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A standing building survey and excavation at the parish church of St Mary’s, Barnes, was undertaken between
1978 and 1983 following a fire that had gutted the building. Evidence was recorded for successive phases of
building dating from the first half of the 12th century. The earliest church was a rectangular single-celled
building. It was built mainly of flint and roughly hewn stone, but its doorway, in the middle of the south
wall, had a rounded arch of stone voussoirs. A chancel added to the east end of the original building has three
lancet windows in its east wall, and is therefore dated to the early 13th century. The original cell was also
extended to the west and a new south entrance built to the west of the original doorway, which was blocked.
The western extension may be contemporaneous with the chancel, but might be up to a century later in date.
Fragments of white lime-washed wall plaster were decorated with red single-line and double-line masonry
patterns, respectively dated to the late 12th and 14th centuries, as well as other motifs. Excavated tile fragments
suggest that floors of ‘Westminster’ tiles and Penn tiles were laid in the church during the late 13th/early
14th century and the late 14th century respectively. The timber roof of the nave (removed after the fire) was
of a 15th century type. The west tower was probably built during the last quarter of the 15th century, but
could date to the early 16th century. Between 1777 and 1907 the church was gradually extended north during
five main episodes of construction. The present church, built to a radical but much acclaimed design in 1982–4,
incorporates the medieval walls existing at the time of the fire. The excavation also revealed thirteen bricklined graves and burial vaults of 18th and possibly early 19th century date. There was also evidence for over
60 burials in the form of graves, skeletons and coffins, most of which were post-medieval in date, but at least
three were medieval.
Introduction
This report summarises the results of archaeological investigations undertaken at the parish
church of St Mary’s, Barnes, after the building was severely damaged by fire on 8 June 1978.
It incorporates material from unpublished reports by the director of the archaeological work,
Scott McCracken, and others, as well as several summary accounts (Thompson et al 1998,
171). Following the fieldwork a brief assessment of the site archive was carried out (recently
revised; McCracken 2007), but no funds were then available for full publication. The site
sequence presented here is based largely, but not exclusively, on the initial assessment.
Additional research and the preparation of this report were by Robert Cowie in
collaboration with Scott McCracken. Sections on building material and coins were written
by Ian Betts (Museum of London Archaeology) and Richard Kelleher (British Museum)
respectively. Those sections dealing with aspects of the medieval wall paintings have been
adapted from an earlier report by Ann Ballantyne (no date). The site archive is held under
the site code SMB78 by the London Archaeological Archive and Research Centre (LAARC),
Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED, and may be consulted
by prior arrangement with the archive manager.
The church, substantially rebuilt in the early 1980s, is a Grade II* listed building
situated on the north side of Church Road (A3003) (fig 1; TQ 22200 76580). It lies in the
historic core of Barnes, and is within a conservation area as defined in the unitary
development plan (UDP) adopted by the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames in
2005.
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Fig 1 St Mary’s, Barnes: site location.

The archaeological investigations at the church were prompted by a request from the
Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings, Department of the Environment,
for the South-West London Archaeological Unit (Surrey Archaeological Society) (SWLAU)
to examine the medieval wall paintings exposed by the fire. Previously they had been obscured
by lath and plaster held away from the medieval wall by studs (fig 2). The initial inspection
led to more extensive archaeological investigations with three main aims. One was to record
and date the wall paintings. Another was to identify and date the development phases of the
church and establish how much of its medieval fabric survived. The third aim was to establish
the nature and extent of any archaeological deposits within the medieval church.
These objectives were achieved by a combination of a standing building survey and the
excavation of trenches in the south aisle and chapel of the church (originally the medieval
nave and chancel) and in the adjacent churchyard. The work was undertaken in several stages
from 1978 to1983 by the SWLAU with the assistance of volunteers from the Barnes and
Mortlake History Society, Richmond Archaeological Society and the West London
Archaeological Field Group.
Initially seven phases of building were identified (fig 4), with the late 20th century (postfire) church subsequently forming an eighth phase (Turner 1987, fig 9.7). This phasing has
now been revised (see ‘textual conventions’, below). The discovery of a Romanesque
(‘Norman’) arch in the south wall of the aisle suggested that the earliest church dated to the
first half of the 12th century, and not the early 13th century as previously thought (VCH 4,
6). A chancel was added in the early 13th century and, probably at the same time, the church
was extended to the west. Subsequent phases were identified from a combination of
archaeological, documentary and pictorial evidence. Up to five successive layers of wall
paintings, dated to the 12th and 14th centuries, survived in patches on the medieval walls.
Excavations also revealed graves, burial vaults and brick-lined graves. Most burials were of
post-medieval date, but at least three were medieval.
Methodology
Following the initial inspection of the medieval wall paintings all remaining late post-medieval
lath and plaster was removed from the walls in order to fully expose the masonry and
surviving patches of medieval wall plaster behind (fig 3). Loose and crumbling medieval
plaster was consolidated and the wall paintings were conserved. Areas of plaster badly
discoloured by soot and dirt were painted over with ‘thin washes of a toned lime’ to reduce
the effect of the staining, and exposed masonry immediately adjacent to surviving medieval
plaster was repointed with lime plaster (Ballantyne no date).
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Fig 2 St Mary’s, Barnes: part of the south aisle shortly after the fire in 1978, looking south-west, with the arch of
the west tower on the right. Note the damaged monuments and lath and plaster on the south wall.

Fig 3 St Mary’s, Barnes: work in progress.
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Stone-by-stone elevations of the interior and exterior surfaces of the medieval walls and
of the inside face of the Tudor brick tower were drawn at a scale of 1:10. Details of mortars,
building materials and alterations were recorded on these drawings. In addition to the
elevations, the site archive mainly comprises context sheets, multi-context plans, black and
white photographs and colour slides.
Several small trenches excavated inside the church covered an area of 164m2 of the
medieval nave and 14m2 of the chancel (fig 5, trenches A–H, K, O, P, R and T). It was not
possible to excavate the area of the medieval altar. These areas had been extensively used
for burials, so that no medieval floors survived. Exposed burial vaults and brick-lined graves
were recorded, but were generally not opened – the exception being a brick-lined grave
belonging to the Byfield family, which was structurally unsound and had to be filled with
concrete. In addition, more than 60 burials were recorded in the church, some of which were
fully excavated. It was not possible, however, to retain any of the skeletons for osteological
analysis and all were reburied in the nave on 28 April 1981 after a private service.
Three small trenches in the churchyard (fig 5, trenches J, L, M) exposed the foundations
of the south wall of the church. One of these revealed the junction of the phase I church and
its western extension (phase II) (see below).
Summaries of the investigations were published, during and immediately after the fieldwork,
in the London Archaeologist (Richardson 1979, 264; 1980, 387–8; 1981, 48; 1982, 65; 1984, 390),
Medieval Archaeology (Webster & Cherry 1979, 257; 1980, 245; Youngs & Clark 1981, 198; 1982,
194; Youngs et al 1983, 196), bulletins of the Surrey Archaeological Society and the CBA Churches
Committee (McCracken 1980; 1981; 1983; Gravett & McCracken 1979) and very briefly in Surrey
Archaeological Collections (Bird et al 1980, 247; 1981, 153; 1983, 193). Phase plans based on an original
drawing by Scott McCracken were published in a survey of Surrey’s archaeology (Turner
1987, fig 9.7) and in the latest guide to the church (Brown & Grimwade1996, 5).
A total of 35 coffin plates found during the excavations are now displayed in the Kitson
Room in the church. All have either legible or mostly legible inscriptions, which were
recorded by Maisie Brown in 1991. Eighteen boxes of other finds from the excavation are
now stored at LAARC, half of which hold only ceramic building material (CBM). There are
also single boxes of stone (chalk), pottery, clay tobacco pipes, glass, registered finds, wood
and animal bone and shell, and two boxes that contain a mixture of artefacts including CBM,
pottery, glass, clay tobacco pipes, and metal and leather objects (Steve Tucker, pers comm).
During the preparation of this report the pottery and the building material were quickly
scanned. Selected building material was partly recorded on building material record sheets.
The material mainly comprises fragments of ceramic floor tile, roofing tile and brick, but
there are also a few pieces of stone and plaster and mortar mouldings. An assemblage of
nineteen coins, five jettons and a trade token from the site was identified and catalogued by
Richard Kelleher at the British Museum.
Textual conventions
To aid future research the conventions in this report generally follow those of the site archive.
The basic unit of reference is the context number, identified with the prefix ‘F’, for example
F61. Usually this would be a unique number given to each archaeological feature or stratum
representing a single action (such as a wall, layer, grave cut or coffin), although in the site
archive for St Mary’s sometimes two or three features have been given a single number. For
example, a grave and its associated skeleton and coffin might have just one number.
In the site archive all brick burial chambers are referred to as burial vaults, but here they are
described as either brick-lined graves or burial vaults – only the latter are large enough to
accommodate two coffins side by side (Litten 1991, 207). Medieval (pre-1500) monuments are
described in the text as are any post-medieval monuments relating to features recorded during
the excavation. Information about other post-medieval monuments (extant and lost) in the church
and churchyard is provided elsewhere (Anderson 1900, 72–7; Aubrey 1718; Dawson 1932).
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Fig 4 St Mary’s, Barnes: plan of the church at the time of the archaeological investigation showing the date of its main structural elements (scale 1:200).
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Fig 5 St Mary’s, Barnes: plan showing location of archaeological trenches (A–H, J–M, O, P, R, T) and principal archaeological features inside the
church and in the churchyard (scale 1:200).
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Following further research the archaeological sequence is now divided chronologically into
nine main building phases (I–IX; fig 6), rather than the eight (including the present church)
previously identified, so that with the inclusion of a new phase VI the old phases VI–VIII
have been renumbered VII–IX. The phases are mainly based on a combination of
stratigraphic relationships, architectural styles, building materials, documentary sources and
pictorial evidence.
All the ceramic fabric types mentioned in the text are represented in the fabric reference
collection, which is available for consultation in LAARC. For the purposes of this report,
coins and tokens have been given small find numbers that are identified within angled brackets
by the prefix S, for example <S1>.
Sources
Some aspects of the history of St Mary’s church relating to its origins, structural development
and monuments are discussed below. For more information about the later history of the
church and its environs the reader is directed to local histories by Anderson (1900; facsimile
edn 1983) and Brown (1997), and to county and regional surveys by Lysons (1810), Aubrey
(1718–19; facsimile edn 1974), Manning and Bray (1814) and Brayley (1850). Lysons knew
Barnes particularly well, as a curate of Mortlake in the 1780s and Putney in the 1790s.
Volume 4 of the Victoria County History of Surrey provides an authoritative account of Barnes
and its church with reference to primary sources (VCH 4, 3–8). The church and its history
are also described in successive guides by Muir (1957), Seeking (1985) and Brown and
Grimwade (1996), while Whale’s (1979) account of the rectors at Barnes views life at St Mary’s
from the wider perspective of the social and spiritual mores of an evolving Church of England.
Unpublished material kept at St Mary’s includes Lever’s (1950) account of St Mary’s, a
survey of inscriptions on monuments in the church and churchyard (Dawson 1932)
(particularly important as many are now lost), a report on the medieval architecture (Phillips
2002) and an inventory of the contents of the church (NADFAS 1992/4).
The parish records of St Mary’s are lodged at the Surrey History Centre (SHC), Woking.
In addition to baptism, marriage and burial registers they include vestry minutes for
1742–1935 that contain details of the condition of the church and of repairs and alterations
to the building.
Bound copies of the Barnes Parish Magazine (1877, 1893–5), The Parish Gazette (1896–1905)
and Barnes Monthly Parish Magazine (1907–29) are held by Richmond upon Thames Local
Studies Library. They contain occasional notes and articles concerning the church and its
monuments, including several relating to the enlargement of the building in 1904–6.
Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham, holds at least nineteen pictures (mostly prints) of St
Mary’s church, some dating to the second half of the 18th century and the 19th century,
most of which are in the Leslie Paton and Raymond Gill collections (Susan Lundgren, pers
comm, September 2009).
Lambeth Palace Library (LPL) holds various records relating to major building work at
St Mary’s in 1852, 1904–6 and 1907–8 and repairs in 1953–4. These include plans of the
Edwardian church originally submitted to the Incorporated Church Building Society (ICBS),
the main voluntary society for giving grants for church building (LPL: ICBS 10535 ff 1–56).
Historical and geographical setting of the church
TOPOGRAPHY

The church is founded on river terrace sand and gravel, and lies close to areas of alluvium
deposited by the Thames and the Beverley brook (BGS 1998). The latter is a small stream
less than 300m to the south. Terrace deposits revealed during excavations in the church
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Fig 6 St Mary’s, Barnes: the successive development phases (I–IX), showing the structural history of the church
from the first half of the 12th century to the present day. Note the unusual re-orientation of the main axis
in the 1982–4 rebuild.
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Fig 7 St Mary’s, Barnes: part of the south wall of the medieval nave, showing the flint wall and blocked
Romanesque arch of the original south door (phase I).

