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25, BROAD STREET, ELY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING & RECORDING
SUMMARY
In March and April 2007, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) undertook archaeological
monitoring and recording of land at 25, Broad Street, Ely, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5436
7993). The monitoring was undertaken in advance of a proposed residential development.
A trial trench evaluation was undertaken at this site prior to monitoring. Four trenches were
excavated revealing evidence of Saxo-Norman, Medieval and post-medieval occupation and
also the existence of a large channel which remained open until the latter part of the medieval
period (McConnell et al. 2006).
The archaeological monitoring encountered modern and post-medieval disturbance. This
series of groundworks did not encroach on earlier archaeological deposits recorded during
the trial trench evaluation.

1

INTRODUCTION

1.1
In March and April 2007, Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) conducted
archaeological monitoring and recording of land at 25, Broad Street, Ely,
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5436 7993) (Fig. 1, DP1). The monitoring was
commissioned by Freshwater Estates (UK) Ltd. prior to the proposed residential
redevelopment of the site (planning application E/03/00873/FUL) following advice
from the local planning authority regarding the high archaeological potential of the
site. The monitoring followed a desk-based assessment and trial trench evaluation of
the site (McConnell, D. et al. 2006; Woolhouse 2006).
1.2
The monitoring was conducted in accordance with a brief issued by
Cambridgeshire Archaeology Planning and Countryside Advice (CAPCA) (dated 30th
March 2006) and a specification compiled by Archaeological Solutions (dated 31th
March 2006). The project followed the procedures outlined in the Institute of Field
Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (revised
2001). It also adhered to the Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England
(Gurney 2003).
2

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

2.1
Ely is situated in the flat fenlands of East Anglia. The city and its surrounding
villages rise above the plain on slight eminences, though centuries of land reclamation
have drained the fen pools which gave the area its historical character. The
surrounding landscape is one of relatively sparse and predominantly rural small towns
and villages. The river Great Ouse flows south to north, just east of Ely. Since WWII
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the city has undergone rapid expansion, particularly to the west and north and was
granted the status of city during the administrative reorganisations of 1974. In more
recent times, growth has begun to extend southwards from the historic centre with a
mixture of recreational and light industrial uses (Fig. 1).
2.2
Broad Street is situated in the historic core of the city, south-east of the
Cathedral and park. The site is a yard/garden plot to the north and west of number 25,
Broad Street. To the north, the site is bounded by the southern limit of 23 Broad
Street. The plot is bounded to the south and east by Jubilee Gardens, a public park.
To the west, the site fronts onto Broad Street (Fig. 2). The site lies at approximately
7m AOD. To the south-east, land slopes gently downward towards the river.
3

BACKGROUND

3.1

Topography, geology and soils

3.1.1 Ely is situated in north-eastern Cambridgeshire, on an ‘island’ slightly raised
above the level of the surrounding fenland and Great Ouse. The highest points, in the
centre and the west of the town, lie at approximately 25m AOD. The assessment site
itself lies within the historic core of Ely, at approximately 6m AOD. Land slopes
gently downward to the south-east, towards the river Great Ouse, 200m away.
3.1.2 Changes in sea level in the past have caused periodic inundation of the
surrounding flat fen plains, resulting in the deposition of silts and estuarine clays. The
historic environment created as a result was one of extensive salt-marshes and
freshwater fens, with large expanses of peat generated under waterlogged, anaerobic
conditions (Seale 1975, Hall 1996).
3.1.3 The underlying bedrock of the region is thick and impermeable Jurassic
Kimmeridge Clay. The Jurassic Strata represent depositions in an early marine
environment some 150 million years ago and have rich fossil-bearing horizons.
Kimmeridge Clay extends throughout the Isle of Ely and is capped on the higher land
by outcrops of younger Cretaceous Lower Greensand, deposited some 70 million
years ago and later exposed by tectonic activity in the Pleistocene Era (Seale 1975).
The water-bearing Greensand capping which forms the high ground of the city may
extend as far east as the site.
3.2

