oxford and Gloucester. New groups of 12th century
pottery were recovered from pits and wells. Pits of the 13th century
and later followed boundaries in use until the 19th century. The 16th
century redevelopment, indentified from latrine, rubbish, and industrial
pits, stone culverts and a possible tile kiln, was destroyed by fire in
the mid-17th century. Among the terminal pit groups were a Spanish lustreware plate and an early Midlands yellow chafing dish. Mapped development
continued thereafter into the 20th century.
Summary of work undertaken since 1976
In 1977, excavation of 23-29 Sidbury (medieval levels dug by M O H
Carver 1976) continued under the direction of J Sawle. Several phases
of activity were recorded, all dated to the Roman period. Post excavation in progress. Knowledge of the topography and layout of Roman
Worcester is based largely upon the salvage work carried out by Barker
in the late 1960s (Barker 1968-g) and is obviously only slight. He recorded a major ditch (some 9Oft wide and 5ft deep) on the Lich Street site
(HWCM 545), which he interpreted as being part of an encircling defence
around the high ground on which the Cathedral (HWCM 120) now stands. It
was dated to the late 2nd century by pottery in its primary silts. If
this alignment is correct then it would just pass to the N W of the
Sidbury site (HWCM 117) l He also suggested the existence of two suburbs
outside this defensive circuit, one being in the Broad Street area, where
he recorded evidence of iron working on a large scale and the other in
Sidbury. The 1976 excavations have borne out this latter suggestion.
A study of the Roman phase plans shows that the primary alignment
in all phases is from S E to N W. The earliest feature, the ditch of
phase 1, butt-ended in the N W corner, and the later roadways all appear
to be aligned to this corner. The ditch is of great interest because it
may be part of a 1st century defence; but because of the limited opportunities for examining it in detail it is difficult to estimate its entire
course.
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There was a problem of subsidence into this filled-up ditch for the
later roadways, and several attempts were made at consolidation, the
most elaborate being that of a timber-framed platform (phase 3). This
might also have been part of a support structure over another ditch
which did not appear on the site but may have been just to the NW.
Even in phase 6, when the pebble and slag road was constructed,
problems of slumping were encountered at its NW end. The construction
of such a road attests the presence of industrial activity and judging
by its thickness, a large amount of heavy traffic. The iron-smelting
factory observed by Barker on the Broad Street site (HWCM 346) was dated
by him to the late 2nd - early 3rd century and he also encountered a
roadway of similar thickness and constructed of similar materials to
that found on the Sidbury site, which may also be dated to the late 2nd
century. The wooden water pipes and the square four-posted structure may
have been built for industrial use, and the 'round-house' might have been
an industrial, rather than domestic, building.
In 1979, J Sawle excavated three sewer pipe trenches on the site
of the medieval Gustern Hall of Worcester Cathedral. The S wall of the hall,
the SW porch and an undercroft to the S, with a flight of steps were uncovered.
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YORK, N Yorks

P V Addyman

York lies more or less at the centre of the Vale of York, here some
20 miles (32 km) wide. At this point the river Ouse cuts through a low
but broad glacial ridge which sweeps across the Vale to provide one of
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the few natural routeways linking the Wolds and East Yorkshire to the
Pennines and the rest of Yorkshire to the W. Scattered finds of prehistoric material have been made over the years along the moraine, concentrating near the Ouse crossing point just SE of the centre of modern
York.
Roman settlement at York is assumed to have begun with the establishment of a legionary fortress on the spur of land between the Ouse
and its tributary the Foss during Petillius Cerialis' N campaign of AD
71, which occupied this site until the 5th century. Borehole data show
that the fortress site was once a much more obvious plateau than it is
today, with steep slopes down to the Foss and Ouse.
Excavations within the fortress at Blake Street in 1975 revealed
pits, ditches and postholes containing Flavian pottery of the 60s, including some early imports. These features, too few to indicate the
nature of the earliest Roman occupation, were evidently not on the alignment of the later fortress, and may represent pre-legionary activity.
They were succeeded by timber buildings with mortar floors and planked
drains on the fortress alignment. These late 1st century buildings were
themselves replaced early in the 2nd century by limestone-based structures,
on the same alignment but completely replanned and repositioned. The
site is in the praetentura and a cross street was found, flanked on both
sides by buildings. One series was probably the end of barracks. The
other included a kitchen-like building, internal passage, rooms with opus
signinum floors, a drain and an outside cistern. These, subdivided, remodelled and altered on several occasions, but in use until at least the
late 4th century, were probably part of a tribune's house.
A similar succession of buildings, from 1st century timber structures
to 2nd century stone ones on the same alignment but in different positions, was revealed in various small excavations in the E quarter of the
praetentura, in Aldwark and Bedern. Very substantial stone structures,
evidently part of a large bath complex some 85m by 85m, were found in
Church Street; and the sewer system which served it, initially constructed in massive blocks of Millstone Grit, then added to in limestone, was
also excavated (Whitwell 1976, MacGregor 1976, Buckland 1976). A similar sewer was excavated at the Minster in 1973, serving the principia,
itself investigated in the excavations of 1967-73.
These excavations within the fortress provided valuable new data
on the layout of the fortress - several internal cross streets were located in the various investigations - and on its occupational history.
