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the south end of the forest, which is
end of a large outcrop of gault clay. The existence of these mounds
has been known for many years, and a summary of earlier comments
and work in the area is contained in Alice Holt Forest by A. G. Wade
and A. W. G. Lowther, published in 1949. Kilns have been found
outside the forest, e.g. at Snailslynch, Malthouse Farm, the Six
\l.

Bells site at Farnham, Mavins and Whitmead, 2 and at Overwey. 3
The Alice Holt industry was well supplied with timber for fuel

and with water.

The area lies within easy reach of markets at
and Winchester. Known routes of communi-

Silchester, Chichester

cation in the area include the Harroway, running from east to west
along the scarp of the North Downs as far as Farnham about 5 miles
to the north-east, and the recently established road from Chichester
to Silchester 4 which passes within about 3 miles of the kiln area.
Although no Roman roads from the kiln area itself are known, the
existence of tracks connecting it with these two probable traderoutes may be inferred.
Most of the mounds are on the north-east side of a tributary valley
of the southern branch of the river Wey. A map showing the sites
of these mounds is shown in Fig. 5 (p. 35 below). The site selected
for excavation (B on this map) was one of a group upon a terrace
overlooking the valley, an area excellent from the point of view of
drainage since the natural gault clay is covered by a thin deposit
of water- worn pebbles.
1 This paper is a report on the excavations carried
out by the Alice Holt
pottery research group in September 1958, May 1959 and May 1961.
We should like to record our gratitude to the late Dr. Philip Corder for
much encouragement and advice, to the following people who visited the
site: A. J. Clark, S. S. Frere, A. W. G. Lowther, Dr. J. F. Nichols and Major
A. G. Wade to Colonel G. W. Meates who kindly commented on some of the
pottery shown to him, and to the Forestry Commission for permission to dig
in the forest.
2
Sy.A.S., Prehist. Farnh., 218.
:

3
*

Sy.A.C, LI, 29.
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THE EXCAVATION
B

about 50 metres west of the main Farnham-Petersfield
road (A325), between Bucks Horn Oak and Frith End, about 300
metres from the latter (Nat. Grid ref.: SU41 8079 4003). It consists
of a mound roughly \ a metre high and about 30 metres in diameter,
and its most significant feature is the very black earth of which it is
composed, having a high charcoal content.
In September 1958 trenches cut across the area revealed the
remains of the walls and floor of a kiln just below ground level.
A cutting into its floor showed that this kiln had been re-floored
several times, but there was not sufficient time to make a complete
section of the structure. Digging was resumed in May 1959 and,
since the position and axis of the kiln were known, a new grid was
Site

lies

laid out in relation to the main axis. The section along this axis
revealed the presence of an earlier kiln floor below those first discovered. Portions of the remaining walls and floors of the upper

kiln were then removed for magnetic remanence measurements by
Dr. F. R. Hodson, then of the department of Geodesy and GeoThe findings are reported in
physics, Cambridge University.
Appendix A below (p. 34). It was not possible to date the kiln by
this method, the whole clay platform on which it was built having
apparently moved considerably from its original position. Further
excavation in 1961, undertaken to discover the limits of the mound,
located another kiln 4 metres away to the north-east, but this was
not investigated.

THE STRUCTURE
(See sections, Fig.

1

;

plan, Fig. 2,

and

pi.

\\b)

had been made in a shallow trench excavated in
the natural yellow clay. Only the floor (6) remained; this was
roughly oval, about \\ metres long and 1 metre wide, and was made
of clay baked hard grey for about 20 mm. and then soft red for
about 50 mm. There was no definite structural evidence of flues
at either end of this floor, such as were found with the floors of the
later kiln, but since the natural clay was burnt red not only beneath
the floor but also at its ends (17), it is likely that this floor was
furnished with similar flues. The layer of dirty grey clay mixed with
ash and sherds (13), found in the excavated area to the south of this
floor, may have been the rubbish layer associated with this kiln.
At the west end on the natural surface was a black ash layer (1)

