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H E city of Chester has always been fertile in Roman
T
remains, and the pages of our many archaeological
Journals and Transactions contain numerous notices of
discoveries, which have been made from time to time in or
about the city in which we are assembled to-night, to con
sider some of the newest discoveries that are to be added
to the ever-increasing list. The total sum of these yields
a record which gives a good place to Chester in the front
rank of English cities, if they are arranged in order of the
numbers and importance of their antiquities. The recent
visit of the British Archaeological Association has stimu
lated research; the controversies which have subsequently
arisen respecting the walls has aroused attention; and at
the present moment the epigraphical relics which have been
recovered in the course of your investigations into the con
struction of the north wall of the city may justly be said
to have given a culminating point to the interest which
attaches to Roman Chester.
O f the city walls so much has been said, and so much
written, so many conflicting opinions have been promul
gated, that (although I, for one, have a firm belief in their
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Roman origin and character) it is not my intention to
make more than incidental mention of them on this
occasion. With regard to the so-called “ ecclesiastical
stone,” about which I read a paper to the Society of Anti
quaries on the 8th December last,1 I would, with your
permission, say that so lately as the 15th of February Mr.
E. P. Brock— whose lecture in this room on the Chester
walls I had the great privilege of hearing— exhibited
before the British Archaeological Association three curious
statuettes of terra cotta, of small size, found in Asia Minor,
of Greek workmanship, representing female figures, one of
which has singular stole-like bands hanging down in front,
the general appearance being very similar to that of the
larger figure of the two on the Chester stone. One of these
I now lay before you with the owner’s permission. Major
A . P. di Cesnola, F.S.A., during the course of his systematic
excavation of various sites in the island of Cyprus, dis
covered several statuettes bearing, among other details of
drapery, stoles identical with that seen on this very stone.
Those of my hearers who happened to be in London last
month found Messrs. Sotheby and Wilkinson, the fine art
auctioneers, engaged in a sale of some of these Cypriote
antiquities, and among them lot 381 is described in the
sale catalogue as a “ Fine Statuette of Venus, archaic
style, draped, wearing stole-like bands down the front of
the dress with fringed ends,” &c. Lot 841 in the same
catalogue is another statuette of a muse with a lyre “ with
peculiar stole-like bands in front of the dress.”
The repairs to the north wall, which revealed this re
markable stone, have yielded also no less than twentyseven inscribed slabs of various dates and of considerable
importance. Thirteen of these were described by your
city surveyor last October, and they have been discussed
Printed on pp. 25 to 39.
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and explained by Mr. W. Thompson Watkin and others
It is to the fourteen recently found inscriptions that I desire
to direct your attention to-night, and I trust to be able to
point out some peculiarities in them which will repay
your examination and consideration. The Archeological
Society of Chester is indeed fortunate in being the posses
sor of these vestiges of the Romans in the midst of them ;
they will be a welcome and important addition to the
collections already deposited in the Grosvenor Museum,
where the evident bestowal of much care has brought
together a highly instructive and attractive assemblage of
similar relics.
I.
The monument dedicated to the shades of Publius
Rustius must have been of an imposing character, judging
from the remains of it which are included in this series.
A ll that is now left is the rectangular slab, bearing the
whole of the inscription, surmounted by the feet only of
the original effigy of the departed personage which for
merly adorned it. This slab measures two feet ten inches
wide, two feet three inches high, and nine inches thick.
The edge of the stone is decorated with a broad flat border
or frame, enclosing a narrow semi-circular moulding, which
in turn bounds the depressed field containing the inscrip
tion of six lines, in fine bold Roman capital letters, as
follows (see Plate V II.):—

•

D . M . P . RVSTO
F A B A > CR ESCEN > BRX
M IL . LEG . XX . V . V .
A N . X X X . STP . X .
G R O M A . H ERES .
FAC . CVR .

There are several points of epigraphical interest in the
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inscription. The stops are delta-shaped or triangular. In
the three words, Rustic, Fabia, and Brix, the I is placed
over the preceding consonant. The MA in Groma and the
H E in heres are ligulates. The meaning is: To the Divine
Shades. Fabia Crescentia of Brescia, his heir, caused [this
monument] to be erected to the memory of Publius Rustius,
a soldier of the Twentieth Legion, the Valerian, the V ic
torious, a stipendiary for thirty years, a surveyor of the
camp for ten years. I believe it has been suggested that
Groma is to be read as the name of the heir, but it does not
seem probable, nor can the inscription be interpreted on this
supposition without difficulty as to the grammar and sense
at the same time the position of the numerals is peculiar.
The name of the deceased is quite new to Roman in
scriptions in Britain, but Rustius is found on no less than
eleven inscriptions in Muratori’s collection.
Hiibner describes (I. R. B., No. 704) a tabella ansata, which
was found in the year 1831, at Chesterholm or Vindolana, the
“ statio per lineam valli nona,” also called Little Chesters,
and now preserved in the Museum at Chesters, on which is
the following illustrative inscription: “ Jovi Optimo M axi
mo ceterisque Diis immortalibus et Genio Praetorii Q.
Petronius Q. f. Fabia Urbicus prsefectus cohortis IV. Gallorum . . . ex Italia domo Brixia votum solvit pro se ac
suis.” This clue connects the well-born Fabia Crescentia,
Crescentina, or Crescentilla (for all these forms are found),
with the Fabian tribe of Brixia or Brescia in the district of
Venice.1 There was also a Roman Brixellum, a town on
the right bank of the River Po, in the same province. A t
first I was inclined to accept for this word B rix the signi
fication which has been attributed to it by the late Dr.

