Medieval Britain In 197 2
By LESLIE E. WEBSTER
and

JOHN CHERRY
Assistant Keepers, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum

The compilers of this summary wish to thank all those who have kindly helped them
by giving information about excavations and small finds. They appeal to all who deal
with excavations or antiquities of the period with which this journal is concerned to
bring to their attention year by year any new finds in any part of the British Isles,
in order that the survey may be as complete as possible.
Part I has been compiled by Leslie E. Webster and Part II by John Cherry.

I. PRE-CONQUEST

ENGLAND
BEDFORDSHIRE: BEDFORD

(TL 052496). During work on extensions to the Swan

Hotel several pieces of St. Neots ware were discovered.
BERKSHIRE: FRILFORD (SU 437964). A group of objects recently rediscovered at
Cornell University, U.S.A., have been identified as those excavated from three Saxon
graves at Frilford by G. Rolleston in May 1870, and given by him to Cornell in July of
that year. The objects include two cruciform brooches, a shield-boss and grip, a spearhead and two knives (cf. Cornell University Register, 1870-71, 50-4, and Archaeologia, XLV
(1880),405-10). A full publication is forthcoming.
CAMBRIDGESHIRE: NEWMARKET (TL 621613)' A Saxon spear-head was found
rabbit-hole in the inner edge of the ditch of the Devil's Dyke.

III

a

DERBYSHIRE: DERBY, LITTLE CHESTER (SK 355375). Investigation by C. J. S. Green
of the SE. corner of the Roman fort, recorded by Stukeley in 172 I, and of part of the
vicus outside the E. gate revealed that in the 6th century a Saxon cemetery was established amid the ruins. The seventeen burials excavated included those of six women with
brooches and wrist-clasps, one with a bronze bowl, and two male inhumations with
shield-bosses, one with a spear-head and mounts from a drinking-horn. Occupation
during the loth to r zth centuries is suggested by the presence of Stamford ware in a
cess-pit and by traces of timber buildings largely destroyed by medieval ploughing.
DORSET: DORCHESTER, POUNDBURY CAMP (SY 6859 I I). A settlement was established
in the post-Roman period on the site of the 4th-century Christian cemetery (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 148). Three buildings of post-hole and dry-stone walling construction were surrounded in the earliest phase by groups of pits and by a lime-kiln and corndrying ovens. In the final stages of the site a palisaded enclosure surrounded the
buildings, the largest of which was 26 by 22 ft. with a verandah. Pottery was not in use
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and the few artifacts do not allow close dating. The farming economy included both
cereal cultivation and mixed animal husbandry, with oxen predominating.
ESSEX: COLCHESTER. Excavation by P. Crummy for Colchester Excavation Committee revealed a Saxon church, built of reused Roman building material, in the former
grounds of St. John's Abbey (TL 999248: cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 187). It consisted
of a stilted apsidal chancel and a square nave, onto which a longer one had been added
(FIG. 55). The site was part of a late Roman cemetery before the church's construction,
and part of a monastic cemetery after its destruction. Documentary evidence suggests
that this was the parish church dedicated to St. John the Evangelist, demolished during
the early years of the abbey and replaced in the t eth century by St. Giles's Church,
c. 100 yd. away.
At Lion Walk (TL 997251) two Saxon huts were discovered (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI
(1972),187). One of them had been built against an outside wall ofa derelict Roman
building. The large number of replacement stakes and a hard trampled surface on
its floor suggest a long life and no timber floor for the hut. Planking-slots, possibly for
benches, were found along two of its walls. The other hut was basically of the two-post
type, 2.8 m. long, with no trampled surface, perhaps having had a timber floor. Over a
hundred sherds of early Saxon pottery have been found over the site as a whole, and
their distribution suggests the past existence of several more huts. In view of this and the
sherds found previously in the town, Colchester may well have been an important early
Saxon settlement. A dearth oflater Saxon material suggests a drift of occupation towards
street frontages in the middle Saxon period. The earliest feature recognized so far as
later than the Saxon huts is a ditch, 2.5 m. deep, with a gravelled street to its S.,
running outside the town wall. The finds have been deposited in the Colchester and
Essex Museum. See also p. 167.
- - - : GREAT DUNMOW (TL 626219). Excavation by P. J. Drury for Essex
Archaeological Society of the sunken-floored building located in 1970 was completed
(cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),152 f.); its unusual plan was due to the use, with minimum
adaptation, of a partly silted Romano-British gravel-pit. The second, apparently Saxon,
structure was shown to be a late Roman shrine with a sunken floor, whose filling contained early Saxon pottery.
- - - : HEYBRIDGE (TL 850082). Excavation by P. J. Drury for Essex Archaeological Society in advance of housing development off Crescent Road revealed five sunken
huts cut o- 20-0' 40 m. into natural gravel. Four were of normal two-post type, c. 3' 25
by 2.70 m. over all. The fifth was c. 3.75 m. sq. with an additional raking post-hole,
possibly secondary, in each of the long sides. A structure, c. 4.50 m. by at least 9.50 m.,
principally supported by pairs of posts an average of 2.0 m. apart, may represent a
small hall. The pottery includes vessels with faceted carinations, though not stratified in
the huts; other motifs include chevron-and-dot decoration, applied bosses, and lines of
stabbing. Fabrics include grass-, sand-, and shell-tempered, the finer material having
virtually no tempering at all. A 5th-century origin for the settlement, which lies on the
periphery of a small Romano-British town and port, is probable, with occupation
continuing at least into the 6th century.
- - - : MALDON (TL 851070). Excavation in advance of redevelopment by S. R.
Bassett for Essex Archaeological Society and D.o.E. revealed on the site of nos. 62-64
High Street a continuous succession of timber structures fronting the present street from
the early roth century. Of these the earliest consisted of a hall, I I by 6 rn. No major
structural elements survived, since its external plan at least coincided absolutely with
that of its massively robbed successor of the later i r th century. Two internal beam-slots,
parallel on the long axis, were suggestive of an aisled structure; 'ghosts' of the regularly
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spaced uprights set on the horizontal beams were found cutting an unevenly thick but
well-laid gravel floor. Finds from this floor include two sherds of glazed Stamford ware,
the first known from Essex. A series of ill-defined gullies and hollows drained from the
W. end of the structure into a sump more than I ' 50 m. deep. Only a single length of
timber-slot of a possible earlier structure on a somewhat different alignment had survived
extensive I I th-century landscaping. This produced exclusively hand-made, flint- and
shell-tempered sherds, and could conceivably belong to a structure earlier than 916 and
associated with a hypothetical earlier street alignment, abandoned at the founding of the
burh. See also pp. 167,169.
At no. 42 London Road trial-trenching in the grounds of the former youth hostel
produced no evidence of any late Saxon occupation, while the extreme tail of a N.-S.
rampart located immediately \'\T. ofWest Chase contained only late iron-age pottery, and
was cut by a series of early znd-century features. This tends to support the current theory
that the earthworks, recorded by Strutt in 1775 and accepted ever since as the defences
of Edward's burh, were in fact those of a rst-century fort across the Chelmsford to
Heybridge Roman road.
~~-: NORTH SHOEBURY (TQ 933862). A mixed inhumation-cemetery was partially excavated. Finds include bronze belt-fittings, scissors, pins and a needle, and
shoulder-boss urns with rectangular linear and rectangular panel decoration. The full
size and character of the cemetery which lies next to a Romano-British settlement are
not known. Within c. 700 ft. of the cemetery an open-field strip system with parallel
ditches between 16 and 22 ft. apart was noted. It probably extended to an area of 3 acres.
Late 13th-century sherds were found over the strips but these came from more recent
plough-soil.
~~-: RIVENHALL.

See p. 157.

~~-: SAFFRON WALDEN (TQ 540388). Excavation, in advance of redevelopment,
by S. R. Bassett for Saffron Walden Archaeological Committee and D.o.E. on the site of the
Rose and Crown Hotel produced evidence that a defensive perimeter earthwork had
surrounded the late Saxon town, of which the extant Battle Ditch may represent a partial
recutting for a bank and ditch in the early 13th century. A very substantial palisade
trench lay N.-S., 18m. long, some 3' 90 m. wide and c. 2' 50 m. deep. The robbed timbers
had been o- 40-0' 45 m. diam. and were held secure by a packing of rammed chalk and
clay-and-chalk. It is possible that the timbers were originally set to a depth of a little over
3'0 m., and therefore could have stood 6 m. high above the original ground surface with
perfect stability. The only artifacts came from the robber-trenches, and suggest a middle
r zth-centurv robbing.
At Elm Grove, Audley Road, a palisade trench, c. 2.15 m. deep and largely beneath
the boundary-wall of the site, was located. The wall foundations were set so deep that all
but the lower 'ghost' filling and packing of the trench had been removed. A second
palisade trench, some 5 m. N. of the other, was only o 55 m. deep, with nearly vertical
sides and a flat bottom; a robber-trench produced sherds similar to those recovered on
the Rose and Crown site. Between the two trenches a depth of c. 0.20 m. of redeposited
brick-earth layover the natural chalky boulder clay. This probably represents the base
of a rampart contained between the two palisades (no evidence of which would have
survived the extensive post-conquest ploughing on the Rose and Crown site), of which
the perimeter palisade formed the frontal revetment.
See also p. 161.

