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Non-Technical Summary
Prior to the proposed of refurbishment to Oxford Chambers, 102 Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness,
Cumbria, a programme of archaeological recording was requested by Barrow Borough Council. The
building is Grade II Listed and forms part of a larger block of similar style and date, comprising the Duke
of Edinburgh Hotel and 104 Abbey Road, the latter of which also recorded prior to refurbishment. The
entire block is thought to have been constructed in 1875 to the designs of Howard Evans, the town
surveyor, and was constructed by William Gradwell.
An examination of the available documentary sources revealed that although plans for the adjoining
buildings were deposited with the Town Hall in 1874, these did not include Oxford Chambers. However,
it is assumed on stylistic grounds and the type of bricks used that it was built at the same time. It is
known to have been used to house the first higher grade school in the town between 1880 and 1889,
prior to the construction of the grammar school, although part of it was also used for a grocer’s shop for
at least some of this period. It is its use as a school that most probably led to it being known as ‘Oxford
Chambers’. It was subsequently occupied by a number of businesses and organisations, in particular
Winder and Co, a fancy goods retailer, and J Dempster, a wholesale tobacconists, evidence of which still
remains. In the later 20th century it was home to several other businesses; an adjoining property (number
100) was constructed in the late 1930s and the local area suffered some extensive bomb damage shortly
afterwards during the Second World War. By at least 1991 the adjoining building had become a social
club, and in this year it was knocked through on the ground floor into 102, from which point the lower
floors effectively formed part of the social club and the upper floors were left unused and became
increasingly derelict.
The building recording revealed four phases of construction and alteration. These comprised the initial
period of building, as part of the larger block including the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and number 104,
early alterations carried out to facilitate the use of the building as a school, later modifications in the early
20th century, largely connected to alterations to the heating system, and late 20th century changes
connected with its incorporation into the adjoining social club.
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Introduction

1.1

Circumstances of the Project
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1.1.1 Prior to the proposed redevelopment of Oxford Chambers, 102 Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness,
Cumbria (NGR 319952 469673) by Barrow Borough Council (hereafter ‘the client’) a programme of
archaeological building recording was undertaken by Greenlane Archaeology. The building is Grade II
Listed (see Appendix 1) and so a record to English Heritage Level 3-type standards (English Heritage
2006) was requested by the client. This was to provide an as-existing record of the building, describe
and detail its development and changes over time, and identify documentary evidence relating to it. This
would also feed into work carried out as part of a conservation management plan that was to be
compiled as part of a funding application.
1.1.2 Oxford Chambers is part of a row of three Grade II Listed buildings at the north-east end of
Abbey Road, along with the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and number 104, known as ‘Cooke’s Buildings’,
which was subject to an earlier phase of recording (Greenlane Archaeology 2008). Number 104 has a
date stone of 1875, which is likely to be the date at which the entire block was constructed, the
architect’s plans having been deposited in 1874. All three buildings are brick built, with stone details, in a
similar late Victorian Gothic style, and their listed status distinguishes them as being of some historic and
architectural importance (see Appendix 2).

1.2

Location, Geology, and Topography

1.2.1 Abbey Road is one of the major thoroughfares of the modern town of Barrow-in-Furness, running
in a general north-east/south-west direction from Hindpool Road, in the centre of Barrow, and meeting
the A590 to the east of Dalton. It still forms one of the main streets and is largely occupied by shops,
offices, and other businesses. The property is situated near the junction of Abbey Road and Rawlinson
Street, between the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel to the north-east, and 104 Abbey Road to the north-east.
To the rear of the building is a back street known as High Street.
1.2.2 Barrow-in-Furness is largely situated on an area of red Sherwood sandstone of St Bees type, but
there is a large area of Carboniferous limestone to the north-east (Moseley 1978, plate 1). The overlying
drift deposits comprise glacial material such as boulder clay, which forms a hummocky rolling landscape
outside of the town (Countryside Commission 1998, 27). The site is situated at approximately 11m OD
(Ordnance Survey 2005; Fig 1).
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2.

Methodology

2.1

Introduction
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2.1.1 The building investigation comprised three separate elements intended to provide a suitable
record of the structure in line with English Heritage standards (English Heritage 2006) and the guidelines
of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA 2008a). In addition, a desk-based assessment was carried out, in
accordance with the project design and IfA guidelines (IfA 2008b), and a suitable archive was compiled
to provide a permanent paper record of the project and its results in accordance with English Heritage
and IfA guidelines (English Heritage 1991; Brown 2007).

2.2

Desk-Based Assessment

2.2.1

A number of sources of information were used during the desk-based assessment:
Cumbria Record Office, Barrow (CRO(B)): these were visited in order to examine early maps
of the site and other primary sources as well as secondary sources such as trade directories in
order to identify information about the development and use of the building. Much of this
information had been gathered as part of the work carried out on the adjoining property
(Greenlane Archaeology 2008), but additional information was gathered as necessary;
Barrow Town Hall: details of previous planning applications relating to the building were
obtained from the Town Hall, including copies of relevant drawings and photographs;
Greenlane Archaeology library: additional secondary sources were used to provide information
for the site background.

2.3

Building Recording

2.3.1 The building recording examined the whole of 102 Abbey Road. The building recording was
carried out to English Heritage Level-3 type standards (English Heritage 2006), which is a largely
descriptive investigation, with a more detailed level of interpretation of the phasing and use of the
building, making use of the available documentary information. Some details of the adjoining building to
the south-west (the former Traveller’s Rest, 100 Abbey Road) were also recorded, in part because it had
been knocked through into 102 on the ground floor but also because it formed part of the external
elevations, but these elements were recorded to a lower level of detail, essentially just photographs. The
recording of 102 Abbey Road comprised the following elements:
Written record: descriptive records of all parts of the building were made using Greenlane
Archaeology pro forma record sheets;
Photographs: photographs in both 35mm colour print and colour digital format were taken of the
main features of the building, its general surroundings, and any features of architectural or
archaeological interest. A selection of the colour digital photographs is included in this report, and
the remaining photographs are in the project archive;
Drawings: drawings were produced by creating outline detail with a reflectorless total station
coupled to a tablet computer running AutoCAD and TheoLT, which enabled the plans and
elevations to be viewed in digital format at a scale of 1:1 on site. Subsequently, the remaining
detail was added through hand-annotation of printed plots of the digital survey. In addition, a
cross-section was produced by hand. The drawings produced ultimately comprised:
i.

a plan of each floor at a scale of 1:100;

ii.

external elevations at a scale of 1:100;

iii.

a cross-section at a scale of 1:100.
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Archive

2.4.1 A comprehensive archive of the project has been produced in accordance with the project design
and current IfA and English Heritage guidelines (Brown 2007; English Heritage 1991). The paper and
digital archive and a copy of this report will be deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in Barrow-inFurness on completion of the project. Three copies of this report will be provided for the client, a digital
copy will be supplied to the Cumbria Historic Environment Record, and one will be retained by
Greenlane Archaeology. In addition a digital record of the project will be made on the Online Access to
the Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) scheme.
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3.

Desk-Based Assessment

3.1

Background History
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3.1.1 As the purpose of this building recording was to examine structural elements of late 19 th century
date the background history has been restricted to include information which is relevant to this period in
only. Much of it was collated as part of the previous building recording carried out on the adjoining
property, 104 Abbey Road (Greenlane Archaeology 2008).

