A F e w C h e sh ire W o rth ie s.
By F. SIMPSON, F.S.A.
(Read November 18th, 1924).
RICHARD T A Y LO R
P a i n t e r a n d M u s i c i a n , 1758— 1827.
ICHARD Taylor, who was born at Chester,
August 18th, 1758, was of Welsh descent, his
forefathers having been for several gener
ations the proprietors and captains of the
packets sailing from Holyhead to Dublin. His father,
also named Richard, being a younger son, it was found
necessary to apprentice him to some trade, his elder brother
being appointed to the management of the packet. Having
a taste for painting, he chose that in preference to any other
calling. After finishing his apprenticeship, he removed to
Chester, where he married and settled. Richard, the second
son, the subject of this memoir, was born in a house on, or
near to, the Eastgate, August 18th, 1758. When little more
than a child he was remarkable for being possessed of great
spirit; no daring adventure was too difficult for him to under
take. An instance of his bold, courageous disposition was
shown when he was not more than nine or ten years of age.
His father required a skull and cross-bones to paint from,
and to try the courage of his son, called him out of his bed
at midnight and told him to fetch a choice skull and a couple
of sound arm or leg bones. Nothing daunted by the order,
he got up, and hastily dressing himself, marched off to one
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of the churchyards, and climbing over the wall of the
golgotha soon returned to his father, bringing the requested
skull and bones.
Richard, having been apprenticed to his father, was sent
by him in the course of business to paint and letter all the
mile-stones between Chester and Hawarden, Flintshire,
about five miles from the city. He accordingly proceeded to
execute his task, but having promised to meet three com
panions at half-past six o’clock that evening, he painted the
stones with a quick drying paint so that he might be able
to letter and figure them on his return to Chester.
He
arrived back in good time and found his three companions
waiting for him at the Bridge-gate, for the purpose of going
to the Puppet Show, held that week in a building to the rear
of Watergate Street Row South. One of the youths said,
“ Lads ! have you heard that there is a new parson to preach
to-night in the Common Hall Lane Meeting House ? They
say he is a rare good preacher, and does not read his sermons.
Shall we go there first, we shall be in good time afterwards
for the puppets.” Tw o were for going to the show, and the
other two for the preaching. After some discussion, and to
avoid breaking up the party, they agreed to go first to the
Meeting House, and then to the show. The preacher
delivered a most impressive sermon, the text being taken
from the book of Judges, 13th chapter, 23rd verse : “ If the
Lord were pleased to kill us,” etc.
The youths were so impressed with the preacher and his
sermon, that instead of going to the show, they agreed to
go for a walk through Handbridge. On returning, they
stopped for a short time at the Bridge-gate, and were leaning
against the City Walls when, a few minutes before 9 o ’clock
they heard an awful explosion, and felt the ground shake
under them. Wondering what had happened, they made
their way to Bridge Street, and then learned that the Puppet
Show had been blow up by an explosion of gun-powder; and
next day it was known that twenty-three persons had been
killed and about two hundred injured.
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The following Sunday morning, Taylor, with his three
friends, again attended the chapel. The singing at that time
was led by an old man of the name of Bullock. Richard
Taylor being fond of music, and having a good musical ear
and a powerful and melodious voice, placed himself by the
side of the old leader to assist him in the singing. His voice
was so superior to the old conductor’s that Mr. Bullock, as
soon as the service was concluded, said to him (calling him
by his familiar name) : “ W hy, Dick, thou hast got a rare
voice ! Thou shalt lead the singing for the future, and I will
help thee.” And from that day, although only fourteen
years of age, Richard Taylor did lead the singing until
within a year of his death, a period of 54 years.
His talent for music was a great asset to the public
charities. Every Christmas day he got up in Queen Street
Chapel a select concert, which was so much admired that
many musical persons came from Liverpool, Manchester,
Stockport and other places either to assist, or to hear. On
these occasions there was always a collection either for the
Infirmary, the Blue Coat School, or the Lying-in Society.
The selection of music was chiefly from Handel’s, or
Haydn’ s, Oratorios. These concerts were a great treat, and
well-supported by those of the neighbouring gentry who
could appreciate classical music, and their presence added
considerably to the financial advantage of the charities.
Mr. Taylor gave up painting, and opened a business as a
music seller in Bridge Street. He was gifted with consider
able musical ability, both as a composer and singer. Some
of his anthems possessed great merit, and his psalm and
hymn tunes were universally admired by persons qualified to
form a correct judgment; after his death, more than three
hundred of them were found, of which his family were
entirely ignorant, although they knew of three books of
anthems and hymn tunes of his composition having been
published.
From the dates which he was in the habit of
affixing to his tunes, it appears that he had composed and
harmonised as many as eight tunes in one day.
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It has been recorded that “ he possessed a powerful, clear,
and a tensively compassed voice articulate without a falsetto
from G first line in the bass, to D, or E flat, in altissimo, two
clear octaves and a fifth, but his sweetest notes lay within
the alto scale.” He refused several tempting engagements
to enter life as a public singer, and an advantageous
offer of a lay-clerkship in one of the provincial cathedral
churches, declining it entirely upon conscientious grounds,
being a Dissenter from principle. The whole of his composi
tions were sacred—except a few political, city, and national
songs; and being also a good poet as well as a sound
musician, he composed the words as well as the music.
Among the political songs the favourites were ‘ ‘The glorious
sixth of M ay,” the words by Thomas Jenkins, which was
adopted by several miltary bands, and was played by the
British in 1815, on their entrance into Paris; and “ The
Egerton Hymn,” of which he composed both words and
music. Amongst the national songs, the favourites were
“ Says Boney I ’ll invade you,” or, “ The Invasion all a
farce ” (words and m usic); and “ John Bull is his name.”
He was gifted with a retentive memory, and, it is recorded,
could from habitual use in conducting the singing, repeat
the whole of Dr. Watts’s Psalms and Hymns. He was an
enthusiastic admirer of Milton, and could repeat the whole
of “ Paradise Lost.”
He had heard John Wesley preach several times in Chester.
On one occasion the Methodist Society, wishing to please
Mr. Wesley by having a little extra singing, invited Mr.
Taylor, as the most qualified precentor in Chester, to lead
the singing. Mr. Wesley, having given out the hymn, Mr.
Taylor started a tune well known in Chester, but sung rather
differently in some other parts of the kingdom. Mr. Wesley
stopped the hymn with the observation, “ You don’t sing
that tune right; you should sing it so ” —singing a few bars
to show the difference. He gave out the verse a second time,
When Mr. Taylor started once more the tune in the same
way— because, as he said, he knew no other—Mr. Wesley
indignantly closed the book, saying, “ You have either no
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ears, or else no understanding.” Mr. Taylor’s brother-inlaw, who was a member of the Methodist Society, said, “ Get
up, Richard, and tell him he knows nothing about the
matter.” “ No, n o !” said Richard Taylor, “ I will never
cause a disturbance in a place of worship. Let the good old
man have his way; I would please him if I knew how.”
This peaceful reply probably saved disruption among this
religious community, and tells us much of the sublime for
giving character of Richard Taylor.
A short time before his death he had, during the night, a
remarkable dream, during which he saw a vision of the
Heavenly Hierarchy, and heard enrapturing melody emanat
ing from the Seraphic Choir as they played on their harps.
He instantly got out of bed, and procuring a black-lead and
some writing paper, which he invariably carried in his
coat breast-pocket, he wrote in capital letters as much of the
melody as he could recollect, as
follow s: —
“ G I D.D.B.G | A.B.— D | D.D.B.G | A -------- D |
D.ED.CB.A*G | AB.C— D | E.CA.G.*F | G--------H
and also in words what he sa w :—Roses, lilies, streams,
groves, saints and seraphs with golden harps; and then
retired again to his bed in hopes of realising a repetition or
continuation of his vision, but he was sadly disappointed.
In the morning he harmonised the melody and put the vision
into poetry. Shortly afterwards he had a paralytic seizure
whilst sitting in his chair, and with great difficulty was
conveyed upstairs. He had been in bed but a short time
when he had an apoplectic attack, which terminated his life
December 10th, 1827, in his 70th year.
He was a full member of his church for fifty-three years
(not including the two years he attended as a youth), a
Trustee of Queen Street Chapel thirteen years, and precentor,
or leader of the singing, 54 years (one year before he was
a recognised member).
Richard Taylor was married twice. His first wife was
Mary, daughter of Mary Fearnal, by whom he had two
children, Mary and Thomas. His second wife was Jane
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Wilding, of Shrewsbury, a very pious woman, by her he
had two daughters, Hannah, and Jane, and two sons, Robert
and Richard. Robert died in infancy, and the younger son
Richard succeeded his father as leader of the singing in the
chapel, and was sole superintendent of the Sabbath School
for nearly forty years.
On December 14th, 1853, a lithograph of Richard Taylor,
junior, in which he holds in his hand a roll of music with
the Bible printed on it was published by the Queen Street
Association of Teachers, in commemoration of the Jubilee of
Queen Street Sabbath School, established in 1803, the Super
intendent, Richard W . Taylor, having held that position for
thirty years.
The writer has pleasure in acknowledging his indebted
ness to the Minister and Deacons, and especially to the Hon.
Secretary, of Queen Street Congregational Church, for allow
ing him full access to the minutes and other books belonging
to the church, which enabled him to give a more detailed
account of that worthy citizen Richard Taylor then he other
wise could have done.