1 Brixia, as a geographical term applied to a name, occurs thirteen times
in Muratori’s work. Fabia is universally found in the Roman world.
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Edwin Guest, in his learned dissertations, entitled Origines
Celticae, vol. i., p. 26. This profound writer states: “ J uba
informs us that, by the Ludoi or Lydians, a freeman is
called B r ix . . . He, doubtless, meant that the phrase was
current in the district which once formed the Lydian Em 
pire. Brigs, there can be little doubt, was a Phrygian or
Celtic word. It may, I think, be traced even in modern
times, both in the Celtic and in the Teutonic languages, for
I do not hesitate to consider it to be merely a variant form
of our own word Frack or Frank.”
The word groma, which is found for the first time, I
believe, throughout the whole range of Roman epigraphy
in this newly-discovered slab, seems to be a contraction for
gromaticus (unless there be a word gromarius, now lost).
The groma or gruma (for each form is found) was, according
to Festus, “ a surveyor’s pole, or measuring rod,” and by
metaphor it was applied to the centre of a camp, where the
measuring rod was planted. Gromaticus was the adjective
formed from the above word; and gromatica, the art of
grornatics, the art, that is, of field-surveying or castrametation.
In this case the term signifies military surveyor.
Facciolati and Forcellini, in their celebrated Lexicon, are
very explicit as to groma or gruma, which they derive
from yvio/icov, yud/M], and describe as index, norma, genus
machinulae cujusdam, teste Festo, qua regiones agri cujusque cognosci possunt, vel . . . mensura quaedam qua flexae
viae ad lineam diriguntur, ut est agrimensorum : a graecis
vocibus allatis. In castris quoque gruma erat locus medius,
ubi gromae organum a metatore ponebatur ut quatuor
faceret angulos normales, et ita divideret castra in quatuor
partes quarum viae in grumae loco conveniebant. Erat
prope praetorium.” . . . “ In castris,” says an ancient writer,
“groma ponitur in tetrantem qua velut ad forum convenitur.”
A s far as the Roman city of Chester is concerned, this
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point of measurement would be near the site of St. Peter’s
Church, where the four streets, Watergate Street, Bridge
Street, Eastgate Street, and Northgate Street, meet, or
nearly meet, at right angles. This system of commencing
measures of distance from a fixed selected point is illus
trated at a later age by the London Stone, and was quite
distinct from the “ boundary stone'.'
The grumus was an “ acervus lapidum;" “ terminorum
lapides pro termino positos.” It is thus exactly answerable
to the Norman-English “ lapidum congeries',' mentioned as
a starting point for the surveyor employed by the monas
tery of Worcester in an ancient charter of the ninth century,
included in the collection made by the monk Heming, at
the instigation of Wlstan, his bishop. Speaking of two
benefactors to the monastery, the monk says : “ Post1 finem
vitae illorum lapidum structura, more antiquorum super
sepulchrum eorum opere artificioso cum cruce dominica ob
monumentum largitatis et monimentum animarum ipsorum composita est. . . . Perduravit haec lapidum structura
usque ad tempora Eadwardi regis, quo regnante Alricus . . .
presbyterium . . . ecclesiae ampliare studuit, ipsamque lapi
dum congeriem destructam operi immiscuit. A b hoc quoque
tepide miliarium mensurabatur ad lapidem qui vocatur
candidus lapis opere consimili extra civitatem ad aquilonem
positi,” &c.
With these considerations I pass on to the next
inscription.
II.
One of the most important monuments in this collection
is that erected to the memory of Cecilius Donatus. It is
rectangular, and measures two feet one inch wide, three
Cartularium Saxonicum, vol. iii., p. 208.

104

T H E IN S C R IB E D

ROM AN STON ES

feet nine inches long, and eight and three-quarter inches
thick. The upper half contains a countersunk subject in
an arched or vaulted recess. The deceased is represented
as reclining on a couch with head and footboards splayed
outwards at the top, much after the style of some oldfashioned sofas. He is resting on the left elbow, the head
and upper part of the trunk being raised. In his left hand
he grasps a staff or baton. In his right hand, which is
raised aloft, is a cup. On the left-hand side of the sculp
ture is the upper part of a woman, apparently also reclining
on the couch. In the front or foreground there is a tripod
table with offerings placed upon it.
The inscription is as follows (see Plate V I I I .) :—
D . M
C E C IL IV S . DO N ATVS . B
E S S V S . NA
T IO N E . M ILI
T A V IT . ANN
OS . X X V I VI . . .
. . . AS

The concluding words of the inscription are imperfect
and indistinct, but there can be little doubt that it reads
thus: “ Diis Manibus. Cecilius Donatus Bessus natione
militavit annos xxvi vi[xit] . . .” The form of the lettering
is good, but the arrangement is very peculiar. There is a
gap between Do and natus. The division B ]essus is un
welcome. There is a large space after N a on the third
line, and the remainder of the word tione is inscribed with
plenty of room to spare on the left-hand side of the fourth
line. There would have been room for the sculptor to add
to Ann on the fifth line the os which he preferred to place
in the sixth. It would seem that the inscription was cut
by someone who did not understand the language, or at
least by one who was unaccustomed to the practice of
epigraphy.
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This Cecilius Donatus, who, as we gather from this
monument, spent twenty-six years in the army before his
intumulation at Chester, is declared to have been Bessus
natione, that is, by nation, by birth one of the Bessi or
BeWoi, a people of Thrace or Mysia, on the borders near
the River Hebrus, between Mounts Haemus and Pangaeus, or, according to Smith, about the Rivers Axius,
Strymon, and Nestus. Herodotus states that the Bessi
belonged to the Satrae, a free Thracian people, who
rejoiced in the possession of an oracle of Dionysos in the
highest part of their mountains. In the time of Strabo
they dwelt along the southern slopes of Mount Haemus
from the Euxine to the western frontiers of the Dardanians.
In the second century after Christ the territory of the
Bessi may seem to have been greatly reduced, for Ptolemy
ranks them among the smaller races of Thrace, but this is
considered to refer only to the western branch of the
people between the Rivers Axius and Strymon. The
writer of Smith’s article states that they were the chief
people of Thrace, and endowed with a warlike and inde
pendent character, probably never subdued by the Mace
donians ; even the Romans succeeded in conquering them
only in their repeated wars against the Thracians. Strabo
gives them the name of robbers. “ Gens fera et latrociniis
sueta. Metallorum divites et in effodiendo auro solertes
fuisse.” This uncivilized condition cannot, however, pass
wholly unqualified, for they possessed towns, the chief of
which were Philippopolis, Uscudama, and Bessapara.
The poet Claudius refers to their predilection for gold
mining in the following lines :—
Quidquid luce procul venas rimata sequaces
Abdita pallentis fodit solertia Bessi.— Cons. Mai., 41.