~~-: SOUTH BENFLEET (TQ 764865). Sherds of Romano-Saxon pottery were
found during road construction in 1971.
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- - - : THURROCK, MUCKING (TQ 673803). Work continued on the settlement and
cemetery sites under M. U. and W. T. Jones respectively for D.o.K (cf. Med. Archaeol.,
XVI (1972), 153).
In Saxon cemetery 2 a further fifty-one inhumations and forty-nine cremations were
excavated, making a total of 700 burials. Notable finds include a seventh sword, and an
exceptional early 5th-century claw-beaker. This lay near the head in a woman's grave
(no. 843), which also contained two silver-gilt small-long brooches, two silver-gilt tubular
belt-fittings, a faceted crystal bead, an iron purse-mount with inlaid decoration, bronze
rings and a bronze-headed iron pin. Other finds include a silver button-brooch, and an
iron penannular brooch from a man's grave. He also had a spear, two small iron clamps
between his legs, and at the waist five Roman coins. These are provisionally identified as
antoniniani, three well-silvered ones of Postumus and one, probably also silvered, of
Tetricus 1. An exceptionally long necklace carried 340 beads, mostly small and of blue
glass. A deeper grave than usual (dug 70 em. into the gravel), with the head to the K,
contained 146 beads and two bronze disc-brooches. A child's grave had at the head a
small round-bottomed pot, decorated on the base as well as the sides. Some graves
yielded further information about burial custom. In one grave containing two bronze
buckles the stain of a mattress(?) extended from head to hips. Several graves had
lengths of wood, some partly burnt before burial, placed alongside the body, and in one
across and above the head. Three graves had possible marking-posts at the head.
Amongst notable cremations was a large Buckelurn with swastika decoration, with a hole
in the base plugged with lead. Melted scraps of a glass vessel, bronze bucket-bands and
an iron spear-ferrule were associated. A new type of pottery decoration consists of three
rows of deep thumb-impressions, suggesting reversed bosses, on a background zone of
scored lines. One urn was of wheel-thrown grey ware, with boss-punctuated rouletted
decoration. Finds from earlier cremations include fragments of a bone comb, bone counters, miniature bronze tweezers and two bronze needles.
On the Saxonsettlement-site, some 150 m. N. of cemetery 2, in an area which contains
fewer sunken huts, lay the first undoubted Saxon ground-level post-hole building (datcd
by grass-tempered sherds in the post-holes). So far the W. end only has been excavated
and measures 7 m. Its K-W. alignment follows that of the huts. The building lies
outside the Roman fields, and 40 m. from the nearest hut (now totalling 106). From the
late fillings of Roman field-ditches nearest this post-hole building came grass-tempered
sherds, including some with stamped and scored decoration. About fifty more sunken
huts are, however, indicated by crop-marks, so this comparatively blank area may be a
gap between the settlements of two communities each with its own cemetery.
A machine trench across the most northerly of three enclosures (strategically sited
along the edge of the gravel terrace), which seem to have been linked together by the
Romano-British outfield-boundary, produced a small but notable group of early Saxon
sherds in the late filling. It ineludes rusticated ware and sherds of a fine black Sthcentury biconical bowl with faceted carination and ring-stamps beneath the rim and
alternating with the facets.
Lower down the gravel terrace, c. 400 m. away from the post-hole building, more
Saxon occupation-material was found: pottery, mostly sandy, and including rusticated
sherds; lead and glass spindle-whorls; and many red-deer antlers among animal bones,
which owe their better survival to their burial in brick-earth. This came from a RomanoBritish field-ditch of which the Saxon content increases noticeably as it approaches the
site of Linford quarry.
Further research by Thurrock Museum has established that the complete combstabbed grass-tempered pot from the Coates collection (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),
153) was found in 1926 in Mucking, not in Stanford Ie Hope. Considered with the
complete undecorated grass-tempered pot found in gravel-digging below the 50-ft.
contour, immediately E. of Waltons Hall, and in the possession of Mr. T. Lindsay, it
suggests there may have been four Saxon cemeteries in Mucking parish.
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(TL 511335)' Continued excavation by A. Rogerson and
K. Wade for D.o.E. brought the total area investigated to 7000 sq. m. Twenty-seven
buildings have now been established, twenty-four of which are middle Saxon, and
three Saxo-Norman. The middle Saxon settlement was found to be limited on its W. side
by three boundary-ditches probably representing three phases of expansion westwards.
The smallest middle Saxon building measured 5 . 5 m. sq. and the largest 19 by 6 m. The
foundations of these buildings varied from continuous foundation-trenches, with individual posts visible in their fillings, to a combination of foundation-trenches and
individual post-holes. A second middle Saxon well, many pits, and a possible granary
were also found. The ditches and pits have produced groups of pottery and animal
bones with associated small finds. The local middle Saxon pottery is accompanied by
imported wares probably of Frankish origin.
- - - : WICKEN BONHUNT

