
Notes on Chester S treet-N ames P ast and 
P resent (N orthern Section)

B Y  G E O R G E  W.  H A S W E L L

( Read 19th December, 1905)

N introducing the subject of the evening, I 
could hardly find more appropriate words 
than those of William Webb, in his descrip

tion of Chester in King's “  Vale Royal ” ; he says:—
“  A s I led you even now about the W alls o f the C ity , w hich 

are tw o m iles round, so now I desire you to be acquainted 
w ith  the Streets and L anes b y  n am e.”

The first known official list of our street names is in 
the year 1567, when, by command of Richard Dutton, 
Mayor of that year, the following is ordered to be 
written in the assembly book :—

“  H ereafter follow  the names o f all the S treets and Lanes 
w ithin  the C ity  o f C hester, and suburbs o f the same, as were 
named in days o f Edw ard III. and afore, b y  the record th ereof 
in w ritin g  in a table, and copied herein by the com m andm ent 
o f the W orshipfu l Richard D utton, M ayor o f the said C ity .”

As it is our purpose this evening to trace the old 
streets and lanes, and endeavour to account for them, 
or connect them with their modern titles, I propose 
dividing my portion of this paper into the sections as 
written in Mayor Dutton’s book.
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Speed’s fl&ap of Chester, 1610
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The first section refers to Kastgate Street:—
“  On the north side o f the said street is a Lane th at goeth  

out o f the said street b y  the m essuage side o f late W illiam  
Stanm er, and so to the k irk  yard of St. Oswalds, called  Leen 
Lane, and beneath it upon the same side near[er] the E astgate  
is a Lane called Sain t G oddestall Lane, and so goeth  out o f  
the said street into the said C hurch Yard. This G oddestall 
lieth  buried w ithin the A b b ey  C hurch in C hester, and he w as 
an Em peror and a virtuous desposed man in his liv in g , and 
his Lane lieth  between the m essuage, som etim e o f Robert 
C ham berlyn e and the m essuage late in the holding o f W illiam  
H um phrey, and on the same side near the E astgate there 
is a Lane called Sain t W erburgh  Lane, and it goeth into th e 
foresaid C hurch Y a rd .”

This “ Leen Lane ” has entirely disappeared as a 
thoroughfare leading off Eastgate Street. I cannot 
find any trace of it upon the maps of the period ; but 
may I suggest that its northern termination still exists 
in that narrow passage opposite the east end of the 
Music Hall, between Messrs. McHattie’s warehouse and 
St. Werburgh Chambers? Webb, in 1621, refers to it 
as “ Peen Land.”

“ Saint Goddestall Lane ” we have left in the present 
Godstall Lane, its old name carrying us long back into 
the past. To make this a thoroughfare, without impedi
ments, we have a difficulty to contend with in the 
present level; but as there seems to be no doubt of 
its existence as leading out of Eastgate Street, we 
must assume that, originally, there was a break in 
the Eastgate Street Row— exactly as you have in Goss 
Street and other instances— and afterwards the East- 
gate Street end was built up, the Row continued, and 
the necessary level made up with debris. This Row 
was formerly known as “ Pepper Alley Row ” ; also as 
“ The Dark Row.” The sign and license of “ The
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Three Crowns Tavern ” were removed from St. Peter’s 
Churchyard to “ The Bridgewater Arms,” in the “ Pep
per Alley Row,” when the Commercial Buildings (now 
the City Club premises) were built in 1806. The 
eastern end of this Row (now Eastgate Row North) 
probably adjoined another of our old taverns or inns, 
/'.if., “ The Mitre.” On the left hand, and running 
parallel with St. Werburgh Street, was a passage known 
as the “ Dark Entry.” 1 “ Goddestall Dane” must have
been a somewhat important one, as a few years ago, 
in making the present Godstall Chambers, a very fine 
timbered house-front was opened out.

“ St. Werburgh Dane ” we have also left u s ; it is 
now more than double its original width; and it would 
appear the original lane was a little more to the west, 
Parr’s Bank occupying the site of the old “  Mitre 
Tavern.” There would be no road leading in the direc
tion of the King’s School, as at present, but it was 
simply one of the principal approaches to the Abbey, 
bringing you exactly opposite the South Transept.

The second section in the original records refers to 
Foregate Street, and says :—

“  T here is a lane upon the N orth side som etim e called 
C o o le ’s Lane and now called C ow  Lane, and it stretch eth  
into H onw alds L on e................................ ”

After describing the lanes on the south side it pro
ceeds :—

“  And upon the other side o f the street, more E astw ards 
[than the Bars], is a Lane called  C hester Lane, and it  putteth  
upon H onewalds L o n e.”

1 See reply to Luoy D. T., by the late Thomas Hughes, F.S.A., 
Cheshire Sheaf, 1st Series, Vol. II., p. 164.



In “  Coole’s Lane ” we have our Frodsham Street, 
sometime called “ Warrington Street”— a thoroughfare 
leading out of the City towards those places ; but it 
retained the name of “ Cow Lane ” for the longest 
period ; in Broster's map it is referred to as “ Cow L ane” 
or “ Canal Street.” On the right hand we come to 
Union Walk, leading into Queen Street, the site of the 
old “ Jousting Croft.” “ Cow L an e” may roughly be 
said to have terminated, as it does now, by the Kale
yards lower gateway. At this spot stood “ Cow Lane 
Turnpike,” seen in the map depicting Chester at the 
siege [1643].

We are told that this lane “ putteth upon Konewalds 
Lone.” The origin of this “ Honwalds Lone ” appears 
to me to be very obscure; but we find upon all the 
earlier maps a large open space, and, in Speed's map, 
dotted over with small houses. Webb, in his “  Itin
erary,” says:—

“  A  little  further w ithout E astgate, on the N orth side o f 
F oregate Street, lyetli a lane som etim e called C oole ’s Lane, 
now C ow  Lane, w hich, after you have gone certain paces, 
opens into a void place w hich (for reason I find not) th ey 
called ‘ H enw alds L o n e ,’ where th ey  u sually  hold the Horse- 
fa ir .”

