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II.

REPORT ON STONE CIRCLES IN ABERDEENSHIRE (INVERURIE,
EASTERN PARISHES, AND INSCH DISTRICTS), WITH MEASURED
PLANS AND DRAWINGS, OBTAINED UNDER THE GUNNING
FELLOWSHIP. BY FRED. R. COLES, ASSISTANT-KEEPER OF THE
MUSEUM.

The Report for the season just passed includes notices of megalithic
remains scattered over an area of considerably greater extent than any
hitherto examined. This has hecome necessary through several causes,
such as: my own oversight in missing remains not easily recognised on
the maps, difficulties of access to other sites, and, lastly, the ascertaining
of precise localities of others only through the verbal direction of persons
intimately acquainted with the special district in days so long ago, that,
but for the retentive memories of such aged residents, all knowledge of
such and such a Circle would ere this have perished. It is always a
peculiar pleasure to meet with tenants to whom the Standing Stones are
really objects of some regard and importance ; and this distinct pleasure
we several times experienced during our recent survey. It did much to
counterbalance feelings of quite another kind, which swelled at the too
frequent sight of rows of split boulders, coping stones of dikes, or lintels
of barn-doors that bore sad testimony to the manner in which the
ancient Standing Stones had been transformed into the mere building
material of modern needs. That better feelings do now prevail is
generally admitted; and, on most estates, the laird lays a restraining
hand upon the tenant.

The remains investigated during the survey of 1901 fall naturally
into three large divisions. In the first, which is geographically the
same area as that partially surveyed in 1900, there are nineteen
additional sites to report upon. Many of these are now marked by a
monolith only. In the second division, which comprises the extensive
area now known as-the parishes of Belhelvie, Kinkell, Fintray, New
Machar, Foveran, Udny, Tarves, Bourtie, Daviot, and Eaynp, all lying
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east of the rivers Don and Ury, this Beport notices seventeen sites, a
few of these being now marked by monoliths only, but the majority
having remains of great interest. The third division lies entirely to the
west of the Ury and mainly in the district called Stratlibogie. Here
the remains are very numerous, and they number, inclusive of monoliths,
over thirty. This Eeport, therefore, has to deal, of necessity briefly in
many instances, with no fewer than seventy sites, of greatly varying
interest, and about many of which it is to be regretted that so very
little can now be confidently affirmed.

S C A L E O F M I L E S

Pig. 1. Map of the District surveyed.

The ground-plans for the most part are shown, as before, on the
scale of 20 feet to the inch, with a few exceptions which will be noted
in their proper places; and reference to the stones in the circles is
made, as before, by naming the first stone on the west of the Pillar No.
I. In many examples it has • been found simpler and clearer to use
lettering for the stones.

DIVISION I. INVEEUBIE DISTRICT.
In the accompanying Map (fig. 1) the lower section shows the same

area as that visited in 1900; but the sites now noticed are additional
to those marked in the previous one.
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The most southerly site is
No. 1. Drum/ours, Cushnie.—At a point mid-way between South

Fowlis and Drumfours farms, about four miles S.S.W. of Alford, the
Ordnance Map shows five stones arranged in a rude oval. All that
now remains in situ is one tallish monolith (see A, fig. 2), set with its
longer axis east and west on a, flattish piece of ground, having on its
west and north a rather deep natural hollow crescentic in form. The

A
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Fig. 2. Drumfours, Cushnie. Fig. 3. Cup-marked Boulder.

height above sea-level is considerably above 600 feet. Going due east
from this monolith for a distance of 84 feet, we strike a wooden paling,
within which, on the edge of a quarry, lie several large stones. The
nearest and largest is (see B, fig. 3) a rounded mass of whinstone,
having on its smooth and nearly level tipper surface the ten cup-marks
shown in my drawing. The larger cups are 2^ inches wide and 2 inches
deep. Under the very favourable light of a clear noon-day, it was just
possible to detect the slight depressions of tool-marks in some of these
cups.
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From what I subsequently learnt in conversation with the farmer,
this stone for years lay against the monolith A, but was removed by
an old quarryman to its present position and there left for preservation.
The other four or five stones recorded on the Ordnance Map must have
been removed long prior to this tenant's occupancy of the farm of
Drumfours. The next illustration (fig. 4) shows the Standing Stone
from the east.

