Excavations at Park Row, Farnham, Surrey:
a Medieval pottery kiln
by GEOFFREY H COLE
with a report on the pottery by J R TIMBY

Introduction
The site of the excavation was situated in the rear gardens to the north-east side of the Andrew
Windsor Almshouses (AD 1619), Park Row, Farnham, Surrey, at SU 839 471.
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The Site
Geologically, the site lies on Gault Clay. Within the context of the town of Farnham, the site
was situated approximately 220 m south-east of the southerly curtain wall of Farnham Castle
and on the periphery of the medieval town enclosure (fig t). No previous finds were known
from the site. The excavation was undertaken as a one-day rescue exercise on the site of the
extensions to the Almshouses, where the top soil had been removed and trenches for foundations had been excavated. The prevailing weather and site conditions were appalling.
The material from the site has been deposited in Wilmer Flouse Museum, Farnham.

Summary of Excavations
The general scafter of post-medieval material across the site, together with the royal farthing
token of James I
Lennox type (1614-1625) would appear to belong with the use of thi
Andrew Windsor -Almshouses after AD 1619. The discernible fearures, consisting of pits, a
Dottery kiln and an inhumation burial (figs 2, 3), were however of medieval date and suggest
that this area of the medieval town, between the town enclosure and the castle, had beenlised
for the production of pottery products. A continuation of the general scafter of medieval and
post-medieval pottery has been noted in gardens to the south-easr of the site, which may
indicate that the pottery production was not limited to one kiln in this area. No evidence was
found for any form of building on the site.
The inhumation burial (fig 3) was on an east/west axis with the skull at the western end. A
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Park Row, Farnham: position of site.
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substantial poftion of the skeleton had been removed during building excavations, and the only
items found in association with the skeleton were three bronze pins from beneath the skull (fig
9, nos l-3). For a repoft on the skeletal material, see p lll below. Except for the building
excavation work, the inhumation did not appear to have been otherwise disturbed. Pit F (fig 2),
which lay partially over the inhumation and did not intrude into it, contained pottery dated
from the mid to late l3th to mid to late l4th centuries. It would therefore seemleasonable to
assume that the inhumation dated from a period before c AD 1280. No other human skeletal
remains were found on the site and therefore the possibility of this being a cemetery in addition
to a later medieval pottery production area can only be speculated.
Because of the limited time available, the pits could not be recorded in detail and priority
was given to the excavation of the kiln and burial and to the recovery of the related pottery.
The archaeological features examined were destroyed shortly after the investigation.

THE MEDIEVAL POTTERY AND KILN STRUCTURE
by J R TIMBY

The pottery described below came from within the kiln structure and from the fill of a number
of pits in the same locality. The pottery recovered (approximately 86 kg) was generally of a
very fragmentary nature and, as would be expected of a kiln site, consisted of a number of
wasters, some fired several times, other with evidence of cracking and distortion and with
fractures onto which glaze had been spilt. The quantity of diagnostic sherds was therefore
limited and as a whole the typological range was not very great.
The detailed catalogue of illustrated pottery is on Microfiche.

The kiln stnrcture (fig 3)
The l<iln was apparendy of near circular shape with a north and south stoke-hole, thus falling
into Musty's type 2 category of double-flue construction (1974). A possibly similar type 2a kiln-,
of lSth century date, is known from Binsted, near Alton, Hampshire. The fill of the kiln
structure consisted of pottery sherds and ash with a number of invirted pots on the floor area.
Two fragments of kiln furniture were found (see fig 4, no 14) and a number of brick and
greensand fragments which presumably came from the structure. Traces of stakeholes found
within the kiln may have been left by a temporary support used in its construction.