comprised yellow sand (F61) at 3.66 and 4.21m OD overlaid by a deposit of gravel (F81)
c 0.3m thick and brown sand (F249).
Soil horizons above the terrace deposits may have included a 0.39m-thick layer of
yellow/brown sand (F253) on which the west wall (F254) of the phase II church was built.
In trench E the foundation trench for the south wall of the church had been dug through a
0.22m-thick layer of red/brown soil (F138), which mainly comprised clay.
The locality is generally flat and low-lying; an Ordnance Survey benchmark on the south
wall of the church has a value of 6.17m OD, and the height of the adjacent road is 4.8m
OD. The church lies within a large looped meander of the Thames that comes within 550m
of the site to the west, but then sweeps away to the north towards Hammersmith.
ACTIVITY ON THE SITE BEFORE THE CHURCH

In trench E two gullies or ditches with U-shaped profiles were found cut into natural sand
below the south wall of the church (fig 7). One (F167) was 0.58m wide and 0.23m deep. The
other (F168) was 0.32m wide and up to 0.19m deep. These may have been prehistoric in
date as they produced no artefacts apart from a possible struck flint from F168. Certainly,
neither can be later in date than about the early 12th century as both underlie the earliest
part of the church.
THE ORIGINS OF BARNES AND THE EARLY HISTORY OF ITS CHURCH

Although not named, Barnes may have formed part of an estate at Wunemannedune
(Wimbledon) and Shene held by Theodred, Bishop of London, which is mentioned in his
will of c 950 (Birch 1885–93, no 1008; Sawyer 1968, no 1526; Whitelock 1955, no 106). The
first reliable reference to Barnes is in the scipmen list of c 1000, which apparently records a
levy on estates belonging to St Paul’s relating to the manning of a warship (Kelly 2004, 160–5,
193–5, 197–8). Accordingly, estates at Bærnun (Barnes) and at Ceswican (Chiswick) on the
opposite bank were expected to pay for the provision of one sailor between them.
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It is thought that the place-name Bærnun and its later variants Berne (1086), Berna (1181)
and Bernes (1222) derive from the Old English word bere-ærn meaning ‘barley house’, and
probably means the place by the barn (Gover et al 1934, 11–12; Mills 2001, 11–12). The
name may have been associated with the storage of produce from estates at Wimbledon and
East Sheen (Kelly 2004, 198).
Barnes is also mentioned in a charter purportedly of King Æthelstan (924–39) confirming lands
granted to the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s in London, including eight mansae (hides) at Berne
(Birch 1885–93, no 737; Gelling 1979, no 326; Sawyer 1968, no 453). The document is, however,
generally considered to be a forgery concocted by St Paul’s and Chertsey Abbey working in
collusion (Whitelock 1955, 339). The phrasing of the charter and the form in which the witnesses
are listed shows post-Conquest influence and suggests that it was probably compiled in the
late 11th or early 12th century to bolster claims to certain estates (Kelly 2004, 160–5).
According to Domesday Book the canons of St Paul’s held 8 hides at Barnes both before 1066
and at the time of the survey in 1086, and that the estate paid tax with the archbishop’s manor
at Mortlake before the Conquest and continued to do so (Wood & Morris 1975, 31.1). This was
their only estate in Surrey, for the canons mainly held land in Middlesex, Essex and Hertfordshire.
The settlement was modest, with ten villeins and four smallholders, and was valued at £6 before
1066 and at £7 in 1086 (ibid ). No mention is made of either a church or a priest at Barnes. This
does not necessarily mean that they did not exist, however, for in some counties Domesday Book
substantially under-recorded churches or even omitted them altogether (Blair 2005, 418).
Nevertheless, it seems unlikely that at this time the pastoral needs of Barnes, with a listed
population of fourteen and an estimated one of perhaps 65 (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 5–6),
would have been sufficient to warrant a church (Blair 1991, tables 12 and 13).
The earliest documentary references to a church at Barnes date to the late 12th century.
One is in a charter of Richard, Archbishop of Canterbury (1174–84), which granted to the
chapter of St Paul’s the parsonage of the church of Barnes (Gibbs 1939, 228, no 287). Another
is in a survey by the Dean of St Paul’s in 1181, which mentions the church and a priest (not
named), who received a tithe from the village and had a glebe of 9 acres of arable land, with
an acre of meadow (Hale 1858, 151). The church was next mentioned in 1184, when Pope
Lucius confirmed to St Paul’s appropriations of several churches including Barnes (Gibbs
1939, 177–8, no 223). It is referred to again in a charter of 1199, when Richard de
Northampton was appointed as priest in charge by the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s (Brown
& Grimwade 1996, 6).
In 1226 Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, confirmed the advowson of the
church of Barnes to the chapter of St Paul’s (Gibbs 1939, 228–9, no 288). There is a longheld tradition that while returning to Lambeth after the signing of Magna Carta at
Runnymede, Langton stopped at Barnes to consecrate its church (Brown & Grimwade 1996,
6; Brown 1997, 85). This might be apocryphal, but the enlargement of the church in the
early 13th century, including the addition of a chancel and new altar, may have prompted
the reconsecration of the building.
The structural sequence of the church
There were at least nine major phases of building at St Mary’s, Barnes (fig 6). The medieval
and early Tudor phases (I–III) have been mainly reconstructed from archaeological evidence
and surviving structures of those periods. Documentary, pictorial and cartographic evidence
plays an increasingly important role in reconstructing the development of the church from
the late 17th century to the present (phases IV–IX).
EARLY 12TH TO EARLY 13TH CENTURY (PHASE I)

From the archaeological evidence it seems that a stone church was probably established on
the site during the first half of the 12th century. Judging from the surviving masonry it

ST MARY’S CHURCH, BARNES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS, 1978–83

11

Fig 8 St Mary’s, Barnes: elevation of internal face of south wall, showing earliest wall with arched door (phase I), abutted by wall of chalk blocks (phase II)
and later features (scale 1:75).
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comprised a small rectangular building, possibly a little over 10m long, with an arched door
roughly in the middle of the south wall. The only surviving parts of this building are its south
wall (fig 7) and arguably a small fragment of its eastern return. The south wall was founded
on a thin bed of mortar laid directly on top of terrace gravel. At its base there was a single
course of stone poorly bonded with yellow mortar (F146), which extended out from the
internal face of the overlying wall about 0.2m. The wall above was mainly made of large
roughly shaped flints (F215), generally between 0.1 and 0.4m across, laid in fairly regular
courses and bonded with buff sandy mortar (fig 8).
Only the top of the south door survived, for lower down its stone jambs had been robbed
when the door was blocked. The surviving section of door, which is clearly visible on the
north side of the wall, comprises a rounded arch made of stone voussoirs. Part of the arch
can also be seen from the churchyard, although its external face is partially obscured by a
brick buttress. The door was dated to c 1100–1150 from the way the stones were cut and the
tool marks they bore, by Richard Halsey, Inspector of Ancient Monuments (Parish Newsletter
1979). The door was later blocked (see phase II), but in the course of the archaeological
investigation part of the infill was removed to the base of the surviving dressed stones and
inwards for about 0.5m, to reveal traces of painting on the underside of the arch that probably
dates to the late 12th century (see below).
Two large stones (F147–8; fig 5) on the west side of the chancel arch, projecting north
from the south wall, may have been the last remnant of the east wall of the church. They
were cut to the east by a pillar supporting the chancel arch. The lower of the two stones,
F147, rested on a thin bed of mortar.
The west and north walls of the phase I church were demolished as a prelude to
enlargements of the building undertaken in the early 13th and late 18th centuries respectively.
No evidence was found for their foundations, which may have been robbed for building stone
at the time of their demolition or, if not, would certainly have been truncated by later burials
and Victorian levelling that went down below the base of F215.
Painted plaster, by Ann Ballantyne
An area of wall to the east of the present south door was decorated, probably during the late
12th century, with a plain single-line masonry pattern. This was not however the first
decorating of the church, as there is badly burnt plaster beneath it (fig 9 and colour pl 1).
This single-line masonry pattern is also carried out inside the partially blocked Romanesque
doorway which has, at the front edge of the arch, painted blocks of imitation Purbeck
marbling in the form of alternate layers of yellow ochre with red ochre marbling and white
with umber marbling (colour pl 2). This would originally have been continued around and
onto the north face of the wall defining the arch of the door.
Churchyard burials
Evidence for the medieval cemetery was found to the west of the phase I church, where at
least three graves clearly antedate the phase II church. The graves were aligned east–west
and survived to depths of between 0.29 and 0.37m. One grave (F161) was found cut into the
natural sand (F61) beneath the north wall (F45) of phase II church (fig 5). It contained a
skeleton (F165) around which had been placed disarticulated bones from at least one earlier
burial, including a skull (F172), a mandible, a lower arm bone, a pelvis, two femora and two
lower leg bones (F173) (fig 10). Photographs show the skeleton was of an adult of
indeterminate sex, who had lost a molar in the right mandible during life. Its raised clavicles
may have been caused by the constriction of the corpse being tightly bound in a shroud or
winding sheet (Natasha Powers, MOLA, pers comm; see Gilchrist & Sloane 2005, 106–7).
The grave also produced two iron nails. The west ends of the other two graves, F251 and
F252 (fig 5), lay below the west wall (F254) of the phase II church. Only the middle parts of
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Fig 9 St Mary’s, Barnes: details of painted wall plaster on the south wall of the medieval nave; the single-line and
double-line masonry patterns date to the 12th and 14th centuries respectively (scale 1:25; elevation scale
1:75).
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Colour pl 1 St Mary’s, Barnes: detail of successive medieval wall painting to the west of the Romanesque arch
(bottom right). The single-line masonry pattern probably decorated the 12th century church.

graves were excavated, so that the skeletons they contained (F255 and F256) were only
partially exposed; their skulls and shoulders were inaccessible beneath the wall and their lower
legs and feet lay beyond the east side of trench O. All three skeletons were supine with their
heads to the west and legs extended. The right arm of skeleton F255 was flexed so that its
right hand rested on top of the right hip, but otherwise the arms of the skeletons were extended
by the side. None appears to have been interred in a coffin. Grave F252 produced a small
and very abraded potsherd from the rim of a greyware jar, probably dating to the 13th or
early 14th century ( Jacqueline Pearce, pers comm).
An undated skeleton (F281) partially exposed in trench P might also have been of medieval
date as it was in line with the grave F165 to the south. Only part of its left shoulder and arm
and the ends of three ribs were revealed. There was no evidence for a coffin.
EARLY 13TH TO LATE 15TH CENTURY (PHASE II)

Chancel
This phase witnessed the construction of a chancel (now the Langton chapel) at the east end
of the phase I church (fig 11). It was c 7.5m long and 5m wide, slightly narrower than the
nave (see below). In its east wall are three lancet windows, a characteristic of Early English
Gothic, which suggests an early 13th century date for this phase. Originally the sill of the
middle light was higher than those of its neighbours, but was lowered during Victorian
restoration (phase VII).
The south wall of the chancel was built in a trench cut into a soil horizon of clayey sand
(F138) which, according to field records, produced a sherd of ‘medieval pottery’ (now missing).
Its footings and core (F154) were made of chalk bonded with sandy mortar. Notable features
in the wall above the modern floor level may have included the eastern window with a
recessed area beneath. The latter may possibly have been the remains of sedilia antedating
the window, although this is perhaps unlikely given its location so close to the east end of the
church. The window comprises a pointed arch with two main trefoil-headed lights with a
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Colour pl 2 St Mary’s, Barnes: medieval wall painting in arch of doorway, intended to simulate marble (0.5m
scale).

multi-foil. This appears to have been extensively repaired, probably during the Victorian
restoration and enlargement of the church in the 1850s. Nevertheless, medieval painted
decoration survived on its soffit (see below).
The north wall of the chancel was demolished during an enlargement of the church in the
19th century, but a segment of its foundations (F113) was found in trench D (fig 5). This had
been truncated by later structures to the north, east and west, and was 1.59m long, 0.6m
wide and 0.27m high. It comprised a single course of chalk blocks set in mortar resting on
a layer of small chalk fragments only 10–20mm thick. Although nothing of the wall survived
above ground level, we know something of its appearance from documentary sources and
pictorial evidence. The latter includes a drawing of 1773 by Hieronymus Grimm (Brown
1997, fig 7) and another of apparently slightly later date that must have been drawn before
the construction of the Hoare family chapel in 1777 (fig 12). Both drawings show two small
windows with pointed arches high up in the north wall of the chancel. These were described
in the early 19th century as being ‘of the architecture of the time of Richard I’ (1157–99)
(Manning & Bray 1814, 321), although judging from the drawings an early 13th century date
would seem more likely and would be consistent with the dating of the triple lancet in the
east wall.
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Colour pl 3 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of the internal face of the south wall, showing the phase II wall cutting the
phase I wall, looking south.