No. 2. Howemill, Tough.—On what was at the date of the Ordnance
Survey the wooded summit of a hill 616 feet above sea-level, the Map

Fig. 4. Drumfours; remains of Circle.

shows a group of four large stones. The site is 1| mile almost due east
of the Drumfours Circle ; but it is not visible from it. On the occasion
of our visit, we encountered numerous stumps of trees and not a few
bushy obstacles, before finding the one erect, massive stone (see figs. 5
and 6), which alone has, in this brief lapse of time, been spared the
application of the quarryman's "jumper" and powder. Two others
lie split and shattered, and the place of the fourth knows it no more.
That it stood on the north-west (B on plan, fig. 5) is probable; there
it would form with the others an ellipse of 30 feet by 23 in diameter,
and there, as if in indication of a quondam monolith, still remain firmly
set the three stones shown shaded in the plan. At a distance of 39
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feet S.W. from the base of the Standing Stone A, is a fallen stone, 6
feet 4 inches in length by 3 feet 5 in breadth. When erect, it would

Fig. 5. Howemill, Tough ; Plan.

Fig. 6. Howemill; View from the South.

probably have stood exactly in line with the centres of A andjD, and
if so, also in line, as they are, with the Mither Tap of Bennachie. The
smaller part of this last-mentioned Stone D is on edge, seems quite
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earth-fast, and stands about 22 inches above the-ground. Its larger
portion has been split away and left lying flat. The three large pieces
at C are parts of one stone ; and between B and A is a litter of smaller
fragments which I take to be pieces of the fourth stone thrown aside
as useless.

o

o

Fig. 7. North Strone, Alford; Plan.

No. 3. North Strone, Alford.—This circle is in a larch wood, a quarter
of a mile S.W. of the farm, and one mile and a half south of Alford,
and must once have been visible from the Drumfours Circle, from which
it is three miles distant. The site is 850 feet above sea-level. Several
features present themselves at once to our notice. The stones com-
posing the Circle are seventeen in number (see plan, fig. 7). They are
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all short and not conspicuous for breadth; indeed, the Recumbent Stone
and Pillars are chiefly remarkable for their extreme smallness; thirdly,
I show on the plan five stones in line only, to distinguish them from the
nine in black. The reason for this difference in representation is that
the five outlined stones on the N.W. arc were quite recently raised
from a prostrate position and erected at intervals believed to be in
keeping with the spaces between the undisturbed stones on the east
and south-west, by the order of the proprietrix of Haughton, Miss
Farquharson, who had also directed some excavation to be made within
the area enclosed by the stones. On communicating to Miss Farquharson
my desire to know if any relics had been found, I was informed that,
" on the east side of the Circle some human bones, and chips of what
must have been an urn because of the marks of ornamentation on them,
were found. The ground must have been gone over at some previous
time; there were marks of three or four graves with nothing in them."

A rather more detailed account may be consulted in Scottish Notes
and Queries for May 1897, p. 178 ; from which we learn that the whole
space enclosed by the stones was originally paved with rough stones set
close together; that seven ancient graves were found lying nearly east
and west within the circle, all previously opened. One contained some
bones and part of a clay urn with incised decoration; another had
several pieces of bone, a tooth, and two bits of flint; and in the rest,
only the outlines of skeletons could be traced.

The heights of the stones are :—
Stone I. . . . . 2 feet 5 inches ; grey granite.

„ II. . . . . 2 „ 10 „ red
(Stones III. to VII. are omitted, not being in their original settings).

Stone VIII. . 2 feet 8 inches ; red granite.
IX. . 2 „ 10 „ white „ (like Dyce).
X. . 2 » 10 ,, grey

„ XL 2 „ 7 „ red „
,, XII. . 3 „ 2 ,, „ ,,
., XIII. and XIV. (fallen ; about 4 feet long).
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East Pillar . 2 feet 8 inches.
Recumbent Stone, fallen forward, 2 feet high.
West Pillar . 2 feet 9 inches.

The interspaces between all the original Stones, beginning at the;north
with Stone VIII., are :—

Stone VIII. t o IX., . . . .
, , I X . , , X., . . . .

X . „ X L , . . . .
„ X L „ XII., . . . .

