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Non-Technical Summary
Following the submission of a planning application for the erection of a detached dwelling on land to the
north of Top Moor Ridding Cottage, Wray, Lancashire, the local planning authority asked for the
submission of a heritage statement. In order to provide information for this Greenlane Archaeology was
commissioned to undertake an archaeological desk-based assessment of the site.
The site is within the Conservation Area for Wray, and there are a large number of Listed Buildings and
other standing buildings of historic interest within its vicinity. Wray is thought to be a planned village with
its origins in the early 13th century associated with the planned town of Hornby, although there is
evidence for prehistoric activity in the general area.
An assessment of the likely impact of the proposed development on the archaeology and built heritage
of the area is included. This considers the likely impact of the development on the conservation area to
be low as this part of the village has already seen a the addition of a relatively large number of modern
buildings, although there is some potential for below ground remains of medieval and earlier date to be
present.
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Circumstances of the Project

1.1.1 Following the submission of a planning application (Ref. 10/00338/FUL) by Mr and Mrs Robinson
(herafter ‘the client’) for the erection of a detached dwelling on land to the north of Top Moor Ridding
Cottage, Wray, Lancashire (NGR 3603 4677) the local planning authority asked for the submission of a
Heritage Statement. The site is within the Conservation Area for Wray and the Heritage Statement is
intended to assess the impact of the proposed development on this. Greenlane Archaeology was
approached by Greg Gilding of Fisher Wrathall Architectural to produce an archaeological desk-based
assessment in order to provide supporting information for the Heritage Statement. This project design
outlines the nature of the work that will be carried out by Greenlane Archaeology in order to produce the
desk-based assessment.

1.2

Location, Geology, and Topography

1.2.1 The site is located on the north side of Wray, in an area known as ‘The Gars’, and is at
approximately 50m above sea level (Ordnance Survey 2005; Figure 1). It is within the Conservation Area
for Wray, which was first designated in 1973 (Lancaster City Council 2009, 2). Wray is on the north edge
of the Forest of Bowland, less than 2km from Hornby, which is to the north-west (ibid). The solid geology
comprises Namurian millstone grit (Moseley 1978, plate 1), with overlying drift deposits of glacial till,
sands, and gravel forming an area of undulating land, dominated by pasture (Countryside Commission
1998, 93).
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Figure 1: Site location
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2.

Methodology

2.1

Desk-Based Assessment

2.1.1 A desk-based assessment was carried out in accordance with the guidelines of the Institute for
Archaeologists (IfA 2008a). This principally comprised an examination of early maps of the site and
published secondary sources. A number of sources of information were used during the desk-based
assessment:
x

Lancashire Historic Environment Record (HER): this is a list of all the known sites of
archaeological interest within the county, which is maintained by Lancashire County Council and
is the primary source of information for an investigation of this kind. All of the known sites of
archaeological interest within 250m of the centre of the proposed development area were
examined (hereafter ‘the study area’); each identified site comes with a grid reference,
description and source and any additional information which was referenced was also examined
as necessary. In addition, unpublished reports of archaeological investigations in the vicinity of
the site were examined;

x

Lancashire Record Office, Preston (LRO): this was visited principally in order to examine early
maps and plans of the site, but other documentary sources and published records were also
consulted in order to gather information about the historical development of the site and its
environs, and also information about the archaeology of its immediate environs;

x

Greenlane Archaeology library: additional secondary sources, used to provide information for
the site background, were examined.

2.2

Archive

2.2.1 A comprehensive archive of the project has been produced in accordance with the project design
(see accompanying CD), and current IfA and English Heritage guidelines (Brown 2007; English Heritage
1991). The paper and digital archive and a copy of this report will be deposited in the Lancashire Record
Office in Preston at a suitable time on completion of the project, on agreement with the client. A copy of
this report will be provided for the client, a digital copy for the client’s agent, and a copy will be retained
by Greenlane Archaeology. In addition, at a suitable time a digital copy will be provided to the Planning
Officer (HER) at Lancashire County Council, and a record of the project will be made on the OASIS
scheme, on agreement with the client.
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Results
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3.1.1 The results of the desk-based assessment have been used to produce two separate elements.
Firstly, the production of a general history of the site based on previous historical and archaeological
work within the study area and its wider environs (Section 3.2). Secondly, a map regression outlining the
way in which the site has developed over time (Section 3.3). The information contained in these two
sections is then brought together in a conclusion (Section 3.4).