Archaeological and historical background

Neolithic (4000-2400 BC)
3.2.1 During the Mesolithic, the fenland basin was dry and forested. From around
the 5th millennium BC, this environment was subjected to alternate phases of marine
and freshwater inundation, leading to the creation of a varied landscape with salt
marshes, pools of open water and silt and peat fen (French 2000; Reynolds 2000).
Many Neolithic flint scatters and contemporary monuments are located around the
fen-edge and along major watercourses (including the Great Ouse), which acted as
corridors of movement and communication. Evidence of Neolithic settlement is
invariably ephemeral and difficult to precisely map, but the Ely area seems to have
been largely empty of settlement at this time. Seasonal activity may have occurred;
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the blades and scatters of flint found at Nornea to the north-east possibly reflecting a
temporary cooking site. Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age pits, ditches, roundhouse
remains and plough marks have been found at Bray’s Lane to the north of the present
marketplace (HER 10475), indicating some early attempts at arable agriculture and
settlement on the clay island (Hunter 1991).
Bronze Age (2400-750 BC)
3.2.2 A major period of inundation occurred in the late Neolithic and early Bronze
Age, with a consequent loss of dry land. Ceramic and flint scatters of the period have
been found across Ely, though the distribution remains sparse. A Beaker cemetery is
known at Springfield Lane (HER 07245), while ditches and pits throughout the area
indicate a concerted investment in the landscape. The fens were also utilised for ritual
purposes, as burial mounds along the fen edge and a hoard of votive metalwork
discovered in 1939 at Stuntney demonstrate (Hall 1996, 35).
Iron Age (750 BC-AD 42)
3.2.3 Regular and extensive flooding seems to have occurred in the later prehistoric
fenland and the Iron Age is thus poorly represented in the archaeological record.
Activity in Ely does seem to have increased by the later Iron Age: part of an Iron Age
field system has been found at Bray’s Lane (Hunter 1991) and a late Iron Age/early
Roman pit and gully were revealed during excavations at Walsingham House, south
of the Cathedral (HER 10476; Hunter 1992). Signs of occupation in the late Iron Age
were also found at 36b St John’s Road, approximately 1.5km west of the assessment
site, in 2000 (HER CB15549; Abrams 2000). A series of ditches, pits, postholes and a
possible roundhouse were identified. Some produced artefacts of late Iron Age date,
including an assemblage of Plain Ware pottery characteristic of sites of this period in
the southern Fens. In the late Iron Age, Ely may have been part of the territory of the
western Iceni, whose political centre was probably at Stonea Camp, near March
(Salway 2001, 77).
Roman (AD 42-410)
3.2.4 Fenland that had not been available for settlement for some time due to
flooding probably began to become accessible again in the early 2nd century AD due
to natural changes in relative sea level. However, what began as small-scale
colonisation of the fenland by enterprising families soon seems to have attracted the
attention and intervention of the Emperor Hadrian. Salway argues: ‘there are clear
signs that at least the broad areas of settlement were determined by a central
authority’ (2001, 145). The dykes and ditches in the eastern Fens suggest a concerted
effort to drain the land for agricultural settlement, though a Roman dock at Stuntney
illustrates the continuing usefulness of the fenland waterways.
3.2.5 Excavation and fieldwork are gradually painting a more detailed picture of
Roman Ely. Residual Roman pottery has been recovered from the Paddock (HoltonKrayenbuhl 1988; HER 10170b), Forehill (Alexander 1994) to the north of the
assessment site and the Old Tesco site c.200m to the north-east (HER CB15424).
Excavations at Chief’s Street (Kenney 2002; NGR TL 5354 8044), to the north-west
of the city centre, have found signs of Roman activity in the form of fence-lines of
postholes and other boundary features. These are probably connected to settlement
adjacent to the Roman road that ran across the summit of Ely Island (HER CB15534).
The picture developing is of a spread of small settlements practicing mixed
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agriculture, with some exploitation of the wetland resources of the fens. The later city
centre has yielded evidence for a Roman presence nearby in the form of residual
pottery and chance finds, but does not appear at present to have itself been the site of
any intensive settlement.
Post-Roman and Saxon (AD 410-850)
3.2.6 The post-Roman period remains poorly understood. Circumstantial evidence
shows a possible breakdown of flood defences in the 5th century which may have seen
much reclaimed land return to fen. Sites in Ely have been discovered with Roman
and Saxon activity in the same area, though this may reflect the confined geographical
conditions rather than necessarily implying continuity.
3.2.7 Ely may have been the centre of an early polity ruled by the Gyrwe or ‘fendwellers’, recorded by the 8th century Northumbrian historian Bede (Tr. Sherley-Price
& Latham 1990, 236-7). Bede (in AD 731) described Ely as ‘a district of about 600
hides in the kingdom of the East Angles, like an island in that it is surrounded by
marshes or by water, taking its name from the abundance of eels which are caught in
the same marshes’ (in Lapidge et al. 2001, 166). Bede’s description highlights one of
the attractions of the fenland environment around Ely for early settlers: the supply of
freshwater fish.
3.2.8 Evidence for early settlement is sparse, though the location of a place known
as Cratendun, which formed the c.4th to 6/7th century precursor to the later town,
remains a research priority (HER 02104). Tentative suggestions have linked
Cratendun with Little Thetford, Bedwell Hey and even Braham Farm to the south of
the city, though with little evidence. A small grave field discovered at the former
Witchford aerodrome in 1947 provides evidence for an early Saxon presence. About
30 burials were destroyed before proper excavation, but a range of burial equipment
and dress items was dated to the 5th-7th centuries on contemporary interpretations
(Fowler 1948). A second inhumation cemetery lies north of modern Ely.
3.2.9 Ely’s later prosperity derived from the early establishment of a monastery
(HER 07322A). The remoteness of the Fenland seems to have been attractive to early
Anglo-Saxon monks and hermits seeking withdrawal from the secular world (for