The lower

kiln

containing much pottery, probably representing the ash raked back
during the use of this kiln. It was not possible to distinguish this
layer from identical layers associated with the upper kiln. At the
east end this black-ash layer did not occur in quite the same relationship to the floor; this may be because it was scraped back when the
succeeding kiln was built. The walls of this first kiln had not sur-
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vived, and probably
was reconstructed.

had been deliberately removed when the
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kiln

kiln was approximately the same shape and size as the
with its major axis running roughly east to west. It had been
built by covering the earlier floor with a layer of yellow clay about
£ a metre thick, forming a platform about 5^ metres long by 3
metres wide, which partly overlapped the black ash layer by about
Some of this clay had been scooped out to
1 metre at each end.
form the new kiln, the floor (5) of which was similar to that of the
earlier kiln. The clay walls (11) of this second kiln survived to a
height of about one third of a metre and were baked hard grey to a
thickness of about 40 mm. and then soft red to about double this
thickness. In places the walls were cracked and sloping outwards
slightly, probably owing to later subsidence. At the east and west
ends of the floor, flues were set through the walls. These were about
400 mm. wide and 160 mm. high. The arches survived where the
flues joined the oven and were of baked red clay. The south wall
and floor of the east flue survived for about three-quarters of a metre
from the flue arch in a fragmentary condition (see pi. IV b), but the
north wall had not survived. The floor of the west flue survived
in a fragmentary state for only about 100 mm., but the walls and
roof, apart from the arch at the oven end, were missing. There were
traces of several re-floorings adhering to the base of the kiln wall for
a height of about 100 mm. (above 5). These had been replaced by
a thick layer of soft clay the surface of which had been baked hard
grey to form a new floor. This had apparently been again covered
by another thin layer of clay, also baked hard grey (4). The hard
surfaces of the upper floors had crumbled away towards the flues,
leaving only the soft red clay underneath, but were elsewhere firmly
attached to the walls.
The flues were filled with soft yellow clay which was indistinguishable from the unbaked parts of the kiln structure. It is suggested
that the soft unbaked clay had slowly filled the flues after the kiln
was abandoned, rather than that it had been deliberately packed to
obtain a reducing atmosphere in the oven. At the east end this
soft yellow clay also extended over the raked-back ash (15). The
unbaked parts of the mound thus appear gradually to have flowed
once the kiln had gone out of use. The inside of the oven was filled
with fragments of red and grey baked clay, probably the debris of
the walls or roof. The whole structure was covered with a layer of
black soil containing ashes and pottery.

The second

first,

THE POTTERY
A

considerable quantity of sherds was found during the excavation, and the normal policy of retaining only rims, bases and other
significant sherds was followed. An exception to this was made in
part of the west stokehole, where every sherd found was kept for
statistical analysis. The analysis of the 1,538 sherds from this area
is presented in Table I.
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TABLE

1

Distribution among Types of 1,538 Sherds from the
Type

West Stokehole
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bowls with

flat rims.

A
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minority group of sherds described as