3.2

Site History

3.2.1 Wray is a planned medieval village, probably laid out in c1200 in association with the nearby
market town of Hornby (Garnett 1997). It is first recorded in 1229 and by at least 1319 it had 20 tofts and
various tenants, paying rent to the Hornby estate (Farrer and Brownbill 1914, 209). The name of the
village is of Norse origin, meaning a corner (Ekwall 1922, 182). Hornby was also a planned settlement
and possibly only created in the 13th century following the granting of a market charter, although it failed
grow to any great size (White 1996, 127-128). It has seen considerably more archaeological
investigation, however, with excavation revealing what were probably elements of this planned
settlement, as well as a small amount of probably residual prehistoric material (McPhillps and Brennand
2007). Larger quantities of prehistoric material, probably of Mesolithic date, has been found elsewhere in
Hornby, and seems likely that the River Lune and its tributaries were widely utilised during this period
(Hodgson and Brennand 2006, 26).
3.2.2 Top Moor Cottage is situated on the north side of an area known as ‘The Gars’, which is perhaps
a corruption of ‘grass’ and might suggest that the circular area this forms was a former village green
(Garnett 1997). The coming of the turnpike road, which was effectively built across the green in 1823,
clearly led to some reorganisation of the area, in particular with Wray House, to the south of Top Moor
Ridding Cottage, being reversed to face onto the new road to the south (Garnett 1997, 10). It has an
earlier datestone of 1688 above what would have been the original front door, in the north side (Garnett
1999, 188; although this seems to conflict with the evidence of the map from the 1770s, which does not
appear to show any building in this location; see Section 3.3.1 below). Wray House is thought to have
been constructed by William Marshall (ibid); the Marshall family were clearly prominent in Wray from an
early date as they are recorded as holding a considerably amount of land in the village a survey of the
Hornby estate carried out in c1584 (Chippendell 1939, 36). They are also closely connected to the site
as they owned land adjoining it (see Section 3.3.3 below).
3.2.3 Previous archaeological work in Wray has been limited to building recording of the former post
office (Ratter 2004), a barn at Bridge House (Ratter 2003), and, closest to the site, West Barn on Hornby
Road (LUAU 2001). None of these are of particular relevance to the study area, however.
3.2.4 There are 26 sites recorded within the study area, the majority of which (23) are standing
buildings, of which 18 are Listed Grade II. These too are of relatively limited relevance to the site, apart
from further emphasising its presence within the Conservation Area; the majority comprise domestic
dwellings within the village, although two places of worship and a Quaker meeting house are also
included. In addition, two of the sites recorded in the HER are earthworks relating to agricultural activity,
and so are also of little relevance to the site, while one is a fragment of prehistoric bronze axe, which is
perhaps a further indication of the potential for prehistoric activity in the general area, although this
should be considered only slight. A summary of all of the sites recorded in the HER is presented in Table
1 below.
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HER no.

Site

NGR

Description

PRN 641

Friend’s Meeting House, Hornby
Road

SD 6018 6764

Quaker Meeting House, Listed Grade II

PRN 2242

New Inn, Hornby Road

SD 60090 67671

Public house, dated 1775, Listed Grade
II

PRN 2244

Walnut Cottage, Main Street

SD 60240 67640

House, dated 1673, Listed Grade II

PRN 2245

North of Hoskin’s Farm

SD 60287 67572

Late 18th century barn incorporating mid
16th century baffle entry house, Listed
Grade II

PRN 2247

Church House, Nos. 71 and 72
Main Street

SD 60316 67561

Two houses, dated 1694 and probably
18th century, Listed Grade II

PRN 2250

The Cross, 73 Main Street

SD 60334 67523

House, late 17th century with alterations,
Listed Grade II

PRN 2253

Oak Cottage, Main Street

SD 60249 67633

House, mid 18th century, Listed Grade II

PRN 2254

Hoskin’s Farm

SD 60277 67540

18th century farmhouse

PRN 2255

Ivy Cottage and Ivy House, Main
Street

SD 60289 67610

Houses, mid 18th century, Listed Grade
II

PRN 2256

Wray House, Hornby Road

SD 60242 67664

House, c1800. The rear wall as a re-set
moulded doorway with moulded lintel
inscribed ‘1688 WM’, Listed Grade II

PRN 3386

Honby Road

SD 60123 67688

Late 18th – early 19th century barn, now
two houses

PRN 4326

South west of Wray Village

SD 60200 67500

Hollow ways and ridge and furrow
shown in aerial photograph,

PRN 4327

West of Hornby Road

SD 60132 67566

Ridge and furrow and elongated ‘C’
shaped hollow shown in aerial
photograph

PRN 5261

Holy Trinity Church

SD 60377 67575

Church

PRN 12056

Hoskin’s Farm

SD 6028 6753

Early Bronze Age flat axe fragment

PRN 16300

Top Cottage, School Lane

SD 6031 6748

House, mid 18th century, Listed Grade II

PRN 16301

The Old Vicarage, Wennington
Road

SD 60291 67714

Vicarage, 1840s, Listed Grade II

PRN 16315

No. 60,The Gars (Fern Cottage)