example, St Guthlac at Crowland). More organised early Christian activity in
Cambridgeshire may have begun at Soham to the east in the early 7th century with the
foundation of a minster by the Burgundian evangelist Felix (Oosthuizen 2000, 28).
Tradition attributes the foundation of æl ge or ‘eel people land’ (Reaney 1943) to the
East Anglian princess Aetheldreda in AD 673. The motive for the foundation was
strategic as well as religious: Ely was located in the border country between the
kingdoms of East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria and the move was probably
intended to stabilise the East Anglian royal dynasty’s control of the region
(Oosthuizen 2000, 28). Nothing remains of Aetheldreda’s original foundation and its
site in relation to the present cathedral is uncertain (HER 07322A).
3.2.10 The foundation of the monastery stimulated settlement and activity across Ely.
Middle Saxon property boundaries have been found on the eastern edge of the modern
town at Jewson’s Yard (Alexander 2002). A watching brief at St Mary’s Lodge, close
to the present city centre and the presumed site of Aetheldreda’s monastery, found an
assemblage of Ipswich Ware pottery (AD 700-850) associated with a beam slot
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(Robinson 2000). To the west, on Chief’s Street, middle Saxon pits, wells and an
oven have been excavated, while the environmental evidence recovered suggested
flax was grown in the vicinity (Kenney 2002). Recent excavations at West Fen Road,
to the west of the city, have revealed extensive pre-monastic Saxon settlement and
farming remains (Mortimer 2000). Middle Saxon Ely appears to have been a
considerable settlement, stretching over 2km from West Fen to the river Ouse, rather
than the small village nucleated around the monastery that was once envisaged
(Kenney 2002). Ely may have been among the first order of English settlements of
the period in terms of size.
Late Saxon and Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1150)
3.2.11 The presence of the monastery and river access along the Ouse resulted in Ely
becoming an important local focus for trade and commerce in the middle and late
Saxon periods. Ely was an established trading centre before the Norman Conquest.
The early market place was located west of the precinct at Palace Green (Robinson
1994). No market charter exists, as it appears to have been established before these
were issued (Hart 1966). Fairs were granted in the 12th and early 14th centuries and
held at the monastery. These may also have functioned as annual pilgrimages (Ridout
2000).
3.2.12 Evidence for late Saxon occupation has been found in the form of backyard
deposits at St Mary’s Lodge (Robinson 2000), rubbish pits on the Chapel Street
frontage (HER CB15532) and a Saxo-Norman boundary with ditches, gullies and a
small wooden structure at Chief’s Street (Kenney 2002). At 2 West End (HER
CB15551) late Saxon and medieval pottery has been recovered from ditches, pits,
postholes, beam-slots and dump layers.
3.2.13 Ely was used by the English rebel Hereward the Wake as a base for attacks on
Norman forces in 1070-1. After his defeat, a motte-and-bailey castle was built by
William the Conqueror to secure the submission of the Isle (VCH II); Cherry Hill
(HER 01764, SAM 39) to the west of the site is thought to have been the motte of this
castle. By the mid-13th century, the castle was disused and there was a windmill on
the mound, used to grind the monks’ grain (Holton-Krayenbuhl 2000). This is
illustrated on early maps. Domesday Book suggests Ely was a wealthy, if fairly rural,
settlement in the late 11th century (Morris 1975).
3.2.14 Ely gained greater prominence after the Norman Conquest and the abbey was
rebuilt after the installation of Theodwin of Jumièges as abbot by William the
Conqueror (Knowles & Hadcock 1971). The construction of the cathedral began in
the 1080s and was completed in the 1180s.
Medieval and high medieval (AD 1150-1500)
3.2.15 Excavations in the city have revealed substantial amounts of pottery, domestic
refuse pits, occupation evidence and building remains, which indicate the sequence of
medieval urban development (Robinson 1994). Between the 11th and 13th centuries,
settlement moved to the area between the cathedral and the river wharves and a
marketplace was established north of the abbey precinct (Owen 1993; Reynolds 1994;
Jones 1994). This area was in turn abandoned from the 14th century onwards and
settlement shifted slightly to the present urban core just north of the cathedral. A
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number of rich medieval buildings remain extant in the city (HER 08435, 07259,
08755) and many others survived into the 20th century.
3.2.16 Documentary evidence concerning the medieval period is abundant. A survey
of 1251 describes the wide range of occupations in the town, including tanners,
glaziers, butchers, merchants and a dealer in spices (Taylor 1973, 248). The lay
subsidy of 1327 indicates that Ely was a wealthy town with high taxpayers (Hesse
2000). Pressure on space meant that the market was gradually filled in, so that by the
15th century the city had probably reached its greatest extent until modern times. The
wealthy city dealt in cloth from Bury St Edmunds, lead and wax from Boston, glass
from Yarmouth, tin from King’s Lynn and canvas from St Ives. The town also lay on
the busy London highway to King’s Lynn (according to John Ogilby’s Britannia,
1675). Much of Ely’s prosperity also derived from the surrounding fens: new efforts
at fen drainage in the 12th and 13th centuries yielded valuable agricultural land, while
surviving cathedral records reveal that the bishop had enclosures set aside for peat
digging.
3.2.17 Agrarian crisis, recurrent flooding and the onset of the plague in 1349
contributed to the relative stagnation of the town in the 14th and 15th centuries, when
peripheral and more marginal properties were abandoned. However, in the 15th
century Ely was still a fairly populous city with land ownership dominated by the
Church. It had 520 households, of which 262 were tenants of the Bishop and 195 of
the Prior. The archaeological record indicates that flourishing regional and sometimes
international trade continued (Alexander 2002).
Post-medieval (AD 1500-1750)
3.2.18 Further economic retrenchment is suggested in the mid-17th century, during
and after the Civil War, when the cathedral lay derelict for several years. Recovery
was swift and the extent of the surviving 17th, 18th and 19th century architecture shows
that commerce continued to bring prosperity to the city into the modern period.
3.3

