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Preface

This is a summary repoft on the excavations carried out between 2l August and 3 October
1978 in a large arable field (Tq 069 598) to the north of Wisley Village and bordered to the
north and west by the River Wey (fig l:l). A full report is to be found in Microfiche. The

underlying geology consists of alluvium but changes to lower terrace gravel to the south of the
area investigated. The work was directed by Martin O'Connell on behalf of the Surrey
Archaeological Society and funded by the DoE. It was decided to excavate because the northwest corner of the field was to be destroyed by the diversion of the course of the river as part of
the programme for construction of the M25 South Orbital motorway. A number of finds from
the prehistoric and Roman periods had been made in the immediate area while earlier trial
excavation by Ann Watson in 1977 had revealed evidence of medieval occupation. A larger part
of this medieval settlement site was uncovered in the 1978 excavation and it is suggested that it
was associated with the mill thought to have existed in the vicinity on the basis of documentary
evidence (see below). It is further argued that the river was diverted to facilitate the operation
of the mill.

Sagkground
The surrounding area is comparatively rich in

archaeological material principally from the
prehistoric and Roman periods. Neolithic flint implements (69 l:2) were found only 30 m to the

south of the site between 1907 and 1912, while in 1907 a prehistoric dugout canoe (fig l:3) was
discovered to the north-east on the south bank of the Wey (Gardner l9ll, 53). According to
local residents, however, this canoe was found further down-stream at approximately TQ 07 I
602 and a second canoe was also discovered although it was burnt as firewood and its precise
location was not recorded (Watson 1979). On the west bank of the river on an eminence of
lower terrace gravel evidence of a multi-period occupation site (fig l:4) was recovered during
extension of a-sewage farm in 1922-3. Unfortunately the only account of the recovery of the
finds is a rather intriguingone made by the Works Manager, AChoate (195J, 13+-140). There
are no drawn plans, seitions or photographs of the site and due to the lack of recorded
stratigraphic enide.t.. later attempts to elucidate the history of the site (Smith 1924 and
Lowthef 1945) have necessarily depended upon an examination of the pottery and associated
finds. The earliest evidence of occupation came from the middle Neolithic period (Smith 1924,
40-+5) although the majority of finds were assigned to the Iron Age by l,owther (1945, 32 -8).
Evidence of Roman pottery production (fig l:5) in the lst century AD was found in 1904 on the
same site (Gardner 7VtZ, tit-21. Romano-British cremations (fig l:6) of the same period were
unearthed in lgll to the south{ast of the area recently excavated (Gardner l9ll, 5l) while
evidence of a Romano-British occupation site (AD 50-ll0) was retrieved during sand digging
in 1936 ro the north-west at a place known as Pipers Hill (Lowther 1938, 13l-6) (fig l:7).
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Documentary Evidence
The first recorded mention of Wisley is in the Domesday Survey ( 1086) where it is described as
a small agricultural community with a church and a mill worth lOs together with 6 acres of
meadow and a fishery valued at 5d (Morris 1975, 36, 5). The area under investigation was
known as 'Mill Land' on the Tithe map of Wisley (1842) and it is likely that the medieval mill
once stood in the immediate vicinity. It has been suggested (Choate 1953, 135) that the River
Wey used to run to the north and west side of the church and that the Broad Ditch represents
the old course of the river, following the parish boundary (fig t). It has further been suggested
(Ann Watson pers comm) that the straight stretch of the river alongside the sewage works was
originally a deliberate cut associated with the mill mentioned above and it is notewofthy that
the present line of the river cuts through lower terrace gravel whereas the Broad Ditch follows
the alluvial flood plain. The mill is referred to again in 1206 while the latest record of the mill
occurred in ll42 and it may have fallen out of use in that century (Bloxham 1958), a suggestion
possibly confirmed by the fact that the latest medieval poftery found on the site is also l4th
century.

The Finds
The bulk of the excavated finds consisted of medieval ponery and most of that material was
closely paralleled at the Brooklands site (Hanworth & Tomalin 1977) which is less than 4 km

distant. These parallels suggest that the main date range for the unstratified ponery at Wisley
lies between AD ll50 and 1275 and that the latest unstratified medieval finds can be dated to
the first half of the l4th century. The hearth (13 and 14) contained two Mayen/Niedermendig
quernstone fragments which have been studied by D J Tomalin and compare well with similar
material from the l3th century house at Brooklands (Tomalin 1977,81-5). In his detailed
discussion of the fragments from Wisley, Tomalin has brought attention to another example of
this type of quernstone from the Lower Wey region, found at Yarn, a l5th century farmhouse
near Ockham.

Results
The excavated material (fig 2) indicates the existence of a small habitation site represented by an
occupation surface (9), a pit (12), and hearth (13 and 14) bounded to the south by a shallow
ditch (6) and a possible palisade or fence (8). Structural evidence is limited to a single post hole
(17). On the basis of the dateable finds, occupation appears to have begun in the l2th cennlry
and possibly continued into the fourteenth century when flooding affected the occupied area
depositing a layer of alluvium. The area is subject to flooding and the gradual build up of soil
over the site which slopes down towards the Wey could well have been accelerated by
incursions of the river. The habitation site may be related to the medieval mill that is thought
to have existed in the vicinity and both may have fallen into disuse at the same period (see
above). The unstratified prehistoric material presumably derives from the multi-period site
found during the construction work on the sewage plant (fig l:4, and l:5).
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