3.2

Owners and Occupiers

3.2.1 Early history: curiously, while there is a full set of original architect’s drawings amongst the
deposited plans for the adjoining Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and 104 Abbey Road (CRO(B) Deposited
Plans No. 543 1874), and even a plan for a later shed built in the yard between the two (CRO(B)
Deposited Plans No. 913 1875), there are apparently no plans for 102 Abbey Road, even though it was
evidently built at the same time or very soon after. The deposited plans for the adjoining property show
that it was built for a Henry Whiteside, and the architect was a Howard Evans; the former was listed a
corn merchant in 1876 so it may have been intended to use some part of the buildings in a related
manner. The latter had been appointed Surveyor for Barrow Borough Council in 1870 (Greenlane
Archaeology 2008). Documentary sources and physical evidence from the previous building recording
indicates that William Gradwell was the builder contractor (ibid). It seems likely that the same partnership
was responsible for building 102 Abbey Road. Details of the earliest occupiers are uncertain, largely
because of the lack of available detail in local directories before c1900. However, there is some available
information about the manner in which at least part of the building was used as it was occupied by
Barrow’s first higher grade school. The history of this is covered in some detail by Chadderton (c1960),
although briefer summaries are also available (CRO(B) Z480/9 1872-1899; Mannex and Co 1882, 31).
3.2.2 The creation of a higher grade school, one that would provide ‘a truly superior education’ in a
town considered in need of such an establishment, became a matter of serious discussion by the late
1870s, following the passing of Foster’s Education Act in 1870 (Chadderton c1960, 1-2). By 1879 a
group of influential townsmen, including Sir James Ramsden, had acquired the use of rooms ‘over shops
near the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel’ and by April of that year had spent £240 converting them to form the
higher grade school (op cit, 3). These rooms were evidently housed within what became named ‘Oxford
Chambers’, although they may also have been known as ‘Abbey Chambers’ (ibid). Despite, the initial
effort made interest in the school was limited and its finances therefore difficult to secure, so it was
necessary to consider expanding its remit to take in a wider age-range of pupils and teach at a ‘Middle
class’ level ‘which might be supported by the tradesmen of the town’ (ibid). This necessitated further
alterations to the accommodation that had already been organised:
‘With a wide range of motives, therefore, in the months of April and May, 1879, the sub-committee
investigated the possibility of what was to be called “Abbey Chambers”. The Inspector of Schools was
invited to see and approve the premises and estimates were made of what additional expenditure must
be incurred over and above that already made by Ramsden. Perhaps an offer of much less than had
actually been spent might be acceptable since the rooms were simply a white elephant. Mr. Gradwell,
the owner was very conscious of this last argument and was prepared to meet the Board with a highlycompetitive rent that would increase only if the proposed school were to be a success financially’ (ibid).
3.2.3 Issues with finance continued despite these considerations, not helped by the general period of
depression at the time (op cit, 4-5). Ultimately rooms at Oxford Chambers that were to become the
school, following further funding of £500 for necessary alterations from the Education Department, were
taken on on May 1st 1880 and opened on July 12th 1880 (op cit, 6-7). A description of the school, as
given in the local press, is particularly revealing about the arrangement of the rooms:
‘The staircase leads, on the right, to the Boy’s Department and, on the left, to the Girl’s School. These
large rooms (i.e. assembly rooms) facing Abbey Road at the front and High Street at the back, are
commodious, airy and well lighted and, in addition to these, are convenient class-rooms together with
offices and every arrangement to promote the comfort if the children… It is hoped, so soon as the School
Client: Barrow Borough Council
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, March 2011
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is properly at work and more accommodation is required, the rooms above those at present will be
rented and used for girls while the existing rooms will be used for boys only’ (op cit, 8).
3.2.4 The rooms used were clearly on the first floor, a figure of 2,868 square feet apparently being
available (op cit, 3). Below this the ground floor room was occasionally rented out for dancing, while the
basement was a greengrocer’s shop, and the cause of an infestation of mice throughout the building
(ibid). Initially the school had no playground, but one was soon provided by Mr Gradwell; it is not clear
exactly where this was although it was jokingly described as ‘specially constructed for the surreptitious
discharge of missiles at the windows of adjacent properties’ (ibid)! The building quickly developed ‘signs
of wear and the wall separating the main schoolroom from the adjoining classroom was, in places
denuded of plaster and even the laths had been broken so that it was possible… to use an observation
hole between the two rooms’ (ibid). By 1886 the local Health Committee insisted on £60 being spent to
improve the access and poor lighting (ibid), although it is not clear how this was achieved. By 1888 the
inadequacies of the building were becoming obvious, with one commentator stating: ‘I cannot imagine
that any assembly of sane men should take such premises as these. I would not use the place for a pigsty’ (ibid). The simplicity of the entrance exam meant that by September 1880 86 boys and 72 girls were
enrolled, however, financially the school was still struggling (op cit, 9-10). Ultimately, fees were collected
in advance to avoid non-payment and charges were made for stationary and attempts were made to
improve the public image of the school through favourable stories in the local press (op cit, 10-11). The
success of the school gradually grew, despite concerted efforts to close it in 1884 during the re-election
of board members (op cit, 15-16). However, by 1884 plans were already being discussed for a new
Board School for at least 500 pupils and on August 11th 1888 the foundation stone was laid for a new
building at the lower end of Roper Street (op cit, 21-22). The last prize giving at the old school on Abbey
Road was held on December 18th 1888 and the new school opened in 1889 (op cit, 25-27).
3.2.5 Later history: following the removal of the school from 102 Abbey Road in 1889, the building
was used for a variety of purposes, largely commercial, although in the case of the ground floor there
was little change in this regard. An examination of a selection of directories and year books provides
some information about the businesses that subsequently occupied 102 Abbey Road. However, as the
number of the property is not stated only those businesses and organisations listed between the Duke of
Edinburgh Hotel to the north-east and the North-West Evening Mail offices to the south-west, both of
which are still present, can be identified and it is not possible to be certain which of these occupied 102
and which occupied 104. In the earliest directories even this is not possible due to the lack of street
indices, so these cannot be viewed as in any way a reliable source and have therefore not been
included. The businesses apparently occupying No. 102 according to the later directories and year
books are presented in Table 1 below. A directory of 1960 lists WS Wilkin at a different location, but still
on Abbey Road (Barret’s Publications Ltd 1960, S1), so they must have moved at some point between
1952 and 1960.

Client: Barrow Borough Council
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Occupier
George Berry; YMCA; Saves and Henshaw; TA
Thompson; Christadelphian Church, J Dempster,
tobacconist
Cross and Sons, picture framers; R Preston, chair factory;
TA Thompson, hairdresser; Christadelphian Church, J
Dempster, tobacconist; Spiritual Church
Cross and Sons, picture framers; The United Yeast Co.
Ltd; W Maxwell, House and Estate Agent; billiard saloons;
Spiritualist Church; TA Thompson, hairdresser;
Christadelphian Church; J Dempster, tobacconist; Joe
Neal, builder and contractor
H Cooke and Sons, house furnishers; Market Institute; W
Maxwell, house and estate agent; Winder and Co, fancy
goods; J Dempster, tobacconist; Joe Neal, builder etc
Market institute; billiards saloon; H Cooke and Sons,
furnishers; Winder and Co, fancy goods; HW Clark,
house and estate agent; Joe Neal, builder etc
H Cooke and Sons, furnishers; Winder and Co, fancy
goods; WS Wilkin, builders merchant
H Cooke and Son Ltd, furniture manufacturers; Winder
and Co, fancy goods and wholesale tobacconists

Date
1905

Source
The Barrow News and Mail Ltd 1905, 134

1906

The Barrow News and Mail Ltd 1906, 136

1908

The Barrow News and Mail Ltd 1908, 142

1915

The Barrow News and Mail Ltd 1915, 148

1930

The Barrow New and Mail Ltd 1930, 150

1952

The Barrow News and Mail Ltd 1952, 133

1963

Barrett’s Publications Ltd 1963, 4, 16 and
42
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Table 1: Occupiers of properties between the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and the North-West Evening Mail
offices listed between 1905 and 1963

3.2.6 A more detailed list of both owners and occupiers is also available in the 1910 ratings valuation
(CRO(B) BT/IR/1/9 1910), although the accompanying map was not available so separating information
relating to 102 and 104 was again difficult. A list of the information provided is presented in Table 2
below. It is apparent that there is at least some correspondence between the information in the
directories, with some of the same businesses being identifiable, such as Joe Neal, James Dempster,
but others are not, which suggests a relatively rapid turnover of tenants. The ownership of the property is
also somewhat uncertain and seems to have changed at around this time, and it is again difficult to be
certain how the division between 102 and 104 Abbey Road is made. Also the ratings valuation book for
plots including 13936 and 13701, which are mentioned in association with the properties listed in Table
2, was not available, so it was not possible to check these.
Ratings
Plot No.
9771
9772

Occupier

Owner

Description

Joe Neal
Ward and Scott

Barrow News and Mail Ltd
Executors of W Gradwell

9773

Jas Dempster

9774
9775

E Curphew
J Melville

WS Pedley, 23 Bush Lane Cannon Street
[rest illegible. ‘Henry Wood’ crossed out
and note in pencil ‘for W Maxwell Oxford
Chambers]
Ditto
Ditto

Yard and office
Coach house and yard (High Street)
[note in pencil states ‘this is a
temporary building on land owned by
Currie(?) & Co at 13936)
Shop and cellar

9776
9777

Kensit Crusade
Thomas A
Thompson, W
Maxwell Jnr
Samuel Cross
& Sons

9778

Ditto
Ditto

Warehouse
Rooms (1st floor) [note in pencil ‘a
room for religious purposes in this
building at 13701]
nd
Rooms (2 floor)
Billiard Rooms

Ditto

Shop and premises

Table 2: Owners and occupiers of 102 and 104 Abbey Road as listed in the 1910 valuation
Client: Barrow Borough Council
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3.2.7 While it is difficult to be certain which property some of the businesses occupied, it is likely that
the first half listed were situated in 104 (although as it is a much larger building than 102 perhaps more
than half). This was assumed to be the case during the compilation of the previous report, although it is
certain that H Cooke and Son(s) occupied 104. Like 104, it appears that for at least some periods 102
was occupied by a number of businesses and organisations, perhaps indicating that each had only a
part of one floor. The range of occupiers prior to 1908 is quite remarkable, but it is clear that before this
date J Dempsters, tobacconists, was well established at the property but that by perhaps 1930 Winder
and Co were almost sole occupiers of 102. The builder, Joe Neal, was perhaps more likely to have been
situated in the small building shown adjoining the north-west side of 102 in 1938 (Plate 3). This seems
likely to have been replaced by the establishment of a new building supply company, WS Wilkin,
adjacent to 102 and construction of a new premises (now the ‘Traveller’s Rest Social Club’; see Section
3.3 below).

