The Residence of Sir Julius Caesar Adelmare in
Mitcham
by

E. N. MONT AGUE and W. A. TURNER

One of the most noteworthy of the personalities who had their homes in the
little Surrey village of Mitcham during the reign of Elizabeth I, Sir Julius
Caesar Adelmare (1557-1636) (Plate I) was described by Fuller 1 as' A person of
prodigious bounty to all of worth or want', and although not enjoying a high
reputation for legal acumen, possessed what in his day was the rare merit
of being superior to corruption. 2 He claimed descent from Italian aristocracy through the distaff side of the family of the Duke of Caesarini, and
at the time he settled in Mitcham was Judge of the Court of Admiralty, and
Master of Requests. 3 Perpetually short of money, he assiduously pursued
patrons in the hope of more lucrative appointments, and like many other
prominent men of the time, coveted the expensive honour of a visit from the
Queen, five previous disappointments serving only to increase his desire to
secure so glittering a prize. His fortunes improved considerably after his
marriage to Alice Dent, a rich young widow, and his ambition to play host
to his sovereign was achieved in 1598 at his wife's house in Mitcham. He
was ultimately knighted by James I in 1603, became Chancellor of the
Exchequer in 1606, and Master of the Rolls in 1614. Sir Julius Caesar's
mortal remains were interred in the church of St Helen's, Bishopsgate,
where his extraordinary monument, erected before his death, bears an
'inscription in the form of an enrolled deed, in proper diplomatic style, and
with seal affixed:
by this my act and deed I confirm with my full consent that by the
Divine aid I will willingly pay the debt of Nature as soon as it may
please God.
At the bottom, the deed is enrolled in Heaven: Irrotulatur Caelo.'4
Sir Julius Caesar's account of his hospitality to the Queen, preserved in a
manuscript in the British Museum, has often been quoted, but bears
repetition:
Tuesday, Sept. 12, the Queen visited my house at Micham, and supped
and lodged there, and dined the next day. I presented her with a gown
of cloth of silver richly embroidered; a black net-work mantle with
pure gold; a taffeta hat, white, with several flowers, and a jewel of gold
set therein with rubies and diamonds. Her Majesty removed from my
house after dinner the 13th. of September to Nonsuch, with exceeding
good contentment; which entertainment of her Majesty, with the former
disappointments, amounted to £700 sterling, besides mine own provisions, and what was sent by my friends. 5
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Plate I. Sir Julius Caesar Adelmare.
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The pageantry and splendour which accompanied the 'progresses of Qu
Elizabeth are of course well-known; purely through the chance survival. of
the Adelmare manuscript, the impact of this particular short visit on
single household has never been forgotten, and generations of MitchaIl).
people have heard repeated the account of what was undeniably a great
event in the life of the village. Paradoxically, as we shall see below, the
Queen's visit in 1598, although unique in Sir Julius Caesar's experience,
was not the first she had paid to the Mitcham home of his young wife.
Furthermore, the Dents' house was certainly not the only ,house in the
village at which the Queen had stayed, for in 1591 and again in 1594 she ha,d
been the guest of Margaret, Lady Blank. 6

a'

The quest for the location of the actual houses in which the Queen stayed
has been a stimulus to local historians for a century and a half, but unfortunately until recently, due primarily to lack of access to primary
sources, their assumptions have for the most part been wildly inaccurate. 7
It is felt that the original research conducted by the writers during recent
years has finaIly removed all doubt as to the whereabouts of the Dents'
house, and has established the essential details of its history subsequent
to the roya1 visits.
The earliest reference to the house, which a few years later Sir Julius
Caesar, with deliberate understatement, was to describe' as 'a little property at Mitcham'B is in an indenture of bargain and sale of
July 1570 9 ,
in which John Carpenter sells to Thomas Pynner for £80 'a messuage or
tenement in Mitcham late the inheritance or part of the possession of
John Wylford.' ThomasPynner was chief Clerk Comptroller to Elizabeth,
and two years previously had been a party to the sale of other property in
Mitcham. 10 He may safely be claimed as a resident of the parish, for
amongst the monuments in the chancel of Mitcham parish church recorded
by Aubrey 9 is one of his memory, proclaiming him to have been
at the Time of his Deathe, Justice of Peace within this County of
Surrey; a Man of good Place & Worthe in his Lyfe-tyme, and much
lamented for his losse at the Tyme of his Deathe; who dyed the 16th.
