




















Fig. 2 The N o rth  B ritish  R a ilw a y  v ia d u t o v e r  the T w eed  a t B e r w i c k f r o m  S h e ld o n 's  H istory  
(1849)

m eans of an interchange o f opinion that each  
com pany should consider the interests of the 
other as its own, and should by every proper 
m eans prom ote both Passenger and G oods  
traffic on the East Coast line for mutual 
benefit" .119

A lthough it is hardly possible to draw up a 
precise balance sheet o f gains and losses result
ing from these events, it can at least be said 
that, as far as Berwick was concerned, the 
com ing of the railway does seem  to have had 
the results that its prom oters hoped for. 
A lm ost at once there was an early morning 
service to carry fruit and farm produce to 
Edinburgh, there were cattle trains bringing 
livestock from Edinburgh in time for Berw ick’s 
M onday market, and then carrying cows and 
sheep on to N ew castle next day, and trains 
which as early as 1849 could take Berwick fish 
to London in sixteen to twenty hours, thereby  
helping to make fish a staple o f their diet for 
the m etropolitan p oor.1 0 In 1851 the tow n’s

exports to London were also said to include  
agricultural produce, coal, ale, w ool and w his
ky.1 1 But the railway also had an effect that 
went beyond purely m aterial considerations, 
for it helped to integrate Berwick into the 
wider life o f the nation, not least in m atters o f  
time.

Before the advent o f the railways, time was a 
local affair, reckoned according to a p lace’s 
special relationship with the G reenw ich m erid
ian. This would cause im m ense problem s when  
it becam e necessary to produce tim etables for 
railways m aking unprecedently quick con n ec
tions b etw een  different parts o f the country, 
problem s m ost easily perceived in the solutions  
proposed to resolve them. In 1845, for instance, 
a m eeting o f the Institute o f Civil E ngineers 
heard it suggested  that station clocks be m ade 
with two m inute hands, “one pointing to  
G reenw ich m ean tim e, the other show ing the 
time o f the place where the clock is situ
ated’’. B e r w i c k  appears to have gone by



Greenwich time anyway, perhaps as a result of 
its position on the east coast and its regular 
maritime contacts with the South East. But 
Edinburgh was twelve and a half minutes 
behind Greenwich, and it was Edinburgh time 
which prevailed along the length of the North 
British Railway, with the result that, at Ber
wick, town and station were perpetually at 
chronometrical odds. Only in January 1848 did 
the magistrates of Edinburgh move their city’s 
clocks back so as to observe Greenwich Mean 
Time, a change which, as in many other places 
in these years, can be very largely attributed to 
the railways.123 After that, the time at Berwick 
station was identical with that of the town, and 
with that of every other place along the line on 
which it stood.

The loss to the archaeological record result
ing from the construction of Berwick station is 
certainly something to be regretted, not least 
because the massive royal castle of Berwick is 
likely to have exerted a considerable, but now 
incalculable, influence on the development of 
other fortresses in the English borders in the 
later Middle Ages. Yet even in architectural 
terms, the disappearance of most of the 
remains of the castle had mitigating features, 
when the structures that replaced it or were 
created from it are taken into account—the 
parish church, perhaps the barracks, the 
charming station (while it stood), above all 
Stephenson’s superb bridge. If taken at face 
value, the claim made for the Royal Border 
Bridge in 1850, that its opening represented 
“The last act of the Union”, was a considerable 
exaggeration, in that over a century had passed 
since England had last been invaded from 
Scotland, in the Jacobite rising of 1745. Yet a 
plaque on the present-day station platform 
informs the observant passenger that “This 
Station stands on the site of the great hall of 
Berwick Castle. Here on 17 November 1292 
the claim of Robert Bruce to the crown of 
Scotland was declined and the decision in 
favour of John Baliol was given by King 
Edward I before the full Parliament of England 
and a large gathering of the nobility and pop
ulace of both England and Scotland”. And the 
decision taken in 1292 turned out to be one in a

series of manoeuvres intended ultimately to 
bring Scotland under English overlordship, and 
so constituted an important step on the road 
that would lead to centuries of Anglo-Scottish 
hostilities, hostilities in which Berwick castle 
played a central role. Seen in this light, the 
replacement of the castle by a station may 
perhaps with justice be allowed a certain sym
bolic importance. Easier physical contacts, the 
freer movement of people, ideas and goods, 
may not by themselves make for friendlier 
dealings between nations, but at least they can 
help to make them possible.
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