JOSEPH

H EM IN G W AY

1772-1837.
The name of Hemingway is known to every person inter
ested in Chester history, but beyond that he wrote a History
of Chester, little or nothing, up to the present time, has
been known of him.
The writer felt sure that could he find out the date of
Hemingway’ s death, an obituary notice of some length
would be found in the columns of The Chester Chronicle,
which he edited for some years, but after reading carefully
through the columns of that paper for the years 1832—38,
he failed to find his name mentioned.
Joseph Hemingway was a man of considerable literary
attainment. In 1814 he, in conjunction with Martin Began,
published The Manchester Magazine, or Chronicle of the
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Times, price l / - . 1 A year or so later he took into partner
ship a Mr. Jonas Nuttall, and they carried on business in
Blackburn as printers and publishers.
Henry Fisher, who had been apprenticed for seven years
to a Mrs. Sergeant, bookbinder, stationer and printer, served
the last three years of his apprenticeship with Messrs.
Hemingway and Nuttall. A dissolution of partnership
taking place between Messrs. Hemingway and Nuttall, the
latter removed to Liverpool, and young Fisher went with
him. Here they built up one of the largest and most success
ful printing and publishing businesses in the country. Mr.
Nuttall was the original founder of the Caxton press in
Liverpool.2 The firm eventually became known as Messrs.
Nuttall, Fisher, and Dixon. Mr. Fisher, who became the
senior partner, removed to London in 1821. Mr. Nuttall
retired to his residence at Nutgrove, near Prescot, Lanca
shire, which he had erected, and died there in 1837. The
firm later became known as Fisher, Son and Co., publishers,
printers, and booksellers, Newgate Street, London. Henry
Fisher (senior partner) died June 28, 1837.
Hemingway came to Chester in 1817, when he took up the
appointment of Editor of The Chester Courant, under the
proprietorship of Mrs. Monk, whose residence and office
were in Newgate Street.
Mrs. Monk was sister of George Harrison, surgeon, an
alderman and ex-mayor of the city,3 and grandfather of the
present George Harrison, also a surgeon, of White Friars.
Hemingway’ s wife having died, he married as his second
wife a daughter of Mr. Thomas Jones, formerly a draper, and
a sister of the Rev. Ellis Jones, a Wesleyan minister. She
died in Chester, and was buried in Queen Street burial
ground.
Hemingway closed his connection with The Courant, and
took over the editorship of The Chester Chronicle. During
1 Dictionary of Printers and Printing, by C. H. Tim perley, 1839.
p. 858, ool. 2.
2 Ibid, p. 847, col. 2.
» George Harrison was Mayor of Chester in 1832, 1833, 1834 and 1835.

A FE W C H E S H IR E W O R T H IE S

113

the time he edited this paper he published what is described
on the title page as A History of the City of Chester from its
foundation to the present time, with an Account of its Anti
quities, Curiosities, Local Customs and Peculiar immunities.
And a concise Political History. This was first published in
eight parts, and in 1831 was published by subscription in
two octavo volumes. In June, 1834, he published a book
entitled Panorama of the Beauties, Curiosities, and Anti
quities of North Wales, intended as a pocket companion
to the Tourist and Traveller. By J. Hemingway, author of
The History of Chester, etc., and late editor of The
Chester Chronicle. It is therefore evident that he resigned
the editorship of The Chester Chronicle prior to June, 1834.
This work became very popular, and ran through several
editions. The second edition was printed by T. Griffith,
Grosvenor Street, and published in 1835, and a third edition
was published in 1842. In 1836 he published A Panorama
of the City of Chester, a visit to Eaton Hall, etc., intended
as a pocket directory. By Joseph Hemingway, late editor of
The Chester Chronicle, and author of The History of
Chester, in two volumes; Panorama of North Wales, etc.
Printed by T. Griffith: Mr. Hemingway also wrote and
published A History of the Spanish Revolution, and other
works.
Mrs. Hemingway died 13th February, 1837.4 Joseph
Hemingway continued to reside in the South Row, west side
of Bridge Street, Chester, up to the time of his death, which
took place December 20th, 1837, aged 65.5 The rather
strange coincidence is that his old partners, Nuttall and
Fisher, and his wife, like himself, died during the same
year, 1837.
Hemingway has often been called—by those least capable
of judging—a copyist. Had it not been for his work, much
of the contents of his History of Chester would have been
lost to us. It is undoubtedly the most popular history of
4 Chester Courant, Feb. 21, 1837.
5 Ibid.. Dec.. 26. 1837.
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Chester written up to the present time, is more reliable than
the majority of those written to-day, and is the one most
frequently quoted. It is in the library of every collector of
Chester books.

