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IV.

REPORT ON STONE CIRCLES SURVEYED IN PERTHSHIRE—NORTH-
EASTERN SECTION ; WITH MEASURED PLANS AND DRAWINGS.
(OBTAINED UNDER THE GUNNING FELLOWSHIP.) BY FRED. R. COLES,
ASSISTANT KEEPER OF THE MUSEUM.

The Council of the Society having resolved to continue the investiga-
tion of the Stone Circles of Scotland, and the selection of a new area
being left to me, I suggested Perthshire as the next most useful field for
survey. This choice was made mainly because the county is extremely
rich in megalithic remains, which, although frequently referred to in the
Proceedings and elsewhere, have not as yet received a systematic investi-
gation at all commensurate with either their numbers or their importance.
I considered that the methodical way would be to begin with the most
easterly portion of Perthshire, that bordering with Forfar, in the
northern more hilly portions. This method would have been adopted
but for the impossibility of finding, late in summer, suitable quarters
at or near so popular a resort as Blairgowrie-—the best centre for the
intended district. Pitlochry was therefore chosen, as the next best;
and this locality, being so much farther west, obviously rendered it
impracticable to visit the sites in G-lenshee and Strath Isla.

This survey thus begins, not quite at the eastern border, but near
Kirkmichael in Strath Ardle, and the sites examined will be taken as
far as possible in a westerly direction, from that point, and then in a
southerly direction from Dunkeld.

The most northerly point included is at Blair Atholl, the most westerly
Fortingal, and the most southerly a site in the parish of Auchtergaven,
about 6 miles below Dunkeld.

Owing to the configuration of this hilly district, so conspicuously
different from the gently undulating farm-lands of Aberdeenshire, it has
been found convenient to take the sites in sequence in each of the several
straths or glens where they exist. A few circle-groups are to be found
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011 lofty uplands and heathery moors considerably above the main
streams; but the majority, in at any rate this section of the romantic-
ally-beautiful and richly-wooded county of Perth, are confined to the
valleys watered respectively by the rivers Ardle, Garry, Tummel, Lyon,
and Tay.

6 36Feet

Fig. 1. Standing Stones at Balnabroich, Kirkmichael; Ground-plan.

As all the Circles here noticed belong to a much simpler, and, in
most cases, to a much smaller type than those of the north-east of Scot-
land, the scale of the plans hitherto employed—20 feet to 1 inch—has
been abandoned, and in the majority a new scale of 6 feet to 1 inch has
been substituted.

GROUP A, STRATH-ARDLE.

No. 1. Standing Stones of Balnabroich.—On this farm, lOf miles
N.W. from Blairgowrie and 2^ S. of Kirkmichael, there is, close to the
loaning coming down from the main road, a gravelly mound, wholly
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natural, measuring on its flattest surface about 50 feet north and south,
and 18 feet from east to west. The remainder slopes away gradually
towards the west, the portion near to its base being -worked as a quarry.

The two Stones now standing here are shown on the Ordnance map,

Fig. 2. Remains of Circle at Balnabroich, Strath-ardle; View from the N.W.

Fig. 3. Remains of Circle at Balnabroich, Strath-ardle; View from the S.W.

at a height above sea-level of about 650 feet (see fig. 1). Birches and
broom-bushes grow about the mound, but do not interfere -with the
Stones. The Stone on the north is a rough mass of whinstone, 4 feet
2 inches in height, and with a basal girth of 10 feet 9 inches. Close in
front of its easterly edge is a small, flat, apparently earth-fast block,
nearly flush with the ground, its visible surface measuring about 20
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inches square. This Stone, A, has a considerable lean inwards. It is
distant from Stone B I O feet 4 inches, and this great block has fallen
outwards, so that its southern edge is now only 2 feet 6 inches in vertical
height above ground. Like its companion, this is a huge unwieldy mass
of rough channelled and fissured whinstone, with a basal girth of over
15 feet. The external characteristics of these two Stones are shown in
the two drawings, Kg. 2 (from the KW.) and fig. 3 (from the S.W.).
Balnabroich is said to mean "the farmtown of the brae."

