THE KIRKGATE CENTRE, KIRKGATE, COCKERMOUTH,
CUMBRIA

Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
NGR: 312430 530682
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd
November 2011

Greenlane Archaeology Ltd,
2 Albrights Yard, Theatre Street,
Ulverston, Cumbria, LA12 7AQ
Tel: 01229 588 500
Email: info@greenlanearchaeology.co.uk
Web: www.greenlanearchaeology.co.uk

The Kirkgate Centre, Kirkgate, Cockermouth, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

1

Contents
Illustrations and Tables.................................................................................................................................................2
List of Figures ...........................................................................................................................................................2
List of Plates .............................................................................................................................................................2
List of Tables ............................................................................................................................................................2
Non-Technical Summary ..............................................................................................................................................3
Acknowledgements.......................................................................................................................................................3
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Introduction ...........................................................................................................................................................4
1.1

Circumstances of the Project ......................................................................................................................4

1.2

Location, Geology, and Topography ...........................................................................................................4

Methodology .........................................................................................................................................................6
2.1

Desk-Based Assessment ............................................................................................................................6

2.2

Archive.........................................................................................................................................................6

Results ..................................................................................................................................................................7
3.1

Introduction..................................................................................................................................................7

3.2

The Known Archaeological Resource .........................................................................................................7

3.3

Map and Image Regression ........................................................................................................................9

3.4

Conclusion.................................................................................................................................................12

Site History..........................................................................................................................................................16
4.1

Introduction................................................................................................................................................16

4.2

Site History ................................................................................................................................................16

Discussion...........................................................................................................................................................20
5.1

Introduction................................................................................................................................................20

5.2

Significance ...............................................................................................................................................20

5.3

Archaeological Potential............................................................................................................................20

5.4

Disturbance ...............................................................................................................................................21

5.5

Impact........................................................................................................................................................21

5.6

Recommendations ....................................................................................................................................21

Bibliography ........................................................................................................................................................22
6.1

Primary and Cartographic Sources ...........................................................................................................22

6.2

Secondary Sources ...................................................................................................................................22

Appendix 1: Site Gazetteer.........................................................................................................................................25
Appendix 2: Significance Criteria................................................................................................................................29

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, November 2011

2

The Kirkgate Centre, Kirkgate, Cockermouth, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

Illustrations and Tables
List of Figures
Figure 1: Site location ...................................................................................................................................................5
Figure 2: Site gazetteer and listed building location plan ...........................................................................................14
Figure 3: Previous archaeological work and extent of Scheduled Monuments within the study area .......................15

List of Plates
Plate 1: Pictorial map, c1600 (after Winchester 1986, 110).........................................................................................9
Plate 2 (left): Donald’s map, 1774 ..............................................................................................................................10
Plate 3 (right): Plan, c1824 .........................................................................................................................................10
Plate 4 (left): Wood’s map, 1832 ................................................................................................................................10
Plate 5 (right): Tithe map, c1841 ................................................................................................................................10
Plate 6: Redrawn extract of the tithe map, showing the names of the landowners and numbering from the
accompanying schedule .............................................................................................................................................11
Plate 7 (left): Ordnance Survey map, 1867 ................................................................................................................12
Plate 8 (right): Ordnance Survey map, 1898 ..............................................................................................................12
Plate 9 (left): Ordnance Survey map, 1900 ................................................................................................................12
Plate 10 (right): Ordnance Survey map, 1925 ............................................................................................................12
Plate 11 (left): All Saints National School in 1968 (from CRO(W) YDX 310/5/2 1968-1996 ......................................19
Plate 12 (right): The semi-derelict interior of the former All Saints National School in 1990 (from CRO(W) YDX
310/5/2 1968-1996)............................................................................................................. .......................................19

List of Tables
Table 1: Summary of individual sites of archaeological interest within the study area ................................................7
Table 2: Summary of the owners and occupiers, c1841 ............................................................................................11
Table 3: Significance of the site as part of the medieval town ...................................................................................20
Table 4: Degree of potential for unknown archaeological remains by period ............................................................21

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, November 2011

The Kirkgate Centre, Kirkgate, Cockermouth, Cumbria: Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

3

Non-Technical Summary
Prior to the submission of a planning application for proposed refurbishment, including extension, of the
Kirkgate Centre, Kirkgate, Cockermouth, Greenlane Archaeology was commissioned to carry out a deskbased assessment. This is intended to identify any known archaeological remains and assess the
potential for as yet unknown archaeological remains to be present within the proposed development site.
The assessment was carried out by Greenlane Archaeology in November 2011.
The site is situated on the east side of the north end of Kirkgate, immediately to the south of Market
Street, one of the main thoroughfares through the town, and part of its medieval core. Cockermouth is
thought to be a largely medieval creation, although there are scattered prehistoric sites from the general
area and an extensive Roman site immediately to the north at Papcastle, with much of the area on the
west side of the River Cocker, in particular the evidently planned Main Street, thought to belong to a
period of expansion following the granting of a borough charter in the 13th century. The site is situated
within a part of the town that may have early medieval origins, although as yet archaeological work in
this part of Cockermouth has produced largely negative results. During the post-medieval period the
town grew and prospered again following a period of decline, leading to further development. The most
significant element of this on the site was the erection of the All Saints National School in the late 1860s.
This remained in use for just over one hundred years, before becoming disused and was ultimately
saved from demolition through renovation in the 1990s to form the present Kirkgate Centre.
The proposed development site has a high potential for archaeological remains of medieval and postmedieval date being present, with earlier remains a lesser possibility, although it is likely to have been
subject to some more recent disturbance. It is recommended that further archaeological investigation is
carried out, depending on the extent of likely ground disturbance based on a more detailed examination
of proposals. However, as a minimum an archaeological watching brief should be maintained on all
ground works extending to a depth of c0.3m below the present ground level.

Acknowledgements
Greenlane Archaeology would like to thank The Kirkgate Centre for commissioning the project.
Additional thanks are due to Jo Macintosh, Historic Environment Records (HER) Officer at Cumbria
County Council, for help with accessing information held in the HER, and the staff of the Cumbria Record
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Circumstances of the Project

1.1.1 Prior to the submission of a planning application for the refurbishment of The Kirkgate Centre,
Kirkgate, Cockermouth, Cumbria (NGR 312430 530682), including the construction of extensions,
Greenlane Archaeology was commissioned by The Kirkgate Centre (hereafter ‘the client’) to carry out an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the area. This was intended to establish at an early stage
whether it was likely to have any archaeological potential and to act as supporting documentation with
the subsequent application.