The Thracian Cecilius Donatus of this sepulchral monu
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ment was in all probability the son— Romanized, as is
evident from his name— of a subdued Bessus. The warlike
nature of his race probably led him into the congenial
occupation which the Roman army offered, unless, indeed,
he served under compulsion, as being one of those im
pressed into the military ranks on the conquest of his
fatherland. Whether he ever was enabled to exercise his
national abilities of mining in the neighbourhood of
Chester and North Wales we shall not very easily
ascertain.
Muratori, in his valuable collection of Roman inscrip
tions, mentions several which illustrate this monument.
For example: “ Aelius Bassus1 natione Bessus” (774, 3).
The phrase, in fact, generally runs : “ natione Bessus.”
Hiibner records (No. 1336: 145) the interesting inscrip
tion BESSVS . F . “ Bessus fecit” on a fictile vase found at
Camulodunum or Colchester, by Mr. Pollexfen, and now
preserved in the British Museum. The term had there
fore passed from the original tribal designation into the
secondary stage of an eponymic at the time when this
piece of Roman pottery was fabricated. W e may thus
catch a passing glimpse of the transplanting system of the
Roman empire, which conveyed Cecilius Donatus, the
Thracian, to Chester’s legionary camp, in the west, and led
Bessus, or “ the Thracian” par excellence, to the Samian
kilns of Colchester, in the east of Britain.
III.
A slab of much importance is that dedicated to Ouintus
Longinus. It is rectangular, and measures three feet in
'Bassus, which may perhaps be connected in some way with Bessus, occurs
in several British Roman inscriptions recorded by Hiibner, C. R. Smith, and
others, on monuments, vases, and other antiquities.
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length, two feet two inches in height, and ten inches in
thickness. The border is ornamented with a moulding of
three parts; first a flat outer framing, left from the original
face of the stone; then a semi-circular roll; and inside this
another at a less height. The inscription, in five lines, is
as follows (see Plate VII., opposite p. 100):—
Q . LONG INVS
POM ENTNA
LAETVS
LVCO
S T P . XV .
> CO R N EL S E V E R .

The i is suprascript over the preceding consonants in
Pomentina, S t ip, Corneli, Severi, and may be compared with
the same practice in the monument of P. Rustius.
This is the monument of Quintus Longinus Pomentina,
a laetus, or tenant, in the Lucus, or grove, dedicated to
some deity in the neighbourhood. He was a stipendiary
or soldier serving for his pay, in the century of Cornelius
Severus the centurion.
The laetus, under the later Roman empire, was a foreign
bondman, who received a piece of land to cultivate, for
which he paid a tribute or rent to his master. The lands
so cultivated were called laeta, or laeticae terrae. Forcellini
defines laetus as “ ita appellatus fuit sequiori Latinitatis
tempore ille qui ex barbaris gentibus potioris erat conditionis quam servus infimi ordinis, cui praedium aliquod in
colendum dabatur ut . . . tributum domino persolveret.”
The name Severus may possibly point to that of the
Emperor Severus, who is declared1 by the historians Herodian and Dion Cassius to have, while resident in Britain,
divided the island into two portions, named Britannia
Superior and Britannia Inferior.
See Mr. Thompson Watkin’s Roman Cheshiix, p. 13.
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Quintus Longinus Pomentina is a name new not only to
Chester but to all Britain, but the single name Longinus
is not a stranger to the city, for it occurs on the fine Roman
altar in your museum, depicted by Mr. T. Watkin (in his
valuable work, p. 170), who gives also the history of its
wanderings; and recorded by Professor Hiibner (I. R. B.,
No. 167).
IV.
One of the largest inscribed stones recently exhumed is
that dedicated to Aurelius Lucius. It has a rounded top,
and measures four feet six inches high, by two feet four
inches wide. The subject is in low relief, countersunk, and
contained in a narrow side border, indicating the height of
the original face of the stone. In the upper part is a
Roman soldier of rank, appropriately attired, and reclining,
with knees bent up, on a couch, which is furnished with a
thick mattress. His body is supported on the left elbow.
His hair is indicated in rolls. In his right hand he holds
up high an elegantly-shaped poculum or cup for libations,
after the conventional manner seen upon sepulchral stones
of this class. In the background, on the left hand, directly
over the legs of this effigy, the sculptor has introduced two
important emblems, which indicate the profession of the
deceased. The first is a short dagger (mucro) or sword
(gladius), with broad blade (the point broken off by a frac
ture in the slab), short shoulder bar, and spherical knob.
To the left of this is a helmet turned to the right, showing
the hinged cheek-piece, hourglass-shaped orifice for the
ear, and bold cresting, commencing with a bunch or pan
ache on the forehead, running down the back of the head,
like a stiff mane, and ending at the nape of the neck with
a horn-shaped projection. A very fine bronze Roman
equestrian figure, recently found in the district of Castor,

T latf . IX.
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near Peterborough,1 shows on the helmet of the rider a
somewhat similar crest, but the topping and the ending
details do not altogether correspond, and the form of the
helmet itself is different.
The slab is unfortunately imperfect beneath the couch.
In the middle of this part of the design is a full-length
figure, of which only the head, neck, and legs remain; on
the left a mask, and above it an almost destroyed object,
the nature of which I am unable to ascertain; on the right
a tripod table of offerings, according to the conventional
pattern. This probably represents an attendant slave
serving at the funeral feast, but it is hard to say why the
mask has been introduced, unless it is to point out that the
funeral ceremonies of this military personage were cele
brated with some especial features in the way of a dramatic
performance.
The inscription is as follows (see Plate IX .):—
A V R E L I . LV CI
EQVXTIS
H . F . C .