The site

3.3.1 The site lies within the known medieval core of Ely, in the Broad Street area
south-east of the city centre. Broad Street is located parallel to the channelled course
of the river Ouse and formed the south-eastern boundary of the medieval monastic
precinct, which formed a compact block extending down from the high ground several
hundred metres to the west.
3.3.2 The river, which formerly flowed past the foot of Stuntney Hill, was diverted
to its present course at some point in the late Saxon or early medieval period. The
exact chronology of the diversion of the Ouse and the development of wharves is still
unclear. It has been ascribed to the construction of the post-Conquest cathedral and
market place at the head of Fore Hill, which developed into the main thoroughfare
between the waterside and the hill top settlement. However, the discovery of a 10th
century roadside ditch parallel to Fore Hill suggests that the river had already been rerouted and a wharf established at an earlier date (Alexander 1998, 3), perhaps
connected with the 10th century re-foundation of the monastery (Holton-Krayenbuhl
2000). The first documentary reference to Broadhithe is in 1210 (Dickens 2002, 5).
A small excavation at the Maltings site discovered part of an early waterfront. It was
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undated, but cut by a pit containing 13th century pottery (Reynolds 1994). Another
length of the early waterfront, dated to the 14th century, was revealed during
excavations at Jewson’s Timber Yard (Alexander 2002).
3.3.3 The first documentary reference to the street is to a ‘Brodelane’ in c.1234/5
(Mills Whipp 1997). Fourteenth century surveys of their respective holdings by the
monastery and cathedral reveal that Broad Lane was fully built-up during the 13th
century, with narrow plots of land running eastwards to the riverside wharves
(Alexander 1998, 3).
A survey of 1418 (HMSO 1911) indicates that
‘Brodelandesende’ and ‘Brode Street’ were built-up, with most land used for domestic
cottages, tenements and gardens. There is also some evidence of commercial or light
industrial use in the form of a ‘maltstere’ and a ‘storeyerd’ belonging to the
monastery. These appear to have been located at the eastern end of the street, to the
rear of properties and probably ran down to the riverside wharves.
3.3.4 Surviving medieval buildings on Broad Street, such as the Three Blackbirds
Public House at number 41, may be remnants of river-borne trade in this part of Ely.
This building was first constructed in the late 13th century as a merchant’s house and
is one of the earliest extant secular buildings in the district (Ely Preservation Trust
1984).
4

