












David Ramsay's Patent for furnaces, 1636 
Attention is often drawn to the reference to possible 
use for making of stone jugs and bottles in the Patent 
for a design of high temperature furnace which was 
granted in 1636 to David Ramsay, in partnership with 
two London brewers. However, apart from the 
indication this gives of some continuing interest in the 
possibility of English stoneware manufacture, there is 
probably no particular significance, since other 
products, also regularly imported, for which possible 
use was indicated were the traditional "earthen wicker 
bottles" from Normandy, melting pots and bricks and 
tiles. 

The Civil War period to 1650 
After 1640 there is a long gap in the record of extant 
London Port Rooks until after the Restoration of 
King Charles I1 in 1660, and information about the 
stoneware imports is laclung. In 1642, the year of the 
outbreak of the Civil War, Parliament approved a new 
edition of the official Book of Rates which increased 
the nominal values of many imported goods for 
19.There is a printed edition of the revised 1642 Book of Rates in 

Guildhall Library, London. This remained in force until 1657. 

20. Gob& (1971) (fn 12). The estimated quantity of clay dug in 

calculation of import duty; for stone pots the previous 
1604 value of £1 5s Od per 100 cast was doubled to 
£2 10s Od. An additional 5% tax was also levied19. 

On the Continent the severe effects of the Thirty Years 
War continued to be experienced until after peace was 
established in 1648. Gobels' investigation of Frechen 
clay-digging records found a further gap in the 
surviving series after the 1630s until 1648, though he 
found other records confirming that some stoneware 
production and trading was continuing. In 1648 there 
was apparently a massive revival in the clay-digging, 
but it was suspended entirely in 1649, with an 
annotation in the record that this was because of "the 
war in England"20. The actual impediment may have 
been the blockade enforced by the English Royalist 
fleet based in the United Provinces during the period 
before the execution of King Charles I in January 
1649, but the implication seems to be that some 
significant trading of stoneware to England had 
previously continued. 
(to be continued) 

1648, 1456.4 tonnes, was more than three times as much as in 
any other recorded year in the period 1560-1660 and nearly 
twice that of the hrther final record in the series, 757.3 tonnes 
in 1664. 

Fig. 4: medallion used on Woolwich stoneware bottles and jugs 
from 1974 excavations (Plumstead Museum). 
(Photo: Christopher Green) 

Fig. 5: medallion used on Prechen stoneware bottle in private 
collection with initials "0. D. K." for Jan op de Kamp, 
excavated Frechen (waster). 
(Photo: R Jaeschke, Aachen, by courtesy of J van Loo) 