1.2

Location, Geology, and Topography

1.2.1 The site is situated in the centre of the town of Cockermouth, to the south of Market Place (Figure
1), within the area of the medieval town, at approximately 50m above sea level (Ordnance Survey 2011;
Figure 1). The site is an irregular shape, comprising approximately 570m 2, which includes the area of the
L-shaped building of The Kirkgate Centre.
1.2.2 The area of Cockermouth is geologically predominated by Ordovician (Arenigian) age mudstones
and siltstones of the Skiddaw Group, with Dinantian age Carboniferous Limestone to the north and west
(Moseley 1978, plate 1). The solid geology has, in turn, been sculpted by glacial activity and the
overlying drift deposits of the West Cumbria Coastal Plain tend to be formed by glacially derived boulder
clay (till) with, in places, sand and gravel (Countryside Commission 1998, 27).
1.2.3 The River Derwent flows through Cockermouth before joining the Irish Sea and the Valley forms
a flat, pastoral landscape subdivided by hedgerows and semi-natural woodlands (ibid).
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2.

Methodology

2.1

Desk-Based Assessment

2.1.1 The desk-based assessment was carried out in accordance with the guidelines of the Institute for
Archaeologists (IfA 2008). This principally comprised an examination of early maps of the site and
published secondary sources. A number of sources of information were used during the desk-based
assessment, in particular the results of previous archaeological work carried out in Cockermouth:
Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER): this is a list of all the known sites of
archaeological interest within the county, which is maintained by Cumbria County Council and is
the primary source of information for an investigation of this kind. Details of all the known sites of
archaeological interest and previous pieces of archaeological work carried out within 250m of the
centre of the proposed development area (the ‘study area’) were examined. Each identified site
comes with a grid reference, description, and source, and any additional information which was
referenced was also examined as necessary. In addition, unpublished reports of archaeological
investigations in the vicinity of the site were examined;
Cumbria Record Office, Whitehaven (CRO(W)): this was visited principally in order to examine
early maps and plans of the site, but other documentary sources and published records were
also consulted in order to gather information about the historical development and archaeology of
the site and its environs;
Cumbria Record Office, Carlisle (CRO(C)): this was visited to examine additional primary
sources, principally the Tithe Map for Cockermouth;
Greenlane Archaeology library: additional secondary sources were also consulted to provide
information for the site background.

2.2

Archive

2.2.1 A comprehensive archive of the project has been produced in accordance with the project
design, and current IfA and English Heritage guidelines (Brown 2007; English Heritage 1991). The paper
and digital archive and a copy of this report will be deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in
Whitehaven at a suitable time on completion of the project, on agreement with the client. Three copies of
this report will be provided for the client, a digital copy for the client’s agent, and a copy will be retained
by Greenlane Archaeology. In addition, at a suitable time a digital copy will be provided to the Historic
Environment Record Officer at Cumbria County Council, and a record of the project will be made on the
OASIS scheme, on agreement with the client.
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3.1.1 The results of the desk-based assessment have been used to produce two separate elements.
All sites of archaeological interest recorded within the study area were compiled into a gazetteer
(Appendix 1, summarised in Table 1 and shown in Figure 2). The gazetteer is used to assess the
general type of historic landscape that makes up the study area, contribute to the compilation of the
general history of the site (see Section 4), and, more importantly, identify specific sites and areas of
archaeological interest that are likely to be affected by the proposed development. The significance of
each of these sites and the degree to which they are likely to be affected is considered in Section 5 and
this forms the basis for recommendations for further work.
3.1.2 The background history of the site is intended to cover all periods, in part to provide information
that can be used to assess the potential of the site (particularly for the presence of remains that are
otherwise not recorded in the study area), but more importantly to present the documented details of any
sites that are known (see Section 4).

3.2

The Known Archaeological Resource

3.2.1 Introduction: the known archaeological resource within the study area has been broken down
into two main elements: individually recorded sites of archaeological interest, including Listed Buildings,
and sites of previous archaeological work. Most of the study area falls within the Conservation Area for
Cockermouth and the proposed development site is entirely within it. All of this information has been
compiled from the Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER).
3.2.2 Sites of Archaeological Interest: there are 55 Listed Buildings within the study area (see Figure
2); while the majority of these have not been separately included in the gazetteer (see Appendix 1),
some are also included as HER sites – specifically Sites 2, Sites 3, 5, 8, and 12 (note that Sites 5 and 8
have the same Listed Building number, so they have been counted only once here), in addition to which
the HER records seven other sites of archaeological interest (Sites 1, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11). There are
therefore 12 sites of archaeological interest already recorded within the study area, range from medieval
to post-medieval in date. A summary of the HER data has been compiled into a single gazetteer for the
study area (see Appendix 1; summarised further in Table 1 below) and the location of each site is shown
in Figure 2 with the extent of Scheduled Monuments shown in Figure 3).
Site
No.
1

Type

Period
Post-medieval
Medieval

8

3
4

Former farmstead and
workshop
Castle; deer park;
fortified house; motte
and bailey; park
House
Earthwork

Site
No.
7

Post-medieval
Medieval?

9
10

5

House

Post-medieval

11

6

Fish stones; Market
Place

Medieval

12

2

Type

Period

Former Moot Hall
[demolished in 1829]
Public house

Medieval

Houses
Former Old Hall
[demolished in 1973]
Former Market Hall
[demolished in 2009]
Church

Post-medieval
Post-medieval

Post-medieval

Post-medieval
Medieval – post-medieval

Table 1: Summary of individual sites of archaeological interest within the study area