SD 60200 67688

House, mid 18th century, altered, Listed
Grade II

PRN 16318

Windsor House, Main Street

SD 60263 67649

House, early to mid 19th century, Listed
Grade II

PRN 16319

Greystones, and Nos. 1, 2, and
3, Greystones Cottages, Main

SD 60299 67593

Row of houses, c1800, Listed Grade II
Client: Mr and Mrs Robinson
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Street
PRN 16320

Poplar House, Main Street

SD 60332 67533

Early 19th century house, Listed Grade II

PRN 16323

Malvern House, Main Street

SD 60269 67603

House, early to mid 19th century, Listed
Grade II

PRN 16324

Thistle House, Main Street

SD 60312 67505

House, early to mid 19th century, Listed
Grade II

PRN 16325

Post Office and Adjoining House,
Main Street

SD 60326 67497

House and shop, dated 1746, altered,
Listed Grade II

PRN 25275

West Barn, Hornby Road

SD 60123 67688

Archaeological building survey of barn
prior to conversion

PRN 31432

Wesleyan Methodist
Hornby Road

SD 6015 6764

Chapel, built in 1848

Chapel,

Table 1: HER sites recorded within the study area

3.3

Map Regression

3.3.1 Introduction: earlier county maps, which included the site, were examined, such as Yates’ map
of Lancashire dated 1786 and Hennet’s plan of 1830, but these are typically not detailed enough to
provide any useful information. The latter of these does, however, indicate the presence of a building or
buildings in the general vicinity of Top Moor Ridding Cottage and the presence of the Lancaster to
Richmond Turnpike Road, newly built at that time (Garnett 1997, 10), to the south of Wray House (the
line of the present B6480). Two more detailed maps specifically of Wray, held in the archives at Hornby
Castle were also examined, although it was not possible to reproduce them in the report.
3.3.2 Plan of Wray, 1770s: this plan, thought to have been carried out as part of a survey of
customary tenants in Wray, is remarkably detailed. However, it does just includes the north end of the
village and is not clear if Top Moor Ridding Cottage is present. It is apparent how much the village has
changed in subsequent maps, with its northern end truncated, apparently to allow the new turnpike road
to pass through (although the subsequent map does call this into question; see Section 3.3.3 below).
The dating of this map is also uncertain: it does not appear to show Wray House, which, although altered
or rebuilt later, has a datestone of 1688 (Garnett 1997, 188).
3.3.3 Estate Plan, c1820: this plan shows the site before the construction of the turnpike road to the
south of Wray House; a road is shown and Wray House is clearly visible facing onto it, but it is truncated
and does not extend any great distance to the east. Top Moor Ridding Cottage is also clearly shown, as
is the associated piece of land to the north, which is marked with the name ‘J Reckelt’. The land either
side is shown as belonging to ‘J Marshall Esq’.
3.3.4 Ordnance Survey 1847: this clearly shows the site as within an area of enclosed ground,
probably a garden, to the north of Top Moor Ridding Cottage (Plate 1). There is a small lane to the west
running northwards into the fields beyond and larger groups of houses to the west and south.

Client: Mr and Mrs Robinson
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Plate 1: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1847

3.3.5 Plan of the Township of Wray with Botton (LRO DRB 1/214 1849a): this slightly later map
shows much the same detail but at a larger scale, with divisions between properties apparent and the
plots numbered with details of the land owner, occupier, and a brief description given in the
accompanying schedule (Plate 2). In this case plot 310, which comprises Top Moor Ridding and the land
to the north, is owned by a Henry Parker, occupied by Robert Robinson, and described as a house and
garden (LRO DRB 1/214 1849b). The large field to the west (plot number 2) is owned and occupied by
Richard Marshall Esq and named ‘High Croft’. In addition, is shows that a large new building has been
constructed to the south-east of Top Moor Ridding Cottage.

Plate 2: Plan of the Township of Wray with Botton, 1849

Client: Mr and Mrs Robinson
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3.3.6 Ordnance Survey 1891: the site has changed remarkably little in the intervening period,
although the scale of this map shows the detail of various outbuildings and additional enclosures
associated with Top Moor Ridding Cottage (Plate 3). In addition, a new building has been constructed to
the south-west associated with a small enclosure, perhaps also a garden, created in the former field. It
also labels the large building constructed to the south-east of Top Moor Ridding Cottage, built between
the publication of the previous two maps, as the vicarage.