Fig. 4. Ground-plan of Standing Stone at Balnabroich.

-ZVo. 2. Standing Stone at Balnabroich.—At a point 176 yards almost
due north of these two Stones is a tallish and unshapely monolith,
standing but a few yards west of the main road. Its most noticeable
feature is the extreme irregularity of its shape. If any proof were
needed to show how uncritical were the people who raised such stones,
how totally devoid of any regard for symmetry or neatness of contour in
the monoliths they set up, surely the ground-plan (fig. 4) of this block of
rent and riven quartz-veined whinstone, fissured and uncouth in all its
parts, would supply it.

The contour here shown was measured by laying down an irregular
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rhomboidal figure, and from each of its sides measuring by offsets to the
depth of the curves which are so prominent on the north, the north-west,
and the south-east sides. The ground-plan thus obtained shows that,
taken between their prominent angles, the four sides measure almost
exactly 3 feet each, and the main long axis of the Stone which lies due

Fig. 5. View of the Standing Stone, Balnabroich.

east and west measures 4 feet 6 inches. The monolith stands 5 feet
8 inches above the ground, and has the appearance, as seen from the
south, of the drawing shown in fig. 5. The three Stones noticed at
Balnabroich, as above, appear to have been unconnected with circles,
so far at least as it was possible to glean any information on their
former conditions.

No. 3. Giant's Grave, Enochdoio.—On the east side of the road, still
going north-west, at a point a few yards over two miles from Aldchlappie
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Hotel at Kirkmichael, is the lodge on the policies of Enochdow.
Between the house and the road, here about 800 feet above sea-level, is
a longish grassy mound conspicuously marked off at one. end by a tall
monolith, and at the other by a low rounded boulder (see figs. 6 and 7).
Locally, this spot is known as the Giant's Grave.1 The mound is set
N.W. and S.E. It is about 20 inches in height, 19 feet in length, and
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Fig. 6. The Giant's Grave, Enochdow, Strath-ardle ; Ground-plan.

Fig. 7. The Giant's Grave, Enochdow.

2 feet 6 inches to over 3 feet in breadth. The monolith at its N.W.
extreraity is of gritty dull red sandstone roughened with quartz, standing

. 5 feet 4 inches in height, 16 inches in breadth, and about 6 in thickness.
The rounded boulder at the S.E. is of whinstone, about 20 inches thick
and nearly 2 feet broad.

No 4. Standing Stone near Enochdow.—The Ordnance map marks
this Stone as having stood about 350 yards farther on, almost touching

1 On the Ordnance map it is nan.ed Ardle's Grave.
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the western edge of the road. Firs have, since the date of this Ordnance
survey, been planted all along this strip of the land; hut although the
ground, now so densely covered, was thoroughly searched, no vestige of
a monolith is now to he seen here. Nor, upon inquiries made, could we
elicit any information regarding its existence or removal.

Fig. 8. Standing Stone at Stotherd's Croft ; Yiew from the West.

No. 5. Standing Stone, Stotherd's Croft.—Whether this be the
remains of a Circle or not cannot now he affirmed; hut the monolith is
a fairly conspicuous one, hoary with age, and of considerable proportions.
It stands on the grassy bank bounding the east side of the road, about
a third of a mile from the edge of the fir-plantation last-named, and at
about 820 feet above sea-level. A fence runs behind it bounding the
fields on the Croft. It is a somewhat rounded, polygonal-shaped mass
of the indurated, quartziferous, gritty sandstone so abundant in the
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locality, and stands 5 feet, and 4 feet 9 inches at two prominent points
above ground. (See fig. 8, view from the west.) The girth at the base
is 11 feet 4 inches. One face is smooth and vertical, and measures 3
feet 3 inches in breadth. It trends nearly due north and south.

