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(Gooder 2007: 51), while bone was recovered
in very small quantities and only identifiable in
one incidence as seal. The significant quantity
of lithics reflected a narrow blade industry
and coarse stone implements, mainly bevelled
pebbles, were also recovered (Gooder 2007:
52).

At the site of Fife Ness, at the eastern limit
of the Forth estuary, remains characterised
by an arc of pits with a central hearth were
identified. Charred hazelnut shells provided
a range of radiocarbon dates indicating the
site was occupied between 7600 and 7400 cal
BC (Wickham-Jones & Dalland 1998: 6). The
lithic assemblage included debitage, cores,
regular blades and flakes; all made of flint with
the dominant retouched form being crescent
microliths. A comparatively high number were
burnt. The small scale of the site and dominance
of a particular form of microliths suggested a
specialised activity site. It has been postulated
that this activity may have been the smoking of
meat and/or fish, due to the presence of a hearth
and the abundance of marine resources as well
as migratory birds in the area (Wickham-Jones
& Dalland 1998: 17).

The earliest phase of occupation at
Castlandhill occurred slightly later than Fife
Ness, at around 6800 cal BC, with subsequent
activity spanning two millennia, up to
approximately 4400 cal Bc. Later Mesolithic
activity has also been identified on several sites
in Falkirk. A barbed antler point dating to 5000
cal BC was recovered from the foreshore near
Carriden (Saville 2001), while at Inveravon a
substantial shell midden produced a range of
radiocarbon dates from around 5000 to 2300 Bc.
The 2m-high mound was located at ¢ 15m OD
(contemporary sea level) and with no apparent
hiatus of accumulation it seems to have been
used for several thousand years before finally
falling out of use; possibly as a result of the
receding shoreline (MacKie 1972). A further
shell midden found in Mumrills at 11-15m OD
was radiocarbon dated to approximately 4000
cal BC (Bailey 1992, ScARF 2012).

Structures

At Echline Fields, many of the structural
elements conform to the common suite of stake-
hole, post-hole and gulley formations that are
associated with the Mesolithic period and prove
difficult to assign function. They have been
variously interpreted as windbreaks, temporary
shelters and food smoking/drying installations.
Two structures on the site, Sunken-floored
Structure 273 and Oval Structure 519, consisted
of an enclosing ring of post-holes around
central hearths. In Oval Structure 519, the
lack of available internal space would seem to
preclude its function as a dwelling. The size and
form of both the overall structure and individual
post-holes is similar to the Mesolithic remains
identified at Fife Ness (Wickham-Jones &
Dalland, 1998), where an arc of pits surrounding
a hearth was postulated as the remains of a
structure for smoking meat or fish. The presence
of bird, fish and small mammal bones in Oval
Structure 519 adds further credence to this
interpretation of function.

In contrast, Sunken-floored Structure 273
is likely to be the remains of a sunken-floored
building with in-situ floor deposits; deviating
from the more ephemeral nature of the other
features. The structural elements comprised an
outer post ring formed of eight paired posts,
with the two largest flanking the entrance into
the structure. The posts had been set into the
ground at the edge of the living area and, based
on the sections, each pair angled inwards. To
provide structural stability it can be postulated
that they may have rested on a lintel supported
by the inner ring of post-holes. The solid build
of the structure suggests that it was roofed
with something substantial, such as wild grass
or reed thatch, bark or turf (Waddington et al
2003). The abundance of hazel derived from
small branches within internal deposits, along
with the recovery of burnt clay, also intimates
use of wattle and daub.

The Echline Fields structure adds to a group
of sites found across the UK and Ireland that
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