3.2.3 Previous archaeological work: in addition to the individual sites, a number of previous pieces of
archaeological work have been carried out within the study area (see Figure 3). Those in closest
proximity to the proposed development site, and therefore with most relevance, are summarised below in
chronological order, and their locations are shown on Figure 3. Detailed results for extensive excavations
undertaken in the 1970s and 1980s on Main Street, some distance to the west of the study area, are not
yet available but their importance is discussed in Section 4.2.7 and Section 5.3 below.
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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3.2.4 Watching Brief, Rubby Banks Road, 1999: no features or finds were identified during a
watching brief carried out in July and August 1999. It was concluded that any features along the bank
had been destroyed along this stretch of the river (NAA 2000).
3.2.5 Desk-Based Assessment and Watching Brief, 39 Market Place, 2002-2003: a desk-based
assessment revealed that the site had been continuously occupied since at least the early post-medieval
period, as shown on historic maps from 1600 onwards (NPHT 2002), however, no archaeological
features were observed during the subsequent watching brief, which was carried out in February 2003
(NPHT 2003a).
3.2.6 Evaluation, Mitre Court, St Helens Street, 2002: an archaeological evaluation, comprising the
excavation of two trenches, recorded a cobbled surface and drains belonging to the yard of the former
Crown and Mitre Hotel in January 2003 (NPHT 2003b).
3.2.7 Watching Brief, Cockermouth Castle, 2003: no evidence of any medieval features was
discovered at Cockermouth Castle (Site 2) during the excavation of two test pits; both pits were situated
over ground severely disturbed by a series of service pipes (NPHT 2003c). A general location for the
watching brief is indicated on Figure 3 since it has not been digitised on the HER.
3.2.8 Desk-Based Assessment and Watching Brief, Cockermouth Leisure Centre, near Tute Hill,
2007: the site was considered to have high archaeological potential because it is situated adjacent to the
Scheduled remains of Tute Hill (Site 4), but no archaeological features or finds were recovered during an
investigation undertaken between April and July 2007 (OAN 2008).
3.2.9 Building Recording, 28 Market Place, 2007: an impromptu survey of this Grade II Listed
building (Site 5), carried out between May and June 2007, found that the original property almost
certainly dated to late 16th century and is depicted on a survey map for the Earl of Northumberland
c1600. Many original features survived, although alterations were made in the late-17th century and the
18th century when it was altered to resemble a fashionable Georgian townhouse and given a new
façade. The house was possibly divided in the late 19 th century, with a new shop inserted on the ground
floor (Cracknell 2009a).
3.2.10 Building Recording and Watching Brief, The Ship Inn, 14 Market Place, 2007-2008: this
Grade II Listed building (Site 8) is located in a former medieval burgage plot in the market place. It has a
c1700 façade, but retained internal features possibly of 17 th or 16th century date including a stone newel
staircase and several stone fireplaces. Additional accommodation, stables and storage were added to
the rear during the 18th and 19th centuries. The phasing of these was assisted by the recovery of 12
coins dating from 1696 onwards. Two unstratified sherds of 13th to 14th century pottery were also found
in the rear yard during the excavation of new service pipes (Cracknell 2009b).
3.2.11 Desk-Based Assessment, The Cottage Hospital, Isel Road, 2008: a desk-based assessment
was carried out ahead of the site’s development. The site (Site 1) likely formed part of the adjacent
castle's medieval park and demesne land (Site 2). The nearby hospital was built as a nursing home in
1902 and extended into a hospital in 1915 (NPA 2008a). An archaeological evaluation was subsequently
carried out on the site (see Section 3.2.13 below).
3.2.12 Watching Brief, Castlegate House, 2008: a watching brief undertaken in August 2008 during
groundworks for a new car park in the grounds of the 18th century Grade II* Listed house recorded no
archaeological finds or features (NPA 2008b; Site 3). Again, a general location is indicated on Figure 3
since it has not been digitised on the HER.
3.2.13 Evaluation, Cockermouth Primary Care Centre, Isel Road, 2009: following an earlier deskbased assessment (NPA 2008a; see Section 3.2.11 above) an archaeological evaluation was carried out
in July 2009, although it recorded no archaeological finds or features (NPA 2009a).
3.2.14 Watching Brief, Market Hall, Market Street, 2009: the town's market hall (Site 11) was built in
the 1830s and used as a garage by the Urban District Council from around 1865 until it burned down in
1966. It was rebuilt only to be demolished in 2009. An Elizabethan mansion (Site 10) was once located
to the north of the site, but this was demolished in 1973 to make way for a car park. Only modern
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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features relating to the car park were found during the watching brief, which was carried out between
August and October 2009 (NPA 2009b).
3.2.15 Building Recording, 6 Market Place, 2009: a survey was undertaken of this Grade II Listed
building (Site 9) in October 2009. No original internal fixtures and fittings remained, although a probable
late 16th century fireplace was identified on the ground floor of the neighbouring property, with which it
shares a late 18th century façade, and a late 16th or early 17th century mullioned window and fireplace
was found in the adjoining outbuilding to the rear. Two further outbuildings were added in the 18 th or
early 19th century (Cracknell 2009c).

3.3

Map and Image Regression

3.3.1 Pictorial map at Cockermouth Castle, c1600: this representation (Plate 1) shows the late
medieval town of Cockermouth c1600; the street fronts are well established, with burgage plots to the
rear of the properties on the major thoroughfares. Kirkgate and St Helen’s Street, as they are now know,
are clearly shown respectively extending to the south and east from Market Place, which is located in
front of the Castle. The site is located to the south-east of the junction of these two roads.

Plate 1: Pictorial map, c1600 (after Winchester 1986, 110)

3.3.2 Donald’s map, 1774: this map (Plate 2) names some of the main streets of Cockermouth,
including St Helen’s, Kirkgate, and Market Place. The site occupies an area to the east Kirkgate, which
appears to be an area of open ground on a hillside, which is shown to slope towards a tributary of
Cocker River.
3.3.3 Plan, c1824: this plan (Plate 3) accompanies a court case relating to blocking of a public footpath
c1824 (YPR 26/196). The proposed development area lies partly within the field which is outlined in blue,
which is owned by ‘The Earl of Egrt’ [Egremont] and tenanted by Thomas Mackreth. The west end of the
area is occupied by buildings.

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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Plate 2 (left): Donald’s map, 1774
Plate 3 (right): Plan, c1824

3.3.4 Wood’s map, 1832: the arrangement of the buildings shown to the west end of the development
area appears to have changed slightly from previous map of c1824 (Plate 4; cf. Plate 3Plate 5). The
south-east end of the area still appears to be an open field or orchard, but more buildings appear to have
been built in the area behind the properties facing onto Kirkgate. Typical burgage tenements are visible
along the north side of St Helen’s Street, to the south of Tute Hill.
3.3.5 Tithe map, c1841 (CRO(W) DRC 8/47 c1841a): the arrangement of buildings along the west and
north sides of the proposed development area appears to have changed very little by this date (Plate 5).
However, the internal divisions of the buildings are shown and a list of the owners and occupiers
recorded in the accompanying schedule (CRO(W) DRC 8/47 c1841b; see Plate 6) is summarised in
Table 2.