Fig. 9. Standing Stone, Cottertown ; View from the South.

GROUP B, GLEN BRERACHAN.

No. 6. Standing Stone, Cottertown.—From the wild rocky fastnesses
between Ben Vuroch, Craig Clachanach, and Craig Spardon—all to the
east of Ben Vraekie—there pours down Allt na Leacainn Moire, or the
Stream of the Great Stony Slope, which, at a point in its winding and
rapid course some 8| miles from Pitlochry, suddenly becomes slow and
deep. A very few yards to the south of the road here at Cottertown,
and between the road and the stream, there stands a huge monolith,
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with such a decided leaning over towards the north as to almost make
one uneasy when standing beside it. The ground here is about 870 feet
above sea-level.

The Stone is at the base an oblong in shape, measuring 14 inches on
its east end, 2 feet 7 inches along its south side, 17 inches at the west,
and 3 feet 6 inches on its north side—a girth, therefore, of 8 feet 8 inches.

Fig. 10. " Clach na-h' lobairt," near Tilt Hotel.

At the middle its dimensions are the same, but the top is rather less.
At its N.E. apex the Stone is 7 feet 8 inches clear of the ground, and
at the west edge 7 feet. In the illustration (fig. 9) I have shown the
monolith from the south, with the craggy profile of Menachban in the
background.1

1 Near the schoolhouse at Cottertown there is a Witch's Stone, and close to
Dalnacarn a small boulder, with a remarkable triple row of cup-marks, resting on a
cairn-like mound. These I hope to record elsewhere.
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GROUP C, STRATH-GARRY.

No. 7. Glacli na-li' lobairt, Glen Tilt Hotel.—The name is said to
mean, Stone of Sacrifice. The monolith is a small one, only 3 feet
7 inches in height, 20 inches broad at the top and base, and from 8 to
10 inches in thickness. It stands amongst the sparsely planted fir trees
behind the Tilt Hotel, and its south face—that shown in fig. 10—has
been disfigured by a small target in white paint and numerous bullet-
marks. Although the remarkable evenness of its sides and edges
vividly suggests the use of tools, I think it will be found on close
examination that this seemingly artificial appearance is simply natural,
and that the two long vertical lines, so suggestive of the shaft of a cross,
are in reality very slightly raised " ribs " of a harder quartz vein running
through the gritty sandstone. The Stone is set with the longer axis
N.N.E. and S.S.W. It is shown on the Ordnance map at a height of
about 440 feet above sea-level.

No. 8. Stones at Strathgroy 1 Farm.—Nearly two miles E.S.E. of the
last, and on much higher ground, are the steadings of Cnappaig and
Strathgroy, on the east of the Garry. On a commanding eminence of
the hilly ground here is a low conical mound called "Shian" or The
Fairies' Hill. This I take to be the spot, noticed in 1792, by the
compiler of the Statistical Account of Struan Parish, as "a sacrificing
Cairn, 60 geometrical paces in circumference, having several large flags
on the top, which probably constituted the altar, and hard by it two
obelisks, seemingly a part of a circle or temple."

On investigation, we could see scarcely any vestiges of the "large
flagstones" lying about, and the two Standing Stones are no longer
there.

No. 9. Claverhouse Stone, Urrard.—This small monolith stands in a
field due south of Urrard House about 740 feet, and 250 feet N.E. of
the railway at Killiecrankie. It is a straight-sided block of schist

1 In Gaelic, Srath-gruaidh. The writer mentioned below claims this word as
meaning "Druid" !
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longitudinally striated. At the S.S.W. angle it is 5 feet 3 inches high ;
at the N.N.E. 4 feet 5 inches; at the N.N.W. 4 feet 3 inches; and at
the S.S.E. 4 feet 1 inch. The base is almost rectangular. The Stone
has an overhang of 8J inches towards W.N.W. In the illustration,
the south face is shown (fig. 11). No information as to former
conditions on this site were obtainable; but the legend of this Stone

Fig. 11. " Claverhouse Stone," Urrard.

having been set up to mark the spot where Claverhouse fell is probably
quite recent, because I have been informed by residents that old
inhabitants point to a spot much further east and in what is now a wood
behind Urrard as the scene of his fall.

