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THE EARLY CASTLES OP MAR. (FIRST PAPER.)

Br W. DOUGLAS SIMPSON, M.A., D.LITT., F.S.A.ScoT.

I. INTRODUCTORY.
The ancient Province of Mar comprised the district between the

rivers Dee and Don, with the upper and middle basins of both these
streams,1 including the north bank of the Don as far eastward as the
western boundary of the parish of Inverurie, and the south bank of
the Dee down to the Water of Feugh.2 In upper Deeside the water-
shed of the Tanner and the Esk divided Mar from Angus;3 in middle
Deeside, from very early times the parish of Banchory-Ternan, bounded
westward by the Water of Canny and to the east by the parish of
Drumoak, formed a broad salient of Mearns on the north bank of the
river. In upper Donside, where a sweep of open country extends
northward from Kildrummy into "fair Strathbogie land," the march
separating Mar from Strathbogie appears to have been usually, and
finally, drawn on the parochial boundary between Clova and Auchin-
doir, but in certain early writs Auchindoir is included in the parish of
Kildrummy. Further east, the parishes of Kearn and Clatt, with the
strong castle of Drumminor, are variously described as belonging to
Mar and to the Garioch, but seem more frequently to have been
counted in the latter.4 In this connection the name Marchmar, borne
by a farm on the western underslope of Badingair Hill, in the now
combined parish of Auchindoir and Kearn, appears to be suggestive.6
One old authority, however, tells us specifically how it was considered
by some that the Garioch "was bounded to the west by the small
burn that runs hard by Castle Forbes [Drumminor], making Castle

1 " Marrice pars inferior, quce oceano propinquior, Dona et Dea fluminibus coercetur; in
superioribus, extra ilia exspatiatur, longitudine insignis, latitudine impar"—Robert Gordon
of Straloch, Prcefecturarum Aberdonensis et Banflensis Nova Descriptio (A.D. 1654), in Collec-
tions on the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, p. 24. "'Tis bounded at first with rivers (Dee and
Don) for about fifteen miles upward, and after that with mountains "—" View of the Diocese of
Aberdeen," by A. Keith (1732), ibid., p. 83.

J "Hie primum Marria Deam limitein trahet"—Gordon, op. cit., p. 25.
3 " Post hanc, Tanerus amnis Deam subit, ortus e iugis tnontium qui Angusice et Marrice

limites faciunt" —ibid., p. 25.
4 Hie loci Mcvrria, catenam montium supergressa, parochiam Clet, arcemque Drimminnor,

cum latifundiis Baronis Parliamentarii de Forbes, subtrahere videtur Gariochice et Strath-
Bogice-—ibid., p. 27.

5 See A. Jervise, Epitaphs and Inscriptions from Old Burial Grounds and Old Buildings
in the North-East of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 211.
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Forbes and all above it a part of Marr, and not of the Garioch."1

The sea-coast of Mar was limited to the two miles of sandy beach
between the mouths of the Dee and the Don,2 containing the royal
burgh of Aberdeen, with its castle and harbour—"bone chastelle et bone
ville sur la meer,"s as it is described in Edward Ist's itinerary of 1296.
Mar, says one old writer, " is reckoned the chief district in all Aberdeen-
shire, both as it is the largest, as it contains the seat both of the
ecclesiastic and civil judge, and as the people in it are reckoned the
most ingenious, excelling both in arts and arms. Hence it is said by
one of our poets (John Barclay):

' Marria sic amata Musis'
' Mar by all the Muses loved';

and again in a common rhyme:

'The brave bowmen of Mar.'

And on these accounts it is that even the whole shire is sometimes
called the shire of Mar."4

The dimensions of the Province are thus given: " It is reckoned
sixty miles long, though inhabited but about forty miles upwards; and
in the lower parts, while it is bounded with the two rivers, eight, in
the upper parts almost sixteen broad."5 This enormous area of country
was administratively divided in medieval times into five great lord-
ships, each with its capital messuage. The Lordship of Braemar included
the Dee valley west of the Gairn, and its capital messuage was the
important castle of Kindrochit. The Lordship of Cromar0 comprised
the remarkable basin of flat country, known as the Howe of Cromar,

1 "Description of the Garioch," by Mr Gordon, Minister at Alford, 1724, and Mr William
Robertson, in Macfarlane's Geographical Collections, ed. Sir A. Mitchell, vol. i. p. 12.

2 "Marr, lying bet ween the rivers Dee and Don, hath about two miles of sea-coast"—"Descrip-
tion of Aberdeenshire," by Sir Samuel Forbes of Foveran, Collections on the Shires of Aberdeen
and Banff, p. 34.

