




















Fig. 2 The N o rth  B ritish  R a ilw a y  v ia d u t o v e r  the T w eed  a t B e r w i c k f r o m  S h e ld o n 's  H istory  
(1849)

m eans of an interchange o f opinion that each  
com pany should consider the interests of the 
other as its own, and should by every proper 
m eans prom ote both Passenger and G oods  
traffic on the East Coast line for mutual 
benefit" .119

A lthough it is hardly possible to draw up a 
precise balance sheet o f gains and losses result­
ing from these events, it can at least be said 
that, as far as Berwick was concerned, the 
com ing of the railway does seem  to have had 
the results that its prom oters hoped for. 
A lm ost at once there was an early morning 
service to carry fruit and farm produce to 
Edinburgh, there were cattle trains bringing 
livestock from Edinburgh in time for Berw ick’s 
M onday market, and then carrying cows and 
sheep on to N ew castle next day, and trains 
which as early as 1849 could take Berwick fish 
to London in sixteen to twenty hours, thereby  
helping to make fish a staple o f their diet for 
the m etropolitan p oor.1 0 In 1851 the tow n’s

exports to London were also said to include  
agricultural produce, coal, ale, w ool and w his­
ky.1 1 But the railway also had an effect that 
went beyond purely m aterial considerations, 
for it helped to integrate Berwick into the 
wider life o f the nation, not least in m atters o f  
time.

Before the advent o f the railways, time was a 
local affair, reckoned according to a p lace’s 
special relationship with the G reenw ich m erid­
ian. This would cause im m ense problem s when  
it becam e necessary to produce tim etables for 
railways m aking unprecedently quick con n ec­
tions b etw een  different parts o f the country, 
problem s m ost easily perceived in the solutions  
proposed to resolve them. In 1845, for instance, 
a m eeting o f the Institute o f Civil E ngineers 
heard it suggested  that station clocks be m ade 
with two m inute hands, “one pointing to  
G reenw ich m ean tim e, the other show ing the 
time o f the place where the clock is situ­
ated’’. B e r w i c k  appears to have gone by



Greenwich time anyway, perhaps as a result of 
its position on the east coast and its regular 
maritime contacts with the South East. But 
Edinburgh was twelve and a half minutes 
behind Greenwich, and it was Edinburgh time 
which prevailed along the length of the North 
British Railway, with the result that, at Ber­
wick, town and station were perpetually at 
chronometrical odds. Only in January 1848 did 
the magistrates of Edinburgh move their city’s 
clocks back so as to observe Greenwich Mean 
Time, a change which, as in many other places 
in these years, can be very largely attributed to 
the railways.123 After that, the time at Berwick 
station was identical with that of the town, and 
with that of every other place along the line on 
which it stood.

The loss to the archaeological record result­
ing from the construction of Berwick station is 
certainly something to be regretted, not least 
because the massive royal castle of Berwick is 
likely to have exerted a considerable, but now 
incalculable, influence on the development of 
other fortresses in the English borders in the 
later Middle Ages. Yet even in architectural 
terms, the disappearance of most of the 
remains of the castle had mitigating features, 
when the structures that replaced it or were 
created from it are taken into account—the 
parish church, perhaps the barracks, the 
charming station (while it stood), above all 
Stephenson’s superb bridge. If taken at face 
value, the claim made for the Royal Border 
Bridge in 1850, that its opening represented 
“The last act of the Union”, was a considerable 
exaggeration, in that over a century had passed 
since England had last been invaded from 
Scotland, in the Jacobite rising of 1745. Yet a 
plaque on the present-day station platform 
informs the observant passenger that “This 
Station stands on the site of the great hall of 
Berwick Castle. Here on 17 November 1292 
the claim of Robert Bruce to the crown of 
Scotland was declined and the decision in 
favour of John Baliol was given by King 
Edward I before the full Parliament of England 
and a large gathering of the nobility and pop­
ulace of both England and Scotland”. And the 
decision taken in 1292 turned out to be one in a

series of manoeuvres intended ultimately to 
bring Scotland under English overlordship, and 
so constituted an important step on the road 
that would lead to centuries of Anglo-Scottish 
hostilities, hostilities in which Berwick castle 
played a central role. Seen in this light, the 
replacement of the castle by a station may 
perhaps with justice be allowed a certain sym­
bolic importance. Easier physical contacts, the 
freer movement of people, ideas and goods, 
may not by themselves make for friendlier 
dealings between nations, but at least they can 
help to make them possible.

NOTES

* This article is a revised version of a paper read 
to the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon 
Tyne on 26 May 1993. It is based upon research 
carried out for English Heritage in 1990 and 1991, 
and I am most grateful to the staff of that organiza­
tion (and especially to Mr David Sherlock of its 
Newcastle office) for assistance and advice while 
work was in progress, and for a grant in aid of the 
publication of this paper. In the notes which follow I 
have used the following abbreviations:
BA Berwick A dvertiser
B K W  Berwick and Kelso Warder 
BL British Library, London
BRO Berwick-upon-Tweed Record Office 
PRO Public Record Office, London 
SRO Scottish Record Office, Edinburgh.