GEORGE CUITT, TH E YOUNGER.
1779-1854.
Chester has been the home of several well-known artists,
including George Cuitt, the younger. He was the only son
of the landscape painter of that name. His grandfather was
a builder. He was baptised 13th October, 1779, at Rich
mond, Yorkshire, and in the early part of his life shared
his father’s profession as a landscape painter. His attention
was drawn to etching by a fine collection of Piranesi’s etch
ings, which his father had brought from Rome when
studying there with his colleague, Thomas Harrison. It was
owing to the strong friendship existing between these two
artists that Harrison wrote to his old friend informing him
that there was an opening for a good drawing master in
Chester, and proposed that his son should come to the city.
He did so, in 1804, and was very successful in teaching
drawing in the principal schools and private families of the
town. In 1810 and the following years he published several
series of etchings including six etchings of Chester, Castles
in North Wales, and Rievaulx Abbey. In 1815 he published
A History of Chester from its foundation to the present time.
Cuitt did the etchings and Dr. Pigot wrote the letterpress.
As he himself says, “ This volume was gratuitously written,
compiled, and arranged by a professional gentleman of the
City for the private emolument of the respectable publisher.”
At the age of 40, having realised an independence, he
returned to Richmond, and built himself a house at Masham,
close by, where he resided until his death.
Here he
published several more sets of etchings, including one of
Yorkshire Abbeys. In 1848 he sold the copyright of his
etchings to Mr. Nattali, of Bedford Street, Covent Garden,

MISS FRANCES W IL B R A H A M

W ILLIAM COLE
(when 82 years of age)

JOHN

M U SG RO VE

From an old Oil Painting
Ph ot o.—F r a n k Simpson, F.S.A.

W ILLIAM T A S K E R
From a Miniature by T. Bailey
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who bound them into one volume with letterpress. They
were published under the title of Wanderings and Pencillings
amongst the Ruins of Olden Times. Cuitt etched a portrait
of his father after his death, and etched one of himself. He
died at Masham 15 July, 1854, in his seventy-fifth year. His
etchings have a bold style of their own. The Chester series
include : —
St. Michael’s porch, 1809,
Old Timbered House, 1810;
Cloisters, 1811;
Part of St. John’ s Ruins, 1811,
In this he described the Norman arch as Saxon, which error
later people copied. Unfortunately there are no remains of
Saxon architecture in Chester;
Old Houses built 1642, 1814,
These were situated on the south side of Foregate Street;
I,amb Row, 1814.
He also produced a large folio volume of etchings which
were published and sold in Chester in 1816. He etched
Fountains Abbey, and Hall, in 1822. The Hall is situated
about two hundred yards west of the Abbey. It was built
by Sir Stephen Procton in the reign of James I, out of a
portion of the ruins of the abbey.
JOHN MUSGROVE.
1785—
John Musgrove was the son of John Muscrop, who served
in the Invalids corps stationed at Chester Castle. John, the
father, was manied at St. Peter’s Church. In the register
we find “ John Muscrop, and Grace Bull, spinster, were
married by bans, April 12, 1783.” They lived in one of
the cottages at the foot of St. Mary’ s Hill, where John, the
subject of our narrative, was born in 1785. In the parish
register of St. Mary-on-the-Hill we find the entry of his
baptism, dated March 13 of that year. He was educated at
the Chester Bluecoat School where his name appears as
Muscrop. He gave early promise of .great ability in drawing
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with pen and ink. A sketch of the Bluecoat School done by
Musgrove when he was only twelve years of ape is still to
be seen in the school. This is reported to have been
exhibited at the Royal Academy. The Secretary informs the
writer that there is no record of Musgrove ever having
exhibited at the Royal Academy.
By the interest of Col. Henderson, he obtained a position
in the Heralds College of Arms. Disappointment in a love
affair caused him to give way to intemperance, and his
health failing him, he returned to Chester. He was then
taken up by the Grosvenor family, who employed him in
artistic work.
In his own particular work he stood
unrivalled, his sketches being perfect in their drawing. His
sketch of the Grosvenor Bridge in 1832, including all the
scaffolding and centres in position—even to the smallest
detail—has never been excelled. Among other works of
repute are :— “ The interior of an engraver’s shop ” (said
to have been that of his friend John Dean, Watergate Street
Row, N .); “ Chester Cathedral, and the Phcenix Tower,”
“ The Blue Coat School,” “ Edgar’ s Cave,” and a pen and
ink map of Chester which he prepared in 1826 for the
Independent Committee then conducting the election of Sir
John Egerton, Bart., and for which he was paid fifty pounds.
Every street, prominent building, garden or field within the
borough, is shewn on it. Had Musgrove abstained from
drink he would have attained a high position in his pro
fession, but he sank to the lowest depths of poverty, and
died a pauper in Chester (old) workhouse.
W IL L IA M COLE, JUNIOR.
1800—1892.
William Cole, junior, was an architect by profession. His
father and grandfather were architects and builders, and had
business premises in farther [Upper] Northgate Street.
William Cole, the grandfather, resided in Watergate Street
South. He met with an untimely end while on his archi
tectural duties in the neighbourhood of what is now known
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as West Kirby and Hoylake. As there were no railways at
that time6 the work in hand was visited by coach, or on
horseback, and the workmen were paid their wages at the
nearest inn. Mr. Cole journeyed to Gayton to pay the men
their wages at the Glegg Arms. The horse returned home
riderless, and on a search being made, Mr. Cole was found
in a ditch near Gayton, where, it was said, the body had
been thrown after he had been murdered.
His son, described in an indenture’ dated August 19, 1802,
as “ William Cole, of Chester, architect, only son and heir
and sole executor of William Cole, of Chester, architect,
deceased,” carried on his father’s business in Upper Northgate Street, nearly opposite Egerton House, and was, accord
ing to Pigot’ s Directory of Chester, 1822, still there at that
time. He resided at what is now known as No. 2, Watergate
Square, immediately adjoining the Watergate, and abutting
on the Walls on the north west side.6
Although the original Wesleyan Chapel in St. John Street
was designed by Thomas Harrison, in 1811, the specifications
were drawn up by Mr. B. Gommer, of Ruabon, but as there
was great delay in obtaining the necessary plans, and several
persons returned them saying they were so complex,
defective, and incorrect that no proper estimate could be
drawn from them, the committee requested Mr. Gommer to
give them up, and they were entrusted to Mr. William Cole,
who had already secured the contract for the masonry, for
which he was eventually paid £830 6s. lOd. Mr. Cole was
also engaged as clerk of the works, and the Committee
agreed to pay him £84, which was to cover all his charges
for drawing out plans and making the specifications.
It was at the house adjoining the Watergate that his son,
—later known as William Cole, junior, and with whom this
narrative is more closely concerned— was born June 19,
6 The Chester and Birkenhead Railway was opened in 1840, and was
one of the pioneer railways.
t Cheshire Sheaf, 3rd Ser., xvii, 71.
8
This and the adjoining house are scheduled to be taken down for
road widening.