2 Historical Documents Relating to Scotland, ed. J. Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 29.
4 " View of the Diocese of Aberdeen" in Collections, ut supra, pp. 81-2. The poem quoted is

by William Barclay, M.D. (circa 1570-circo. 1630), not by John Barclay.
5 Ibid., pp. 83-4.
8 Mr F. C. Diack, M.A., Aberdeen, has kindly supplied the following note on the name Cromar.

"The Gaelic original of English 'Cromar' is still available in living speech in Braemar and
Strathspey, the form I heard being Cro-Mharr, literally '(sheep) fold of Mar.' The point of
applying ' sheepfold' in a metaphorical way to the district is readily apparent; the reference is to
the resemblance which the area, a more or less level plain almost entirely surrounded by hills,
bears to the object. A similar case is the Cro of Kintail in West Boss. Mar itself is in Gaelic
Marr, often written and pronounced Marr; the long vowel however is not original, but is due to
the long liquid. In Braemar and Strathspey the pronunciation with short vowel and long liquid
is heard. The origin of the word is obscure ; presumably it is a tribal name, and, in view of the
genitive Mair in the Annals of Ulster, 1014, originally a divinity name. The stem mar—, ' last,
endure,' is to be thought of."
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centering on Tarland and Migvie: it also extended across the Morven-
Culblean ridge as far as Glengairn.1 Its capital messuage was Migvie
Castle. The Lordship of Midmar was rather more vaguely defined, but
included the district between the Don and the Dee in their middle
courses, around Skene and Echt and behind the Hill of Fare, with its
capital messuage at Midmar Castle. In the Lordship of Strathdon was
included upper Donside west of the Den of Kildrummy; its capital
messuage was the Doune of Invernochty. The Lordship of Strathdee,
based on Aboyne Castle, was formed by the upper middle reach of the
Dee, east of Braemar and south of Cromar. All these five pivotal
castles, together with the main castle of the Earldom at Kildrummy,
are known to have been in existence in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries.

In early Celtic times Mar formed one of the Seven Provinces of
Alba;2 and its Mormaeors are on record from 1014, in which year
Domnall, son of Emhin, son of Cainnech, Mormaeor of Mar, fell at the
battle of Clontarf.3 In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries these
Mormaeors appear to have cordially espoused the Normanising policy
carried out in Church and State with such prevision, vigour, tenacity,
and fruitful success by the powerful and large-minded kings of the
House of Canmore: and, in so far as we can judge, the process of
converting the ancient Province of Mar into a feudal earldom, with all
that this involved in local administrative and ecclesiastical readjust-
ments, was accomplished, if not altogether smoothly, yet without any
fierce or sustained resistance on the part of the Celtic inhabitants.
The sole documentary hint of trouble which has reached us appears to
be a note by Hector Boece to the effect that Gilbert de Sterling, Bishop
of Aberdeen from 1228 to 1239, had to recover Birse and Clova from
" wicked Highlanders"; and that a later bishop, Richard Poiton or de
Pottocht (1256-70), had similar trouble with the " Highlanders of Cloueth
and Murthlac."4 Here we may guess that the special cause of irritation
lay in the status of the ancient Celtic monasteries of Mortlach and
Clova, founded in the sixth century by St Moluag from Lismore. By
the year 1150 the monastery of Mortlach had been suppressed, and its
property applied for the use of the newly established see of Aberdeen.5
Early in the next century the subordinate monastery of Clova also

1 "Post Gardini amnis ostia tractus est Cromarr dictus"—Gordon, ut supra, p. 25. Cf. Sir
Robert Douglas, Baronage of Scotland, 1798, p. 555: " Culblein, which hill is the boundary, and
divides Cromar from Braemair."

2 See W. P. Skene, Celtic Scotland, bk. iii. chap. 2.
3 Annals of Ulster, ed. W. M. Henessy, vol. i. pp. 534-5.
4 Hectoris Boetii Murthilacensium et Aberdonensium Episcoporum Vita, ed. J. Moir,

pp. 11, 14*
5 Registrum Episcopatus Aberdonensis, vol. i. p. xix.
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appears to have been suppressed, and its revenues doubtless were made
available to organise a parish of Clova, the church of which was dedi-
cated to St Luke, probably chosen deliberately because of the resemblance
of his name to that of Mo-luag, particularly when the honorific prefix is
omitted—the form which is Latinised as Luanus or Lugadius. It would
seem, that the inhabitants of Mortlach and Clova resented these changes:
certain it is that at the latter place they resisted all efforts to obliterate
the memory of their ancient patron, and right down into the eighteenth
century they and " all the northern Parishes " frequented " Sommiluaks
Chappel," and drew near with veneration to " Simmerluaks Well."1