“ The heir or heirs of Aurelius Lucius, the horse-soldier,
caused this [monument] to be made.” Below the inscrip
tion a height of fifteen inches of the lower part of the stone
has been left roughly worked, as if it were intended for
insertion into the ground, a practice not at all uncommon
in Roman cemeteries, and one indeed which we ourselves
have derived without interruption from the Romans.
The inscription explains itself. From the fact that this
eques had two names only, we cannot look upon him
as possessed of higher social rank than that of a freedman.
The true Roman patrician would have had three to his
1 Figured in the Journal o f the British Archeological Association, 1888,
p. 1 13.
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record. But from the imperfect condition of the slab at
the part where the first name would have been placed, it is
impossible to say whether an initial letter of such a name
or a contracted form of it may or may not have existed
there. Y et I see no traces of such a name. It is not
unlikely that the deceased owed his name— if he were a
freedman— to a desire on the part of his master to flatter
the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, A.D. 161— 180;
and, if this be so, we are enabled to arrive at some idea as to
the date of this important piece of Roman funeral sculpture.
Mr. Thompson Watkin, in his exhaustive work on
Roman Cheshire, states at p. 12 that during the reigns of
Marcus Aurelius and Commodus historians are silent as to
this part of Britain, and nothing can be gathered from
inscriptions. This one, then, may help to fill the historical
lacuna, as far as Chester is concerned.
It is remarkable that the name Aurelius was a favourite
in Britain during the Roman times. The word occurs as
forming part of a name no less than thirty-nine times in
Professor Hiibner’s Inscriptions Britanniae Romanae, and
the corresponding feminine name Aurelia, thirteen times.
The combination Marcus Aurelius, which clearly points to
its imperial conception, is found seven times in the same
work. Then, again, Marcus Aurelius Nepos, a centurion of
the Legio Vicesima Valeria Victrix, occurs on the inscribed
stone No. 24 of Mr. Matthews Jones’ report of the 26th
October, 1887 (see p. 7). We get, also, Marcus Aurelius
Alexander, a Prefect of the same legio, xx.v.v., on the in
scribed stone No. 14 of the same report (see p. 9). This
prefect was, perhaps, a contemporary of Marcus Aurelius
Alexander Severus, the Emperor, A.D. 222— 235, for names
such as these were, doubtless, attached to persons con
temporary with this emperor, just as in our own days the
Victorias, Alexandras, Alberts, Beatrices, and so forth,
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and at earlier periods the Williams, Henrys, Edwards, and
Georges, owe to an imitation of royal personages their
application to popular uses.
V.
There is a massive block of stone which can hardly have
served for part of a cippus, or for a sepulchral slab, on
account of its great thickness, but it bears a mortuary
inscription, and has considerable claim to notice as a
Roman sculpture.
This measures two feet two inches
square by sixteen inches in height; the lower part is broken
off. On the face at each side is a small niche, that on the
right-hand side is too fragmentary to be made out with
certainty; that on the left-hand side contains the full-length
figure of a Roman soldier, standing on a short pedestal or
estrade, turned towards the inscription, and with the right
arm across his body. (See the illustration on p. 131.) The
short, pleated tunic is well preserved. The inscription has
been very much weathered before the stone was utilised by
mutilation for a building stone in the wall. Fortunately,
however, the name remains. A ll that can be seen i s :—
D .
M.
T IT IA N V S . F E LIX . B
R IX . L EG . X X . V . V. MIL-AN
. . . V IX . A N . X L V
D : I . SIM I . L IN A . . .
. . . N IVX . E T . H ER . SC . . .

Much of this is conjecture, but I think it will be established
without many alterations. I suggest the word Brix because
the B at the end of the first line is very clear, and the x is
almost certain. It would be read somewhat as follows:—
D . M . Titianus Felix Brixius, Legionis XX . V . V . Miles (or
militavit) annos. . .,VixitannosX LV. Dies. X I... Similinaor
[carijsimi Lina . . . Conjux et Heres sc(ulpendum curavit).
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The name of Titianus recalls to mind that of Ulpius
Titianus, prefect of the First Cohort of the Bcetasii, sculp
tured on a stone at Maryport, and described by Hiibner,
No. 391. The name again occurs in the same work, No.
395. An altar found at Lancaster, and now preserved in
Durham Cathedral Library, bears the inscription “ AIsculapio T . F L . Titianus Tribunus V . s . L . L . M . Another
example (No. 440, Hiibner) of the same name was found
within the ancient fortification.

VI.
A very fine and solid sepulchral stone tablet is that of
Lucius Eciminus, which belongs to this series. It is three
feet six inches wide, four feet four inches high, and eight
inches thick. The inscription is contained in six lines of
large bold capital lettering, inclining to the so-called rustic
form in some places, as the T and L in Vitalis, the L in sepl.,
enclosed in a broad band or border conterminous with the
upper and side edges of the stone, but the lower part is
wider and left rough, being evidently left for insertion into
the ground.
The inscription is as follows (see Plate X.):—
D IS . M
L . ECIM INVS
D E L . LICIM/VS
V IT A L IS . V L F R
LE G . X X . V . V .
H IC SEPL

The difficulty with this inscription, which is perfectly
legible in every part, lies in the number of the names of
the deceased. The last word on the fourth line is
evidently an abbreviation for vexillifer, standard bearer,
synonymous with vexilliarius, but not found in classical
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Latin. The word is, however, used by Prudentius, a writer
who flourished at the close of the fourth century of our era.
This abbreviation cannot be explained in any other way,
and the recovery of the name of this Roman standard
bearer of the Twentieth Legion is of distinct value towards
the elucidation of the history of Roman Britain as written
in these stones. The occurrence of the title vexillifer is
new to inscriptions, for Hiibner, who has laboured so
thoroughly at the classification of the epigraphical relics of
these times, has not recorded a single instance of its
employ in this part of the Roman empire; and Muratori
has been unable to give any example of its use, although
he passed in review almost every Roman inscription extant
in his days. We can hardly give more than three names
at the most to this standard bearer of the Twentieth Legion
Valens Victrix, whose sepulture, according to the inscrip
tion, is hereby commemorated. But there are small round
points, as though intended for the stops after L. in the first,
and after D E L . in the second line. Are we to read the first
name Lucius Eciminus or Leciminus? Neither Eciminus
nor Leciminus occurs in Muratori as names, but this inde
fatigable collector records1 an inscription at Verona to L.
Eciffius L(ucii) lib(ertus) Paldasius. There is also a
Christian name, Legitimus, among those given by Mura
tori. The letters NV of Eciminus are conjoined. The
third line has a ligulate before vs. which close the
line. It resembles the Roman capital ay with sloping
strokes, and has a fifth stroke added to it so as to give an
appearance of V to the latter half, thus ay/. Perhaps*2 we
may read Delius Licinulus, but the difficulty of so many
names would still remain. The family of the Scipios
'

No. DCXCVII. 7.