GROUP D, STEATH TUMMBL.
No. 10. Na Carraigean, Edintian.—Here, site, scenery, megalithic

remains, and surroundings all combine to render the investigation of



106 PKOCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, JANUARY 13, 1908.

this group memorable and specially interesting. The farm of Edintianl

is set upon high uplands near Fincastle. It is distant about 3 miles
from Blair Atholl in a S.W. direction. The Standing Stones are, however,

Fig. 12. "Ka Carraigean," Edintian ; general Ground-plan.

a good mile and a half further up on the moorland towards the west, and
no great distance from a little peaty pool called Lochan na Leathainn.
The level crest of the wide-rolling moorland here attains an altitude of
nearly 1400 feet, and on the most conspicuous part the Stones are placed.

1 The proper pronunciation, put phonetically, is as nearly as possible EA'n-chain,
the latter half being cognate with the word usually spelt '' shian " and meaning '' of
the fairies."
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In respect, therefore, of height above sea alone, this Circle is notice-
able, there having been none observed in Aberdeenshire or Banff at this
altitude. From the Circle no fewer than sixty separate and distinct
hill-summits, peaks, knobs, knocks, et hoc genus onine can he readily
seen, extending from Ben Vrackie on the east to the rugged heights of
Farragon in the south (with the whole great mass of Ben Lawers
beyond), Schiehallion, the wide-spreading Rannoch moorlands in the
west, the Gloii Tilt hills and Ben-y-ghloe ranges to the north and north-
east, with innumerable smaller eminences intervening. Surely, if ever
the pro-historic circle-builder (supposed to be a Star-and-Hill worshipper)
sought for a noble panorama within which to rear some rude image of
Stonehenge, this were the very spot ! And yet, what he did erect are
only four great unshapely, somewhat squat, and very rough boulders, in
the centre of a slight mound, circular, and marked off from the wild
moorland by a rim of small boulders (see fig. 12, general plan). The
hill upon which the Stones stand is called Meall nan Clachan. The
diameter of this rather irregular mound is 54 feet, and the boulders
which limit its verge are inconspicuous in respect of size, and many are
more than half concealed by the heather. The outer edges of the four
Standing Stones are 17 feet within the verge of the mound, and their
inner edges touch the circumference of a true circle 14 feet 6 inches in
diameter (see fig, 13, enlarged plan). The centre of the Circle is quite
hollow and the whole interior grassy and fairly smooth.

The Stone nearest the south (A) is a rough, jagged, and lumpy mass of
quartziferous schist, 3 feet 4 inches in height. (It is the block to the
left in fig. 15.)

Stone B, a block of whinstone, is vertical, with a flat top, a height of
3 feet 9 inches, and an outside width on the west of 3 feet 8 inches.
Stone C is a rounded boulder of whinstone now fallen back beyond the
circumference of the Circle. It is 2 feet 6 inches in thickness, 5 feet in
length, and 3 feet 2 inches in breadth. The fourth Stone, D, is in the
same relative position to the inner circumference as Stone C, and seems
to have fallen outwards also. It is a rough boulder like the others.
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Two views of this group are shown; in fig. 14 they are seen from the
west, with the dominating peak of Ben Vrackie in the background, and
in fig. 15 from the south-east.

D .
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Fig. 13. "Na Carraigean," Edintian ; Ground-plan.

No. 11. Standing Stones near Fincastle.—Of this site I received
definite information only on the last day of our stay at Pitlochry. The
account of its investigation must therefore be postponed.