At Kildrummy Castle itself there is, as I pointed out last year,2
some evidence that the ditch outside was dug before the stone curtain
walls and towers were begun. Such a procedure may well have been
due, as I suggested then, to the immediate need of securing a defensive
enclosure for the workmen and materials; and this may perhaps be
taken as another hint of local opposition. But on a broad view it
seems clear that Mar under its Mormaeors, henceforward to be styled
Earls, aligned itself, quickly and easily enough, with the new regime;
and took its position as the northern bastion of royal power against
the implacably hostile Pictish Province of Moravia—the district beyond
the Spey whose strident discord was to form a main preoccupation of
Scottish monarchs, from the reign of Malcolm I. onwards,3 until decisive
measures for its reduction (leading incidentally to the building of the
present castle of Kildrummy) were taken by Bishop Gilbert de Moravia
on behalf of King Alexander II. The building of Kildrummy Castle,
in my opinion, is not so much the opening of a chapter of history as
the culminating point in a long period of previous historical develop-
ment, of which the great fortress itself is at once the outcome and
the climax.4 And what is true of the capital messuage is true also of
the lesser strongholds in the Earldom: for it is in the peculiar stra-
tegic position of Mar, straddling the approaches from Strathmore into
the hostile district of Moravia, that I believe we must seek the key to
the distribution of its early castles which f6rm the subject of this paper.

Topographically considered, the infeudation of Mar wears a three-
fold aspect. First of all there was the subdivision of the Province
into parishes, each served by a parochial church sustained by tithes.

1 See my paper on " A Forgotten Aberdeenshire Monastery" in Aberdeen University Review,
March 1922.

2 Proceedings, vol. Ixii. pp. 45-6.
3 It is recorded of this king (943-54) that he " invaded Moravia and slew Cellach"—Chronicles

of the Picts and Scots, ed. W. F. Skene, p. 10. This would appear to be the first recorded
instance of the High King interfering with decision in Moravia. Eventually the "Men of
Moray" killed him by treachery at Blervie—ibid,, p. 151.

1 See a discussion of this whole question in Proceedings, vol. Ixii. pp. 36-42.
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Secondly, there was the foundation of monastic houses, of which one
only (Monymusk) was ever established in the Province. Thirdly, there
was the planting of feudal castles, each the caput of its fief; and in
some cases—as at Migvie, Lumphanan, the earlier site at Kildrummy,
and Midmar—closely associated with the parish church. All these
processes were fully operative during the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, and their interactions can be studied in the charters. Thus
the Augustinian Priory of Monymusk was founded by Gilchrist, Earl of
Mar, about 1200, and was endowed with the revenues of five inipropriated
parish churches.1 Others of the newly formed parishes were impropriated
to monastic foundations outwith the boundaries of Mar. Tar land, for
example, was thus made over by Earl Morgund to the canons of
St Andrews.2 In one case a parish—Logie—originally gifted to Mony-
musk Priory, was subsequently bestowed upon the Cathedral Church
of Aberdeen, the priory being compensated by the revenues of the
parish of Kindrochit in Braemar.8 Of ecclesiastical remains belonging
to this period—apart from the chapel at Kildrummy Castle—there still
exists the ancient and much hashed-about parish church of Monymusk,
in a good late Norman style; and one or two possibly First Pointed
details in the parish church of Dyce. Fragments of the same period
have been recovered from the site of the ancient church at Clova; and,
just beyond the usual boundary of Mar, a Transitional doorway of
exceeding richness, and other First Pointed details, have survived in
the old church of Auchindoir (fig. 1). The detail in the churches of
Tullich4 and Kincardine O'Neil does not appear to me to be older than
the fourteenth century: the former seems late in the century, the latter
near its beginning.

A feature in the process of Normanisation, considered on its ecclesi-
astical side, is its continuity. It is clear that no violent and irritating
break with previous arrangements was contemplated by the guiding
brains in Church and State. Thus at first the episcopal seat of the
diocese was fixed at Mortlach, the most important old Celtic monastic
centre between the Dee and 'the Spey, a foundation of St Moluag. So
also the new parish of Clova was formed out of the patrimony of
St Moluag's monastery there. Again, the Priory of Monymusk represented
not a new establishment, but merely the transformation, more or less
brusque, of an ancient College of Keledei. To this day in the Province

1 See my paper in Proceedings, vol. lix. pp. 34 -̂71.
2 Antiquities of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. pp. 14-18.
3 Registrum Prioratus Sancti Andreae, p. 367; Registrum Episcopatus Aberdonensis, vol. i.

p. 16.
1 See my paper on this church in The Deeside Field, 1922, pp. 16-18. The door, .with the early

symbol stoned now assembled around it, is shown in Proceedings, vol. xlv. p. 351.
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the face of the country yields abundant proof that the parochial places
of worship were again and again planted on spots sacred to the old
Celtic Church. Very often, as at Dalmaik (Drumoak), Dyce, Midmar
Tarland, and Tullich, the name of the Celtic founder was preserved in
the medieval dedication; or, as at Clova, and at Lumphanan—where