This was supplemented by various excavations on its defences. Research
investigations by Wenham modified the sequence established by Millar in
the 1920s near the E corner. The Trust has cut through the SE defences
at the Bedern, finding a well-preserved turf rampart with intervallum
buildings and later facing in Millstone Grit. In Parliament Street the
Severan wall was encountered, standing 16 ashlar courses high. The
limestone wall was founded on deep mortar footings over oak piles. The
SW (river front) defences have also been excavated: the 4th century multangular interval tower SW5 was found to have had a timber predecessor.
The sequence of ramparts, walls, towers, intervallum buildings and roads,
and the adjacent ditch systems, were all recorded (Sumpter & Coll 1977).
Between the fortress walls and the rivers Foss and Ouse various
industrial, commercial and civil buildings seem to have rapidly been
established in early Roman times, and these areas remained heavily occupied until the 4th century. Under what is now Hunt Court in Aldwark
two 1st century roads began a sequence of occupation including various
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industrial activities, some legitimate (pottery wasters were found) and
some illegitimate (moulds for counterfeit coins of the reign of Severus
were found), and a 4th century mosaic. At Coppergate, near the banks of
the river Foss, several inhumation burials suggest an early Roman cemetery, but the riverbank slopes were later occupied by timber buildings,
eventually replaced by substantial stone ones, and finally by a circular
timber structure of late or post-Roman date. On the Ouse bank at Coney
Street a granary was established as early as c 75, to be burnt and rebuilt after a disastrous pest infestation (Kenward & Williams 1979). Even
outside the NW defences of the fortress, in Gillygate, timber buildings
of the 1st and 2nd century have been located, and various excavations
have shown that by the 2nd century industrial activities were in progress
on the glacial plateau to the SW of the river Ouse (Carver, Donaghey, &
Sumpter 1978).
The area SW of the river seems to have been systematically developed
as Colonia Eburacensis in the late 2nd and early 3rd century, perhaps
under Severus. One large and elaborate building, heavily robbed, with
three ranges including possibly the caldarium of a bath suite, was built
over an artifical terraced platform constructed c 200. The building continued in use throughout the 4th century. Excavations nearby in Skeldergate (Carver, Donaghey & Sumpter 1978, for both sites) revealed a sequence
of seven riverside roads and various structures nearby. These included
a well with impressive hydraulics, shored digging shaft, and oak lining
with varied and complex joints. It produced a rich biota (Hall, Kenward
& Williams 1980) expressive of a built-up 4th century environment, with
grain and other stores nearby. Peat had been used, presumably as fuel;
and cultivars included box, and hemp, perhaps imported. These colonia
sites produced enough ceramic evidence to define local Roman pottery preferences (Perrin 1981).
A substantial Roman house in Clementhorpe, some way from the main
colonia area, was partly excavated. A large apsidal room, perhaps a
triclinium, with badly destroyed mosaic, was flanked by at least two adjacent rooms, one with a damaged 4th century mosaic. The house probably
had rooms arranged along a corridor with views down a terrace to the
river Ouse. An inscription of c 221, a dedication by the already known
negotiator L Viducius Placidus of Rouen, was found in layers above this
building, which eventually flourished well into the late 4th century and
is but another indicator of the considerable prosperity of 4th century
York, by then a town of capital status.
The thriving and vigorous 4th century city is well represented in
the archaeological record. For the 5th century there is hardly any archaeological record at all. The recent excavations have produced a few
fragments of pottery (Holdsworth 1978, 4) and rare individual finds, of
which a barred comb (MacGregor 1975) is the most noteworthy. A C-14
determination of black deposits above Roman layers in Peter Lane (HAR 2708: AD 470 + 80 (1480 + 80 bp)) perhaps suggest an approach for future
research to deposits which come stratigraphically at the end of a Roman
sequence, even though they may not contain obviously post-Roman artefacts.
Even in the 7th and 8th centuries there are very few artefacts to help
characterise the layers. A small timber structure and associated pits
in Blake Street, in the legionary praetentura, are typical: the associated
finds were bones, Roman pottery and one Eanred sceatta (AD 810-841). Deposits of this type have now been found in a number of places. The postRoman sequence in the riverside street Skeldergate, in the colonia, begins
with small structures evidently set out in relation to the street, with
few associated finds except for a few pieces of Tating ware. A similar
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sequence seems to be emerging in the Coppergate excavations, where dark,
more or less featureless layers, below Anglo-Scandinavian houses of c
900 contain few finds and vestigial remains of structures, already more
or less related to the line of the nearby street. A scatter of 8th and
9th century metalwork was unexpectedly found under a swimming pool, well
outside the city centre, beyond Walmgate. Here most contemporary deposits
had been disturbed but one refilled well contained in its top the burnt
daub of a former structure with coins of Eadberht (737-758), and an important cross brooch (Addyman 1976, 28-9), but no pottery other than
Roman. Such finds indicate where centres of pre-Viking occupation are
to be found. So far, however, the only significant deposits were those
under York Minster, excavated 1967-73, which produced finds, including
sculpture of superlative quality, properly expressive of York's cultural
role in the Golden Age of Northumbria.
Despite the relative dearth of archaeological evidence it is clear
that York was a reasonably prosperous and populous city when captured by
a Scandinavian army in 866. Following the settlement of Northumbria in
876 it was evidently refortified, replanned and expanded to become a
centre of defence, administration, manufacture and trade. Several recent
excavations have given evidence of this. At sites in Skeldergate, Peter
Lane, 5-7 and 6-12 Coppergate, 6-8 Pavement, Walmgate, and in Aldwark
Anglo-Scandinavian building remains were found evidently set out in relation to streets on the same positions as the adjacent modern streets.