Nave
During this phase the original west wall of the church was demolished and the nave extended
westwards by the extension of the north and south walls and the construction of a new west
wall, all of which were evidently of the same build. This work was probably (though not
necessarily) contemporaneous with the construction of the chancel in the early 13th century.
Indeed, the presence of an abraded sherd of greyware in a grave (F252) partly overlaid by
the new west wall might suggest a construction date in the late 13th or 14th century. The
sherd was, however, very small and not easy to identify, and given its context it could have
been intrusive.
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Fig 10 St Mary’s, Barnes: medieval grave F161 exposed after the partial removal of the foundations of the north
wall (F45) of the phase II church (top centre) (2m scale).
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Fig 11 St Mary’s, Barnes: the medieval chancel viewed from the nave, looking east.

The south entrance to the church was probably established in its present location either
during or soon after the extension of the nave, possibly in order to maintain its central position
in the south wall. The original arched doorway was then blocked with fragments of chalk,
flint and Reigate stone bonded with a pinkish mortar. This may have occurred in the second
half of the 13th century or early 14th century as the masonry infill also included a fragment
of ‘Westminster’ floor tile. The latter had been scored for halving to fit a floor pattern, but
the fact that it was not snapped in two suggests that it was never laid.
The new section of south wall (F212) butted against the original flint wall (F215) (fig 7). It
too was founded directly on river terrace gravel, but it was more substantial and its
foundations were 0.36m deeper (colour pl 3). The footings, which stepped out 0.17m from
the north face of the overlying wall, were built in a 0.42m-deep construction trench (F213).
The internal face of the new south wall was made mainly of very large roughly squared
blocks of chalk laid in courses with smaller pieces of flint and roughly hewn stone randomly
packed around them and bonded with mortar (fig 13). Most of the pieces of chalk were
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Fig 12 St Mary’s, Barnes: drawing of the north side of the church in the mid-1770s, attributed to L H Gormason.

between 0.2 and 0.6m across, but a few were more than 0.8m across. The external face of
the wall was of flint and stone (fig 14).
The remains of the new west wall (F254) of the nave were seen in the west side of trench
O, and were exposed across the full width of the nave (5.76m). The wall was founded on
natural sand (F61) and a possible medieval soil horizon comprising yellow/brown sand (F253).
It also overlay the west ends of two graves of the phase I churchyard (see above). It was
identical in construction to the south wall, comprising large blocks of chalk set in white mortar.
Generally the masonry survived only to a height of 0.47m, having been truncated during the
construction of the west tower (phase III). However, a narrow strip in the north-west corner
of the nave, surviving above ground level, had on its face remnants of medieval plaster (see
below).
Only the truncated footings of the north wall (F45, fig 5) of the phase II church survived,
for the rest of the wall had been removed during enlargements of the church in the late 18th
century. The wall foundation, found in trenches B, C and F at the west end of the nave, had
been built in construction trench F163. It was made of roughly squared chalk, the larger
blocks in the lower courses, bonded with hard mortar. The surviving stretch of foundation
was just over 4m long and 1m wide, and overlay grave F161 (above). It stopped abruptly at
about the point where the phase 1 north wall should have been. None of the latter survived,
presumably because its foundations had been shallower.
At the time of the fire in 1978 the medieval nave possessed the earliest roof in the church
(fig 15). The following year Ken Gravett described it as follows:
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Fig 13 St Mary’s, Barnes: the south-west corner of the medieval nave, where the 13th century chalk wall F212
(centre) is abutted by the late 15th century brick tower (right) (2m scale).

It consisted of coupled rafters with collars, and braces to the collars, but no purlins. Since
it was fixed over stone walls, the feet of the rafters had ashlar-pieces and there were two
parallel wall plates on each side. The collars and braces had mortice and tenon joints
and there was a continuous hollow chamfer along the lower edges of each collar, each
brace, the lower parts of each rafter and the inner faces of the ashlar-pieces. It was
entirely of oak and there were two tie beams. Such a roof occurs from the early thirteenth
century onwards, but the proportions and the chamfer suggest an early fifteenth-century
date and this is confirmed by the deep hollow and half-round mouldings on the surviving
fragments of the original front wall plate (Gravett & McCracken 1979)
During the archaeological investigation the roof timbers were taken down and recorded.
Of the 33 timbers examined at least eight, and possibly nine, had carpenters’ marks in the
form of modified Roman numerals, all of which were located near joints (fig 16). This followed
the customary practice of scratching or inscribing marks into the upper faces of individual
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Fig 14 St Mary’s, Barnes: the external face of south wall of the medieval nave west of the porch (far right). The
small stone masonry of the 12th century church can be seen (right), with the larger stone masonry of the
13th century western extension (wall F212) below and to the left of the window. The latter was probably
inserted or substantially restored in the Victorian era.

members of prefabricated roof trusses so that they could be easily identified for reassembly.
Some of the roof timber was later used to make the altar and candlesticks now in the Langton
Chapel (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 16–17) and the rest was discarded.
A section cut from one of the tie beams was submitted to the Ancient Monuments
Laboratory for dendrochronological dating. The timber sample (BRN-A01) was analysed in
2009 and provided a sequence of 131 tree-rings which, despite comparison with reference
data held by the University of Sheffield Dendrochronology Laboratory and Nottingham Treering Dating Laboratory, could not be satisfactorily cross-matched (Arnold & Howard 2009).
Monument
The earliest recorded monument in the church was that of William Millebourne (d. 1415),
which comprised a brass on a slab. Engraved on the brass was the figure of a man fully clad
in armour with hands together in an attitude of prayer (fig 17; Aubrey 1975, 92; Manning
& Bray 1814, 321). Beneath the figure was the inscription:
Hic jacet Willielmus Millebourne Armiger, qui obit in die Sancte Luce Evangeliste, Ao
Dom. MCCCCXV. Quisquis eris qui transieris, sta, perlege’ plora, sum quod eris,
fueram quod es, pro me precor ora
Apparently the brass originally lay near the south-east corner of the medieval chancel, for
Aubrey (1975, 92) describes it as being ‘on the south side of the altar, within the rails’.
However, it had disappeared by the late 18th century, when Lysons states that its site was
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‘near the communion table, before the chancel was new floored’ (Lysons 1792, 17). This
suggests that the brass was possibly lost in c 1757, when the chancel was re-floored (Brown
& Grimwade 1996, 13), although it may have been removed during extensive building work
in 1777–86 (phase IV) or 1786 (phase V) (Maisie Brown, pers comm; Stephenson 1912, 51).
Painted plaster, by Ann Ballantyne
On the surviving narrow strip of west wall, by the north-west corner of the nave, there are
a few fragments of a c 14th century masonry pattern. A larger fragment survives on the south
wall of the nave, near the south-west corner of the church (colour pl 4).
On the south wall of the nave to the east of the present door and above the 12th century
decoration (see above) there are three layers of 14th century double-line masonry pattern.
The first two layers were applied before a thick re-rendering of the surface was carried out
in order to straighten up the face of the wall. This replastering also has 14th century doubleline masonry pattern.
Further east, just inside the chancel, the exposed corner of an early window appears to
have had three periods of painting. The first is again imitation Purbeck marbling. Then two
periods of the double-lined masonry pattern are represented, the earlier of which was carried
out over the floor of the windowsill.
The soffit of the eastern window in the south wall of the chancel has 14th century masonry
pattern of double lines with stencilled flowers of six petals, all in ‘salmon’ pink (F259; not
illustrated). This plaster was badly burnt in the fire and, even after careful, thorough cleaning,
has remained blackened.
There is a very small fragment of painted plaster in the south-east corner of the medieval
chancel, only a few square inches in size. On the east wall of the chancel there is some more
plaster darkened by the fire. Apparently these very blackened areas of painted plaster were
visible before the fire, whereas the other painted decoration was largely preserved by the fact
that it had not been uncovered before the fire and was therefore protected by covering layers
of lime wash. The painted decoration on the east wall above the three lancet windows, found
during repairs in 1956 (Seeking 1985), is again probably of late 14th century date and takes
the form of a stylised vine scroll around the window. Then there are two parallel red lines
with white dots in them and a wavy line between them defining the line of the roof timbers
as they were in the 14th century. There is another small section of the double-line masonry
pattern on the north splay of the middle lancet window.
Medieval building material, by Ian M Betts
‘Westminster’ floor tile
Fabrics: 2199, 3081 (Betts 2002, 11)
There are numerous fragments of London-made ‘Westminster’ floor tile, which suggests they
covered an extensive floor area. Tiles of this type were originally believed to date to the second
half of the 13th century (Betts 2002, 25), but their probable use in the Guildhall chapel built
between 1298 and c 1350 (Betts 2007, 432) suggests production continued into the early years
of the 14th century. Tiles of ‘Westminster’ type were widely used in parish churches and
monastic buildings in the London area.
There are four decorated ‘Westminster’ tiles from the site. Two are too worn and small
to identify the design, but the designs on the others can be distinguished. These are Betts
(2002) design types: W11 – showing some sort of animal (from rubble (F1) beneath the floor
in trench E) and W73 – with a fleur-de-lis pattern (grave fills (F246) in trench O). The other
decorated examples come from rubble layer F1 and redeposited natural sand and gravel
(F120) in trench B. The tile decorated with the fleur-de-lis is somewhat unusual in having
the design picked out in pink rather than the more usual white slip.
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Fig 15 St Mary’s, Barnes: reconstruction of a section of the nave roof (extract from GLC ILEA Dept of Architecture and Civic Design, St Mary, Barnes,
Richmond: roof details, sections and part plan, drawing no 1; copy in site archive)
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Fig 16 St Mary’s, Barnes: carpenters’ marks on timbers from the nave roof (scale 1:5).

The plain tiles mainly have either a dark green or brown glaze, but at least one yellow
glazed tile (from grave F86 in trench C) is present along with a tile with lighter green glaze
above a white slip (F1, trench O).
Some of the dark green and brown glazed tiles are triangular in shape. They were made
by scoring square tiles prior to firing, then snapping them in half after the firing process. One
tile (‘from infill of door’) has a scored top, but was never split into two. Pavements of
‘Westminster’ tiles were often set at a 45° angle to the walls, so triangular tiles were needed
where the tiles met the wall edge, and on bordered lines of plain tiles set parallel to the wall
edges, as in the Muniment Room at Westminster Abbey (Betts 2002, 33, fig 13).
The ‘Westminster’ tiles from the site are generally quite small, around 104–114mm square
by 23–27mm thick. Small sized ‘Westminster’ tiles tended to be predominant in the later
period of ‘Westminster’ tile production, so the tile from St Mary’s could belong to the later
13th century or early years of the 14th century.
Certain plain glazed ‘Westminster’ tiles have been made with finer clay (fabric 3081),
similar to that used to make high-quality floor tiles of Chertsey/Westminster type. These tiles
are identical in every other respect to the other ‘Westminster’ tiles present so it seems unlikely
that they were made by the Chertsey/Westminster tilers. But it does imply they are from a
separate, perhaps later phase of ‘Westminster’ tile production. Some other ‘Westminster’ tiles
are somewhat unusual in having a partly smoothed base.
Penn floor tiles
Fabric: 2894 (Betts 2002, 11)
Only a handful of Penn tiles were recovered, suggesting that they only paved a relatively small
area of the church. Tiles of this type, from the village of Penn in Buckinghamshire, were used
extensively in London and other sites along the lower Thames Valley. They, too, were often
used in parish churches and monastic buildings, as well as in the Tower of London and royal
residences such as Windsor Castle. The majority of Penn tiles were used in London between
1350 and 1390, and the examples from St Mary’s probably date to this period.
The vast majority of Penn tiles used in London are decorated. The same is probably true
of the examples from St Mary’s, although we will never know for certain as all have had their
top surface completely removed by wear. These worn tiles measure 107–113mm square; there
is no indication as to their original thickness.
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Fig 17 St Mary’s, Barnes: engraving of 1792 of brass from the tomb of William Millebourne (died 1415), published
in Lysons (Guildhall Library, City of London; now held in London Metropolitan Archives (LMA), cat no
K1307835).