It seems to have extended eastwards very much in the 
same direction as the present Victoria Place, towards 
Sellar Street ; on the west or north-west, towards Gorse 
Stacks, following the present line of buildings into 
George Street; then we can trace its northern outline 
by the opposite side of George Street to Brook Street 
and Bowling Green, still continuing on the northern 
side of Milton Street to the open country. In an earlier 
map than Speed's (Smith's of 1580), “ Ye Horsemarket ” 
is roughly located by the north-west angle of George
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Street and the Bowling Green Inn, so you will see 
we still retain in our Smithfield the original place for 
horsedealing.

Canon Morris, in his “ Chester in the Plautagenet 
and Tudor Periods,” fixes upon George Street as b e in g  
“ Heuwalds Lone.” We also learn from the same 
authority, that, owing to the danger from fires, a 
public space “ on the left of the Jousting Croft ” was 
allotted for the storing of gorse, at that period largely 
used for fuel.

In 1590, “ St. Thomas’ Ward Constable was ordered 
to report some overcrowding, by strange Manx women, 
in a house of Rad. Healy without a Chimney, and 
dangerous to the ‘ Gorse Stacks ’ by fire ” ; it is also 
quite evident that these are “ The Gorst Stacks” we 
have in mind, because St. Thomas’ Ward was “ from the 
Northgate, with the Lanes on both sides the Street, 
so far as the liberties last northwards.” Would not 
such a large open space as this be useful for carrying 
on the sports so popular in the days of our forefathers ? 
We know that the Jousting Croft was on the east side 
of “ Henwalds Lone ” ; also we had a “ Cockfight Hill ” 
in the neighbourhood of the present Cow Lane Canal 
Bridge; there was also “ Greg’s P it” in the neigh
bourhood of “ Gorst Stacks.” There being no trace of 
anything approaching a hill in this neighbourhood, 
we might suggest that the canal works, begun about 
1776, were the reason for its disappearance. We shall 
presently deal with another lane that “ putteth upon 
Henwalds Lone ” ; and this word “ putteth ” bears out 
the open space theory; and it is also strengthened by 
the fact that, in 1570, “  Thomas Shiffmaker was fined 
6/8 for enclosing common lands at the end of Cow
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Lane ” ; and this end would certainly not be the City 
end.

I am afraid your attention has been too long diverted 
from Foregate Street, in discussing “ Henwaldes Lone,” 
so we will retrace our steps. There appears to be no 
mention of any lane running from the north side of 
Foregate Street until “ The Bars ” are reached ; then 
east of the Bars we have “ Chester Lane,” putting upon 
“ Henwalds L on e” ; this lane can be clearly traced, 
and I would suggest Steam Mill Street, opposite Dee 
Lane, as being the Bars or Boughton end of “ Chester 
Lane,” crossing the canal into Leadworks Lane, by 
the City Road Chapel, and so westwards towards the 
Bowling Green, via Milton Street before-mentioned 
At the time of the siege this lane was known as “ Horn 
Lane,” but it bore an intermediate name, viz., “ Star 
Lane,” as described by Webb in his “ Itinerary ” ; it is 
not shewn on Braun's map or Smith's, but is distinctly 
seen on Speed's map, and can be traced in the direc
tion suggested.

The fourth section of the old names is Watergate 
Street:—

“  Upon the N orth side o f the said street, n ext the C hurch  
o f St. Peter, is a Lane call Goslane, and upon the same 
side m ore w esterly, n ext to the m ansion, is a Lane called  
G errards Lane, and it putteth  upon Persones Lane, and at 
the E ast end o f T rin ity  C hurch  is a Lane named T rin ity  
Lane. Bereward Street begin neth  at the G rey Friars Gate 
and putteth  upon Barn Lane, and out o f this S treet there 
w ent a L an e to St. C hads C hurch called St. C hads L an e, and 
from the said C hurch  there w ent a w ay  to the W alls o f  the 
said C ity , called D og L a n e .”

Of the four thoroughfares leading out of Watergate 
Street on the north side, we have only two that we
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can trace by name, viz. : Goss Street and Trinity 
Street; the former, “  Goslane,” was a cul-de-sac; on 
Speed's map it is called “ Gose Lane,” and “ Gorst 
Lane ” on Broster's map. The next lane we come to 
is “  Gerrards Lane,” now Crook Street, leading into 
Princess Street— or “ Persones Lane ” of old.

In J. H. H.’s little Guide to Chester, published 1816, 
Hanshall (the author) says : that in—

“  1814, a com m unication w as formed between Goss Lane 
and C rooks Street, w hich is o f great convenience to the 
inhabitants o f the W est end, as it affords a d irect road to 
the Butchers, F ish, V egetable, and M ug m arkets ”  ;

This is now known as Hamilton Place, adjoining the 
south side of the Market.

The next opening westwards is “ Trinity Lane,” now, 
as in almost every other case, classified by the higher 
sounding title of “ street” ; this lane seems to have 
been a favourite locality for places of religious wor
ship. Hanshall says :—

“  T rin ity  Lan e contains a M ethodist C hapel o f the N ew 
Connection o f K ilham ites, for Schism  has even crept into 
th e tem ple o f Sectarianism , w hich is w ell attended ; also a 
U nitarian  Chapel, built as a Presbyterian  Place o f W orship 
b y  the late and em inent divine, M atthew  H e n r y ; the con 
gregation  a lth o ’ respectable, has, how ever, m uch fallen off. 
N early  opposite the last Chapel is one o f the W elsh Cal- 
vin istic  M ethodists, w hich is m uch too sm all for its num erous 
con gregation .”

On the opposite side to Trinity Street is Weaver 
Street, formerly designated “ Weaver’s Lane ” ; it pre
viously bore the title of “ St. Albans Lane.” Has 
this earlier name any connection with the Abbot of 
St. Albans, who, with his Sub-Prior and the Prior 
of Coventry, in 1362, visited Chester to enquire into 
the conduct of Abbot Seynesbury ?