In most cases the property boundaries were recognisably those of the medieval and later plots. The structures, particularly in the pavementCoppergate area, were tightly packed together, gable-end to street, on
long narrow plots running back from the street front. There have been
two main excavations in this area. At Lloyds Bank, 6-8 Pavement, ten
phases of building, first in post and wattle, then with oak foundation
beams, were recovered, and evidence of various parts of the tanning, leather working and cobbling industries was found. At 6-12 Coppergate excavations 1976-81 revealed
four
long narrow tenements, almost completely
investigated to pre-Viking levels. The first buildings, laid out about
or just about 900, were of post and wattle, gable end to the street, between post and wattle fences (Addyman 1980). Behind the street front
buildings there were others of similar construction. After several rebuilds both series were replaced by buildings dug from 1 - 1.5m into the
ground, constructed with squared upright wall posts on lipped foundation
beams or on plank pads set in foundation trenches refilled after construction (Addyman 1979 & 1980). The walls themselves were of horizontal split
oak planks,. mostly outside the wall posts but in one, case also inside,
giving a cavity wall. Some of these buildings had joists and one retained
carefully fitted floor planks. Several had internal fittings, such as a
plank-lined drain or a store box made of planks set upright into the
floor. A shutter was found near one building, and traces of various
other furniture and fittings were recovered. In the long narrow plots
behind the buildings, defined by continuations of the fences, were wells,
one lined with a hollowed poplar bole; storage and rubbish pits and latrines. In one phase some of the properties had post-built structures at
the rear of the yards-cum-gardens in which the pits were dug. These must
have stood near the riverside and may have been warehouses. The buildings make sense as an integrated series, with goods offloaded from the
river Foss, stored in riverside warehouses, and taken as required to workshops from which manufactured goods could be transferred to the street
front buildings, evidently houses, where they were no doubt sold through
a street-front shop. Unfortunately the street front itself was not available for excavation.
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The Coppergate excavation produced evidence of a number of industries: glass making by the batch process (glass-covered pot sherds in the
latest pre-Viking and earlier Viking levels); metal working (lead, bronze
silver and gold crucibles, soapstone ingot moulds); die cutting and perhaps coin production (trial strikes on lead were found for coins of
Athelstan or Eadwy (by the Chester moneyer Frothric); and a die, unique
in pre-conquest numismatics, for St Peter's pence of c 920 was also found).
By products were found from bone and antler working (two trial pieces,
one for Trewhiddle style ornament and one for a panel in Jellinge style),
amber and jet working, wood turning on pole lathes, (Addyman 1976; 1977)
and spinning and weaving.
The Coppergate community received imports from various parts of
Europe and Asia. A Red Sea cowrie, several silk items and a counterfeit
Samarqand dirham all indicate Eastern connections. From Scandinavia come
amber and whetstones. Badorf and red painted pottery and metalwork indicate
connections with the late Carolingian world.
Excavations or watching briefs in various York churches show that
several were already in existence in Anglo-Scandinavian times. St Mary's,
Castlegate, produced structural evidence and much sculpture (Addyman 1975).
St Helen-on-the-Walls originated in this period (Magilton 1980). All
Saints, Pavement was evidently there by this time. Detailed structural
survey of the tower of St Mary's, Bishophill Junior, revealed the constructional sequence and methods, the putlog systems, and reuse of Roman and
Anglo-Scandinavian stones. Reused timber in the adjacent nave roof may
come from an original nave (Addyman 1980).
York was devastated in the wake of the Norman conquest but had recovered by the early 12th century and maintained its preeminence in N
England until late medieval times. Rescue archaeology in the 1970s provided opportunities to trace the development of several large areas of the
medieval city thought to be representative of different neighbourhoods.
Two Skeldergate tenements, on the riverside street SW of the Ouse, were
traced from an original layout in the 9th or early 10th century to the
18th century. Excavations nearby between Skeldergate and the river showed
the river margins had been reclaimed in late medieval times using sandfilled stone coffer dams based on tree trunk foundations. In the medieval
marketshire, at 6-12 Coppergate, a sequence of occupation of four AngloScandinavian tenements was traced through to early PM times. Off Goodframgate an alley was traced through from late 12th century origins, and
detailed evidence of the bell founding industry situated in this central
area of the-city was recovered. In Aldwark parts of several properties
have been excavated, some to Anglo-Scandinavian and some to 12th century
origins. A pair of tenements in Walmgate, near the E extremity of the
walled city, were found to have been laid out in Anglo-Scandinavian times
and to have been continuously occupied thereafter, variously by pewterers, potters and tilers, and in PM times, by tanners perhaps specialising in parchment preparation (Addyman 1978). Outside Monk Bar to the NE
of the city a small part of the 12th century suburb of Newbiggin was excavated, though its parish church of St Maurice proved to have been destroyed in 19th century rebuilding. No trace of the extra-mural church
of All Saints, Fishergate, were found on the traditional site in the
Cattle Market, Paragon Street, but excavations here in advance of construction of a swimming pool located what was probably a windmill base.
The cemetery, however, was subsequently found near Fawcett Street in a
watching brief.
One small medieval parish church, St Helen-on-the-Walls, and its
cemetery have been excavated to provide a type study of the population
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and church of a poor intra-mural parish (Magilton 1980; Dawes and Magilton 1980). The original church was a single cell stone structure built
in the 10th century over Roman buildings. A chancel was added in the
12th century and later extended before the church was rebuilt in the late 14th/
early 15th century; it was further extended before being declared redundant c
1550 and subsequently demolished. Some 1200 burials were excavated providing data on the physical characteristics, longevity and health of the
medieval population.