Plate 4 (left): Wood’s map, 1832
Plate 5 (right): Tithe map, c1841

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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Plate 6: Redrawn extract of the tithe map, showing the names of the landowners and numbering from the
accompanying schedule

Number
781
785
786
789
790
791
792
793
794
795
796
797
798
799
800
801

Owner
John Wilson
Jarret Dainwood
General Wyndham

Jarret Dainwood

Occupier
Ann Messenger
Empty
Jane McGee
Jonathan Taylor
Mary Ann Ramsay
John McAvoy
John Harrison
John Holmes
Ann Todcastle
Empty
George Scott
William Sherlock
Elizabeth Irving
Elizabeth Watterson
Henry Elliott
Jonathan Richardson

Description
House
Houses
Houses etc

Houses

Table 2: Summary of the owners and occupiers, c1841

3.3.6 Ordnance Survey, 1867: this blocky plan is very schematic and perhaps misleadingly shows the
entire west end of the proposed development site has been built on (Plate 7). The east end appears to
still be undeveloped. The exact position of Tute Hill is not marked although the field where it is situated is
labelled ‘Tute Hill (Tumulus)’, which is usually taken to mean a mound of earth and stone raised over
graves.
3.3.7 Ordnance Survey, 1898: this map shows a similar arrangement of properties within the
proposed development area as the tithe map, c1841, with only minor changes, and some additional
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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structures extending slightly further to the east (Plate 8; cf. Plate 5). The ‘Tumulus’ is represented by
natural hachuring, rather than being depicted as a manmade structure which its name clearly suggests.

Plate 7 (left): Ordnance Survey map, 1867
Plate 8 (right): Ordnance Survey map, 1898

3.3.8 Ordnance Survey, 1900: by 1900 most of the earlier properties which had stood within the
proposed development area have been removed and replaced by the School, which also occupies the
previously open area to the east end of the site (Plate 9; cf. Plate 8). The School is L-shaped with its
long axis aligned roughly east/west, with a smaller section jutting to the north at its west end. There are
smaller outbuildings to the north of the School and a small outbuilding in the far north corner of the site.
3.3.9 Ordnance Survey, 1925: the 1925 Ordnance Survey map shows a similar arrangement of
buildings to the 1900 edition, possibly with a small extension added to the east end of the north elevation
of the School (Plate 10).

Plate 9 (left): Ordnance Survey map, 1900
Plate 10 (right): Ordnance Survey map, 1925

3.4

Conclusion

3.4.1 From the available historical and archaeological evidence it is known that Cockermouth is
essentially a medieval town of typical planned form. For instance, cartographic evidence clearly shows
the area to the north of St Helen’s Street largely comprised remnant burgage plots. The site is believed
to lie within the limits of the medieval town but no specific sites or finds are recorded within the proposed
development area. Previous archaeological investigations within the study area, which have tended to
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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focus to the north and east of the current site, relating to the Castle and properties on Market Street,
have identified the potential for archaeological remains to be present but fieldwork has yielded little
evidence. In many cases, however, this is likely to be due to later disturbance. Some 13 th to 14th century
pottery was recovered from Market Street (NPA 2009b), but most of the recorded evidence dates from
the early post-medieval and later periods, including many of the Listed properties nearby.
3.4.2 Certainly the west end of the site had seen development by 1824, when the open area of land to
the east end of the site was owned by The Earl of Egremont. The properties within the proposed
development area were owned by General Wyndham (note that General Wyndham held the titles Lord
Leconfield (see Section 3.3.5) and Earl of Egremont (see Section 3.3.3), Jarret Dainwood, and John
Wilson, c1841, and the formation and extent of this development changed little for most of the remainder
of the 19th century, the east end of the site remaining undeveloped. Between 1898 and 1900 these
earlier properties were demolished to make way for the School, which also occupied the previously
undeveloped eastern end of the site. The School would later become The Kirkgate Centre, with only
minor alterations being made to the layout of the proposed development site during the 20 th century.

Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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4.

Site History

4.1

Introduction

4.1.1 In order to place the proposed development site it in its historical background and archaeological
context a brief discussion of the history of its environs is necessary. Evidence for activity from the
medieval and post-medieval period is particularly plentiful within the study area. In order to produce a
more general history of the site, however, information from further afield has been taken into
consideration, particularly for the prehistoric period. The history of the immediate landscape is, however,
dominated by the development of the medieval town and the features corresponding to this. Information
relating to specific sites indentified within the study area during the desk-based assessment (see Section
3 above) is included where relevant.