3.3

Map and Image Regression

3.3.1 Ordnance Survey c1873: this map shows that although thoroughfares that would become the
modern Abbey Road and Rawlinson Street were present by this date, the are was still not developed at
this time. There are no buildings on the site of the present Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and 102-104 Abbey
Road and it is evident that much of this part of the town has yet to develop although the layout of the
streets has clearly begun to be organised.
3.3.2 Deposited plans No. 543 and 913, 1874 and 1875: the former of these is the original plans for
what became The Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and 104 Abbey Road, which were designed as a single block
comprising a ‘Hotel and 2 shops’ by Howard Evans for a Henry Whiteside. Howard Evans is known to
have been appointed the surveyor to Barrow Borough Council in 1870, having formerly held the same
title in Salford (Marshall 1958, 376). The identity of Henry Whiteside is uncertain, although a corn
merchant of that name is recorded in nearby Rawlinson Street in 1876 (Mannex and Co 1876, 85). The
Duke of Edinburgh Hotel, and presumably by extension the associated two shops, were apparently
constructed by the local building contractor William Gradwell (Richardson 1881, 56), and he is also
described as owning the property (Chadderton c1960, 8). He is known to have risen from humble
beginnings before ultimately dominating the building trade of the growing town of Barrow-in-Furness
(Trescatheric 1985, 61-65) and was involved in the construction of a number of prestigious and
substantial structures in the town (see for example Elsworth and Whitehead 2010). Examples of his
bricks are certainly present within the building (Greenlane Archaeology 2008, 29), and the type of brick
present is contemporary with the date of construction of the adjoining block; 1874-1875 (Elsworth and
Whitehead 2010, 72). However, it is notable that the plans do not include what was to become 102
Abbey Road, even though it clearly continues the line and architectural style of the rest of the block. It is
extremely likely, however, that it had the same architect, patron, and contractor. A slightly later plan (No.
913) only relates to the construction of a shed in the yard between the hotel and 104, and does not show
102.
3.3.3 Ordnance Survey 1891: this map shows the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and three adjacent
properties, comprising the two parts of 104 and 102 Abbey Road on the corner of Abbey Road and
Rawlinson Street, the entire area of which is now much more developed in comparison with the earlier
map (Plate 1). Very little detail is visible regarding the actual footprint of the building.
3.3.4 Ordnance Survey 1913: again, the building is clearly visible on the corner opposite the Baths
(Plate 2). Detail of the footprint of the building is still lacking, as are any divisions between the Hotel and
the shops.
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Plate 1 (left): Ordnance Survey map, 1891
Plate 2 (right): Ordnance Survey map, 1913

3.3.5 Ordnance Survey, 1938: in this map the footprint of No. 104 remains the same but a small
extension has been added to the south corner of No. 102 (Plate 3). This is more likely to be the
construction of a new building adjacent to the shops rather than an extension to the building itself.

Plate 3: Ordnance Survey map, 1938

3.3.6 Photographs, early 1940s: two photographs of the site taken to record the bombing suffered by
Barrow during the Second World War are available (Myers 2001); this end of Abbey Road was hit in
raids carried out between the 14th and 16th April 1941, during which the Baptist chapel on the opposite
side of the street was effectively destroyed and the Minister, Gilbert Mason and a helper, Eric Davies,
were killed while fire watching (Trescatheric and Hughes 1979, 20-21). One of the photographs taken
after the raid shows the front of 102 and 104 Abbey Road (Plate 4); the sign for Winder and Co is clearly
visible on 102, as are some details of the decorative surrounds to the ground floor window, although the
windows themselves are boarded up (Myers 2001, 61). In addition, the front of WS Wilkin is clearly
shown (ibid). A second photo shows part of the side of 102 and the area to the rear (Plate 5) and,
although it is lacking in detail, there is a painted sign on the side of 102, above the Wilkin’s building, only
part of which is visible but which presumably says ‘Winder and Co’ (op cit, 69).
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Plate 4: Photograph of the front of 102 and 104 Abbey Road following air raid damage in April 1941 (after
Myers 2001, 61)

Plate 5: Photograph of the Barrow News and Mail Office on Abbey Road showing the south-west side of
number 102 following air raid damage in April 1941 (after Myers 2001, 69)

3.3.7 Planning applications: a planning application from 1977 (Ref. 6/77/1048/186) to block up some
of the windows does not provide any useful information. However, a group of later planning applications,
from 1991, specifically relating to 102 were available (Refs. 6/91/0001/186, 6/91/0002/173, and
6/91/0900/086). These all relate to the modification of Oxford Chambers to form part of the adjoining
social club. The plans are particularly useful as they show the existing layout at the time. The elevations
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and a photograph are of interest as they show the ground floor entrance as it was at this date, as well as
revealing that the occupier of 102 was ‘Barrow Office Equipment Ltd’ and that the Traveller’s Rest Social
Club existed from at least this date (Plate 6, Plate 7 and Plate 8). The proposed alterations are
essentially what remain to the present day (Plate 9 and Plate 10).

Plate 6 (left): Existing front (north-west) external elevation in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)
Plate 7 (right): Existing rear (south-east) external elevation in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)

Plate 8: Photograph of the front (north-west) elevation in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)
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Plate 9 (left): Proposed front (north-west) elevation of 102 Abbey Road in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)
Plate 10 (right): Proposed rear (south-east) elevation of 102 Abbey Road in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)

3.3.8 The plans are particularly useful as reveal that the arrangement of the stairs was quite different
as was the internal arrangement of the rooms, due to the greater number of dividing walls (Plate 11).

Plate 11: Existing ground and first floor plans in 1991 (Ref. 6/91/0001/186)

3.4

Conclusion

3.4.1 Based on the original plans for the adjoining buildings, the essentially identical architectural style,
and the bricks known to have been used in the construction of the building, Oxford Chambers must have
been constructed in or around 1874-1875. Its original purpose is uncertain, but by 1879 the first floor at
least had been fitted out to form school rooms. The lower floors at that time were at least partially
Client: Barrow Borough Council
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, March 2011

Oxford Chambers, 102 Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria: Archaeological Building Recording

17

commercial in function, and once the school closed in 1889 the upper floors were evidently largely used
for the same purpose and this remained the case until the late 20th century, when the lower floors were
made use of by the adjoining social club. The cartographic sources provide limited information about the
development of the building and it appears to have seen very little change until the early 20 th century,
with the addition of a new structure against the south-west elevation. The plans deposited in connection
with the proposed alterations carried out in 1991 show what is likely to be something close to the original
ground plan, before this was extensively modified.
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4.

Building Recording

4.1

Arrangement and Fabric

4.1.1 Oxford Chambers is orientated approximately north-west/south-east, with the north-east side
against 104 Abbey Road. The front (north-west) elevation faces onto Abbey Road (Plate 12), while the
rear (south-east) faces High Street. The lower part of the side (south-west) elevation is obscured by the
former Traveller’s Rest Inn (100 Abbey Road), which also effectively extends both the north-west and
south-east elevations. The building is four storeys tall, plus a basement extending across its entire
footprint. The entire building is mainly brick built, the bricks typically a rough gritty orangey-red and laid in
variations of English Garden Wall bond, although the front is Flemish bond, and there are various
moulded bricks forming decorative details. The roof is finished with grey slate, and details such as
window sills and lintels are picked out in finely finished yellow sandstone, although some structural
elements are cast iron. Internally all of the timber is machine-cut, the earlier elements apparently a red
pine, probably imported from the Baltic.

Plate 12: Street view of Abbey Road

4.2

External Detail

4.2.1 North-west elevation: this forms the main façade facing onto Abbey Road, and extends the full
four storeys. The ground floor is essentially open but in-filled with modern a timber construction
comprising five panels along the ground and large windows, with a plain door on the north-east side. In
front of this is are two cast iron columns, each with capitals decorated with foliate designs and with
enlarged moulded plinths, which support a heavy timber beam. Attached to this is a painted sign reading
‘CENTRAL CIGAR DEPOT’. Either side of the open area is an engaged stone pilaster or column with a
moulded capital and base, above which, on the north-east side, there are the remains of a decorative
timber surround, now much truncated. A projecting ‘pilaster’ of brick continues the line of the south-west
column through the first and second floors, and there has clearly been some movement in the building
on the ground floor on this side as the column is not vertical and certainly not perpendicular to the
adjoining building. The first floor has three identical windows, each with a two-light timber sash casement
(with horns) with a sandstone sill, forming a continuous band across the whole elevation, and a
sandstone lintel decorated with a circular motif below a pointed brick arch with a stone hood mould and
decorative band of burnt brick. The movement in the building evident on the south-west side of the
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ground floor has clearly affected the first floor as well, as the arch above the window on this side has
slipped at its apex. The second floor also has three windows, arranged above those below, the outer two
of which retain a two-light timber sash casement, also with horns). These have plain but recessed
surrounds, with stepped brick at the top and bottom and a sandstone sill again forming a continuous
band across the elevation. In addition, there is a flat sandstone sill lintel with a beaded edge also forming
a continuous band above. Beneath the second floor windows, in the gap between their sills and the
arches of the windows below, there is a panel of moulded red tiles four high, into which has been
inserted a panel of encaustic tiles two high spelling out ‘OXFORD CHAMBERS’ in a Gothic script, and
there is a further sandstone band below this. This too has obviously been affected by the movement on
the south-west side of the building as the line of the tiles is not straight on this side, the encaustic tiles
are evidently cracked, and one of the moulded tiles has come away altogether. Above the second floor
windows there is a decorative row of crenellated moulded bricks, above which is a further sandstone
band with a denticulate top, supporting a final row of bricks below the line of the gutter. The third floor
comprises only a large dormer window spanning almost its full width, made up of 10 single lights,
although these are obviously divided into a group of 6 to the north-east and a group of four to the southwest, corresponding to the internal divisions (see Section 4.3.14 and Section 4.3.15). Above this the roof
is finished with ceramic bonnet ridge tiles and there is a brick chimney stack on the south-west side with
stone coping and a single pot with a cowl.