The hospital of St Mary in the Horsefair was excavated (Addyman 1975,
227-31) to provide a type study of one of the 23 hospitals and maisons
dieu of medieval York. The institution began life as a chapel in the
12th century, extended for use as a Carmelite church (1253-95). It was
converted into use as a hospital in 1318, when the buildings were subdivided and extended, and eventually provided with latrines, wells and cemetery. The hospital continued in use with minor modifications until 1557.
Limited excavation of Clementhorpe nunnery (Addyman 1976, 39) showed
that it incorporated remains of an earlier building. Part of two ranges
of what may have been claustral buildings were uncovered, with numerous
burials. Excavation of a part of the Franciscan friary began in 1981.
Much of the site of the college of the Vicars Choral in The Bedern
is scheduled for development and the surviving hall and chapel for restoration. The hall, investigated during consolidation, incorporated the side
wall of an earlier building, of which the rest was uncovered in excavation.
The chapel and most of the rest of the college were excavated 1973-80. The
college, founded in 1252, had been built in an open area behind Goodramgate,
perhaps gardens. Initially two long aisled ranges flanked Bedern, with
other buildings to the SW. These were progressively subdivided then replaced with later units so that by late medieval times Bedern was flanked
by a number of small individual houses, each with hearth and latrine,
linked by passages and alleys. The 14th century hall was provided with
pantry/buttery and separate square kitchen. The accommodation was supplemented in the 14th century by ranges round a garden court with path
and well. They accommodated amongst other things the brew house, and a
latrine block was added at one corner. The college passed into secular
use in the 16th century (Annu Reps Yorks Phil Soc 1975-1980).
The city defences, scheduled ancient monuments, have only incidentally been the subject of archaeological investigation. The interior of
Tower C in Marygate was excavated during underpinning, confirming its
construction as part of the 1266, building campaign on the St Mary's
Abbey defences. At l-5 Aldwark the rear of the rampart was encountered
and shown to date to Anglo-Scandinavian times. Behind it in the 13th century was a very deep entrenchment, perhaps an internal ditch, which contained a complete medieval ladder. Excavations SW of tower 32 in Aldwark
revealed a bank and ditch of Anglo-Scandinavian date, also noted in sewer
works as it crossed Aldwark. This perhaps represents a defence for the
contemporary city W of the river Foss. In Paragon Street, outside Walmgate Bar the outer edge of the city ditch was encountered. Along it in
the 15th century there had evidently run a fence or palisade. The river
walls were shown in two places to have reached their present position and
form in the 16th century, in Skeldergate and in Coney Street, where excavations behind No 39 showed a massive 12th century river wall, with
subsequent reclamation suggesting considerable encroachment on the river
channel.
Although priority has been given to investigation of the earlier
periods of York's archaeology almost all sites have produced PM deposits,
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and the opportunity presented by demolition and alteration to supplement
the RCHMs record of standing buildings has been taken. The 3-bay 3storey house of c 1620-30 at 29-31 Coney Street, with its rich internal
fittings, was recorded before demolition, demonstrating the prosperity
which came in the wake of the Council of the North's presence in York.
Limekilns on the site of Clementhorpe nunnery, perhaps used in connection with post-Reformation demolition, provide examples of an industry
once common in York. On several sites excavated in or near the city centre long narrow trenches, often filled with ash, rubble or rubbish, have
been encountered, dating from the 16th to 18th centuries. Though enigmatic they are perhaps best explained as dug for the disposal of night soil.
In the coordinated programme of excavations throughout the 1970s
the opportunity has been taken to investigate the ecology and environmental conditions of the city, from its pre-urban phase, when developed soils
are encountered, through its progressively intensive occupation. A general picture has emerged of an excellently maintained community in Roman
times; a period of near abandonment in early Anglian times - though here
the evidence is less than satisfactory - and the rapid development of a
dank, damp and organic-rich city in Anglo-Scandinavian times, There seems
to have been a slow but progressive improvement in the medieval period rubbish pit digging perhaps improving things in the 13th century, the
provision of proper latrines helping in the 14th and 15th - until something
like the standards of Roman York were again achieved. The general lack of
PM rubbish deposits may hint that the plagues of Tudor York at lastbrought
the inhabitants to undertake rubbish disposal outside the city area. The
food sources of York, have been studied through the animal bones, grain,
seeds and other biological remains, fishbones and shells.
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APPENDIX

Late Entries

BEVERLEY, Humberside

P Armstrong

Excavations by Humberside Archaeological Unit took place in Lurk
Lane and Hall Garth in 1980. The site at Lurk Lane, S side of Beverley
Minister and E of Hall Garth has been found to contain a succession of
structures aligned on the same axis as the present Minister and tentatively identified as Collegiate buildings of the Church.
The latest major phase of Construction dating to c 1300 (but with
modifications in the 15th century using brick), comprised a ground plan
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in three parts; a N-S under-crofted hall 6.8m wide by greater than 13.4m
long with a possible staircase tower at the SW corner, opposite, to the
SE, a sanitary block with integral garderobe and external single flight
stairs, and spacious U-shaped arcade erected upon six piers representing
part of the substantial W range of the complex. Occupation until the 16th
century is indicated by material over-lying a pitched chalk courtyard
16.00m long, E-W by 6.4m lying at the rear of the building on the S.