2 It is within possibility that the sculptor made some blunders in cutting
these names.
I
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supplies several personages who possessed more names
than the usual three, and Mr. Thompson Watkin, in his
Roman Cheshire, p. 173, notices an altar, now in the British
Museum, dedicated by the freedmen and family of Titus
Pomponius Maxilianus Rufus Antistianus Funisulanus
Vettonianus, a Legate rejoicing in no less than seven
names. Delius is known as a name in classical times, and
the term Delius or Deliacus signified a man of Delos in
Greece. Delius, Dellius, Delicatus, and Delphicus occur
in Muratori’s great collection as names found on inscrip
tions. Licinulus occurs on a piece of Roman pottery
found in London, and described in the Gentleman's
Magazine, 1844, p. 372; in the Archaologia, 1838, p. 151, by
C. Roach Smith, F.S.A., the veteran archaeologist, who has
from the first maintained the Roman character of your
walls; and in the Corpus of Professor Hiibner, No. 1336
(561).
Licinius, too, is often found,1 but there is more than
Licinius in the reading on the slab, and the names, if I
have read them aright, are new to archaeology.
Vitalis is by no means an uncommon name. Julius
Vitalis, a stipendiary soldier of the Legio Vicesima Valens
Victrix, the very legion mentioned on this stone now
under consideration, occurs on a monumental slab found at
Bath, and recorded by Hiibner, No. 49.
It is curious to remark also that among the few frag
ments of Roman fictilia which were thrown out from the
excavation in the Dean’s field, when these inscribed slabs
were met with, an imperfect bowl of the well-known Samian
ware occurs, bearing the inscription :—
OF . V IT A L .

In Muratori, Hiibner, &c.
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or officind Vitalis, “ from the manufactory of Vitalis,”
stamped in a rectangular panel in the middle of the vase.
This adds a new name to the extensive list of Chester
potters which has been prepared by Mr. Frank H. Williams,
in his valuable Synopsis o f the Roman Inscriptions o f
Chester, 1886, pp. 76, 77.
The reading therefore will be :— “ Dis Manibus. Lucius
Eciminus Delius Licinulus Vitalis Vexillifer Legionis
Vicesimae Valeriae Victricis hie sepelitur.”
This name of Vitalis is of more than ordinary interest.
Muratori records several examples of it among the names
of Christians on inscribed stones of the early centuries. It
is not improbable that it had a figurative or spiritual
signification, which is not difficult to understand when
specifically adopted by adherents to the new faith that
promised eternal “ life ” to those who were “ faithful unto
death.” In later times it was also a favourite appellation.
There is a very ancient pillar at St. Clement’s, near Truro,
in Cornwall, inscribed: ISN IO G V IT A L I F IL I T O R R IC I,
which has on the top a circular cross in relief. “ This,”
we are told by a recent writer on the early Christian
monuments of Cornwall, “ is altogether a very remarkable
monument, especially if it could be established that the
date of the inscription and the cross were the same.
A s a general rule, however, the earliest crosses are in
cised and not in relief. The stone, which is now used as
a gatepost at the entrance of the Vicarage Garden, is nine
feet high.”
Muratori supplies numerous names, many of them of
Christian use, which are cognate with this: viz., Vita, Vitalianus, Vitalio, Vitalinus, Vitalis Serna, Vitalissimus, all
Christian; Vitalia, Vitalinia, Vitalina, Vitalinius, Vitalio,
Vitalius, Vitalissimus.
Vitalis is a name of an abbot of Westminster in
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1076, recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, and the
cognate form Vitalian was adopted by a Roman pontiff
of the seventh century.
It is thus abundantly evident that the name Vitalis had
a charm which recommended it to Christian ears. Can it
be that, in the present example, the personage thus desig
nated was a Christian member of the church militant in
England during the Roman occupancy of the city of
Chester ?

A .D .

V II.
The next stone to which I am to ask your attention is a
mere fragment, but it presents some difficulty as to its
interpretation. It measures two feet seven inches in width
and eight inches in thickness. The height cannot be accu
rately determined.
A ll that remains of the inscription
is in three lines :—
............. N . X XV
. . VRM A . V III . X
FRATER. F E C .

The form of the characters is good and bold, and the two
stops in the second line take the shape of ivy leaves, as is
commonly the case in great numbers of examples of Roman
inscriptions that have been found in Britain and other con
stituent provinces of the Roman empire.
This is apparently portion of a sepulchral slab set up by
one whose name is lost, to the memory of a now nameless
brother, who may have lived for twenty-five years, unless
the numerals X X V in the first remaining line be taken as
representing the Devan Legion “ Vicesima Valeria Victrix.”
But the absence of the second V usually employed in this
combination seems to preclude this idea. In the second
line the V has an oblique stroke, either by chance or design,
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passing across the left-hand limb of the letter. If by
chance only this stroke has been made, then it is a fair
conjecture that the reading is Turma, and hence it may be
inferred that the defunct person to whose memory the slab
has been dedicated served as a stipendiary for twenty-five
years, and held the official position of a turmarius for eight
years and ten months, V III . X perhaps octo-decem for
eighteen years.
The military signification of turma is a
troop or squadron of cavalry, equivalent to the tenth part
of an ala. It consisted of thirty men and three decurions
at first, and in later Roman days of thirty-two men and one
decurion. The turmarius was a recruiting officer of cavalry
or instructor of recruits. The use of the word Turma and
Turmarius is not unknown to general Roman epigraphy.
It may be that the numerals after the word indicate that
the deceased soldier served for ten years in the eighth
turma; but the imperfect condition of the inscription ren
ders it impossible to pronounce with certainty as to the
meaning. The triumvir turmce has been found to occur in
inscriptions.
It is remarkable that while so many military expressions
are found occurring in the extant Romano-British inscrip
tions— such as Legio, ala, cohors, legatus, praefectus, centurio, centuria, optio, signifer, miles, veteranus, tribunus,
princeps, praepositus, vexillatio, decurio, imaginifer, and
eques— the word turma (if this reading be established) has
not been found by Hiibner to occur even once throughout
the whole series which passed under his notice. This in
scribed stone is, therefore, of great value to you as adding
materially to the knowledge we already possess of the
military system as developed by the Romans in England,
notwithstanding its mutilated condition.
On the other hand, some will say, after examining the
inscription, that the stroke added to the V is the result not
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of accident, but design. In that case we have to consider
what is signified by the mark. Here valuable assistance is
afforded by the indefatigable Muratori, who has recorded
(vol. i., p. 29) the text of an inscription found at Rhodigium, the modern Rovigo in Venetian parts, and now (in
his day) preserved in the Museum of Count Camillo
Silvestri. This reads as follows:—
CER ERI AVG
HEDOM ACVS PVB .
n V I R MAG . OB HON
L IB T A T . R . E T H E R C V L
AVG .