lids

or platters (type XI) is shown in the table and most of these are
clearly lids, the "upper" side being decorated or black-burnished.
The pots described as bases with feet (type XII) were probably also
lids. Several of these had a central hole through the foot and many
would have been too small to form a stable base for a pot. Five of
the bead-rim jars (type III) were lid-seated (see Fig. 3, No. 15).
The diameters of the seatings varied from 175 to 225 mm., but only
about 30 per cent, of the smaller lids would have fitted these jars.
No other types of lid-seated pots were found.
Table II also gives the distribution of rim-diameters for each type.
The bead rim vessels (type III) have an unusual pattern in that they
fall into three distinct groups with large, medium and small diameters. The smallest were neat and well-made, the largest were
quite coarse, some having rope rims. It is notable that, in the
cases of narrow-mouthed jars (type II) and cooking pots without
necks (type IV), the frequency distributions have secondary peaks
at diameters somewhat larger than the norm.
The majority of plain bases had diameters in the range 40-80 mm.
and these can be related to rims of diameter-ranges 140-200 mm. for
types VII, V and IV in order of reliability. It is likely that narrowmouthed jars also had base diameters of this order.
Very few sherds giving complete pot profiles were found and,
apart from bowls and dishes, only three full profiles could be drawn.
Fig. 3, 24 appears to be a fair representation of the body of a type
VII, but No. 25 must be considered unusually small. No. 22 is a
folded beaker, certainly of local manufacture, the rim having warped
and broken during firing. One other sherd possibly represented
another pot of this type but may have been a waster of type VII.
Decoration was simple, often consisting of burnished lines on a
matt band around the pot (usually of type VII), the lines being
cross-hatched, zig-zag or striped. Scribble burnished lines, again on
matt zones, were common on the upper surfaces of lids. Slash
decoration occurred frequently across broad cordons on the shoulders
or rims of pots of types II, IV and V. A few sherds had fine comb
decoration.

For examples of decorated sherds see Fig. 4, Nos. 47-57; Table II
shows that decorated sherds formed 7 per cent of all body-sherds.

and 4)
The following pots have been grouped into types (see Table I)
and chosen to represent the range of different forms available. They
Description of the Pottery (Figs. 3

have been arranged within each type in an order progressing from
one extreme shape to the other, and as far as possible have been
selected at about the norm of the size distribution as shown in
Table II.

Examples from the grey ash layer
asterisk.

(13) are distinguished

by an
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flagons.

I:

78 mm. diameter; hard, buff, surface fired grey.
93 mm.; hard, orange with buff surface. Cf. Silchester 5

I, pi. lxii,

117, 1st cent.
3.

75 mm.; hard, grey, slightly burnished.
9,

4.

Cf. Silchester II, Fig. 14,

cent.

Four-ribbed handle; hard, grey.
See also No. 49.

TYPE
5.

2nd

early

II:

narrow-mouthed

jars.

mm.

diameter; hard, grey, white slip on shoulder. Cf. Dover,
p. 14, Fig. 11, 19, 4th cent.; Prehist. Farnh., Fig. 97 fob, Nos.
R5, R27, R53, R115, and p. 239, e, late 3rd cent.; Silchester I,
pi. lxvi, 194 and lxix, B, no date; Meates, late 4th cent.; Alice
Holt, Fig. 4, C, F and G, Hadrianic
4th cent.; ibid., Fig. 10, F,
3rd-4th cent.
120 mm.; hard, grev. For parallels, see 5.
135 mm.; hard, grey. Cf. Prehist. Farnh., Fig. 102a, No. R53A,
late 3rd cent.; Meates, late 4th cent.; Alice Holt, p. 38, Fig. 4,
D, Hadrianic 4th cent.
95 mm.; hard, grey. Cf. Richborough I, pi. xx, 2, Claudian;
Clausentum, Fig. 30, No. 13, c. a.d. 350+
120 mm.; hard, grey. Cf. Sy.A.C, LVIII, 43, No. 1, late 1st
cent.; Camulodunum, form 234B, 1st cent.; Alice Holt, Fig. 10,
D, 3rd-4th cent.
105

—

6.
7.

—

8.

9.

TYPE

III:

bead-rimmed

jars.

mm.

diameter; grey, buff-grey surface with pinkish-zones.
11. 83 mm.; hard, grey.
12. 115 mm.; hard, grey.
13. 127 mm.; hard, grey.
14.* 130 mm.; hard, grey, slightly burnished.
10.* 108

For type

parallels, cf. Prehist. Farnh., Fig. 103,

R66 and R67,
1st cent.; ibid.,

late 1st cent.;

LVII, 55, Fig.