[Photo W. Norrie.
Fig. 1. Transitional Doorway, Auchindoir Church.

a,n effort was made to transform St Finan into St Vincent—it resisted
every scheme to supplant it. Very often, too, as at Dyce, Tullich, and
many other places, visible monuments of the primitive Church survive
in the early Christian Pictish sculptured stones still to be found in the
medieval graveyards. There is a good deal of evidence that a similar
continuity was preserved in the case of the castles. Kindrochit Castle,
for example, the headquarters of the Lordship of Braemar, occupies a
site of great strategical and tactical importance, which is noticed as
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such so far back as the reign of Angus I. Macfergus (729-62).1 At
Kildrummy itself the early motte castle, with the parish church closely
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Pig. 2. Map of Kildrummy.

adjoining, stands in the midst of a very ancient centre of population;2

and the church still bears its Celtic invocation of St Bride. At Kintore,
1 Proceedings, vol. Ivii. pp. 86-7.
2 I am glad to obtain so early an opportunity of correcting an error in my account and map

(published in last year's Proceedings, pp. 40-1) of the moWe-castle site near Kildrummy Church.
I then described, in quite correct terms, the position, about half a mile south of the church, which
is known as Castlehillock among older residents in Kildrummy—a well-marked mound whose
profile, despite long-continued ploughing, still retains so distinctly motte-like an outline as seen
from across the Don at Westside. But both in last year's paper, and in my book on Kildrummy
Castle, published in 1923, I have unaccountably confused this Castlehillock, which is on Nether
Kildrummy, with the site marked Gallowshillock in the 6-inch O.S. Map, ed. 1870(Aberdeenshire,
Sheet 61), which is about 300 yards further south, and on Milltown of Kildrummy. The revised
sketch-map submitted herewith (fig. 2) will make the whole position clear : and I now also add a
drawing (fig. 3) taken from near Westside, which shows the ancient church on its mound to the
right, and the well-defined Castlehillock in the centre ; while to the left is seen Gallowshillock afc
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church and castle stood side by side, the castle motte having been piled
on top of a prehistoric stone circle, while in the churchyard some
early sculptured symbol-stones still remain.1 Just beyond the limit of
Mar an even more striking example of this continuity, extending from
remote prehistoric times, exists at the Bass of Inverurie, the headquarters
of the adjoining and associated Earldom of the Garioch. I have elsewhere
discussed this important example.2

Milltown. It lies immediately south of Milltown steading, and overhangs on the right side of the
road to Knowehead, which here closely hugs the left bank of the Don. The Milltown Gallows-
hillock is a morainic mass, densely covered with broom and shrubbery: it has never been cultivated,
and bears no hint of artificiality in outline, or anything in any way distinctive about its appearance.

SOUTH NORTH

FICKLIE

CALLOWSHILLOCK CfcSTUKHIl-uOCK MUlft-S OP Kll_DRUIA/-V<
BEHIIMD

THE, A N C I E N T SITES IN
THE PARISH OF
-VIEW LOOKING- FRor\ ABOVE AND TO THE

NORTH OF

Fig. 3. View of the Kildrummv Basin, looking west.

The name applied to it on the earlier addition of the O.S. Map has been changed to Bogneish-
hillock in the revised issue (1902): but it is amply warranted, as I have ascertained by inquiry locally.
Mr John Kobertson in Malt Croft, who is perfectly familiar with the name Castlehillock as applied
to the site at Nether Kildrummy, also knows the Milltown site under the name of Gallowshillock.
Mr William Watt in Drumnahive is familiar with Castlehillock and also with both Gallowshillocks,
that at Milltown and that at Templeton (the position of the latter is seen to the right in fig. 3).
Both these informants have a long life-time's residence in Kildrummy behind their authority. The
O.S. -terminology in the earlier edition must therefore be regarded as vindicated, and we have the
suggestive fact that there are two Gallowshillocks in Kildrummy. Even for Michael Dunbar's
parish the allowance, seems liberal! Probably the Milltown site, in close proximity to the early
motte castle, was the original one; and after the abandonment of the motte the gibbet was trans-
ferred to the more central site at Templeton.

1 The Castle hill of Kintore appears to have been in substance, a natural mound upon which had
been erected a stone circle, and in which were numerous prehistoric interments. The stone circle
was overthrown and the hill heightened about 10 feet to make a motte. The entire hill was
removed when the railway line was built in 1854. See A. Watt, The Early History of Kintore,
pp. 140-3.