The above-mentioned author explains this “ Cereri et
Herculi Hedomacus, sive Heedomachus, servus publicus
duumviralis Magistratus ob honorem libertatis receptae.”
There were, we are told, public slaves attached to public
magistrates and colleges. Gruter indexes some of these
publici, and notices of them and their position may be
found also in Fabretti’s work. It may, therefore, be that
we have on this imperfect Chester slab some such phrase
as IIV IR or i i i v i r MA, i.e., duumviralis Magistratus,
triumviralis magistratus, or so forth. The exact numeral
before the X/R (for vir) cannot now be ascertained. I am
inclined to accept the second alternate which I have
suggested, that, namely, of the addition of the stroke to
the V by design rather than by chance. But even so, I
advance the reading duumviralis magistratus with a con
siderable amount of diffidence, for when an inscription is
so fragmentary as this is, it would be extremely rash to
assert with confidence any reading as absolutely correct.
Perhaps some future operations on the wall at this spot
may reveal additional pieces of this and other slabs, and
then the true readings will be recovered. This recovery of
other portions is not by any means to be despaired of.

P l a t e XI.
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The British Museum possesses important Babylonian terra
cotta tablets, not much larger than a man’s hand, which
have been reconstructed with fragments, far older, much
more fragile, and much more difficult of identification than
Roman inscribed stones that have been recovered at
different times from the rubbish heaps of Mesopotamia.
Here, on the other hand, you have the site narrowed to
comparatively small dimensions, and the nature of the
relics to be sought for is unmistakeably apparent.

V III.
The next sculpture which claims attention is that of
Diogenes, the standard-bearer. It is unfortunately wanting
in the upper part, for the head of the effigy and the border
is wanting. In its present condition it measures two feet
seven inches wide and three feet five inches high. It is
not unlikely that it had a rounded top, but all traces of it
are lost. Upon the narrow plinth, bearing an inscription
in three lines, stands a full-length figure clad in a tunic
reaching to the knees. In his right hand he grasps a
standard, consisting of a thick staff tied with a scarf-like
vitta near the lower end, and surmounted by a male bust,
the head and shoulders of a deity or imperial personage, the
hair of which is treated in the manner already pointed out in
another instance in this collection, and which resembles a
series of uniform rolls or curls. The design is included, like
so many others of the Chester sculptures, within a broad
band or border along the edge of the stone measuring two
inches in width. The relief of the effigy appears to have
been pared down, perhaps by the mason who adapted it to
its utilitarian position in the wall. The standard is of
remarkable character, unless it be a simulacrum rather than
a standard. (See Plate XI.)
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The inscription is very fragmentary.

It reads:—

D . M
. . . I V S . DIOGEN
. . . I . FEC .

Diogenes is a name not unknown to archaeologists of
Romano-British research. A s long ago as 1579 a stone
sarcophagus was found, west of York walls, a quarter of a
mile or less, measuring six feet long by nearly three feet
wide, inscribed (at length): “ Marcus Verecundius Diogenes
iiiiiivir coloniae Eboracensis itemque municipii ortu cives
Biturix Cubus hoc sibi vivus fecit.” It is discussed by
Hiibner in his great work, No. 248.
Perhaps the imperfect name before Diogenes is Vere
cundius, but it is a matter of pure conjecture. The con
clusion of the inscription is probably some such well-known
formula as hoc sibi fecit, not unfrequently contracted into
H . s .F .
IX.
I now come to a stone which bears parts of two standing
figures. It measures two feet five inches high by twentyone inches wide, and seven inches thick. The left-hand
side is perfect, and contains the body, arms, and legs as far
as the knees, of a man clad in a tunic which reaches to the
thigh. Under his left arm is an indistinct object which
looks like a wine-skin or a bagpipe, there is a bent pipe or
tube which comes out from under the arm and is grasped
at the extremity by the man’s hands held together, the
right over the left, in front of him. This subject, with the
very fragmentary part of the right-hand figure, has been
enclosed and countersunk, as is usual with most of these
sculptures, in a recess of which the top is wanting, but the
moulding on the left-hand side is very good and consists
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of an inner semi-circular roll, then a flat strip, and a threequarters round roll moulding at the outside.
Along the base is an imperfect inscription, of which parts
of the first three lines alone remain. The lettering is cut in
deep bold characters of a fine Roman style, as follows (see
Plate X II.):—
'

H E R M A G O R ................
E T 0 F E L I C I S ...........
F R . . . T POMI . . . .

It is fairly conjecturable that in this fragmentary sepul
chral monument we have the effigies of Hermagoras and
Felix, perhaps brothers, if the letters FR . . . on the third
line was the commencement of fratrum. Possibly the
remaining part of the inscription signifies Titus Pompeius,
by whom the tablet was erected. Nothing, however, can
be predicated with any degree of certainty. Felix is by no
means an uncommon name all over the Roman world. It
occurs frequently in the corpus of Roman inscriptions found
in Britain but not among the Christian inscriptions.
The name Hermagoras also occurs, but only once as far
as I am aware. It is found on a funerary monument which
was described by the antiquary Horsley as lately dug up,
in his day, at Riechester or High Rochester ( Bremenium),
and now preserved, with many other valuable records in
stone of the Roman and early Christian period of Britain,
in the library of Durham Cathedral. Hiibner, who has
done so much for the student in bringing together under
one cover all Roman inscriptions found in Britain, reads this
Riechester tablet thus :—
D
M
HERM AGOR
A . ALVM NO
HONO
RATVS
T R IP . . .
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In this case also Hermagoras is the sole name of the
defunct, and it is not improbable that the Hermagoras of
the Chester slab and the Hermagoras of Riechester both
belonged to no very high social rank in the Roman cities
which contain their ashes.

X.
The next inscription is contained on a bordered slab,
which was formerly of fine bold dimensions, and from the
character of the lettering exhibited on the fragment of the
right-hand side, which alone has been recovered, may be
adjudged to have belonged to a good period and to have
recorded the memory of an important personage. The
fragment measures sixteen inches wide and fourteen inches
high. The breadth of the border is two and a quarter
inches. The inscription is as below:—
. . . M ISSICI
. . . V A > B > rFR<i
. . . X X > III t> V IX IT
. . .V . . .