XII. „ East Pillar .
East to West Pillar .
West Pillar to Stone I. .

i. , , n., . . . .
giving an approximate circumference of 170 feet.
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Fig. 8. North Strone ; View of Recumbent Stone, etc.

The diameters may be stated as 67 feet by 62. The Recumbent Stone,
whose extreme dimensions are, length 4 feet 8 inches, present breadth
(originally the height) 2 feet 4 inches, and thickness 1 foot 7 inches,
has been pushed over from its original position between the two Pillars.
It still lies almost in the same line of axis, however, and this is W.N.W.
by E.S.E. Its weight is 1£ tons.

If the two fallen stones (in outline on plan) on the S.E. are parts of
the original arrangement and were set up, they would fill in the gap
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here at about the same relative distances as the two stones still erect to
the' west of the Pillars. In order the more clearly to show the very
small size of the stones in this circle, I have given a drawing (fig. 8) of
the Becunibent Stone and Stone I. as seen from the S.S.E. near one of
the fallen stones.

M fA .•*
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Fig. 9. South Fornet, Skene ; Plan.

No. 4. South Fornet, Skene. — The O.M. shows here, at an altitude
of 600 feet, in a wood, a good-sized area dotted off in the shape of
a heart, with the point to the south, and the plans of several stones
within this strangely-outlined space. All -that now can be asserted is,
that the wood is still there ; two tall and massive Standing Stones (see
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Plan, fig. 9) still remain on either side of a space doubtless once filled by
the Recumbent Stone, and five other stones of varying size, one alone
over 5 feet in length, lie prone, scattered over a grassy, uneven ground,
which rises in front of the Pillars into a bank of uncertain dimensions
about four feet higher than their bases. Evidence of further disturbance
meets the eye in a sort of oblong trench on the eastern side, near to the
point where this bank "runs out." The large and thick fallen stone on
the N.E. (A, fig. 9), may mark the limit of the original Circle; its centre
is 87 feet 6 inches distant from the base of the "West Pillar.

Fig. 10. South Fornet ; the two Pillars.

The two Pillars (see fig. 10) are of blueish whinstone richly veined
with quartz. The West one stands 6 feet 10 inches in height, and its
outer surface is perfectly smooth. The East one is 6 feet 6 inches in
height, and both are pointed. The site of the Recumbent Stone is 6
feet 8 inches in length, and trends "W.KW. 60 degs. There is now no
trace whatever of any continuation of the bank shown on the plan, or of
any other ridge or trench external to this.

Nbs. 5, 6, and 7. Standing Stones at Blackchambers.—In dealing
with these separate monoliths, it was not thought necessary to affix a
ground-plan to each; every stone was accurately measured at its base,

VOL. xxxvi. . 3 2
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and its height taken; and I here give drawings of them placed in order as
we saw them, working from the most southerly one on this farm to the
Camiestane, near Inverurie.

No. 5. This (A, fig. 11) is a small block of porphyry, girthing over 7
feet, and standing 4 feet 6 inches in height, its longer axis pointing to
the north.

No. 6. The next, B, is of granite; it is 3 feet 9 inches in height, girths
5 feet 8 inches at the ground, and stands east and' w.est.

A. B. C.
Fig. 11. Standing Stones at Blaokchambers.

No. 1. The third, C, is also 3 feet 9 inches in height, girths 4 feet 2
inches and stands north and south. This last stone is not the one marked
on the O.M. as west of the farm-house of Blackchambers; that one must
have been removed, as we could not find it. The stone shown in my
drawing stands in a sloping field on the jST.E. of the steadings and about
a furlong from them.

In the next illustration are shown drawings of
Nos. 8, 9, and 10. Standing Stones at Strathray, Burnside, and

Craighead Wood.—There was also one at Aquherton, for which we made
long search without any result. The Strathray stone (A, fig. 12) is of
blue whinstone, stands 5 feet 2 inches quite erect, and girths 6 feet 10
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inches at the ground. Off its west side a piece lias been blasted, a quite
recent fracture being here visible. Its longer axis is 1ST. and S.

No. 9. The Burnside Stone, B, is a broad, very massive block of whin-
stone, much out of plumb towards the west. Its vertical height is 4 feet
7 inches, its girth 10 feet 3 inches, and its main axis N.W. and S.E.

