CONVENTICLES IN SURREY IN
(Fko3I the

MS. Returns

in

1669.

the Archiepiscopal Library at

Lambeth.)

By ALFRED RIDLEY BAX, F.SA.

RCHBISHOP GILBERT SHELDON, who

suc-

ceeded the pacific Dr. Juxon as Primate, in 1660,
ordered a return of all Conventicles throughout his
Province in 1669.
Dr. John Waddington, in his Surrcjj Congrcfjational
History^ says: "The Primate thought that the strength
of the Nonconformists was over estimated, and with
characteristic energy he caused diligent search to be
made for conventicles throughout the kingdom."
The MS. (No. 639) from which the succeeding extracts
are taken relating to Surrey, is now in the Library at

Lambeth, and contains returns from

all

parts of the

Province.
The agents were instructed to learn the places where
the congregations met, to what religious body they
belonged, their numbers, the " quality " {i.e., social
status of the people attending), and the names of their
teachers.

The reader will remark the contemptuous tone adopted
by the compiler in mentioning those who attended, and
the use of the word ''one" as applied to some of the
preachers, evidently imagining this will prove agreeable
to his employer.
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NOTES.
1 Stephen Ford, Vicar of Chipping Norton,
After
Oxfordshire.
his ejectment he continned to preach to his people, but Avas sadly
harassed, and at length some of his enemies threatened his life, so that
he was forced to fly to London, Avhere he often preached in the time of

When

liberty Avas granted, a meeting-house was erected
Lane, Cannon Street, where he Avas pastor of a Congregational Church. Here he held a catechetical lecture for young men,
at 7 o'clock on Lord's Day mornings, Avhich he afterAvards changed to
the evening.
Dr. Walker says, " It hath been reported that this Mr.
Ford had been a servant to the head of a house." Mr. M. Dewes, of
Chipping Norton, states that he pursued his studies at Oxford, but at
Avhat college doth not appear. {Noncniiformists'' Memorial, by Edmund
Calamy, D.D., edited by Samuel Palmer. 2nd Edition, Vol. Ill,

the plague.

him

for

in Miles

p. 121*.)
2 Thomas Carter, M.A., Rector of Chatham, of St. John's College,
Cambridge.
fine scholar and an excellent preacher, much esteemed
and loved by Dr. Stillingfleet, Bishop of Worcester, to his death and
often assisted by him.
They Avere contemporaries at the UniA-ersity.
Mr. Carter, when silenced, practised physic, and lived at NeAvington
(Calamy, II, p. 324.)
Butts, Avhere he died about the year 1685.

A

;

FelloAv of Balliol College, Oxford,
Bourton-on-the- Water, Gloucestershire.
Born at Great Cumberton, in Worcestershire. Forced out of his living
by some of the neighbouring gentry before the Act of Uniformity. He
had a congregation afterwards in London, and exercised his ministry
Commissioner for ejecting
there till his death, 26th January, 1678.
Scandalous Ministers author of the Gospel Neio Creature, 1658, and
other Avorks.
(Calamy, II, p. 232.)
2

Antony Palmer, M.A., sometime

admitted

1640.

Hector

of

A

;

^ Thomas Lye, M.A., of Wadham College, Oxford.
For sometime
Minister of Chard, in Somersetshire, and one of the Triers of Ministers
chosen by the parishioners of All Hallows, Lombard
in those parts
Street, to succeed Mr. Cardell, ejected by the Commissioners in 1657.
Preached two farewell sermons to his people 17th August, 1662, preDied 7th June, 1684. (Calamv,
A'iously to retiring from his cure.
Vol. I, p. 84.)
;

Nathaniel Vincent, M.A., of Magdalen College, Oxon. Admitted
University at 11 years of age and left M.A. at 18. Preached
ordained at 21,
publicly as a lecturer at PulboroAV l)efore he Avas 20
and became Rector of Langley Marsh, Bucks. After his ejectment,
came to London soon after the Fire in 1666, and preached to large
multitudes
sometimes to thousands in the ruins. His popularity
having a meetingdrew upon him the anger of the higher poAvers
place in SoutliAvark, the soldiers Avould sometimes come in the morning
and take possession of It and hinder him from preaching. He Avas a
'•'

to the

;

;

;
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son of Mr. John Vincent, and brother of Mr. Thomas Vincent Avho
was unwearied in preaching and visiting the sick during tlie great

plague of 1665.