J
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1800. At the age of 14 he became a pupil of Thomas Harri
son, County architect, who was just completing one of his
great masterpieces, the new Lower Bailey of Chester Castle,
and was also busily engaged with his, perhaps, greater
masterpiece, the Grosvenor Bridge.
In 1822, William Cole, junior, designed a small Roman
temple for the first Marquis of Westminster, which was
erected at the south end of the terrace fronting Eaton Hall,
for the reception of a Roman altar purchased by the Marquis
soon after its discovery at “ The Daniels,” later known as
the Cherry Orchard, June, 1821.
William Cole, junior, when twenty-six years of age, was
responsible for alterations in St. Oswald’s Church, now
known as the South Transept of Chester Cathedral. A tablet
placed in front of a new gallery erected at the south end of
the church at that time was inscribed : “ This church was
repaired and beautified, and the gallery erected at the
expense of the parish in the year of our Lord, 1826. John
Eaton, M .A., F.S.A., Vicar; James Smith, Jacob Lilly Podmore, Churchwardens; John Lancaster, Samuel Crabtree,
Overseers; William Cole, Architect.”
During the removal of some old, decayed doors from the
Cathedral in 1922, there was found on one of them an iron
plate (which the writer has in his possession) in which was
cast : —
“ W ILLM . COLE, JUNR.,
A R C H ITE C T.”
The date 1826 is deeply cut in the back of the plate.
During the latter part of the year (1826) a premium was
offered by the County authorities for designs for a new
County Lunatic Asylum to be erected in the parish of Upton
(at that time included in the parish of St. Mary-on-the-Hill,
Chester) and Mr. Cole’s designs were selected from among
a number of others that were submitted, and awarded the
first premium. The work was commenced in the month of
March, 1827, and was completed in September, 1829. The
contractor was Mr. W. Quay, of Neston,
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About this time Mr. Cole purchased the house, No. 2,
Stanley Place, and went to reside there.
During 1827 Mr. Cole submitted designs for the new
church of St. Bridget, which were accepted, and the founda
tion stone was laid by the Lord Bishop of the Diocese (the
Right Rev. C. J. Blomfield). A brass plate attached to the
first plinth stone was inscribed : —
“ This the First Plinth Stone of the New Parish Church
of St. Bridget, of the City of Chester, was laid by The
Right Revd. Charles James Blomfield, D.D., Lord Bishop
of the Diocese, on the Twelfth day of October, A.D. 1827.
In the eighth year of the reign of His Majesty King George
the fourth.— The Revd. Richard Massie, M .A., Rector;
Thomas Clayton, John Kinley, Churchwardens; William
Cole, Architect; John Wright, Builder.”
This plate was photographed by the writer when the church
was taken down in 1892.
Thomas Harrison’ s generous nature is shown by the
encouragement he gave to his apt pupil, William Cole. Few
young architects while in the employ of others have been
fortunate enough to undertake Cathedral work at the age of
twenty-five, and to have their own names attached to it,
and not that of the firm by whom they were employed.
On the death of Thomas Harrison (1829) his old pupil and
assistant, William Cole, Junior, was appointed County archi
tect, and superintended the completion of the Grosvenor
Bridge. He was present at the opening ceremony when the
bridge was formally opened by the Princess (afterwards
Queen) Victoria, on October 17th, 1832.
William Cole exhibited on two occasions at the Royal
Academy. In a catalogue of exhibits I find : —
“ Cole, William. Stanley Place, Chester.
1831. — 1022. Bolesworth Castle, Cheshire, the seat of
George Walmsley, Esq.
1832. — 1011. A Building.”
Having had a strenuous time in the completion of the
Grosvenor Bridge, Mr. Cole decided to go abroad. In 1833
he visited Italy, Greece, Asia Minor, the Grecian Isles,
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Egypt, and Morocco, painting and studying the various
styles of architecture. He arrived at Athens in May of that
year. In Rome he met his friend C. R. Bone, who did a
watercolour drawing of Cole, dated 1833. This is now in
the possession of his daughter, Miss Hylda Cole.
On his return home, .Mr. Cole published by subscription
in book form a reproduction in black and white, and in
colours, of twelve of his paintings abroad. A copy of the
book, in colours, may be seen at the Reference Library,
Liverpool. On the title page is : —
“ Select Views
of the
Remains of Ancient Monuments in Greece
as at present existing
From Drawings taken and Coloured on the spot
in the year 1833.
By William Cole, Architect.
L on d on :
Published for the author
by Ackermann & Co.,
1835.”
On the Dedication page is : —
“ T o the Right Honourable Lord Richard Grosvenor,
M.P. for the City of Chester
These Select Views
of the remains of ancient monuments in Greece
by whom classic proportions have been examined on the spot
are, with permission,
Respectfully dedicated
By His Lordship’ s Obedient Servant,
William Cole.
Chester and Birkenhead.
September, 1835.”
The preface states : —
“ The drawings now offered to the public are a selection
from a number of sketches made under favourable circum
stances during a professional tour in 1833.”
The work also contains a list of subscribers.
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Mr. Cole was an opportunist. He could see that the
Cheshire side of the Mersey would develop rapidly in the
near future, although Birkenhead at that time, 1833, had a
population of only 2,569. He secured an office in Birken
head. In the Liverpool Directory for 1834 (which included
Birkenhead) we find “ Cole William, Architect, Brunswick
Terrace, Woodside.” That accounts for Cole’ s address in
the work published by Ackermann and Co., 1835, as Chester
and Birkenhead. He continued to reside and practise in
Chester, and designed the Methodist New Connexion Chapel
in Pepper Street, which was erected that year (1835)9. This
beautiful classic front has been attributed to Thomas
Harrison, but the latter died six years before its erection. It
will also be noticed that the columns have Corinthian caps,
which is not usual in Harrison’s work, and a letter received
by the writer from Miss Cole quite settles the matter that
William Cole did design this chapel.
Under the Improvement Act of 1833, Birkenhead was
first governed by Commissioners, and about three years later
William Cole was elected a member of this body.10 He con
tinued to act as a Commissioner until 22 May, 1852, when
he ceased to hold office “ through non-attendance at meet