daye of Julye . . . 1583. 11
Garroway Rice's researches showed that Pynner left to his wife Johanna
a mansion house in Mitcham, valued at 13s 4d a year, which was held of the
Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, Canterbury, and eighteen acres of land
in Mitcham held by military service in capite, i.e. by grant direct from the
Crown. Johanna Pynner did not remain long at Mitcham after her husband's
death, and at an inquest post mortem held at Croydon on 13 July 1587 it was
confirmed that she had sold the property to Arthur Longworth of Ringmer,
Sussex. 12
Longworth's interest in the house and land at Mitcham seems to have been
purely speculative, and a deed of confirmation of sale dated 19 February
1587 13 confirms the sale 'to John Dent of London of a messuage in Mitcham
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late in the occupation of Thomas Pynner'. Dent, a native of Leicester, and a
merchant and salter of the City of London, had married Alice, the young
daughter of Christopher Green of Manchester and his wife Elizabeth
Strangwais in 1586 or a little earlier, for their daughter Mary was born on
28 July 1587. A second daughter, Elizabeth, was born on 9 October 1590. 14
In 1592, according to Chambers15, Elizabeth I removed from Greenwich to
Nonsuch on 29 July, staying at John Dent's house in Mitcham from that date
until 31 July, when the remove to Nonsuch was completed. This visit is
confirmed by an entry in the register of Mitcham parish church which
reveals, however, that the Queen spent four days, not three, in Mitcham,
arriving at Dent's house a day earlier than Chambers records:
1592. Edward Whitney, the sonne of Henry Whitney Esquier, was borne
uppon friday, July 28, the same day yt her matie Came to Mr. Dent
his howse, and was baptized monday 31, the same day her matie went
from hence, to Nonsuche . . . 16

A second royal visit was paid to Dent's house three years later on the remove to Nonsuch from Greenwich via Whitehall and Mitcham. The period
given by Chambers is 18-22 August, and one wonders whether or not all
five days were spent at the Mitcham house. Chambers gives the host as
'John? Dent', but there seems no reason to doubt that Dent was the host, for
he did not die until 9 December 1595. He was buried in the church of St
Bartholomew, by the Exchange, and in his will dated 8 April 1595, proved on
18 December 1595, left to his wife Alice, and on her death, to their daughters
Mary and Elizabeth Dent, all his property and lands in Mitcham purchased
from Arthur Longworth, Henry Whitney and his son Henry. 1 7 Dent reminded
his wife in a codicil to the will 'that I have geeven to her during her Life my
howse at Mitcham for the better comforte of her and her children', and in
view of subsequent events, it seems that perhaps, already an ailing man,
he was aware of the course future events might take and wished to safeguard his daughters' inheritance. The following April, just four months
after her husband's death, Alice Dent was married to Dr Julius Caesar at
her Mitcham house.
Thus it transpired that, barely having reached her thirtieth year, Alice was
hostess to the Queen for a third time when Elizabeth stayed overnight on
12-13 September during her progress to Nonsuch in 1598. Hotson 18 prints
a .copy of the Supplication to the Queen on this occaSion, in which the words
'As for your ould hostesse' appear-clearly a reference to Alice's not
unfamiliar role as hostess to Elizabeth at Mitcham.
Many are the parties and receptions that must have been held at the
Caesars' mansion during their residence in Mitcham, and it requires little
imagination to visualise the revelries and feasting that took place there ..
Seldom can the festivities have exceeded those which accompanied the
marriages of Mary and Elizabeth Dent at Mitcham on 26 October 1607.
Both girls made honourable alliances, Mary, aged 20, to Sir Henry Savile
of Methley, in Yorkshire, and Elizabeth, aged 17, to Sir Francis Vere. 19
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Sir Henry was born in 1579, the eldest son of Sir John Savile of Methley,
Baron of the Exchequer, and Jane, his first.wife, only daughter of Richard
Garth esq. of Morden. Sir Henry was knighted at the coronation of King
James I, was made a baronet in 1611, and died 23 June 1632. 20 One also
imagines that near neighbours of the Caesars like Sir Waiter and Lady
Ralegh, William Rutland of Colliers Wood and his friend Sir Gregory Lovell
of Merton Abbey were constant visitors to the house, and we know for a fact
that the Caesars' home was the 'frequent resort'21of the poet John Donne
during his residence in the village from 1605 to 1611.