The “ Bereward Street,” in a still more westerly direc
tion, is a very interesting reminder of the rough tastes 
of our ancestors, in bull and bear-baiting, cockfighting, 
& c .; it would indicate the residence of the keeper of 
the bears. The modern name of this street is Linenhall 
Street, but about ioo years ago it was known as “ Lower 
Lane ” ; a reminder still remains in a courtway on the 
west side of Crook Street, known as “ Lower Yard.” 
The mention of “ Dog Lane ” as leading out of “ Bere
ward Street ” is extremely interesting as a place-name. 
St. Chad’s Church is seen in Hollar's map, and stood, 
roughly, where the Linenhall or Stanley Place, now 
occupies. In the Hulvi. M SS. the Church is described 
as being in “ Ye field near ye Watergate, on ye North 
side, now ruinated, Ann: 1662.”

In Bedward Row, on the south side of the Infirmary, 
leading from Linenhall Street to the Walls, we have 
another reminder of the original; the mention that 
this lane “ putteth upon Barn Lane,” would indicate 
its continuation through St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields to 
King Street, for King Street is the old “ Barn Lane.” 
Hanshall calls St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields “ Ox L an e” ; 
but I hope presently to refer to this point. Outside the 
Watergate we have no really ancient streets; but the 
names of “ The Flint Boat-House,” Crane Bank, will 
suffice to connect 11s with the lost shipping trade of 
this former Port. In this neighbourhood were the ship
building yards— a trade which had flourished for many 
years, and which reached, apparently, its zenith early in 
the last century, as we read that, in 1816, over 250 hands 
were engaged in this industry, and that it “ was not 
unusual to see ten or a dozen vessels on the stocks at the 
same time.” [Hanshall\. Watergate Street was paved 
from the High Cross to Trinity Church, in 1579, at
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the charge of every one at his own door. Perhaps the 
mention of the fact of an indenture being entered into 
with one Thomas Bennett, on October 8th, 1567, when 
Watergate Street, Eastgate Street, Foregate Street, and 
Boughton (to the Bars), are all termed the High Street, 
will be interesting.

We will retrace our steps to the Cross ; but, before 
turning north, I should like to draw attention to what 
appears to me a very important matter. You will see, 
on Hollar's map, that St. Peter’s Church occupies an 
island site, with a street sweeping from the west end 
of the Church well up into Northgate Street; but, as 
you will have observed, no mention is made of a street or 
lane west of the Church until “ Goss Lane ” is reached ; 
but in the twenty-fourth year of Elizabeth’s reign, on 
the 6th July [1582], John Shawe appeals to the Justices 
of the Peace for the remittance of the fine “ for the 
making of Peter Street,” because he had, evidently, 
contributed more than his just share for the paving 
of Watergate Street. The connection of these two 
streets, and the significant wording, making and paving, 
seems to me to suggest very strongly that we possessed 
a “ Peter Street” in Chester; and as I am not aware 
of any such street having been in existence, I trust 
some light will be thrown upon it this evening; if it 
means paying a contribution towards a new street, the 
year 1582 would be the date of its formation.

The old records then go on to Northgate Street, 
and say :—

“  There is a Lane afore the gates o f the abbey that is called 
Persones Lane, and it putteth  upon Bereward Street, and 
upon the same side near[er] the N orthgate is a Lane called  
Barn Lane, and it putteth upon Bereward Street, and out



o f it  go eth  a Lane tow ards the w alls nam ed • O x L an e,’ and 
from it tow ards the N orth[gate] is called B agge Lane, and 
w ithout the said N orthgate, on the E ast side, the Lane that is 
beside the little  K iln  and goeth  N orthw ard tow ards the W in dy 
M ill, that w ay  is called the San dy w ay ; and w ithout the said 
N orthgate there is one w ay that goeth  tow ards the Bache, 
and it is called the Bache W a y ; and there is another w ay 
that goeth  tow ards the Port Pool, and it is called 'P o o lw a y .’ ”

We have in this description of Northgate Street in 
\ \ \ Edward ^ V .’s reign no mention of any thoroughfares 

on the east or Abbey side, although there would be 
access to the west front of the Abbey. Doubtless, the 
whole of the east of Northgate Street, from the present 
Music Hall Passage right up to the Northgate, was 
taken up by the monastic buildings.

If we stay for one moment immediately upon passing 
St. Peter’s Church, we come to what was one of the 
most picturesque bits in Chester : Shoemaker’s Row, 
now having given place to more (so-called) modern 
improvements. In 1616, we read that King James, 
after having attended service in the Cathedral, pro
ceeded along “ Shoemaker’s Row ” to the “ Pentice,” 
where he was banqueted, and afterwards presented 
with a bowl containing 100 guineas. [Hanshalf].

On the east or right-hand side we have, fortunately- 
left us, an undisturbed Row, with its quaint and 
crooked lines, which originally formed a portion of the 
“ Broken Shin Row,” well known by this name to a 
past generation ; its present northern termination is in 
a passage running east; this passage, known formerly 
as “ Smiths Walk,” and afterwards “ Crumps Entry,” 
would lead into the suggested line of the “ Leen Lane ” 
mentioned in the Eastgate Street section.
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“  In N orthgate S treet the Rows now extend n early  from 
the Cross to the F ish  M arket on the W est side, and to ‘ Sm iths 
E n try  ’ on the E a st.”  2

The lane opposite the Abbey gates, “ Persones or 
Parsons Lane,” with the Cormnarket and Shambles at 
its entrance, is our Princess Street. This “ Persones 
Lane,” you will remember, is described as running into 
“  Bereward Street,” or Linenhall Street, referred to in 
the Watergate Street section. A small lane, shewn on 
the old maps immediately before coming to Princess 
Street, seems to have been swallowed up by the Market 
and Town Hall buildings; traces of it can clearly be 
seen in the White Lion Stables, in Crook Street.

We now come to Hunter Street, a reminiscence of the 
old “ Hunter’s Walk.” A picturesque house originally 
stood here, and was once occupied by a Mr. Hunter, 
a Verger of the Cathedral, and also an engraver; among 
the collection here this evening some of his work will 
be found ; he also illustrated some of the small City 
Guides [c. 1787].