No. 10. Craighead Wood.—This block of very quartzitic whinstone is
but a portion of what I took to have been a boulder; the whole of its
south surface being recently blasted from it (shaded portion to right, in

A. B. C.
Fig. 12. Standing Stones at Strathray, Burnside, and Craighead Wood.

C, fig. 12). Its present height is 4 feet 8 inches, and its girth 7 feet,
and its longer axis N.N.E. Of this stone, as the probable relic of a Circle,
I can speak with some confidence; for a vast quantity of great split-up
masses of stone, mostly of whinstone, lie about, gathered together at the
edge of a plantation some sixty years old, close to the monolith—in all
likelihood the remnants of the former Standing Stones. In the case of
the other monoliths above described, all that can be said is that their
appearance is as aged and time-worn as that of any stones in actual
Circles, and that, in the Government Note-books of the date of the



500 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, MARCH 10, 1902.

• Ordnance Survey, it is recorded-that they had always heen considered
"Druidical."

No. 11. South Ley Lodge.—In a field a score of yards north of the road,
the O.M. places three marks and gives the name, Standing Stones, at

Q

5 v _ y
Fig. 13. South Ley Lodge ; Plan.

this site. On nearing it, we were delighted to find a Recumbent Stone
and its two Pillars (see figs. 13 and 14).

Fig. 14. South Ley Lodge ; Recumbent Stone and Pillars.

The site is level ground, about 300 feet above the sea, and distant from
the farm about a furlong. The group is composed of ponderous blocks
of grey granite, the Pillars erect, the Eecumbent Stone, as in most cases,
fallen considerably inwards. The ground at their bases is slightly higher
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on the north, that is, the interior of the Circle, than on the outside.
Structurally, one notices, at a glance, the unusually wide space between
each end of the Recumbent Stone and its Pillars ; beyond this, there is
little calling for remark. The height of the East Pillar is 5 feet 7 inches,
of the West 5 feet 2 inches, and of the Recumbent Stone, which is broad
and uneven at the top, 4 feet 7 inches. Its weight may be stated in
round numbers as 4 tons.

No. 12. Standing Stone, on the West of South Ley Lodge.—This stone
(fig. 15) measures 4 feet 10 inches in height, and stands on an almost
square base 5 feet 10 inches in girth. One of its sides trends N.N.E.

Fig. 15. West of South Ley Lodge.

No. 13. Standing Stone on the North of South Ley Lodge.—Very
much higher up and due north of the last monolith, we found the great
pyramidal block of grey granite next noticed (figs. 16 and 17). Its
longest side measures 7 feet 4 inches, and, with the irregular lines of the
rest of its contour, helps to bring its girth at the base to considerably
over 11 feet. It is fully 26 inches thick at the top, and its vertical
height 5 feet 7 inches. The two broadest faces look north and south
(Magnetic), respectively. The smaller stones seen in the view are
clearings off the field.
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Fig. 16. North of South Ley Lodge ; view of Stone.

32 O 1 3. 3 4-
1———I———I———I———\———I

Fig. 17. North of South Ley Lodge ; Plan.
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No. 14. Cairntradlin Standing Stones.—This well set-up pillar of
whiustone (fig. 18) stands in a low field sloping gently down towards the
Skare Moss, through which one of Wade's military roads was made,
amidst a plethora of Cairns, Tumuli, and so-called Camps. The stone
is 6 feet in height, and girths at the base close upon 7 feet; its longest
side lying W.N.W. and E.S.E.

Fig. 18. Cairntradlin. Fig. 19. Scottsmill.

15. Scottsmill Standing Stone.—This stone (fig. 19) is noticeable from
the perfect flatness of its summit, which has a rudely-triangular outline,
and measures due N. and S. 23 inches in width. The base is an oblong
of 21 inches by 13, and girths 5 feet 8 inches. The stone is quite
vertical, and 4 feet 4 inches in height.

At Ferneybrae, the O.M. shows a Standing Stone; but the only one
discoverable now, seemed too slight to be the one intended, and was
therefore passed over.