METHOD OF WORK

4.1
Archaeological monitoring was carried out on all groundworks (Fig. 3, DP2)
across the site including foundation and service trenches and general land reduction.
All groundwork was undertaken using a 360º mechanical excavator under supervision
of an archaeological Project Officer. Thereafter all excavation was undertaken using
hand tools. The exposed surfaces were cleaned and examined for archaeological
features. The site was recorded using a single–context recording system and features
and deposits were recorded using pro-forma recording sheets. Features and deposits
were drawn to scale and photographed as appropriate. Site visits to monitor the
groundworks were undertaken between the 6th March 2007 and the 20th April 2007.
An initial site visit was conducted on 8th December 2006.
5

DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS

5.1

Sample Section 1: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

DP3

South-west facing section
0=4.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.21m L2001 Layer. Crushed building rubble in a silty clay matrix
derived from recent demolition
0.21 – 1.04m L2004 Layer. Dark greyish brown silty clay. Post-medieval
make –up layer. Pottery (59g), animal bone (5g) and glass
(79g) recovered.
1.04 – 1.24m L2005 Yard surface. Compacted mixed crushed building
material. Post-medieval pottery (812g), CBM (500g) and
oyster shell (6g) were recovered.
1.24 – 1.74m+ L2006 Alluvial Layer. Very dark brown silty clay
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5.1.1 Modern Drain F2008 was seen in Sample Section 1 (Length >0.80m x Width
0.90m x Depth >1.50m). It was linear in plan; in profile, it had vertical sides, its base
was not visible. F2008 was sealed by demolition layer L2001. Its fill (L2009) was a
mixed flint pea gravel.
5.1.2 A brick wall (M2003) was encountered in Sample Section 1 surviving up to
three courses deep (>0.20m x 0.12m x 0.20m). It was identified as a possible land
boundary and was sealed by later post-medieval build up layer L2002. A brick sample
(2193g) was recovered from this feature
5.1.3 L2002 consisted of a very dark brown silty clay with occasional flint gravel
and limestone fragments. This layer was seen up to 0.80m below the ground surface.
5.2

Sample Section 2: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=4.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.18m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.18 – 0.28m L2010 Layer. Mixed compacted sand, gravel and tarmac.
0.28 – 0.92m L2004 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.92 – 1.18m L2005 Yard Surface. As above Sample Section 1.
1.18 – 1.47m L2006 Alluvial Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
1.47 – 1.76m+ L2007 Alluvial Layer. Bluish black silty clay.
5.2.1 Floor Surface F2011 was seen in Sample Section 2 after the removal of
deposits L2001 and L2010. It comprised of mid grey degraded limestone in a greyish
brown silty clay matrix (>1.10m x 0.80m x 0.11m). This surface was first identified in
evaluation Trench 4 where it was allocated F1027 (= F1077).
5.3

Sample Section 3: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

DP4

South-west facing section
0=4.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.22
L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.22 - 0.96m
L2004 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.96 – 1.18m L2005 Yard Surface. As above Sample Section 1.
1.18 – 1.30m L2006 Alluvial Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
1.30 – 1.59m+ L2007 Alluvial Layer. As above Sample Section 2.
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5.4

Sample Section 4: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=4.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.03m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.03 - 0.97m
L2002 Layer. Very dark brown silty clay with occasional flint
gravel and limestone fragments.
0.97 – 1.15m L2005 Yard Surface. As above Sample Section 1.
1.15 – 1.70m+ L2006 Alluvial Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
5.5

Sample Section 5: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-south-west facing section
0=5.70m AOD
0.00 – 0.04m L2012 Layer. Yellowish brown crushed sandstone concrete.
Modern made ground.
0.04 - 0.26m
L2013 Layer. Dark brown clayey loam. Modern made ground.
0.26 – 0.76m+ L2004 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
5.6

Sample Section 6: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=6.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.32m L2014 Made ground. Dark yellowish grey builders sand and
building rubble with frequent CBM (38g), wire and
plastic. Animal bone (42g) was recovered.
0.32 - 0.61m
L2017 Made ground. Mid orange brown silty clay with frequent
CBM, mortar and occasional flint fragments. Postmedieval pottery (45g) and CBM (218g) were recovered.
0.61 – 0.82m+ L2018 Made ground. Dark brown sandy clay with moderate
amounts of CBM and occasional flint and charcoal.
5.7

Sample Section 7: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

North-east facing section
0=6.29m AOD
0.00 – 0.31m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.31 - 0.48m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.48 – 0.89m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
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5.8

Sample Section 8: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

East-south-east facing section
0=6.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.26m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.26 - 0.46m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.46 – 0.87m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.9

Sample Section 9: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

North-east facing section
0=6.16m AOD
0.00 – 0.16m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.16 - 0.46m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.46 – 0.95m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.10