Plate 13: North-west external elevation

4.2.2 South-west elevation: the upper part of the north-west part of this extended to the full height of
the building, and comprised its gable end, while to the south-east this line was continued by a low brick
wall with a gap housing an iron ladder, beyond which, to the north-east, was the south-west elevation
104 Abbey Road, although relatively modern timber and corrugated plastic sheet constructions covering
the stairs form part of 102. The main gable was relatively plain, brick built, in an English Garden Bond (at
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a ratio of five rows of stretchers to one row of headers) with 18 tie rod plates attached, and a chimney
stack on top, the sides of which are stepped and finished with dressed sandstone. On the north-west
side it is evident that the brick work at the south corner has been replaced with a later skin, which
extends through the whole of the second and third floors, and on the south-east side there is a small
area of decorative yellow and black brick indicating that some form of decoration extends across the
upper part of the south-east elevation. There are projecting timber dormers on both the north-west and
south-east sides of the roof, and at the base of the main gable there is a skim of concrete above modern
felt, which extends over the flat roof of 100 Abbey Road. The lower two floors of this elevation are
covered by the adjoining building.

Plate 14: South-east end of the south-west external elevation

Plate 15: Composite photograph of the north-west end of the south-west external elevation
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4.2.3 South-east elevation: the lower and ground floor is constructed from hand-made red and orange
brick, with dirty, light grey-brown cement (Plate 16). The elevation is divided by four stepped out brickbuilt ‘columns’, the space in between which is filled by concreted over block work below the level of the
boarded up windows. The building has evidently subsided somewhat as these columns are no longer
vertical. There are grids visible at ground floor level, presumably covering low level vents, which are
sometimes partially covered but can still be seen through the concrete. Hardboard covers the windows
located above the suspended ceiling internally in Ground Floor Room 3 and Ground Floor Room 4. The
sills of these windows are made of modern machine-made brick. The decorative bases of the columns
have additional sandstone and concrete cladding and the tops of the columns are similarly decorative,
below the level of an applied metal sign. The arced text emblazoned across the centre of the metal sign
clearly reads ‘WINDER CO’ and to the left of this it reads ‘WHOELSALE TOBACCONIST’ and to the
right it reads ‘WHOLESALE CONFECTIONIST’, although the text to the left and right is less clearly
visible. Above the sign are the windows to First Floor Room 2 (see Section 4.3.8). The windows form two
rows; the upper row of single-lights is separated from the lower two-light timber casement by a
sandstone band. The windows have chamfered sandstone sills and lintels and are set either side of red
brick ‘columns’ as dividers, which effectively continue the line of the columns from the ground floor level,
with the central opening additionally divided by another two columns. This creates a line of five windows
and there are additional lines of decorative coloured bricks at the first floor level at the top and bottom of
the windows (along the line of the sill and lintel) and separating the upper row of windows, and
immediately below the second floor level.
4.2.4 There is a flat roof extending north-west before the remainder of the elevation is encountered,
which has a relatively modern finish and incorporates a skylight (illuminating the south corner of First
Floor Room 1) and two timber and corrugated plastic constructions over the first floor stairs. The entirety
of the second floor level has been finished with a concrete skim and has a single window with a 6-light
casement covered by iron bars and with a sill made out of edge-set machine-made bricks. The structure
covering the stairs is attached to the north-east, and this includes a single doorway, the door covered
with modern panelling. The top of the elevation has a barge board running across it, to which is attached
a plastic gutter connecting to a plastic downpipes, although there is a gap in the centre to incorporate the
dormer window on the third floor level. This has four plain lights and a flat roof. Above it the roof proper
extends and is finished with ceramic bonnet ridge tiles and there is a chimney stack on the south-west
side.

Plate 16 (left): Lower level of the south-east external elevation
Plate 17 (right): Upper level of the south-east external elevation
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Internal Detail

4.3.1 Basement: this forms a single room encompassing the full footprint of the building, and
incorporating two small rooms on the north-west side of the south-west elevation. It has a concrete floor
and is divided longitudinally by a brick spine wall orientated north-west/south-east perforated by several
large rounded arched openings, the pillars of which have stop-chamfered corners formed by moulded
bricks. At the south-east end the last arch has been cut away and replaced with a concrete beam, one
end of which sits on the pillar to the north-west while the other is built into the south-east wall, where
there is a smaller engaged pillar finished with plaster (Plate 18). A truncated pillar has been left in situ
below the concrete beam and another pillar, also apparently truncated is situated to the south-west, the
original purpose of which is uncertain. The ceiling is constructed from timber joists orientated northeast/south-west and supporting the floor above, with those at the south-east end evidently modern
replacements. Concrete block walls have been added between the north-west end of the south-east
elevation and the spine wall to form two small rooms. Both have doorways on the north-east side, the
south-western of which is made from part of a re-used metal sign with the word ‘Lillia[n]’ painted across it
(Plate 19). The north-east elevation has a single skin brick wall built against it on the north-west side,
which supports a now disused staircase up to the ground floor, the steps of which are constructed from
brick with a timber tread (Plate 20). The south-east elevation has a low rectangular structure built of brick
against it, which houses an iron tank. All of the walls have the remains of a white wash finish with the
brick construction visible beneath. The north-east elevation is plain, apart from the stairs at the northwest end, and the exposed brick work comprises English Garden Wall bond at a ratio of five rows of
stretchers to one row of headers. The south-east elevation has a large aperture on either side of the
central engaged pillar, both of which are filled with concrete blocks (Plate 21). The north-east of these
apertures has what appears to be a stone lintel at a high level, while the south-west has the remains of a
rounded arch on the south-west side, which has apparently been cut through to accommodate the raised
height of the window. At the far south-west end there is a smaller low-level window with a sloping sill,
which has been blocked with brick leaving an alcove (Plate 22). This has a concrete lintel, and above it is
a further blocked window, the blocking of which incorporates glazed blocks and perforated ceramic
ventilation bricks. The south-west elevation has a doorway on the south-east side, which is clearly
inserted with rebuilt jambs, a concrete lintel and two concrete steps. The north-west side of the elevation
is partially obscured by the attached concrete blocks walls. Of the two rooms formed, the south-east is
essentially plain while the north-west has a modern boiler against a projecting chimney breast, which has
a blocked hearth with a rounded arch (Plate 23). An oil tank is situated against the north-west wall of this
room, which is contained within an additional low stone wall. The north-west elevation has a window
either side of a central engaged pillar, which are blocked with concrete blocks (Plate 24).
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Plate 18 (left): General view of the central spine wall showing the arches and the replacement concrete
beam and truncated columns at the south-east end
Plate 19 (right): Sign re-used as a door

Plate 20 (left): Disused staircase against the north-east wall of the basement
Plate 21 (right): Blocked windows in south-east elevation of the basement and the brick structure housing
a metal tank
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Plate 22 (left): Blocked windows at the south-west side of south-east elevation of the basement
Plate 23 (right): Chimney breast with a modern boiler against the south-west elevation of the basement

Plate 24: Blocked windows and pillar forming an arch against the north-west elevation of the basement

4.3.2 Ground floor, Room 1: this forms the main part of the ground floor, although it has been
knocked through into the adjoining building to the south-west (100 Abbey Road) and there are large
openings as a result in several places. The floor is mainly covered by carpet, but there is a section
covered with vinyl at the south-east end, and there is a bar against the centre of the south-east elevation
and seating against all of the north-west side of the room and the majority of the north-east. The ceiling
proper is hidden by a suspended ceiling constructed from fibreboard panels in a metal frame. Above this
is the ceiling proper, which is finished with plaster and paint and supported by four large beams. The
north-west of these was clearly extensively modified and boxed with plaster board. The remainder are all
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finished with a beaded fascia board and have an iron strengthening structure comprising tie rods fixed in
plates at either end and attached to a pair of brackets fixed to the underside of the beam (Figure 4 and
Plate 25 and Plate 26). The walls are all finished with modern plaster and painted flock wall paper. The
north-east elevation is plain, with a slight return at the north-west end (housing a modern doorway)
formed by a stud wall, which forms Ground Floor Room 2 and has another modern doorway at the northwest end accessing this. The south-east elevation is also a stud partition, extending only to the height of
the suspended ceiling, with a doorway on the north-east side with a plain modern door (Plate 27). To the
south-west the wall projects slightly around another doorway with a plain modern door with a single light.
The south-west elevation is relatively plain, with large openings at either end leading into the adjoining
building, and a further narrower opening within the bar area, which has a slightly lower lintel (Plate 28).
The upper part of the north-west elevation is glazed with five single-light modern windows, below which
the wall is covered by seating.

Plate 25 (left): View of the beam above the suspended ceiling in Ground Floor Room 1
Plate 26 (right): Beam bracket detail, Ground Floor Room 1

Plate 27 (left): South-east elevation of Ground Floor Room 1
Plate 28 (right): General view of Ground Floor Room 1, from the south-east

4.3.3 Ground floor, Room 2: this comprises a small room forming a staircase leading up to the first
floor. The floor comprises timber boards orientated north-west/south-east with steps up to the first floor
on the south-east side, which are timber, although the upper ones are covered with vinyl sheeting. There
is a hand rail attached to both the north-east and south-west elevations, some of which is evidently early
or original, but is damaged on the north-east side and partially replaced on the south-west (Plate 29 and
Plate 30). The north-east elevation is essentially featureless and the south-east open to the upper floor,
Client: Barrow Borough Council
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, March 2011

26

Oxford Chambers, 102 Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria: Archaeological Building Recording

although there is a landing mid-way up the stairs. The south-west elevation is a modern stud wall sat on
top of a lower brick wall, with a doorway on the north-west side, and the north-west elevation houses a
doorway with a modern double emergency door with a glazed over-light with an arched top created by a
piece of attached plywood or hardboard.