(Calamy, Vol.

I, p.

304, &c.)

Curate of WerWilliam Carslake, of Exeter College, Oxford.
rington, Devon.
He preached about in the churches of London all
the time of the plague.
For some years pastor to a congregation near
Horsleydown, in Southwark. Inclined to melancholy. Died soon after
the Revolution.
(Calamy, Vol. II, p. 96.)
'^

^
Thomas Wadsworth, M.A., Fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge.
Born in St. Saviour's, Southwark. On the death of Mr. Moreton, he
was appointed to Rectory of NeAvington Butts, February 16th, 1652.
In his settlement here, the parishioners were divided into two parties,
and both of them, upon the vacancy, went with their petitions to Westminster, neither knowing the other's mind, and he was the person
pitched upon by both.
Here he preached constantly and taught his

people from house to house, gave Bibles to the poor, and expended
works of charity among them. Resigned the living in
August, 1660, to Mr. J. Meggs, who pretended to be the legal rector
though before he died he acknowledged his claim unjust.
Mr.
Wadsworth lectured on Saturday mornings at St. Antholin's, and for
some time on Lord's Day evenings and on Monday nights at
St. Margaret's, Fish Street
was also lecturer of vSt. John Baptist. He
was Perpetual Curate of St. Laurence Poultuey. Upon his ejection,
he preached privately to one congregation at Newington, and another
He
at Theobalds, by turns, Avithout taking any salary from either.
had afterwards a fixed congregation at Southwark, where, as his health
required him to be much in the country, Mr. Parsons Avas his assistant,
Died on
and he divided his laboTirs among the two congregations.
Sunday, 29th October, 1676, aged 46. He was author of numerous
theological works.
(Calamy, Vol. I, p. 138.)
his estate in

;

;

^ John Chester, Rector
of Wetherly, Leicestershire.
After the
Restoration, Mr. Bucknall laid claim to the living and came to take
possession of it with great violence and fury.
Mr. Chester being from
home, he demanded entrance into the parsonage-house, and the servants
denying it, he fetched a smith's sledge and broke open the door, and
not only turned them out, but thrcAv out Avhat goods he pleased into the
street, and kept the rest.
On Mr. Chester demanding them, he told
him that if he Avent to law for them he would SAvear him out of his life.

Upon this Mr. Chester removed to London, preached once CA'ery Lord's
Day for Mr. Jenkyn at Christ Church, till the Act of Uniformity took
and continued in London all the time of the plague. Mr. Baxter
speaks highly of him. He often made excursions into several parts of
Surrey, but his settled abode was in Southwark, where, in the latter
part of his life, he preached statedly at a meeting-house in GraA^el
lane near St. George's Fields.
Died at his son's house, a physician at
Guildford, in May, 1696.
(Calamy, Vol. II, p. 403.)
place,

A

^
Mr. Batho is mentioned in the Noncoiifortnists'' Memorial,
Vol. Ill, as having been Rector of Ewel, Surrey, and a Mr. Bathoe as

Vicar of Brampton, Suffolk.

(Calamy, III, pp. 303 and 256.)
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^^ Mr.
King ejected from the Rectory of Ashtead,
(Calamy, III, 300.)

Surrey.

^^ Richard Mayo, oue time Vicar of Kingston, Surrey.
He had
afterwards a large and flourishing congregation in London. Died 8th
.September, 1695.
He had two sons in the Ministry, the one a Conformist at St. Thomas', Southwark, the other a Nonconformist at
Kingston-upon-Tliames, afterwards (in part) at Hackney.
(Calamy,
Vol. Ill, p. 304.)
12 Matthew Caffyn, 1628-1714, General Baptist Minister.
Born at
Horsham, Sussex, 26th October, 1628, seventh son of Thomas Caffin,
by Elizabeth his wife Avas adopted by a neighbouring gentleman as a
companion to his son, and sent to a Kentish Grammar School and to
the University of Oxford, but expelled for the advocacy of Baptist
tenets.
Retnrning to Horsham he joined a General (i.e. Armenian)
Baptist Church there and soon became its minister, though not ceasing
Buried at Itchingfield.
to be a farmer.
(Stephen's Dictionary of
;