Sample Section 10: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=6.15m AOD
0.00 – 0.21m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.21 – 0.90m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.10.1 A lens (L2019) of compacted tile fragments and pottery sherds (>0.80m x
1.20m x <0.14m) was identified in Sample Section 10 within deposit L2018. Postmedieval pottery (272g), CBM (215g), animal bone (24g) and coke (9g)
were present.
5.11

Sample Section 11: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

DP5

South-west facing section
0=6.03m AOD
0.00 – 0.43m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.31 - 0.59m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.59 – 0.86m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.12

Sample Section 12: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=6.15m AOD
0.00 – 0.38m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.38 - 0.63m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.63 – 0.83m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
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5.13

Sample Section 13: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

DP6

South-east facing section
0=6.03m AOD
0.00 – 0.32m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.32 - 0.56m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.56 – 0.96m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.13.1 Wall M2021 was identified in Sample Section 13 (>10.30m x 0.50m x 0.46m)
consisting of yellow bricks measuring 170mm x 80mm x 60mm. They were roughly
finished and bonded with a sandy yellow mortar. The construction cut for the wall
(F2022) had vertical sides; its base was unseen. It had been backfilled with L2023, a
mid brownish grey sandy silt with occasional flint. This wall represents the remains of
terraced housing in existence on site prior to development. It was seen running on a
north-west/south-east alignment in various foundation trenches across the site.
5.13.2 Modern intrusion F2025 was seen in Sample Section 13 and relates to
demolition activity prior to development. It consisted of a vertical edge, seen in
section only, backfilled with L2024, a very dark brown silt with frequent brick and
mortar fragments and charcoal flecks. Its upper fill (L2029) was a mid orangey brown
sandy silt with frequent brick and mortar fragments.
5.14

Sample Section 14: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 4

South-west facing section
0=4.09m AOD
0.00 – 0.26m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.26 - 0.47m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.47 – 0.64m L2026 Layer. Mid brown sandy silt with occasional brick
fragments, mortar, plaster and flint.
0.64 – 0.78m L2027 Layer. Mid orange brown sandy silt
0.78 – 1.00m+ L2028 Layer. Dark brown clay silt
5.15

Sample Section 15: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

North-west facing section
0=4.09m AOD
0.00 – 0.24m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.24 - 0.54m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.54 – 0.92m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
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5.16

Sample Section 16: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

South-west facing section
0=4.09m AOD
0.00 – 0.24m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.24 - 0.50m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.50 – 0.74m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.17

Sample Section 17: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

North-east facing section
0=4.30m AOD
0.00 – 0.19m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.19 - 0.44m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.44 – 0.56m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.18

Sample Section 18: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

South-west facing section
0=4.09m AOD
0.00 – 0.33m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.33 - 0.61m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.61 – 0.94m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.19

Sample Section 19: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

North-west facing section
0=4.30m AOD
0.00 – 0.28m L2014 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.28 - 0.43m
L2017 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
0.43 – 0.80m+ L2018 Made ground. As above Sample Section 6
5.20

Sample Section 20: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

North-east facing section
0=5.70m AOD
0.00 – 0.19m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.19 - 0.81m+ L2004 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
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5.21

Sample Section 21: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

North-west facing section
0=5.70m AOD
0.00 – 0.14m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.14 - 0.89m+ L2004 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
5.22

Sample Section 22: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

DP7

South-west facing section
0=5.70m AOD
0.00 – 0.17m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 1.
0.17 - 0.51m
L2030 Modern demolition. Yellow mortared concrete hardcore
with frequent red /orange brick
0.51 – 0.90m+ L2031 Layer. Dark brown clay silt with occasional brick
fragments
5.23

Sample Section 23: Description of Deposits

Figs. 3 & 5

DP8

South-west facing section
0=5.70m AOD
0.00 – 0.23m L2001 Layer. As above Sample Section 22
0.23 - 0.47m
L2030 Modern demolition. As above Sample Section 22
0.47 – 1.22m+ L2031 Layer. As above Sample Section 22
5.23.1 Natural layer L2033 was seen in Sample Section 23 after the removal of
L2031 by machine. It was identified as a light greyish yellow sandy clay (>5m x >1m
x >0.26m).
6