This chalk phase constitutes a major structural upgrading of a timberframed aisled hall of at least six bays, constructed in the late 12th
century on chamfered limestone padstones. This hall was enhanced by the
addition of an E cross wing, probably two storeyed. A second 12th century
structure of stone and chalk, to the S, and separated from the hall by a
pond, contained reused Norman masonry and may be a detached kitchen contemporary with the hall and its subsequent replacement. A timber-framed
annexe was added to this building and later improved as a larger structure raised on chalk footings.
An earlier hall building of 11th century date constructed of earthfast posts is currently under excavation occupying a similar ground plan
to the padstone based timber-framed hall. Evidence of earlier structural
phases exists on the site and finds of residual Middle Saxon pottery and
coins strongly suggest that occupation in the area began in the 8th century possibly relating to the monastic establishment traditionally recorded to have been founded here c 700 by the former bishop of York and Hexham,
the subsequently canonised John of Beverley. Work continues.
A watching brief on a sewer scheme cutting the W platform edge of the
Archbishops' of York moated maror of Hall Garth was followed by limited
excavation when the inner abutment of a timber bridge structure was encountered of Rigold type IIIc. Two parallel E-W sole plates, each scarfjointed and lying across the bottom of the moat, were trenched to accommodate two N-S transverse plates, one 4.20m long tying the E end, the
other 7.82m long forming the base of a trestle. Squared timber verticals
and corner braces, survived to a height of 1.50m. The box frame of the
abutment, which measured internally 3.05m by 2.95m was encased on three
sides, N W, and S, by boards, 0.04m thick on average. A dendrochronological date for the felling of the timbers between 1315 and 1330 has been
established.
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BOURNE, Lincs

Beverley, in Medieval Britain in 1980,
Medieval Archaeol, 25 (1981)
C M Mahany

There has been no systematic programme of archaeological research in
Bourne. Chance finds have indicated that the area was of some importance
in the Roman period, and in the Late Saxon period the settlement was an
important estate centre with a church which was possibly a minster. A
recent examination of the historical sources has located the pre-Conquest
settlement and estate nuclei and suggested that the present town is a 12th
century replanning associated with the construction of the castle. Recent excavations have revealed that the town was a centre for the production of pottery in the late Middle Ages.
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INDEX

Note: this index of the foregoing entries can only be a very partial
index of recent discoveries and results, or of research in progress. For
many topics the words "and in major towns" have been added.
AQUEDUCT, Roman: Farnham, Kelvedon
AUGUSTINIAN FRIARS, see Religious Houses
BATHS, see Buildings, Roman
BELL-FOUNDING, Saxon: Gloucester; Med: Chichester, Wallingford, York;
PM: London (City)
BLACKFRIARS, see Religious Houses
BONES, Animal: studies in progress in most major towns
BONES, Human: studies in progress in most major towns - eg Cirencester,
Dorchester, London (City), Winchester, York
BONE WORKING, see Industry;
BRIDGE, Roman: Droitwhich Med: Beverley (appendix), Bristol, Exeter, London
(pre-Norman), Pleshey
BRONZE WORKING, see Industry
BUILDINGS, Roman
basilica: Exeter, London
basilical building: Dorchester
baths: Buxton, Canterbury, Dorchester, Farnham, London (City), York
colonnade: Canterbury, Droitwich
forum: Chichester, Exeter, Leicester, Lincoln, London (City)
houses: Carlisle, Chelmsford, Colchester, Dorchester, Doncaster,
Farnham, IIchester, Leicester (villa), Lincoln, London (City
& Southwark), York
mansio: Chelmsford, Kelvedon, Staines(?)
military: see Forts, Roman
principia: Brancaster, York
shops: Cirencester, IIchester, Winchester
temples: Buxton, Chelmsford, Colchester, Dorchester, Great Chesterford
London (City) (inferred)
theatre/amphitheatre: Colchester, Dorchester
unspecified/other buildings: Alchester, Braintree, Brancaster, Canterbury
Carlisle, Chepstow, Cirencester, Cricklade, Droitwich, Dunstable:
Farnham, Great Dunmow, High Wycombe, Lincoln, London (City &
Southwark), Manchester, Staines, Worcester
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BUILDINGS, Sub-Roman: Carlisle
Saxon
Grubenhauser, sunken-featured buildings: Aylesbury, Canterbury,
Colchester, Ipswich, London, Northampton
buildings, other/unspecified: Aylesbury, Bedford, Durham, Great Dunmow,