Sy.A.C, LVIII,
3, No. B46, 3rd

Nos. R64, R65,

29, Fig. 5, 22-27,
cent.; ibid., Fig. 2,

Nos. B14, B16 and B17, common in 1st cent.; Silchester II, Fig. 16,
2 and 3, c. a.d. 45-65; ibid., Fig. 11, 25, c. a.d. 45-65; ibid., Fig. 12,
9, c. a.d. 65-100; Clausentum, Fig. 29, 19, late 4th cent.; ibid., Fig.
30, 15, c. a.d. 350+ Verulamium 1949, Fig. 6, 8, late 1st cent.
Holt, Fig. 1, A-T, Flavian.
;

;

Alice

See also No. 50 for an example of a large storage jar of bead-

rimmed form.
123 mm.; hard, grev, lid-seated. Cf. Camerton, Fig. 38, 258,
a.d. 50-100; Alice Holt, Fig. 6, a.d. 150-200.

15.

s

For the references quoted

in this section see p. 31-32.

A ROMANO-BRITISH KILN-MOUND IN ALICE HOLT FOREST

28

\

51M

f
'

/*

;

Fig.

3.— The Pottery.

(£)

A ROMANO-BRITISH KILN-MOUND IN ALICE HOLT FOREST

TYPE
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IV: cooking pots without necks.

16.* 173

mm.

17.

180

mm.;

18.

280

mm.

diameter; grey, with a grey-buff surface.
light-orange ware.
hard, light-grey, slashed cross decoration on a broad

soft,

;

cordon.

TYPE

V: cooking pots with necks.

140 mm. diameter; hard, light-grey.
20. 143 mm.; hard, light-grey. Cf. Alice Holt, Fig. 3,M, Hadrianic.
21.* 140 mm.; orange grey ware, with a grey-buff surface. Cf.
Prehist. Farnh., Fig. 104, No. R81 similar pots were found associated with mid-2nd century ware at the Ashtead villa; Alice Holt,
Fig. 3, L, Hadrianic.
19.

;

TYPE

VI: miscellaneous.

mm. diameter; dark brown with burnished girth lines and
burnished neck, rim twisted during firing.
23.* 109 mm. hard, light-grey, with a buff-grey surface. Cf. Sv.A.C,
LVII, 52, Fig. 2, No. B5, Flavian; Sy.A.C, LI, 8, group lii, No.
22. 75

;

3,

Flavian.

TYPE

VII

cooking pots with everted rims.

:

24.* 134 mm.; grey.
25.* 80 mm.; soft, grey.
26. 143 mm. hard, grey. Meales, late 2nd-early 3rd cent.
27. 157 mm.; sandy, grey. Meates, late 2nd-early 3rd cent.
;

See also No. 54.

TYPE

VIII

28.* 227
12,

:

rimmed bowls and

mm.

mid-2nd

dishes.

diameter; orange-grey.

Cf.

Sy.A.C, LIV,

51,

No.

cent.

mm.; orange-grey with a grey surface.
206 mm.; grey outside, orange inside surfaces.
31. 304 mm.; sandy, grey, smooth brown inside. Cf. Sy.A.C, LIV,
51, No. 13, mid-2nd cent.
29.* 210

30.

32. 167

TYPE
33.

mm.

hard, grey. Cf. Jewry Wall, Fig. 41, 20, early 2nd cent.

;

IX: flanged bowls and dishes.

220

mm.

;

hard, grey, traces of white slip on the rim

Cf. Alice Holt, Fig. 8,

34. 185

TYPE
36.

hard, orange, cream slip inside and on the rim and
Meates, early 4th cent.

X: plain dishes.

35. 197

200

flange.

;

mm.;

flange.

and

D, 4th cent. Meai.es, late 4th cent.

mm.
mm.

;

;

brown-grey with black-burnished surface.
hard, grey. Meates, 4th cent.
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4.—The Pottery.
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TYPE XI lids or platters.
37.* 194 mm. diameter; dark grey with burnished wavy line.
38. 187 mm. grey with black-burnished and grooved upper surface.
:

;

Farnh., Fig. 104, No. R90, not later than first half
of 2nd cent.
39. 190 mm.; grey with burnished wavy line.
40.* 212 mm.; grey, black-burnished on both sides. Cf. Sy.A.C,
LVII, 59, Fig. 4, No. H17, no date; ibid., LVIII, 31, Fig. 6,
Cf. Prehist.