The reading of the first line is conjectural. In the second
line BTR, with a horizontal bar through the last two letters,
is a contraction which may stand for Biturix, a native of
Bourges in France. But perhaps we shall be more justified
in rendering this by Beneficiarius tribuni, the pensioner or
dependent of a tribune. Carey states that, according to
Lipsius, a writer on Roman antiquities, such titles as beneficiarii consulum, praetorum, CBrarii, and so forth, are found
on inscribed stones. Muratori’s great work gives many
instances of beneficiarii, and among them a beneficiarii
Turmce, an expression which may perhaps throw consider
able light on this passage.
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The numerals in the third line, xx.lll, represent,
according to this view, the number of years during which
the deceased, whose name can only be guessed at, occupied
the dignity of beneficiary. After vixit the years of his
age are wanting, but there are indications of a V which
goes to make up the span of his life.

XI.
The Twentieth Legion is commemorated on another
sepulchral slab, of which only a small fragment of the righthand upper corner has been unearthed. This, like several
others already described, is furnished with a border or band,
so distinctive a detail of Roman inscribed stones. The only
letters that remain' are :—
. . . S x SV
. . . [L]EG x XX
. . . PT . . .

W e can say nothing more of this very fragmentary inscrip
tion than that it probably records the name and years of a
soldier of the Legio Vicesima Valeria Victrix, which has
left its name and title inseparably connected with the
primordial history of this ancient city.

X II.
Among the fragments of inscribed slabs we must include
the left-hand upper corner of a rectangular stone measuring
fifteen inches in height, eighteen inches in length, and five
inches in thickness. The inscription is as follows :—
D . M
. . . C P V B L II...........
. . . . FR M I ...........
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It is, therefore, dedicated to the Dii Manes in memory of
Caius Publius, probably a legionary soldier, if the imperfect
MI be a part of the word m ilitis, or militavit. The field
which carries the lettering is countersunk, and enclosed in a
broad flat border or frame enriched with an elegant Roman
moulding on the inside. The fragmentary condition of
this sepulchral monument precludes any possibility of
throwing further light on its origin. The letter R in the
third line is preceded by an E or F, but nothing can be
definitely deduced from it.

X III.
Y et another fragmentary stone commemorates a soldier
of the Twentieth Legion; but here, as in other examples,
the national or racial designation has been effaced by time,
the devourer of all things. It has a broad band or border
still remaining on the left-hand margin and along the
bottom. The foot, for several inches in depth, has been
left unworked by the sculptor, for, like other stones in this
series, it was intended to be fixed in the soil. The top and
the right-hand side are wanting, but if we may judge from
the missing parts of the inscription, not very much is
wanted to complete the stone. It may have been roughly
mutilated into its present form, in order to fit a particular
space in the wall. Certainly some of these stones appear
to have been purposely cut down at the time of being
utilised in the construction of the wall.
The legend is—
D . [M]
G . . . CES
VS
AN . X XX . MI
LEG . XX . V . V . S . . .
X . H . F . C .
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From this it is clear that it is a sepulchral monument,
dedicated to the memory of one CES . . . who had served
for ten years as a miles stipendiarius of the Legio X X . V . V .
and died at the age of thirty. It concluded with the very
common phrase, Heres faciundum curavit. s . . . x may
be interpreted stipendiary for ten years, but it would be
unwise to declare it with certainty. The most important
part of the inscription is the most obscure. It is in the third
line, after us, which is likely to be the end of the word
which begins with Ces on the second line. Some such word
as Cestius, Cesonius, or Cesarius; probably Cestius, which
frequently occurs in Muratori. This obscure word following
is the tribal or national name, and appears to read T E V R N ic
(? or t e v t o n i c , Teutonicus). It is very unsatisfactory and
indistinct.
It is much to be regretted that this name is not yet
recovered, although it will not present so many difficulties
of reading when it has been brought here to your museum,
and carefully examined with a strong side light. The
Twentieth Legion contained in its ranks natives of many of
the subjugated races which composed the Roman empire.
One stone found last year records the memory of Marcus
Aurelius Alexander, a prefect of the camp of this legion,
and Natione Syrus. The altar to the Genius Loci, which
forms No. 25 of your museum series, bears the name of
Flavius Longus, the tribune of this legion, and his son
Longinus Domo Samosata, that is natives of Samosate, a
town of Syria. Three of those it has been my pleasing
duty to describe to you to-night furnish other national
names: Titia?ms F elix Brixius, Cecilius Donatus Bessus
Natione, and Fabia Crescentia Brixia. This is one of several
interesting issues of Chester history which are illustrated
by these newly-found stones. The varying dimensions of
the letters on this stone are also worthy of notice.
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X IV .
There is one stone which from its unique appearance
may possibly have belonged to a building, although I am
not at all certain that it does not form part of a sepulchral
tablet. It is a narrow stone, with three lines of inscription
too fragmentary for interpretation.
. ..
.. .

M ET
ACRA
FA

. . .
. ..

The word in the second line may have been sacra, simu
lacra, lavacra, or some such word. That in the third line
is perhaps the beginning of the constantly occurring
sepulchral formula: faciundum curavit. A s there is nothing
before the F, it would seem that the inscription finished
with these words.
Below is the left-hand horn of an
elliptical or shell-shaped top of a niche, with a small
portion of the sunken field beneath it, in which, no doubt,
an effigy was carved in relief. But if it be contended that
this stone formed part of a building, then this curved band
or border formed the limit of a panel, doorway, or other
detail, all knowledge of which is now destroyed.

XV.
I must not omit to include in this extensive collection of
inscribed stones a slab which belongs to the class, although
it bears no inscription. It is a square stone, measuring
seven inches in thickness, and three feet six inches along
the side. There is a deeply-cut chase seven inches wide
in the slab, leaving a raised square in the middle, and a
raised border about six inches wide at the edge of the
stone. This has probably formed the base or lid (most
likely the base) of a sarcophagus of parallelopipedal form,
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having its four upright sides let into the sunken square
frame or chase which shows pairs of mortice holes for the
insertion of plugs to hold the upright sides. I should not
be surprised if the sarcophagus, of which this is the base
or ledger stone, has contributed its inscription either to
this new series or to that already described in the city
surveyor’s report last year. We have in the British
Museum a somewhat similar relic,1 which is, however, more
complete, for the upper and the lower slabs as well as the
upright portion, which in this case is not cubical but
cylindrical, are all extant. The cylinder is hollow, and
contained the remains of the person for whom it was made
in a glass vessel. In like manner the Chester sarcophagus,
of which we have at present nothing beyond the base, en
closed an urn or cinerary jug of glass containing the
bones of a personage of military rank.