Hereford, Ipswich, Lincoln, London (City), New Sleaford,
Northampton, Nottingham, Oxford, Southampton, Tamworth, Waltham
Abbey, Winchester, York
Med
cellars: Bistol, Coventry, Great Yarmouth, Guildford, London (City &
Southwark), Nottingham, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Worcester
halls: Beverley (appendix), Bristol, Canterbury, Chesterfield, Doncaster,
Lostwithiel, Reigate, Winchester, York
houses: Bristol, Chichester, Colchester, Coventry, Great Yarmouth,
Hereford, Lincoln, London (City & Southwark), Plymouth, Poole,
York
timber-framed: Canterbury, Chesterfield, Colchester, Coventry, Great
Yarmouth, Ipswich, Lichfield, Loughborough, Newbury, Northampton,
Nottingham, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Stafford, Waltham Abbey
unspecified/other buildings: Banbury, Bristol, Chertsey, Colchester,
Dorchester, Great Yarmouth, Hereford, Lichfield, Lincoln, London
(City & Southwark), Newbury, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford,
Peterborough, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Tadcaster, Wallingford,
Wells, Wimborne Minster, Winchelsea
PM
buildings, other/unspecified: Birmingham, Chelmsford, Colchester,
Dorchester, Ipswich, London (City), Newton Abbot, Plymouth,
Romsey, Sutton Coldfield, Wimborne Minster, York and most major
towns
BURGAGE PLOTS, Med and PM: Bolsover, Bristol, Carlisle, Chelmsford, Evesham,
Gloucester, 'Norwich, Tickhill, York
BURH, Saxon: Berwick-on-Tweed, Buckingham, Christchurch, Derby, Hertford,
Leicester, Lewes, London (Southwark), Maldon, Manchester, Newport
Pagnell, Nottingham, Oxford, Shrewsbury, Tamworth, Taunton, Wareham
CARMELITES, see Religious Houses
CASTLE, Med: Alnwick, Banbury, Barnstaple, Bedford, Blechingley, Bolsover,
Bridgwater, Buckingham, Canterbury, Castleton (Peveril), Doncaster,
Dorchester, Durham, Farnham, Gainsborough, Guildford, Hertford,
High Wyccmbe, Launceston, London (The Tower), Morpeth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Newport Pagnell, New Sleaford, Northampton, Nottingham,
Oxford, Peterborough, Pleshey, Reigate, Saffron Walden, Southampton,
Stamford, Tamworth, Taunton, Wareham, Wallingford
CATHEDRAL, Med: Canterbury, Durham, Exeter, Peterborough, Wells, York (Minster)
CEMETERIES, Roman: Chichester, Cirencester, Colchester, Dorchester, Dunstable,
Gloucester, Ilchester, Kelvedon, Leicester, London (City & Southwark),
Winchester, York
Saxon: Caistor-on-the Wolds, Christchurch, Darlington (Anglian),
Dorchester, Exeter, Hereford, Leicester, Lichfield, Lincoln,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, New Sleaford, Norwich, Waltham Abbey, see
also Charcoal Burials
Med: Bedford, Carlisle, Chichester, Colchester, Guildford, Hereford,
Ipswich, Lichfield, Lincoln, London (City), Norwich, Southampton,
Taunton, York
PM: Bedford, Birmingham, Ipswich
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CHARCOAL BURIALS, ?Saxon: Exeter, Gloucester, London (City), Norwich,
Oxford, Romsey
CHRISTIANITY, Roman: Colchester, Dorchester, Lichfield, London (City)
CHURCHES, Roman: (?) Colchester
Saxon: Aylesbury, (?) Bedford, Bourne, Chester-le-Street,
Christchurch, Colchester Exeter, Gloucester, Leicester,(?)
Lichfield, Lincoln, London (City), Northampton, Norwich, Nottingham,
Romsey, Tamworth, Waltham Abbey, Wareham, Winchester, York, and
see Cemeteries
Med and PM: (?) Bedford, Bristol, Carlisle, Doncaster, Dorking,
Exeter, Great Dunmow, Lichfield, Lincoln, London (City), Norwich,
Romsey, Torksey, York; and see Cemeteries
CIVIL WAR DEFENCES, see Defences, Civil War
COLONIAE, Roman, work in: Colchester, Gloucester, Lincoln, York
DANES, see Scandinavian
'DARK EARTH', Saxon: Canterbury, Exeter, London (City), York
DEFENCES, Roman; Alchester, Aldborough, Canterbury, Chelmsford, Colchester,
Doncaster, Dorchester, Droitwich, Exeter, Gloucester, Horncastle,
Ilchester, Kelvedon, Leicester, Lincoln, London (City), Worcester)
York
Saxon: (?) Aylesbury, Bedford, Buckingham, Cricklade, Doncaster,
Hereford, Ipswich, Oxford, (?) Manchester, Newenden, Nottingham,
Tamworth, Wallingford, Wareham, Winchester, York
and see Towers;
Med: Alnwick, Barnstaple, Bedford, Berwick on Tweed, Bristol,
Castleton, Chepstow, Chesterfield, Chipping Ongar, Cricklade,
Doncaster, Dunstable, Hereford, Ipswich, Lincoln, London (City),
Newenden, Northampton, Nottingham, Oxford, Rye, Saffron Walden,
Shrewsbury, Tamworth, Taunton, York
PM: Carlisle
Civil War: Banbury, Newenden, Newcastle upon Tyne, Newport Pagnell
DOCUMENTARY STUDY, Saxon: Christchurch, London; and major Saxon towns
Med: Bedford, Bourne, Chesterfield, Daventry, Leicester, London (City),
Northampton, Spalding, Stafford, Thetford,; and most medieval towns