Low Countries tiles
Fabric: 2504 (Smith 2004, 330)
Medieval tiles from the Low Countries are often characterised by very small white calcium
carbonate inclusions in the clay matrix, and the tiles from the site are no exception. Most
are highly worn, with glaze only surviving on the tile edges. They measure around 26mm in
thickness. There is only one tile with a complete breadth (trench B F63), this measures 158mm
in breadth. This is slightly larger than most other medieval Low Countries tiles used in
London, which are similar in size to English tiles of ‘Westminster’ and Penn type, so its date
is uncertain, although it is probably late medieval.
Peg roofing tile
Fabric: 2271 (Smith 2004, 330)
A few fragments of medieval peg tile are present, some of which have brown coloured splash
glaze. These have the usual two round nail holes near the top edge. On the St Mary’s tiles
these measure 12mm in diameter. These roofing tiles were almost certainly made at a tilery
situated close to London.
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Painted ashlar
A block of hard chalk from infill of the Romanesque arched door has a semi-circular red
painted line (9mm wide) on one surface.
Stone paving
Found associated with medieval and early post-medieval floor tile in trench E, was a fragment
of Purbeck Marble paving. This has a cut vertical edge and a worn smoothed top surface.
No base survives, so its original thickness is unknown.
Medieval pottery
A total of nine sherds of medieval pottery were recovered. Only one came from a feature
dated to the medieval period. This was a small fragment of rim from a greyware jar probably
of 13th or early 14th century date, which was found in grave F252 (see phase I). The other
eight sherds (98g) were found in areas disturbed by either later grave digging or construction
work, and are therefore residual. All are of wares commonly used in the region during the
medieval period. They include two sherds of coarse Surrey-Hampshire border ware (CBW)
dated to c 1270–c 1500 from trench E. One was part of a cooking pot with a bifid rim, while
the other was from a biconical jug with external glaze. The remaining sherds came from
trenches J and L in the churchyard and comprise two of CBW, dated to c 1270–c 1350, three
of Kingston-type ware (KING), dated to c 1230–c 1400, and one of London-type ware with
white slip decoration (LOND WSD) dated c 1240–c 1350. All were from jugs apart from one
sherd of Kingston-type ware of indeterminate form.
Medieval coin, by Richard Kelleher
The earliest coin from the site is a silver farthing of Edward I, which was recovered from a
grave (F76) in trench A.
<S1> Silver coin, (F76)
Edward I (1272–1307), Class 1–3b, farthing, London mint.
0.27g. North 2006, nos 1051/1–1053/1.
Owing to the fact that there was no comprehensive recoinage after 1279, silver coins could
potentially remain in circulation up to the reign of Henry VIII when his 1544 debasement
effectively drove out the good silver. In the case of halfpennies and farthings, this longevity
does not seem to have been as much of a problem and dating the deposition dates of the
‘small change’ is more straightforward. This coin was probably lost/deposited by 1350. A
small number of graves have been excavated with medieval coins found associated, two
Edward I farthings came from a grave at the village of Hatch in Hampshire (Fasham & Keevill
1995, 81), a farthing of Edward III from a grave at Bowthorpe, Norfolk (Beazley & Ayers
2001, 86), an Edward I penny from Tavistock Abbey, Devon (Stead 1999, 156–7) and an
Edward III halfpenny from St Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury (Sherlock & Woods1988, 66).
LATE 15TH CENTURY TO 1777 (PHASE III)

The west tower
The tower at the west end of the church has been variously dated to c 1420 (VCH 2, 458),
1480 (Muir 1957), the latter end of the 15th century, if not later (Anderson 1900, 24; Lysons
1810, 11), the late 16th century (VCH 4, 6) and the 16th/17th centuries (Cherry & Pevsner
2002, 468; Nairn et al 1971, 102). It is now generally thought that the tower was built during
the last quarter of the 15th century (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 6). Certainly, a reference to
a steeple at Barnes in 1552 (see below), although inaccurate in that the church never had a
spire, suggests that the tower was built before the mid-16th century.
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It is largely built of red brick laid in English bond. Originally all of its quoins and dressings
were of stone, but by the early 19th century the soft stone was ‘much crumbled’ (Lysons 1810,
11; Manning & Bray 1814, 321), so that in the late 1830s the most weathered masonry was
replaced with brickwork finished with cement facings (phase V).
The tower is square in plan and about 17.4m high. It is in two stages with a parapet, which
are separated by string courses. On the west side of the tower there is a large window with
a four-centred arch in the lower stage and a small rectangular louvred window just above
the string course separating the two stages. Higher up there are four large rectangular louvred
windows, one on each side of the tower, at the level of the belfry. The tower also has a canted
stair turret projecting from its south side, near the south-east corner. The turret, which
contains a stone spiral stair, rises just above the top of the tower in order to give access to
the roof as well to the belfry. It has four small rectangular lights on its south side.
During the archaeological investigation it was observed that the east wall of the tower was
built directly on top of the foundations of the truncated west wall of the phase II nave (F254),
and that its north-east corner was keyed into the only section of the medieval west wall that
survived above ground level.
The earliest surviving references to bells in the church relate to payments made in 1548
and 1549 for the various repairs, and three bells ‘in the steple’ (sic) are listed in an inventory
of the commissioners of Edward VI in December 1552 (Freeman 1997, 1). These were
probably replaced by the three oldest surviving bells, which were made in 1575, 1616 and
1667 respectively (ibid, 2; Anderson 1900, 64–5; Stahlschmidt 1884, 129).
The nave
During this phase, probably at about the time the tower was erected, the upper part of the
adjacent south wall of the nave was either rebuilt or heightened in red brick, laid largely (but
not exclusively) in English bond to a height of sixteen courses (0.96m). An external buttress
was also built on the south wall at the junction of the 12th century church and the 13th
century chancel (Seeking 1985), presumably to provide additional support to the wall, perhaps
following the insertion of larger windows. The brick and stone base of the buttress (F234)
was exposed in trench L.
Both the tower and the earlier medieval nave are clearly depicted in the earliest known
picture of the church – an engraving by Jean Baptiste Claude Chatelain dated to the mid18th century, and published in Lysons’ Environs of London (fig 18). The porch is shown with
a pitched roof. The chancel is partly obscured by a yew tree in the churchyard, which also
appears in later pictures and survives to this day. Part of the rectory can be seen to the left
of the church.
Chancel
The western window in the south wall of the chancel was probably inserted in the 16th
century (VCH 4, 6). It is in Perpendicular style consistent with this date, and comprises three
uncusped lights under a depressed arch. It may have been about this time that the three lancet
windows at the east end of the chancel were blocked and plastered over, although this could
have been done at a later date – perhaps, for example, in the 18th century as a rejection of
the Gothic style on aesthetic grounds (Nicolas Phillips, pers comm). Certainly they had been
blocked by the late 18th century, for they do not appear in pictures dated to about the mid1770s (fig 12) and 1793 (fig 19), which show instead a small square window just below the
top of the gable.
Painted plaster, by Ann Ballantyne
On wall at the west end of the nave, on the south side of the tower arch, there is some postreformation text in black letter script (not illustrated), which is likely to be 17th century in date.
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Fig 18 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of church in c 1750 looking north-east. Engraving on paper by Jean Baptiste Claude
Chatelain, published in Lysons (Guildhall Library, City of London, now held in LMA, cat no K1307829).

Monument
A brass formerly located on a slab near the north-east corner of the medieval chancel probably
marked the burial place of Nicholas Clerk (d. 28 March 1480), who was the rector of the
church from 7 May 1477. It lay on the ‘north side’ [of the altar], and was engraved with the
figure of priest praying (Aubrey 1975, 93; Manning & Bray 1814, 321). Above the figure and
either side of him was the word Osanna, and underneath him was the following inscription:
Hic jacet Dominus Nicholaus Clerk quondam Rector hujus Ecclesie ac Rector Ecclesie
Parochialis de Grantesden parva in Com. Cantabr. Qui obiit XXVIII die Marcii Ao
Dom. MCCCCLXXX. cujus anima in aeterna requiescat, Amen
The inscription was lost by the time of Manning and Bray’s account, although the brass
plate remained. However, this too subsequently disappeared – probably during restoration
work in 1852 (phase VII). The slab may have been moved at this time to the north aisle,
where, in 1886, it lay close to the vestry door (Stephenson 1912, 48). It was later lost –
probably during the Edwardian enlargement of the church (Gill 1974). The brass was missing
for many years, but was eventually identified as a plate that had been given to St Peter’s
church, Clapham in 1912 by a Mrs Marshall (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 13; Gill 1974).
Apparently it had been in her husband’s collection.
Brick-lined grave of the Byfield family
A brick-lined grave belonging to the Byfield family (F135) was found at the east end of trench
E (fig 5). It was opened because it was in danger of collapse and needed to be filled with
concrete. It was aligned east–west and externally it was 2.57m long and 1.24m wide. Its
internal dimensions were 2.14 by 0.82m. Its depth was not established as the base of the grave
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was covered by collapsed coffin debris. Its walls were made of soft red brick laid in English
bond. The grave was sealed by ‘concrete’ slabs, suggesting that it had been opened when the
chancel platform was constructed.
The grave contained two coffins of triple shell type (the lead shells of both were visible), one
stacked upon the other. The lead shell of the upper coffin (F177) was in good
condition, but the wooden outer coffin was badly decayed. The latter had been covered in
cloth secured by copper alloy upholstery studs set at 0.12m intervals around the edges of the
coffin. A rectangular coffin plate (F174) attached to the outer coffin had a raised decorative
border of flowers, with the inscription ‘Edwd Byfield Esq Died 23d:Nov r 1774 In his 86th
y r’ on a raised shield. There were also lid motifs comprising a flaming urn and a pair of angels
holding a crown (a glory). The coffin plate and lid motifs were recorded as brass, but
were probably of tin-dipped iron (Adrian Miles, MOLA, pers comm). The lead shell was of
‘shoe box’ type. A lead plate attached to it bore the inscription ‘Ed Byfield Esq Died 23rd Nov.
1774 In his 86th y r’. The lower coffin had bowed slightly under the weight of Edward Byfield’s
coffin. It was almost certainly that of his wife, Elizabeth, who had died four years earlier.
A memorial to Edward Byfield Esq and Elizabeth his wife was placed near their grave.
Anderson (1900, 74) describes it thus: ‘over a plain marble urn on the south wall near the
chancel is inscribed “In memory of Edward Byfield Esq and Elizabeth his wife many years
inhabitants of this parish He died 23 Nov 1774 aged 85 [86 according to the coffin plate]
She died Nov. 9, 1770 aged 77” ’.
Early post-medieval building material, by Ian M Betts
Low Countries floor tiles
Fabrics: 1977 (Betts 1990, 228), 2318, 2850, 3063, 3076 (Smith 2004, 330), 3080 (Orange,
light grey. Frequent large creamy ‘grog’ inclusions (up to 16.0mm), common red iron
oxide (up to 2.0mm) and small quartz (up to 0.2mm). Fairly rare. Low Countries fabric)
A large number of Low Countries floor tiles were recovered from the site. Many of these are
fragmentary and highly worn, so it is sometimes uncertain whether they were glazed or
unglazed. Some tiles have been worn to approximately half their original thickness before
being discarded.
All the Low Countries tiles are in silty fabric types, which first appeared in London around
c 1480. Many of these still have glaze adhering, suggesting a date of 1480–1600. From the
17th century onwards, Low Countries tiles were not normally glazed, their place being taken
by decorated tin-glazed examples from the Netherlands and London.
The glazed examples (fabrics 1977, 2850, 3063, 3076, 3080) measure 24–31mm in
thickness and have incomplete length/breadth measurements up to 202mm. They have
brown, green, yellow and mottled yellow and green glazes. Some of the tiles have remains
of round nail holes while others appear to have been squarer in shape (? x 1.5mm). The tiles
would have been laid in the church in a chequerboard pattern, with the dark green and brown
examples alternating with the yellow glazed tiles.
There is only one definite unglazed example (fabric 2318) which comes from F15 in trench
B. This measures 28mm in thickness. Another tile (trench O, F246, fabric 2850), which may
well be unglazed measures 251mm in breadth by 30mm in thickness.
Possible Low Countries floor tile
Fabric: 1813 (Betts 1990, 228)
There are numbers of floor tiles made with sandy clay (fabric 1813). These tiles, which
measure 30mm thick, may also be Low Countries imports, although from a different
production source to those of the silty type. They seem to be a mixture of earlier glazed
examples (trench E, F142) and later unglazed tiles (trench B, F248).
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Peg roofing tile
Fabrics: 2271-variant with scattered cream inclusions, 2276, 2586, 2816 (Smith 2004, 330)
About 1480, at the same time as the introduction of silty Low Countries floor tiles, London
tile-makers began to make peg roofing tile of a more uniform thickness than their medieval
counterparts. These tiles are no longer glazed.
Many of the peg tiles from St Mary’s appear to be of post-1480 date. Although unglazed,
they are still of two round nail hole type (9–13mm diameter). None is complete, but there
are a few partly complete examples measuring 150–154mm in breadth by 11–14mm in
thickness.
Coins, by Richard Kelleher
Coins from St Mary’s dating to this period principally consist of copper farthing tokens of
the 17th century, of which fifteen were examined by the author <S3>–<S17>. In addition,
a copper coin identified on the find label as a Charles I farthing was recovered from burial
deposits (F248) in trench O, but it was not submitted for study and it is not included in the
catalogue (below).
The earliest coin of this period is a silver penny of Elizabeth I <S2> from a layer of earth
(F200) in trench H that had been disturbed by burials. The latest coin is a William and Mary
copper halfpenny <S18> from a deposit of sand and gravel (F66) in trench A. Coins of this
type are fairly common in post-medieval occupation deposits, and they circulated well into
the early 18th century alongside those of Anne and the Georgian issues. This coin is fairly
worn and is probably a loss from the first half of the 18th century.
The non-coin objects comprise an English trade token <S20> and five Nuremberg jettons
(<S21>–<S25>). By the mid-17th century the farthing tokens of James I and Charles I had
become discredited by over-issue and counterfeiting, and had ceased to be produced and used.
Since the Commonwealth did not address the problem of small change, a vast array of tokens
was issued by private individuals between 1648 and 1679 for use as small change. The obverse
usually names the issuer, with some indication of his or her trade, and the reverse shows the
town of manufacture. Most 17th century private tokens are found relatively close to the place
of issue, as is the case here.
A French coin <S19>, also from F66 in trench A, is something of an anomaly. French
coins are known in England in small quantities but they did not find much use in circulation.
Jettons, or reckoning counters, were used principally for making calculations. The
Nuremberg guildmasters became the central figures in the production of millions of jettons
in the 16th and 17th centuries. Their quantity and condition suggest that the circulation of
individual pieces was relatively brief and they are likely to have been lost quite soon after
production and distribution.
England and Britain
<S2> Silver coin, (F200)
Elizabeth I (1558–1603), third issue, penny, initial mark
– woolpack (1594–95/6)
London mint, 0.40g. North 2006, no 2017.
Under Elizabeth I the standard of the silver coinage
had recovered to something like its pre-debasement
level. This meant that later 16th century silver coins
often survived in circulation over several decades.
Elizabethan coins survived in circulation as late as 1696,
when a great recoinage under William III reminted
most of the existing currency into new coinage. The
exact date of loss for this penny could be as late as the
end of the 17th century though by its condition a date
in the early 17th century is most likely.