Continuing towards the Northgate, we come to “ Barn 
Lane,” now modernised into King Street; this, we were 
told, “ putteth upon Bereward Street,” thus making, as 
previously suggested in the Watergate Street section, 
Linenhall Street and St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields one lane. 
I previously referred to St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields as 
“ Ox Lane, on Hanshall's authority, but I think he 
must have been mistaken, because it distinctly states 
that “ Ox Lane ” goeth towards the Walls, out of “ Barn 
Lane ” ; so that “ Ox Lane ” would be that small open
ing opposite King’s Buildings, and where Huxley’s 
Brewery buildings formerly stood.

2 “ The Chester Guide, or a Walk round the Walls and through the 
City,” Seacombe, 1828.
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Again to quote our text : “ from it towards the 
North [gate] is called Bagge Lane,” afterwards known 
as “ Walls Lane,” 3 and now as Water Tower Street. 
This “ Bagge Lane” or “ Walls Lane” or Water Tower 
Street would appear by some of the maps to have 
terminated by the archway near to “ Morgan’s Mount.” 
Many will remember an old Rope Walk in this locality, 
but hardly in the days of John Pemberton (Mayor in 
1730), who, when sitting in the alcove now known as 
“ Pemberton’s Parlour,” overlooked his men working 
in the rope walk below; the original name of this 
defence was “ the Goblin or Dill’s Tower.” At the 
Northgate end of this lane was formerly a row of 
houses, abutting against the Walls.

In Braun's map (1572-1618) this lane is not shewn, 
the south side of “ Barn Lane,” or King Street, is seen 
fronting the Walls, and 110 street between the “ Persoues 
L an e” and the Walls. This seems rather puzzling, 
because the map is published between Mayor Dutton’s 
second year of office and Speed's map of 1610. The 
sketchy map of Smith's, published in 1580, shews 
nothing of “ Walls Lane.” Both maps are evidently 
in error, and as we have this lane distinctly set out 
by the Assembly Book, we must take Speed's map as 
being correct, as it proves to be in this and many 
other instances; also he, being a native of Farndon, 
would have better local knowledge of the City than 
authors on the continent. Another proof of the exist-

9 There appear to have been two “  Walls Lane,” the other leading 
from St. Martin’s Ash, in Nicholas Street, for on “  March 28th, 1789, a 
mare belonging to a Mr. Hodson, taking fright, ran with great fury down 
Walls Lane, harnessed to a truck ; she leapt over the Walls on to the 
Roodee, without the least injury.”

D



ence is, that in the “ Northgate W ard” extending “ from 
the Northgate with the Barn Lane, and so unto ‘ Par
sons Lane,’ and then half of the same lane on the 
north side, and so thence the Crofte, and to the 
Walls and Northgate.” The “ Cornmarket Ward ” took 
the south half of “ Parsons Lane.”

Dealing with the lanes “ without” [or outside of] the 
Northgate, we have in onr present Upper Northgate 
Street the old “  Bache Way,” leading to the “ Bache 
Pool,” on the Liverpool Road, a little over a mile from 
the City; this picturesque pool, with its banked-up edges, 
was opposite to the entrance of the Bache Hall ; it was, 
some thirty years ago, fenced round, filled-in, and conse
quently is lost to the public. The Old Hall was, among 
others, destroyed by the garrison, to prevent it being 
used as a shelter to the enemy during the siege. Imagine 
the scene here 103 years ago, when the Volunteers and 
nearly half of the inhabitants of Chester went out to the 
“ Bache Pool,” to meet the Royal Chester Militia on 
their home-coming. Upper Northgate Street was also 
known as “ further Northgate Street ” ; and in Webb's 
account, he says: “ the Street without Northgate, or 
St. John’s Street.” The Northgate, with its prison 
overhead and dungeons beneath, was in the custody 
of the Sheriffs of the City.

In retracing our steps towards the City, after pass
ing on the right, Rocky Lane, we notice, a little 
further on, an old barn. This is the site of the 
Chapel of “ St. Thomas & Beckett,” afterwards called 
“ Dutton Hall,” the residence of Mr. Jolly, one of 
the mansions destroyed at the time of the siege, 
to prevent their occupation by the enemy. It was 
afterwards known as “ Jolly’s H a ll” ; and, I think,
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sometime “ Green Hall.” A little further, and on the 
opposite side of the road, adjoining and running par
allel with the north side of Old Northgate House (the 
residence of the late Judge Wynne Ffoulkes, once an 
Honorary Secretary of this Society), is a narrow passage 
leading to “ Windmill Lane ” (of course I mean Victoria 
Road) ; this was known, not many years ago, as “ The 
Narrow Croft,” but now by the name of Abbot’s Nook.

At the juncture of the Liverpool and Parkgate Roads 
stood the Maypole. In Broster's “ Directory,” of 1781, 
the following entry will be of interest, referring to 
charges for the hire of sedan chairs : “ To the Maypole 
in further Northgate Street, Fare 6d- for a chair.” At 
this point also was the “ Turnpike ” or “  Toll House.”

Proceeding a little way down Parkgate Road, and 
on the left, we come to a very new street, called Walpole 
Street; this is on the site of an old stile-road, leading 
across the present Bouverie Street into Garden Lane. 
Formed)', a house stood in the centre of this street, 
called “ Priest-field Cottage ” ; and adjoining, on the 
north, is a house called “ Green Bank Cottage.” 4 At 
the back of these houses were two fields, known as 
“ Priest-field ” and “ Cotton’s-field,” the latter exists, 
and is the Arnold House Cricket-field. Mr. W. E. 
Brown’s house stands upon the old “ Priest’s Croft.” 
These references are interesting, for opposite to you, 
on the higher ground, and facing the Liverpool Road, 
would be the Chapel of St. Thomas & Beckett.

Proceeding towards the Northgate, we will turn 
down, to our left, George Street— “ the Sandy way by

4 “ Green Rank Cottage ” formerly stood on the Eaton Road, the 
materials being conveyed from there, and re-erected upon its present
site,
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the little Kiln.” We know that there was a Kiln here 
early in the 16th century; if it was a pottery kiln, it 
would be interesting to find something about our 
Chester i6tli century pottery; this kiln perhaps occupied 
the site of the present Chapel, at the corner of Victoria 
Road. We also know that on this spot stood the Poor- 
house ; afterwards used as a nail factory by Mr. Brassey; 
and doubtless many here have seen the nail-makers at 
work there. George Street was once known as “ Old 
Poorhouse Lane,” and is referred to as such on Brosfer's 
map.