DRAINAGE AND LAND RECLAMATION, Roman: Alchester, London (Southwark), Spalding,
Stafford, Worcester and see Waterfronts;
Saxon: Stafford Med: Poole, Weymouth
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY, Roman
fruit and seeds: Abingdon, Lincoln, London (City & Southwark), York; and
other major Roman towns
grain: Abingdon, London (City), York
insects: York
Saxon
insects: Lincoln
moss: Tamworth
seeds: Lincoln
Med
fruit, pollen and seeds: Abingdon, Bristol, Tickhill, York; and in
major towns
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY, Med (continued)
grain: Abingdon
insects: Bristol, Lincoln, York; and in major towns
monastic drain: Leicester
see also Fish
FIELD SYSTEM, Roman: Colchester (IA & Roman) Ilchester, London (Southwark)
FIELDS, AGRICULTURE, Roman: Cirencester (farm), Dorchester, Great Dunmow
Saxon: Chester, Newbury Med: Bolsover, Chester, Cricklade,
Oxford
FISH, Roman: Abingdon, London (City); Saxon: Ipswich; Med: Great Yarmouth,
Norwich; and see major towns
FORTS, Roman (including military buildings): Brancaster, Buxton, Canterbury
Carlisle, Chelmsford, Chester, Chesterfield, Chester-le-Street,
Colchester, Derby, Doncaster, Droitwich, Exeter, Gloucester,
Ilchester, Leicester, London (City), Manchester, Newcastle-uponTyne, York
Saxon: see Burh;
War

Med: see castle; Civil War, see Defences, Civil

FRONTAGES, Med and PM: Bristol, Chester, Chipping Norton, Hereford, London
(City), Wimborne Minster; and see Burgage Plots
FRUIT, see Environemtal Study
GARDENS, ALLOTMENTS and BACKLANDS, Saxon: York; Med: Doncaster, Dorking,
Maldon, Norwich, Shrewsbury, Winchester, York and see Burgage Plots
GATES, Roman: Chichester, Cirencester, Exeter, Gloucester, Kelvedon, Lincoln,
London (City)
Saxon: Tamworth
Med: Exeter, London (Tower Fostern), Oxford
GLASS, Saxon: Ipswich (Merov/Caroling), Lincoln, York; PM: Southampton
(Venetian)
GRAIN, see Environmental Study
GREYFRIARS, see Religious Houses
GRUBENHAUSER, see Buildings, Saxon
HALLS, Med, see Buildings
HEARTHS and OVENS, Roman: Droitwich, Dunstable, Worcester, and see major
Roman towns
Med and PM: Bedford, Chipping Norton, Great Yarmouth; and see
major towns
HORN-WORKING, see Industry
HOSPITALS, Med : Bristol, Castleton, York
HUMAN ANATOMICAL STUDY, see Bones, Human
INDUSTRY, BONE, Roman: Kelvedon, Winchester
Saxon: Lincoln, Southampton, York
Med: Bristol, London (Southwark)
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INDUSTRY, HORN, Med and PM: Bristol, London (City), Norwich, Nottingham
LEATHER and TANNING; Roman: London (Southwark) Saxon: Southampton, York Med: Chester, Durham, Lichfield, Nottingham
PM: London (Southwark)
LIME KILNS, Med: Bedford, Colchester, York
MALTING, Med: (?) Nottingham
METAL, Roman: Braintree, Chichester, Doncaster, Dorchester,
Kelvedon, Manchester, Romsey, Towcester, and see major Roman
towns Saxon: Lincoln, Northampton, Southampton; Med: Bristol
Coventry, Haslemere, London (Southwark), Newbury, Norwich, Nottingham
and see major medieval towns
MILL, Saxon: Tamworth; Med: Bristol, York (windmill)
POTTERY MANUFACTURE, Roman: Colchester, Farnham, Kelvedon, Oxford
Staines; Saxon: Chichester, Lincoln, Northampton, Stafford,
Torksey; Med: Bourne, Bristol, Chester, Chichester, Colchester,
Farnham, Nottingham, Stamford, York; PM: Chichester, London
(Southwark), Sheffield
QUARRIES, Roman: Dorchester (chalk), Kelvedon (brickearth and
gravel) Saxon: Peterborough
SALT, Roman, Saxon, Med: Droitwich, Spalding
TEXTILES, Med: Bristol, Godalming, Newbury, Norwich, Staines
TILE MANUFACTURE, PM: Worcester
WOOD: Roman, see most major Roman towns; Med: see most major
Medieval towns; PM: Bristol, and see most towns
unspecified industry, Roman: Chesterfield, Leicester, Manchester
INSECTS, see Environmental Study
IRON AGE OCCUPATION: Abingdon, Fraintree, Canterbury, Chelmsford, Chester,
Chichester, Colchester, Dorchester, Horncastle, Leicester, Maldon,
Northampton, Nottingham, Winchester
IRON SMELTING or WORKING, see Industry
KNIGHTS OF ST JOHN, see Religious Houses
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, see Religious Houses
LEATHER WORKING, see Industry
MANOR, Saxon: Waltham Abbey; PM: Sheffield
MARKET, Med, PM: Alnwick, Bolsover, Braintree, Bristol, Castleton, Chelmsford,
Dorking, Gainsborough, Godalming, Grantham, Great Dunmow, Haslemere,
Lincoln, Leatherhead, Morpeth, Newbury, Nottingham, Rochford,
Staines, Winchelsea, York
MARTYRIA, Roman: (?) Colchester
MINT, IA: New Sleaford; Saxon: Aylesbury, Horncastle
MOSAICS, Roman: Canterbury, Colchester, High Wycombe, London (City), York,:
and see Buildings, Roman
POTTERY, Roman: see major Roman towns; Saxon: (early) Abingdon, Canterbury,
(?) Great Dunmow, Northampton, York; (Middle) Bedford, Beverley,