<S3> Copper-alloy coin, (F15) (2)
James I (1603–25), farthing token, Lennox type 3b,
initial mark – flower
0.59g. North 2006, no 2134.
<S4> Copper-alloy coin, (F200) (3)
James I (1603–25), farthing token, Lennox type 3c,
initial mark – lion passant
0.44g. North 2006, no 2135.
<S5> Copper-alloy coin, (F1) (1)
James I (1603–25), farthing token, Lennox type 3c,
initial mark – rose
0.83g. North 2006, no 2135.
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<S6> Copper-alloy coin, (F1) (2)
James I (1603–25), farthing token, Lennox type 3c,
initial mark – uncertain
0.50g. North 2006, no 2135.
<S7> Copper-alloy coin, (F77)
James I (1603–25), farthing token, Lennox type 3d,
initial mark – tun
0.58g. North 2006, no 2136.
<S8> Copper-alloy coin, (F150)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’
type 1c, initial mark – bell
0.25g. North 2006, no 2277.
<S9> Copper-alloy coin, (F150)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’
type 1c, initial mark – bell
0.43g. North 2006, no 2277.
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0.48g. North 2006, no 2281.
<S17> Copper-alloy coin, (F246)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Rose type 3a, initial
mark – crescent (c 1639–43)
0.77g. North 2006, no 2292.
<S18> Copper-alloy coin, (F66) (4)
William and Mary (1688–94), copper halfpenny, 1694
10.90g. Spink 2009, no 3452.

France
<S19> Copper-alloy coin, (F66) (2)
Double Tournois (?)
1.22g. Extremely worn.

Tokens and jettons

<S10> Copper-alloy coin, (F73)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’
type 1c, initial mark – bell
0.42g. North 2006, no 2277.

<S20> Copper-alloy trade token, (F246) (1)
Halfpenny token of Charles Goodwin of Barnes,
Vintner.
1.21g. Williamson 1891, 1114, Barnes 5.

<S11> Copper-alloy coin, (F72)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’
type 1c, initial mark – horseshoe
0.43g. North 2006, no 2277.

<S21> Copper-alloy jetton, (F118)
Wolf Laufer, master 1554, died 1601, Nuremburg
jetton, rose/orb type
0.70g. Mitchiner 1891, no 1675.

<S12> Copper-alloy coin, (F79/F82) Two parts of the
same coin
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’,
initial mark – uncertain
0.19g. North 2006, no 2275–8. Broken in two and bent.

<S22> Copper-alloy jetton, (F200) (2)
Egidius Krauwinckel, first recorded master 1570, died
1613. Nuremburg jetton, rose/orb type,
1.42g. Mitchiner 1891, no 1450.

<S13> Copper-alloy coin, (F66) (3)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Richmond ‘round’,
initial mark – uncertain
0.32g. North 2006, no 2275–8.

<S23> Copper-alloy jetton, (F15) (3)
Hans Krauwinckel II, master from 1586, died 1635,
Nuremburg jetton, rose/orb type,
0.61g. Mitchiner 1891, no 1534. Reverse legend
GOTTES.GABEN.SOL.MAN LOB.

<S14> Copper-alloy coin, (F140)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Maltravers ‘round’
type 3b
0.42g. North 2006, no 2281.
<S15> Copper-alloy coin, (F66) (1)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Maltravers ‘round’
type 3b, initial mark – martlet both sides
0.55g. North 2006, no 2281.

<S24> Copper-alloy jetton, (F200) (4)
Anonymous late 16th–early 17th century Nuremburg
jetton, rose/orb type without legend
1.20g. Cf Mitchiner 1891, nos 1463–9.
<S25> Copper-alloy jetton, (F66) (5)
Nuremberg stock jetton, Lion of St Mark/Orb.
3.85g. Cf Mitchiner 1891, nos 1110–1112, but with
different legends.

<S16> Copper-alloy coin, (F15)
Charles I (1625–49), farthing token, Maltravers ‘round’
type 3b, initial mark – martlet both sides

1777 TO 1786 (PHASE IV)

Hoare family chapel and vault
In 1777 Richard Hoare was granted a faculty to take down the north wall of the medieval
nave and erect a chapel with a burial vault beneath both for the exclusive use of the Hoare
family. The vestry minutes for 26 April 1777 record that the footprint of the new chapel would
take up an area of the churchyard ‘extending from the east side of the large buttress and
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Colour pl 4 St Mary’s, Barnes: detail of the double-line masonry pattern with stencilled flowers of six petals dated
to c 14th century.

Colour pl 5 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of the brick burial vault of the Hoare family, looking north-west (2m scales).
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Colour pl 6 St Mary’s, Barnes: engraving of the church by P Simonau, looking north (from Cracklow 1979,
fig 10).
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Colour pl 7 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of the ‘south range’ of the church in 2010, looking north.

running eastward, 17ft 6in [5.33m], and from the outside wall on the north side of the church
towards the north 19ft [5.79m]’ (SHC: P6/3/2, 63). The chapel is shown in a picture of
c 1793 with tall square pinnacles rising from the top of the north-east and north-west corners
and an arched window high up in the gable end on the north side (fig 19).
The Hoare family were among the most notable and influential parishioners in Barnes
between 1750 and 1827, when they held the lease of the manor house – Barn Elms (VCH 4,
5; Brown 1997, 38). They were also important patrons of St Mary’s church. Richard Hoare
(1735–87), who was created Baronet in 1786, was the son of Sir Richard Hoare, Lord Mayor
of London in 1745 and great grandson of Sir Richard Hoare, founder of the banking firm
C Hoare & Co and Lord Mayor of London in 1712.
During the archaeological excavations the southern half of the Hoare family burial
vault was exposed in trenches A and G (fig 5 and colour pl 5), while its east side was revealed
in trench K. It was rectangular in plan and mainly made of red brick without frogs (210mm
long and 50mm thick) bonded with hard white mortar. Its roof (F227) was slightly arched
and gently curved across the vault from east to west. Nearly all of the bricks visible in its
upper surface were headers, suggesting the roof was at least one brick length thick. Brick ‘piers
or buttresses’ projected out from the vault near its south-east and south-west corners
(F265 and F267 respectively), as did two others midway along the east and west sides of
the vault (F260 and F261 respectively). All four were apparently made of half bats. The
south wall (F23) of the vault ran between two brick ‘pillar bases’ (F22 and F24) at its
corners.
The vestry minutes also record that ‘a way or passage’ should be made ‘from under one
of the pews in the middle isle [sic] of the said church […] with an archway through the north
of the said church to the said vault’ (ibid ) . This does not, however, appear to have been built
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Fig 19 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of the church in c 1793 looking south-west. A pen and wash on paper by an
anonymous artist, published in Lysons (Guildhall Library, City of London; now held in LMA, cat no
K1307841).

because two brick burial vaults, F12 and F36, lie across the front (south side) of the Hoare
family vault, where the passage should have been located. If one of these was the entrance
passage it should have been on a north–south alignment and not east–west as both are. It
was also thought that a ‘mysterious brass plaque’ in floor of the central aisle of the 20th
century church marked the entrance to the vault (Muir 1957).
The vault was not opened during the excavation, but records show that it contained at
least fourteen burials. The first was that of Sir Richard Hoare, 1st Baronet, on 11 October
1787, followed by his wife, Lady Frances Ann Hoare, on 10 September 1800. From 1801 to
1817 three sons and four daughters of Sir Henry Hugh Hoare, 3rd Baronet, were interred
in the vault. One died in infancy, four were 5 or 6 years old at death, while two daughters
died aged 15 and 22 years. In addition, two sisters of Sir Henry were buried there. One was
Henrietta Anne Fortescue (d. 1841), whose husband the Hon Matthew Fortescue was interred
in the vault in 1842.
1786 TO 1838 (PHASE V)

In July 1786 work began on the further enlargement of the church. The north wall of the
church was taken down and a north aisle and a vestry room constructed. The newly built
section lay on the north side of the nave and the west side of the Hoare family chapel, and
is clearly shown in outline on a ground plan of the church published in 1823 with an
engraving by Simonau of the church viewed from the south (colour pl 6). As part of these
works a gallery was also erected along the north and west sides of the newly built section.
Part of the new gallery was constructed over the new vestry (in the north-west corner of the
church) and designated for the use of the workhouse people, while the charity children were
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to be seated at the back of the ‘old gallery’ (vestry minutes 24 September, 1786; SHC: P6/3/2,
144).
A substantial north–south brick wall with stepped footings (F54; fig 5) found in trench C
was probably built at this time, and may have been the remains of the internal (east) wall of
the vestry and may also have provided support for the gallery above. An alternative
interpretation, considered at the time of excavation, was that it may have been the remains
of a churchyard wall. This seems unlikely, however, as 18th century pictures suggest that the
boundary of the churchyard lay further west, beyond the church tower.
During the second half of the 18th century the porch on the south side of the building was
either remodelled or completely rebuilt, since a picture of c 1800 shows that its pitched roof
had been replaced by a low one hidden behind a crenellated parapet (fig 20). This may have
been carried out as part of the 1786 works, which might explain why it was considered
necessary at that time to open the ‘old doorway at the west end of the church’ (ibid, 148).
The new porch appears apparently unchanged in Simonau’s engraving of 1823 (colour pl
6) and in a lithograph by Laura Jones in 1837 (Brown 1997, fig 107).
In 1793 a clock, made and fitted by A & J Thwaites of Clerkenwell, was installed on the
south side of the tower at a cost of £82 3s 6d (vestry minutes 1794; SHC: P6/3/3, 9). By
1836 the tower was badly in need of repair and was inspected by an architect, Mr Lapidge,
who reported that: ‘all the stonework to the angles of the exterior and cornices, string courses,
base moulding to the plinth, water tables to the buttresses, and the door frame at the top of
the staircase are quite decayed, these and the window frames to the belfry and staircase
require to be renewed’ (vestry minutes, 16 December, 1836, SHC: P6/3/5). The following
year repairs were duly undertaken, during which weathered and worn stonework was replaced
with either stone or brick with cement rendering as appropriate.