The pottery (figs 4-7)
For purposes of description the pottery has been divided according to excavated conrexts, with
pits containing sherds of a similar nature being amalgamated; this leaves five groups:

It

I Kiln structure, including the north and south stoke holes.
2 Pits A and C-G.
3 Pit B.
4 Beneath the kiln structure.
5 Pit N.

should be noted that the greater part of the top soil had been removed prior to archaeological
investigation and a certain amounr of contamination of finds might be expected.
FABRICS

t Kiln stractare including
z Pix A and C-G.
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Park Row, Farnham: plan of excavated features.
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Park Row, Farnham: section of inhumation, section and plan of medieval pottery kiln.
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The pottery recovered from these features was of a fairly consistent fabric type, composed
basically of a hard quartz sand tempered clay ranging in colour from pink-buff through dark
red to grey on the surface, and from white to grey and brick red in core. The exact colour and

indeed fabric texture of the pottery need not necessarily prove particularly characteristic of the
group, although it is indicative to a certain extent of firing conditions and potting technique.
The wide range both of colour and of the amount and size of temper added to the clay suggests
that the potter was concentrating on producing serviceable vessels irrespective of colour and to
a lesser extent of texture. An arbitrary division can be made based on rhe texture of the fabric
into Fabric [, with a medium to coarse sand temper (grain size 0.25-1.0 mm) and Fabric II,
with a fine sand temper (0.25 mm and under) giving a fine chalky surface texture. A further
division can also be made on the type of clay used, namely that resulting in a grey or white
fabric and that resulting in a brick-red. This would seem to indicate that at least two sources of
clay were being utilised. Firing experiments suggest that the former clay, resulting in Fabrics I
and II, was derived from the Reading Beds and this forms the greater percentage (85%) of the
pottery recovered. A source for this is known to have been used in Farnham Park during the
l6th century, attested by the remains of clay pits in the locality and by documentary evidence
for the production of the characteristic 'Farnham green wares' (Rackham 1952, 50). This is a
white ware with a green glaze which acquired considerable popularity, much of it reaching the
London market (Rackham 1952). The Park Row pottery would suggest that the same sources
were being exploited slightly earlier than hitherto envisaged.
The red wares (Fabrics III (coarse textured) and IV (fine textured)) match very well with the
Gault clay when fired to a temperature around 1000"C. In both cases the nearest surface otrtcroPs can be found within Yq-Yz mile of the kiln site (Geological Survey sheet XXX NW). The
Gault clays had previously been exploited during the Roman period in the Farnham district
and thus demonstrate a long potting history. The London clay which outcrops stratigraphically
above the Reading Beds in Farnham Park also produces a red fired fabric as yet indistinguishable from the Gault fabrics. The temper used is generally a rounded clear or white quartz sand,
again of local origin. A few sherds contained a more distinctive red quanz and in some
instances occasional inclusions of chalk and iron ore were visible.

j

PitB

The pottery recovered from this pit included some hard quartz sand tempered ware similar to
those discussed above. In addition, however, there were sherds with a mixed flint and sand
tempered fabric and other sand tempered wares of different character. These were slightly
softer and brown in colour with mixed white, red and colourless quartz. The clay shows a high
mica content, visible both on the surface and in the core of the pot.
4 Below tbe Kiln Structure
The fabric range exhibited by the small number of sherds from below the kiln shows close
affinities with those from Pit B. Again there is one example of a flint tempered sherd of
medium coarseness with a high mica content.

5 PitN

The pottery from this feature was of a very mixed nature and contained, in addition to the type
of fabrics common in the first and second categories, a higher percentage of finer, better quality
wares in both white and red clavs.

DECORATION

Decoration of any form was limited to a few sherds, and where it did occur consisted mostly of
incised lines, mainly horizontal, around the girth of the vessel (iugs/flagons) or applied thumb
strips, both vertical and horizontal (cooking pots). There were a few examples of rims with
simple line patterns on the upper surface, and in one case (fig 6, no 75) a type of rouletting.
Several of the bases of vessels had thumbing, either simple, both overlapping and spaced, or
some other variation (fig 6, no 85). The one exception to the general lack of decoration is the
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sherd frbm a iug with an applied rosette (fig 5, no 46). A similar type of applied decoration was
found on a sherd from the Winchester excavations, where hollows had been evenly pressed into
applied
bands (Cunliffe 1964, fig 33, no 16).
All the strap handle fragments had some form of grooving, slashing or Punctu-ation or a
combination oi these, which although of a decorative nature may also have been functional,
facilitating the release of water during expansion in firing.
GLAZE

