1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1
Nailsea sits approximately 12 km WSW of Bristol, in the administrative area of North
Somerset - (Figure 1.1, below.) The inset shows the location of the main map and also the
location of extant glass cones in the UK, as well as Dumbarton and St Helens. Both these latter
locations feature in the study
1.2
It appears that the maximum extent of the glassworks holding was that shown on the
plan of 1870, from the BRO, see Figure 1.10 below. Therefore, for the purposes of this study
this has been taken as the boundary of the study area. This boundary has been superimposed on
maps and plans as appropriate. This plan, with its accompanying schedule, and the plan from
the 1830s are reproduced by courtesy of the BRO.

Figure 1.1: Location Map

Study Area Location
Main Map: Original Scale 1: 25,000
(From OS “Explorer”Series, Sheet 154, 1998)
© Crown Copyright Reserved.
UK map not to scale
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Figure 1.2: Site Centred Map (Not to scale, but based on a 1:1500 OS original.)

1.3

The Study Area has been taken as all that land outlined on the 1870 plan as being in the
ownership of the glassworks at that time and covers approximately 5½ ha. The NGR
for the centre of the Study Area is at approximately ST 4776 7098. (See Figure 1.2,
above.) The 1870 plan is reproduced as Figure 1.10, below.

1.4

The Study has been undertaken as part of a larger project sponsored by Tesco Stores,
Ltd. to consider the technical, economic, and social impact of the glassworks as well as
considering its archaeology and history.
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2.


METHODOLOGY
Desk-top Study

2.1
Searches were made of all indices of information held by the Bristol and Somerset
Record Offices, and the information held by the North Somerset County Sites and Monuments
Record and the National Monuments Record. Indices and collections were also consulted
and/or viewed at Bristol City Museum, Bristol Central Reference Library, Broadfield House
Glass Museum, Kingswinford, the North Somerset Museum, Weston-super-Mare, and Nailsea
Library.
2.2
All information was collated, summarised and presented in the study below. All
photocopies, Mss copies and notes, including photographs, are preserved in the project archive
to be stored at the North Somerset Museum, Weston-super-Mare. A full list of documents and
sources consulted can be found in Section 10, Bibliography and References, below.


Aerial Photograph Survey

2.3
A search was commissioned from the NMR at Swindon for aerial photographs covering
a one-kilometre square centred on the Study Area. All frames were examined, for significant
indications of subsurface archaeology, both on and immediately adjacent to the Study Area.
2.4
It seems significant that there is apparently no reference to post-medieval glassworks in
the English Heritage Monuments Protection Programme Monument Class Description, at least
from a recent search of the internet.
3.

SITE VISITS

3.1
Site visits were made by the writer on 18th July and 5th August 2002 when the
accompanying photographs were taken, on a standard 35mm SLR camera. A representative
selection can be seen in Section 11, below and all the frames are in the Project Archive.
3.2
The site visits concentrated on obtaining photographs of as much of the Study Area as
possible, although the amount of vegetation over the site of the New House Cone severely
restricted access and what could be seen and photographed.
4.

GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY AND CURRENT USE

4.1
The Study Area lies on the Nailsea Syncline at the junction between the Upper and
Lower & Middle Coal Series. [Map - Geological Survey of Great Britain, 1968]. Green
[British Regional Geology - Bristol and Gloucester region, Table 1,1992] defines the System as
“Carboniferous”, and the Series as “Westphalian and Stephanian”. The Lower & Middle
Series, consisting mainly of shale, lie to the north and east of the Upper Series, which are
mainly sandstone, known locally as “Pennant”. The coal seams are more frequent in the Lower
& Middle Series, and range in thickness from 3 ft. 6 in. (1.1m) to 9 in. (.2m).
4.2
Green (Ibid., p48) states that “The Coal Measures of the Nailsea Syncline, though
forming a structurally distinct domain, are in geological continuity beneath the Mesozoic cover
with the Somerset Coalfield to the south and south-east.”
4.3
Describing the Nailsea Syncline, Green (Ibid., p60) says that “Coal workings here were
abandoned between 1880 and 1890 because of heavily watered measures and the inferior
quality of the coal… ”, although earlier (p51-2) he has described the coals as “essentially
bituminous, the majority of them having strong coking properties. During recent times over
40% of the output of the Bristol-Somerset area was used by the gas industry. A factor that
greatly contributed to the safety and ease of working in both coalfields [Bristol-Somerset and
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the Forest of Dean] was the almost complete absence of firedamp in the mines and, with a few
exceptions, naked light working was possible.”
4.4
The Geological Survey map shows that a fault line runs through approximately twothirds of the Study Area from beyond the north-east corner towards the south-west. It also
shows a “Pit or mine shaft, abandoned”immediately on the southern boundary, still marked
principally by the remains of its engine house, and another in the northern portion of the Study
Area. In this connection, two further old mine shafts have been identified in the course of a
geological survey carried out by consultants about 1995, pre-supermarket development. As far
as is known, these were not positively located, but one lay about 45m east of the centre of the
Old House Cone, and the other was about 21m to the north-north-west of the same cone.
4.5
The height of the Study Area varies from just over 25m AOD in the north to 33m AOD
in the south. It therefore slopes down gently from south to north and is virtually level from
west to east. It is divided south-west to north-east by the present High Street, which is on the
line of the original road from Nailsea to Bristol, and was bounded on the east by the road from
the High Street to Backwell, which lies south of Nailsea. The line of this road still exists in
residential development, but its modern equivalent is now some 50m further east until it rejoins
its original alignment at the south-east corner of the Study Area. The northern limit lies on
Southfield Road, which is shown as “The Drove”on an earlier map. The south-western edge of
the glassworking area lies against ‘The Royal Oak’public house. As well as fronting on to the
High Street there was also an access road (now known as “Brockway”) to the south, that ran
almost parallel to the High Street.
4.6
From the Schedule of Quantities attached to the Sturge plan of 1870 (BRO 37959/22)
the Study Area extended for just under 13½ acres (about 5½ ha) - see Table 1.1, below. (The
Numbers refer to those on the plan.)
Table 1.1 - Land Use areas (1870)
Numbers