1 For the story of the construction of the Eliz­
abethan fortifications at Berwick, see H. M. Colvin 
(ed.), The History o f  the King's W orks Vol. IV 
(1982) pp. 613-64.

2 PRO SP59/25 f. 153v.
3 PRO SP59/26 ff. 252, 283.
4 PRO SP59/33 ff. 108, 205.
5 PRO SP59/38 f. 172; E351/3480 m5d; E351/3481 

m5; E351/3482 m6d.
6 Translated from BRO X5/1, itself a copy of the 

grant enrolled on the patent roll for 2 James I.
7 Details from Lambeth Palace Library MS 3202 

f. 122v; BL Harl.MS 7017 ff. 167v-168; J. C. Hodg­
son (ed.), N orth Country Diaries, Second Series 
(Surtees Society Vol. 124,1914) p. 25 (Journal of Sir 
William Brereton).

8 BRO Bl/10 f. 189.
9 M. Girouard, Life in the English Country House 

(Yale, 1978) p.102.



10 Syon House, MS QII no. 66, cited with the 
permission of the trustees of the tenth Duke of 
Northumberland deceased.

11 The Journal of John Aston (ed. J. C. Hodgson), 
in History o f  the Berwickshire Naturalists' Club Vol. 
XXI (1909-1911) pp. 86-88.

12 J. Bain (ed.), The B order Papers V o l I 
1560-1594  (Edinburgh, 1894) no. 240 (pp. 142-3).

13 BRO Bl/10 ff. 212, 216, 217v; Robert Denton, 
Berwick's Beauty, or a Church Erecting there (Lon­
don, 1650) pp. 12-13. F.Sheldon, H istory o f  
Berwick-upon-Tweed  (Edinburgh, 1849) pp. 208-10 
gives the sum paid as £320, but Denton, who was 
involved in the purchase, seems the more reliable 
witness.

14 BRO B9/1 ff. 2v-3.
15 BRO Bl/10 ff. 41-41 v, 58,169.
16 BRO Bl/10 f. 169.
17 BRO Bl/10 f. 38v.
18 BRO Bl/10 f. 162v.
19 BRO Bl/10 ff. 190v-191.
20 Robert Denton, Berwick’s Beauty, or a Church 

Erecting there (London, 1650) pp. 9-10.
21 BRO Bl/10 f. 189.
22 BRO Bl/11 f. 7.
23 BRO Bl/11 f. 73v.
24 BRO Bl/11 f. 3v.
25 BRO Bl/11 f. 104v.
26 BRO Bl/12 f. 122v.
27 BRO Bl/11 f. 35.
28 See W. Maddan, Berwick Castle and the Mod-

ern Owners thereof, in History o f  the Berwickshire 
Naturalists' Club Vol. 19 (1903-1905) pp. 348-54.

29 PRO W055/1788.
30 BRO B9/1 ff. 84-84v, 89, 105v-106, 119, 

135v-136v, 138,143.
31 BRO Bl/14 ff. 295, 298-298v; PRO MPH 993.
32 PRO WO47/30 pp. 138-9.
33 BRO Bl/15 f. 56v.
34 W. Hutchinson, A View of Northumberland 

Vol.II (Newcastle, 1778) p. 41.
35 F. Grose, The Antiquities of Scotland Vol. I 

(London, 1789) p. 109.
38 BL Egerton MS 1843 f. 27.
37 J. Fuller, The H istory o f  Berwick upon Tweed  

(Edinburgh, 1799) pp. 467-8.
38 PSAN 3rd Series Vol. 10 (1921) p. 78.

T. Rose, Westmorland, Cumberland, Durham  
and Northum berland Illustrated Vol. II (London, 
1834) p. 113.

40 As in, for instance, views by Sam Bough, Wil­
liam Daniell and J. M. W. Turner.

41 C. J. A. Robertson, The Origins o f  the Scottish 
Railway System 1722-1844  (Edinburgh, 1983)

pp. 270, 291; J. Richardson, A n A ccount o f  the P u b­
lic Meetings holden in the several towns in Scotland  
through or near which the Railway from  N ew ­
castle to Edinburgh and G lasgow is proposed  to go  
(Newcastle, 1837), in SRO BR/NBR/4/85 (line over 
Carter Bar); SRO GD206/1/63A/5 no. 2; Parliam en­
tary Papers 1841 Vol. XXV Accounts and Papers 13; 
Railway Communication p. 29 (Stephenson’s plan).

42 J. Simmons, The Railways o f  Britain: A n  H istor­
ical Introduction  (London, 1961) p. 12.

43 J. Thomas, The N orth British Railway Vol. I 
(Newton Abbot, 1969) p. 18.

44 R. S. Lambert, The Railway K ing 1800-1871  
(London, 1934) pp. 92, 97; Robertson, Origins o f  the 
Scottish Railway System  pp. 292-3; Thomas, N orth  
British Railway  I p. 21.