No. 16. Kinellar Kirkyard.—At this place the map records the
remains of a Stone Circle. Searching in the Kirkyard itself, however,
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availed nothing; but, on reaching the field below the South wall, which
is of red granite, we at once recognised two great, fairly straight-edged
blocks of whinstone lying as shown in the drawing (fig. 20), evidently
the two Pillars of the Circle, made use of, with as little effort at removal
as might he, to eke out the wall. These stones are over 9 feet in length
along their upper edges, and close upon the same at the ground; their
thickness varies from 2 feet to 1 foot 9 inches. In the illustration, the
dotted lines show how I have ventured to restore them to what were
their probable original positions, which would leave space for a
Recumbent Stone about 13 feet long. The horizontal breadth of these
stones is unascertainable, because the ground-surface of the Kirkyard,

Fig. 20. Kinellar Kirkyard.

north of the wall, is very much higher than the level of the field where
the stones rest.

No. 17. Camiestone, near Inverurie.—On this farm are several remains
of interest, and through the ready courtesy of Mrs Wilson we were
without loss of time conducted to them. I may just note, in passing, the
existence of a huge circular Cairn, the summit of it visible to the left of
the Camiestone (fig. 22) itself, and the remains of a cist cover with one
of its supports as partly shown in the plan of Camies Grave (fig 21).
The Cairn seems totally undisturbed, and is densely overgrown with
broom-plants of giant size.' Of the grave, no history appears to have
been handed down as to former condition or associations. The Camie
Stone1 is a fine grey granite monolith (fig. 22), seamed with white quartz ;

1 Compare Camus Stone, Comiston, Cambus O'May, Cambuskenneth, Cambuslang.
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its base is a rough oblong, measuring in girth about 7 feet 3 inches. In
height it stands 4 feet 8 inches, and its longer side trends East and
West.1'

There are yet a few other monoliths in the lower part of this district,
not here noticed, at sites not accessible in the short hours of a September

M-
A

Fig. 21. Camies Grave. Tig. 22. Camie Stone.

ramble or drive; but enough have been recorded to show at any rate
how extraordinarily abundant in this portion of Aberdeenshire prehistoric
remains must once have been.

1 Some little distance to the south, there is a great boulder called Cloven Stone.
In The Early History of Kintore, by Alexander Watt (1865), there is a record of
"This Court of the Burgh of Kintore holden at ye Cloven Stane, upon ye elleventh
•day March MCVJ nyiitie fyve years."
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DIVISION" II. EASTERN PARISHES.
No. 18. Mimrikin's Clump.—Such is the name accorded on the O.M.

to three rings, one very large, and two small, on a site buried in woodland
a hundred yards or so north of the farm-house of Logie on the East bank
of the river Don, at 300 feet above sea-level, and just opposite Pitmedden
Station on the Great North of Scotland Railway. I visited the site on
the 10th of September; but, except for a veritable jungle of trees and
their roots, and bracken rising fully six feet in height, there is nothing to
record about this spot. In one or two comparatively clear spaces lay
biggish boulders in partially circular lines, suggestive to me more of the
rim-stones of cairns than anything else. Unless the wood and under-
growth were systematically cleared, 110 results of archseological value
could be obtained. At the farm, no one seemed able to impart any
information regarding the curious name of this wooded summit; there-
fore we may conclude that Mimrikin's Clump as a place-name has.
dropped out of living memory.

No. 19. Oothill, Fintray.—I might describe my investigation of this
site in almost the same terms as those just used regarding the previous
one. The map shows two dotted rings as Stone Circles, close to the
south edge of the wood at Cothill, and on the east of the road, one in
an open field, the other in the wood, and at the height of 350 feet above
sea-level. The field is now absolutely bare of stones; and in the
adjacent wood there are low heaps of stones at many spots. None of
these stones are very large or ponderous, nor are any whatever so
grouped as to suggest the handiwork of man.

No. 20. PeatMll, Kinkell.—This stone has already been briefly re-
corded 1 as follows:—"In Monkeizie [now Keith-hall or Kinkell] the
place of the Druidical Temple that stood in the end of last century is-
now unmarked, with one exception, where a single stone remains, nearly
two and a half feet square and seven feet high. It is remarkable that
the corn grows very luxuriantly around this solitary pillar to a distance

1 Old Stat. Account, vol. xxxix. p. 744.
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of 15 yards, and has always been eighteen inches higher than the crop
immediately beside it."

The O.M. also records that an urn was found close to it. The site is
a field west of the long strip of fir-plantation below Kinkell Post Office;
its height above the sea 400 feet. This shapely, straight-sided monolith
(fig. 23) stands 6 feet 7 inches above ground, and girths at the shoulder

Fig. 23. Peathill, Kinkell.

over 10 feet. It is of grey granite. Its longest and straightest edge, 2
feet 8 inches at the ground, trends "W.N.W.