Turning the corner by the Chapel, we proceed north 
up “ Windmill Lane,” now Victoria Road ; it was also 
known at one time as “ Bessome Lane.” It will not 
take long to proceed to the end of this lane, passing 
the Northgate Station on the right hand. At the 
extreme northern end of this lane, and nearly opposite 
to Christ Church Vicarage, stood a farm-house, and in 
a low7 stone wall adjoining the road was built part 
of a mill-stone. Upon this site was built, in 1643, 
“ Dr. Walley’s Mount,” a portion of the outworks hur
riedly thrown up for the protection of the City. Charles 
Walley was Mayor in 1630 and 1644 > as an ardent 
Royalist he figured conspicuously in the troublesome 
times of the siege, and was also one of the six persons 
who refused to sign the Articles of Surrender.

As the description in Broster's “  History of the Siege 
of Chester ” brings in so many familiar place-names, 
I trust this extract will be interesting :—

“  T h e outw7orks and intrenchm ents were carried on w ith  
such great vigour, that in the b egin in g o f the n ext sum m er 
the mud W alls, M ounts, Bastions, & c., were all com pleted. 
T he O utw orks com m enced at the A lcove on the C ity  W alls, 
w hich lies between the W ater Tow er and the N orthgate [Pem-



berton ’s Parlour], and proceeded tow ards the stone bridge 
lead in g to Blacon, then in clin in g to the N orth-east took in 
the utm ost lim its in the F u rth er N orthgate S ‘- then turnin g 
E astw ard towards Flookersbrook encom passed Horn Lane and 
all th at part o f the town to Boughton ; from thence the w orks 
were carried down to the edge o f S l- Joh n ’s D ee.”

We have one lane more to account for outside the 
Northgate, viz., the “  Port Pool Way.” This you will 
find in Canal Street, on the northern side of the Blue 
Coat School and St. John’s Hospital. This “ Port Pool 
Way ” is a reminder of the importance Chester once 
was proud of, in her seaport days. This Canal Street 
is called “ Dee Dane ” on Batenham's maps in the small 
City Guides. On the right-hand side of Canal Street 
are two roads: the upper one, Garden Lane (named 
“ Cottage Street ” on Batenham's first edition of his 
little guide, 1819); the lower road, Raymond Street; 
both of these are shewn on Speed's map of 1610. 
“ Stone Bridge Road ” seems to have been a third 
title ; it would, of course, lead to the Stone Bridge on 
the Saughall Road, mentioned in the extract relating 
to the siege.

Canon Morris, in his most valuable book, “ Chester 
during the Plantagenet and Tudor Periods ” (to which 
I am indebted for many notes contained in this Paper), 
referring to the changes which have taken place in 
our street names, says :—

“  It is m uch to be regretted  that the C ity  Authorities should 
have th o u gh t so little  o f preserving the in d ivid u ality  o f their 
ancient C ity  as to have altered, unnecessarily, the sim ple 
name o f ‘ Lane ’ into the am bitious title o f 1 S treet ’ ; and 
further obscured the id en tity  o f these passages and a lleys 
b y  g iv in g  them  a different design ation .”

The Canon, in excusing the emotional Parisian in 
changing street-names according to change of govern-

P R E SE N T  (N O R TH ER N  SECTIO N ) 4 1
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ments, advises the sober Cestrian not to be so ready 
to part with names and memories which have come 
down to him from the far-distant past.

The same complaint was made ninety years before 
by Hanshall, in his little Guide to Chester, who pre
faces his list of “ Ancient and Modern Streets,” with, 
“  The changes which have taken place in the names 
of streets, &c., are another instance of the mutable 
nature of all sublunary institutions.”

I hope that I have not, in these notes, tired you 
with too much detail; and trust that they may prove 
an impetus to further investigation of a fascinating 
subject.

Before concluding, Mr. Brown and myself wish to 
thank Mr. William Vernon for the loan of his most 
valuable old maps. For information about the Mill 
Stone, “ Cotton’s Field,” “ The Mitre Tavern,” and 
“ Green Bank Cottage,” &c., I am indebted to my 
friend Mr. Frank H. Williams.

Errata—  Page 35. Edward IV. should read Edward III.



append ty
BY G E O R G E  W.  H A S W E L L

EASTGATE AND FOREGATE STREETS.

P ast Name.

VVatling Street 
The H igh  Cross 
The C onduit (W ater House 
The P illory  )
The S tocks . j
H igh  Street

The Pentice (Court House)

T he Parsonage House 
Forest S treet 
Leen Lane .

Inodscall Lane . . )
Sain t G oddestall Lane >
Bedpost Row 
S. W ereburg Lane
Talbot Row j
R oyal H otel Row
The D ark E ntry 
Pepper A lle y  Row . A
T he D ark Row 
B axter Row
T he C o u n try  B akers’ Row I 
T he B utter Shops ..
M other H a ll’s
N ew gate Street .. i
N ine H ouses . . i
Mr. H am ilton’s Park |
A lbion H otel Grounds
C o ckfig h t H ill

Present Nam e or position. 

E astgate and Foregate Streets 
.South side St. Peter’s C hurch 
The Cross

Adjoining

W atergate, E astgate, and Fore- 
gate Streets

South side and adjoining St. 
P eter’s C hurch (taken down
1803)

O ver St. P eter’s C hurch  Porch 
F'oregate S treet
Between T h e Cross and God- 

stall Lane

G odstall Lane

St. W erburgh ’s Mount.
St. W erburgli Street

G rosvenor Hotel Row 

East end E astgate Row North

E astgate Street Row, North

T he K in g ’s Arm s K itchen 

Park Street (N ewgate)

Drill H all and neighbourhood 

? Canal Bridge, Frodsliam  Street
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C oole ’s Lane 
C ow e Lane 
W arrington  Street 
Canal S treet 
F ou n d ry Lane 
G re g ’s P it ..
C ow  Lane Turnpike 
T h e Hop-pole Paddock 
Irem onger Lane 
St. Joh n ’s Lane 
T h e M echanics’ Institution 
L ove L a n e ..
T he O ctagon Chapel 
C hurch  Lane 
The Post Office (i)
The Post Office (2)
B arker’s Lane 
E dw ards’ C ourt

Past Name. Present Name or position.