ings of the Board for six months at one time.” 11
About the year 1840 William Cole made Birkenhead his
permanent address, and built for himself premises at the
corner of Hamilton Street and Market Street, the house
facing the former, and the offices the latter. The house was
subsequently altered and brought into line with Hamilton
Street, and occupied as a grocer’ s shop. At this time there
were few houses in Market Street, and a large cornfield
occupied the rear of Mr. Cole’s offices. The whole of
Birkenhead life was centred in Chester Street, which was
then known as “ The Flags,” its footwalks being the only
decent ones in the new town. A brickfield occupied the site
of the present Market Square.
9 The foundation stone was laid June 8, 1834.
10 The earliest list of names of members of the Board now to be
found at the Town H all, Birkenhead, is that for 1842..
11 Corporation Minutes, Town Hall, Birkenhead.
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In Birkenhead William Cole represented and advised most
of the then landowners, and laid out, and made, most of the
principal streets. He was a member of the Birkenhead Dock
and Warehouse Company, and in 1843 negotiated the pur
chase for that company of all the land bordering Old
Wallasey Pool from the Corporation of Liverpool,12 on which
to construct the docks and warehouses. And when the
foundation stone of the docks was laid in 1844, he was the
principal organiser of the festivities which took place on that
occasion. He took an active part in the development of the
town for many years in conjunction with the late Joseph
Mullaby, John and William Jackson, John Laird, William
Potter, and others. In 1843 William Cole was a member of
the Finance and Market Committees.13 In 1844 he was
re-elected a Commissioner for Birkenhead, member of the
Finance and Health Committees, and chairman of the Market
Committee.14 In 1851 he is described as architect and sur
veyor, 51, Hamilton Square; office, Duncan Street. He was
re-elected for three years to the offices he previously held,
and, in addition, was appointed on the Ferry, and Road and
Improvement Committees. He was also appointed a Birken
head Dock Trustee.15
In 1854 he appears to have changed his residence to Ivy
House, Arrow,16 and in 1857 he was residing at Arno Road,
Oxton.17 In 1864 he was living at 236, Grange Lane,
Birkenhead,18 later known as Melville Place, Grange Road
(now a shop) where he appears to have remained until he
went to live in Parkgate.
12
The Liverpool Corporation purchased the land (206 acres)
for £120,000, and let it remain idle until 1843, when they sold it to
Birkenhead Dock and Warehouse Co. for £180,000. The Docks were
a success, and in 1855 the Liverpool Corporation bought the whole of
property back for £1,143,000 and two years later passed it over to
then newly-formed Mersey Docks and Harbour Board.
15 Minutes of Birkenhead Town Council.
U Ibid.
15 Osborne’ s D irectory of Bitkenhead, 1854.
16 Ibid.
17 W ard’ s Birkenhead D irectory, 1857.
16 Morris’ s D irectory and Gazeteer of Cheshire, 1864.
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William Cole designed St. Anne’ s Church, 1845, Oxton
Road Congregational Church, and the Baptist Chapel,
Grange Road; and he promoted the erection of St. John’ s,
St. James’ and Christ Churches.
Public Meetings of appointed representatives of the towns
and districts of Ruthin, Denbigh, Mold, Rhyl, Flint, and
Chester, and others interested in the movement for restoring
and beautifying the obelisk on Moel Fammau were held at
the Town Hall, Ruthin, February 12th, 1863, and at the
Queen Hotel, Chester, 2nd April of that year, and designs
being asked for, William Cole submitted a design showing
the tower surmounted by a life-size figure of a horse, ram
pant. Although the design was much admired, the difficulty
of conveying so large a figure to the top of Moel Fammau
was thought too risky an undertaking. The suggested
restoration, owing to lack of support, was abandoned.
Meetings for a similar purpose were held in 1887. His
Grace the Duke of Westminster, K.G. presided over a meet
ing held at the Town Hall, Chester, on Saturday, the 8th of
January, 1887, and a resolution was unanimously adopted
that the Jubilee year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria was an eminently opportune occasion for the abovementioned restoration. Several meetings were held, but the
suggested restoration, owing to lack of support, was again
abandoned.
It is well known that the tower, erected in 1810, was never
completed, but the reason has never been explained. The
following letter from Mr. Cole to Lord Kenyon throws con
siderable light on the question, and leads one to believe that
it was not completed owing to lack of funds.
“ Parkgate, Neston, Chester.
“ Moel Fammau Jubilee Tower.
“ To the Right Honble Lord Kenyon.
“ My Lord,— At a former meeting of your committee it
was stated that the architect and builder of the present tower
were not known. In 1815, I was a pupil of the late Thomas
Harrison, of Chester, and was in the office during an inter
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view between Mr. Harrison, the architect, and Mr. Penson,
of Oswestry, the contractor for the building, in which there
was an angry discussion as to its completion, and which
Mr. Penson refused to finish. At the same time your great
grandfather was frequently at our office, as chairman of the
committee, discussing the subject of the tower with Mr.
Harrison, and it was a frequent matter of talk among the
pupils at that time. I was then a youth of 15 years, and am
now in my 87th year, and I have a clear remembrance of
the circumstances relative to the tower. I have written this
account to you thinking you might feel interested in the
particulars.— I am, my Lord, Yours obediently,
W i l l i a m C o l e , Architect.”
Miss Cole informed the writer that she well remembered
her father’s great anger, as an old man, when he heard that
the stones from St. Bridget’ s church (erected by Mr. Cole in
1827, and taken down in 1892) were being used to erect the
grandstand on the Roodee (1892). Mr. Cole’s anger might
have been somewhat modified had he lived to know that
some of the stone was used in building the Ladies’ Bene
volent Institute in Grosvenor Street, in 1898.
William Cole was considered one of the handsomest men
in town. He was of bronze complexion, stood six feet in
height, and had an erect bearing. He was twice married,
and had seventeen children.
About 1870 he went to live at Parkgate, and enjoyed good
health to the last. He died in full possession of his faculties,
8th October, 1892, aged 92 years.