4.2

Site History

4.2.1 Prehistoric Period (c12,000BC – 1st century AD): while there is some limited evidence for
activity in the county in the period immediately following the last Ice Age, this is typically found in the
southernmost part on the north side of Morecambe Bay. Excavations of a small number of cave sites
have found the remains of animal species common at the time but now extinct in this country and
artefacts of Late Upper Palaeolithic type (Young 2002). The county was also clearly inhabited during the
following period, the Mesolithic (c8,000 – 4,000 BC), as large numbers of artefacts of this date have
been discovered during field walking and eroding from sand dunes along the coast, but these are
typically concentrated in the west coast area and on the uplands around the Eden Valley (Cherry and
Cherry 2002).
4.2.2 In the following period, the Neolithic (c4,000 – 2,500 BC), large scale monuments such as burial
mounds and stone circles begin to appear in the region (Hodgson and Brennand 2006, 45), the closest
example to Cockermouth being the stone circle at Elva Plain (Bradbury 2006, 8). One of the most
recognisable tool types of this period, the polished stone axe, is also found in large numbers across the
county, having been manufactured at Langdale (Hodgson and Brennand 2006, 45). Examples of these,
and probably later axe hammers, have been found at a number of locations around Cockermouth
(Bradbury 2006, 7) During the Bronze Age (c2,500 – 600 BC) monuments, particularly those thought to
be ceremonial in nature, become more common still, and it is likely that settlement sites thought to
belong to the Iron Age have their origins in this period. These are not well represented in the area
around Cockermouth, although an enclosure known as Castle How on Peel Wyke close to Cockermouth
is perhaps of this period (op cit, 11, although Curwen suggests that it is post-Roman (1911, 118). Stray
finds of Bronze Age date have also been found in the Cockermouth area, including a looped bronze
spear head from Blindbothel (Fell 1940, 123). Sites that can be specifically dated to the Iron Age (c600
BC – 1st century AD) are very rare; the remains on Castle How may represent a hillfort, a typical site of
this period, but it has not been dated. There is, however, likely to have been a considerable overlap
between the end of the Iron Age and the beginning of the Romano-British period; it is evident that in this
part of the country, initially at least, the Roman invasion had a minimal impact on the native population in
some areas (Philpott 2006, 73-74).
4.2.3 There are no sites of prehistoric date within the study area, although it has been suggested that
the Scheduled Monument known as Tute Hill (Site 4) is a prehistoric burial mound.
4.2.4 Romano-British to Early Medieval Period (1st century AD – 11th century AD): while the
modern town of Cockermouth appears to be a largely medieval creation, there was an important and
extensive Roman settlement associated with a fort at nearby Papcastle. It was well situated being at the
junction of two main Roman roads; the route from the fort at Carlisle heading south-west and the route
heading west towards Maryport (Margary 1975). There was a heavy military presence in Cumbria during
the Roman period and the fort at Papcastle occupied a strategic position atop a hill with a vantage point
over a major crossing of the River Derwent (NPA 2008c, 10). As with many Roman forts in the county
epigraphic evidence from the site is sparse (only four inscriptions on stone are recorded), and none of
these confirms nor refutes the generally accepted identification of Papcastle as Derventio (ibid).
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4.2.5 The fort and extramural settlement have been described by many antiquarian authorities since the
16th century and have seen limited excavation throughout the 20 th century (see Section 3.2). This has
revealed that the fort was occupied continuously from the 2nd century through to the end of the 4th
century (NPA 2008c, 10). The earliest fort dates to the mid 2 nd century and it was extensively rebuilt on a
slightly different alignment in the late 2nd century, probably with the general reorganisation of the district
frontier under Lucius Septimius Severus (AD 193-211) (ibid). The majority of the stone appears to have
been removed after the fort fell out of use and was probably incorporated into the construction of
Cockermouth Castle, where stone inscriptions relating to the fort have been found (Birley 1963). Further
Roman finds in close proximity to the development site include several coins and a winged figurine (NPA
2008c, 11) as well as a Roman well (Ordnance Survey 2002; see also Figure 1). More recent
excavations have revealed that the civil settlement, the vicus, associated with the fort extended
considerably further to the south than previously anticipated, and even across to the southern side of the
River Cocker, although the results of this are at present not fully available (see Graham 2010 for a
summary).
4.2.6 It is unclear how long the site of the fort remained occupied beyond the 4 th century, but some
continuity of use is suggested by the place-name, which contains the Old Norse element ‘papi’ meaning
hermit (Birley 1963, 123). However, similar place-names in Scotland, in particular Orkney, identify the
word ‘papi’ or ‘papar’ as deriving from the Irish ‘pápa’ meaning a priest or cleric (Crawford 2005),
suggesting that the former Roman fort might have been used as a religious settlement or monastery.
Evidence for early medieval activity in and around Cockermouth is otherwise scarce. A group of burials
and the place-name evidence at Eaglesfield are indicative of perhaps Norse activity focussed around an
earlier Christian site (Wilson 1978), and a probably Viking burial is also recorded from the church at
nearby Brigham (Cowen 1948, 74), which is of particular relevance given that Cockermouth was situated
in Brigham parish. Within Cockermouth itself it is considered likely that there was at least one area of
pre-Conquest settlement focussed around the castle, on the east side of the River Cocker (Winchester
123-124). There is also some evidence for a pre-existing settlement called Ureby or Overby to the southeast of the present town (op cit, 124-125), although further investigation would be required to more fully
understand the extent and form of both of these areas.
4.2.7 Medieval Period (late 11th – 16th century): Cockermouth is primarily a medieval town, one of a
number that were apparently planned and constructed by at least the late 12 th century (Winchester 1986,
109). Its origins are thought to be based on the caput (perhaps a precursor to the present Cockermouth
Castle) of Alan son of Waldeve and his descendants, lords of the lordship of Allerdale (ibid). However,
the granting of a borough charter, most probably in the early 13 th century, allowed the existing town,
most likely focussed on the east side of the River Cocker (see Section 4.2.5 above and CCC and EH
c2001) to expand and the evidently planned arrangement of Main Street belongs to this period
(Winchester 1986, 117). Extensive excavations carried out there have demonstrated its origins in the
13th century (ibid). Like many towns in the region Cockermouth seems to have faced a period of
significant decline in the 14th century, brought about by a combination of factors including raiding from
Scotland, an outbreak of the plague, and animal disease (op cit, 112). Kirkgate, or at least the northern
end above the widened ‘square’, forms one of the various obvious elements of the medieval town that
can be discerned from later maps (ibid). Of specific interest to the site is a deed of 1478 for 7-11
Kirkgate, which is described as a ‘burgage near Skytterbeke’ held by customary tenure: plots held in this
way are considered likely to be those that suffered most damage during the 14 th century (op cit, 116).
During the later part of the medieval period, from perhaps the later 15 th century, Cockermouth’s fortunes
began to revive, and by the 16th century it was flourishing (op cit, 113).
4.2.8 There are no sites recorded on the HER within a radius of 250m of the proposed development
site that date from before the medieval period. The site itself falls within the suggested limits of the
medieval town and in addition to the Castle and deer park (Site 2), the HER records three other sites
which are thought to be medieval in origin, including Tute Hill (Site 4), the suspected site of a motte and
bailey castle, the Market Place fish stones (Site 6), and the former Moot Hall (Site 7), which unfortunately
was demolished in 1829. Medieval activity is also suggested at the site of the former Ship Inn (Site 8),
where 13th to 14th century pottery has been found, and the 19th century All Saints’ Church (Site 12) is
thought likely to stand on the site of the town’s medieval church, which is suggested by the street names
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Kirkgate and Kirkwent, and the field name Kirkcroft, which are all recorded in the late medieval period
(Winchester 1986, 117-118).
4.2.9 Post-Medieval (16th century – present): during the post-medieval period Cockermouth
continued to grow both economically and in size, a fact demonstrated by the development of several
notable public buildings such as the Free Grammar School and the creation and of rebuilding of a
number of religious buildings (CCC and EH c2001, 13). Local industries, in particular those associated
with textiles, also continued to develop with new mills being built and extensive small-scale activity in
many of the town’s yards (op cit, 14-15). The coming of the railway in the mid 19th century only served to
increase the development of the town at this time (op cit, 15).
4.2.10 All Saints National School/The Kirkgate Centre: the most significant development within the
site during this period is the creation of the All Saints National School, which subsequently became the
Kirkgate Centre. The first National School in Cockermouth was built in the 1840s, but as the numbers
increased a new school, the All Saints National School, was built in 1869 on land in Kirkgate given by
Lord Leconfield (Bradbury 1989, 28). A draft deed for the grant of this land between Lord Leconfield and
the Minister of the Chapelry of All Saints [Church] Cockermouth gives ‘All that piece of land situate on
the east side of Kirkgate in Cockermouth… containing… 450 sq feet or thereabouts bounded on the
North by Bitter Beck on the South and East by other property of mine and on the west by premises
belonging to J Sumpton and W Turner’ (CRO(W) YPR 26/221 1867). The opening of the school in 1869
was not without problems, as the log book entry for 11th January shows: ‘opened mixed school today
with 140 children and without desks, slates, books, or teachers except John Bolton’ (YDX 326/2/3 1999).
Fortunately, by the following day the desks, slates, and some books had arrived and the children were
described as ‘cleaner’ (ibid)! The school remained in used for over 100 years, finally closing in 1973
(Plate 11), when it was replaced with a modern building on Slatefell Drive (Bradbury 1989, 28). There
are relatively fewer details relating to the building during its use. An inspector’s report of 1930 noted
rather scathingly that ‘In the higher standards there is a relative deterioration in the neatness of the
written work, which is especially regrettable in the case of the class for which the Head Master is
immediately responsible’ (CRO(W) YPR 26/226 1930). A slightly later letter regarding replacing the
floors suggests that by this time it was perhaps becoming a little dilapidated (CRO(W) YPR 26/227
1932). Following closure in 1973 the building was little used and as its condition worsened plans were
made to demolish it in 1990 (CRO(W) 310/3/1 1976-1997; see Plate 12). However, following a vigorous
campaign over several years a trust was formed and money raised to restore it for use as a civic building
and theatre (ibid; also summarised in Bradbury 2006, 226). It finally opened in January 1995, the first
event being a performance of ‘Much Ado about Nowt’ (ibid). At the time the preservation and
rehabilitation of the building was described in the West Cumbrian Gazette as ‘A fantastic story of
determination by local people who simply refused to allow a local building to die to provide yet more car
parking spaces’ (CRO(W) YPR 310/3/1 1976-1997).
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Plate 11 (left): All Saints National School in 1968 (from CRO(W) YDX 310/5/2 1968-1996
Plate 12 (right): The semi-derelict interior of the former All Saints National School in 1990 (from CRO(W)
YDX 310/5/2 1968-1996)