Plate 29 (left): Lower section of the stairs in Ground Floor Room 2
Plate 30 (right): Upper section of the stairs in Ground Floor Room 2

4.3.4 Ground floor, Room 3: there is a beam along the north-west edge of the room above the
partition wall and the ceiling appears to be plastered, smoothed, and painted. The north-east elevation
appears to be exposed concrete or possibly plastered and painted and is plain. The south east elevation,
which the room shares in common with Ground Floor Room 4 to the south-west, is divided by columns of
brick (Plate 31). The lower section between the columns is in-filled with modern concrete blocks (Plate
31). The upper part comprises two three-light (one over two) windows, with timber frames, either side of
a nine-light window (a row of three over three pairs of two), which also has a timber frame and which
was covered on the outside (see description of the external south-east elevation; Section 4.2.3). The
central window is either side of a timber stud partition wall which forms the south-west elevation. The
partition wall is to the height of the suspended ceiling above the rooms to the north-west, but the ceiling
to this room is considerably higher and open to this level above Ground Floor Room 4 to the south-west.
The north-west elevation is a featureless timber stud partition wall apart from a fairly central modern door
with a plain surround. The north-west/south-east timber floorboards are also modern.
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Plate 31: South-east elevation of Ground Floor Room 3

4.3.5 Ground floor, Room 4: the north-east elevation, which divides Ground Floor Room 4 from
Ground Floor Room 3 to the north-east, is plasterboard and has a painted finish. Both rooms effectively
share the south-east elevation, however, this room has the remains of a suspended foam tile ceiling
most of the way across it below the level of the windows (Plate 32), which are described on the southeast elevation for Ground Floor Room 3 (see Section 4.3.4 above). The wall is painted white below the
level of the suspended ceiling. The south-west elevation is similarly plastered and painted and there is a
rain water pipe in the south corner of the room, which is boxed below the level of the suspended ceiling
(Plate 33). The north-west elevation has a plain modern door with a timber surround to the south-west
end. The wall returns to the north-west beyond this door to the north-east end of the elevation. Again, the
wall is plastered and painted. The floorboards are modern and a continuation of those in Ground Floor
Room 3 to the north-east.

Plate 32 (left): North-east window in the south-east elevation of Ground Floor Room 4
Plate 33 (right): South-west window in the south-east elevation of Ground Floor Room 4

4.3.6 Ground floor, Room 4a: this room forms a small lobby at the west corner of Ground Floor Room
4. It is open to the ceiling above the level of the suspended ceiling to the north-west. The walls are
wallpapered and painted and the floor is carpeted. There is a modern fire door on the north-west
elevation, with a reinforced glass light, and a plain door with a simple timber frame to the south-east (to
Ground Floor Room 4).
4.3.7 First floor, Room 1: this has timber board floor, finished with vinyl tiles and with a concrete
hearth stone against the remains of the fireplace on the north-west side of the south-west elevation. The
majority of the room has a plaster ceiling, with two large beams orientated north-east/south-east; the one
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to the north-west with a beaded fascia and the one to the south-east clad in plaster and evidently
replaced or repaired. The south corner of the room essentially forms a separate room, the ceiling of
which is timber with vaulted ribs and finished with narrow tongue and groove boards, topped with a
three-light skylight with a hinged opening, and with a rail along the base with roll-moulded and
denticulate detail (Plate 34). The line of dividing walls continues the vaulted ceiling and a single post,
finished with modern plaster, is situated at the corner of this. Two sections of what is presumably the
original panelling used to decorate this small room, each with paired panels and a denticulate top
moulding, that evidently existed in the south corner are loose against the south-west elevation (Plate 35
and Plate 36Plate 37), with two further pieces of panelling are situated against the stairs on the northeast side of the room (Plate 37). In addition, the loose pieces of a marble fire surround apparently with a
rounded arch with keystone are lying on the floor (Plate 38). The main walls are largely plastered and
painted with remains of a skirting board and picture rail remaining throughout, although the brickwork of
the south-west elevation is exposed. The north-east elevation is relatively plain, although the south-east
side is partially covered by the stairs down to the ground floor, which have a modern timber
banister/hand rail around them to which the original panelling has been fixed. The south-east elevation is
finished with plasterboard on the north-east side before a large opening into First Floor Room 3. It
returns slightly to the north-west to the south-west of this at the point where the small room is formed
within the south corner. Beyond this the wall is a stud partition; the lower part exposed presumably
where a piece of panelling was originally attached. The south-west elevation has had several large
openings formed in it by cutting through two layers of the brickwork (apparently leaving one layer, which
is separated from the other two by a cavity), each of which has a lintel (presumably concrete but covered
in plasterboard) sat on concrete pads (Plate 39 and Plate 40). There has been considerable rebuilding
around these openings in a more recent red brick as a result this alteration. At the south-east end there
is a projecting chimney breast with a fireplace with a rounded arch that is still open (Plate 41). It is
apparent that the panelling and therefore the creation of this room is later, as the line of the panelling
abuts the extent of the chimney breast leaving some earlier plaster hidden behind it. To the north-west
there was evidently a further fireplace evident as a projecting piece of wall, but this has been truncated
as a result of the inserted openings. The north-west elevation is plain apart from three two-light sliding
sash windows (the upper light angled at the top corners) with roll-moulded surrounds (Plate 42). An
additional horizontal timber has been fixed across the lower light of the central and north-eastern
window.

Plate 34 (left): Vaulted ceiling in the south corner of First Floor Room 1
Plate 35 (right): Sections of loose panelling against the south-west elevation of First Floor Room 1
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Plate 36 (left): Detail of the space for the fireplace within the loose panelling against the south-west
elevation, First Floor Room 1
Plate 37 (right): Loose panelling against the stairs on the north-east side of First Floor Room 1

Plate 38 (left): Reconstructed fragments of the fireplace in First Floor Room 1
Plate 39 (right): Openings cut into the south-east side of the south-west elevation of First Floor Room 1
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Plate 40 (left): Openings cut into the north-west side of the south-west elevation of First Floor Room 1
Plate 41 (right): Chimney breast and fireplace in the south-west elevation of First Floor Room 1

Plate 42: Windows in the north-west elevation of First Floor Room 1

4.3.8 First floor, Room 2: there are two north-east/south-west aligned beams visible above the level
of a suspended Styrofoam tile ceiling, which still covers the south-east end of the room. There is no
suspended tile ceiling above the area to the west of the sliding partition and the rest of the room is
otherwise open to the level of the floor above. The north-east elevation is plastered and wallpapered with
the remnants of the modern timber panels still visible, which cover the wall below the level of the
suspended ceiling. The central section of this wall juts out and is probably a fireplace or chimney stack
and has a modern skirting board (Plate 43). The south-east elevation has five large windows, each
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formed by a column of three-lights in a modern metal casement and chamfered timber frame, separated
by brick ‘columns’ (the outer two being slightly more widely separated from the inner three) (Plate 44).
The top row of lights is above the level of the suspended ceiling and panelling. The central row is hingeopening along the top whereas the bottom and top row are fixed. The vertical timber board panelling still
remains along this elevation and there is no skirting. A plastic rain water pipe passed inside the south
corner of the room. The red brick construction of the south-west elevation is visible in places and
approximately mirrors the north-east elevation, with a central fireplace or chimney stack, and continues
into the recessed area to the north-west (Plate 45). There is a sliding partition door through to the
recessed area to the north-west, which has vertical timber panels along the walls below a suspended
ceiling and a modern skirting board. The recessed area housed a stairway at one time, which was boxed
in to the north. The boxed in area behind the partition wall is wallpapered and has a modern skirting
similar to that exposed behind the panelling elsewhere in the room. The boxed in area created three
large boxed and wallpapered ‘steps’ (Plate 46), probably above an old stairway that would have run
north-east/south-west along this side of the room. There is a modern plain door to the north-east of the
recessed area on the north-west elevation which leads to the landing (First Floor Room 3). The northeast/south-west aligned floorboards are covered in patchy lino.

Plate 43 (left): East corner of First Floor Room 2
Plate 44 (right): The south-east elevation of First Floor Room 2

Plate 45 (left): West corner of First Floor Room 2
Plate 46 (right): Boxed ‘steps’ behind the timber partition wall in First Floor Room 2

4.3.9 First floor, Room 2a: there is a low, small room below the boxed area at the north-west end of
First Floor Room 2, which is accessible from the corridor (First Floor Room 3, see Section 4.3.10) to the
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north-east. The doorway to the corridor has the original moulded timber surround but no door. The
south-east elevation has vertical tongue and groove timber slats, with a beaded edge. The south-west
elevation forms the ceiling of the room and has horizontal beaded timber slats along the underside of the
‘steps’ in First Floor Room 2 (see Section 4.2.8 above; see Plate 47). The north-west elevation appears
to be a plasterboard partition wall, with moulded skirting, which continues on the other side of the ‘steps’
in First Floor Room 2. This skirting is not present on the other elevations. The floor has discontinuous
north-east/south-west aligned floorboards and the south-west end presumably had stairs to the ground
floor originally.

