


of this his bench-mark was, and remained, 
absolute accuracy, a demanding standard, but, 
it must be admitted, one which some found 
over cautious in a field where inspired recon­
struction and some interpretation are allowed, 
if not preferred.

Richard Wright was promoted Senior Lec­
turer in 1946 and elected a fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London in 1942. In 1965 the 
first volume of The R om an  In scrip tion s o f  
B rita in  appeared, a considerable work of schol­
arship, nearly 800 pages in length and contain­
ing some 2400 items. This contribution to 
Roman epigraphy was acknowledged the next 
year by the bestowal on him of a personal 
Readership in the Epigraphy of Roman 
Britain.

Richard Wright was President of our Society 
1968 to 1969, and those who were on the 
Pilgrim age, of Hadrian’s Wall in 1969 will 
remember him and Dorothy Charlesworth, 
President of our sister Society, posing together 
for an official photograph by the Wall Ditch at 
Limestone Corner. Later he was elected an j 
honorary member of our Society.

Other works, primarily, but by no means

exclusively, on inscriptions, were published in 
A rch aeologia  A elian a  and the Society’s P ro ­
ceedings and as the annual review of inscrip­
tions in the Current work in Roman Britain 
section of, first, The Journal o f  R om an  Studies 
and, then, Britannia. He was also an active 
member of the Durham Civic Trust. All these 
activities continued up to and beyond his 
retirement in 1973. In fact it was not until a 
major illness, some years later, that he really 
had to hand over the annual inscriptions 
report, and work on further fascicules of R IB , 
to other scholars.

Richard Wright was a conscientious and 
regular attender at both the Society’s monthly 
meetings and Council, right up to recent times 
when he had become too house-bound to 
attend. Here, again, the role of his wife was 
highly supportive, in bringing him from Dur­
ham to Newcastle and back again when he 
wished to attend a meeting.

Richard Wright died on 12 October 1992, 
leaving Ella, his wife and two daughters, Clare 
and Bridget.

Charles Daniels