HAMPSHIRE: CHALTON, CHURCH DOWN (SU 734145). Further excavation (cf Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 13 ff., 154) revealed over thirty large timber buildings and one
sunken-floored hut. For a detailed report see pp. Iff.
- - - : - - - , MANOR FARM (SU 733 I 60). Before the erection of a large barn in
the farmyard, rescue excavations by S. Hampshire Archaeological Rescue Group under
M. F. Hughes uncovered a number of features probably of loth to r r th-century date.
Corn-drying ovens with reused Romano-British tiles, pits, post- and stake-holes and
timber-slots indicate an agricultural and industrial site with a number of building
phases. Finds include arrow-heads, small iron knives, animal bones, oyster shells and
carbonized grain. The pottery includes sherds of chalk-tempered Portchester ware.
- - - : FAREHAM, PORTCHESTER CASTLE (SU 624046). Continued excavation (cf.
Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 154 f) revealed Saxon activity at the Landgate and in the
interior of the fort on the site against the S. wall. At the Landgate it is now clear that the
Roman gatehouse was substantially robbed in the Saxon period, presumably at the time
of the construction ofa new timber gate, the plan of which was partly uncovered in 1968
and added to this year. A complete sequence of structures from the 3rd to the r zth century has now been isolated.
In the interior of the fort on the site against the S. wall an area of some 3lO0 sq. ft.,
bounded by the Roman fort wall on the S. side and by the excavations of 1969 and 1971
on the other three, was totally cleared and revealed a succession of occupation-levels
covering the full history of the fort. The Saxon sequence was complicated. The first stage
was represented by a Grubenhaus cut by a cess-pit, both of which were associated with
grass-tempered pottery. Then followed the construction of a rectangular hall with
opposing doorways, in one end of which was a substantial tile-built oven. Between this
building and a similar structure excavated in 1969 and 1971 was a gravelled alley-way.
After a considerable period of use the building collapsed; the area was then used as a
rubbish-tip. Pottery from this layer belonged to the 9th to roth centuries. Finally, during
the roth and r rth centuries a layer of soil containing small quantities of rilled pottery
(Portchester ware) accumulated and several pits were dug. See also p. 161.
HEREFORDSHIRE: HEREFORD (SO 507398). Excavation by Ron Shoesmith for D.o.E.
on the site of the recently demolished St. Vincent's Convent in Berrington Street exposed
pre-conquest occupation-levels in a small area on and behind the various tails of the
Saxon defences on the W. side of the town (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 155, 188). The
defences followed the same sequence of ramparts as those exposed farther N. during
excavations by Philip Rahtz in 1968 and immediately S. in 1971. Occupation-levels
behind the rampart were associated with Chester ware or were without pottery. A coin,
provisionally ascribed to the later years of Alfred's reign, was found under the level
containing Chester ware.
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- - - (SO 514397). Excavation by R. Shoesmith for D.o.E. at no. 5
Cantilupe Street exposed the remains of the best surviving example of Saxon town defences
so far discovered in this country. The rampart survived to a height of e. 2.5 m. above the
natural soil. It was constructed of clayey soil and possibly some turf, and was consolidated
with horizontal branches laid throughout its thickness. In the primary construction, the
front of the rampart was retained by a timber wall consisting of vertical round posts
15-20 cm. diarn, and e. I m. apart. Between the verticals and the rampart horizontal
rough planks up to 25 em, wide had been laid on top of each other. This wall stood long
enough for the pressure of the rampart to force the top of the timbers forward. To strengthen the defences and to act as a revetment against the existing timbers, a stone wall,
consisting mainly of uncoursed quarried slabs up to IO cm. thick, was built on the berm.
This stood to a maximum height of 2 m. against the timbers and was about 2 m. thick
with many traces of pink lime mortar. A small wall, about 80 cm. thick, was built on
the rear crest of the rampart, some 4 m. behind the front wall, and presumably helped to
preserve the flat rampart top. There was no sign of a ditch within the excavation, so the
berm must have been at least 4,5 m. in front of the timber wall. Indications of at least
two rebuilding phases of the timber works at the front of the rampart and above the
wall could be seen. These are presumably remains ofbreastworks.
Eventually the faces of both walls collapsed and the whole defensive structure,
having been partially demolished or having fallen into disuse, became a relatively
smooth bank. A timber-post trench suggests a late refortification using this bank as a
defence. The whole was covered and preserved by relatively clean gravel which was
presumably the upcast from a large new ditch and may indicate the new works necessitated by the extension of the town. This gravel-covered bank may have been a defensive
work in its own right before it was eventually faced, some 6 m. in front of the Saxon
wall, by the medieval wall.
No dating evidence was found during the course of the excavation, but evidence
from the 1968 and 1972 excavations on the W. side of the town suggests that the gravel
rampart and the town extension may be the work of Harold Godwinson who refortified
the town after it was sacked by the Welsh in I055. The original clay bank may have been
built by iEthelfleda about 914 to withstand the Danish attacks. Earlier defensive works
on the W. side of the town presumably relate to a smaller fortified area and could be
part of the defences built by Offa against the Welsh.
A proposal has been put forward to modify the scheme for repairing the medieval
wall so as to expose the front Saxon wall and make a permanent feature of the whole
sequence of the defences.
KENT: CANTERBURY, OLD HOSPITAL SITE, LONGPORT (TR 155577). Excavation by
D. Sherlock and F. Jenkins for Canterbury Archaeological Society and D.o.E. at
three places within the precinct of St. Augustine's Abbey to determine what part of the
Old Hospital Site should be taken into guardianship revealed foundations of the original
precinct wall on the line of the present wall in Longport and flint and mortar foundations
of medieval buildings in the SW. part of the site. The Roman road that enters the city at
the Burgate was seen in two of the trenches. The E. part of the site contained burials in
the lay cemetery, part of which continued to be used as a graveyard into the rqth
century. Many of the burials were coffined, and in some of the earlier ones the head was
supported by a pillow of flints. Some of the graves were cut into the surface of the Roman
road.
Examination of the foundations of the S. portieus and nave of St. Pancras Church
showed that the portieus was separate from the nave and that its foundations began at a
higher level. The soil separating the two foundations was cut by a grave containing a
seeat and a late Roman coin; the grave was sealed by construction debris from the
portieus. It seems possible that the original building on the site may have been Roman
and that it was rebuilt and added to when the church was founded. See also pp. 155, 169.
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- - - : DARENTH ROMAN VILLA (TQ563707). During pipe-laying a Saxon occupation-site was recorded by B. Philp on the E. bank of the R. Darent. Two sunken huts
were located, each perhaps recut once. They contained 6th-century pottery. Farther N. a
substantial rectangular timber-framed structure, associated with more 6th-century
pottery, was excavated. Loom-weights and Saxon pottery have previously been found
on the villa site.
- - - : DOVER (TR 318415)' Excavation by B. Philp ahead of the York Street bypass and development of the town centre revealed important evidence of urban settlement from the 5th to the 7th centuries. In QueenStreet metalling, occupation-debris and a
hut containing burnt daub and loom-weights were located. Native pottery and a sceat of
c. 720 were also found. In Market Street, close to the W. entrance of the 3rd-century
Saxon Shore fort, a deep deposit of occupation-rubbish layover and under a metalled
area. Finds include imported pottery of the 6th to 7th centuries, fragments of glass
vessels, decorated bone objects and a gold finger-ring set with a garnet (cf. Kent Archaeol.
Review, no. 3 I (1973), 10).
- - - : KESTON, LOWER WARBANK (TQ4IS633). Excavation by W. Kent Archaeological Group on the line of the proposed Ringway C have revealed a Saxon occupationsite. Within a Grubenhaus, measuring c. 13 by I I ft. and originally about 2 ft. deep, were
three large post-holes and twenty-nine small stake-holes (cf. Kent Archaeol. Review, no.
25 (1972), 131). More than 200 sherds, a bone comb, a lead loom-weight, a pair of
bronze tweezers, two weaving needles and two bone pins were recovered. These finds
have been tentatively dated 5th to 6th century. A large timber-framed hall found near by
measured c. 60 by 23 ft.
LINCOLNSHIRE: BARDNEY (TF I 13706). Among the stonework stored in the church
of St. Lawrence, Bardney, from the excavations at Bardney Abbey (cf. Assoc. Archit.
Soc. Rep., XXXII (1913-14), 21-34; Archaeol. ]., LXXIX (1922), 1-92) C. N. Moore
recognized an arm from a late Saxon carved cross-head. This is apparently the only
certain pre-conquest object from those excavations, despite Bede's references to an
important Saxon monastery at Bardney in the 7th century.
- - - : BRATTLEBY (SK 947807). A fragment ofa late Saxon cross-shaft or graveslab, max. dimensions 36 by 36 by 15 cm., lies loose in the churchyard alongside the
published standing cross-shaft (cf. Archaeol. ]., LXXXIII (1926),8, pI. iv). A single row of
figure-of-eight motif is surrounded by a triple border of plain, diaper and cable frames.
- - - : CAISTOR (TA 118009). P. Everson excavated a single Saxon skeleton, probably female. At the shoulder were two annular brooches, one with adhering textile
remains, three beads, and at the hip a knife and iron ring. This burial may be part of the
Nettleton cemetery (cf. A. Meaney, A Gaeeteer of Early Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites (London,
1964), 160).
- - - : DIGBY. The cross-shaft formerly in the garden of a private house is now in
the City and County Museum, Lincoln.
- - - : GLENTWORTH (SK 94588 I). After cleaning the external masonry of the
church the lower of the two stones which make up the left jamb of the small keyhole
window in the W. wall of the W. tower is now revealed as part of a reused late Saxon
grave-slab, previously unrecorded. Decoration consists of a border of cable moulding and
an incised cross with double outline and 'feathered' central filling.
- - - : HACKTHORN (SK 991823). A hitherto unrecorded Saxon tombstone, similar
to the one from Lincoln recorded below, but decorated on both surfaces, was discovered
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by Mrs. D. B. Abbott in the churchyard, only a short distance from the two known
examples. The stone is in an excellent state of preservation.
- - - : LINCOLN, ST. MARK'S CHURCH. The Saxon tombstone with rope decoration
on the edges and a central cross has been removed to the City and County Museum,
Lincoln, after demolition of the church.
- - - : LOVEDEN HILL (SK 908458). In advance of deep ploughing N. Kerr for
Lincoln Archaeological Research Committee and D.o.E. excavated the Saxon cemetery.
This was c. I .2 acres in area, with two contemporaneous nuclei, one on the highest point
of the hill, the other centred on a natural knoll, previously thought to have been a barrow.
1,205 cinerary urns, twenty-five cremations without urns and thirty-five inhumations
were excavated, inhumations being earlier than cremations where a relationship could be
observed. The inhumations were marked by collections of stones in the top layers of the
graves. Five of the skeletons were decapitated, and another, a male with knife and shield,
had had his feet amputated and placed beside the legs. A woman's grave contained
amber and crystal beads, three cruciform brooches, sleeve-clasps and an iron knife;
a young man's grave contained a cone beaker, an annular brooch and an iron buckle.
The cremation urns occurred in recognizable groups in some parts of the cemetery.
These normally consisted of about twelve urns and were roughly circular in shape.
Numerous small finds recovered from the urns include glass beads, bone counters,
iron knives and fragments of bronze brooches; fragments of three claw-beakers, a bone
comb and a decorated case, bone rings, iron shears and bronze tweezers were also
found. The urns were often highly decorated and three had pottery lids. Several showed
signs of intentional damage before burial.
- - - : OSBOURNBY (TF 063388). Field-walking has produced middle Saxon pottery
from one site, later Saxon pottery with animal bones from another.
- - - : SALMONBY, PICKITT'S COTTAGES (TF 31757357). In field-walking G. V.
Taylor identified a new early Saxon hut site, approximately 1.5 km. from those previously known at Sandy KnobbsjNew England (cf. Lines. Archit. and Archaeol. Soc., VI,
pt. I (1955), 10-1 I, and VIII (1960), 20-2). Limited excavation by G. V. Taylor and
P. Everson achieved the total clearance and planning of a two-post Grubenhaus, 4 by
3' 25 m. Late 6th or 7th-century pottery, much animal bone and green clay loomweights came from the hut filling. Soil-marks observed after ploughing suggest that there
are at least six more such huts belonging to the settlement near by.
- - - : WADDINGTON (Provenance and precise date of discovery uncertain). A
group of early Saxon cemetery material, purchased from workmen and now in private
possession, apparently came from building redevelopment in a village S. of Lincoln,
probably Waddington (cr. A. Meaney, A Gazeteer ofEarly Anglo-Saxon Burial Sites (London,
1964),165). It consists ofa cruciform brooch of Aberg's group IV, a pair of small-long
brooches from the same mould with head-plates of Leeds's 'cross potent derivative' type,
the 'eye' parts of two pairs of sheet bronze wrist-clasps, a narrow tubular object (possibly
a lace-tag or decoration from a sleeve-clasp), and twenty-seven and a half beadseleven and a half of glass and sixteen of pottery. As it stands this could be a single
grave-group, but in view of the mode of discovery and the possibility of a wide disparity
in the date of manufacture of the brooches, it cannot be treated as such.
NORFOLK: BRAMPTON (TG 223240). A bronze strap-end of the early 9th century with
animal-head terminal and remains of niello and silver filigree decoration in a recessed
panel was found.
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BRETTENHAM (TL 939845). Two iron shield-bosses, two socketed iron
ferrules and an iron socketed spear-head, from the site of a Saxon cemetery, are now in
Norwich Castle Museum, accession nos. 270.972 and 329.972. Two gilt-bronze mounts
were also found, each decorated with a Style-I animal in a rectangular panel, and are
probably of the late 6th century.
- - - : NORTH ELMHAM, SPONG HILL (TF 981195). The first of several seasons' work
designed to excavate totally a Saxon cremation-cemetery was directed by R. D. Carr and
Miss C. Hills for Norfolk Research Committee, Warsaw University and D.o.E. The
surface scatter of pottery suggests that the site covers c. 6 acres. An area of 1,600 sq. m.
was cleared, and 200 urns lifted. The general character of urns and grave-goods indicates
a 5th to 6th-century date: plain, bossed and stamped urns were present. The excavated
area included a late Roman ditch, the line of which was respected by the burials, and an
area within the bounds of the ditch that produced large amounts of late RomanoBritish pottery and occupation-material.
- - - : NORWICH.

See p. 169 f

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: BRIXWORTH (SP 7477 I 8). Saxon sherds were found near the
Roman villa previously recorded (cf.]. Northampton Mus. and Art Gall., I (1969), and VIII
(197 2)).