W IL L IA M TASKER,
1808—1852.
William Tasker, of Chester, artist, was the eldest son of
Charles Moulson Tasker, and Sarah his wife. His father was
a journeyman cabinet maker, who, in 1808, tramped to
London in search of work. He lived at a house in Golden
Square, where his son William was born on the 16th of April
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in that year. His birth was registered at St. Mary’s, Lam
beth. After remaining in London a few years the family
returned to Chester, about 1818. William Tasker entered
the Blue Coat School, where he remained until 1822, when
he commenced work at Mr. Robert Morris’ s, a well known
local painter and decorator. On leaving there, he went to
Leeds, where he learned something of lithography.
Nothing is known of Tasker’s art training. His parents,
owing to their humble position, and at that time having a
fairly large family (five sons and four daughters) to bring up,
could not afford to place him under any special master. It
is therefore only reasonable to assume that he was selftaught.
In 1832 Tasker exhibited a painting of a race-horse,
“ Decoy” (the property of the first Marquis of Westminster)
at the old Liverpool Academy, at that time situated in Post
Office Place, off Church Street; and two years later exhibited
a painting of a " Mare and Foal,” also the property of the
Marquis. Tasker succeeded a Mr. Edwards as art master at
the Mechanic’s Institute, St. John Street, in 1842. In the
annual report for the year 1842-3 his salary is stated to be
£10 per annum. He was still officiating there in 1847. At
this time he resided with his father in Queen Street.
About 1842 he was engaged by Squire (Richard) Congreve
of Burton Manor, in Wirral, to teach his daughters drawing
and painting. This probably accounts for the subject of his
exhibit at the Liverpool Academy in 1845, entitled “ Burton
Marsh on the River Dee.” It was here that Tasker met Miss
Jones, of Northop, at that time governess to the Misses
Congreve, whom he eventually married. He continued to
exhibit at Liverpool until 1851.
The Grand Saloon of old Eaton Hall (taken down when
the present Hall was erected) was decorated in the style of
the Alhambra in Spain, copied from Owen Jones’ s illustrated
book describing that palace. Four panels on the walls con
tained landscapes, three painted by W . Telbin, and the other
by William Tasker. The work was executed about 1840.
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In the Chester Free Library is a painting signed W .
Tasker, pinxit, 1842, of “ Alice Hawthorn ” (and jockey)
winner of the Chester Trades Plate (now known as the
Chester Cup) that year. W . Tasker also painted the winner
of the same race in 1839 and 1840. From 1836 to 1846 he
painted pictures of most of the old houses, and street scenes,
in Chester and the surrounding districts.
In 1844 the Marquis of Westminster commissioned Tasker
to paint a portrait of that celebrated race-horse “ Touch
stone.” The painting depicts the horse— with the Marquis
at its head—near a tree, and in the background a south-west
view of Eaton Hall. This picture, formerly hung at Halkyn
Castle, may be seen in the private wing of Eaton Hall.
Another painting at Eaton Hall is that of a group of “ Mares
and Foals,” depicting Decoy, Laura, Ghuznee, Banter, and
Pantaloon. This also was executed by Tasker. The follow
ing extract from a pocket book of the first Marquis is
interesting: —
“ 1844, December 6th.— Paid for two paintings by W .
Tasker, one of Touchstone, £15, and another of some of the
Brood mares, £25—£40.”
Engravings and lithographs have been produced of a
number of Tasker’s paintings.
A few months ago the curator of the Art Section of the
South Kensington Museum expressed his delight with the
technique of a number of sketches, especially those of
animals, and said it was surprising that the artist’ s name was
so little known.
Had William Tasker had the opportunity in his early days
he would have become famous as a painter. Like his
friends, Musgrove, and Bailey, he received little or no
recognition during his lifetime. It is only during the last
twenty years that the general public are appreciating the
work of this born artist.
He died at Chester, 1st September, 1852, in his 45th year,
and was buried in the general cemetery.
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MISS FRANCES W ILBRAH AM
1813— 1905.
Miss Frances Wilbraham was the fifth daughter of Mr.
Randal Wilbraham, and Sibylla, his wife, of Rode Hall,
Cheshire, and sister of the late General Sir Richard
Wilbraham, K.C.B. On the death of Mr. Wilbraham, in
1861, Mrs. Wilbraham and her daughters came to Chester
and resided at 5, King’ s Buildings. The two sisters, Frances
and Emily, immediately became actively engaged in district
visiting, and were destined to play a prominent part in the
history of the city during the cholera epidemic of 1866.
In 1865-6 this country was visited by a great plague
among the cattle, and Cheshire being a great dairy county,
suffered more than most counties. According to the census
of that time, it was estimated that there were 190,000 head
of cattle in Cheshire. In January, 1866, 140,000 were
attacked with the plague, and of these 40,000 died, or were
slain. As was the case with the foot and mouth disease
which proved so disastrous in 1923-4, there was no attempt
to deal with the disease, except by slaughter. The medical
men of the city took the matter in hand, and commenced to
inoculate, or vaccinate the cattle. About May, 1866, cholera
broke out in various parts of the country caused, so it was
suggested in the press at that time, by drinking water con
taminated by surface drainage from places where diseased
cattle had been buried—in some cases within a few yards of
a river or stream.
At a meeting of the Chester Town Council, on May 13th,
1866, it was reported that parts of Chester were in a very
filthy condition; that there were one hundred open middens;
that there was refuse left lying about, and that there were
open cess pools, and pig-styes close to the dwelling houses.
Owing to the cattle plague farmers did not require the nightsoil, etc., for the land. The medical men and others feared
that this refuse lying about might be the means of causing a
severe epidemic of cholera in the city. This fear was some
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what abated on Mr. Pickavance offering to supply four carts
for the removal of the refuse.
The first cases in Cheshire appeared at Nantwich, and
Winsford, during the first week of July, 1866. The disease
spread on all sides of Chester, but the city itself appeared
to be immune. Special prayers were said in all the churches.
The local authorities held special meetings, as also did the
Board of Guardians. During the second week of August
two places were secured at nominal rentals for the treatment
of cholera patients and were fitted up for the reception of
these cases if they were required. The one was a farmhouse
situated in what was then called the New Park, as the fields
were at that time being formed and laid out as a park by the
second Marquis of Westminster, who, on completion,
presented the New, or Grosvenor Park to the City. The
other house was in Handbridge. The strongest women at
the workhouse were selected as nurses.
They were
untrained, and, as several district nurses related, known to
be of doubtful honesty and sobriety, and hardly to be trusted
with stores and stimulants. Three Cady District Nurses met
together—Miss Ayckbowm, daughter of the late Rector of
Holy Trinity, and the Misses Frances and Emily Wilbraham.
These ladies decided to volunteer their services to the Board
of Guardians to nurse the cholera patients. After consider
able discussion Miss Emily Wilbraham, being the younger,
was persuaded to remain at home with her widowed mother,
and Miss Ayckbowm and Miss Frances Wilbraham were