45 Robertson, Origins o f  the Scottish Railway Sys­
tem  p. 292.

46 SRO GD206/1/63A/5 no. 12.
47 M. Robbins, The Railway A ge  (London, 1964)

p. 60.
48 B A  26 August 1843; B K W  30 September 1843.
49 Sir John Sinclair, The Statistical A ccount o f  

Scotland  Vol. IV (Edinburgh, 1792) p. 383; Fuller, 
History o f  B erw ick upon Tweed  pp. 397-8; G. Chal­
mers, Caledonia  (1810) Vol. II pp. 312-13.

50 J. ,N. Brewer, The Picture o f  England (London, 
1820) Vol. II p. 116.

51 B A  27 January 1844.
52 SRO GD206/1/63A/5 nos. 12-16.
53 SRO BR/NBR/1/2 pp. 7, 353, 366.
54 ib., p. 28.
55 B K W  27 July 1844.
56 SRO BR/NBR/3/1 pp. 376-82.
57 The Archaeological Journal Vol. I (1845) 

p. 389.
5S B A  16 December 1843.
59 B A  13 July, 20 July, 1844.
60 B K W  31 August 1844.
61 ib., 21 September 1844.
62 SRO BR/NBR/1/2 pp. 52, 230.
63 B K W  19 October 1844.
64 ib., 9 November 1844.
65 ib., 7 December 1844.
66 BA 1 February 1846.
67 B K W  11 January 1845.
68 B A  30 November 1844.
69 J. Simmons, The Victorian Railway (London, 

1991) p. 162; G.Coppack, A bbeys and Priories (Lon­
don, 1990) pp. 21-22.

70 B K W  21 September 1844.
71 SRO BR/NBR/1/2 p. 175.
72 B A  21 December 1844; B K W  21 December 

1844



73 Sheldon, History of Berwick-upon-Tweed 
pp. 361-7.

74 BA 22 March 1845; BKW 15 March, 19 April 
1845.

15 BKW 25 October 1850.
76 ib., 8 February 1845.
77 ib., 12 April 1845.
78 ib., 16 January 1845.
79 ib., 5 April 1845.
80 e.g. ib., 13 September 1845.
81 BA 1 February 1846.
82 BKW 12 July 1845.
83 ib., 30 August 1845.
84 ib., 4 October 1845; SRO BR/NBR/1/2 p. 419.
85 BA 27 December 1845.
86 BKW 14 February 1846.
87 ib., 20 June 1846.
88 ib., 17 April 1847; SRO BR/NBR/1/4 9 August 

1849.
89 BA 20 June 1846; BKW 20 June 1846.
90 BA 21 November 1846.
91 ib., 20 June 1846.
92 W. White, Northumberland and the Border (2nd 

Edn., London, 1859) p. 284.
93 BKW 29 November 1850.
94 BA 30 June 1905.
95 J. Grundy, G. McCombie, P. Ryder, H. Welfare, 

N. Pevsner, The Buildings of England: Northumber­
land (Harmondsworth, 1992) p. 185.

96 BA 27 June 1846.
97 SRO BR/NBR/1/3 pp. 145-6.
98 BKW 11 July 1846.
99 BA 11 July 1846.
100 BA 15 August, 12 September 1846.
101 BKW 21 March 1846.

102 BA 25 October 1845.
103 ib., 3 July 1847.
104 Thomas, North British Railway I pp. 43-45.
105 W.Whelan, History, Topography and Directory 

of Northumberland (Manchester and London, 1855) 
p. 963.

106 BA 17 July 1847.
107 Details from BA 2 September 1848. In 1850 

there were said to be 135,000 feet of timber in this 
structure, BA 15 June 1850.

108 L. T . C . Rolt, George and Robert Stephenson 
(London, 1960) pp. 285-86.

109 BKW 1 August 1847.
110 ib., 18 March 1848.
1,1 SRO BR/NBR/1/5 p.81.
112 BA 29 July, 12 August 1848; BKW 5 August, 30 

September 1848. 
tl3 BA 14 October 1848.
114 ib., 15 September 1849.
115 ib., 30 March 1850.
116 ib., 18 May 1850.
117 ib., 31 August 1850.
118 Thomas, North British Railway I pp. 29-30.
119 PRO RAIL772/4 p. 479.
120 Thomas, North British Railway I p. 52; Shel-

don, H istory o f  Berwick-upon-Tweed  pp. 278-9; 
J. Simmons, The Railway in Town and Country 
1830-1914 (Newton Abbot, 1986) p. 47; id., Victori­
an Railway p. 352

121 The Rail Book of England Vol. I (1851)
pp 100-1.

Railway Express 27 June 1845 p. 39.
123 BA 29 January 1848. See Simmons, Victorian 

Railway pp. 345-7.

The publication of this paper has been aided by a grant from English Heritage
NEWDNB
31A  St. Giles, Oxford