--~: - - - (SP 746713). Excavation by P. Everson for Brixworth Archaeological Research Committee and D.o.E. W. of the Saxon church revealed part of a
Christian Saxon graveyard previously encountered on the E. around the vicarage. The
sporadic distribution of the burials suggests that the W. limit has been reached, and a
deep pre-conquest N.-S. ditch on the W. edge of the site may be a Saxon boundary. A
little Saxon window-glass, opus signinum and, possibly Roman, tiles presumably come
from the probable monastic si teo A scatter of numerous early Saxon hand-made gritty
and grass-tempered sherds suggests the possibility of a near-by, perhaps pre-monastic,
village. See also p. 181.
- - - : NEWTON-IN-THE-WILLOWS (SP 868845). Field-walking revealed a middle
Saxon village site. The dark occupation-area covering c. 5 acres was littered with handmade sherds and iron slag.
- - - : SULGRAVE (SP 557453). Excavation of the Norman ring-work and underlying Saxon manor house (cf Med. Archaeol., XIII (1969), 236) was resumed by B. K.
Davison, as a continuation of the Royal Archaeological Institute's research project into
the origins of the castle in England. The plan of the early r r th-century kitchen which lies
under the Norman rampart at the W. side of the site was completed. Removal of the
rampart of the Norman ring-work on the NE. side revealed the chamber block of the
Saxon hall. This seems to have been originally C. 30 by 23 ft., but was partly destroyed
by a recutting of the Norman ditch late in the I I th century. To the primary block a
secondary range, also, in part at least, stone-built, was added early in the r r th century.
The detached stone building lying N. of the hall was further examined: this now appears
to have been a domestic building 29 by 16 ft. rather than a tower. At the conquest it was
buried in the Norman rampart, and apparently served as the basement for a small
tower. A ditch and turf bank were found below the Norman rampart N. of this building:
it is not yet clear whether this represents the Saxon perimeter.
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: NOTTINGHAM (SK 579399). Excavation by C. S. B. Young for
City Museum and D.o.E. on the NE. corner of the pre-conquest burh (cf. Med. Archaeol.,
XVI (1972), 159 f.) between Woolpack Lane and Barker Gate revealed the earliest feature on
II

148

LESLIE E. WEBSTER AND JOHN CHERRY

the site, a large ditch 15 ft. wide and 5 ft. deep, on an E.-W. alignment. Dating evidence
was inconclusive, but an early or middle Saxon context is suggested. It is possible that
this ditch and the one previously located N. of Fisher Gate form the N. and S. sides
respectively of a defended settlement earlier than the burh. See also p. 170.
OXFORDSHIRE: ADWELL, ADWELL COP (SU 705990). Excavation by the M40
Archaeological Research Group on the SE. slope of the cop revealed a small 7th-century
Saxon cemetery. Two skeletons were sliced through by a ditch-digger, and a third pit,
containing a child's burial with a knife and bronze buckle, was also found.
- - - : BANBURY.

See p. 163.

- - - : DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES (SU 587945). At the Beech House Hotel excavation
by T. Rowley for Upper Thames Archaeological Committee and D.o.E. revealed two
early Saxon sunken huts dug into Roman levels, and three distinct phases of Saxon flint
and clay-walled buildings ranging in date from the 6th to the 9th century were also
identified. There appears to have been little subsequent medieval disturbance, providing
confirmatory evidence of the decline of Dorchester in the later Saxon period.
- - - : EYNSHAM (SP 430108). Further soil-stripping before gravel extraction in
the field W. of the sites excavated in 1968 (cf. Med. Archaeol., XIII (1969), 236) and in
1970 (cf. ibid., xv (1971), 133) revealed more Saxon features, which were excavated by
M. Gray for Upper Thames Archaeological Committee and D.o.E. These included a
further two-post Grubenhaus with an adjacent timber building (10 by 4 m.), a well 3 m.
deep, a four-post structure with rubbish-pits in the vicinity, and a sunken feature with a
hearth, which was within a bronze-age ring-ditch.
- - - ; - - - , WYTHAM VIEW (SP 434010). Excavation by N. Clayton for Oxford
City and County Museum and D.o.E. on the site of a previously recorded Saxon cemetery threatened by housing development revealed no further graves, but four irregular
pits containing small fragments of Saxon pottery and a piece of trailed glass, possibly
Saxon.
- - - : OXFORD. A number of sites have been examined by T. G. Hassall for
Oxford Archaeological Excavation Committee and D.o.E.:
Christ Church (SP 515060). Two charcoal burials uncovered outside the W. end of
the cathedral have been dated early 9th-century by radiocarbon. They are therefore
Saxon and not Danish, and must be associated with St. Erideswide's Minster.
13 High Street (SP 514062). Salvage excavation uncovered late Saxon pit groups in
the rear basement.
Castle Mound (SP 510062). Two small late Saxon pits sealed beneath the mound
(c. 1071) were identified during replacement of the retaining wall on New Road.
Castle Bailey, Castle Street and New Road (SP 5 I 106 I). A late Saxon sunken-floored hut,
occupation-levels and pits were uncovered during salvage excavations. These features
were sealed beneath the bailey and can probably be associated with the street which
must have continued the E.-W. axis of the town before the building of the castle (c.
1071). Finds include a round silver halfpenny ofEadred (948-954).
See also p. 170.
- - - : WOOTTON, HORDLEY (SP 445187). Observation by the field department of
Oxford City and County Museum during pipe-laying from Tackley to Charlbury
revealed a probable sunken-floored hut 80 m. W. of Akeman Street. The hut measured
2 by 3 m. and contained Romano-British as well as Saxon sherds.
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RUTLAND: EMPINGHAM (SK 942080). A Grubenhaus, 4 by 3' 30 m., with two large
post-hole.s centrally placed on the shorter sides was discovered in the course of work on
a reservoir.
SHROPSHIRE: SHREWSBURY. At Pride Hill Chambers G. Toms for D.o.E. excavated a
Saxon cess-pit filled with a series of superimposed layers of alternating rubbish and
sterile coverings of pebbles, gravel and sand. The pit was ringed by eighteen stake-holes
7 em. diam. and 34 em. apart. This must represent either a low fence or perhaps a
framework on which a wooden cover was laid. The pit was dated roth-century by the
neck and rim ofa pot of Chester ware lying on its bottom and five other sherds of Chester
ware with one green-glazed sherd of Stamford ware in the upper levels. Both these wares
were found also at St. Alkmund's Place in 1968 on the other attested Saxon site in the town.
See also p. 170.
STAFFORDSHIRE: TAMWORTH (SK 205041). K. W. Sheridan excavating for Tamworth
Archaeological and Historical Committee in Orchard Street located a pre-conquest
rampart 10m. wide immediately fronted by a ditch 2.2 m. wide by 0.8 m. deep (cf.
Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 161). Beneath the rampart were three rows of post-holes, the
main structural row being 4 m. from its front. A close setting of post-holes towards the
front of the rampart may represent a tower set into it. These defences are on the alignment of those located 70 m. S. by Gould in 1967-68 (cf. Trans. S. Staffs. Archaeol. and
Hist. Soc., IX (1967-68), and X (1968-69)' See also pp. 163, 170 f.
SUFFOLK: BURY ST. EDMUNDS, WESTGARTH GARDENS (TL 845633). An early Saxon
cemetery has been discovered on a building site on the W. edge of the town. Sixty-seven
burials were excavated, of which four were cremations and the rest inhumations,
including twenty-one male, sixteen female, sixteen immature, and ten so far unidentified.
Three burials were of particular importance: an old woman with three brooches, one
an equal-armed type of unique design; a warrior with shield, spear, knife, very large pot,
a sword with decorated hilt and sword bead, and a complete glass cone-beaker; a male,
with shield, spear and a small bucket-shaped glass vessel with two upright lugs on the
rim to support a handle, a shape so far unparalleled. The cemetery ranges in date from
the early 5th to the middle or late 7th century, closing with two graves containing tall,
conical sugar-loaf shield-bosses. This cemetery has important implications for the
Saxon settlement of the Bury region and for the foundation of Bury itself.
- - - : SNAPE (TM 40225934 to 40275934). Six Saxon urns, a bronze bowl containing cremations, and one unurned cremation collected from a sewer trench cut
through the road S. of St. Margaret's are part of the cemetery surrounding the shipburial excavated in 1862. The finds are now in Ipswich Museum.
- - - ; WEST STOW (TL 796713). Excavation of the early Saxon village by S.E.
West for D.o.E. is now completed after eight seasons (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),162).
The occupation of the site is long and complicated with mesolithic chipping-floors, late
neolithic burials, an iron-age farmstead, and five Romano-British pottery-kilns of the
late 1St and early znd centuries. The pattern of the Saxon village is nevertheless clear.
Beginning in the early 5th century a series of some six 'halls', each with attendant huts
and other structures, indicates a grouping of six family units into a compact area of 7
acres to form a nucleated village. Apart from the general E.-W. alignment of the halls
no formal arrangement is apparent in the village; no property divisions occur. The
settlement continued until the 7th century, with little evidence for much increase in size,
and was abandoned completely shortly after the introduction of Ipswich ware. The site
is important in providing the only complete plan of an early Saxon village and the best
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known buildings of the period. Important new interpretations of the Grubenhaus have
also been possible from the evidence provided by the seventy or so huts excavated (cf.
Med. Archaeol., XIII (1969),4 ff.).
SURREY: BANSTEAD COMMON (TQ 249608). Excavation by D. Price-Williams for
D.o.E. on the site of a barrow revealed a disturbed male inhumation of the late 7th
century; grave-goods consist of a hanging-bowl with substantial textile fragments
adhering to it, an iron buckle, a knife, a spear-head and a sugar-loaf shield-boss.
SUSSEX: BURPHAM (TQ 039086). Excavation by Miss H. Sutermeister for D.o.E. in
advance of building work within an area bounded by a ditch and bank thought to be
Saxon revealed about 170 post-holes, probably representing two separate buildings
lying end-to-end and parallel to the bank. The smaller of the two was rectangular with a
small room partitioned off the W. end. The side walls were constructed of double posts
and a small two-sided extension was attached to the S. wall. The second, longer building
stood on a slightly different alignment E. of the other, and was of the same structural
type. If the two are contemporary, they may have been joined gable to gable or been
separated by a narrow passage. Two deep rubbish-pits, probably later than the buildings, yielded late Saxon to early Norman pottery.
- - - : CHICHESTER, CHAPEL STREET, CENTRAL GIRLS' SCHOOL. Continued excavation
(cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 163) by A. Down for Chichester Civic Society Excavations
Committee provided a few sherds of coarse gritty middle Saxon pottery, and evidence of
considerable occupation on the old Roman street surfaces in the late Saxon period.
Some large cess-pits contained cooking-pots, spouted pitchers, pans and rilled bowls.
No coherent pattern can yet be established from the scores of post-holes which cut the
streets, but some at least must belong to timber buildings associated with the pits. Two
coins were found: a hitherto unknown type of silver halfpenny of Edgar (957-975) from
the Chichester mint, and a silver penny of Aethelred (979-IOI6) minted in London.
Many baked clay loom-weights were found in another pit, and others came from a
robbed well, possibly Saxon.
WILTSHIRE: PEWSEY (SU 15555806). Continuing excavation on the Saxon cemetery
(ef. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 165) by F. K. Annable and A. M. Burchard for Wiltshire
Archaeological and Natural History Society and D.o.E. concentrated on the W.
portion. A NW. limit seems to have been reached, but excavation on the SW. revealed
a further scatter of burials. These included three adult females, each with a pair of
brooches (disc, small-long and face-decorated button types), one adult male with
a sword, a spear and shield-fittings, and another with a shield and a spear.
WORCESTERSHIRE: FLADBURY (SO 994846 IO). A skeleton was encountered while
trenching for building foundations some 280 m. SSW. of the late Roman or Saxon
cemetery investigated by D. Peacock in 1967. The grave was sealed under c. 30 ern. of
plough-soil, and was aligned roughly N.-S., with the head to the N. There were no
grave-goods and no dating evidence. The bones have been provisionally identified as a
male of 'almost certainly Saxon' date.
YORKSHIRE, EAST RIDING: WHARRAM PERCY. See p. 159.
- - - , NORTH RIDING: CATTERICK (SE 225988). Excavation for D.o.E. on the
Roman site revealed a Saxon Grubenhaus which cut through a late Roman paved
area associated with a temple. It measured c. 12 by 8 ft. and was surrounded by postholes. Pottery, including fragments of a large Buckelurn, and a fragment of a decorated
bone comb were found in the filling.
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- - - , WEST RIDING: DONCASTER (SE 575035). The ditch of the burh was investigated in High Fishergate but contained only residual Roman material. Its content of clean
sand and gravel suggests that it was filled in the Norman period after a short period ofuse.
- - - , - - - : SETTLE, ATTERMIRE CAVE (SD 842642). A styca of JEthelred II of
Northumbria (841-844), moneyer Cutheard, was found in 1970.
- - - : YORK. Excavation by York Archaeological Trust located pre-conquest
levels at three sites. On the corner of Lendal and Museum Streets (SE 601521) the ditch
system of the SW. side of the Roman legionary fortress was examined. After recutting in
the 4th century the system had been allowed to silt and much later, presumably in the
9th century, a palisade was constructed with a trench 1.30 m. deep containing a squarecut timber-slot. This, well in advance of the wall, may represent strengthening of the
defences in an area where the Roman wall was in disrepair. A sherd of St. Neots-type
ware was associated.
Within the legionary fortress, at the corners of Church Street and Swinegate (SE
604519), two excavations indicated that Roman buildings had survived well into preconquest times. One wall, presumably of the bath block, remained standing long enough
for rubbish-deposits containing Stamford-type ware to accumulate against it.
In cellars under Lloyds Bank extension at nos. I-2 Pavement (SE 605517) r r thcentury deposits were located immediately below the cellar floors, and a stratified series
of timber buildings and superimposed floor and rubbish levels was excavated. Waterlogging had preserved almost all organic materials, and presumably accounted for the
great depth of deposit. Above middle Saxon layers containing typical artifacts but little
pottery there were several superimposed buildings in use during the currency of York
ware. Above these levels, and clearly distinguished from them, were numerous superimposed buildings associated with wares of Thetford, Stamford and Torksey type; a few
sherds of St. N eots ware were found. In these levels various Viking objects include rings,
a bangle and a small lead figurine. Fragments of soapstone and wooden vessels, pinkpainted pottery, amber, mica-schist hones and various textiles indicate extensive trade
contacts, and there were great quantities ofleather off-cuts. Wooden installations suggest
the houses were used for the preparation and working of leather. The houses were set
at right angles to the modern street, indicating its great antiquity. The wealth of entomological and botanical evidence should provide a detailed picture of local environmental
conditions. A wide range of other organic material survives, to indicate the use of the
buildings. Carbon-r a dates are being obtained to refine further the dates for this unusually informative sequence.
See also p. 173.

