earth, pottery, and lumps of hardened clay, which
extended under the cover into the entrance to the
furnace.
The furnace itself contained a mixture of earth,
baked clay and pottery. It is likely that this material
can be related to the remnants of the last firing of
the kiln, but it may have been su'bsequently tipped
into the disused chamber. Certainly dump material was later deposited over the flue and over part
of the furnace.
Figure I illustrates pottery found in the furnace
and the flue. The following table lists the number
of rims found in both contexts2. It shows that Highgate Category 3 and 5 vessels3 are absent from each
and that the distribution of category 1, 2 and 4 vessels in the flue is reasonably similar to that in the
f~rnace.~
HIGHGATE FORM
CATEGORY
(see Fig. 1)
1. SHOULDERED JARS
1,2,5,6
2. BEAKERS
(and Beaker-like Jars)
7,8,9,10
4. BOWLS AND DISHES
WITH INTERNAL LID
GROOVES
11,12,13,14,15,16
FLAGONS
17
UNIDENTIFIABLE

KILN
FURNACE
FLUE
119 rims
85 rims
100%
100%
56

53

Work to the east showed that the group of kilns
was bounded by a ditch running from north to south
which was in places 4 ft. deep (DITCH l). It was
joined by a second (DITCH 2) coming down from

the high ground to the east. In addition to pottery
and kiln debris the ditch fills contained a limited
number of bone fragments. These included horse,
cattle and sheep, as well as a few small fragments
of human skull, probably belonging to a child.5 In
ditch 2, at the eastern end of the excavated area were
three hearths and a quantity of daub.
To the south of ditch 2 were two pairs of palisade
trenches which terminated a t ditch 1. What they
lead to in the east has not yet been discovered, nor
is their function clear. However, the finding of daub
in the eastern part of the excavated area suggests
the presence of buildings. It is intended to concentrate work here during the coming season.
We would like to thank the Epping Forest and
Open Spaces Committee of the Corporation of London for their generous grant towards the cost of the
excavations; their staff in the Wood for their usual
kind co-operation; the Guildhall Museum for help
and advice; the Horniman Museum for photographic
services; the London Museum for the loan of equipment; Hendon and District Archaeological Society
for undertaking a resistivity survey. We would also
like to acknowledge the contributions of all who
have given their time and effort to the site and to
the material from it. The work during 1969 was
aided by a grant from the Research Board of the
University of Leicester.
2. Allowing for duplication and excluding two jars probobly
used as supports in the furnace - fig. 1 3,4.
3. London Archue013 60-65.
4. All vessels are in the normal Highate fabric. On stylistic
grounds their production can probably be assigned to the
early 2nd century A.D.
5. The bones were examined bv George Jarvis of the
Horniman Museum.

The Annual General Meeting of

the London Archaeologist
was held on 4th April a t Prince Henry's Room, Fleet
Street. The Publishing Committee was pleased to see
the 12 societies represented, although a larger turnout
had been hoped for.
The Constitution was approved with a number of
minor amendments. The Reports of the Editor and the
Chairman of the Promotion Committee were received.
The audited Accounts for the period ended 30th November 1969 were circulated at the Meeting and were
approved. All Officers were re-elected. The following
Societies were elected to the Publishing Committee:
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society, Enfield Arclhaeological Society, Fulham History Society,
Lewisham Local History Society, Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society.
Minutes will be circulated shortly before the next
A.G.M. but copies of the Accounts are obtainable
from The Secretary of the Publishing Committee, 7
Coalecroft Road, S.W.15.

ROMAN ROAD No. 167
I n 1967 and 1968 the Hendon and District Archaeological Society undertook an investigation into the
suggested line of Roman Road No. 167, through
Hendon and Mill Hill. The report on this work has
been completed and will be published in the December 1970 issue of the Transactions of the London and
Middlesex Archaeological Society. The report will be
approximately 25 pages long and includes 12 figures.
The report includes descriptions of a portion of a
1st century A.D. road and its associated pottery.
There are also details of a site on the suggested line,
where no Roman road was found, but a fifteenth century road and associated pottery is described. This
report is of considerable interest in respect of the
Roman road network in the London area because
of the new light it sheds on the subject.
The cost of the report should be 7 or 8 shillings.
If you are interested and would like to purchase one
or more copies, please write to Brian Robertson, 2
Myddleton Square, London, E.C. 1.

