Figure 2.4: 1983 Excavation plan (Building nos. refer to 1870 plan)
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It is not clear, therefore, whether or not any excavation work was done in 1984, although it is
clear that Mr Pollard was seeking information from various sources post-excavation, for
example on fire-brick makers in the Dudley/Stourbridge area (30th January '84 to Stourbridge
Library, NS SMR, Folder E). The inference from correspondence is that Mr Pollard was
working on the report of the 1983 excavation (14th August '84 to SAHNS librarian, NS SMR,
Folder C) but on the 3rd August 1984 he wrote to a curator at Bristol Museum that he would be
leaving [ACCES] on 27th September (NS SMR, Folder C).
From the correspondence (NS SMR, Folder F) it appears that some work was done in 1985,
activity having been delayed for a year waiting for demolition of the bungalow, but work at No
37, High Street had recently restarted (R D Iles to J Hobbs, 17th May '85). Agreement was
being sought from Mr J Hobbs for permission to excavate in No. 39 High Street, but this had
not been secured by 30th August 1985. The temporary planning permission for No. 37 was
therefore to be extended. An entry in Avon Archaeology, Iles and White, 1985, p.55, records,
“Following demolition of a building (in 1984) over the centre of the New House Cone,
excavations were resumed by T Downey for Avon Industrial Buildings Trust [AIBT]. The four
main airways to the base of the furnace were revealed.” This was after “most of the season was
taken up with the removal of the concrete raft on which a recently demolished bungalow had
been built.” (Figure 2.5.)

Figure 2.5: 1985 “The four main airways.... were revealed.”

The work then appears to have come under the supervision of Brian Bentham of the AIBT,
although the NMR Event Report 654757 has T Downey as the Director from 1985 to 1987, but
local documentary evidence does not support this. As a first-hand record it is considered worth
quoting Bentham at some length: “The first priority of 1986 was to check the plans of the site
to ensure that recording of all the features was complete. Further excavation of the southern
airway led to the discovery of various features, the most important being the small 'room' which
we now know to be associated with the furnace for the ten stage blowing hole. New
excavations in the garden of No. 35, High Street were interrupted when permission was
obtained from Hobbs Holdings Ltd to excavate in the garden of No. 39 of the same street.
Limited excavation time meant that work in all other areas was temporarily abandoned. ...
Over the next six weeks an estimated three hundred tons of topsoil and rubble were removed by
hand. The lowest levels of deposits related to the glassworks were removed by trowel and
recorded. A short time scale meant that it was impossible to excavate the whole area.
Recording which was carried out was at the expense of detail. … . As work is still in progress
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