IRELAND
DUBLIN: CITY OF DUBLIN. Excavation of the High Street site by Breandan 6 Riordain
for National Museum oflreland which began in 1967 was completed in 1972 (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 168). The accumulation of worked leather found in the S. part of
the site was shown to be of late r zth and 13th-century date. A rough count of the
shoe soles forming most of the deposit, which ranged in thickness from a minimum
of fio em. to a maximum of I m., indicates a total in excess of 1,000. Many examples of
leather knife-sheaths with incised geometric motifs were also found. A timber-framed
structure, 3.05 m. high and tapering from an average width of I .56 m. at the mouth to
I. IO m. at the base, was found in a pit which had been dug from a level of the late 13th
or early 14th century. The filling suggests that the structure was used as a privy and a
rubbish-pit. Finds include a leather shoe, two fragmentary quern-stones, sherds of
glazed and unglazed pottery, and an almost intact example of a highly ornamented
knight jug (PL. XXVII, B).
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Finds from late r zth to early 13th-century strata include an iron prick-spur, doublesided combs of horn and of bone (an example made of bone is provided with a handle),
socketed iron spear-heads, wooden spoons, bronze stick pins and many fragments of
textiles. Large numbers of bronze pins were also found in r rth to t zth-century levels
and other finds include NW. French pottery, sherds of Stamford-type wheel-stamped
ware, decorated pewter brooches and Hiberno-Viking coins. In the late roth to early
I I th-century levels two gold arm-rings of Scandinavian type were found. In the earliest
occupation-level a silver coin issued during the reign of Anlaf and minted at York (c.
94 I) was recovered.
A shallow grave dug into the underlying boulder clay contained the extended
skeleton of a young female. Analysis of material which is considered to represent part of
her stomach contents has shown that broken fragments of Polygonum spp. (knotgrass) and
Chenopodium album (goosefoot) were present. Similar material has been identified in the
filling oflater cess-pits.
Excavation at Winetavern Street (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),168), N. of the Old
City Wall, revealed evidence of the r eth to 13th-century shore-line. Sherds of SW.
French pottery, a fragment of leather decorated with zoomorphic motifs, fig seeds,
grape pips and walnuts have been found in 13th-century stone culverts which originally
discharged into the Liffey waters.
S. of Christ Church Cathedral between Christ Church Place (formerly Skinners Row)
and Ross Road finds include polychrome pottery and other wares of SW. French type,
Bristol ware and pottery of local manufacture, three silver bracteates, part of a carved
wooden panel with Ringerike-style decoration, a Viking-type inscribed iron sword, and
a decorated pewter brooch which appears to be identical with an example from the
Cheapside hoard (Guildhall Museum, accession no. 3912) (PL. XXVII, c).
SCOTLAND
CAIRNIE, NORTH TILLYTARMONT FARM. An
incised symbol
5 by I ' 3 m., with irregularly rounded edges was found at Donald's Stone
Haugh. The stone was lying flat, face-down, c. 30 em. below the surface. Beneath the foot
of the stone were about twenty stones that originally supported it. The symbols are an
exceptionally fine eagle at the top and an 'elephant' figure below, both of which face
right as the stone is viewed from the front. The stone has been moved to the farm.
(Cf. Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot., forthcoming.)
ABERDEENSHIRE:

stone,

I'

DUMFRIESSHIRE: FINGLAND, WAMPHRAY (NV 140943). A large spinning-wheel in
fine pale sandstone with incised radial decoration was found during ploughing on a field
untouched for many years c. 400 yd. ENE. of Fingland Farm. It is one of a distinctive
group associated with pre-Norman religious sites in Dumfries and Galloway.
INVERNESS-SHIRE: NORTH mST, COILEGAN AN UDAlL (THE UDAL) (NF 824783).
Removal of the earliest Norse levels took place over one third of the curved ridge which
carries deposits later than the iron age throughout its length of over roo m. (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 203). Finds, notably a decorated bronze strap-end (see p. 128 ff.),
indicate a 9th-century, early Viking date. Still earlier levels already detected but more
extensively exposed proved to be immediately pre-Norse, extensive in time and space,
and to have many structures. These represent a major series of 'dark-age' settlements
including at least three periods in up to 2 m. of deposits. This is the first find of its kind in
W. Scotland. Imported Mediterranean pottery is present.
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II. POST-CONQUEST