No. 12. Circle on Fonab Moor.—This site resembles the last in its posi-



Fig. 14. " Na Cavraigean," Circle at Edintian ; View from the West.

Fig. IS. " Na Carraigean," Circle at Edintian ; View from the East.
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tion on the summit of a lofty and extensive moorland. It is distant from
Pitlochry about 3 miles, near an old track which connects the ferry
on the Tummel at Port-na-Craig with Graritully. The hill panorama,
though not so extensive as that from the Edintian Circle, is very grand.
In local parlance this group is known as the Four Stones. This must

0 1
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Fig. 16. Remains of Circle, Fonab Moor ; Ground-plan.

be a fairly old name handed down through some generations; because,
for at least fifty-seven years past, only three Standing Stones have
remained in situ. In evidence of this, there is, in the first volume of
Wilson's Prehistoric Annals, a wood-cut showing the same three Stones
that are still there.1

These three Stones are arranged as shown in the plan (ftg. 16), in a
1j,The drawing is a highly imaginative one, and gives a very exaggerated notion of

the height of the Stones.



Fig. 17. Remains of Circle on Fonab Moor ; View from the East.

Fig. 18. Remains of Circle on Fonab Moor ; View from the South.
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group forming in its now imperfect condition.a triangle which, measured
from the centres of the Stones, has its S.E. side 11 feet 6 inches long ; its
S.W. side 12 feet 3 inches ; and its north side 16 feet 3 inches. Fragments
of the demolished fourth Stone lie about the ground; but there is no
clear indication of its original position. The South Stone, A, is 3 feet
7 inches in breadth, 5 feet 10 inches in height, and from 12 to 4 inches
in thickness. The West Stone, B, 6 feet in height, measures 5 feet at
the back, and 4 feet 10 inches at the front, and is 18 inches in thickness.
The East Stone, C, at its outer angle is 3 feet 3 inches above ground,
and leans inward. All the blocks are of quartziferous gritty sandstone,
the East Stone being particularly rough and fissured. A large fragment
lying near it seems to be a portion of it.

The Stones'are set upon a fairly true Circle with a diameter of 15 feet
4 inches. One feature quickly arrests notice : this is, that the broader
faces of these Stones are not set even approximately upon and in line
with the circumference, but nearly parallel with each other—an arrange-
ment quite unlike the setting of Stones in the many other Circles
hitherto surveyed. I append two views of the group, one (fig. 17) from
the east, showing Tarragon in the distance, and the other (fig. 18) from
the south, for the purpose of emphasising the great difference in the
heights of these three blocks. In the locality these Stones are called
Glachan-direach.

No. 13. Remains of Circle at Pitfourie, Baledmmtd.—The one Stone
now remaining here stands in a low-lying field almost exactly midway
between the farmhouse at Pitfourie and the Church of Moulin. A
stream flows past on its west; and the ground in all directions rises,
most so on the jSf.W., where it culminates in the huge rocky mass of
Craigower. The site is thus secluded and inconspicuous.

I was informed by the tenant, Mr Reid, whose ready permission to
trespass through growing corn I here acknowledge, that many years ago,
in his grandfather's time, " there were several more stones standing," all
smaller than this monolith, and that, upon the orders given by Mrs
Grant Ferguson of Baledmund, some of these were saved from total
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demolition, and are supposed to be lying half buried in the field to this
day.

This now solitary Stone (see view from the east, fig. 19), "Dane's
Stone," as it is locally sometimes called, is a massive block of quartzitic
whinstone, the lumps of quartz being of a pink hue, standing 7 feet 3
inches in greatest height, fairly regular and vertical in contour, with a

Fig. 19. Standing Stone at Pitfourie ; View from the East.

sloping top, and a basal girth of over 10 feet; higher up the girth
increases to 12 feet 6 inches. The south face, which is the smoothest,
trends almost precisely east and west, and its axial diameter, obtained
by working out the ground-plan, is within an inch of 3 feet, in the same
direction.1

No. 14. Circle at FasTcally Cottages.—In a narrow strip of ground,
between the Highland Railway on the east and the great main road to
the north on the west, is a garden, shielded from observation by a tall

1 This Stone at Pitfourie has been noticed by J. C. Roger (Summer Tour in Scottish
Highlands), who refers also to another on the adjoining estate of Balnakilly. Of
this I could get no information, and it is not marked on the map.