Plate 47: Small room below the boxed ‘steps’ to the north-west of First Floor Room 2

4.3.10 First floor, Room 3: this north-west/south-east aligned room forms a corridor on the first floor
and is open to the clear corrugated sheets which form a skylight against the adjoining building to the
north-east. The stairwell to the second floor occupies the north-east side of the room, which has
wallpaper continuing up the stairs. The stairwell is effectively enclosed by a stud partition wall. The area
beneath the stairs is boxed in with timber panelling (Plate 48). The door at the north-west end has a
moulded surround and a chamfered four-panel door. The door surround is cut through to the north-west
side by a partition wall. There are shelves and a sink on the south-east side of this otherwise plain room
(Plate 49). The brick construction of the north-east elevation is visible under the stairs at the back of a
small cupboard space to the south-east of this room. There is a water closet to the south-east of the
stairs (Plate 50). This room has a moulded skirting on the north-east and south-west elevations and is
slightly stepped in at the south-west end of the south-east elevation. It appears to have a possibly
original moulded four-panel door. The south-west elevation of the water closet and the main walls of the
corridor are painted stud partitions. The floor comprises decorative tiles (Plate 51) which continue just
inside the doorways to the rooms to the south-west, south-east, and north-east. The water closet and the
under stairs cupboard have decorated tiles on the floor throughout.
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Plate 48 (left): Panelling below the stairs on the first floor
Plate 49 (right): Small room beneath the stairs on the first floor
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Plate 50 (left): Water closet on the first floor
Plate 51 (right): Decorative floor tiles in First Floor Room 3

4.3.11 Second floor, Room 1: this is the north-westernmost room on the floor. It has a timber tongue
and groove board floor; the boards orientated north-east/south-west, with the damaged remains of a
concrete hearth stone against the chimney breast on the south-east side. The ceiling is finished with
plaster and paint, with a beam orientated north-east/south-west on the south-east side, which is finished
with a beaded fascia board. There is a sloping section of ceiling in the east corner corresponding to the
location of the stairs to the floor above. The walls are largely finished with plaster and painted wallpaper,
with a moulded skirting board throughout, although this has been removed from the chimney breast on
the south-west side of the room. The north-east elevation is plain. The south-east elevation has a
doorway to a cupboard below the stairs on the north-west side, which has four moulded panels and a
moulded surround (Plate 52). Inside the cupboard, it has a single shelf, oddly against the doorway, on
curved cast iron brackets, and the walls are essentially plain, although the south-east is constructed from
timber panels (the rear side of those visible in Second Floor Room 3). To the south-east there is another
doorway (leading to Second Floor Room 3) with four moulded panels and a moulded surround in a
similar style, and to the south-east of this the elevation returns to the north-west as a modern sheet
metal stud wall, before returning to the south-west where it meets the main south-west elevation. This
has a chimneybreast on the south-east side, which continues into Second Floor Room 2, with the
blocked opening for the fireplace just visible where the skirting board has been removed and six tie-rod
plates attached across it (Plate 53). The rest of the elevation is essentially plain. The north-west
elevation has three windows with two-light sliding sash casements but very plain surrounds. The central
one is not in situ but is propped up by a set of drawers (Plate 54). There is a timber batten attached to
the wall between the central windows and between the south-west window and the south-west wall.
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Plate 52 (left): North-east end of the south-east elevation of Second Floor Room 1
Plate 53 (right): South-west end of the south-east elevation of Second Floor Room 1

Plate 54: North-west elevation of Second Floor Room 1

4.3.12 Second floor, Room 2: the ceiling is plasterboard, covering the north-west/south-east joists of
the floor above; the hardboard panels of the floor above are visible in places. There is a boxed beam
running north-east/south-west along the north-west side of the room. A relatively central doorway on the
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north-east elevation (Plate 55) has a moulded timber surround and a moulded four-panel door; the same
as on the floor above (see Third Floor Room 4, Section 4.3.17). The wall is woodchip wallpapered above
the door and to the south-east and has a skirting board. This elevation is probably inserted. To the northwest of the door there is a large metal panel wall, with flimsy hardboard above this to the ceiling. The
north-west elevation is a continuation of this metal panel wall and similarly has no skirting board. The
south-west elevation has the same arrangement as the room above (Third Floor Room 3; see Section
4.3.16), with a jutting section along the north-west edge of the elevation (Plate 56). There are three tie
rods in the jutting out section (and the plates are visible in a column to the floor). There is some skirting
board along this elevation, which is the same as to the south-east of the door on the north-east
elevation. The red brick and cement is visible below the plaster finish. There is a central window with
three smaller lights above a corresponding row of three lights with a timber casement on the south-east
elevation. The central window on the lower row is hinged at the south-west side and is side-opening. The
window has square jambs and a timber sill and the lintel is possibly covered in concrete. The wallpaper
continues from the north-east elevation above the level of the sill on the south-east elevation, below
which the south-east elevation is stripped to the red brick of the walls. The floor has north-east/southwest aligned timber floorboards and concrete fills the fireplace towards the west corner of the room,
against the jutting flue of the chimney.

Plate 55 (left): North-east elevation of Second Floor Room 2
Plate 56 (right): West corner of Second Floor Room 2

4.3.13 Second floor, Room 3: this effectively forms the hall and stairs linking the rooms on this floor
and to the floors above and below. The floor comprises timber boards orientated north-east/south-west,
which are partially covered with carpet. The ceiling is finished with painted plaster with corrugated plastic
sheeting over the stairs on the south-east side of the room, with a pair of iron I-beams supporting this on
the north-west side. The stairs to the third floor are situated against the north-west side of the north-east
elevation and have plain square spindles, a moulded hand rail, and a turned newel post with moulded
panels forming the side of the stairs. The stairs to the first floor are situated against the south-east
elevation, and have turned spindles (although these are missing along the upper hand rail), a moulded
handrail and a turned newel post. These stairs have a right-angled turn so that they run along the northeast elevation, effectively below the south-east, and down to the floor below, where the walling is
finished with beaded tongue and groove panels at the south-east end and comprises a modern stud wall
along the south-west side. The north-west side of the north-east elevation is covered by the stairs and is
otherwise plain, with the exception of a water tank sat on brackets projecting from the wall. The southeast elevation, above the stairs, is a timber stud construction finished with planks and with the remains of
a plasterboard covering, sat on top of the actual wall. A timber beam on top of this supports the sloping
corrugated roof and has slots within it for what were evidently earlier divisions within the glazed roof. The
south-west elevation has a doorway (leading onto the flat roof) on the south-east side with four moulded
panels and a moulded surround, although both are in poor condition. To the north-west of this there is
another doorway (leading into Second Floor Room 2) in a similar style but in better condition. The northClient: Barrow Borough Council
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west elevation comprises a small area between the south-east elevation and the side of the stairs to the
north-east, and is filled by a doorway, again with four moulded panels and a moulded surround.

Plate 57 (left): Stairs up to the third floor against the north-east elevation of Second Floor Room 3
Plate 58 (right): Stairs down to the first floor on the south-east side of Second Floor Room 3
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Plate 59 (left): Detail of the remaining spindles of the stairs down to the first floor
Plate 60 (right): View up the stairs from the first floor
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Plate 61 (left): Doorway leading to the roof at the south-east end of the south-west elevation of Second
Floor Room 3
Plate 62 (right): Doorways in the west corner of Second Floor Room 3

4.3.14 Third floor, Room 1: this has a timber board floor, probably tongue and groove, with a concrete
block with a timber edging on the south-west side forming a hearth stone against the chimney breast.
The ceiling is finished with plaster and paint and there is a single beam orientated north-east/south-west
with a beaded edge (probably a fascia board) and attached early Bakelite light fittings. The ceiling slopes
down on the north-west side following the line of the roof. The walls are finished with plaster and paint
throughout, with a standard ogee moulded skirting board throughout. The north-east elevation has a
chimney breast on the south-east side, the fireplace of which has clearly been blocked for some time as
it covered with the same plaster, paint, and skirting board (Plate 63). The south-east elevation is a plain
stud partition, with a doorway on the north-east side, the door of which has four moulded panels and a
moulded surround. The south-west elevation is a plain stud wall, while the north-west elevation is plain
apart from a large 6-light window with very plain casements, of which one is hinged (Plate 64). The
sloping section of ceiling on the north-east side is finished with planks on the south-west side, and has a
beaded edge.
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Plate 63 (left): East corner of Third Floor Room 1
Plate 64: North-west elevation of Third Floor Room 1

4.3.15 Third floor, Room 2: this has hardboard or chipboard covering or perhaps in place of the floor
boards, and there is a concrete block against the chimney breast on the south-east side of the southwest elevation forming a hearth stone. The ceiling is finished with plaster and paint, and slopes down in
the south corner following the line of the roof. There is a single beam orientated north-east/south west,
which is a continuation of the one in Third Floor Room 1 and similar in style. The walls are all finished
with plaster and paint and with a similar skirting board to Third Floor Room 1. The north-east elevation is
a relatively plain stud wall, with a return on the south-east side to a doorway, with a moulded four-panel
door and a moulded surround. The south-east elevation is a plain stud partition and the south-west
elevation is relatively plain apart from a large chimney breast on the south-east side (which extends into
Third Floor Room 4) (Plate 65). The opening for the original small fireplace is evident as a patch of
unpainted plaster, where it has been blocked, and it is also covered by the skirting board. There are six
modern steel tie rod plates affixed to the chimney breast. The north-west elevation is relatively plain; the
sloping ceiling on the south-west side is edged with timber planks and has a beaded edge, as per Third
Floor Room 1. To the north-east of this there is a four light window, one light of which is hinged (Plate
66).