a

r

p

1 to 76

Works and cottages

6

1

29

77

House, Lawn, Drive, etc

0

3

10

78

Paddock

2

1

4

79

Garden

0

2

0

80

Colliery, etc

3

1

34

Total

13

1

37

Note: a =acres, r = roods (4 to an acre), p = perches (40 to a rood).

1 acre = 4840 sq. yards

1 hectare = 10,000 sq. m. = 2.47 acres approximately.

4.7
This agrees very closely with measurements off a modern map to which the site
boundary has been transferred (0.6% difference).
4.8
From this, it has been determined that approximately 68% of the study area is now
covered by residential development and its immediate environs. 23% is now covered by a
newly built supermarket and its associated car parking and access, and the remaining 9%
includes the excavated area of the 19th century “New House Cone”, together with one of the
original buildings (which has most recently seen service as a garage workshop). (See Figure
1.2, above.)
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5.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Literary and Pictorial Evidence
5.1
The Study Area lies in the Parish of Nailsea. Nailsea does not appear in Domesday
(1086) because originally it lay in the Manor of Wraxall in the Hundred of Portbury.
According to Thorn and Thorn’s edition of the Domesday Book, (5,40) in translation, “The
Bishop [of Coutances] holds Wraxall himself. Aelfric held it before 1066;it paid tax for 20
hides. land for 26 ploughs. In lordship 1 plough;2 slaves;7½ hides 34 villagers and 36
smallholders with 25 ploughs & 8½ hides 2 mills which pay 12s 6d; meadow, 150 acres;
woodlands , as much pasture, 2 leagues long and 7 furlongs wide 2 cobs;2 unbroken mares;24
cattle;19 pigs;100 sheep, less 4

The value was and is £15.
A man-at-arms holds 4½ hides of this manor’s land from the Bishop;he has 2 ploughs there
with
3 villagers and 4 smallholders. 70 sheep
The value was and is 50s.
To this manor has been added 1 hide which a thane held before 1066
Land for 1 plough
Value 10s.”
This latter holding has apparently long been regarded locally as referring to Nailsea.
5.2
The derivation of “Nailsea” is given in Mills, A D, A Dictionary of English PlaceNames, 1996, as “Island, or dry ground in marsh, of a man called *Nægel”, although this latter
part may be disputed, as the * indicates that it is a “postulated or hypothetical”form. Mills says
of these forms, “… although there may be good evidence for their assumed existence in the
early languages in question, they are either not recorded in independent use or are only found in
use at a later date.” (Ibid., p.ix) He gives the earliest usage as “Nailsi 1196.” Margaret
Thomas, in “The Book of Nailsea”, 1984, p.13, states that, “The first part of the name Naegel
means nail, but also pin or thorn and possibly refers to the shape of the island. The supposed
reference to a Viking chieftain called Nigel is mythical.”
5.3
In BRO AC/E 16, under Wraxall, there is a record of a lease dated 20th August 1789 to
John Robert Lucas for a number of parcels, quoting three lives, John Robert Lucas, Jonathan
Nash and John Lucas, aged respectively 34, 11 and 6. The parcels were quoted as 14 –
Wilderness, 15 – Lane Close, 16 – Holbrooks Acre, 17 – Holbrook, and 18, 19, 20 – The
Grove, and others. There are no leases to Lucas recorded under Nailsea in this document.
5.4
It would appear that Lucas was acquiring further land interests in Nailsea in December
1789, 1790 and 1791. (SRO DD/SB 11/6, 11/7 and 14/1.)
5.5
The Bristol Gazette, dated 6th May 1790 records, “Fire at the new glass house … burnt
part of the roof … other parts of the buildings belonging to both crown glasshouses were
preserved. (Nailsea Library Local History Collection)
5.6
Collinson, 1791, (Vol. III, p162) says that, “The parish is situated to the west of Flax
Bourton, and to the south-west from Wraxall, in a deep and miry country, in some parts
(particularly that part called Nailsea-Heath, which has the appearance of a disused and
neglected forest) thickly tufted with timber, trees, holly and common briar. The soil abounds
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