Lady Alice Caesar died on 23 May 1614, aged within a month of 45 years,
and was buried with great pomp on the thirtieth of the next month at St
Helen's, Bishopsgate. 22 Sir Julius Caesar had left Mitcham by 1613, and it
is not clear whether the Saviles ever lived there. There is a record of the
admission of Sir Henry to four closes of land called Southfields 23 , as a
tenant of the manor of Ravensbury, in 1619, but it is apparent that when the
Saviles sold their Mitcham estate four years later, it had been let to tenants
for some little time previously. The indenture of sale preserved in the
Minet Library is dated 20 March 1623. 24 It is between Sir Henry Savile Bt
and Lady Marie, his wife, and conveys to Richard Broughton of London, in
consideration of £900, a capital mansion house wherein 'the right honorable
Sir Julius Caesar Knight lately did dwell and is now or late' in theoccupation of Milcah Hare, widow. Adjoining the mansion was a close of two
acres with barn and stable also occupied by Milcah Hare, lying between a
house occupied by lI4rs Bowser and another by a Thomas Moor.
The next we know of the occupation of the house is from an indenture of
bargain and sale of 27 February 1654, in which Thomas Hopkins of London
sells to Robert Cranmer of London the 'Mansion house heretofore inhabited
by Sir Julius Caesar, now by Sir Robert Titchbourne'. 2 5 Sir Robert, who
early in life was a linen draper in London, became an alderman of the ward
of Farringdon Within, and was Lord Mayor of London from 1656-7. He rose
to the rank of Colonel in the yellow regiment of the London Trained Bands,
and under Fairfax was made Lieutenant of the Tower. An extreme independent in his religious views, he was author of several religious works,
and was referred to in Rump songs as having a 'beardless chin' and able to
'preach, pray and prate by the Spirit'. In politics he held extremely advanced views, and was one of the signatories of the death warrant of Charles
1. Cromwell knighted him in 1655 and in December 1657 summoned him
to his House of Lords. Titchbourne and Sir John Ireton, described in a
Royalist pamphlet as 'the two City Jugglers', were arrested in
Mter
being sentenced to death, Titchbourne was committed to life imprisonment,
and died in the Tower in 1682. 26
Robert Cranmer, a London merchant, was at the time of the above sale
engaged in the acquisition of a large estate in Mitcham, culminating in the
purchase of the manor of Mitcham (or Canon) and the rectory and advowson
in 1656. On his death in 1666 the estate passed to his sons, and remained in
the hands of the family for over two hundred and fifty
The 'Mansion
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House heretofore inhabited by Sir Julius Caesar, then by Thomas Hinchman
and now by John Muscatt' is referred to in an agreement of February
1716 27, .and the 'Messuage, stable, coachhouse, orchard, formerly occupied
by Julius Caesar, let to Edmund Lansdown' is listed amongst the property
of James Cranmer in 1737 at a rental of £16. 28 In 1750, still described as
the 'Capital messuage formerly occupied by Sir Julius Caesar,' the house
was in the tenure of Mr Napton and Susanna Walker, and in 1769, in a
similar document (an indenture of bargain and sale for 1 year) it is shown
as occupied by John Twyne. 29
The Land Tax records 30 confirm that after John Twyne's death in or about
1784, the property, still owned by James,..Cranmer, passed to his Widow, but
from 1787 until about 1791 the tax records make no reference to the house,
although the adjoining properties are mentioned each year, their relative
positions unaltered on the relevant pages of the assessment books. It is
from the evidence of these neighbouring houses-Mitcham Hall owned by
Henry Hoare to the south, and what was later called the 'Manor House'
owned and occupied by Charles Everingham to the north-that the actual
location of Sir Julius Caesar's former mansion can be established. In the
book for 1792 a 'house and land' and a 'house', occupied by Andrew Black
and John Greet respectively, and owned by James Cranmer, appear between
the entries for Mitcham Hall and Charles Everingham' s house, but for the
three following years the latter are separated only by what appears as
'land' let to William Fry and Ann Phipps. The annual Land Tax assessment for Mitcham Hall was as high as £133, and for Everingham's house
£45. In each case, the amount, like the modern rating assessment, was
calculated on a rental basis. In comparison, the assessment of the house
occupied by the Twynes was very low, a mere £16. This clearly was no
mansion, capable of being let at a high rental, and the low annual value could
be due to the building being extremely dilapidated, and perhaps for that
reason, only partly inhabited.