Fig 20 St Mary’s, Barnes: view of the church in c 1800 looking north. A pen and wash picture on paper by an
anonymous artist, published in Lysons (Guildhall Library, City of London; now held in LMA, cat no
K1307858).
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Burial vaults and brick-lined graves
Within the church, five burial vaults and brick-lined graves (fig 5) may be assigned with
varying degrees of confidence to this phase.
A burial vault F12 in trench A had been built on top of the eastern part of burial vault
F36 (see below). This probably occurred sometime after the building work of 1777 as the
north wall of the vault appears to override the southern edge of the Hoare vault. It was aligned
east–west and was 2.3m wide. Only 1.48m of its length was visible as it extended beyond the
east side of the trench. It had a slightly arched roof that gently curved across from the north
wall to the south wall. The bricks visible in its upper surface were headers bonded with white
mortar.
A burial vault or brick-lined grave F144 in trench E cut the north-west corner of the Byfield
vault and it therefore almost certainly dated to either phase IV or more probably phase V.
The structure was aligned east–west and had a barrel vault, the top of which lay at 4.77m
OD. It was 2.25m long and more than 0.73m wide (extending beyond the north side of the
trench).
A burial vault F25/F151 on an east–west alignment was partially exposed in trenches A
and E. It was constructed of very soft red bricks without frogs bonded with grey mortar with
flecks of charcoal and white lime or chalk. The vault was 2.48m and c 1.9m wide, and was
at least 1.18m deep.
The south end of a rectangular brick-lined grave (F13) slightly overlapped the north side
of vault F25/F151 and was therefore likely to be later. Grave F13 also appeared to slightly
encroach upon the projected line of the north wall of the medieval church, suggesting that
it was probably built after the removal of the wall in 1777 (phase V). It must have been built
before 1852, however, because its north-east corner was cut by a pillar base (F19) of the phase
VI church. The grave was aligned north–south, parallel with the Hoare vault, which probably
preceded it. It was 2.5m long and 1.19m wide with a gently curving roof. Its walls appeared
to be one course thick.
A brick-lined grave (F196) was built on a north–south alignment on the west side of the
Hoare vault. It was made of red bricks without frogs bonded with hard white mortar. It had
a slightly arched roof in header bond and its north and south ends were walls one brick wide
(110mm). Given its location, the grave was almost certainly constructed after the demolition
of the north wall of the medieval church in 1786.
Later post-medieval building material, by Ian M Betts
Brick
Fabrics: 3046, 3032, 3047
The majority of the bricks are of dark red colour (fabrics 3032, 3046) and were almost
certainly made at a brickyard, or brickyards, close to London. A solitary dark red brick in
fabric 3046 from trench E, (F175) measuring 67mm thick is probably of 17th century date.
The other dark red bricks (fabric 3032) are of a type introduced after the Great Fire of 1666.
The St Mary’s church examples cannot be dated with any precision, but are probably mid17th to 19th century. They measure c 221 x 96–105 x 60–62mm.
There are a number of better made, thin, lighter red bricks (fabric 3047) which are
characterised by fine moulding sand attached to their base and sides. These bricks may have
been used around door or window openings. Similar bricks were used at St Paul’s cathedral
in the 1680s, but most seem to be of 18th or 19th century date. They measure 226 x 106–112
x 38–45mm.
More unusual, in the same fabric (3047), are two incomplete voussoir bricks measuring
30–60mm in thickness by 99mm in breadth. These would have been used around a curved
door or window opening.

38

ROBERT COWIE AND SCOTT McCRACKEN

Plaster moulding
White plaster mouldings, probably 18th or 19th century in date, were found in F1, trench
C (F43), trench E (F?). Some have scored marks on their bases, which are probably keying
marks to aid attachment to a wall or ceiling.
Mortar moulding
Fragments of white painted mortar moulding were found in trench C (F43), trench E and
(F?). These are of hard mortar suggesting a 19th century date.
Stone moulding
From F1 was a fragment of oolitic limestone moulding with a layer of cream paint/whitewash.
Ashlar?
Part of what may be an ashlar block cut from white limestone was found in trench A, (F15).
This is probably Purbeck limestone from Dorset.
1838 TO 1852 (PHASE VI)

Between June and December 1838 the north aisle was extended eastwards to align with the
medieval chancel (Seeking 1985). This would probably have entailed the demolition of at
least part of the north wall of the medieval chancel. During this work the chancel was boarded
off so that divine service was never interrupted (vestry minutes, 27 February 1839, SHC:
P6/3/6). The conjectured position of this extension is shown in figure 6.
By 1848, however, the north gallery and the roof were in urgent need of repair (vestry
minutes, 7 January 1848, ibid ) . There was also a pressing need to increase the size of the
church still further. Various solutions were considered including demolishing the church and
building afresh either on the existing site or on a new site, such as Barnes Green. The cost
of purchasing land and building a completely new church was, however, considered
prohibitive (vestry minutes, 19 March 1849, ibid ) . It was eventually agreed that the existing
church should be enlarged and refurbished (see below).
1852 TO 1904 (PHASE VII)

In 1852 a major programme of building work and renovation by the architect George Legg
(1799–1882) was undertaken at St Mary’s, Barnes (VCH 4, 3). This included the rebuilding
and enlargement of the north aisle to provide an additional 270 sittings at a cost of £1972
(vestry minutes, February 1852 SHC: P6/3/6). The altar, however, remained in the old
chancel (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 9).
The new aisle was described in the Illustrated London News as being in the Perpendicular
style ‘in accordance with the date of the west tower’ (Anon 1852). However, a drawing of
the north view of the church in 1852 (not reproduced here) shows windows on the north and
east sides of the church in early Perpendicular style, which, contrary to the account in the
Illustrated London News, apparently followed a style current decades before the building of
the tower. Tracery of this style can also be clearly seen in the east window of the north aisle
in a photograph of c 1877 (Brown & Grimwade 1996, 9). The 1852 drawing also shows a
small square room, probably a vestry, extending out from the north wall near the north-east
corner of the church, and two-stage buttresses with tile set-offs along the north and east walls.
The first edition 1:2500 OS map of 1870 shows both the room and buttresses.
The remains of the west wall (F169) of the new aisle were found on the west side of trenches
F and P, and extended north to trench R, where its return (ie the north wall) was just visible
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running eastwards. It was made of yellow London stock bricks with shallow frogs laid in
English bond. It survived to a height of c 0.8m and its stepped footings were founded on a
base of rough cement. Its east side was abutted by two parallel walls (F269 and F270), 0.67m
apart, on an east–west alignment. They were made of a mixture of re-used red bricks and
yellow London stock bricks with shallow frogs. It was thought that the channel between them
might have contained heating pipes.
A row of three pier bases (F19, F21 and F44) supported a colonnade separating the north
and south aisles, which approximately coincided with the projected former line of the
north wall of the medieval nave. They comprised roughly square bases of London stock brick,
each capped with a stone slab on top of which rested columns of Bath stone.
Considerable restoration work was also undertaken in the southern part of the church.
This included unblocking the lancet windows in the east wall of the chancel, and extending
the middle lancet downwards to bring its sill level with that of the others (Anon 1852). It was
probably at this time that the vesica window – shown in a coloured drawing published by
Sidney Corner (1869) – was inserted in the wall above the middle lancet. The porch was
rebuilt and returned to its earlier form with a pitched roof, as shown in a drawing by Albert
Betts published in The Architect (20 October 1877).
The two windows in the south wall of the nave, to the east and west of the porch
respectively, were probably inserted as part of the restoration, as the splayed walls adjacent
to both are constructed of 19th century brickwork. The window to the east is in Perpendicular
style, with a four-centred arch and three lights. The window to the west has a pointed arch
with two main trefoil-headed lights and a multi-foil. An identical window was also inserted
in the south wall of the medieval chancel at the east end.
In 1901 a major refurbishment of the 13th century chancel (the Langton Chapel) was
undertaken by Messrs Powell of Whitefriars in memory of parishioners Alexander and Louisa
Nesbitt (the former died on 12 April 1901) (Anon 1902a; Maisie Brown, pers comm). The
work included covering the lower parts of east, north and south walls with decorative tiles
and the construction of a glass mosaic on the floor of the sanctuary to the design of William
De Morgan (1839–1917). Much of this decorative work was destroyed during the fire in 1978,
but part of the floor survived and was subsequently inspected by Ann Ballantyne, who carried
out limited restoration work on the mosaic.
By 1903 the need for further enlargement of the church had become a pressing issue. It
was noted that even on ‘an ordinary Sunday […] the parish church is crowded to suffocation
in the morning and it is getting into the same condition in the evening’ (Anon 1903, 181).
It was also observed that as a consequence of this overcrowding ‘over and over again […]
people who come to the church are turned away from the doors’ (ibid ) .
1904 TO 1982 (PHASE VIII)

In 1904/6 the church was substantially enlarged to provide seating for 950 people. The layout
of the remodelled church, designed by Charles Innes, is clearly shown on a contemporary
ground plan (LPL: ICBS 10535 ff 1–43; Kitson 1904, 102). The medieval parts of the building
were retained as the south aisle and a ‘morning chapel’ (formerly the chancel). To the north
there was a new nave (formerly the north aisle) with a chancel to the east. The Victorian east
wall was taken down and the building extended c 4m further east to accommodate a new
sanctuary. The church was also extended north by c 7m by demolishing the Victorian north
wall and constructing a new north aisle beyond it. At the east end of the aisle there was a
choir vestry, beyond which was an apsidal vestry for the clergy. A turret containing a spiral
stair was built in the north-west corner of the church.
Following the death of Innes in 1907 the reins were taken up by Edgar Sefton Underwood
(1863–1954), who oversaw the completion of the west wall of the church and the construction
of a gallery at the west end of the new aisle and nave (LPL: ICBS 10535 ff 44–56). This work
was completed in 1908.
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In the evening of 8 June 1978, a fire broke out in the church, possibly as the result of faulty
electrical wiring (Richmond and Twickenham Times, 16 June 1978; Brown 1997, 85). During the
ensuing conflagration the church was gutted and many of the monuments that covered its
walls were destroyed or badly damaged.
THE PRESENT CHURCH (PHASE IX)

The new church was built to a much acclaimed design by Edward Cullinan, Mark Beedle
and Alan Short, between November 1982 and February 1984. Its layout is radical, but
sympathetic to the retained earlier parts of the building (Cruikshank 1982; Davey 1983; Allies
1984; Cullinan 1996; Leonard 1997, 193–4). Its basic outline comprises two ranges on an
east–west alignment connected by a short nave on a north–south alignment. The south range,
entered through the Victorian porch, incorporates the earliest parts of the church: the
medieval nave now forming a ‘narthex’, with the restored late 15th century tower to the west
and the 13th century chancel (the Langton Chapel) to the east (colour pl 7). The new nave
is unconventional in that it runs north from the narthex towards the sanctuary and high altar
in the north range. The sanctuary is flanked by east and west ‘transepts’. At the west end of
the north range, adjacent to the west transept, is a meeting/coffee room (Melvill Room), a
store and toilets with a Sunday school (Ellerton Room) above. Access to the latter is via the
retained Edwardian turret near the north-west corner of the church. New vestries and a flower
room are located at the east end of the range, with the parish office in the retained Edwardian
apsidal vestry.
The walls of the new church are partly made of brick recovered from the Victorian and
Edwardian building, and in places incorporate features such as window mouldings. Of
particular note is the window behind the new high altar, which was originally in the 1852
aisle and then re-used as the east window of the Edwardian nave. In addition, two Gothic
columns from the Victorian nave have been reconstructed to support the new roof. The latter
comprises trusses of multi-coloured steel and wood, with a softwood lining, and is clad in
handmade red clay tiles.
Burial practice
BURIAL VAULTS AND BRICK-LINED GRAVES

A total of thirteen subterranean brick chambers were recorded in the church and churchyard
during the excavation. Of these at least five, possibly more, were brick-lined graves, while
the others were identified as burial vaults. Those that could be assigned with varying degrees
of confidence to a specific phase are mentioned above, while the others are described below.
In trench A the eastern part of a rectangular brick burial vault, F36, underlay vault F12
(see above), and was therefore described as ‘the lower stage of a two tier’ vault. It was not
possible to establish its sequential relationship to the Hoare vault, which lay on its north side.
It is thought, however, that the overlying vault F12 was built after the Hoare vault. Vault
F36 was aligned east–west and was 2.3m wide. It had a slightly arched curving roof. Parts
of the west and south walls F35 of the vault were exposed; these were made of dark red bricks
(without frogs) bonded with soft white mortar.
A rectangular brick-lined grave (F122) on an east–west alignment was partially exposed
on the south side of trench B. Its walls were made of very soft red brick bonded with mortar.
The grave was sealed by stone slabs. It was 2.45m long and 0.94m high.
A rectangular brick-lined grave F64/F152, aligned east–west, was partially exposed in
trenches A and E. It was 2.53m long and c 1.5m wide, but its depth was not established. Its
walls and slightly arched roof were made of red brick.
In trench D the construction of a brick-lined grave or burial vault (not numbered) had cut
away the north side of medieval wall F113.
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In the churchyard, trenches J and L revealed respectively a brick-lined grave (F219) and
a burial vault (F233). The latter was partially exposed near the south wall of the chancel and
buttress F234. It was aligned east–west and made of soft red brick bonded with white mortar.
Its west end was sealed by a brick wall that rose above the level of its slightly arched roof.
Like the Hoare vault it had buttresses.
Brick-lined grave F219 lay on a west-south-west/east-north-east alignment to the west of
the church porch. It walls were made of soft red bricks without frogs bonded with hard white
mortar, and it was sealed with large stone slabs. It was 1.15m wide and over 1.48m long
(extending beyond the west side trench J). It was exposed to a depth of 1.16m but its base
was not reached.
GRAVES