2 " The Bass of Inverurie and its Embedded History," Scottish Notes and Queries, March 1924.
In addition to the relics of prehistoric ages therein described, there has recently been dug up, in
the churchyard which encloses the Bass, a very fine perforated adze-hammer of a Bronze-Age
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1. THE MEDIEVAL TOPOQEAPMY OF AOCWlNDOItJ.
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Pig. 4. Maps illustrating the early Topography of Auchindoir and Midmar.

type. It is in greenish-grey clay-slate, and is oval in shape, with somewhat squared ends,
both of which have been damaged. The length is 5| inches; greatest breadth, If inch; greatest
thickness, 1̂ , inch. The hole, set transversely to the cutting edge, is ̂  inch in diameter. The
implement is now preserved in the Inverurie Museum.
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Specially interesting and symptomatic in this respect is the topo-
graphy of the parish of Midmar (fig. 4). The early religious centre here
was a stone circle, in the position now occupied by the present parish
church, on the north side of the picturesque hollow through which the
turnpike road now winds. During the Norman penetration in the
twelfth or thirteenth century Midmar was organised as a parish, and
its church was built in the hollow, half a mile south of the old stone
circle, and immediately to the eastward of the motte thrown up by the
new Norman or Normanised lord of the manor. Amid these changes the
underlying continuity with past ages is shown by the fact that the
medieval church still bore the name of the early Britonic saint who first
preached the Gospel in these parts : St Nidan, a member—it would seem
—of St Kentigern's mission from Glasgow to the Picts beyond the
Mounth in the latter half of the sixth century.1 Towards the end
of the sixteenth century the association of church and castle was
severed from the lay side. The old timbered motte was now abandoned
—if, indeed, it had not previously fallen into disuse; and a new stone
castle was erected, within a mile to the south, on the under-slopes of
the Hill of Fare. Lastly, in 1787, the old church also was given up and
.a new one built—returning, by a curious chance, to the earliest religious
centre in the parish, for the present church stands on the very site of the
ancient stone circle, which apparently was plundered to afford material
for its building.2 Thus the medieval church and castle, both deserted,
stand side by side in the hollow, while the later castellated mansion and
the modern church have sought the higher slopes on either hand.

Exactly similar phenomena, in an even more complete fashion, are
displayed on the northern border of Mar, in the parish of Auchindoir
(fig. 4). Here we have the motte of the early Norman castle—the castrum
Auchindorice of Hector Boece—standing close beside the ruined Transi-
tional parish church, on a commanding position overlooking the Burn
of Craig, in the Den of which, beneath the motte, the old rectangular
baronial doocat still remains, now in a sadly decayed condition. As at
Midmar, the early association of church and castle here has been
severed on both sides. The later and still inhabited castle of Craig,
—which dates from 1548, occupies a site about a mile farther up the Den;
while the old church was abandoned and the present building erected
to the north of it in the year 1811.3

1 See my Origins of Christianity in Aberdeenshire, pp. 23-4.
2 F. K. Coles in Proceedings, vol. xxxiv. pp. 179-80; Bishop G. F. Browne, Antiquities in the

Neighbourhood of Dunecht, pp. 60-3.
3 I hope on a future occasion to deal more fully with the medieval archaeology of Craig—a most

interesting area, which has the further distinction of having yielded the only restorable Neolithic
urn so far recorded from Aberdeenshire. See Mr Callander's paper in this volume, p. 59.
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In the realm of administration similar evidence of continuity can be
traced. Here institutional survivals from pre-Norman times are met
with until late into the Middle Ages. For example, we have the three
Thanages of Aberdeen, Kintore, and Aboyne, together with a fourth,
Onele, of which more hereafter. The most recent view is that such
thanages—which were akin to the later baronies, are always associated
with a place, not a district, and seem in all cases to depend administra-
tively upon a fortified centre—are relics of an English or pre-Norman
stage of incipient feudalisation. Such a theory, however, would seem a
trifle hard of acceptance in regard to places so remote, and so thoroughly
within the Celtic area, as are Aboyne and Kincardine O'Neil. But it
seems on the whole fairly clear that the old view, equating the thane
with the Celtic toshach, can scarcely be sustained: in spite of the fact
that in one or two early documents such an identification is actually
made.1 The toshach or toshachdera is definitely a Celtic survival: he is
usually expressed as "coroner," and occasionally translated sergeant in
early writs. So in 1410 we have the smith and sergeant, fabrisdera and
tosachdera, of the demesne lands of Davachindore (Auchindoir).2 The
toschederach or toyseachderach of Mar is on record as late as 1453-4.3
Another Celtic officer who survived until this late period was the Maeor.
or Mair.* He appears to have been the early royal representative
within the Province, a kind of pre-feudal sheriff in fact: after the
establishment of sheriffdoms he degenerated into a subordinate execu-
tive officer of the sheriff, and finally sank to become merely a suitor
of court.6

