M o u lin ie r e H o u s e : a n 1 8 th c e n t u r y W a n d s w o r t h m a n s io n
Introd uc tion and s um m a ry

The demolition and redevelopment of the Larkhill Laboratories (formerly the Cathkin
Laundry) at 225-229 PutneyBridge Road, SW15 (fig 1) in the spring and summer of 2000
revealed the fragmentary remains of a poorly documented early 18th century mansion,
Mouliniere (also Moulinere) House, which had been largely demolished in the mid-1980s.
Elements of the front entranceway, lower ground floor, a brick vaulted cellar and rear
southern range were identified and recorded.
Geology and topog ra p hy

The site was located on flood plain gravels (BGS 1981). No alluvial or colluvial deposits
were present. The northern PutneyBridge Road frontage of the site lay at 8.8m OD, while
the southern, Bective Road, boundary of the site lay at 10.1m OD; a rise of 1.3m over a
distance of 70m.
Doc um e nta ry, c a rtog ra p hic and pic toria l re c ord s

Many of Wandsworth’s archives and records were destroyed during the Second World War
and sources for the site are extremelylimited.
The first known resident of the propertywas James Mouliniere, who was living in the
house with his wife in 1733 (Shaw 1995; WBJVH: no 2, 174). The house may actually
originally have been built by James’ uncle, James Baudoin, in about 1700. In 1738 the
house was valued at £ 22 (Amery 1974; WBJVH: no 3, 18A). James Mouliniere is known to
have had a daughter prior to 1733. His burial is recorded on 31 May 1755 (WNQ: 211-12,
1899).
The house is clearly visible inJohn Rocque’s map of 1766, though in this map its form is
shown as a mirror image to that recorded during the archaeological fieldwork. Possibly
Rocque’s map is schematic here, or there was a surveyingor engraving error.
The property lay immediately east of the parish boundary between Putney and
Wandsworth (known as Putney Gutter), within Wandsworth parish. At one stage the
property may have been owned by one of the Duchesses of Marlborough (Amery 1974).
The inventory to the 1838 Wandsworth tithe map records that at that time William
Williams was the owner.
Around 1865 the house was acquired by the architect, Robert Billings (1813-74) who
restored it to use as a residence and also to house his private museum (Nimmo 1989). The
1871 census entry for Mouliniere House gives the following occupants:
Robert W Billings. Head. Married. Architect, Author and landowner, born Bayswater. Antionette Billings. Wife. Married. Mary Kendall, Visitor. Single.
The OS 25-inch map of 1865 (fig 2) gives some idea of the form of the house and its
gardens at the time of Billings’ acquisition of it. This map shows a substantial property
comprising a mansion house 'Molnere House’ with a separate ancillary block to the southwest (probably a stable and coach house), and extensive walled gardens.
After Billings’ death the house became part of a large laundry complex, reflecting the
rapid urbanization of this part of Wandsworth in the late 1870s and early 1880s. The OS
25-inch map of 1894-6 presents a striking contrast to that of 1865. The eastern cwing’ of
the mansion house had been demolished and the southern range extended to join onto the

formerly separate ancillary block. The gardens of the house had largely been sold for new
housing construction.
In this debased form Mouliniere House survived until the mid-1930s. The precise year
of demolitionis unknown though it was clearly gone by 1936 as the OS 25-inch map for
that year shows the Cathkin Laundry/Larkhill Laboratorybuildings. Prior to its demolition
a short description of the house was made for the survey of London (RCHM 1925):
House, now laundry, nos 225-227 Putney Bridge Road, on south side of road [...]
was built early in the eighteenth century on an L shaped plan with wings extending

Fig 3 Mouliniere House, Wandsworth: photograph of the house,
rl930. (Reproduced from Broad 1999, original source
unknown)
towards the south and east; but has been much altered internally and added to on the
south and west, and at the west end of the north front. The north front has a moulded
brick band at the first floor level and a wooden modillioned eaves cornice carried up
over the original projecting central bay in a triangular pediment with enriched
mouldings. The central entrance doorway has a moulded frame, an original paneled
door and a semi-circular covered hood carried on carved brackets. The windows have
lit brick arches and flush frames.
Prior to demolition the front northernelevation of the house was both photographed,
(Amery 1974, pi 21), and drawn (ibid, pi 22). These illustrations show a fine building five
bays long east to west, comprising two principal floors with a lower ground floor and attic
rooms (fig 3). The brickwork appears to be in Flemish bond.
Interestingly, the new 1930s Cathkin Laundry which occupied the site of Mouliniere
House incorporateda number of elements from the original house. The fine doorway and
hood from the mansion’s main entrance was adapted and incorporated into the new main
laundry entrance from the Putney Bridge Road, approximately 10.5m north of their
original position.
Although the mansion house was demolished to ground floor level, the bulk of the lower
ground floor was modified and adapted as a basement machinery plant room. The cutdown windows were blocked and a numberof internal walls removed or pierced by ducting
and pipework. The steel superstructure of the replacement building continued down into
the lower ground floor resultingin much loss of historic fabric.
The new ‘basement’ included a vaulted brickcellar of c 1700 which had been sited along
the western side of the mansion house, outside the main building footprint, and originally

accessed externally. A new entrance doorway was cut between this cellar and the original
lower ground floor at the time of the construction of the laundry. Subsequently the main
entrance doorway hood was given statutoryprotection as a listed feature of architectural
importance.