If the words of the writer of the Statistical Account be taken as
literally descriptive, this monolith must have stood in the centre of a
Circle from 45 to 50 feet in diameter.

The New Statistical Account records the finding of three urns in a
barrow or tumulus about 80 yards distant; and so recently as in
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December 1893 an urn was found, which, in 'part, is figured and
described by Mr D. R. Thorn.1

Monykebbvck, New Maclar.—We are now well into the heart of the
richest agricultural district of Aberdeenshire, and need not be dis-
appointed if local antiquities are few and far between. That this is so
a glance at the Map (fig. 1) will prove ; for a distance of nearly five miles

Fig. 21. Moneykebbuck, New Machar.

separates this monolith from the last noticed; and, for many square miles
around, only half a dozen vestiges of Circles can now be seen.

This monolith (fig. 24) stands on a small, flat, oblong space, which is
partly a natural and partly an artificial break in the northern slope of
the hill here, about a quarter of a mile west of the farmhouse. Above

• it, the height is considerable, shutting off all prospect southwards ; below
it, the slope'continues very steeply northwards, and on the west there

1 In Scottish Notes and Queries for April 1894, p. 166.
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is a less steep incline. To the north and east the prospect is very
extensive, though the actual height above sea-level, of 300 feet, is not
remarkable. Around the base of the Stone are many smallish stones,
some of them to all appearance firmly set. The Stone is rugged red
granite, so chafed and ridged on the north side into horizontal grooves,
as at a little distance almost to suggest Ogams. Its base, nearly square,
measured 7 feet in girth. The height of the Stone is 6 feet 10 inches.
In a roundel of fir trees, about two hundred yards to the north, is a
distinct grassy mound, in all likelihood a Cairn ; and farther away in the
same direction another fir plantation encloses an irregular mound, said to
be the remains of a chapel. A field close to it is still called Chapel
Croft.

No. 22. Wester Craigie-croft.—A very dubious entry on the O.M.
led me to examine this remote site, which is there marked at a point
a little east of the main road between Aberdeen and the village of TJdny,
and almost equi-distant from those places. The words on the map are
" Cromlech, supposed Remains of a Stone Circle "; and the site is in a
mossy ground. On reaching the moss we saw many huge rocky out-
crops at a spot corresponding to that indicated on the map. But on
examination I satisfied myself that all of these, and some adjacent
boulders, were purely natural, that none could be a Cromlech, and that
certainly none could be portions of a Stone Circle.

No. 23. Hill of Fiddes.—A wide stretch of country intervenes
between the last site and the poor remnant of the once noble specimen
of Stone Circle at this far-easterly farm in Foveran. There exists,
fortunately for antiquaries, a ground planl of it, taken so long ago as
1777 by Mr James Anderson. This I here reproduce (fig. 25) on a
somewhat reduced scale. The plan is, perhaps, a trifle diagrammatic;
indeed, Mr Anderson speaks of it rather as a specimen of the type of
Circle with Recumbent Stone, so prevalent in Aberdeenshire, than as
an actually measured ground-plan, of this Circle in particular. Neither
does he state to what scale the drawing was made. From his statement,

1 Archceologia, vol. v. p. 246.
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however, that the Recumbent Stone was 12 feet long, we can compute
the over-all diameter of the Circle to be about 46 feet, and the circum-
ference taken through the" centres of the stones, 138 feet. The very
well-defined platform in front of the Recumbent Stone was about 20
feet by 6 feet; its height is not stated. The ten stones stood, evidently,

Fig. 25. Hill of I'iddes; Plan by Anderson in Archceologia.

on an equally well-denned ridge of earth and stones, and the interior is
shown flat and undisturbed.