A. MONASTIC SITES
BERKSHIRE: READING (SU 720735). Excavation by C. F. Slade (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI
(I 972), I 7I) during rebuilding of Reading prison has revealed new information on the
plan of the E. end of the church of the Benedictine abbey. The area of the high altar had
been occupied by Victorian building, but in the N. ambulatory there were patches of
inlaid floor-tile in situ. At the E. end of the church column-bases and evidence for the
reconstruction of the chancel were found. Finds include new types of inlaid floor-tiles,
window-glass, and small fragments of carved stone, some with traces of gilding.
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: BRADWELL (SP 827396). D. C. Mynard for Milton Keynes
Development Corporation excavated the chapel of St. Mary at this Benedictine priory.
The E. wall of the chapel was found to be the W. wall of a substantial building of the
second half of the I 3th century. This was probably the priory church to which the chapel
was added in the middle I4th century. A half-column and the springing of an arch on
the E. wall of the chapel is interpreted as the beginning of the N. aisle of the church.
The N. wall of the church had been deliberately levelled to a height of I m. above the
rfith-ccn tury ground surface. A post-socket cut into it and a garderobe containing I7th
to rSth-century pottery set into the angle between it and the chapel on the N. suggest
it was probably converted to another use. The S. wall of another medieval building was
found N. of the chapel.
CHESHIRE: RUNCORN, NORTON (S] 548831). Continued excavation by]. P.
Greene for Runcorn Development Corporation on this Augustinian priory (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), I7l, 173) revealed the E. end of the church. It had been extended
in the early 13th century and again in the 13th or 14th century so that the final length
of the church was 86 m. The later extension had broad foundations with three large
buttresses on the N. and S. sides and two on the E. East of the S. transept a sequence of
chapels in four phases was revealed; the last had been floored with inlaid tiles, though
none remained in situ. The E. range ended in aT-shaped reredorter, through which ran
a large masonry drain. Part of a wooden sluice and an earlier reredorter drain made of
a hollowed tree-trunk were found. The cloister had four main periods and was considerably enlarged in the late rsth or early 13th century.
A tile-kiln (FIG. 56; PL. XXVIII, A) was excavated 50 m. N. of the priory. It was built
within a pit; the walls consisted of tile wasters and small clay blocks, and the tunnel
vaults, leading from the stoke-pit into the firing-chambers, of small clay voussoirs. Many
wasters confirmed that the kiln was used to fire the type of mosaic tiles used in the church.
Some exceptional tiles include one decorated with a bird and one illustrating grapetreading.
ESSEX: WALTHAM ABBEY (TL 38ro08). P.]. Huggins for Waltham Abbey Historical
Society excavated a ditch of the grange of the Augustinian abbey (cf. Med. Archaeol., xv
(1971), 163). A three-bay aisled forge with flint and stone walls measured I5'7 by
10. I m. There was evidence of iron-, bronze- and lead-working. A well inside the walls
was lined with two oak casks (a pipe and a tun). Beneath the forge gullies, pits, post-holes
and a double palisade fence with gated entrance provide evidence for I I th and rathcentury occupation; associated pottery was mainly shell-tempered. The position of the
building is illustrated in Trans. Essex Archaeol. Soc., IV (1972).
GLOUCESTERSH1RE: GLOUCESTER (SO 825 I 89)' The 13th-century buildings of St.
Bartholomew's Hospital were exposed in roadworks and contained a chancel of two or three
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FIG. 56
NORTON PRIORY, RUNCORN, CHESHIRE
Plan of tile-kiln (p. 153)