Plate 65 (left): South-west elevation of Third Floor Room 3
Plate 66 (right): North-west elevation of Third Floor Room 3
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4.3.16 Third floor, Room 3: this room is located to the south-east corner of the building and is
essentially rectangular in plan with a stepped in section along the north-west side of the south-west
elevation, forming the chimney flue, and the corner cut at the north corner through to Third Floor Room
4. This doorway is fairly modern with a moulded timber frame, but the door itself is missing. There is a
single north-east/south-west beam across the centre of the room (0.17m wide) and joists are visible in
places above the plaster board ceiling through to the north-west/south-east aligned floorboards of the
roof space. The north-west and north-east elevations are plain, thin plasterboard walls, which are
painted yellow, with a brown skirting board. This finish is continuous around the room. The ceiling slopes
down to the south-east from the beam to a central, four-light timber casement window on the south-east
elevation (Plate 67), with a timber frame, sill, and lintel. The sloping section of the roof is sawn timber
and probably modern. The south-east elevation is red brick with a cavity between the single rows of the
bricks of the wall. The south-west elevation is similarly red brick and white cement and finished with a
layer of plaster and painted. There is a projecting section at the north-west end of this elevation with
three metal tie rod plates bolted to it in a line (Plate 68). The floor comprises timber boards and
chipboard panels, with some narrow north-west/south-east floorboards against the north-east elevation,
and there are some holes in the floor through to Second Floor Room 2.

Plate 67 (left): South-east elevation of Third Floor Room 3
Plate 68 (right): West corner of Third Floor Room 3

4.3.17 Third floor, Room 4: this room forms the landing on the third floor and there is an access to the
roof space through a hole in the ceiling. The ceiling is plastered and painted white. There is a slight
recess in the north-east elevation, most likely a ‘wall press’ or cupboard, at the top of the stairs. This
elevation is plastered over and woodchip wallpapered. The skirting continues down the stairs to the
south-east but is discontinuous across the recessed area. The south-east elevation is open to the stairs
apart from the south corner, which houses a doorway through to Third Floor Room 3. The stairway is
wallpapered to the south-east of the doorway. The remaining elevations are plastered and painted. The
south-west and north-west elevations have wooden brackets for shelves above the doors. The doorways
on these elevations are timber moulded, with moulded four-panel doors (Plate 69). The stairway has a
moulded hand rail and square spindles and is open to the side (Plate 70). The floor has exposed northeast/south-west floorboards.
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Plate 69 (left): Detail of the door to Third Floor Room 2 from Third Floor Room 4
Plate 70 (right): Detail of the stairs from Third Floor Room 4

4.3.18 Roof space: although not accessible this could be viewed from Third Floor Room 3. There are
joists supporting the ceiling of the rooms below orientated north-west/south-east, while the roof is
supported by a single north-east/south-west orientated purlin per pitch, with additional timbers linking
between them, plus a ridge plank. The purlins support the rafters and the slate roof, both of which are
exposed. The north-east and south-west elevations are constructed from red brick laid in stretcher bond,
with a wide projecting chimney breast on the south-west side and corbelled brickwork supporting the
ridge plank at either end.

Plate 71: General view of the roof structure
Client: Barrow Borough Council
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5.

Discussion

5.1

Phasing

5.1.1 Introduction: the ability to phase the development of the building is greatly enhanced by the
detailed documentary information available relating to its initial construction and early use (of at least
part of it) as a school. These alterations would have otherwise been quite likely to be very difficult to
identify.
5.1.2 Phase 1 –1874-1875: the building was almost certainly constructed as part of the single large
block comprising the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel and number 104, although it is curiously not included in
the original plans. This original scheme comprised an impressive three storey range with Gothic details
and decorative features in both brick and stone. The exact nature of the internal arrangement is
uncertain. While the basement has seen relatively little alteration, the ground floor has been extensively
modernised and the upper floors also changed. However, it is apparent from the plans of 1991 that the
stairs along the north-east side of the building connected both the first floor and the cellar to the ground
floor, while there was a second staircase orientated north-east/south-west south-east of the centre
connecting the ground and first floor, although this may have been added in Phase 2.
5.1.3 Phase 2 – 1879-1889: the documentary sources state that the creation of the school led to
modifications in both 1879 and 1880, with further changes in 1886. The school remained at the site until
at least 1889, so further alterations corresponding to this function are possible until this date. It is difficult
to be certain of the exact nature of these. As noted above, the central staircase may have been added to
provide access; this is clearly the staircase described as accessing the school between rooms
overlooking Abbey Road and High Street (presumably first floor Rooms 1 and 2 respectively). It is
evident that the panelled room within the south corner of first floor Room 1 was added after the original
construction and it would seem likely that it was included to form some part of the school, perhaps the
skylight included within it representing some attempt at improving the lighting in 1886. Externally the
encaustic tiles in the front elevation naming ‘Oxford Chambers’, which are clearly a later addition, must
have been added during this phase.
5.1.4 Phase 3 – early 20th century: all of the fireplaces within the building have been blocked up, and
any surrounds removed, and it is clear from the presence of well-moulded skirting boards across where
they would have been situated that this was most likely carried out at a relatively early date. The rooms
constructed from concrete blocks within the basement, now housing a relatively modern boiler and oil
tank, were probably constructed during this general phase to house an earlier oil boiler, presumably
heating radiators that have since been removed. No substantial alterations are otherwise evident within
the building, although some more cosmetic ones are likely. The addition of the building to the south-west
seems, at this stage, to have had a relatively minimal impact on Oxford Chambers at this time.
5.1.5 Phase 4 – late 20th century: the extension of the adjoining social club into the building led to
perhaps the most extensive number of alterations to the building in its history, ironically carried out after
it was listed (see Appendix 2). Numerous openings were created between the two buildings on the
ground floor and several more were apparently intended in the first floor but not completed. A doorway
was also added between the basement and that of the adjoining building, and the original stairs to the
basement blocked allowing access only from next door. Alterations on the other floors at this time were
less severe, although windows on the ground floor were altered or blocked, as were all those in the
basement, and a metal panel stud wall was added on the second floor, probably replacing an earlier
dividing wall. General neglect and structural issues also affected the building, leading to the installation
of tie rods through the south-west elevation (although it is not clear what these are tying together!).

5.2

Conclusion

5.2.1 The recording of Oxford Chambers compliments and effectively completes the earlier work
carried out on 104 Abbey Road, revealing the similar, but notably different, development and use of what
were two parts of a single large block of buildings, built during a time of prosperity and expansion within
the town. The use of Oxford Chambers as a school provides an additional insight into its early history,
and how it was used during a period of economic depression in the 1880s, something that was more
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difficult to ascertain for number 104. The later very mixed use of the building during the early 20 th century
seems remarkable, but by the end of the century it had, like 104, become largely occupied by a single
retailer. The building recording was able to identify changes carried out to the physical structure
representing all of these periods, and showed how it had developed from its early intensive use to late
20th century neglect and decline.

5.3

Recommendations

5.3.1 Externally the building has retained much of its original form and character and in general
renovation and repair, although this might need to be quite extensive in places due to the obvious
structural problems within the building, would be recommended. However, on the ground floor extensive
modifications have been made to the windows, including the blocking of those to the rear (south-east)
and reinstatement in a more sympathetic style is recommended. The rear elevation has also suffered
considerably less sympathetic treatment than the front, and would benefit from sympathetic restoration
and the removal of the concrete skim covering the third floor section, which is likely to be damaging the
original brickwork. Reinstatement of sash windows in the rear elevation would also be essential to
enhance and restore its character.
5.3.2 Internally, the basement is in reasonable condition and could no doubt be reconditioned to
provide a useful function, although it is currently only accessible from the basement of the adjoining
building. Reinstatement of the original staircase on the north-east side of the room would probably not be
desirable given its position and, as it is in poor condition, the creation of a new staircase elsewhere,
perhaps at the south-east end of the building would perhaps be preferable. The ground floor of the
building has been extensively modified and its original arrangement and features badly damaged, with
only some of the elements of the ceiling (above the later suspended ceiling) of interest. The removal of
the suspended ceiling to reveal the beams in particular would perhaps be desirable. The upper floors
have considerably more original and architectural features of interest remaining, including the sash
windows in the north-west elevation, the tiled floor on the first floor, and large parts of the staircases, and
retention of all of these aspects would be recommended. Of particular interest is the panelled room
within First Floor Room 1, which ideally should be restored; the sections of panelling and even the
fireplace are apparently all still present and could be reinstated.
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Appendix 1: Project Design

OXFORD CHAMBERS, 102 ABBEY ROAD, BARROW-INFURNESS, CUMBRIA
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Project Background
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1.1.1 Prior to renovation of a former public house at 102 Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria (NGR
319951 469672), Barrow Borough Council require an English Heritage Level 3 type recording of the building. It is
Listed Grade II and so is of historical importance and statutorily protected, but is in a poor condition and has been
modified a number of times; the building recording request has been made in anticipation of such a requirement
being placed on any planning application relating to the renovation work.
1.1.2 The property, which is known as Oxford Chambers, is dated to 1875, and forms part of a row of buildings
including the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel (to the north) and Cooke’s Buildings (to the north, No. 104). All of these are
constructed in a similar elaborate late Victorian Gothic style, with detailed stonework, arches, and decorative
brickwork (English Heritage 2007). Cooke’s Buildings was recorded as part of a previous phase of renovation work
(Greenlane Archaeology 2008a).

1.2

Greenlane Archaeology

1.2.1 Greenlane Archaeology is a private limited company based in Ulverston, Cumbria, and was established in
2005 (Company No. 05580819). Its directors, Jo Dawson and Daniel Elsworth, have a combined total of over 18
years continuous professional experience working in commercial archaeology, principally in the north of England
and Scotland. Greenlane Archaeology is committed to a high standard of work, and abides by the Institute for
Archaeologists’ (IfA) Code of Conduct. The desk-based assessment and building recording will be carried out
according to the Standards and Guidance of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA 2008a; 2008b).