While these various processes of feudalism within the Earldom of
Mar were in full swing, the unity of the Earldom was successfully
challenged from without. Shortly.before 1228, the position of Duncan,
Earl of Mar, was contested by Thomas de Lundin, the Durward of
Scotland, in right of his mother, a daughter of Orabila, Countess of
Mar, and her first husband, Earl Gilchrist. At or before this time the
succession in the Earldom is very obscure, and two rival sets of Earls may
be traced in the records, sometimes simultaneously. This would appear
to be an instance of the phenomenon, familiar otherwise in Pictland, of
the heads of two houses or families supplying alternatively a ruling
chief to the Province; and of each house endeavouring, as occasion

1 See on the whole subject Dr W. L. Dickinson, The Sheriff Court Book of Fife, pp. 375-8.
2 Ant. Aberdeen and Banff, vol. iv. p. 453.
3 Excliequer Rolls of Scotland, vol. v. pp. 601, 658.
4 Ibid., pp. 59, 599, 600, 657.
5 Dickinson, op. cit., Introduction, pp. Ixii-lxvi. In the records of the Kincardineshire

Sheriff Courts the mair appears as late as 1691: see J. B. Burnett, The Kirks of Cowie and
fetteresso, pp. 31, 35.. .
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offered, to make good an exclusive right. Apparently out of such
troublous conditions arose the Durward claim;: it was settled, in or
about 1228, by a compromise, as a result of which Thomas the Durward
obtained a generous slice of the Earldom of Mar, including the southern
half of Cromar, and stretching down the Dee valley as far as Invercanny,2
and northward into Donside at Alford.3 To secure their grip on these
extensive territories the Durwards appear to have constructed two
strong castles: a great central stone fortress at Coull, and a motte on
a large scale to guard their eastern flank at Lumphanan. The ancient
Thanage of Onele was absorbed in this new lordship of the Durwards,
which thereafter is spoken of as the Barony of Onele. After the
extinction of the Durwards, about the year 1275, the barony reverted to
the Crown, and throughout its subsequent history it seems to have
been kept distinct from the Earldom of Mar.

By the early castles of Mar, for the purposes of this paper, are
understood those castles which were already in existence at the open-
ing of the fifteenth century. This dividing line has been chosen for
sufficient reasons. In the first place, in 1374 the male line of the old
Celtic Mormaeors failed; and after the death (about 1407) of Isabella,
Countess of Mar in her own right, certain questionable transactions
were set afoot by her husband, Sir Alexander Stewart, with a view to
the perpetuation of the Earldom in favour of a natural son of his own,
but having the unexpected result, on Sir Alexander's death (1435), that
the Earldom was annexed by the Crown.4 Thereafter to a very con-
siderable extent it was broken up, numerous portions being granted
out to vassels, each of whom established himself in a castle or fortified
house on his new estate. It is largely owing to this process of sub-
division, continued throughout the fifteeenth and sixteenth centuries,
that the district of Mar to-day is one of the richest in minor castellated
ruins to be found anywhere in Scotland. These later castles form an
exceedingly interesting group from all points of view, but they do not
fall within our present survey. From an archa3ological standpoint, the
beginning of the fifteenth century affords an equally convenient halt-
ing place. The long struggle with the Plantagenets exerted a profound
influence on the art of castle building in Scotland. The old timbered
mattes, like those of Invernochty and Lumphanan, for the most part
fell into disuse, or at all events new ones ceased to be constructed.
Equally the great stone castles of enceinte, such as Kildrummy and'

1 See letter by the Hon. B. Erskine of Marr in Aberdeen Press and Journal, 27th February 1924.
" For the boundary here see my On Certain Saints and Professor Watson, p. 11.
3 For the whole circumstances see my paper on " The Excavation of Coull Castle," in

Proceedings, vol. Iviii. pp. 47-8; also C. Innes, The Thanes of Cawdor, Preface, pp. 1, 2.
4 See my The Castle of Kildrummy, pp. 203-14.

VOL. LXIII. 8



114 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, DECEMBER 10, 1928.

Coull, pass out of the realm of current design; and the rectangular
tower-house, of which our district shows two very early specimens in
Drum and Hallforest, and one example on a grand scale at Kindrochit,
becomes the normal type of fortified dwelling. With the fifteenth
century also, as Mr Mackay Mackenzie has recently shown us,1 appears
a new type of castle, the " palace plan"; and at Kindrochit probably
the earliest authenticated example of this class of building is preserved
alongside of the powerful tower-house later introduced on its flank.2
Thus, alike on the historical and the archaeological side, the beginning
of the fifteenth century appears to provide a suitable terminus ad quern
for our study.