JVational Biog?-ap/i?/, Vol. 8.)
1^ Probably Stephen Revel, M.A., of Exeter College, Oxon., son of
Mr. Thomas Revel, of Hunsdon, in Ermingtou parish, Devonshire,
Avhere he had a good estate.
He many years surviv^ed his son, Avho
died of consinnption July, 1671, at about 40.
An excellent Greek
scholar, and a man of very pleasant temper.
One time Vicar of St.
Issy, Cornwall.
He married the daughter of Mr. John Vincent, who
was sister to Mr. Thomas and Mr. Nathaniel Vincent, so well knoAvn
His father, owing to his early decease, left his
as eminent ministers.
estate to his grandson.
(Calamy, I, p. 352.)

1^

Perhaps John James, M.A., of Alban Hall, Oxford.

Born

at

Episcopally ordained, lirst minister at
Brighthelmstone (Brighton), in co. Sussex, for about seven years, then
became Rector of Ilsley, in Berks, for abont six years, enjoying the living
till 1662.
Offered several preferments by Dr. James, Warden of All
Souls', Oxford (particularly a Canonry of Windsor), if he would conform,
but he declined. He had six children when he quitted his living, and
Avas harrassed by the FIa^c Mile Act
at length settled at Staines,
Middlesex, Avhere he continued nine years.
Came thence to London,
where he died July 1694, leaving behind him a good reputation both
for piety and learning.
(Calamy, Vol. I, p. 288.)
Bicester, in Oxfordshire, 1620.

;

Ann

A

scandalous insinuation.
The marriage of
Ann Smallpece, of NeAvdigate, Avas
celebrated at the latter place after Quaker forms, according to one
Register of the Society, on 28 2 '"° 1666, or as given in another
on 28 8'"° 1666, the difference in the months being clearly a clerical
error.
(Registers of Births, Deaths, and Marriages of the Society of
Friends, preserved at Devonshire House, Bishojisgate Street, and
Somerset Honse.)
1-^

Smallpeice.

Richard Bax, of Capel, and

.

.

I*'
Rev. George Steere, instituted Rector of NeAvdigate 20th March,
1609-10.
Admitted to Trinity College, Cambridge, June 1599.
Buried 13th January, 1662. He appears from the Parish Register to
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By hi.s will he charged nn
fictive in repuirs of the church.
estate called Blackbrooks, in Dorking, with payment of £10 a year
towards the maintenance of a young person in Trinity College for four

have been

and then another for the same period, &c. (Manning and Bray.)
pedigree of his wife, showing her marriage, is entered in the
She Avas daughter of Thomas Smallpece,
Visitation of Surrey, 1623.
of Newdegate, and granddaughter of Thomas Smallpece^ of Guilford.
(^Suri-ey Archceological Collections, Vol. XII.)

years,

The

i'^
John Wood, Eector of North Chapel, Sussex. After being cast
out here he Hved upon a small estate which he had at Westgate
(Westcott), near Dorking, in KSurrey, where he afterwards had a conHe died 1695, aged
gregation.
grave, solid, and judicious divine.
(Calamy, Vol. Ill, page 323.)
78.

A

^^ Mr. Feak.
Perhaps the noted fifth-monarchy man, Christopher
Feake, Avho began life as an independent minister. Edwards reports
that, in 1645, he Avas a preacher in London Avithout settled charge. He
preached at St. Peter's, Cornhill, St. ^lary, Woolchurch, and elscAvhere.
In January 16'i6 he obtained the sequestered A'icarage of All Saints,
Hertford.
In 1649, on the sequestration of William Jenkyn, Feake
received the Vicarage of Christ Cliurch, NcAvgate, and one of the
Soon after he gathered or
lectureships at St. Anne's, Blackfriars.
joined a Baptist church meeting at Blackfriars, and subsequently in
WarAvick Lane. He Avrote against the Quakers. Feake's preaching
became more and more virulent in its attacks on the existing Government. He Avas brought before the Council of State, deprived of his
He appears to have
preferment, and committed to Windsor Castle.
been liberated in 1655, but Avas soon sent back to Windsor. He seems
(Stephen's
to have been set at full liberty on CromAvell's death.
Dictionanj of National Biography, Vol. 18.)