bays with an arcade of composite filleted piers in oolite with water-holding and tripleroll bases, a two-bay nave with two arcades of composite keeled piers in alternate courses
of oolite and sandstone with water-holding bases, and an infirmary hall of seven bays
with two arcades of sandstone columns.
HAMPSHIRE: WINCHESTER (SU 482301). Excavation by K. Qualmann on the site of
the barn of Hyde Abbey showed that there was a major clearance in the 14th century in
an area of the Benedictine abbey occupied by domestic buildings and an extensive
roughly-surfaced yard. See also p. 169.
KENT: BUXLEY ABBEY (TQ 761587). Excavation by P. J. Tester for Kent Archaeological Society has shown that the plan of the Cistercian abbey drawn by F. C. EllistonErwood (Archaeol. Cant., LXVI (1953), fig. I opp. p. 46) is substantially correct. The
church was of the same form and dimensions although the transepts were longer (N.-S.)
and each contained three E. chapels instead of two. Walls discovered by B. J. Wilson in
1959 and 1966 are now interpreted as part of the night stair in the SW. corner of the S.
transept. In the nave the width of the N. aisle has been established by the discovery of
the sleeper-wall of the N. arcade. At the W. end the foundations ofa tower or porch with
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diagonal buttresses have been revealed. All four alleys of the cloister have been located,
and the S. range lay on the site indicated by Elliston-Erwood as the alternative site for
the refectory. At the E. end of this range, a room, probably the warming-house, was
found. Many small glazed mosaic floor-tiles together with line-impressed and reliefdecorated tiles were recovered.
- - - ; CANTERBURY (TR 146577). Excavation by Canterbury Archaeological
Society and King's School on the site of the Greyfriars W. of the R. Stour revealed a large
building with corner buttresses and massive battered foundations. It stands on land
acquired by the Greyfriars by 1275 and the earliest part belongs to the 13th century. The
S. wall contained an original tile-built fireplace, later converted into a circular oven.
The N. wall had been demolished, apparently for the construction of an E.-W. wing set
at right angles to the original building. In the rfith century internal dividing-walls were
added. See also pp. 144, 169.
- - - ; SANDWICH (TR 329579). A. C. Hogarth for Chatham House (Ramsgate)
G.S. Dept. of Archaeology examined the remains of this Carmelite priory. An accurate
plan was made of the S. and E. walls of the choir, the SW. and NE. corners of the nave,
the cloister garth and walks; detailed excavation was only possible in the SW. corner of
the cloister and along the S. range, comprising the hall and domestic rooms. A 7-ft.-sq.
brick plinth in the centre of the cloister garth was perhaps the floor of a two-post roofed
structure. Decorated floor-tiles and painted window-glass were found.
LINCOLNSHIRE; NOCTON (TF 078647). Ploughing on the site of this Augustinian
priory produced fragments of decorated carving and a cross-shaft.
LONDON; SOUTHWARK (TQ 327803). G. J. Dawson for Southwark Archaeological
Excavation Committee and Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society excavated
on the site of the Augustinian priory of St. Mary Overie. Flooding on the N. part of the
site, probably in 1294, had washed away all layers above the natural subsoil except for
one small square stone feature of unknown function. Above a 6-ft.-deep deposit of river
silt were four periods of priory building. On the S. side of the site, untouched by the flood,
a stone building of two phases, both probably r zth-century, was found. One was
associated with an intra-mural cemetery; outside it there was possibly a very large
timber structure which survived until the 14th or 15th century.
- - - ; TOWER HILL (TQ337807). B. K. Davison excavating on the site of the
Royal Mint to locate the late 14th-century abbey of St. Mary Graces or Eastminster
found late medieval wall-footings at a depth of 4.5 m. below the present surface. The
floors had been removed when the buildings were converted to secular use in the middle
rfith century.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: NORTHAMPTON (SP 755607). Excavation by J. Williams for
Northampton Development Corporation and D.o.E. on the site of the Franciscan
friary uncovered part of the church and one of the N.-S. ranges, possibly the dorter.
Little earlier occupation was found. Building of the friary started c. 1250; it was demolished soon after the dissolution, c. 1540. At least three building phases were identified in
the church; in the latest it was paved with glazed tiles. A furnace which had been cut
through the floor was probably used for remelting the lead from the roof and windows at
the dissolution. The N.-S. range, which was of at least two building periods, measured
54 by 8 m. The W. half was floored with glazed tiles set on a mortar base and the E. half
with a simple earth floor. The plan changed at the S. end; decorated floor-tiles may
indicate the position of the chapter-house. The excavation will be published in a monograph by Northampton Development Corporation.
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OXFORDSHIRE: OXFORD (SP 513058). T. G. Hassall for Oxford Archaeological
Excavation Committee and D.o.E. excavated the E. end of the N. aisle of the church of
the Blackfriars and the position of the walking-place (cf. Med. Archaeol., XIV (1970), 169).
Much of the E. range of the cloisters was uncovered and the position of the chapter-house
identified. A gold ring set with a sapphire was found.
SUSSEX: HASTINGS (TQ815094). Mrs. D. Martin for Hastings Area Archaeological
Research Group excavated the site of a small Augustinian priory. The late rzth-century
chapter-house had a blank arcade along its N., S., and E. walls, consisting of interlaced
semicircular arches supported on foliate capitals. The vault had moulded ribs with dogtooth ornament. The tiled floor had been robbed but the remains of a crude dais or seat
remained in the centre of the E. wall. In the walls of the 13th-century dormitory on the
N. were two doorways and a lancet window. The 13th-century refectory occupying the
N. range was extensively rebuilt in the 14th century and included a wall-staircase
giving access to the pulpit. The roofs were covered throughout with slate from the west
country. The buildings were abandoned c. 1417 (when the canons moved to a new site)
but survived, in part, until the rfith or 17th century. The finds will be deposited in
Hastings Museum.
- - - : LEWES (TQ414094). Excavation at the Cluniac priory of St. Pancras by
R. Lewis has enabled the first phase of Cluniac building and its second enlargement to
be identified and has revealed floor levels and building work beneath the t t th and t zthcentury floor levels. Fourteen burials, most of which date from before c. I I 70, were
discovered. Eleven were in cists of Caen stone or chalk blocks mortared into position at
the bottom of the grave trenches; three were in wooden iron-bound coffins. Most of the
cists had been closed with wooden lids. Two of the trenches dug by Portinari, the agent
of Cromwell who organized the destruction of the priory at the dissolution, were fully
re-excavated,
WARWICKSHIRE: THELSFORD (SP 271583). M. Gray for Avon-Severn Valleys
Research Project and D.o.E. excavated an area W. of the Trinitarian priory, whose
limits were defined in 1966 (cf. Med. Archaeol., XI (1967), 280) and revealed the following
features:
I. A sequence of five ditches, four of which spanned the life of the priory (12141538), and may have acted either as boundaries or been used to collect storm-water
from slopes above the buildings.
2. Post-holes and pits, including three complete structures, which lay beneath the
destruction debris of the priory.
3. A stone drain which led from the priory buildings into a marshy area, and a wellconstructed stone sluice between two fish-ponds, beneath which was a timber sluice.
A plan of the site occurs in West Midlands Archaeol. News Sheet, xv (1972), fig. 8.
WORCESTERSHIRE: REDDITCH, BORDESLEY ABBEY (SP 045688). P. A. Rahtz continued
excavation on the site of this Cistercian abbey (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 176).
Within the early 13th-century night-stair block a timber-slot and the post-holes of the
Norman night stair which was burnt down were revealed. Outside on the E. there was a
large ditch and several burials, stratigraphically attributed to 1140-1200, in which
branches laid across the corpse were covered by a large plank set lengthwise. As the
planks were clearly from disused timber buildings, possibly those of the early years of the
monastery which were later rebuilt in stone, they could be the first evidence of early
Cistercian timber buildings in this country and possibly anywhere in Europe. No
parallels are known for the early burial ritual, which was superseded in the 13th and
14th centuries by coffins; two, which were made of nailed oak and chestnut planks, were
well-preserved inside the transept. Outside the transept an associated rubbish-group
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comprised two coins, an almost complete glazed jug, iron and bronze objects, and two
writing implements-a bone dip-pen, and an ivory stylus with an iron point. The choir
was cleared to its latest floor level, a series of tile impressions which confirmed that the
latest degenerate phase of building was earlier than the dissolution.
YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING: PONTEFRACT (SE 463226). Continued excavation by C. V.
Bellamy at the Cluniac priory (Med. Archaeol., xv (1971),141) found evidence of early
16th-century bell-founding c. 8 to IO m. N. of the church wall. A hearth was apparently
used to melt the metal, and a stone-lined channel ran 1.5 m. S. to the edge of a pit
containing pieces of core and cope of the bell-mould. Part of the base of the mould was
resting across a channel which had been cut into boulder clay and was 45 to 50 em. wide
and up to 60 em. deep. The base of the mould showed the curvature of the rim of the
bell, implying a diameter of c. 120 em. Part of a lime-kiln was exposed 3 m. W. of the
bell-pit.
- - - : YORK. See p. 173.
B. CATHEDRALS AND ECCLESIASTICAL PALACES
LINCOLNSHIRE: LINCOLN (SK 9787 I 7). Excavation at the bishop's palace by P. L.
Drewett for D.o.E. revealed the final (middle 15th-century) layout of the kitchen
courtyard (FIG. 57). The privy kitchen was built to replace one demolished by Bishop
Alnwick when he built his chapel at the N. end of the E. hall. A section was dug across
the courtyard to establish the relationship of the various upstanding masonry remains.
Pottery of the second half of the r zth century showed that the E. hall was possibly started
by Robert de Chesney (II55-II68), although on architectural evidence it may be
somewhat later, and that the courtyard was largely filled in before the W. hall was
started by St. Hugh (1185-1200).
C. CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
ESSEX: RIVENHALL (TL 828178). Excavation by W. J. Rodwell for Essex Archaeological Society and D.o.E. around the N., E. and W. sides of the church revealed a Roman
building lying partly under the chancel, and early and later Saxon pottery. The church
(formerly thought to be a Victorian rebuilding) was shown to be oflate Saxon origin; in
the N. wall of the chancel, which was stripped of its rendering, were two blocked Saxon
windows. The nave was 16 by 9' 5 m. with a chancel 8 m. square. In the Norman period
an apsidal sanctuary was added, which was demolished in the early 14th century when
extensive alterations were made. At the same time a foundation-trench was dug to take a
tower which was never built. The late 15th-century tower constructed over the filled
trench collapsed in c. I7 14. Removal of a monument inside the chancel revealed a small
section of wall-painting bearing an inscription, probably of the rfith century. Photographs, an elevation and plans are published in Current Archaeol., IV, I (1973), 14.
HAMPSHIRE: WINCHESTER (SU 476299). At St. Paul's Church the remains of the N.
wall of the 13th-century church of St. Anastasius, the predecessor of the existing church
of 1872, were found beneath two rows of 15th-century graves.
NORFOLK: NORWICH (TG 22480877). Excavation by J. P. Roberts for Norwich
Survey at the bombed church of St. Benedict revealed a late r r th-century church and
apsidal chancel. Some burials of earlier date suggest an earlier church on an adjacent
site. In the r ath or 13th century a new square chancel and a round W. tower were built.
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Plan of kitchen courtyard (p. 157)
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Rebuilding took place in the 13th and 14th centuries, and in the 15th century the N.
aisle and the N. and S. porches were added.
NORTHUMBERLAND: KIRKHILL, WEST HEPPLE (NT 975008). R. Miket excavated the
site of a small chapel first recorded in ruins in 1725. The plan consisted of a rectangular
nave with square-ended chancel. There was a lime-mortar floor at the E. end of the nave
and flagging at the W. end. Damaged by fire in the 14th century, it was restored with the
addition of a heightened chancel floor. At the same time a bench was built along the S.
wall of the nave and what may have been bases for two small side altars were placed at
the E. end of the nave. Immediately W. of the chancel steps lay the tombstone of Lady
Marjorie Tailbois known to be alive in 1226. The finds are in Rothbury Museum. A
report will appear in Archaeol. Aeliana.
YORKSHIRE, EAST RIDING: WHARRAM PERCY (SE 858643). Excavation by Mrs. M. E.
Ewins for the Medieval Village Research Group and D.o.E. to the "V. of the church ofSt.
Martin (cf Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 178) failed to find an early tower to go with the
W. wall, and the arch in that wall must now be interpreted as a W. door. The construction-trench for the W. wall containing four undisturbed late Saxon stones continued
through the tower, demonstrating that this was a later addition. The E. end of the church
was reopened for a further examination of the square E. end (cf Med. Archaeol., IX
(1965), 187, and plan in XIII (1969),252, fig. 73). It was demonstrated that the whole
5-ft. width of main foundations belonged to the late Saxon square end. The 13th-century
squaring off of the late rzth-century Percy apse consisted of a very superficial narrow
wall built on top of the early square E. end. The plan (FIG. 58) summarizes the twelve
stages of the development of the church from the late 8th century to the 19th century.
The cemetery between the hillside and the W. wall of the church was examined.
168 burials, in three levels, were excavated. Some of the graves contained two or three
skeletons. As the latest pottery associated with these was 14th-century, they may date
from the Black Death.
On the glebe terrace N. of the churchyard T. Pearce located several periods of
occupation, the main feature being a wall running E.-W., 3 ft. thick and over 20 ft.
long, and built of roughly dressed chalk with rubble filling. This belonged to the 15th
century and could be part of the six-cruck barn of the vicarage which is mentioned in
documents.
See also p. 187 f.

D. CASTLES

ENGLAND
BEDFORDSHIRE: BEDFORD (TL 052497). D. B. Baker for Bedford Archaeological
Society and D.o.E. (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),179) excavated a ditch on the W. side
of the motte of the castle. The ditch had a stone lining on its inner bank, and must have
been filled with water. In the bottom several mangonel shots were found. The inner
bailey ditch, examined in 197 I, was traced farther E. towards the motte. On the Old
County Library site part of a gate or wall-tower had been inserted into an earlier wall,
probably the fragment of S. curtain-wall represented on Speed's map in rfiro. There
were indications of several massive buildings near the N. curtain-wall site near Rose
Yard. Part of a circular stone-lined pit may have been a large lime-kiln.
BERKSHIRE: WALLINGFORD (SU 608896). Excavation by R. D. Carr for the Architects
Benevolent Society and D.o.E. on the outer ward of the castle showed that the inner of
two defensive works encircling the original motte and bailey was thrown up in the middle
r eth century and consisted of a 2-m.-high gravel bank with timber revetting on its inner
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face. In the 13th century the ditch was deepened and the ground level of the inner
ward raised by 2 m. This heightening preserved a late rath or early 13th-century cobwalled building to a height of I ·80 m. It had external dimensions of 8· 5 by 12' 5 m. and
was divided into three rooms, all with hearths. An external door on the long side led
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into an almost square central room, which in turn led into two 3-m.-wide rooms at
either end. Lime plaster remained on two walls, and timber impressions of door-jambs
were found in the cob. There were no window openings in the walls. The nature of the
roof structure is uncertain, but it seems that it was tiled. Post-holes and I I th-century
pottery beneath the house indicate occupation before the outer ward was added, and
possibly before the motte and bailey and castle. The building is illustrated in Current
Archaeol., III, 12 (1972),318.
CORNWALL: LAUNCESTON (SX 328845). A. D. Saunders continued excavating for
D.o.E. in the SW. quarter of the bailey and behind the S. gatehouse (cf. Med. Archaeol.,
XVI (1972), 179)' An extensive 13th-century residential complex in the bailey consists of
a chamber, possibly two-storied and with associated garderobes, close to a large square
kitchen. The chamber had a fairly short life before it was partly demolished and the site
levelled. Farther W. less substantial buildings were constructed on and into the back of
the rampart, later than its last phase but earlier than the continuous stone curtain.
DEVON: OKEHAMPTON (SX 584943). R. A. Higham for D.o.E. excavated on the
motte and keep of the castle, founded before ro86 but having standing buildings of c.
1300. The motte may originally have had a more extensive ditch than the present one.
The first building on the motte was built in granite and was roughly square. The ruins
of this were later incorporated in a rectangular shale building twice its size. Stone
features at the motte edge probably represent the remains of a bridge and path ascending
the motte.
ESSEX: HADLEIGH (TQ81086I). Continued excavation by P. L. Drewett for D.o.E.
located two earlier building phases partly beneath the late 13th-century hall and solar
(cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 179, 181, fig. 52, pI. xiii, A). The three phases, all of
1230-1300, indicate rapid rebuilding because of collapses caused by slumping of the
underlying London Clay (FIG. 59). The barbican entrance built by Edward III (136070) was excavated and a well-preserved drawbridge-pit located (PL. XXVIII, B). The two
swivel sockets of the bridge remained although only one was in situ. Interim reports in
EssexJournal, VII,no. 2 (1972), and VIII, no. 3 (1973).
- - - : SAFFRON WALDEN (TL 540388). S. R. Bassett for Essex Archaeological
Society sectioned the supposed line of the bailey ditch. Irregularities in the sides
and bottom suggest that it was a quarry ditch or an unfinished defensive work and that
the bank had collapsed back into it immediately. A late r rth or early 12th-century
sherd was found in this primary collapse. See also p. 141.
HAMPSHIRE: FAREHAM, PORTCHESTER CASTLE (SU 625029). B. W. Cunliffe excavated
the rampart outside the fort and showed that it was probably built early in the 14th
century when the fort was modified as a consequence of the French raids. Inside the
fort r zth-century cess-pits were found against the S. wall. Thereafter the site was
ploughed until the 14th century when a rectangular timber building was built against
the Roman wall and a postern gate cut through it (cf. Med. Archaeol., xv (197 1), 147).
See also p. 143.
KENT: FARNINGHAM (TQ 547670). The C.I.B. Archaeological Rescue Corps discovered the site of the castle on the E. bank of the R. Darent. A flint curtain-wall, 14 ft.
wide and 50 ft. long, and on the S. a related moat, 40 ft. wide and IO ft. deep, were
found.
LINCOLNSHIRE: STAMFORD (TF 028070). Miss C. Mahany for Stamford
Archaeological Research Committee excavated in the W. part of the bailey. The site
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HADLEIGH CASTLE, ESSEX
Plan showing phases of rebuilding (p. 161)