given the charge of the hospital in the park, a post which
called for courage at least as great as that required of our
troops in the rear-guard action between Mons and St.
Quentin in the first stage of the Great War (1914).
The citizens were congratulating themselves upon their
immunity from the epidemic when on Saturday, September
1st, two cases were reported. The first was that of a single
young woman named Brett, lodging in Goss Street, and later
in the day that of one of Chester’ s most respected citizens,
Alderman John Trevor, J.P., Mayor of the city in 1860, and
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1861, and editor of The Chester Chronicle. Brett died on
the Monday, and Alderman Trevor the following day
(Tuesday).
The disease spread so quickly that the workhouse hospital
was soon full of patients, and it was decided to open the
hospital in the park. The first patients were admitted 21st
September. The hospital was in charge of Miss Ayckbowm
and Miss Frances Wilbraham, who decided to take day and
night alternately, so that the patients should never be left
without one or the other being present, and so these gallant
ladies laboured incessantly until the close of the epidemic.
Shortly after the hospital opened, Miss Barker, who
resided in Boughton, offered her services as a day nurse, and
took charge of the convalescent ward, and later also assisted
on night duty. This good lady had a break-down and con
tracted the cholera, but happily recovered. The cholera
patients continued to come into hospital, sometimes five or
six during the hour, and, at times, as many died during the
night. And so the plague continued until towards the
middle of November when it gradually ceased.
No fresh cases had been reported for a fortnight, and
before the convalescents, numbering fifteen, dispersed to
their homes, a service of thanksgiving was held in
St. Martin’ s Church, Wednesday, November 21st, at 3 p.m.
This was attended by the convalescents, the nurses, and
friends, who marched in procession from the hospital to the
church. After the service the procession was re-formed and
marched to the school room in Crook Street, which had been
decorated for the occasion. There the patients and friends,
numbering about forty, sat down to a substantial tea. Miss
Ayckbowm was unable to be present, as she was nursing a
sick relation. Miss Wilbraham and Miss Baker were present,
as were Doctor and the Misses Brittain, Dr. W . M. Dobie,
Mr. Aldis (workhouse master), the Rev. W . B. Marsden,
and the Rev. Edward Marsden.
The hospital was finally closed December, 1866,
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Miss Frances Wilbraham, always widely and keenly
sympathetic to all who were in sorrow or need, worked hard
for, and gave liberally to, every deserving organisation in
Chester having for its object amelioration of suffering. She
was deeply interested in the General Infirmary and actively
assisted in its re-constitution. It has already been men
tioned how she gave up home ties and comfort to fight the
cholera scourge throughout the epidemic. She earned by
her noble efforts the title given her by the late Duke of
Westminster, K .G. — “ The Florence Nightingale of
Chester.”
At the Town Council Meeting held on the 9th January,
1867 “ It was moved by Alderman William Maysmor
Williams, seconded by Mr. Councillor Robert Littler, and
resolved unanimously, That the warmest and best thanks of
this Council be presented to Miss Wilbraham, Miss Barker,
Miss Ayckbowm, and Mrs. Smith, for so nobly coming for
ward to the succour of the sick and dying on the occasion of
the recent outbreak of cholera in this City, and for the
devoted attention and unwearied care which they, during
the prolonged course of the epidemic, bestowed with much
Christian self-denial and fortitude, on the patients in the
cholera hospital. That a copy of this Resolution under the
Common Seal of the City be sent to each of the ladies.”
At a Council meeting held 13th February, 1867, letters
were read of which the following are copies: —
“ King’s Buildings, Chester,
“ 12th January, 1867.
“ Sir,— I have received your letter containing the Resolu
tion so very kindly passed by the Town Council with refer
ence to our endeavours to be of some use to our fellowcitizens during the prevalence of cholera.
“ W ill you offer my best and respectful thanks to the Cor
poration for this gratifying and unlooked for token of their
approval ?—I remain, Sir, Yours faithfully,
F. M. W i l b r a h a m .
“ J. Walker, Esq., Town Clerk, Chester,”
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“ Bough ton, Chester,
“ January 12th, 1867.
“ Sir,— I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the copy of
the Resolution passed by the Town Council, which you have
kindly forwarded to me, and I shall be grateful if you will
convey my best thanks to the Council for their very kind
expression of appreciation of any services which my lady
colleagues and I may have been enabled to render during the
late visitation of cholera in our city.
My own work was subordinate to the other ladies, and far
less valuable, and I am very sensible that I am especially
undeserving of the thanks of the Council, but I am sure I
may say for all connected with the cholera hospital that we
are thankful for any good God enabled us to effect, and are
also grateful for the help and sympathy we received in our
work.— I beg to remain, Sir, Yours truly and obliged,
W . G. Barker .
“ G. Walker, Esq., Town Clerk, Chester.”
Miss Wilbraham was the authoress of several works,
including:— Cheshire Pilgrims, 1862; The Sere and
Yellow Leaf, 1884, and The Blue Posts of Chester, a
local story of the days of Queen Elizabeth. This appeared in
the Christmas number of The Monthly Packet for 1883. The
writer has been unable to trace its publication in book form.
Miss Wilbraham’ s most interesting and popular book was
undoubtedly Streets and Lanes of a City, which was
compiled from her diary kept during the cholera epidemic of
1866. The names mentioned are fictitious, otherwise it is a
truthful account. The writer’s copy contains the true names
as told by Miss Wilbraham to a personal friend. For
instance, “ Amy D utton” was Miss Frances Wilbraham;
“ Abbot’ s Street” — Princess Street; "C r o o k Lane,” —
Crook Street; “ Norminster,” —Chester; “ Radnor Hall,”
— Rode Hall, her old home, the seat of the Wilbraham
family. “ Mr. Helps ” and " Mr. Raynor,” were Minor
Canon Johnson, afterwards Bishop of Calcutta, and Minor
Canon Grindrod, “ Anne ” was her younger sister Emily;
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“ Norminster
Hospital ” — Chester Infirmary ;
“ St.
Edmund’s Parish ” — Holy Trinity; “ St. Magnus’ ” —St.
Martin’ s ; “ Colonel Dutton,” — Colonel (later General, Wilbraham, K .C .B .; “ The famous clockmaker,” was Mr.
Moreland, Northgate Street; “ The Town Clerk,” Mr. J.
Finchett Maddoek; “ Dr. M .” —Dr. W . Murray Dobie, a
close personal friend of the family. “ The Master and
Matron of Norminster Industrial School,” were Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas, Boughton Ragged School; ‘ ‘Mr. and Mrs. Lomas,”
Mr. and Mrs. Aldersey, workhouse master and matron.
“ Grace Oakley ” was Miss Ayckbow m ; “ The Workhouse
Doctor ” —Dr. Brittain; “ Lord Kendal,” — the second Mar
quis of Westminster; “ Marianne Barnard,” — Miss Barker,
Boughton; “ The Bishop of the Diocese,” — Bishop Jacobson.
This book was written in 1869 and published in 1871. A
second edition was published the following year.
Miss Wilbraham was born June 30th, 1815. She died
Monday, June 26th, 1905, at her residence, 5, K ing’ s Build
ings, Chester. Had she lived until the Friday, she would
have reached her 90th birthday. The funeral took place
Thursday, 29th June. The first part of the service was held
at the Cathedral. Her sister Emily died about a mouth
later, Friday, July 28th, in her 80th year.