From 1797 until 1802 there continues to be no entry for the property between Mitcham Hall and Everingham's house, and then, in 1803, entries start
again, this time for three small houses, two rated at £14, and the other at
£8. The 'proprietor' of these houses is given as ·James Moore 31, who was
probably a lessee of the Cranmers, and the occupier in one case is a
Thomas Bucknell, whom we know from the 1841 Census to have been an
engraver. Manning and Bray, compiling the third volume of their History
and Antiquities oj Surrey, to be published in 1814, remarked:
Part of Sir Julius Caesar's house still remains, but part has been
lately taken down, and some new houses built on the ground. 32
There can be no doubt that they were, in fact, describing the redevelopment
indicated by the Land Tax records.
For the next twenty-five years, using the same records, the history of the
three small houses and their more impressive neighbours can be traced
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without difficulty. In 1806 Mrs Cranmer is stated to be the 'proprietor', and
entries for the next three years are similar, but with various changes in
the tenants. By 1810 James Moore is named again as the 'proprietor', and
continues to appear thus until 1819, when he is replaced by the executors of
Mrs Cranm,er, who in turn are followed by Richard Cranmer until 1829.
Throughout this time the assessments remain unaltered, as does the position of the entries relative to Mitcham Hall and the 'Manor House'. None
of the properties is named, but their identification is quite certain, by
virtue of the unaltering annual values. The occupancy of two of the three
small houses changed over the years, and in 1827 the first reference to
Samuel Killick appears, the particular property he occupied being described
as 'Storehouse and land'. Killick, a local builder active in Mitcham until the
1860' s, seems to have been using the house as a store only, and from the
document quoted below there is good reason for believing that the building
was, in fact, the last remaining fragment of Sir Julius Caesar's house noted
by Manning and Bray. By 1829 Killick was occupying two of the houses, and
he was recorded as living in one of them during the census of 1851, being
then described as a widower of 58, employing six men.
A draft marriage settlement and copy of counsel's opinions dated July 1857,
effectively removes any shred of doubt as to the impressive ancestry of
Killick's builder's yard. It refers to
. . . two houses, formerly a Capital messuage or tenement in Mitcham
wherein the Rt. Hon. Sir Julius Caesar, Knt., formerly dwelt and afterwards in the tenure or occupation of Wm. Simpson and Susannah
Walker, widow, afterwards of John Twyne and then Samuel Killick, with
the coachhouse, stable, orchard, yards and gardens thereunto, containing altogether 1 acre, 1 rood, and 26 perches. 33
During the 1860' s the two houses and the adjoining yard acquired the names
of 'BerkeleyCottage', 'Berkeley House' and 'Berkeley Place' respectively.
(Fig. 1). From the evidence of the map produced for the Tithe Commissioners
in 1847, the latter two would appear to be the premises occupied by Killick.
From 1862 until 1878 local editions of the Post Office Directories list
Walter J. Fry as the occupant of 'Berkeley Cottage'. Mr Fry was a grandson of the famous Quaker prison reformer and philanthropist Elizabeth Fry,
and from 1870 until 1876 he shared the accommodation at the cottage with
George Pitt and hiswife Priscilla, the Quaker couple immortalised for
Mitcham people by the late Tom Francis in his lantern slides and lecture
notes. The story of this eccentric and lovable couple, who after a short
stay at the 'Manor House' moved to 'Berkeley House' in 1882, where they
remained until George PiU's death in 1908, merits separate treatment.
Dubbed' Quaker's Corner' by local wags, 'Berkeley House' and 'Berkeley
Cottage' survived until the late 1920' s, when they were demolished to make
way for", the small terrace of shops and flats numbered 343 to 355 London
Road. 34
No illustrations of Sir Julius Caesar's house at Mitcham are known to have
survived,and its site, now completely built over, is unlikely to provide any
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Lower Mitcham, showing 'Berkeley Place', 'Berkeley House',
'Berkeley Cottage' and 'The Manor House', the site of Sir Julius
Caesar's house. (Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Second
Edition Map of 1895).
Crown copyright reserved
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opportunity for the recovery of details of its ground plan by excavation in
the foreseeable future. It is left to the resources of one's imagination to
contrast the splendours of the Elizabethan mansion with the debased' Tudor'
half-timbering and leaded-light windows of its twentieth century successors,
and to reflect on the immensity of the cultural, social and economic changes
that have occurred in Mitcham during the four centuries that separate them
in time.
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