VOL. XLII. 8
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hedge on the roadside, and in it there are yet standing in situ the seven
Stones of this Circle. Never, surely, was the pre-historic past brought
so closely into contact with the steam power and motor traffic of the
twentieth century ! In addition to these more or less disturbing con-
ditions, we were told that, during the most recent Government Survey,
the men of the theodolite arrived at the conclusion that this little Circle
is really the centre of Scotland.1

The garden at this cottage, near the north end of Pitlochry, is on the
Killiecrankie road, and distant from the point where Cluny Bridge road
branches off from that about 330 yards, and at a height above sea-level
of 370 feet. The Circle is indicated on the O.M. as a small dotted ring.
Seven Stones remain, one of which, however, is so sunk in the ground
as to be scarcely traceable (see the plan, fig. 20.) In the matter of
shape they all differ from the rugged, boulder-like masses noticed in other
localities of this district, in being thick, slab-like, straight-sided blocks of
the quartziferous schist, with the exception of F, which is whinstone.
The two broadest, A and D, stand almost due south and north, and all
the blocks are arranged with their broader faces towards the centre.

Stone A is 6 feet 2 inches in girth, 3 feet 5 inches in height.
„ B buried, 1 foot 10 inches across inner edge.
,, C is 7 feet 5 inches in girth, 4 feet high, leaning inward.
,, D is 11 feet 2 inches in girth, 5 feet 4 inches high, very

smooth-sided and flat-topped, and has been split
into three pieces.

„ E is 5 feet 7 inches in girth, 1 foot 6 inches in height,
probably broken, and is much rougher than the rest
in outline.

„ F is 6 feet 1 inch in girth, 1 foot 3 inches in height,
probably also broken.

,, G is 7 feet in girth and 2 feet 4 inches in height.

1 Various spots have heen so designated : a site at Struan, several miles to the
N.W. of Faskally ; also a house on the Killiecrankie road, being the most talked of,
besides a house in the Fair City of Perth itself.
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Six of the Stones are set upon the nearly true circumference of a

3)

G

Fig. 20. Circle at Faskally Cottages ; Ground-plan.

Circle 21 feet in diameter; but the North Stone is 4 feet outside it.
There were probably two others, on the N.E. and the S.W. respectively.
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The following illustrations will give some idea of the two largest
Stones on the north arc (fig. 21), and of the same two as seen from the
north, with the three smaller blocks, E, F, G, on the south-east (fig. 22).

No. 15. Circle at Tigh-na-ruaich.—This site possesses several specially
interesting points for consideration. First, as to the name ; this is spelt

Fig. 21. Circle at Faskally Cottages ; the two North Stones.

on the map, and in one or two books,1 Tyn-righ, as if the last syllable
was the Gaelic word for " king." But all the Gaelic-speaking persons in
the locality pronounce the name Tigh-na-ruaich, and explain the epithet-
syllable as " heather." The place is therefore, simply enough, " the house
of the heather."

Next, in respect of position, this Circle, like the last and others to
1 In, e.g., Roger's Bummer Tour in Scottish Highlands, and the volume of the

Kilkenny Arch. Soc. Journal for 1854-55.



Fig. 22. Circle at Faskally Cottages ; View from the N. E.
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follow, occupies a lowly spot on the flat land lying parallel with, but
not very much higher than the river Tummel, here not a great distance
from its confluence with the Tay. Except across to the wooded slopes
of Logierait hill, bordering the western bank of the river, there is no great
prospect in any direction. Again, the condition of the site is'pleasur-
able to the investigator, being absolutely free from obstructing obstacles,
and the Stones seem all to have been left intact. Lastly, there is an
authentic record of excavations here which were of considerable interest.