II. GEOGRAPHICAL, SURVEY,
I may perhaps be allowed to commence this section by reproducing

certain sentences which I have written elsewhere with regard to the
historical influence of the permanent features in Scottish topography.3

"Throughout its history two dominating features have asserted their
influence in determining the course alike of military, political, and ecclesi-
astical events. The first and by far the more important of these features
is the great mountain backbone known as Drumalban, the Dorswm Britannia;
of Adamnan and other early writers—the central watershed of Alba, running
northwards from Ben Lomond to Ben Hope. All through the past of Scotland,
from remotest prehistoric times, this majestic barrier of splintered ben and
wine-dark moorland has been a dividing line no less cultural than political.
The second dominant feature is the transverse line known as the Mounth,
the upland ridge flanking the southern bank of the Dee, between Girdleness
and Lochnagar (properly called the White Mounth). Although its influence
on medieval strategy and local administrative arrangements was considerable,
the Mounth seems never to have been a political and still less a cultural
barrier of major importance at any period in Scottish history.4 It is often
stated to have formed the boundary line between the northern and the
southern Picts, but this is quite an unwarranted inference ; and in any case
it is more than doubtful whether the division into northern and southern
Picts, as used by Bede, connoted anything more than a convenient geo-

1 The Medieval Castle in Scotland, chap. v.
2 See my paper in The Antiquaries' Journal, January 1928, pp. 69-75.
3 The Historical Saint Columba, 2nd ed., pp. xv-xvii. I have made some slight verbal

improvements.
* Under the political arrangements of William the Lion, no account was taken of the Mounth ;

the districts on both sides of it were lumped together as one administrative area bounded by the
Forth, the Spey, and Drumalban, and contrasted with Moravia, Eoss, Katanes, Ergadia, and
Kintyre—Act. Parl. Scot., vol. i. p. 50. The first positive indication of the Mounth as forming
anything more than a geographical line seems to occur in 1305, when under the organisation of
Edward I. we find that in the lands beyond the Scotswater (Firth of Forth) two justices are
appointed for the district " between the river of Forth and the Mounth," and two justices for the
district "beyond the Mounth"—ibid., p. 120. (A late instance of the Scots water serving as an
administrative boundary is seen in the plan propounded by the Committee of Estates for
"encantoning the country" in the summer of 1640, at the outbreak of the Second Bishops' War.
See Napier, Life of Montrose, vol. i. pp. 255-6.)
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graphical expression. No clear evidence of a political division along any such
line can be found in the later period of Pictish history.1 At all events, the
reason for the comparative unimportance of the Mounth barrier is apparent
on a glance at the map. While its west end is securely buttressed by the
great central massif of Drumalban, its eastern termination on the North Sea
lies open, and is capable of being turned from the central Scottish plain via
Strathmore and the Cairnamounth, Cryne Corse Mounth, Blsick Mounth, and
Cowie Mounth passes. Along these lines, accordingly, the northern districts
of Scotland have always been pierced by invading armies, from Roman times
onward. ° The approach to the central plain is easier and quicker from the
west, from Carlisle (the Roman Luguvallium) via Annandale and Clydesdale;
or from the centre by Melrose (Trimontium, the fort at Newstead) and
Lauderdale to Channelkirk and Inveresk ; than from the east over the long
bleak inhospitable Northumbrian moors. Both the western and the central
routes were used by Agricola in his various campaigns (A.D. 80-4); but the
central route was the more in favour of the two, and it .was only in the
Antonine period, after the building of the northern wall (A.D. 143) that the
Annandale and Clydesdale highway was occupied in force, and became of
great importance as the approach to the western end of the wall. In 208-11,
the Emperor Severus adopted the eastward access, but outflanked the North-
umbrian moorlands by disembarking his troops at Cramond. By whatever
route the central plain was reached, the advance thereafter, by the gap of
Stirling, Perth, the valley of the Isla, and Strathmore, was straightforward
and relatively unimpeded. It is marked to this day by the line of Roman
entrenched posts through Strathmore, at Ardoch, Strageath, Inchtuthil, and
Raedykes, turning the Mounth at Normandykes in the valley of the lower
Dee, and so on to Glenmaillen in Auchterless, the most northerly identified
camp of the legionaries."

So far as I am aware, the first person to make any systematic study
of the Mounth passes, with special reference to the geographical con-
ditions governing the access from Strathmore into Mar, was the late
Mr J. Crabb Watt, K.C., in his book, The Mearns of Old? More recently,
the whole subject has been exhaustively discussed and illuminated by
Mr G. M. Fraser in his invaluable work on The Old Deeside Road? Only
the briefest enumeration and treatment are therefore necessary here
(see Map, fig. 14, at end).

Reckoning from the west eastward, there were nine major crossings
over the Mounth: (1) the Cairnwell Pass, from Glenshee to Braemar;
(2) the Tolmounth, from Glenclova to Glencallater; (3) the Capel Mounth,
from Clova to Glenmuick; (4) the Fir Mounth, from Tarfside at the
head of Glen Esk to Glen Tanner; (5) the Forest of Birse Mounth,
from Tarfside to Aboyne; (6) the Cairnamounth, from Fettercairn to

1 In 782 the Ulster Annals have this entry: Dubhtolargg rex Pictorum citra Monoth periit,
which is rendered by Skene (Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 302): "the death of Dubhtolargg, king of
the Transmontane Picts." But surely the translation is: "Dubhtolargg, King of the Picts, was
slain beyond the Mounth " : presumably in an expedition into Mar or Moravia.