2O% of the sherds examined had a partial or overall surface glaze varying greatly in quality, and

through yellowish-green to a dark olive green. A great
number of these sherds exhibited dribbles or spatters of glaze, particularly on the upPer pafts
of the vessels. It is not therefore possible to differentiate those sherds deliberately glazed from
those covered accidentally unless there is evidence of glaze over a fracture' Such numerical
estimates are pafticularly subjective and are only included as a rough guide. Thus, of the 20Vo,
l4Vo were considered to have been deliberately glazed. One of the features that was apParent
was the recurrence of internal glarzing in the lower halves of vessels, which would have created
both a non-porous surface and one tb facilitate cleaning. Only a very small ProPoftion had an
external glaze and these were mostly iug/flagon fragments.

in colour from a yellowish-orange

FORM

were fairly competently wheel-thrown, many having been trimmed off with a
knife, especially around ihe b"r.. Thb range of types represented seems to be fairly standardised and rather conservative, suggesting a domestically orientated industry with an output to
serve a local market. Such a limited range is typical of the medieval poner and the outPut from
this kiln seems to be consistent with the general trend. The identifiable forms in the kiln and
the associated pits are those of cooking pots (cauldron type), small iars, large open bowls and
smaller dishes/bowls, and jugs with strap handles and thumbed bases. In addition to these basic
types there were a few bun! holes from cisterns and a possible curfew fragment. As ha-s been
out by Musty (197+), wasters are not necessarily truly representative of the production
pointed
^but
only of ihe disiarded material. The frequency of forms therefore does not necessarily
reflect their frequency of production and some of the more specialised products may not be

All the vessels

represented at all.

Approximately 86 kg of pottery were retrieved, in which there were approximately 700 rims.
general terms they were broadly
similar, the maiority belonging to cooking pots (70Vo). This dominance of cooking vessels and
the fairly standardised size is reflected by thi histogram of the overall radii of all the measurable
rims (fig 8). The peak from 10-13 cm reflects the cauldron type cooking pots whilst large open
bowls and pans appear at the higher end of the scale and iugs at the lower.

The'iims included a greal variety of forms, although in

DATING AND DISCUSSION
Dating by typology is hazardous, although necessary in such cases where stratified dated finds
are non-e*iitint. i."he following is intended as a rough guide but must be treated with due
circumsliection. The poftery from Pits A and C-G and from the kiln structure seem to be of a
reasonably comparable nature in form and fabric and thus one might assume ,them- to be
reasonably contemporary. The squared rim (for example fig 5, no 28), usually attributed to the
13th ceniury, is present, togetlier with its development into the flanged rim of the l4th
century, in- Surrey and indeed most of south-east England (Holling 1968, l4l)-.This is
gen.."ily sharply undercut on the outside and rounded inside. The l5th century bifid rim,
Lo*euei, whiih-is represented at Ash, Surrey, does not seem to occur. The great similarity
with the Ash mediev"i pottery (Holling 1968) suggests a similar date from the mid to late l3th
to the mid to late l4th ..nt.rii.r but not perhaps into the l5th century as is suggested at Ash;
alternatively the Farnham potter may have been more conservative in his output. Holling
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(1969, 125) states that off-white ware has not been found in contexts earlier than c AD 1250.
Internal glazing evident in a large number of the vessels is another typical development in late