X V II.
The most important carved stone without inscription is
that of solid dimensions, measuring two feet three inches
wide, eighteen inches thick, and three feet six inches high,
with base broken off and missing. In a deeply-recessed
niche, with semi-circular vaulting over head, stands a man,
full length, turned slightly to the left, clad in a tunic
reaching half way down the thigh. In his right hand he
holds a staff or verge furnished with a hook or tendril at
the distance of about a third from the broken line at the
bottom of the stone. This may be compared with the
standard girt with a scarf-like object on a sculpture in this
series, which has already been described. The moulding
and the architectural features of this piece of elegant
' See description and engraving in Arch. Joum ., vol. ii., p. 251.
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Roman work deserve a special notice. The base being
absent we cannot tell what mouldings may have been em
ployed in it, but the moulding which runs up the righthand side of the stone consists of a narrow strip or ribbon
between two semi-circular headings. Inside this is a second
order, consisting of a partially-sunken shaft channelled or
fluted with one groove down the middle of its front face,
and finished off with a carved capital just at the level
where the round-headed arch springs. But this arch or
vault does not rest on the shaft in any part, for it is, in
fact, a continuation of the outer moulding, and shows the
original height of the stone’s face, just as the moulding
itself does, whereas the shaft is sunk at least an inch in
depth, and stands inside the niche as it were.
This is an important relic indeed, and deserves a place
of honour in your museum of Roman antiquities, whenever
its contents are properly displayed.
The same operations which yielded these inscribed stones
revealed a large number of massive stones with a variety of
Roman mouldings and carvings. Among them are portions
of moulded cornices, copings, and parts of bases and other
architectural fragments. The evidence of these tends to
show that two or three distinctly different buildings have
contributed their ruins to the number. One of these build
ings was designed with more or less rectangular plan, and
on a massive scale; another had a curvilinear outline in
plan. One was enriched with pilasters or columns, having
the capitals decorated after the well-known Corinthian
type; another had the intercolumnar slab carved with
reeded or fluted countersunk bands, semi-circular in section,
alternating with strips. O f the former kind there is one
very good example, a solid block measuring two feet two
inches long, nineteen inches high, and fifteen inches thick.
It is the capital of a boldly-designed pilaster, carved on
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one wide and two narrow faces with conventional foliage
of a not uncommon type seen in Roman edifices in Britain
and elsewhere. O f the latter kind there is one stone
twenty-four inches thick, eighteen inches along the face, and
twelve and a half inches high, with a rough cast base, which
was let into the foundation of the building to which it
belonged. Along the face are the semi-circular endings
or bases of three of the above-mentioned reedings. The
breadth of the reeds is two and a half inches each, that of
the intervening strips three inches. A second stone, which
I have no hesitation in attributing to the same building,
measures twenty-four inches thick, two feet eight inches
along the face, and twelve inches high. It will be observed
that the thickness and height correspond very closely to
the stone already described. The face of this carved stone
is ornamented with fine flutings or reedings alternately with
six flat strips, the width of the former being two and a half
inches, and of the latter three inches, precisely the same
dimensions, in fact, as are indicated on the stone to which
I have drawn your attention.
Some of these building stones have the Roman lewis
holes and cramp holes very well preserved.
I now come to an important point in my remarks. If
the repairs of a comparatively small portion of the north
wall has yielded so many valuable inscribed slabs (not to
mention the architectural fragments of ancient buildings),
what treasures might not be revealed to the delight of
Romano-British antiquaries if a systematic exploration on
a more comprehensive scale could be put in hand by a
committee who were furnished with funds sufficient to
carry out their commission in a thoroughly exhaustive
manner. Accidental excavation, for various purposes of
rebuildings and alterations, have frequently disclosed an
cient vestiges of the highest importance. Here at one
J
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time the farmer’s ploughshare lays bare long stretches of
mosaic pavements (as at Bignor in Sussex, and Brading,
Isle of Wight), but slightly covered by the soil, which has
protected them for nearly twenty centuries from destruction
and decay, nay, and almost miraculously preserved them
to be the delight of an age which has at length become
sufficiently intelligent to appreciate them at their true
worth, and to enjoy them as pictures in stone, which
fascinated the artists of the early middle ages. There, at
another time, the excavator employed in digging founda
tions or tunnels meets with richly-sculptured fragments of
temples, as at Bath and Silchester, and public buildings
with the details as fresh as when they left the mason’s
chisel. Again and again accident has revealed city walls,
cemeteries crowded with inscribed slabs, hypocausts, baths,
villas, and the whole edificiary apparatus of the Roman
citizen occupier. But if ever there were indications of
future success vouchsafed to the explorer of ancient sites,
they are plainly manifested in Chester at the north wall.
The finger of Archaeology beckons you forward, and you
cannot be content to remain inactive when a little trouble
and a small cost may yield the most important results. I
say this not to the Chester Archaeological Society alone,
but to the Corporation and the city generally. Canon
Raine, of York, in a letter published early in October last
year, wrote these words :—
I express the earnest desire of many in wishing
that the excavations at the walls of Chester should be
continued, and every Roman inscription extricated.
There can be no harm in rebuilding a wall of a com
paratively late date, provided that old face-stones are
used in the work. The vandalism, in my idea, would
be in suffering the inscribed stones to remain where
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they are. The ancient history of Deva is a matter of
the greatest consequence to every student of antiquity
and vve cannot afford to lose the evidence which these
easily attainable inscriptions would probably afford.
J. R a i n e .

Other antiquaries have expressed the same sentiments, with
whom I, for one, humbly desire to be numbered. And if
the outcome of the interest, which I am glad to see my
lecture to-night has evoked, should be that some organisa
tion may be inaugurated for the purpose of again searching
the walls in places carefully chosen, it will not have been
aroused in vain.

F ig u r e

of a

R o m a n S o l d ie r

(see p.

on a

h i ).
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