1.3

Project Staffing

1.3.1 The project will be managed by Dan Elsworth (MA (Hons)), AIfA), who will also carry out the building
recording with appropriately experienced assistance. Daniel graduated from the University of Edinburgh in 1998
with an honours degree in Archaeology, and began working for the Lancaster University Archaeological Unit, which
became Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) in 2001. Daniel ultimately became a project officer, and for over six
and a half years worked on excavations and surveys, building investigations, desk-based assessments, and
conservation and management plans. These have principally taken place in the North West, and Daniel has a
particular interest in the archaeology of the area. He has managed a number of recent projects in Cumbria and
Lancashire including several archaeological building recordings. Recent projects include the recording of farm
buildings at Sowerby Lodge (Greenlane Archaeology 2007a) and Sowerby Hall (Greenlane Archaeology 2007b),
but also larger buildings and complexes such as a Georgian mansion at Galgate (Greenlane Archaeology 2008b),
and groups of industrial buildings in Barrow-in-Furness (Greenlane Archaeology 2007c; 2009). He is very
experienced at building recording, having carried out numerous such projects, mainly in Cumbria and Lancashire,
over the past eight years. He also supervised the previous recording of Cooke’s Buildings (Greenlane Archaeology
2008a).

2.

Objectives

2.1

Desk-Based Assessment

2.1.1 To examine early maps of the site and any other relevant primary and secondary sources in order to better
understand the dating and development of the building, and set it in its historic context.

2.2

Building Recording

2.2.1 To undertake a programme of archaeological building recording of the building to a Level 3-type standard
(English Heritage 2006). This will provide a detailed record of the structure, as well as providing outline information
about its development, form and function.

2.3

Report

2.3.1 To produce a report detailing the results of the desk-based assessment and building recording, which will
outline the character, form and development of the historic fabric of the building.

2.4

Archive

2.4.1

Produce a full archive of the results of the building recording.
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3.

Methodology

3.1

Rapid Desk-based Assessment

3.1.1 A rapid examination of easily available sources, particularly maps, relating to the site will be carried out.
These will include:
Cumbria Record Office (Barrow-in-Furness): the majority of original and secondary sources relating to
the site are deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in Barrow-in-Furness. Of principal importance are early
maps of the site, particularly Ordnance Survey maps. These will be examined in order to establish the date
of the structure, any periods of alteration, and, where possible, the function of the building in order to set it
in its historic context. In addition, any details of the building’s architect(s), patrons and owners will be
acquired where available;
Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness: plans deposited at the Town Hall, showing both the original proposals and
subsequent alterations relating to more recent planning applications, will be examined, depending on their
availability;
Greenlane Archaeology: a number of copies of maps and local histories are held by Greenlane
Archaeology. These will be consulted in order to provide information about the date of the building, and any
obvious phases of alteration.

3.2

Archaeological Building Recording

3.2.1 A programme of archaeological building recording to English Heritage Level 3-type standards is required
(English Heritage 2006). This is a relatively detailed form of investigation intended to record the form, function and
phasing of the building, incorporating the results of the desk-based assessment. It will comprise three types of
recording:
Drawn Record: plans of all of the principal floors will be produced, indicating alterations to the building and
the location of each photographed feature of architectural or historic interest. These are compiled through
hand measured survey techniques utilising ‘as existing’ architect’s plans if available and on-site instrument
survey where necessary. These are then drawn up to produce the final illustrations. In addition, a plan
showing the location of the building in relation to other nearby buildings, structures and landscape features
will also be produced;
Copies of ’as existing’ elevations will be included if available or will be produced through instrument survey.
Where necessary these will be annotated to show features of architectural or historic interest. Sections will
also be produced as necessary by creating new drawings, in order to show the form of the roof structure
and the vertical relationships within the building;
Written Record: descriptive records of all elements of the building will be made on Greenlane Archaeology
standard pro forma record sheets. These records will describe the building’s plan, form, function, age, and
construction materials. They will then be used to provide an account of the development of the building,
making use of the results of the desk-based assessment to discuss in detail the evidence upon which this is
based. In addition, the landscape and historic setting of the building will be described, in particular its
relationship with other nearby buildings, streets, settlements and other structures;
Photographic Record: photographs in both colour print film and colour digital format will be taken. These
will cover both general and detailed shots of the external elevations, individual rooms and circulation areas,
but also scaled photographs of specific features of architectural or archaeological interest. In addition, a
record of the associated landscape and nearby buildings will also be made. Digital photographs will also be
used for illustrative purposes within the report, and a written record will be kept of all of the photographs that
are taken.

3.3

Report

3.3.1 The results of the building investigation will be compiled into a report, which will provide a summary and
details of any sources consulted. It will include the following sections:
A front cover including the appropriate national grid reference (NGR) and planning application
number;
A concise non-technical summary of results, including the date the project was undertaken and by
whom;
Client: Barrow Borough Council
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Acknowledgements;
Project Background;
Methodology, including a description of the work undertaken;
Results of the rapid desk-based assessment;
Results of the building recording;
Discussion of the results including phasing information; including an assessment of the significance
of the structure and recommendations for further recording if appropriate;
Bibliography;
Illustrations at appropriate scales including:
- a site location plan related to the national grid;
- a plan or plans showing the location of the building in relation to nearby structures
and the local landscape;
- plans of all of the principal floors of the building showing the location of each
photographed feature of architectural or archaeological interest;
- elevations of the building;
- if possible, a cross-section showing as a minimum the roof structure;
- photographs of the building, features of architectural/historic interest and its
landscape, accompanied by appropriate descriptions;
- copies of selected historic maps and plans of the building.

3.4

Archive

3.4.1 The archive, comprising the drawn, written, and photographic record of the building, formed during the
project, will be stored by Greenlane Archaeology until it is completed. Upon completion it will be deposited with the
Cumbria Record Office in Barrow-in-Furness, together with a copy of the report. The archive will be compiled
according to the standards and guidelines of the IFA (Brown 2007), and in accordance with English Heritage
guidelines (English Heritage 1991). In addition details will be submitted to the Online AccesS to the Index of
archaeological investigationS (OASIS) scheme. This is an internet-based project intended to improve the flow of
information between contractors, local authority heritage managers and the general public.
3.4.2 A copy of the report will be supplied to the client and one will also be supplied to the planning department at
Barrow Borough Council. In addition, Greenlane Archaeology Ltd will retain one copy.

4.

Work timetable

4.1
Greenlane Archaeology will be available to commence the project on 17th January 2011, or at another date
convenient to the client. It is envisaged that the elements of the project will carried out in the following order:
Task 1: rapid desk-based assessment;
Task 2: on-site building recording;
Task 3: production of draft report including illustrations;
Task 4: feedback from Barrow Borough Council, editing and production of final report, within two
months of completion of the building recording;
Task 6: finalisation and deposition of archive.

5.

Other matters

5.1

Access and clearance

5.1.1 Access to the site will be organised through co-ordination with the client and/or their agent(s). In addition,
the building will be cleared by the client in order to allow internal photographs to be taken without obstructions.
Client: Barrow Borough Council
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Greenlane Archaeology reserves the right in increase the price if the building has not been cleared at the time of
recording, if this results in additional time on site to photograph the building’s interior once it has been cleared.

5.2

Health and Safety

5.2.1 Greenlane Archaeology carries out risk assessments for all of its projects and abides by its internal health
and safety policy and relevant legislation. Health and safety is always the foremost consideration in any decisionmaking process.

5.3

Insurance

5.3.1 Greenlane Archaeology has professional indemnity insurance to the value of £500,000. Details of this can
be supplied if requested.

5.4

Environmental and Ethical Policy

5.4.1 Greenlane Archaeology has a strong commitment to environmentally and ethically sound working practices.
Its office is supplied with 100% renewable energy by Good Energy, uses ethical telephone and internet services
supplied by the Phone Co-op, is even decorated with organic paint, and has floors finished with recycled vinyl tiles.
In addition, the company uses the services of The Co-operative Bank for ethical banking, Naturesave for
environmentally-conscious insurance, and utilises public transport wherever possible. Greenlane Archaeology is
also committed to using local businesses for services and materials, thus benefiting the local economy, reducing
unnecessary transportation, and improving the sustainability of small and rural businesses.
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Appendix 2: Listed Building Details
From: English Heritage 2007
Location: OXFORD CHAMBERS, ABBEY ROAD (south east side), BARROW IN FURNESS, BARROW
IN FURNESS, CUMBRIA
Date listed: 06 May 1976
Date of last amendment: 20 December 1993
Grade II
BARROW IN FURNESS SD16NE ABBEY ROAD 708-1/5/22 (South East side) 06/05/76 Oxford
Chambers (Formerly Listed as: ABBEY ROAD Oxford Chambers and Cooke's Buildings) GV II
Commercial buildings. c1875 (soon after Cooke's Buildings, qv). Red brick with ashlar dressings and
terracotta ornament, slate roof. 3 storeys and attic, 3 bays. Altered ground floor with C20 shop front
between original pilasters. 1st floor: sill band to tall sashes in recessed ashlar surrounds with decorative
lintels set behind brick, pointed arches with hoodmoulds and blue-brick relieving arches. Decorative
terracotta panel above with 'OXFORD CHAMBERS' on encaustic tiles. 2nd floor: sill and lintel bands link
recessed sashes. Compound, brick corbelling to eaves. Flat-headed roof dormer of 10 lights; truncated
end stack on right.
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