4.2.11 The remainder of the sites of archaeological interest recorded by the HER are post-medieval in
date, including Castle Cottages (Site 1) and several Listed Buildings (Sites 3, 5, 8, 9, and 12). The site of
a property known as Old Hall (Site 10), a once attractive Elizabethan mansion, and the site of the former
market hall (Site 11), which was built in the 1830s, are also recorded although they were demolished in
1973 and 2009 respectively.
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5.

Discussion

5.1

Introduction

5.1.1 The discussion of the results of the desk-based assessment is intended to determine the
archaeological significance and potential of any known remains (above or below ground) and the
potential for any as yet unidentified remains being present. The system used to judge the significance of
the remains identified within the development area, or those thought to have the potential to be present
within the development area, is based on the criteria used to define Scheduled Monuments (DoE 1990,
Annex 4; Appendix 2). Of the 12 known sites of archaeological interested indentified within the study
area, none are situated within the proposed development area, although the archaeological and
historical development of the town indicates that it has the potential to contain additional archaeological
material, especially since it is thought to lie within the limits of the medieval town. This is discussed in
more detail below.

5.2

Significance

5.2.1 The level of significance of any sites within the proposed development area is categorised,
according to each criterion, as high, medium, or low, and an average of this has been used to produce
an overall level of significance for each site (see Table 3 below: H=high, M=medium, L=low). There are
no known individual sites within the proposed development area; however, it is entirely within the area
forming the presumed extent of the medieval town. Table 2 (below) therefore assesses the significance
of this.
Period
Rarity
Documentation
Group value
Survival/condition
Fragility/Vulnerability
Diversity
Potential
Significance

H
M
H
H
M
H
M
H
M/H

Table 3: Significance of the site as part of the medieval town

5.3

Archaeological Potential

5.3.1 No specific known sites of archaeological interest are recorded within the proposed development
area although, as outlined in Section 3 (and shown in Figure 2 and Appendix 1), there are a number of
such sites in close proximity to the site, some very significant, and it is situated within the limits of the
medieval town. There is therefore a very high potential for medieval and, as the map evidence shows,
post-medieval remains being present on the proposed development site (this discussed more fully in
Section 5.3.3 below). The extent of likely disturbance across the site, not least due to the construction of
the school in the 1860s, will, however, have had a considerable impact on any remains of archaeological
interest. This is discussed in Section 5.4 below.
5.3.2 The potential for as yet unidentified archaeological remains to be present within the proposed
development site is based on the known occurrence of such remains elsewhere in the study area and
local environs (see Section 4). Where there are no remains known within the study area the potential is
based on the known occurrence within the wider local area, as discussed in Section 4. The degree of
potential is examined by period and the results are presented in Table 4 below; in each case the level of
potential is expressed as low, medium, or high:
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Period
Late Upper Palaeolithic
Mesolithic
Neolithic
Bronze Age
Iron Age
Roman
Early Medieval
Medieval
Post-medieval

Present in study area?
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
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Potential
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
High
High

Table 4: Degree of potential for unknown archaeological remains by period

5.3.3 As is evident in Table 4 there is high potential for remains of both medieval and post-medieval
remains to be discovered. The extent that these might take is uncertain however; previous work in this
part of Cockermouth has yet to reveal any extensive below ground remains, although this is likely to be a
result of the size of the areas looked at and the extent of later disturbance. Excavations on Main Street in
the 1970s and 1980s, which are due to be fully published very shortly, discovered well-preserved
remains of medieval and post-medieval date including evidence for clay-built structures (see CCC and
EH c2001, 4 for a summary) and demonstrate the potential that there is within the town.

5.4

Disturbance

5.4.1 The extent of disturbance on the site is likely to be very varying. The area covered the Kirkgate
Centre is likely to have been extensively disturbed during its initial phase of construction in the 1860s
and perhaps during later work connected to its redevelopment, but the extent of disturbance on ground
immediately adjoining it is less clear. Elsewhere the map evidence shows that much of the area was
covered by standing buildings prior to the erection of the All Saints School; the remains of some of these
are probably of archaeological interest in their own right, but they are likely to have disturbed earlier
features and deposits.

5.5

Impact

5.5.1 It is extremely likely that any below-ground deposits of archaeological interest that are present
would be impacted upon by the proposed redevelopment scheme in areas where ground levels are due
to be reduced or new foundations excavated. However, an examination of more detailed specifications
for the proposed development would be necessary in order to fully assess its impact.