Frodsham  Street

C harles S treet (Brook Street) 
B ow lin g G reen M ill 
Canal Bridge, Frodsham  Street 
Recreation Grounds, ditto

St. John Street

The Free L ib rary  
Love Street
E arl’s V illas, C ity  Road 
L ittle  St. John Street 

Old Post Office Place '
The Blossom s H otel j 

.. Union Street 
.. E ast side Baths Street

S t. John Street

The Joustin g C roft 
S eller S treet

Bold Square

Sou ter’s Lane ..
S ou ter’s Lode
Dee L an e .. )
T h e W aterin g Place for 

H orses 
T h e C ock-pit
P aynes Loode .. 1
Peenes Lane .. j
T h e Barres (Gate)

Star Lane .. 1
C h ester Lane
Horn Lane .. )
G allow s Street

G allow s H ill 
St. A n n e’s R ake 
St. A n n e’s Cross 
C h erry  Gardens 
London Road 
St. G iles ’ W ell 
H ospital o f St. G ile s ’ 
Prussia Blue F acto ry  
H untington Lane

N eighbourhood o f Queen Street 
B uilt 1818-1819; named after 

Alderm an Seller 
Named after the ad join ing M an

sion o f Mrs. Bold

Sou ter’s Lane

R iver side at end o f ditto

C ock-p it Yard, The N ew gate

Dee Lane (The Bars)

The Bars, Boughton (taken down 
c. 1776)

Steam  Mill Street, across C anal, 
L eadw orks Lane, and Milton 
Street to the B ow lin g Green 

From  The Bars to Barrel W ell, 
Boughton

Entrance to Barrel W ell 
Hoole Lane, Boughton 

D itto
C herry Orchard, C hristleton  Rd. 
C hristleton  Road 
Spital Boughton 
Spital Boughton 
Barrel W ell
Farndon Road, Dee B anks



PA ST AND PR E SE N T 45
W ATERGATE STREET.

? “  S t. P e te r ”  Street
The K in g ’s F ish  Board )
F leshm on ger’s Row )
Gos L an e .. 1
G orst Lane .. I
S av in g s ’ Bank, Goss Street
G erald ’s Lane .. )
C ro o k ’s Lane .. j
T rin itie  Lane
Bereward Street .. 1
L ow er Lane .. j
T he C rafts 
T he L on g Edge

St. C h ad ’s Lane 
D og Lane 
G rey  Friars Croft 
The Y a c h t Field
St. A lb an ’s Lane }
W eaver’s Lane .. )
The S u ga r House 
N unnes Lane

S m ith ’s W alk
Arderne Lane .. )
W alls Lane .. j
B lack Friers Lane 
L in en hall F ield 
N u n ’s Gardens

Low se Tow er .. \
L ou sy  Hill
Rope W alk  .. )
Pentice-on-the-Roodeye

Past Name. Present Nam e or position. 

W est side o f St. Peter’s C hurch

Lin en hall S treet and St. M artin ’s- 
in-the-Fields

St. M artin ’s-in-the-F'ields 
Passage to No. 9, St. M artin ’s- 

in-tlie-Fields, form erly lead 
in g into Bedward Row 

W est side Lin en hall Street

E ast side o f W eaver Street
St. M artin’s C hurch  to Grosve- 

nor Road 
G rey  Friars

N orth end of St. N icholas Street 
W atergate F lags
St. B rid get’s R ectory, B arracks,

&c.

Eastern em bankm en tofR oodeye 

Entrance to Paradise Row

j W atergate Street

} Goss Street 

G rosvenor Road 

; C rook Street 

T rin ity  S treet

B lack Friars

. ? S ta n ley  Place Mews 
S ta n ley  Place 
The L inenhall

W eaver S treet

BRIDGE STREET.

Scotch Row W est side Bridge Street, from
The Cross to Com m onhall 
Street

M ercer's Row E ast side Bridge Street, from
The Cross to the “  London 
B ridge Inn ”
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P a st Name.
St. M ichael’s Row .

The Tw o Churches 
St. M ichael’s Cross 1
St. B ride’s Cross .. (

• S t .  B ridget’s C hurch

D itto

Lam b Row

T h e Bridge Street ..

Norm an’s Lane . ^
Common H all Lane )
Shot Tow er 
P ointz Lane

P erpoyntz Lane .. v
M ill Lane
D irty  Lane . . )
T h e P ulpit

F orster Lane . . \
C u stard ’s Lane .. /
F u stard ’s Lane . . I
W h ite F ry e r ’s Lane /
T he D ark E ntry

C upp in g Lane

Pepur Street 
H oly  Land

From the “ London Bridge I n n ”  
to Pepper Street

T h e Fountain, B ridge Street '1

D itto ditto

The Fountain to W h ite Friars 
(taken down 1828)

Opposite the Barracks (built 1827; 
taken down 1892)

Top of L ow er Bridge Street, 
facin g Pepper S treet (fell 
M ay 1821)

From  the H igh  C ross to the 
B ridgegate

Com m onhall Street 

D itto
A passage form erly between 

Com m onhall S treet and Pier- 
point Lane

Pierpoint Lane

A  wooden loft in the H all o f the 
F ea th er’s Inn

Present Name or position.