CONFIDENCE RATING

6.1
It is not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological
features or finds.
7

DEPOSIT MODEL

7.1
A garden topsoil (L2000) consisting of a dark brown clay loam was removed
over an area measuring 134m² to the north of the site prior to the construction of a
row of garages. It was reduced by 0.40m in depth below ground level and was not
encountered anywhere else on site.
7.2
A series of deposits relating to recent demolition and construction were
evident across the site. A layer of building rubble (L2014), modern demolition layer
(L2001) and Layer L2012, yellowish brown crushed sandstone concrete, were the
uppermost deposits seen across site. Various other modern deposits including
levelling layer L2010 consisting of a mixed compacted sand, gravel and tarmac and
25, Broad Street, Ely, Cambridgeshire
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compacted surface L2011 were identified after the removal of L2014 and L2001. A
modern drainage pipe (F2008) was encountered after the removal of L2001 in Test Pit
3 backfilled with L2009, a mixed flint pea gravel. A layer of modern made ground
(L2013) seen after the removal of L2012 was identified as L2000, the material
removed during the groundworks for the proposed garages. L2030, a yellow mortared
concrete hardcore with frequent red /orange brick was also identified as a modern
make-up layer beneath L2001. This was identified in an excavated service trench.
7.3
After the removal of modern material a series of post-medieval layers were
encountered across the site. L2017 was a mid orange brown silty clay with frequent
CBM, mortar and occasional flint fragments. Post-medieval pottery (45g) and CBM
(218g) were recovered from this layer. It was seen between 0.16m and 0.61m below
the ground surface across the southern extents of the site.
7.4
After the removal of L2017, a second layer of made ground was encountered.
This was a dark brown sandy clay with moderate amounts of CBM and occasional
flint and charcoal and was allocated L2018. It was seen between 0.42m and 1.0m
below the ground surface. A thick lens of tile L2019 was noted within L2018; it was
1.20m in width with a depth of 0.14m.
7.5
In north-eastern areas of the site, post-medieval made ground was also
identified. L2002 was identified as a very dark brown silty clay with occasional flint
gravel and limestone fragments after the removal of modern deposits. It is highly
probable that this layer is the same as L2004. L2002 and L2004 were seen between
0.03m and 1.04m below the ground surface.
7.6
Both L2002 and L2004 overlay a rough yard surface (L2005) which consisted
of compacted mixed crushed building material from which post-medieval pottery
(812g), CBM (500g) and oyster shell (6g) were recovered. This was encountered as a
consistent layer between 0.92m and 1.24m below the ground surface.
7.7
Further made ground was identified to the north of wall F2021. A layer of mid
brown sandy silt with occasional brick fragments, mortar, plaster and flint was seen
after the removal of L2017. This was identified as L2026 and was seen between
0.47m and 0.64m below the ground surface. Beneath L2026 a mid orange brown
sandy silt (L2027) was seen to a depth of 0.78m. L2028 was allocated to a dark brown
clay silt seen after the removal of L2027 at a depth of 0.78m.
7.8
Numerous alluvial deposits were noted in section after the excavation of all
modern and post-medieval layers during the excavation of three test pits. L2006 was a
very dark brown silty clay with a depth of 0.55m. It overlay L2007 a bluish black silty
clay and was encountered between 1.47m and 1.76m below the ground surface.
7.9
The Natural (L2033) was seen in Sample Section 23 only after the removal of
L2031 by machine. It was identified as a light greyish yellow sandy clay (>5m x >1m
x >0.26m).
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8

DISCUSSION

8.1

Summary of the archaeology

8.1.1 The groundworks undertaken at 25 Broad Street, Ely encountered no
archaeological deposits earlier than the post-medieval period. This would appear to
correspond to the findings of the preceding trial trench evaluation (McConnell et al.
2005). The evaluation recorded that the considerable medieval sequences of deposits
were sealed by this post-medieval build up of material. The groundworks monitored
during this programme of monitoring did not extend to depths sufficient to encounter
the medieval deposits known to be present at the site. The results of this work,
therefore, offer no further information regarding the history of land use at the site than
that previously recorded during the trial trench evaluation.
8.1.2 All of the archaeological features and deposits recorded during this
programme of monitoring and recording were associated with structures extant on site
prior to the commencement of the development programme. A brick wall (M2021)
aligned north-west/south-east across the southern part of the site and Wall M2003
seen in Test Pit 2 are the remains of the Georgian and Victorian buildings that existed
on site before development began (Fig. 6). All structures on site were demolished
prior to archaeological investigation.
ARCHIVE DEPOSITION
Archive records, with an inventory, will be quantified, ordered, indexed, crossreferenced and checked for internal consistency. In addition to the overall site
summary, it will be necessary to produce a summary of the artefactual and ecofactual
data. The archive will be deposited with Cambridgeshire County Council
Archaeology Store
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APPENDIX 1
CONCORDANCE OF FINDS
AS 960: 25 Broad Street, Ely
Concordance of finds by feature
Feature Context Description
2003
Brick Wall
2004
Post Med Build up Layer
2005
Made Ground
2014
Made Ground
2018
2019
Made Ground
2017
Made Ground