Plate 3: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1891

3.3.7 Ordnance Survey 1913: this shows much the same detail as the previous map, although the
enclosed area to the north of Top Moor Ridding Cottage is no longer shown as a garden and has been
sub-divided with the addition of a boundary in the southern part (Plate 4).

Plate 4: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1913

3.3.8 A version of this map (LRO DVLA 2/1 1913) has plot numbers corresponding to the 1910
Valuation (LRO DVLA 1/7/6 1910; Plate 5). This shows that Top Moor Riddings Cottage and the land to
the north (Plot 19) are owned by the executors of WH Foster Hornby, occupied by Miles Moss and
described as house and buildings. The building immediately to the south-west, on the opposite side of
the track is part of a plot (no. 123) owned by the executors of Col. Whalley of Skerton, occupied by the
Rev CL Reynolds, and described as house and garden (the main part of it is the vicarage). The plot of
Client: Mr and Mrs Robinson
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, September 2010

12

Land to the North of Top Moor Ridding, Wray, Lancashire: Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

land to the west of this (part of no. 25) is owned by the executors of WH Foster Hornby, occupied by
Christopher O Wright and named as ‘Wray House’.

Plate 5: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1913 marked with plot numbers for the 1910 valuation

3.3.9 Ordnance Survey 1956: although the scale of this map is not as useful as some of the previous
ones, it shows much the same information and demonstrates that there had been relatively little change
since 1913 (Plate 6).

Plate 6: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1956

3.3.10 Ordnance Survey 1982: this shows that there have been a number of additions to this end of the
village, with new houses evidently constructed to the east and west.

Client: Mr and Mrs Robinson
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Conclusion

3.4.1 While the historical and archaeological evidence shows that Wray has medieval origins but there
is earlier activity in the wider area, the maps demonstrate that a building at Top Moor Ridding Cottage,
presumably the present one, has been in existence since at least c1820 and it had a large plot of land,
most probably a garden, to the north. The crenellated building to the west was a later addition,
constructed in the latter part of the 19th century on land belonging to the Marshall family who lived at
Wray House, and latterly forming part of an estate used by the local vicar.
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4.

Discussion

4.1

Introduction

4.1.1 The discussion of the results of the desk-based assessment and site visit is intended to
determine the archaeological significance and potential of any known remains (above or below ground),
in light of the likely disturbance to the site and impact of the proposed development. This is information is
then used to produce recommendations for the site in relating to its history and archaeology.

4.2

Significance

4.2.1 There are no known remains of archaeological interest within the proposed development area,
and very few within the wider study area. The general area is, however, within a planned medieval
settlement and an area in which prehistoric remains have been found on a number of occasions.

4.3

Disturbance

4.3.1 The proposed development area originally formed part of a garden and had probably seen
relatively little disturbance until the new buildings were constructed to the north, sometime after 1982.

4.4

Impact

4.4.1 The proposed development will have the potential to impact on any below ground archaeological
remains that might exist as it will involve excavation for foundations and service trenches. Given its
position, behind Top Moor Ridding Cottage, and the presence of other modern buildings to the east,
west, and north, it is unlikely that the new build will have a significant impact on the historic streetscape
of this part of the village. Indeed, the existing areas of modern building here and elsewhere in Wray are
not thought to have detracted greatly from the character of the Conservation Area (Lancaster City
Council 2009, 4). The crenellated building to the west of the lane accessing the site, which it is proposed
be utilised as a parking space, is an unusual and distinctive part of the streetscape and should be
retained with minimal alteration if at all possible.

4.5

Potential

4.5.1 There is some potential for archaeological remains of prehistoric date to be present within the
proposed development site. The site is also within the footprint of the medieval village; the plot to the
west was named as a croft on the tithe map, and Top Moor Ridding Cottage was clearly in existence
from at least c1820, so there is a slightly higher likelihood of medieval remains being present.

4.6

Recommendations

4.6.1 It is clear from the preceding sections that there is some potential for archaeological remains to
be present within the site. However, the extent of these and the form that they might take is uncertain
due to the lack of comparable sites in the immediate vicinity. Monitoring of the excavation of the footings
via an archaeological watching brief might therefore be considered worthwhile. Should the crennellated
building to the west of Top Moor Ridding Cottage be subject to any extensive modification or
demolished, then a suitable programme of archaeological recording should be carried out first.
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