W hite Friars

B ollan d’s Court (B ridge Street 
to W h ite Friars)

Low er Bridge Street to St. M ar
tin ’s A sh — now L ittle  Cuppin 
Street and C uppin Street 

Pepper Street
(Thom as W oodw orth —  “  H oly 

Land, Bridge S tre e t,”  Bros- 
ter's Directory 1787)

Bunnes Lane 
Bise Lane 
Bunse Lane 
Capel Lane 
Capel Gate 
C la y to n ’s Lane 
C la x to n ’s Lane 
C laverton Lane 
C laverin g Lane

LOWER BRIDGE STREET.
'1 Bunce Street (ran across Grosve- 
! nor Road to the “  F ox  and
) Barrel ” )
} F ast side o f the B ridgegate (now 
) destroyed)

D uke Street

0 “ Bridge Street Row and Eastgate Street Row, from the ‘ Two 
Churches to the Hotel,’ form a fashiouable promenade” ( llanshall) .
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T he S k in n e rs ’ H all 
C astle Lane 
S. M aries Lane

T he Old Coach Row \
Rotten Row . i

St. Olas Lane ..
T ooler’s Lane . 1
T o o lo y ’s Lane .. )

Gam ul H ouse .. C
B oarding School Yard  )
Sheepe Lane
T h e Sheepegate .. I
The Sh ip gate (
The H ole-in-the-W all '
Paradise
S tile  Lane . ■>
S ty  Lane )
T h e M ay-pole

Past Name.

Pin M anufactory 

T y re r ’s W ater Tower

G atew ay H andbridge end 
o f Old B ridge ..

NORTHGATE STREET

The Inner Pentice 

The M ilk Stoups 

C o o k ’s Row
The Com m ercial Buildings 

Broken Shin Row . . |

Ironm onger’s Row 
Sh oem aker’s Row ..
S m ith ’s or C ru m p ’s Passage 
The Old E x c h a n g e ..
The W ool H all .. j
Com m on H all .. (
St. N icholas' Chapel

South-east angle o f D uke Stree
C astle Street
Between C astle S treet and St. 

M ary ’s C hurch
Opposite Gam ul Terrace (des

troyed ; stone colum ns and 
portions o f upper houses 
existing)

Present Name or position.

Gam ul Terrace ; site o f  the tem 
porary residence o f K in g 
C harles, at the S iege

Shipgate Street

South side o f H andbridge quarry 
G reenw ay Street (? named after 

W m . S ty les, M ayor 1582-3)
H andbridge Institute (there were 

also two M ay-poles on the 
river side at S ty  Lane)

House on river side, south-w est 
Old Bridge

E rected (1600) on the w estern 
tower o f the Old B ridgegate 
(taken down 1781)

AND LIVERPOOL ROAD.

East end and a d jo in in g S t.P eter ’s 
C hurch (taken down c. 1780) 

A n gle  o f  N orthgate and E astgate 
Streets

A d join in g T he M ilk Stoups 
C ity  C lub and Messrs. O k e ll’s 
N orthgate Row E ast (is the pre

sent Row a rem aining portion ?) 
Under the Pentice 
Now N orthgate Row 
Between Nos. 16 and 22

The Music Hall

St. Olave Street

Taken down 1782
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P ast Name.

T he E xchange

A bbey Court
T he Q uerester’s Houses

The Stam p Office ..
The C horisters’ Old School 
St. Thom as’ Chapel 
The Parvise

L ittle  A bbey Court 
The Sprice, or Preese 
T h e Prison H ouse ..

St. T hom as’ Court 
Persones Lane .. }
Parson’s Lane )
T he Corn M arket
T h e A bbot’s House t
T he B ish op ’s Palace (
T he Old K in g ’s School 
T he Old Linen H all

H u n ter’s W alk 
T he M eat Sham bles 
Barne Lane
B agge Lane .. )
W alls Lane .. >
O x Lane

T he Potato M arket 
H ospital o f St. John
T h e Street w ithout North- 

gate  )
T he Bache W ay >
St. Joh n ’s S treet . )
F u rth er N orthgate S treet ' 
T h e M aypole

The Toll-H ouse

M arket Square, opposite C a th e
dral

A bbey Square
Houses form erly west side pas

sage to Cathedral, A b b ey St. 
C h oristers’Scliool, A bbey Square
No. i i , A b b ey  Street 
T he Deanery
A p artm en toversouth -w est porch 

o f the Cathedral 
C athedral Close, A b b ey Street
T he C loister Green 
N orth side and adjoin ing the 

A b b ey G atew ay 
D itto ditto

P rincess S treet 

E ast end ditto 

T he K in g ’s School 

The R efectory
A bbey B uildings, St. W erburgh 

Street
Nam e survives in H un ter’s W alk 
Opposite A bbey G atew ay 
K in g  Street

W ater Tow er Street

Un-nam ed; between K in g Street 
and W ater Tow er Street 

The Fire-Station  yard 
T he B lue-Coat School

U pper N orthgate S treet

Corner o f Liverpool and Park- 
gate Roads 
D itto ditto

Present Name or position.

Chapel o f St. Thom as a B eckett 
Dutton Hall 
J o lly ’s H all 
Green H all 
The Beach Pool 
The Bache Pool

R ock Mount, Liverpool Road

Opposite entrance to Bache H all, 
now filled up and enclosed
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The Abbey Corn Mill 
House of Correction 
The Bridge of Sighs

Needle Factory
The Sandy W ay
Old Poor House Lane I
Gorst Stacks .. I
Henwaldes Lone . . '
The Port-Pool W ay i
Dee Lane .. j
West Dee Lane

Stone Bridge Lane i
Cottage Lane .. )
Windmill Lane }
Bessome Lane . . )
Barrow Field . . \
Lady Barrow's H ey ;
H igginson’s Field . . '
H art’s Field

Past Name. Present N am e or position. 

The Bache 
Northgate Terrace 
Small bridge across Canal, west 

side of Northgate (1793) 
South side tiorse Stacks

George Street 

Canal Street

Ditto westwards, now Shropshire 
Union Canal premises

Garden Lane 

Victoria Road

Infirmary Field

Water Tower Gardens and 
Queen’s School Playground

MISCELLANEOUS.

Newton Tower .. t
Phoenix Tower .. /
Laudamus Field 
Rope W alk

The Sadler’s Tower

Gun Mount .. 1
The Mount .. 1
Goblin Tower .. )
D ill’s Tower
Alcove ’
The Canal Hotel .. 1
The Canal Packet House i 
New Tower
The Town Ditch or Fosse . .