From a later very brief notice by. Mr C. S. Temple1 in 1863, we
gather that all that then remained were one or two stones. Of these

1 Proceedings, vol. iv. pp. 65, 66.
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two stones I now give a ground-plan and illustration (figs. 26 and 27).
In the dike, which has been built up against the Pillar on the west, and
the east end of the Kecumbent Stone, there stand several great stones ;

Fig. 26. Hill of Fiddes ; remains of Circle.

two of these are within a few feet of the Pillar ; the others on the east
are both more massive and more numerous, so that the common fate has
befallen the Standing Stones of this Circle. The Pillar is a squarish-based

Fig. 27. Hill of Fiddes ; View of remains of Circle.

upward-tapering block of whinstone, 6 feet 6 inches in height. The
Eecumbent Stone, of the same material, is ponderous and unshapely in
its'irregular contours. On the inner face it measures 4 feet 3 inches in
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height, but on the outside, fully 6 feet; and its extreme length is 9 feet
8 inches. It lies due east and west by compass; its weight, roughly
computed, is rather over six tons. The site of this Circle is 260 feet
above sea-level.

No. 24. Shelden, Bourtie.—At the height of 500 feet above sea-level
on this farm there are shown on the O.M. seven stones in a broad oval,
and the record of the finding of a cist here is also printed. After over-
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Fig. 28. Shelden, Bourtie ; Plan.

coming many difficulties in reaching this hill, in a district abounding in
similar heights, fresh obstacles met us at the site itself, in the shape of
an utter wilderness of broom-bushes and brambles, and a roughness of
stony interior, second to none of all the sites examined in the county, in
addition to which a very high wind rendered our work, if exhilarating,
also somewhat capricious. The ground-plan,1 therefore, shown (in fig.

1 This ground-plan is shown on a scale of 32 feet to 1 inch.
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28), must be consulted as the best possible result of measures taken in
most unfavourable conditions. For example, even the great square
monolith, D, over 8 feet high, was not visible from either C or B, owing
to the great height and density of the broom. In front of H and in
line with B is a large flattish stone, G, 18 inches above ground, and
•earth-fast. Another earth-fast stone is 10 feet west of F, and four
•others are to the north of A. The interior, speaking generally, is free
from any very marked rise or low cairn-like feature, but irregularly
stony all over it.

The heights of the Standing Stones, which are all of granite, are:
A, 5 feet 10 inches (but 3 feot out of plumb); B, 5 feet 9 inches, pointed;

Fig. 29. Shelden ; View from the South.

•C, 6 feet, pointed; D, 8 feet 2 inches, pointed; E, 5 feet, flat-topped; F, 5
feet 10 inches, pointed; and H, 5 feet 10 inches, pyramidal. This last
stone is very conspicuous by reason of its tapering so suddenly from a
base of great breadth. The illustration (fig. 29) taken a few feet from
the south, is " constructed " from our measurements and plan. It shows
the relative heights and positions of the stones, but does not pretend to
accuracy of shape, since, as already stated, it is not possible to see any
three of these stones simultaneously from a point advantageous for making
a sketch.

No. 25. Kirldon of Bourtie.—The remains here, still extant, are the
same in number as those shown in the O.M., in the second field west of
the Manse, at a height of 525 feet above sea-level. They consist of a

VOL. xxxvi. 33
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Recumbent Stone of uncommon bulk, the East Pillar, and two tall and
massive stones on the S.W. arc (see fig. 30). With, these three definite
points, we can accurately determine the diameter of the Circle to have
been 60 feet. I have no record of the date at which, or the reason why,
the rest of the stones were removed, the present tenant knowing nothing
of this. The Recumbent Stone group stands on a very definite mound
(see the views, figs. 31 and 32); partly on this mound, at the outside,
lies a large fragment of stone, with a second close to it. In front of the
Pillar are two biggish stones on edge (shaded in the plan), rising a few

SECTION OF KECUMBtNiSlME

Fig. 30. Kirkton of Bourtie ; Plan.

inches above ground. Between the Pillar and the end of the Recumbent
Stone lies a large fragment split off the under side of the latter; when
whole, this Recumbent Stone must have measured quite 16 feet in
extreme length (fig. 31); its base now measures 3 feet 4 inches in
breadth, its height is 6 feet 4 inches on the outside (see sectional view
within the plan), and 5 feet 6 inches on the inside; and its weight,
therefore, must be about 17 tons. It is of grey granite. The dimensions
of the Pillar are : height, 9 feet 10 inches, and greatest girth about 10
feet. The other two Standing Stones are also very broad and massive,
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Fig. 31. Kirkton of Bourtie ; Recumbent Stone Group from within the Circle.

Fig. 32. Kirkton of Bourtie ; Group from outside.