2 Pp. 154-6.
3 Chaps, vi. and vii. There is also a useful summary in The Cairngorms, by H. Alexander,

pp. 31-5, etc.
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Kincardine O'Neil; (7) the Cryne Corse Mounth, from Glenbervie to
Durris; (8) the Elsick Mounth, from Netherley to Culter; and (9) the
Cowie Mounth, along the coast from Stonehaven to Aberdeen.

The positions of the early castles in the Dee valley may be demon-
strated, in the most conclusive manner, to have been selected so as to
control the debouchures of these various passes.

Thus at the very head of the valley we find the important and
powerful castle of Kindrochit in Mar, a favourite summer residence of
Robert II. Its position, viewed in regard to the river basin, is a
complete and meaningless cul-de-sac: but considered in relation to the
Mounth passes, its significance becomes immediately apparent.1 I have
already fully discussed the strategic position of this castle in our
Proceedings,2 and I content myself here with reproducing the map
(fig. 5), which clearly brings out its relation to the Cairnwell and Tol-
mounth passes, and to the crossing of the Dee. There is charter
evidence that the Cairnwell pass was used by Robert II. on his journeys
to the castle.3 It was a well-known route throughout the Middle Ages,
and was used by Montrose in June 1645, on his march from Glenshee to
Corgarff Castle, before the opening of the Alford campaign.4 After his
disaster at Philiphaugh, Montrose crossed the Mounth from Comrie (2nd
October 1645) to Drimminor (7th), the evidence indicating that he had
probably marched by the Cairnwell. On the 23rd of the same month he
again used this pass in the opposite direction.5 In June 1690 General
Mackay, coming from Perth by the western route up Strathardle (23rd
June), crossed the Cairnwell to Braemar (24th), and thence marched
by Strathdon and Strathavon into the valley of the Spey.6

The Capel Mounth road appears to have crossed the Dee by a
bridge near Invermuick;7 it was a well-known route in early times,
and is shown in the fourteenth-century map which I reproduced in
last year's Proceedings^ The Capel Mounth pass was twice used by

1 See my remarks on this subject in Proceedings, vol. Ixii. p. 37, note 5.
2 Vol. Ivii. pp. 82-8.
3 Charter granted at " Glenshee," 27th June 1376, Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1306-1424, No. 575.
4 Wishart, Deeds of Montrose, ed. Murdoch and Simpson, p. 106.
5 Ibid., p. 150, note 2.
6 Mackay, Memoirs of the Scots War, pp. 327-9.
7 The evidence for a possible medieval bridge at Invermuick rests upon a footnote by Dr

George Grub in Antiquities of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. p. 398 (published in
1847). Mentioning the early bridges at Aberdeen (the precursor of Bishop Dunbar's bridge now
extant) and Kincardine O'Neil (see infra, p. 119), he proceeds: "The remains of a third bridge
over the same river, probably of the same age, were lately brought to light near the mouth of
Glenmuick." This statement was accepted by Cosmo Innes and Patrick Chalmers (Registrum
Vetus de Aberbrothoc, Preface, p. xxviii), but I have not been able to find any other account
of the discovery of early bridge remains at Invermuick.

' Proceedings, vol. Ixii. p. 38. For the military use of the Capel Mounth pass during the
Forty-Five, see Fraser, op. cit., p. 87, footnote.



THE EARLY CASTLES OF MAR. 117

Montrose during his annus mirabilis: in April 1645, when he marched
from Atholl into Glenmuick and Strathdee; and in the reverse direc-
tion after his defeat of Hurry at Auldearn (9th May 1645).1 In the
campaign of 1689 it was used by General Cannon, marching from Clova
to the neighbourhood of Abergeldie.2

The Fir Mounth and Forest of Birse Mounth passes converged on

Fig. 5. Map illustrating the strategic position of Kindrochit Castle.

othe river at the important ford of Dinnet and the ferry at Bontie, near
Aboyne, where there was a royal castle from the days of Alexander
II. onwards.3 Previous to and during the Wars of Independence,

1 Wishart, op. cit., pp. 98, 105.
2 Mackay, Memoirs of the Scots War, p. 65.
3 "The roads on both sides of the Dee converging upon Aboyne led to the ferry at Bontie,

probably the one most used for the traffic over the Grampians from the rich lands of Moray-
shire Banffshire, and Aberdeenshire to the southern portions of Scotland; three important
highways near the Mouuth through Kincardineshire and Forfarshire pointed northward to
Aboyne and in some states of the Dee it would only here have been possible, during this early