13th century Pottery.
The potsherds from Pit B and from below the kiln, which would stratigraphically argue for
an earlier date, are of a slightly different nature. Fig 7, no 94 has both an ev'erted rim with a
somewhat unusual and efficiendy executed scalloping and a slightly sagging base, the former
feature suggesting a date in the early l3th century. A cooking pot of similar fabric with an
everted plain rim, found at Tunsgate, Guildford (Guildford Museum Acc No RB2 l8l), is
attributed to the l3th century and is probably of similar origin. Other sherds such as rhose
with flint tempering and with scratch marking would also support an earlier date. Scratch
marking was also found on poftery from Frithend in the Alice Holt Forest, and it has been
suggested by Lyne andJefferies (1974) that this tradition, unlike its dating at Laversrock, may
not have survived into the 14th century at Frithend.
_ In contrast the pottery from Pit N, including the tripod base (fig 7, no 98), is obviously of a
later date. Examples of glazed tripod vessels were recovered from Farnham Castle in l6th-l7th
centurv contexts (Moorhouse 197 1,48-9). Ribbing on both the interior and exterior surf'aces as
in this example is thought to have ended c AD 1640.
This is the first kiln of l3th-l4th century date to be found in Farnham, a location noted for
its output of both Roman and post-medieval pottery. The products conform to the medieval
tradition and fit into the paftern of other kiln sites known in the region at Aldershot, Ash
(Holling 1968), Frithend (Lyne andJefferies 1974) and Bentley (Barton and Brears 1976). This
further strengthens the idea that potters established kilns to serve a purely local and domestic
market. Standardised vessels were produced, not so much for their aesthetic qualities but for
functional requirements and durability.
M1s1 Timfu's report was completed

(Editor).
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THE COIN
by R A MERSON

The coin is a royal farthing token of James I (1603-25). In an attempt to alleviate the perennial
shortage of small change, James I granted a patent in 1613 to Lord Harrington to issue
farthings. On his death the patent passed to the Duke of Lennox (c 1614) and finally to
Lennox's widow the Duchess of Richmond (162+), hence the names given to the various issues
by numismatists: Harrington, Lennox and Richmond. The tokens were light in weight and
were never popular.
Farthing token
type (1614-1625), North (1960) type 2135. Obv. (initial mark)
- Lennox
IACO D G MAG
BRIT. Two lis-headed sceptres in saltire through a single-arched crown
with five jewels on the circlet.
Rev. FRA ET HIB REX. Crowned harp, crown similar to obverse.

The farthing is partially corroded but does not exhibit much sign of wear. The initial mark at
the beginning of the obverse legend is illegible. However, this is not too serious a loss from the
archaeological point of view as the marks used were not the same as those used on the gold and
silver coins struck at the Tower Mint, and at present their chronological sequence and dates of
use remain to be determined. The farthing token can therefore be said to be contemporary with
the Windsor Almshouses (1619), but it is not possible to say whether it was lost just before they
were built, during their construction or shortly after they were first occupied.
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THE BRONZE OBIECTS
by G H COLE (fig e)

I
2
J

Bronze pin, complete, 23 mm long. From beneath skull in the burial.
Bronze pin fragment, l8 mm long. From beneath skull in the burial.
Bronze pin fragment, 17 mm long. From beneath skull in the burial.
is
It presumed that the bronze pins nos l-3 were used in connection with some form of shroud
or head covering, of which no trace has survived.
4 Bronze pin, complete, 28 mm long. From layer I overlying the kiln.
5 Bronze loop with broken spiral terminal. From layer I overlying the kiln.

THE HI.JMAN SKELETAL REMAINS
bY GERALDENE DONE

Adult

skeleton aged about 25-30 years, height about 5 feet 3 inches (1.62 m). The pelvic
fragments indicate a female although there are one or two rather male features about the skull.
The dental age (25-30 years) is supported by the state of maturity of a humerus, radius,
proximal phalanx and clavicles, all of which are adult, and the height is based on calculations

from the humerus and radius.
The teeth show some arrested caries and a small amount of dental calculus (tartar). They are
quite small as is the skull, though it is by no means microcephalic. The skull is also dolichocephalic (long-headed) and appears rather porous. There is a sutural variation at the lambda
comprising an extra triangular bone in the central line
- not at all uncommon or abnormal.
The interior of the cranium shows erosion covering parts of the parietal, temporal and occipital
bones. This erosion is definitely post-mortem.
Acknowledgement
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