In addition to the unopened brick-lined graves and burial vaults (above), evidence for over
60 burials was recorded in the form of graves and/or skeletons and/or coffins. Some graves
were exposed but not excavated or only partially dug. In some cases this was because there
was a danger of undermining the church. At least three burials antedate the phase II church,
and are probably contemporaneous with the phase I building, but owing to the intensive use
of the area within and immediately outside the medieval church as a burial ground it is
unlikely that many early burials survived. Most of those encountered probably dated from
the 17th to the 19th centuries.
All the bodies were supine and aligned east–west with their heads to the west. Their legs
were invariably extended, and generally their arms were too. In nearly all cases the hands
were placed by the side of the body, although the right arm of one medieval individual (F255)
was slightly flexed so that the hand rested on the pelvis, and another individual (F118) buried
in a wooden coffin had his or her hands crossed above the pelvis.
COFFINS

The remains of at least 34 in-situ wooden coffins were recorded in various stages of decay.
At least six of which were decorated with copper-alloy upholstery studs with heads of varying
diameter. The studs on two pieces of wood from a collapsed coffin lid (F88) formed the letters
‘A’ and ‘M’ respectively. The studs on another coffin lid (F89) were arranged to form a row
of triangles.
In addition, three coffins of ‘triple shell’ type were found in trench E. This type consisted
of a wooden inner coffin sealed in a lead shell, encased in a wooden outer coffin. One, F149,
lay in a grave, its lead shell surrounded by the badly decayed remains of a wooden outer
coffin decorated with studs forming no discernable pattern. The grave also produced two
grips (coffin handles) and a residual sherd of coarse Surrey-Hampshire border ware (above).
The other two triple shell coffins were stacked in the brick-lined grave belonging to the Byfield
family (above). The upper one, the coffin of Edward Byfield, was decorated with lid motifs
of a fairly standard design comprising a flaming urn and a pair of angels holding a crown;
similar examples have been found in other burial grounds (see Miles et al 2008, 63). These
and the coffin’s two legible plates are now displayed with thirty-five others in the Kitson Room
at St Mary’s, Barnes.
SHROUDS, PERSONAL ITEMS AND COINS

Some bodies appear to have been buried without coffins, including those of children F70
and F92. It is thought that the latter may have been buried in shrouds. Indeed, traces of cloth
next to the skull of a young child (F92) would accord with this view.
Very few personal items were found. The only items of clothing identified were two
bootlace ends found near the feet of a skeleton in grave F209, and a possible shoe buckle
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from the east end of grave F156. Leather objects were, however, recovered from the site, but
have yet to be studied.
Two Charles I farthings (<S8> and <S9>) attributed to coffin F150 were found in a grave
(F141) next to the south wall of the church. One of the coins lay under the right pelvis of
skeleton F157. Their context suggests that they were deposited at the time of the interment.
It is likely, however, that most of the coins and tokens from the church had been disturbed
by later grave digging and building work and were residual. Initially, some may have been
in the clothing of the deceased or accidentally lost while the ground was open, but it is also
possible that burial practices may account, at least in part, for the frequency of coin finds.
Such practices might include, for example, the placing of coins on the eyes. Archaeological
evidence for this has rarely been found in post-medieval burials in England, although at least
two examples have been recorded on excavation sites in the region. Both were early 19th
century burials of infants, recorded at Christ Church Spitalfields and St Marylebone church
respectively (Cox 1996, 115; Miles et al 2008, 50–3). The silver farthing of Edward I was a
particularly rare find, as few medieval coins have been found in association with burials in
Britain (Gilchrist 2008, 133–5). Those that have been recorded at other sites often appear
to have been deliberately placed near the head or shoulders of the dead, perhaps as charms
associated with healing or for protection against malevolent forces (ibid, 149).
BURIAL POPULATION

At least 46 in-situ skeletons of varying completeness were either partially or completely
exposed. A considerable number of displaced human bones were also found that had come
from burials disturbed either during the digging of graves or in the course of building vaults
and enlarging the church. The condition of the bone varied from good to very poor. Some
bones were extremely spongy or fragmentary, and occasionally survived only as a ‘white stain’.
Judging from the size of the skeletons most appeared to be of either older sub-adults or
adults, although skeletons F70 and F92, respectively 0.98 and 0.51m long, were apparently
of children. The former lay on the north side of the medieval church in what would have
been churchyard prior to the 1786/96 enlargement of the building. There were two other
possible child burials. One was represented only by a pair of lower legs (F99), which the
excavator noted were ‘quite small’ and appeared ‘to be from a child’. The other comprised
very decayed fragments of bone, only 1.1m long and 0.49m wide, at the bottom of a
rectangular pit or small grave (F143) on an east–west alignment. One skeleton (F158) may
have been of an older adult for it was noted that most of its mandibular teeth, notably the
molars, were missing and the ‘sockets healed over’, which indicated ante-mortem tooth loss
probably due to periodontal disease (which may be age-related).
Coffin plates with legible inscriptions provide biographical information about 22
individuals (Maisie Brown, pers comm). The date on one was illegible, but the others dated
from 1774 (Edward Byfield) to 1867 (table 1). Of the twelve men represented one died aged
19 years, three were aged between 46 and 57 years, another four were between 67 and 77
years, and the rest were in their eighties when they died. The ages of nine women were legible;
the youngest was aged 17 years old at death, two were 30, one was 35 years old, while the
rest were aged between 67 and 87 years old.
Discussion and conclusions
St Mary’s, Barnes is one of the few parish churches in outer London to have been extensively
investigated by archaeologists. Others include St Mary’s church in neighbouring Putney, also
gutted by fire, St Mary the Virgin Little Ilford, All Saints West Ham and St Nicholas Deptford
(Sloane et al 2000, 215). By comparison, numerous urban parish churches in the City have
been investigated by antiquarian observations and modern archaeological excavation and
survey (Schofield 1994, 25–9).
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Table 1 St Mary Barnes: coffin plate data (source: Maisie Brown)
Name

Date of death

Age at death

Ann Agutter
Rev William Agutter
Sarah Elizabeth Burtenshaw
Edward Byﬁeld
Mrs Ann Clift
Mr William Goddard
John Hillersdon Esq
Maria Hillersdon
Joseph Hodgson Esq
Adam Hood Esq
The Honble Lady Alicia Hope

6 August 1849
26 March 1835
7 June 1845
23 November 1774
15 December 1843
1823
7 December 1839
7 July 1852
25 September 1843
11 June (year illegible)
4 March 1840

87
77
30
86
75
57
69
67
48
(?) 89
17

The Honble Thomas Hope
Mr Quintin Kay
Captain William Maulbey
Mrs Augusta Methley

6 November 1838
16 July 1867
26 April 1793
24 March 1853

19
80
67
35

Benjamin Mundy Esq
Mrs Mary Mundy
Mrs Elizabeth Raikes
James Royer Esq

8 September 1844
10 December 1841
3 February 179[?]
2 May 1809

81
75
illegible
72

Mrs Mary Royer
Lieutenant Colonel
John Henry Slade
Miss Henrietta Vincent

6 April 1820
30 August 1843

75
46

3 September 1845

30

Comments

1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 lead plate
1 brass plate
2 lead plates
1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 lead plate
Born 16 June 1822. 1 brass plate,
1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 lead plate
1 lead plate
Wife of T C Methley Esq. 1 brass
plate, 1 lead plate
2 lead plates
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
1 lead plate
Died at his home in Berners Street,
W1. He was a former resident of
Elm Bank House, and asked to be
buried at Barnes. 1 brass plate,
1 lead plate
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
Late of the 1st Dragoon Guards.
1 brass plate, 1 lead plate
2 lead cofﬁn plates

Initially, eight phases of building were identified at St Mary’s, Barnes, from documentary
and archaeological evidence (McCracken 2007; Turner 1987, 235–6). This scheme did not,
however, include the enlargement of the church in 1838, which has now been added (new
phase VI). It is also possible that there was a precursor to the phase I church, the evidence
for which may have either not survived or not been recognised.
The first phase apparently comprised a single cell of flint and stone, which was probably
built during the first half of the 12th century. This falls within a period of particularly intense
church building in Surrey that continued for about a century after the Domesday survey (Blair
1991, 124–9; 2005, 420). Surrey churches of broadly comparable date probably include a
single-celled building at Ashtead, and several two-celled examples with square chancels,
including churches at Chaldon, Cuddington, Farleigh and Fetcham. Most were built by
secular lords of manors for themselves and their tenants. In this respect, Barnes was
exceptional as it was held by the canons of St Paul’s (Blair 1991, 124).
Early in the 13th century a chancel was added to the east end of the church. The original
building now formed an unaisled nave, which was extended westwards probably, but not
necessarily, at the same time as the construction of the chancel. The timber roof of the nave,
removed following the fire in 1978, was dated to the 15th century, which would make it
broadly contemporaneous with roofs in several other Surrey churches (VCH 2, 438). The west
tower was probably built in the last quarter of the 15th century, and is certainly unlikely to
have been erected later than the early 16th century. It therefore dates to a period when tower
building was very much in vogue. Its large west window would have let additional light into
the back of the nave through the arch in its east wall.
The period between 1777 and 1907 witnessed five main phases of building (IV–VIII),
which gradually extended the church northwards. This period of enlargement began while
Christopher Wilson was rector (1768–92). He instigated two major phases of building during
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his incumbency; first the construction of the Hoare family chapel in 1777 and nine years
later its extension to form a second aisle. These projects and the enlargement of 1838 (phase
VI) may have been prompted by financial motives, for it seems that the letting of pews, the
possession of which was then regarded very much as a status symbol, was a profitable business
(Whale 1979, 77–9). Indeed, at the time of the 1838 enlargement a new class of ‘paying pew’
was created, which reverted to the parish when the occupant either died or left the parish.
Hitherto, ‘the better class of houses in the parish had exclusive pews attached to them’ (Anon
1902b, 43). This somewhat exclusive practice began to wane in the mid-19th century, and
subsequent Victorian and Edwardian enlargements of the church were almost certainly
undertaken primarily to accommodate the growing congregation. The population of Barnes,
which stood at 1461 in 1841 grew rapidly over the next 50 years, rising to 4197 by 1871 and
8445 by 1891 (Anderson 1900, 78–9).
There is considerable scope for further work. First, the development phases outlined above
could be refined by further analysis of documentary sources, cartographic and pictorial
evidence, and by the re-examination by building materials specialists of the surviving masonry.
The latter could be used to add further information to existing elevation drawings, and to
establish more accurately the date of early masonry features and the extent to which they
were restored. Some aspects of the investigation, notably the burial evidence, have only been
briefly summarised here and would repay further attention. For example, a comparative study
of the excavated coffin plates might be undertaken to identify their type and similar examples
from other excavated sites. Their inscriptions provide a starting point for genealogical
research. An up-to-date and systematic survey of the churchyard might also be undertaken
to describe and accurately locate on a scale plan all surviving monuments, which could then
be compared and integrated with Dawson’s (1932) survey. Recorded inscriptions
on monuments in the churchyard and the church (extant and lost) contain a wealth of
information of interest to genealogists and local historians, and would provide evidence
of past attitudes to life and death and of the social structure of the local community.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The archaeological survey and excavation (1978–83) were funded by the Department of the
Environment, and carried out under the aegis of Surrey Archaeological Society. Postexcavation assessment, analysis (2009) and publication were funded by English Heritage.
A considerable debt is owed to the late Reverend Basil Whitworth and the Reverend
Juergen Simonson, rectors of St Mary’s church at the time of the archaeological
investigations, and to the architects Edward Cullinan and Mark Beedle, the contractor W S
Try, and the late Roger Dixon, chair of the Rebuilding Committee, for their co-operation
and assistance during the fieldwork.
The SWLAU (Surrey Archaeological Society) were greatly assisted during the
archaeological excavation and survey by volunteers from the Barnes and Mortlake History
Society, Richmond Archaeological Society and the West London Archaeological Field
Group. Mrs Ann Ballantyne conserved and reported on the wall paintings, and the late Ken
Gravett inspected and reported on the nave roof.
Much of the historical information in this report is based on research undertaken by Maisie
Brown, Lesley Cowie, the late Raymond Gill, Mary Grimwade and Nicolas Phillips, to whom
the authors are extremely grateful. The assistance of Peter Marshall and Barney Sloane
(English Heritage), Robert Howard (Nottingham Tree-ring Dating Laboratory), Richard
Kelleher and Gareth Williams (British Museum), Sally Brooks (Museum of London), Jane
Baxter and Carol Davies (Richmond upon Thames Local Studies Library), Susan Lundgren
(volunteer at Orleans House Gallery), Cath Maloney and Steve Tucker (LAARC), Anna
McGowan (St Mary’s Barnes parish office) and staff at the Surrey History Centre is also
gratefully acknowledged.