47, mid-lst cent.
mm.; grey, black-burnished.

41.* 216
c.

Cf. Silchester II, Fig. 11, 12,

a.d. 45-65.

See also Nos. 47 and 48.

TYPE
42.

40

XII: bases with feet.

mm.

diameter; orange ware with black surface.

Cf. Alice

Holt, Fig. 5, A, 3rd cent. Meates, 2nd cent.
43. 42 mm.; hard, grey. Meates, 2nd cent.
;

TYPE

XIII: bases without feet.

77 mm. diameter; hard, buff.
45.* 74 mm. hard, light-grey.
46. 79 mm. hard, light-grey, strainer.
44.

;

;

TYPE XIV:

decorated sherds.

Hard, light-grey type XI, grooved and perforated.
48. Hard, grey, type XI, combed decoration.
49. Hard, grey, type I, burnished crosses and grooved.
50. Grey rope rim of type III, perforated and grooved with burnished
wavy line. Cf. Sy.A.C, L, 91, Fig. 8, 41 see also the discussion
of this type of pot by S. S. Frere in Sy.A.C, XLVIII, 52, and
LVII, 57.
51. Burnished orange ware with a burnished zig-zag line on a matt
47.

;

zone.
52.* Grey, painted orange with burnished cross-hatching.
53.

Orange ware with burnished lines.
grooved and with burnished cross-hatching, type VII.

54. Buff,

55. Grey-buff, burnished fines.
56. Grey, burnished cross-hatching.

57. Blue-grey, burnished cross-hatching.

References
A. W. G. Lowther, Alice Holt Forest (1949).
Camerton: W. J. Wedlake, Excavations at Camerton (1958).
Camulodunum: C. F. C. Hawkes and M. R. Hull, Camulodunum, Society of
Antiquaries Research Report No. XIV (1947).
Clausentum: M. A. Cotton and P. W. Gathercole, Excavations at Clausentum,
Southampton, 1951-54 (1958).
Dover: L. Murray Threipland, in Arch. Cant. LXXI (1958).
Prehist. Farnh.: Sv.A.S., A Survey of the Prehistory of the Farnham District

Alice Holt: A. G.

(1939).

Wade and

.

A ROMANO-BRITISH KILN-MOUND IN ALICE HOLT FOREST

32

Jewry Wall: K. M. Kenyon, Jewry Wall Site, Leicester, Society of Antiquaries
Research Report No. XV (1948).
Meates: private communication by Colonel G. W. Meates.
Richborough I: J. P. Bushe-Fox, First Report on the Excavation at Richborough,
Kent, Society of Antiquaries Research Report No. VI (1926).
Silchester I: T. May, The Pottery Found at Silchester (1916).
Silchester 11 : M. A. Cotton, "Excavations at Silchester, 1938-39" in Archaologia

XCII

(1947).

Verulamium 1949: M. A. Cotton and R. E. M. Wheeler
and Archaeological Society Transactions (1953).

in St.

Albans Archi-

tectural

The Date of the Pottery

An

attempt has been made to date the pottery by searching for
parallels among the pottery from such sites as Jewry Wall, Colchester,
Richborough and Verulamium, but with only a little success. Even
where it has proved possible to find parallels with these sites, the
remainder of the published pottery was quite dissimilar and it may
be unwise to base the date of the pottery from this site upon evidence
supplied by such sites 100 miles or more away. More reliance has
been placed on local sites such as Silchester and the farms near the
Hog's Back and upon comparisons with other forest kilns. The lastmentioned have not been very useful, since the sites have neither
been adequately excavated nor published, and their pottery was
different. Most of the published Alice Holt kilns produced pottery
decorated with white slip, a feature that was very rare at this site.
Types I and III appear to be of the early second century at the