The C ity  Gaol
The Ship-building Yards
Lunatic Asylum  .. I
The House of Industry (

King Charles’ Tower

The Deanery Field
From The Kaleyards to K ing 

Charles’ Tower
A few feet north of The K ale

yards (taken down 1779)
Morgan’s Mount

Pemberton’s Parlour

Canal Company’s Offices, Tower 
W harf

The W ater Tower
From the W ishing Steps to the 

Water Tower Steps, i.e., out
side the east and north Wall

Queen’s School
The Crane

Ditto
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Past Name. Present Name or position.
L yn ia ll's  Em bankm ent 
B illy  G am on’s R ough

The Sally-port Steps 
The M ustard Houses

T h e Skin n ers’ Houses 
Toll-Bar 
D itto

St. Jam es’ C hapel ) ? The
St. Jam es’ C ell • H erm itage j 
T h e A n ch orite ’s C ell )

Roodeye Cop
W oods in Curzon Park, opposite 

above
N un ’s Road
O utside the W alls, below  St. 

M ary ’s C hurch
D itto ditto

H andbridge end o f Old Bridge 
H ough Green end of G rosvenor 

Road
T he H erm itage (used by the 

T an n ers’ and C ordw ainers’ 
Guilds)

R edcliff

Jacob’s W ell 
T h e B ow ling Green

T h e Low er B ow lin g Green .

Chapel o f  St. Anne 
C lio lm ondeley Hall 
F u llin g  M ills 
Paper M ills

. 'S o u th ern  face o f St. John's 
C hurchyard 

W est o f T h e H erm itage
Opposite H erm itage (now Public 

Gardens, b y  the River)
T h e Groves, east o f  Suspension 

Bridge
N orth-east corner o f  St. John’s 

C hurchyard

Sn u ff M ill, east end of C ausew ay

Salm on C age 
The K in g ’s Pool 
T h e W ish in g Steps 
W atch Tow er ditto

E ast end o f C ausew ay 
South-east o f the Old Bridge 
Erected 1785 
T aken down 1826

L ittle  W indsor 
T h e Bottom s Field  
B illy  H obb y’s Field 
T h e H eadlands

Foot o f W ish in g Steps 
Q ueen’s Park (River front)

G rosvenor Park

T he H eadlands W alk

B illy  H o b b y ’s W ell

T h e E arl’s E ye

T h e B enedictine N unnery ( 
o f St. M ary I

T h e M onastery o f the Grey ( 
Friars (Franciscans) 1

T h e M onastery o f tlieB lack  ) 
Friars (Dom inicans or ! 
Preaching Friars) ' 

The M onastery o f the W hite ! 
Friars (Carmelites) *

Between G rosvenor Park en 
trance and Dee Lane

D rin kin g Fountain, river side o f 
P ark

M eadows opposite G rosvenor 
Park

G rey  Friars to the C astle

T he Linen H all

St. N ich olas’ S treet to the W a ter
gate

N orth side W hite Friars
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Past Name. Present Name or position.
W o lf G a t e . .  . .  ■>
W olf-field G ate .. [
St. John ’s G ate i
Pepper G ate .. /
M anchester H all 
Cotton M ill .. I
T he C ity  B aths •
T he Floating' Bath .

Chain or Chain}' Lane

C hapel A lley  
L u n t’s Bridge 
Dee-side W alks

St. Joh n ’s Dee

Lord D erb y ’s Dee-side

Cock-pit
T he L ow er Green Street 
A  Ford across the R iver 

D itto 
D itto

L ittle  St. M ary ’s Chapel, ) ?
in K e ttle ’s C roft (

G loverstone

T he Shire H all, or >
H all o f  H ugh Lupus )
C ourt o f E xchequer 
Julian Tow er .. 1
Julius Caesar T ow er j
Chapel in ditto 
Iron B ridge .. 1
H igh er H andbridge j
F lookersbrook

St. A n n e’s Lake .. )
F lookersbrook Pits 1
Bisliopsfields (Bisfediche) .. 
T h e Cheese S tage .. 1
T he C heese W arehouse } 
Rope W alk

The N ew gate

Corn E xch an ge Buildings

W ater Tow er Steps

Moored opposite the R ecorder’s 
Steps (now rem oved 1 

A lane blocked b y  chains, now 
C lieyn ey  Road

W est end St. John’s H ospital 
Seller S treet Canal Bridge 
R iver Bank, Sou ter’s Lane to 

Suspension B ridge 
River, Sou ter’s Lane to Suspen 

sion Bridge
R iver B ank, Suspension Bridge 

to A ikm an ’s G ardens 
D itto ditto

Passage back o f G ioves, ditto 
End o f Dee Lane (Bars)
A t the Shipgate 
Boughton
U nder the Manor, O verleigh , 

facing the C astle 
The C astle D istrict— a C ou n ty  

Tow n ship w ithin the C ity

The A ssize Courts 

South end o f Shire H all 

T he C astle 

E xistin g  

Heron Bridge

A  H am let betw een C h ester and 
Hoole

Opposite the “ Bee H o tel,”  H oole 

Hoole
R iver end o f Cop-field H ouse 

Garden, Sealand Road
W est side Sealand Road, C a th 

erine Street to Cop-field 
H ouse
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P a st Name.

Rope W alk

The N ew  C ut

The W indm ill at the F erry 
N avigation  Land 
A g an ip p e ’s W ell

Between the S luice House and 
O utfall W orks

The R iver from the Crane S ea 
ward

A bout tw o m iles down the Cop 
Sealand
W ell Lane, Newton

Present Name nr position.

Destroyed by the Garrison at the ti?ne o f  the Siege [1643-5], to 
■ prevent them being a shelter to the F.nemy :—-

B rew er’s Hall (Alderman John W rig h t’s)
Bache H all (Mr. W h ite le y ’s)
Blacon H all (Sir Randle C rew e’s)
O verle igh  H all (Mr. E llis ’ )
N u n s’ H all (Sir W illiam  B rereton’s)
D utton H all (Mr. J o lly ’s)
Flookersbrook H all (Mr. Thom as .Smith’s)
Hoole H all (Mr. B u n b u ry ’s)
Cholm ondeley H all (Lord C holm on deley’s)
Mr. W illiam  G am ul’s House
Mr. John W erden’s H ouse (near N ewgate)
The G reat W indm ill w ithout the N orthgate
G reat Boughton
Spital Boughton
H andbridge
V arious Barns, & c.