JAMES HARRISON, ARCHITECT.
1814— 1866.
It is surprising when a man passes away, how soon he is
forgotten, even in the city of his birth. The writer has
asked most of our local present-day architects if they could
tell him anything of James Harrison, of that profession.
Very few remembered him even by name, although they are
all familiar with the name of that great local architect,
Thomas Harrison, who is often credited with James
Harrison’ s work. This is probably due to the fact that
James Harrison was practising as an architect in Chester
within fourteen years of Thomas Harrison’s death, and when

A F E W C H E S H IR E W O R T H IE S

133

the architects’ names were mentioned the Christian name was
often omitted.
In Williams’s Directory of Chester, 1846, we find : —
“ James Harrison, statuary, marble and stone mason, Linen
Hall Street h [house], St. Martin’ s-in-the-Fields.” In
Morris’s Directory for 1864 he still has his works in Linen
Hall Street, and he, and James Harrison, architect, reside at
13, St. Martins-in-the-Fields, and the latter’s business
address is given as 23, St. Werburgh Street. It is only
reasonable therefore, to assume that James Harrison, archi
tect, was the son of James Harrison, described as a statuary,
marble and stone mason.
James Harrison, architect, was one of the original mem
bers of the Chester and North Wales Archaeological Society.
His name appears in the list of members who formed the
Society in 1849, and his address is given as St. Martin’ s-inthe-Fields. He was appointed Hon. Architectural Secretary
to the Society, a position he held up to the time of his death.
Harrison (James) designed most of the churches erected in
the immediate district during his professional career. He
designed the reredos behind the altar in the choir of the
Cathedral in 1843, and restored the exterior of the Consistory
Court, between the west and south-west doors.
He also
restored part of the east cloister, and erected two new
buttresses at the south end. These were replaced by Messrs.
Thompson of Peterborough, during Mr. Gilbert Scott’ s
restoration in 1914.
Harrison designed the new church of St. Michael, erected
of white free-stone from the Manley Quarries, in 1849-50.
In 1847, a committee was appointed to procure a site for
a new Savings Bank, and a plot of land was purchased in
Grosvenor Street from the Commissioners of the County
Gaol. A premium of twenty pounds was offered for the best
design in the Tudor style. That of Mr. James Harrison
was selected, and under his superintendence the building, of
white freestone from the Manley quarries, was erected by
Messrs. John Royal and Sons, at a total cost, including the
B
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land,19 and furniture, of £3,703 14s. 8d. The bank was first
opened for business March 23rd, 1853. The porch and room
above the entrance were added in 1886.
In 1850 James Harrison prepared plans and working draw
ings of Wervin Chapel (4l miles from Chester) then in a
ruinous condition, hoping that this old ecclesiastical build
ing with its beautiful quatrefoil headed windows (on the
north side) might, in the near future, be restored. The
chapel became used as a shed for cattle. Only two walls,
north, and west, now remain.
The tower and spire of Davenham Church, one of the best
and most perfectly proportioned in Cheshire, was struck by
lightning, 16th July, 1850, which left it in a most dangerous
condition. James Harrison immediately prepared plans and
full working drawings, so that in case of accident it might
be exactly reproduced. According to an old minute book in
the church, a Vestry meeting was held on the 25th July,
when it was decided, owing to its dangerous state, to take
down the whole of the tower and spire to the base. Mr.
Thomas Dean undertook the work for the sum of two
hundred and twenty pounds. Several meetings were held in
regard to the re-building of the tower and spire, and a special
committee responsible for carrying out the work was formed,
and the plans were exhibited at the meetings. At a meeting
held 20th February, 1851, the contract was given to
Mr. Thomas Dean. The name of the architect does not
appear in the minutes. The work, undertaken by subscrip
tion, was completed in 1853.20
In 1854-5 James Harrison was engaged in taking down
the old Theatre Royal, in Northgate Street, which stood on
the site of the old St. Nicholas Church, built early in the
fourteenth century, and in building a concert hall, later
known as the Music Hall, on the site. In the taking down
of the old building the buttresses and windows of the original
19 This did not include the site of the garden, which is held on lease
from the County authorities.
20 In Ormerod’s Cheshire, vol. iii, p. 243, it states:—The tower and
spire rebuilt 1850.
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ecclesiastical building were allowed to remain.
The Hall
was opened November 26th, 1855, with a grand concert at
which Clara Novello and other eminent artists appeared.
Upton Church, erected in 1854, and Saltncy (old) Church,
erected the following year, were designed by Harrison. In
1860 he designed a memorial to the memory of that dis
tinguished scholar Matthew Henry, and superintended its
erection on a site in St. Bridget’s Churchyard in the angle
facing the castle. This took the form of a polished Aberdeen
granite obelisk, pedestal and plinth, on a basement of Halkyn
limestone steps, the whole elevation being 24ft. 2ins. The
obelisk was executed by Mr. A. McDonald, of Aberdeen.
The bronze medallion of Matthew Henry fixed in the
pedestal was by that eminent sculptor Matthew Noble,
London, and the basement by Mr. John Hughes, Chester.
The memorial was completed at a cost of about £200, raised
by public subscription. The Rev. G. Salt, M .A., Rector of
St. Bridget’s, granted the site, Mr. Harrison gave his
services gratuitously, as did Mr. Noble, who only accepted
the cost of the material. The obelisk was unveiled August
22nd, 1860.
Mr. Harrison designed Capenhurst Church, and that at
Dunham, each being erected in 1861. This same year (1861)
he restored the church of St. Mary-on-the-Hill at a cost of
£2,200. The old pews were replaced by open benches, by
which 160 additional sittings were obtained. The organ was
removed from under the tower and re-erected on the south
side of the chancel; the white-wash was scraped from the
walls, the tower was raised thirty feet and the porch was
rebuilt. Mr. Harrison had also prepared a design with a tall
spire, but this, owing to the extra cost, could not be under
taken. On a brass plate fixed to the wall of the tower, above
the west door, is inscribed :— “ This church was repaired and
restored, and the tower elevated to the present height in the
year of our Lord 1861.—Charles Bowes, Rector; John Jones,
Hugh Roberts, Churchwardens; James Harrison, Archi
tect.”
KK
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Mr. Harrison (in 1861) also prepared designs for the
rebuilding of Holy Trinity Church, but doubts were
expressed as to securing sufficient funds for its completion,
and it was decided to remodel the old church, and take out
the galleries, etc., so as to secure greater sitting accommoda
tion, and to build a steeple, at a cost of £3,400. The work,
when about to be commenced, was delayed owing to the
death of the Rector, the Rev. F. Ayckbowm. His successor,
the Rev. Edward Marston, decided to go in for the greater
scheme, and to build a new church. Mr. Harrison’s design
with a spire 155 feet in height, was submitted to Mr. (after
wards Sir) George Gilbert Scott, at that time one of the
greatest authorities on Gothic architecture, and met with his
approbation. The old church was taken down July, 1865,
and the foundation stone of the new one was laid 1st Novem
ber following. It was completed (and consecrated) Febru
ary 2, 1869, at a cost of £10,500. Mr. Harrison, unfortun
ately, did not live to see the work completed. This was
carried out by his two pupils, who succeeded to the practice
and continued to occupy the office in Werburgh Street under
the title of Messrs. Kelly and Edwards. Mr. T. Hughes,
Aldford, was the contractor, Mr. Blinston, of Liverpool, did
the stone carving, and Mr. T. H. Brown, Chester, the wood
work.
In November, 1861, Mr. Harrison re-constructed “ God’s
Providence House,” so that it might be brought up-to-date
for business purposes. In deference to the public wish he
preserved the front and retained as much as possible of its
ancient character.
In 1862, he restored “ Leche House,” a few doors below
“ God’ s Providence House.”
Mr. Harrison died August 24th, 1866.