B uilding re c ord ing and a rc ha e olog ic a l inve s tig ation
When the laundry/laboratory buildings came up for redevelopment in March 2000, and
following consultation with English Heritage, a programme of building recording and
archaeological investigation was implemented.
Following recording, the listed hood and door were removed to be incorporated in a
new residential development on the site. Prior to demolition, the surviving elements of the
main residential range lower ground floor and the vaulted brick cellar of Mouliniere House
were planned, their elevations drawn and a photographic record made. This work
determined that the main residential range of the mansion house, known to be five bays
long (east-west) was two bays wide (north-south). The contemporary external vaulted
brick cellar had originallylain beneath an extensive area of Yorkstone paving.
Following demolition of the laundry/laboratory buildings and site clearance an
archaeological investigation was undertaken to recover details of the southern range of the
mansion house (the site of the eastern ‘wing’ lay outside the development site and the
position of the ancillary range had been wholly destroyed by a modern basement). A single
trench 11 x 6.66m was executed within the footprint of the southern range where deposit
survival was thought likely to be best, very severe truncation having occurred across the
site at the time of the 1930s redevelopment.
The earliest phase of the southern range comprised a north-south aligned wall
represented by fragmentary remains and construction cuts extending southwards from,
and on line with, the west wall of the main residential range (fig 4). This wall was keyed
into an east—west aligned wall, again represented by fragmentary remains and construction
cuts running east from the terminus of the north-south wall. Both walls were 0.44m wide.
The extent of the surviving fabric of the walls varied, with a maximum surviving height of
0.7m. Immediately east of the junction of the two walls was evidence of a doorway,
represe nted by a single (untruncated) course of bricks laid on a bed of mortar.
To the west of the north-south wall was a small brick-built structure approximately
2.5m square with foundations 0.34m wide, possibly representing an ‘outshot5or extension
to the main part of the southern range.
All the masonry in this phase was composed of orange unfrogged bricks (Greater
London System of Building Material Classification: fabric types 3033 and 3033 near 3032)
measuring 220 x 100 x 60mm bonded with a hard white chalky mortar. The fabric types
and the brick dimensions suggest a date range of c 1664- 1700, identical to the brickwork
in the main mansion house. The walls appear to have been built to an English bond type
of pattern rather than the Flemish bond used in the main residential range. Both the brick
fabric and the bonding pattern would be consistent with a construction date around 1700.
Late in the 18th century the outshot was extensively rebuilt using new and re-used brick
though as rebuilt it does not appear to have exceeded its original dimensions. North of the
outshot was identified an originally external brick-lined entranceway into the brick vaulted
cellar. Although blocked by a mass of demolition rubble it was assumed that a flight of
stairs led down to a doorway blocked with early c 20th century brickwork that had been
recorded on the southern wall of the cellar. Subsequently the outshot was rebuilt again,
probably in the early 19th century, and extended to the north and west, including over the
stairway down to the brick vaulted cellar. Two internal drains were also added at this time.
It seems likely that these early 19th century modifications represent the establishment of
the form of Mouliniere House as shown in the 1865 OS map.
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Mouliniere House, Wandsworth: reconstructed ground plan

No evidence of the gardens of Mouliniere House was identified in the investigations as
the garden area had largely been truncated to a depth of 1.5m in the 1930s.
Discussion

The available evidence indicates that Mouliniere House as originally constructed consisted
of a rectangular shaped mansion with an external, brick vaulted cellar on its western side.
The main residential range, five bays long by two bays wide, was provided with a lower
ground floor across its entire footprint. The southern range, of two bays length and two
bays width, was probably added within a decade of the construction of the original
manSlOn.
On the western side of the southern range stood a small contemporary outshot. The
southern range may perhaps have comprised a kitchen at ground floor level, with servants'
quarters over; the outshot perhaps representing a pantry.
Late in the 18th century the outshot was rebuilt. In the early 19th century the outshot
was extended to the west and north including, within its footprint, the entrance down into
the brick vaulted cellar. It may have been atthis time that the lost east 'wing' of the house
was constructed. The large bay window shown on the 1865 OS map (fig 2) indicates that
this may have been a single-storey summerhouse or pavilion.
Conclusions

Limited archaeological and building recording fieldwork has recovered much of the
ground plan and identified the main construction phases of an early 18th century mansion.
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The exercise has demonstrated the potential for the survival of historic fabric within an
apparently unpromising modern context.
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