25, Broad Street, Ely, Cambridgeshire

Spot Date

Pottery

CBM (g) A.Bone (g) Other
Brick (1) 2193g
1770-1860/1880 (4) 59g
5 Glass (2) 79g
1600-1800
(8) 812g
500
Oyster Shell (1) 6g
38
42
1600-1800
(18) 272g
215
24 Coke (1) 9g
1860+
(2) 45g
218
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APPENDIX 2
SPECIALISTS REPORTS
The Pottery
Peter Thompson
The excavation recovered 29 sherds of pottery weighing 1.107 kg. The assemblage is
in moderate condition with all the pottery having slight to moderate abrasion and
sherd size varying from 5g to over 625g for a heavy partial base. Most of the pottery
comprises post-medieval red earthenware c.1580-1900 including part of a base and
wall from a heavy jar, an open dish or platter rim with trailed slip, and a foot and part
of a glazed base from a tripod pipkin or skillet. L2004 contained a plate sherd each in
Creamware (1740-1880) and Pearlware (1770-1860) indicating a late 18th to mid 19th
century date. Potentially the earliest fabric is two sherds in pink local calcareous ware
(1500-1800) from L2004 and F2018 (L2019), the latter a fragment of wheel-made jug
rim. These could be transitional of 16th century date but if so they are residual
appearing in contexts dating after 1600.
Feature
2004

Context Type
Layer

2005
2018

2017

2019

Made
ground
Made
ground

Made
ground

Quantity
1x21g PMRE
1x8g Creamware
1x5g Pearlware
1x26g Local
Calcareous
Redware
7x785g PMRE
16x242g PMRE
1x12g LCR

1x8g PMRE

Date
Comment
17701860/1880

1600-1800 Includes base of thick
jar 12 cm diam
1600-1800 Includes open dish
with white slip deco
under the glaze and a
glazed leg, possibly
from a pipkin with
internal glaze. LCR
jug rim
1860+
1x37g sewage pipe

The Ceramic Building Materials
Andrew Peachey
Excavations produced a total of 17 fragments (753g) of 17th-18th century CBM from
three made ground layers, one 17th-18th century brick (2193g) sampled from an in situ
wall, and a single fragment (218g) of modern brick from a further layer of made
ground. The CBM was recorded by fragment count and weight (g) with fabrics
examined at x20 magnification. All data was entered into a Microsoft Excel
spreadsheet that will be deposited as part of the archive.
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The 17 fragments of 17th-18th century CBM recovered were entirely derived from
12mm thick flat roof tile. The tile was moderately abraded and substantially abraded
with extent dimensions except thickness recorded. The tile was present in a single
fabric that is generally pale yellow-brown (2.5Y 7/6-8/6) throughout with
inconsistent, thin oxidised cores also present (occasional fragments are oxidised
throughout). Inclusions are of common shell & calcareous fragments (generally 0.53mm with sparse fragments to 7mm) and sparse red/black iron rich inclusions. The
fabric is hard with slightly powdery surfaces though vesiculation may result in
abrasiveness. Only relatively small quantities were recovered and these were present
in layers of Made Ground L2005 (10 fragments, 500g), L2014 (2 fragments 38g) &
F2018 L2019 (5 fragments 215g). The remaining layer of Made Ground,
L2017contained a single fragment (218g) of modern, machine-cut brick.
A single brick was taken as a sample from Brick Wall S2003 and had dimensions of
?x110x60mm (the length is a minimum of 200mm but the brick is incomplete). The
brick has a smooth base and fairly regular arrises and faces. The brick exhibits dark
but slightly inconsistent oxidised tones throughout and is well fired. The fabric is
poorly levigated with inclusions of sparse calcareous and iron rich grains (0.05-5mm)
and sparse clay pellets, probably recycled pottery/CBM (5-15mm). This type is a
‘stock’ red brick that while not particularly diagnostic, was probably produced from
the 17th-early 19th centuries.
Animal Bone
Carina Phillips
Eight fragments of animal bone were recovered during monitoring and recording.
Three contexts produced animal bone (F2004, F2014 and F2018). The two most
common species usually represented in British archaeological assemblages,
sheep/goat and cattle were the only species identified in the assemblage. Further
consideration of the animal bone is restricted by the small size of the assemblage.
Species
Sheep/goat
Cattle
Large sized
Small sized
Unidentifiable
Total

NISP
3
1
2
1
1
8

Table 1: Number of Identified SPecimens/fragments (NISP) of animal bone
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