ST MARY’S CHURCH, BARNES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS, 1978–83

45

Thanks are also due to staff at Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA) for assistance
during the preparation of this report: notably Ian Betts for reporting on the building material,
Lucy Whittingham for identifying and dating selected pottery, David Bowsher for project
management, Maggie Cox for the preparation of photographic material, Nick Holder for
the updated project design, as well as Andy Chopping, Adrian Miles, Jacqueline Pearce,
Natasha Powers and Tracy Wellman for advice on various matters. The plans and elevation
were by Judit Peresztegi, based on original drawings by the SWLAU.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Manuscript sources
SHC: Surrey History Centre, Woking
P6/3/2–6 St Mary, Barnes: parish records, vestry minutes
LPL: Lambeth Palace Library
ICBS 10535 ff 1–56 Plans of the Edwardian church submitted to the Incorporated Church Building
Society

Published and secondary sources
Allies, B, with Heard, H, 1984 Saving Grace: St Mary Barnes, The Architects’ J, 179.17, 39–53, 56
Anderson, J E, 1900 A history of the parish of Barnes in the county of Surrey, Richmond: printed for private circulation
Anon, 1852 St Mary Barnes, Surrey, Illustrated London News (14 February), 141
––––, 1902a The Nesbitt Memorial, Parish Gazette, 20
––––, 1902b Parish church pews, Parish Gazette, 43–4
––––, 1903 Church accommodation in Barnes – a suggestion, Parish Gazette, 181–3
––––, 1977 Barnes and Mortlake as it was, Nelson: Barnes & Mortlake History Society
Arnold, A, & Howard, R, 2009 St Mary’s church, Church Road, Barnes, London: tree-ring analysis of timbers
– scientific dating report, Res Dept Rep Ser no 88
Aubrey, J, 1974 (1718–) The natural history and antiquities of Surrey (facsimile edn), Dorking: Kohler and Coombes
Ballantyne, A, (no date) Saint Mary’s church, Barnes: final report on wall paintings in St Mary’s, unpubl rep
Beazley, O, & Ayers, B, 2001 Two medieval churches in Norfolk, E Anglia Archaeol Rep, 96, Norwich: Norfolk
Museums and Archaeology Service
Betts, I M, 1990 Building materials, in Medieval buildings in the vicinity of Cheapside, London, J Schofield, P
Allan & C Taylor (eds), Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc, 41, 220–9
––––, 2002 Medieval ‘Westminster’ floor tiles, MoLAS Monogr Ser, 11
––––, 2007 Ceramic building material (and slate), in D Bowsher, T Dyson, N Holder, & I Howell, The London
Guildhall: an archaeological history of a neighbourhood from early medieval to modern times, part II, MoLAS Monogr
Ser, 36, 430–7
BGS 1998 South London, England and Wales 1:50,000, sheet 270, solid and drift geology, Keyworth: British
Geological Survey
Bird, D G, Crocker A G, Crocker, G, & McCracken, J S, 1980 Archaeology in Surrey 1976–78, SyAC, 72, 231–53
––––, 1981 Archaeology in Surrey 1979–80, SyAC, 73, 147–54
Bird, D G, Crocker, G, & McCracken, J S, 1983 Archaeology in Surrey 1981, SyAC, 74, 185–94
––––, 1985 Archaeology in Surrey 1983, SyAC, 76, 119–31
Blair, J, 1991 Early medieval Surrey: landholding, church and settlement before 1300, Stroud: Alan Sutton Publishing/SyAS
––––, 2005 The church in Anglo-Saxon society, Oxford: Oxford University Press
Brayley, E W, 1850 A topographical history of Surrey, 3, Dorking and London
Brown, M (ed), 1997 Barnes and Mortlake Past, London: Historical Publications
Brown, M, & Grimwade, M, 1996 St Mary’s church Barnes: a guide for visitors and friends, Barnes: Parochial Church
Council of St Mary’s Church Barnes
Cherry, B, & Pevsner, N, 2002 The buildings of England, London 2: south, New Haven and London:Yale University
Press
Corner, S, 1869 Rural churches, their histories, architecture and antiquities […] with coloured illustrations from paintings by the
author, London: Groombridge and Sons
Cox, M, 1996 Life and death in Spitalfields 1700 to 1850, York: Council for British Archaeology
Cracklow, C T, 1979 (1823) Lithographic views of all the churches and chapels of ease in the county of Surrey (reprint), London
and Chichester: Phillimore
Cruikshank, D, 1982 Beautiful Barnes, Architects’ J (March), 28–32
Davey, P, 1983 The rebuilding of the parish church of St Mary, Barnes, London, Architectural Rev, 174.1039, 47–9

46

ROBERT COWIE AND SCOTT McCRACKEN

Dawson, W, 1932 The monumental inscriptions of the church and churchyard of St Mary, Barnes, Surrey, unpubl
manuscript
Daniel-Tyssen, J R, 1869 Inventories of the goods and ornaments of the churches in the county of Surrey in the
reign of King Edward the Sixth, SyAC, 4, 1–143
Fasham, P J, & Keevill, G, with Coe, D, 1995 Brighton Hill South (Hatch Warren): an Iron Age farmstead and DMV in
Hampshire, Wessex Archaeol Rep, 7, Salisbury
Freeman, L, 1997 The bells of Barnes parish church, Barnes Mortlake Hist Soc Newsl, 142, 1–10
Gibbs, M (ed), 1939 Early charters of the cathedral church of St Paul, Camden Third Ser, 58, London
Gilchrist, R, 2008 Magic for the dead? The archaeology of magic in later medieval burials, Medieval Archaeol, 52,
119–59
Gilchrist, R, & Sloane, B, 2005 Requiem: the medieval monastic cemetery in Britain, London: Museum of London
Archaeology Service
Gill, R C, 1974 A long-lost brass is found, Barnes Mortlake Hist Soc Newsl, 50, 3
Gelling, M, 1979 The early charters of the Thames Valley, Leicester: Leicester University Press
Gover, J E B, Mawer, A, & Stenton, F M, 1934 The place-names of Surrey, Engl Place Name Soc, 11, Cambridge
Gravett, K, & McCracken, J S, 1979 Barnes: St Mary’s parish church, SyAS Bull, 156, 3–4
Hale, W H (ed), 1858 The Domesday of St Paul’s of the year MCCXXII, Camden Soc Old Ser, 69, London
Kelly, S E (ed), 2004 Charters of St Paul’s, London: Anglo-Saxon charters X, Oxford: Oxford University Press
Kitson, B M, 1904 Barnes parish church: proposed enlargement, Parish Gazette, 100–3
Leonard, J, 1997 London’s parish churches, Derby: Breedon Books Publishing Co
Lever, A, 1950 The parish church of St Mary, Barnes, unpubl rep
Litten, J, 1991 The English way of death: the common funeral since 1450, London: Robert Hale
Lysons, D, 1792–1811 The environs of London being an historical account of the towns, villages and hamlets within twelve miles
of that capital 1, (extra-illustrated version) 2 edn, London
Manning, O, & Bray, W, 1814 The history and antiquities of the county of Surrey, 3, London: J White
McCracken, J S, 1980 Barnes: St Mary’s parish church, SyAS Bull, 167, 3–4
––––, 1981 St Mary Barnes, Bull Coun Brit Archaeol Churches Comm, 14, 9
––––, 1983 Further medieval wall paintings from Barnes church, London Archaeol, 4.11, 308
––––, 2007 The parish church of St Mary, Barnes, London: archaeological investigation 1978–83, unpubl report
McCracken, J S, & Ballantyne, A, 1983 Barnes: St Mary’s parish church, SyAS Bull, 184, 3
Miles, A, Powers, N, & Wroe-Brown, R, with Walker D, 2008 St Marylebone church and burial ground in the 18th to
19th centuries: excavations at Marylebone School, 1992 and 2004–6, MoLAS Monogr, 46
Mitchiner, M, 1988 Jetons, medalets and tokens: vol 1, the medieval period and Nuremberg, London: Seaby
Muir, A S, 1957 A visit to St Mary Barnes, Barnes: Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Church Barnes
NADFAS, 1992/4 Record of St Mary’s, Barnes, Nat Assoc Decorative Fine Arts Socs, unpubl NADFAS rep
North, J J, 2006 (1991) English hammered coinage: vol 2, Edward I to Charles II, 1272–1662, repr 3 edn, London: Spink
Phillips, N, 2002 The medieval chancel of St Mary, Barnes, unpubl thesis, Oxford Brookes University
Richardson, B, 1979 Excavation round-up 1978, London Archaeol, 3.10, 261–4
––––, 1980 Excavation round-up 1979, London Archaeol, 3.14, 384–9
––––, 1981 Excavation round-up 1980, London Archaeol, 4.2, 44–51
––––, 1982 Excavation round-up 1981, London Archaeol, 4.6, 160–6
––––, 1984 Excavation round-up 1983, London Archaeol, 4.14, 384–91
Richmond Borough Council, 2005 Unitary Development Plan
Sawyer, P H, 1968 Anglo-Saxon charters: an annotated list and bibliography, Roy Hist Soc Guides Handbooks 8, London
Schofield, J, 1994 Saxon and medieval parish churches in the City of London, Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc
45, 23–145
Seeking, J, 1985 Welcome: the parish church of St Mary Barnes: a brief guide for visitors and friends, Barnes: Parochial Church
Council of St Mary’s Church Barnes
Sherlock, D A, & Woods, H, 1988 St Augustine’s Abbey: report on excavations 1960–78, Kent Archaeol Soc Monogr
Ser, 4, Maidstone: Kent Archaeol Soc
Simonson, J, 1982 St Mary’s Barnes rebuilding appeal, Barnes: Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Church
Barnes
Sloane, B, & Harding, C, with Schofield, J, & Hill, J, 2000 From the Norman Conquest to the Reformation, in
The archaeology of Greater London: an assessment of archaeological evidence for human presence in the area now covered by
Greater London, London: Museum of London, 207–54
Smith, T P, 2004 The architectural terracottas, in Excavations at the Priory of the Order of the Hospital of St John of
Jerusalem, Clerkenwell, London, B Sloane & G Malcolm (eds), MoLAS Monogr ser, 20, 297–321
Spink, 2009 Coins of England and the United Kingdom, London: Spink
Stahlschmidt, J C L, 1884 Surrey bells and London bell-founders: a contribution to the comparative study of bell inscriptions,
London: Eliot Stock
Stead, P M, 1999 Archaeological investigations at Tavistock Abbey 1997–1999, Devon Archaeol Soc Proc, 57, 149–203
Stephenson, M, 1912 A list of monumental brasses in Surrey, SyAC, 25, 33–100
Thompson, A, Westman, A, & Dyson, T (eds), 1998 Archaeology in Greater London 1965–90: a guide to records of excavations
by the Museum of London, London: MOL Archaeol Gazetteer Ser, 2

ST MARY’S CHURCH, BARNES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS, 1978–83

47

Turner, D, 1987 Archaeology of Surrey, 1066–1540, in J Bird & D G Bird (eds), The archaeology of Surrey to 1540,
Guildford: SyAS, 223–61
VCH: The Victoria history of the county of Surrey, (ed H E Malden), 1902–12, 4 vols, London: Archibald Constable and
Co Ltd
Webster, L E, & Cherry, J, 1979 Medieval Britain in 1978, Medieval Archaeol, 23, 234–78
––––, 1980 Medieval Britain in 1979, Medieval Archaeol, 24, 218–64
Whale, J, 1979 One church, one Lord, London: SCM Press Ltd
Whitelock, D (ed), 1955 English historical documents: Vol 1, c 500–1042, London: Eyre and Spottiswoode
Williamson, G C, 1891 Trade tokens issued in the seventeenth century, 2 vols, London: Eliot Stock
Wood, S (trans), & Morris, J (ed), 1975 Domesday Book: 3, Surrey, Chichester: Phillimore
Youngs, S M, & Clark, J, 1981 Medieval Britain in 1980, Medieval Archaeol, 25, 166–228
––––, 1982 Medieval Britain in 1981, Medieval Archaeol, 26, 164–227
Youngs, S M, Clark, J, & Barry, T B, 1983 Medieval Britain and Ireland in 1982, Medieval Archaeol, 27,
161–229

The Society is grateful to English Heritage and to the former Standing Conference on London
Archaeology for generous financial assistance towards the publication costs of this report.

