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Fig. 3. The Borough, Farnham, sewer trench location plan and sections
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The Borough sewer trench

The second major development in the town was the laying of a new sewer pipe along the
Borough, between Castle Street and Bear Lane (fig 3). This work was carried out by the local
council over a period of about six weeks and started at the same time as the Kingham’s
development. Members of the Farnham Museum Society’s Archaeological Group again kept a
watch on the trenching operation, though recording was difficult, because the contractors
worked mostly at night, only opened short lengths of trench at a time and backfilled almost
immediately. This meant that it was only possible to record short sections and that while they
were drawn as accurately as possible, they should not be taken as being correct to the last
centimetre.

The positions of the sections recorded can be seen on the location plan (fig 3). Section A-B
was taken from the southern face of the trench at the bottom of Castle Street and shows the
following successive layers, from the top down:

the modern tarmac (1);

yellow gravel (2), presumably earlier road metalling;

a band of grey soil and roof tile (3), perhaps from the demolition of a nearby building;
orange gravel road metalling (4);

a layer of ash (5);

another layer of metalling consisting of brown gravel (6) interspaced with tile;

a band of compacted clunch and mortar (7);

and another band of gravel (8) containing roof tile but no closely datable material.

Section C-D (fig 3) was recorded on the north face of the trench, level with the Nationwide
Building Society’s office. This section consisted of the modern tarmac (1) and underlying gravel
(2), which occur throughout the length of the Borough. Beneath these was a band of tile (9) lying
horizontally and covering a brick arched vault and walls. This vault was a substantial structure
supported internally on pillars and lined with mortar. The arch itself was not central, the main
part of the chamber lying slightly to the east of it. The chamber was partly filled with water and
the structure is therefore probably the cistern which served the town water pump on the corner
of Castle Street (Temple 1973, 15).

Section E-F (opposite the entrance to Borelli’s Yard) again consisted of a number of bands of
gravel (2, 11, 13), the latter two being divided by a layer of mortar (12). Underlying the gravel
was a deposit of dark peaty soil (14) which in turn overlay a clayey gravel (15), which may have
been natural.

Section G-H (fig 3) shows a similar stratigraphy to the previous section with the exception of
layer 16 which consisted of a band of ash (which appeared much thicker in the northern section
than in the illustrated southern section). Layer 14 appeared to lie slightly deeper than in the
previous section.

Section J-K (fig 3; level with the Abbey National Building Society office) again has a similar
profile, with the exception that layer 14 appears to thicken downwards at one point as though
infilling an underlying ditch or pit, which would have been about 6m wide and have been aligned
approximately at right angles to the borough. Unfortunately the orange gravel layer (18) could
not be examined closely to confirm this idea, as the contractors were working in the area at the
time.

CONCLUSIONS

In general the various levels revealed along the length of the Borough almost certainly represent
road metalling with the occasional intrusion of a band of ash or building material. It was
noticeable that this disturbance appears to be much deeper at the bottom of Castle Street than
elsewhere in the Borough. The peaty soil layer (14) is interesting in that it contained a light
scatter of late medieval pottery and appears to be identical to a similar layer noted by Ashton
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Booth in a trench between Potter’s Gate and Pullingers in West Street in the 1960s (Booth 1970,
1). Mr Booth interpreted the layer as being the product of rubbish thrown into the street and
accumulating over a number of centuries. He also suggested that the jumbled nature of the
datable pottery was the result of pigs being put out to pasture in the street, a practice which was
forbidden in the Court Book of 1608.

The varying convolutions of this layer, most noticeable in Booth's section, may well be the
result of subsidence into underlying features such as pits or ditches. This seems particularly
probable in the case of section J-K where the slumping may well indicate the course of the
eastern section of the medieval town ditch, the southern section of which has now been found in
Borelli's Yard (N Riall, pers comm). The general conclusion can only be that there has been a
considerable accumulation of material since the late medieval period in this part of the town and
that any early remains can be expected to lie at least 2m below the present road level.

Apart from the vault in section C-D, a number of brick wall footings were exposed along the
line of the trench, especially from W H Smith eastwards. Whether this means that the road has
been widened at some stage is a matter for local historians to decide.

I have written this rather full account of the Archaeological Group’s work, in the hopes that
the information can one day be put together with excavation results from elsewhere in the town,
to form the basis of an early history of Farnham.
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