The Stones occupy a small piece of ground at the south end of the
garden at Tigh-na-ruaich, situated on the main road about one mile north
of Ballinluig junction on the Highland Railway. The interior is flat
and grass-grown, and the Circle is made readily accessible to the public.
The height above sea-level is 255 feet.

The six Stones here appear to be of whinstone. It is, however,
extremely difficult to be certain of their mineralogical composition, as no
recent fractures occur, and every stone is thickly clad with the usual
saxicolous lichens. They also are all erect and vertically set, with the
exception of the great slab on the south (F on the plan, fig. 23), which
leans inwards. The heights and dimensions are as follow:—

Stone A, 2 feet 8 inches high, flattish, and 7 feet in girth.
,, B, 4 „ 1 inch ,, top peaked, and 7 feet 5 inches

in girth.
,, C, 4 feet 7 inches „ jagged and sloping, and 10 feet

6 inches in girth.
„ D, 3 feet 9 inches high, flattish, and 7 feet 1 inch in girth.
„ E, 3 „ 2 „ „ jagged and sloping, and 4 feet

7 inches in girth.
,, F, 6 feet 0 inches high (not vertical), and 17 feet 2

inches in girth.
This great block on the south seems to occupy a somewhat anomalous

position, and, at first glance, rather recalls the Eecumbent Stone of the
typical Circles of the Northern Pictland. Both it and its nearest
companion, A, stand a considerable distance outside of the true Circle
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which bisects the four other Stones, and are much closer together than

Fig. 23. Circle at Tigh-na-ruaich, Ballinluig ; Ground-plan.

are those four. The diameter of the Circle is 22 feet; and it will be
noticed that there is no Stone exactly on the north to confront Stone F.
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Dr Joseph Andersoii has included this Circle1 in his account of many
such burial-places of the Bronze Age, and has quoted from an early
record of an excavation conducted within the area enclosed by these six
Stones. That record appears in the Kilkenny Arch. Soc. Journal for
1854-55, and was written by several persons. As the account is inter-
esting in many particulars, I shall utilise it pretty fully. At a general
meeting of the above-named Society, held in the Tholsel Room?, Kilkenny,
on Wednesday, 2nd May 1855, Mr Hitchcock forwarded a communica-
tion, the gist of which is to the following effect:—That, in the Pertltshire
Advertiser of 12th April 1855, a remarkable discovery was reported, a
small " Draidical" Circle being disclosed by the removal of masses of
broom and bramble for the garden at Tynrich, and that during the
trenching, "four huge urns, about 2 feet in height and a foot in
diameter at the mouth, were exhumed, quite full of calcined bones."
Unfortunately the whole were broken to pieces.

-Subsequently, Mr Hitchcock wrote to the JRev. Dr Hannah, Warden
of Trinity College, Glen Almond ; and Dr Hannah, in replying, enclosed
two letters, the first of which is as follows : —

DUNKELD, 14J/i May 1855.
DEAR SIR,—In answer to Mr Hitchcock's letter, I send to you the enclosed

sketch and description of the Druid ic Circle at Tynrich. The writer describes
the present appearance exactly ; and, as he was present at the digging up, I
have thought it best to get him to describe the whole thing from first to last.
I hope it may be satisfactory to Mr Hitchcock. I enclose all to you to forward
to him.—Believe me, yours very faithfully,

J. MAUMlLLAN.
Kev. Dr HANNAH.

The descriptive letter enclosed to Dr Hannah was addressed to Rev.
John MacMillan, and signed John M'Gregor. It runs as follows :—