5.6

Recommendations

5.6.1 It is clear from the preceding sections that there is potential for archaeological remains to be
present within the whole site, particularly of medieval and post-medieval date. These are, however, likely
to have been disturbed by previous development of the site. It is therefore recommended that,
depending on the extent to which the proposed development will disturb below ground remains (less
than perhaps 0.3m below ground level perhaps being unlikely to cause significant damage), as a
minimum an archaeological watching brief be carried out on all ground works. It is also important that
assessment on site of the extent of impact caused by any recent development is made, as it is apparent
from the drawings provided that ground levels around the existing building have been changed to
accommodate steps and pedestrian access, to the north and west, and there are apparently manhole
covers suggesting that services also run along the north side.
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Appendix 1: Site Gazetteer
Site Number: 1
NGR: 312410 530900
HER No: 42183
Sources: NPA 2008a
Designation: none
Type: building
Description: Castle Cottages/Low Park Farm is the site of a farmstead, first shown on a plan of
Cockermouth dated c1832 on what is thought to have been former medieval parkland for the adjacent
castle (Site Number 2). Later Ordnance Survey maps show the removal of buildings to the north. The
site was in much of its present form by c1900 and named Low Parks Farm, and Low Park Farm by 1930.
It is now named Castle Cottages and the Estate Yard for the Castle Yard Workshop on modern mapping.
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 2
NGR: 312230 530870
HER No: 3035
Sources: Curwen 1913; Winchester 1986; NPHT 2003c; Hyde and Pevsner 2010, 283-285
Designation: Scheduled Ancient Monument Number 27653; Listed Building Numbers: 71651, 71652,
71653, 71654, 71655, and 71656
Type: castle; deer park; fortified house; motte and bailey; park
Description: Curwen (1913) suggests the first castle to be built on the site was a motte and bailey
constructed by William de Fortibus II in the mid-12th century. It is strategically located on the western
edge of a ridge overlooking the confluence of the Rivers Derwent and Cocker, and the town of
Cockermouth. The motte was an earthen mound raised some 2 m above the height of the bailey which
lay to its east. On the summit of the motte there would have been a central building or a number of
smaller buildings constructed against a surrounding wooden palisade. The bailey would have contained
barracks, stables, barns, workshops, and storehouses placed against the timber boundary fence. There
was possibly a defensive ditch between the motte and bailey and another fronting the bailey.The earliest
historical reference to the Castle is 1221. Around 1225, William de Fortibus III replaced the timber castle
with a stone triangular castle on the same site. Remains of this early stone castle survive in the
basement of the rounded west tower, the lower courses of masonry in the north and south curtain walls,
and one jamb of the original gatehouse. The rest of the building is essentially c1360 to 1370; i.e., the
great hall, the rebuilt west tower, the outer bailey, and a possible circular bastion tower. During the mid
to late 14th century the castle was strengthened by Thomas de Lucy; the upper parts of the north and
south curtain wall, the west tower, and the bell tower are all of this date. Other extensions were built
between 1387-1408, including the flag tower. The gatehouse, which was rebuilt c1400, has a barbican.
The passage within it is vaulted. There are five shields illustrating ownership over the entrance. The 19 th
century Gothic buildings of the outer ward are Georgian and Victorian. The inner ward contains the
kitchen tower, great hall, and inner gatehouse with ribbed vault. Artificial earthworks include three
ditches, the first of which was filled in c1368, but the others remain. For further details see Hyde and
Pevsner (2010) and Curwen (1913). The park attached to the castle was enclosed by the lords of
Cockermouth before 1259 when it was described as being two leagues in circumference and capable of
supporting 100 or more deer. In 1278/9 it was noted that the park had been newly divided into
enclosures. In the 14th century it was owned by Thomas de Lucy. In 1578 it was described as 'fenced
about in some places with a stone wall, in some places with a hedge and a ditch', and containing 200
acres of 'plaine or pasture ground' and 140 acres of woodland. By 1700 the park had been leased as
farmland (Winchester 1986, 119 and 121). The building is Grade I Listed and the Scheduled Ancient
Monument area includes the upstanding and buried remains of Cockermouth enclosure castle together
with the site of its motte and bailey precursor.
Period: medieval
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Site Number: 3
NGR: 312345 530840
HER No: 43268
Sources: NPA 2008b
Designation: Listed Building Number 71663
Type: building
Description: Castlegate House is a Grade II* Listed mid 18th century detached house facing the
entrance to the Castle.
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 4
NGR: 312450 530780
HER No: 849
Sources: Hutchinson 1794, 119
Designation: Scheduled Ancient Monument Number 23798
Type: earthwork
Description: Tute Hill is a truncated cone-shaped, slightly oval earthen mound approx 18.7m east/west
by 16.6m north/south and up to 3m high, in the centre of which is a large hollow measuring c 3.5m in
diameter and 0.04m deep from which a "trench" extends to the side (possibly steps leading up the
side?). If this feature is not an excavation attempt, it suggests that the site was built for or used for the
site of a windmill. There are possible traces of a ditch on the north and west sides. From the north side,
however, the mound appears to be a small motte, although it could be natural (OS Index); earlier
investigators suggested it was a large barrow (Hutchinson 1794, 119). If Tute Hill is indeed a motte then
it is certainly strategically located, sat atop a plateau close to the confluence of the Rivers Cocker and
Derwent. Mottes were of strategic importance allowing control of movement along river valleys and
imposed and demonstrated the new post-Conquest feudal order on the era. The motte would originally
have been constructed during the early/mid-12 th century but was quickly superseded by the present
Cockermouth Castle. Despite truncation of the summit it survives reasonably well. It is of particular
historical and archaeological importance because it is the only known example of this class of monument
in the Derwent Valley.
Period: medieval
Site Number: 5
NGR: 312300 530770
HER No: 43639
Sources: Cracknell 2009a
Designation: Listed Building Number 71730
Type: building
Description: one of a row of three-storeyed properties, the ground floor mostly occupied by shops of
late Victorian and Edwardian date. An impromptu survey was undertaken in 2007 during renovation
works that had been approved without a planning condition to record this Listed Grade II building
beforehand. The survey found that the original property almost certainly dated to the second half of the
16th century and is depicted on a survey map of c1600 undertaken for the Earl of Northumberland.
Fireplaces, and original windows and doorways were found to survive behind extensive alterations made
in the late-17th century. Further alterations were made in the 18th century when it was altered to resemble
a fashionable Georgian townhouse and given a new façade. The property was possibly divided in the
later 19th century, with a new shop inserted on the ground floor and accommodation above. The
Victorian shop front still survives and was not altered during the 2007 works (Cracknell 2009a).
Period: post-medieval
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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Site Number: 6