and two of these pots postdate the first kiln and antedate the
kiln. Types V, VI and XI have parallels in the first two
centuries and examples also postdate the first kiln. Types II and

latest

upper

IX appear to be of the fourth century. No satisfactory parallels
were found for type IV. Colonel Meates was of the opinion that the
examples of type XII shown to him were of second-century date.
The few sherds found beneath the upper clay platform appear to
range in date from Claudian to the mid-second century, and hence the
first kiln might appear to have been used soon after the conquest
and to have been replaced after the middle of the second century.
However, the date of the first kiln is considered to be early secondcentury for the following reasons:
1 The clay platforms did not show signs of having been separated
by a long interval since they had fused together without dirty
partition layers. Against this argument is the fact that, if the first
kiln's walls and the top of its clay platform had been deliberately
removed, then the two platforms would in fact have fused together
cleanly.

The two kilns were similar in shape, approximately concentric,
similarly aligned.
3. The pottery from the grey ash layer was quite similar in fabric,
technique and decoration to the remainder. But this "group" was
in fact a very small part (about 5 per cent) of the total, and several
2.

and

types were not represented in

it.
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Types II, IV, IX, X and XII, representing about 18 per cent of
rim and base sherds, were only found above the upper clay
platform or in the stokeholes, and can be said to postdate the kilns.
Of the parallels found for these, two were second-century in date
but the majority were of the fourth century. It therefore appears
that the upper kilns had fallen into disuse by the end of the second
century but that pottery was also made nearby during the fourth
century, possibly at the third kiln which was only 4 metres away.
all

The

relationship of this other kiln to those excavated remains to be

established.

Note: Securely-dated published parallels for the pottery proved to be very
rare. The authors would like to hear of any which they may have overlooked
or which remain as yet unpublished so that these may be incorporated into a
card index of pottery which is being compiled.
The drawn examples of the pottery and the two objects illustrated in plates
Va and Vb have been deposited with the British Museum, and a selection from
the remainder of the pottery has been given to the Curtis Museum at Alton,

Hampshire.

THE OPERATION OF THE KILNS
cannot say with certainty how the kilns were worked. No
firebars were found, and there was evidence neither of a central
support nor of a rim or ledge to the walls (but see Appendix B) It
would therefore appear that the method of operation was similar to
that used with the Overwey kilns, 6 i.e. that this was a throughdraught kiln.
The section (Fig. 1) suggests that the method of working was not
symmetrical, i.e. that the ash was scraped back further in one
direction than in the other. The ground level to the south and west
of the kiln platform is lower, and this may explain the apparent
single-ended working. The fact that the floor and the furnace walls
were baked quite considerably harder than the flue arches could be
explained by the presence of a mass of clay behind the arches and
by possible different firing conditions, i.e. by a higher temperature
and a reducing atmosphere in the oven. Possibly the replacement
of the lower kiln and the numerous refloorings of the upper kiln all
represent attempts to improve the firing of the kiln.

We

.

Conclusion

Overwey type of kiln operating in the
second century and producing rather coarse,
almost native wares; this kiln was rebuilt soon afterwards and
abandoned after considerable re-use, although probably still within
the second century. Other kilns on the same mound were working in
the fourth century, still producing coarse wares for local use. More
accurate dating awaits the publishing of other excavated sites in the
The

picture remains of an

forest in the early

Sy.A.C, LI, 42-44.

:
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Appendix A

.

Report on the magnetic remanence of the kiln structure

Six hard baked clay samples were removed from the structure and were
examined by Dr. F. R. Hodson of Cambridge University, who reported as
follows: "(1959, reference BZ)
1.

Sample from the edge

2.

Sample from the top

of the top floor (4), S\V quadrant,
Declination 1£°E

Inclination 45°

3.

4.

of the east flue arch,

Inclination 68J"
Declination
in no. 2,
Inclination 68f°
Declination
Sample from the second floor (5),
Inclination 57°
Declination

31£°W

Sample as

5.

Sample from the

6.