TYNBICH, 12th May 1855.
REV. SIR,—In reply to your inquiries regarding the Druidical Circle at this

place, I have now to inform you that the Stones are quite close to the turnpike
road ; they are six in number, and quite regularly placed. The figure they
form is elliptical, its greatest diameter, due north and south, being about 27

1 In Scotland in Pagan Times: the Bronze Age, p. 113.
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feet, and the lesser diameter 22 feet. The height of the large Stone in the south
is about 6^ feet from the surface ; that of the others varies from 3j to 5 feet.
The Stones are the common hill-flags peculiar to the district, and they appear
to have been placed with the narrowest or most pointed end downwards.
Until recently, the Stones were not so conspicuous as they now are, the ground
surrounding them having this spring been levelled, and otherwise made
suitable for a garden or nursery. In the process of levelling, the workmen
had occasion to dig or trench the earth in the inside of the Circle, in doing
which they occasionally turned up wood-charcoal, or cinders, generally mixed
with the remains of burnt bones ; in some instances the bones appeared to
have been placed in the ground enclosed in rude clay urns, fragments of which
were found along with the bones. In one instance an urn was found whole,
with the exception of a small hole made with the spade in the top of it when
first touched. The sand was carefully removed from about it to the bottom,
but when attempted to be raised, the material of which it was formed crumbled
down to pieces. The outside of the vessels was of a clay colour, and appeared
to be only sun-dried, while the inside was black, and as if exposed to the
action of fire. The bones were almost of the whiteness of chalk. The soil in
the place is a light sand, but inside the Circle the sand was of a dark brown
colour, such as it would assume if saturated with blood. There were no stone
coffins found. . . . There were one or two pieces of flat stones found in the
Circle, but from the positions occupied by them, it did not seem as if they were
intended to enclose or preserve the bones.

I think the above extracts from the Kilkenny Journal are valuable
and interesting, not only because they have preserved a good record of
observations made at a comparatively early date in archaeology, but
because they are evidence of the fact that accurate observers, who were
open to the reception of facts concerning Stone Circles, did actually
exist before our own day and generation.

A view of the Circle (fig. 24) as seen from the east is here given.

GROUP E, GLEN LYON.
No. 16. The Upper Circle at Forlingal.—The Stones remaining here

are rather nearer the main road than those to be described as in the
Lower Circle. There is no intention of conveying any esoteric meaning
by the use of the terms upper and lower. The site is in a field on the
south of the road, about 290 yards to the east of the avenue at Fortingal
Manse, at a height of 404 feet above sea-level. It is about equally
distant from the river Lyon on its west. The O.M. shows two groups of
Stones, each having three, and a third group of two, the last being the
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most southerly. When I visited the spot, corn was growing around the
Stones, and the two on the south were not visible.

In the Upper Circle, or rather the group of three now representing it,
three great smooth-sided, rounded, and water-worn boulders have been
used, and are set upon the circumference of a circle, which bisects them,
of 27 feet 8 inches in diameter (see the plan, fig. 25). The inference
seems justifiable that a fourth, once in the iSI.W. angle, has been

Fig. 24. Circle at Tigh-na-ruaich, near Ballinluig ; View from the East.

removed.1 Measured from their centres, A and B are 27 feet 6 inches
apart, B and C 24 feet 6 inches, and C and A 17 feet 6 inches. In
respect of size there is no great dissimilarity: A girthing 12 feet, B 13
feet, and C 13 feet. The North Stone is the tallest, but yet only 4 feet
4 inches in vertical height; C is 4 feet, and A 3 feet 10 inches.

-ZVo. 17. The Lower Circle at Fortingal.—In a direction nearly S.S.E.
from the outer edge of Stone C in the Upper Circle, and at the distance

1 In the composition of these Stones, which externally resemble the common '' blue
whinstone," there must be an unusual quantity of metallic substance; because,
though repeatedly tried, the magnetic compass failed entirely to record true bearings.
The bearings named, therefore, are only approximately correct.