NGR: 312290 530750
HER No: 3027
Sources: Winchester 1986
Designation: none
Type: fish stones
Description: Market Place, adjacent to Cocker Bridge, is surrounded by a group of buildings ranging
from late medieval to Victorian (all of which are Grade II Listed Buildings). The 15 th century Market Place
also contained the Shambles, both 'les Flesh shamelles' and several 'Fys shamelles', probably fish
stones, one of which lay at the west end of the Moot Hall (Site 7) (Winchester 1986).
Period: medieval
Site Number: 7
NGR: 312300 530750
HER No: 43343
Sources: Winchester 1986
Designation: none
Type: site of a former building [demolished in 1829]
Description: the Moot Hall, a stone building demolished in 1829, stood in front of 27-31 Market Place. In
the 16th century its ground floor was occupied by shops, and the upper storey by the town’s court house.
When first recorded, in 1437-8, it was stated to be decayed and in the lord's hand (Winchester 1986).
Period: medieval
Site Number: 8
NGR: 312345 530755
HER No: 43397
Sources: Cracknell 2009b
Designation: Listed Building Number 71730
Type: building
Description: the former Ship Inn, now the Castle Bar public house, is a Grade II Listed building. It was
named as the Ship Hotel in trade directories from 1811 to 1902, and on a photograph of 1910. The
building has a façade of c1700, but the survey found it retained internal features possibly of 17th or 16th
century date including a stone newel staircase and several stone fireplaces. A range of buildings were
added to the rear during the 18th and 19th centuries the phasing of which was assisted by the recovery of
12 coins dating from 1696 onwards. The building is located in a former medieval burgage plot in the
market place and two unstratified sherds of 13th to 14th century pottery found in the rear yard during the
excavation of new service pipes hint at this earlier activity on the site (Cracknell 2009b).
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 9
NGR: 312380 530740
HER No: 43398
Sources: Cracknell 2009c
Designation: Listed Building Number 71729
Type: building
Description: these two properties separated by a central covered passageway are both Grade II Listed.
Research found that both properties are labelled Public House on the Tithe map of 1839, and that it has
been suggested that this may have been the site of the Swan Inn whose precise location on Market
Place is unknown. However, a sale advert of 1779 indicates that the Swan Inn was used as a house by
that date, and no other documentary evidence could be found to confirm the site's prior use as an inn.
Client: The Kirkgate Centre
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Nos 4 and 6 were certainly in residential use by 1828/9, when a gentleman, ironmonger and tallow
chandler, Mr Jeremiah Spencer, is listed in a trade directory as in residence and owner of the two
properties. Various owners are documented thereafter, including when No 6 served as a garage and No
4 as a bicycle shop belonging to a Eustace Dickson in the 1940s. After 15 to 20 years of disuse, Walker
Bros Monumental Masons' purchased No 6 in 2001. The survey found that, in common with other
properties on Market Place, Nos 4 and 6 comprised a later, Georgian, façade with an older structure
behind. A probable late 16th century fireplace was identified on the ground floor of No 4, and a late 16th or
early 17th century mullioned window and fireplace was found in the first adjoining outbuilding to the rear.
Two further outbuildings were added to the range in the 18th or early 19th century, perhaps for stabling
although later alterations had removed any original internal fixtures and fittings (Cracknell 2009c).
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 10
NGR: 312340 530710
HER No: 43455
Sources: NPA 2009b; Bradbury 1994
Designation: none
Type: site of a former building [demolished in 1973]
Description: site of a property known as Old Hall. It is recorded as once having been an attractive
Elizabethan mansion with a garden that stretched from Bitter Beck to the churchyard (Site 12). Along
with neighbouring properties, it fell into a state of disrepair and was demolished in 1973, to be replaced
by the present Bitter Beck car park (NPA 2009b).
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 11
NGR: 312330 530675
HER No: 43454
Sources: NPA 2009b
Designation: none
Type: site of a former building [demolished in 2009]
Description: the site of the former market hall which was built in the 1830s. The Urban District Council
used the hall as a garage from around 1865 until it was burned down in 1966. It was rebuilt and
continued to occupy the site until its demolition in 2009 (NPA 2009b).
Period: post-medieval
Site Number: 12
NGR: 312360 530640
HER No: 43344
Sources: Winchester 1986
Designation: Listed Building Number 71695
Type: church
Description: the present Listed Grade B Church was built between 1852 and 1854 by Joseph Clarke on
high ground between the River Cocker and Kirkgate Street. That it stands on the site of the town’s
medieval church is suggested by the street names Kirkgate and Kirkwent, and the field name Kirkcroft
which are all recorded in the late medieval period, but when a church was first established on that site is
not known (Winchester 1986).
Period: post-medieval
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Appendix 2: Significance Criteria
After DoE 1990, Annex 4: ‘Secretary of State’s Criteria for Scheduling Ancient Monuments’
i)
Period: all types of monuments that characterise a category or period should be considered for
preservation;
ii)
Rarity: there are some monument categories which in certain periods are so scarce that all
surviving examples which retain some archaeological potential should be preserved. In general,
however, a selection must be made which portrays the typical and commonplace as well as the rare.
This process should take account of all aspects of the distribution of a particular class of monument, both
in a national and regional context;
iii)
Documentation: the significance of a monument may be enhanced by the existence of record of
previous investigation or, in the case of more recent monuments, by the supporting evidence of
contemporary written records;
iv)
Group Value: the value of a single monument (such as a field system) may be greatly enhanced
by its association with related contemporary monuments (such as a settlement and cemetery) or with
monuments of different periods. In some cases, it is preferable to protect the complete group of
monuments, including associated and adjacent land, rather than to protect isolated monuments within
the group;
v)
Survival/Condition: the survival of a monument’s archaeological potential both above and below
ground is a particularly important consideration and should be assessed in relation to its present
condition and surviving features;
vi)
Fragility/Vulnerability: highly important archaeological evidence from some field monuments can
be destroyed by a single ploughing or unsympathetic treatment; vulnerable monuments of this nature
would particularly benefit from the statutory protection which scheduling confers. There are also existing
standing structures of particular form or complexity whose value can again be severely reduced by
neglect or careless treatment and which are similarly well suited by scheduled monument protection,
even if these structures are already listed historic buildings;
vii)
Diversity: some monuments may be selected for scheduling because they possess a combination
of high quality features, others because of a single important attribute;
viii)
Potential: on occasion, the nature of the evidence cannot be specified precisely but it may still be
possible to document reasons anticipating its existence and importance and so to demonstrate the
justification for scheduling. This is usually confined to sites rather than upstanding monuments.
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