Sample as

30£°W
SE quadrant,
22£°W

SE quadrant,
Declination 15£°W

kiln wall,

Inclination 60°
in no. 5,
Inclination 65°

Declination

7£°W

These readings differ considerably from those expected for the Roman
period, that for sample 1 being about 20° from the expected inclination, and
even those for 2 and 3, which have more coherency than the remainder, do not
fit the accumulated results for the period.
It is suggested that the kiln has
subsided from the centre outwards, perhaps by as much as 20° on the SW side,
and that the original floor may well have been flat. Owing to the scatter of
the results it is not possible to give a date for the structure."
In spite of the evidence pointing to subsidence of the floors, it is felt by the
excavators that the kiln floors had not originally been flat, for the following
reasons: (a) the floors, although crazed, had not disintegrated to the extent
that might have been expected during subsidence as severe as that indicated
by the remanence results (b) the lowest floor (6) was also domed and this had
been constructed on hard natural gravelly clay which is unlikely to have
;

subsided.

Appendix B. Miscellaneous baked

clay objects

This object was discovered in the grey ash layer (13) and so
is likely to be earlier than the upper kiln. The fabric is very hard and grey,
the grooved side having an orange-grey surface, the other side being smooth
and dark grey. The length is about 75 mm., tapering from 60 mm. to about
23 mm. in breadth. It is 10 mm. thick at the broad end and 13 mm. at the
other. It has fractured at the broad end through a hole 14 mm. in diameter
and there is a second hole 1 1 mm. in diameter 36 mm. along its axis. The object
is slightly concave on the top or grooved side.
It is possibly a skillet handle, being similar in general shape to known metal
1.

(Plate Va.)

handles.
2. (Plate

X'b.) This object was discovered just above the upper kiln and so
cannot be regarded as stratified. The fabric is hard grey, the upper surface
being light grey, burnt orange towards the curved face. All three finished
surfaces bear impressions of a circular stamp, 21 mm. outside diameter and
15 mm. inside diameter. There are altogether twelve of these impressions.
The object is remarkably even in thickness, varying between 60 and 65 mm.
It is about 180 mm. long and 110 mm. wide; the curved face has a radius of
about 120 mm. The nearest face in the photograph is smooth and seems to
have broken at a junction with a similar lump of clay, suggesting that it had
formed part of a much larger object.
It is possible that this object represents part of a kiln floor, although it is
unlikely to have formed part of the structure of the kilns described above.
Possibly it came from another kiln in the vicinity. It is of unusual form for

kiln furniture

and

its

decoration would seem pointless.

—
A ROMANO-BRITISH KILN-MOUND IN ALICE HOLT FOREST

35

An example

of the use of similar stamping on kiln furniture is shown in
plate II, Fig. 1 of The Romano-British Pottery at Cantley Housing Estate,
Doncaster, Kilns 1-8 by F. K. Annable and published by Doncaster Museum
in 1960. This kiln has been dated to 1 10-170 but was quite different from our
site B in type.

(based on the Ordnance Survey 6 in.

Fig.

5.

Pottery Sites

in

map

with the sanction of the Director-General)

the Southern Part of Alice Holt Forest.
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Appendix C. Kiln sites in Alice Holt forest (Fig. 5)
The area shown on the map is almost entirely gault with narrow strips of
alluvium along the stream beds. Just to the north of the map is a large patch
of plateau gravel probably more suitable for dwelling purposes than the gault.
Field work in this region will be hindered by dense forest.
The greater part of the searched area is now covered by deciduous forest
with other areas supporting conifers generally planted too close for effective
searching. Most of the fields between the inclosures are grass-covered and are

being searched with instruments.
The region between Alice Holt and Farnham has been well-described for
geology and for other Romano-British potteries in A Survey of the Prehistory
of the Farnham District (Sy.A.C, 1939).
All the sites marked on the map have been notified to the Inspectorate of
Ancient Monuments and have been scheduled as a protection against unauthorized excavation.
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