(appendix), Horncastle, Ipswich, London (City), New Sleaford,
Northampton, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford; (late) Buckingham,
Canterbury, Horncastle, Lichfield, Lincoln, London (City & Southwark),
Manchester, Northampton, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, Stafford,
Taunton, Winchester, Worcester and see major late Saxon towns
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POTTERY, Saxo-Norman: Bedford, Hertford, Ilchester, Shrewsbury, Southampton
Med, PM: see major towns
POTTERY MANUFACTURE: see Industry
PREHISTORIC FINDS IN TOWNS; Grantham, Hereford, Lincoln, London (City &
Southwark), Northampton, Sutton Coldfield, York, and see Iron Age
QUARRIES, see Industry
RELIGIOUS HOUSES, Saxon: (mostly Benedictine), Abingdon, Beverley (appendix),
Chertsey, Crediton, Glastonbury, Gloucester, Louth, Oxford, Romsey
Wells, Wimborne Minster, Winchester
Med:
Benedictine: Chepstow, Chertsey, Glastonbury, Leominster,
Augustinian Canons: Dunstable, Gloucester, London (City), Torksey,
Waltham Abbey
Augustinian Friars: Leicester, Taunton
Carmelite Friars: Doncaster
Dominican (Black) Friars: Canterbury, Carlisle, Chelmsford, Chichester,
Dunstable, Guildford, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Oxford
Franciscan (Grey) Friars: Bristol, Canterbury, Doncaster, London (City),
Northampton, Oxford, York
Knights of St John: Bristol
Knights Templar: Bristol
PM (Dissolution): London (City)
ROAD, Roman: Chelmsford, Cirencester, Colchester, Droitwich, Dunstable,
London (City), Sutton Coldfield, Towcester, Winchester, Worcester,
York
ROMAN MATERIAL or OCCUPATION (unspecified): Abingdon, Bourne, Buxton,
Chester, Cricklade, Gloucester, Grantham, Great Chesterford,
Hereford, Horncastle, Maldop New Sleaford, Plymouth, Rochford,
Romsey, Stafford, Waltham Abbey
ROMANO-BRITISH SETTLEMENT, IA/Roman: Dorking, Nottingham, Stratford-on-Avon
ROMANO-BRITISH SMALL TOWN, Roman: Braintree, Chelmsford, Doncaster, Great
Dunmow, Kelvedon
SAXON MATERIAL or OCCUPATION (unspecified), (early): Abingdon, Colchester,
Grantham, Maldon, Staines;
and see Pottery, Saxon
(Middle): Bedford, Colchester, Ipswich, Southampton, Waltham
Abbey; and see Pottery, Saxon
(late): Chester, Chichester, Great Yalmouth, Maldon, Staines,
Steyning, Reigate, Waltham Abbey; and see Pottery
(unspecified): Bristol, Braintree, Buckingham, Christchurch,
Chester-le-Street, Great Dunmow, Gloucester
SCANDINAVIAN/DANISH/VIKING MATERIAL or OCCUPATION: Aldborough, Chester,
Derby, Gainsborough, Grantham, Leicester, Lincoln, Northampton.
Stamford, Thetford, Torksey, Waltham Abbey, York
SPA, Roman: Buxton
STREET AND ROAD PATTERN, Roman: Canterbury, Chester-le-Street, Colchester,
Darlington, Dorchester, Exeter, Leicester, Lincoln, London (City
& Southwark), Worcester, York
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STREET AND ROAD PATTERN, Saxon: Aylesbury, Hereford, Hertford, Ipswich,
Lincoln, London (City), Nottingham, Tamworth, Wimborne Minster,
York
Med: Bishop Auckland, Bolsover, Bristol, Castleton, Chester,
Garlington, Exeter, Great Yarmouth, Harwich, Lichfield, London
(City), Northampton, Norwich, Nottingham, Tamworth, Waltham
Abbey, Wimborne Minster
SEEDS, see Environmental Study
SHOPS, Roman: see Buildings
SUBURBS, Roman: Chichester, Cirencester, Ilchester, Leicester, Lincoln,
London (City), Towcester, Winchester, Worcester, York; see
also vicus
Late Saxon: Hereford, London (City), Norwich, Oxford
Med: Bristol, Exeter, London (City & Southwark), Winchester, York
SUB-ROMAN MATERIAL OR OCCUPATION: Carlisle, Chester, Colchester, Dorchester,
York
TEMPLES, Roman: see Buildings
TEXTILES, see Industry
THEATRE/AMPHITHEATRE, Roman: see Buildings
TILE MANUFACTURE, PM: see Industry
TIMBER-FRAMED HOUSES, Med: see Buildings
TOBACCO PIPES, PM: Chester, Gloucester, Lincoln, London (City & Southwark),
Plymouth, Staines, and most PM towns
TOWERS, Saxon: Cricklade
TOWN DEFENCES, see Defences
TOWN GATES, see Gates
TOWN PLANS, Saxon/Med: Bourne, Braintree, Gainsborough, Grantham, Hereford,
Lichfield, Morpeth, Newbury, Norwich, Seaford, Southampton,
Shrewsbury, Tamworth, Wareham, and see Street and Road Pattern
for all periods and most major towns
VICUS, Roman: Brancaster, Chelmsford, Chester, Manchester, and see Suburbs,
Roman
VIKING, see Scandinavian
WATERFRONT STRUCTURES, Roman: London (City), York; Saxon: London (City),
Norwich; Med: Bristol, Great Yarmouth, Harwich, Lincoln,
London (City), Maldon, Plymouth, York; PM: Bristol
WATERCOURSES and CONDUITS, Roman: Kelvedon: Med: Bristol, Wells, Worcester
WELLS, Roman: Dunstable, London (Southwark), York; and most major Roman towns
Med: Worcester; and major medieval towns
WOODWORKING, see Industry