had been extensively quarried for stone in the Saxo-Norman period and the quarries
filled with domestic rubbish and pottery of which the later sherds are likely to be middle
r zth-century. By the early 13th century stone buildings had been erected. These
consisted of a small undercroft approached by steps, and on the S. a tripartite garderobe,
8 ft. deep, in the form of a cellar with a timber floor 3 ft. above the base. The cellar was
later subdivided by the removal of the floor and the addition of a stone partition-wall.
Two grain-drying kilns, oflocal type, were also found.
LONDON: BAYNARD'S CASTLE (TQ 319808). P. Marsden for Guildhall Museum
excavated the castle which lay in the SW. part of the city of London beside the R.
Thames. Since Roman times and before the construction of the castle c. 1290 the land
beside the river had gradually been reclaimed. Waterfronts of Roman and early
medieval date lie under the castle; two early medieval timber revetments reused parts
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of timber buildings. The castle was wholly built on reclaimed land, and was extensively
rebuilt soon after 1428 and at the end of the 15th century (FIG. 60). Much of the 15thcentury waterfront and a large contemporary dock on the W. side have been revealed.
The dock basin was filled with rubbish at the end of the 15th century when Henry VII
rebuilt the castle as a royal palace. W. of the dock lay an extensive 15th-century open
service-area, traces of a late medieval stone building which may have been Legat's Inn,
and a large rfith-century culvert.
NORFOLK: CASTLE RISING (TF 665246). Further excavation by B. M. Morley for
D.o.E. (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 181) showed that the outer earthwork loops did
not join to form an earlier work before the principal ring-work was cut, and must be
interpreted in conjunction with it. On the W. the ring-work consists of a bank and ditch,
with the enclosed area filled to form a platform. The filling is 13th-century or later; the
earthwork may be contemporary or slightly earlier.
- - - : NORWICH (TG 23150852). Excavation in the basement of the castle keep
revealed wall footings. Finds include medieval pottery and a r z th-century walrus ivory
'bobbin' decorated with a lion's head at one end and a girl's head at the other (cf. ].
Beckwith, Intuition und Kunstwissenschaft, Festschrift fia Hanns Sicarzenski (Berlin, 1973),
233-6).
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: SULGRAVE.

See p. 147.

OXFORDSHIRE: ASCOTT UNDER WYCHWOOD (SP 297184). M. Aston for Oxford City
and County Museum surveyed the earthworks of this motte-and-bailey castle. While the
motte is largely built over, the bailey earthworks are very well preserved.
- - - : BANBURY. P. J. Fasham for Oxford City and County Museum excavated on
several sites within the castle. Between Castle Gardens car park and Castle Street East (SP
45754079) late Saxon material was recorded. Stone buildings of the r eth-ccntury in the
central ward were demolished and buried by gravel c. 1300. Above this were five phases of
stone and timber buildings. In Factory Street (SP 45724069) part of a r z th-century earthen
bank, perhaps part of the barbican, was found. In Castle Street (SP 45654077) three large
ditches, varying in width from 8 to 15m. and all at least 4 m. deep, were observed.
STAFFORDSHIRE: TAMWORTH (SK 208041). T. E. McNeill excavating for Tamworth
Borough Council and D.o.E. in the castle found that a third of the bailey had been
levelled in the 17th century, removing both the curtain-wall and internal buildings. Parts
of the gatehouse survived. It consisted of a single tower, pierced midway by the gate
passage and with a basement room reached by a stair in the thickness of the rear wall.
Outside, a later ashlar-faced causeway, probably 15th-century, was carried by a bridge
of coursed rubble across the inner half of the ditch. Finds from the 7-m.-deep ditch include
a door of a small silver reliquary, of an openwork design with figures in architectural
frames, parts of some seventy-five 15th-century shoes, and pottery from 1300 to 1700.
See also pp. 149 170 f.
WARWICKSHIRE: RATLEY AND UPTON (SP 381473). Excavation by F. Radcliffe and
Bishop Bright School Archaeology Club (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 183) continued
on this motte and bailey. The gap in the bailey bank was not a medieval entrance.
If there was a medieval entrance at this point, it may have been by way ofa flying bridge
from the outer lip of the bailey ditch to the top of the bank and so into the square stonefooted structure (tower ?), which was built just inside the bank and integrally with it.
The rubble and earth bailey rampart may have been timber-laced. More beam-slots
and post-holes within the bailey do not present any clear pattern. Finds in the bailey
12

I

+

"

"

'

.

:o,

F""

'.."

'or'
'",,'

'''
'"

i~

/~:
'<.>'

£-1.1.1' 16t.

'''",

i§

o,:

",,'

""'

1:

.~:

.,:

:1*;

.:z.:

;-.r:'

___ •

.4R£A

r

TOWEIt

ROV.,,~F

Sir ~

, ,

-,.:;

PIERS

----

""

"

--,

THAMES

HOLLAR'S

"~

MAP

~' I

'0

Itl,i.\"

('?::---..
10

-,

~

RIVt:R

-

~fSI'

OJ.

1"0 _ lit
It <fit

COR:'

""'J"(o'
O(.'{ .

C

<1

W.\LI.

8

,':

10

S

s rn.t

<1

,iw!

l'

T

20

i

<1

L

-'

1970-1972

IV

.

t

~!

l~:~

FIG. 60
BAYNARD'S CASTLE, LONDON
Plan showing phases ofrebuilding (p. 162 f.)

1647

."J-

i'

STREET

_________,

. .·'(R;:R~'~~~::
'---. '. ~~:=--

S£II.\lICE:

('£"'tv.1'

C[l\'T{IR)'

""A.T£R1'RO,,,_1'

15r,

::.

UPPER

R

E

.10

/) 's

~

3

,bnr ..

phasf

,hue I
,line 2

_

~

~

IiII!I

"

::

.

,,. !i

...........

-'-.

..
KEY

(.1417

sc

~

N

+

II

I

I

II

C.LAS.. P.R,V.•,

.\U:TRES

....

.

:.::

"Ier 161 h cutufy

t61" unlur)'

Htnr,. VII

uri,. 151h c:nlu,. '?10411

PROVISIONAL

huntlalio.,

>

::0
::0
><:

M

::c:

0

z

::c:

0

'-I

t:J

Z

::0

M

o-j

'"

M
t:l:l

~

M

M

'"
....t""

M

t""

OJ
,..j::..

MEDIEVAL BRITAIN IN

1972

include more fragments of gilt-bronze strip; a barrel padlock and key from the doorway
to the square building; and pottery, mainly unglazed cooking-pot, probably of the
r ath century. Sandy-fabric cooking-pot from the built-up edge of the motte suggests it
may be secondary.
YORKSHIRE, NORTH RIDING: KILTON (NZ 703176). F. A. Aberg completed the excavation of the bakehouse and SE. tower at the E. end of the castle (cf. Med. Archaeol.,
XVI (1972), 184).
- - - , WEST RIDING: SANDAL MAGNA (SE 338182). P. Mayes and K. Stubbs for
Sandal Castle Excavation Committee excavated the whole area of the inner moat (cf.
Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 184 f., fig. 54). The moat, which was contemporary with the
castle's timber phases, and the extended internal moat system of the 13th century were
both examined. A well-stratified sequence of finds include a large group of industrial
ceramics and glass of c. 1400.

SCOTLAND
ARGYLL: LISMORE, ACHANDUIN CASTLE (NM 803392). Continued excavation by D. J.
Turner for the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 185 f.)
exposed a rectangular open hearth and medieval occupation-layers in the N. quarter of
the courtyard. The inner walls of the buildings associated with these layers may have
been timber-framed. The cobbles beneath formed the top of a stony filling to a large
depression in the bedrock, beneath which was a layer associated with the construction of
the castle. A second entrance to the lower story of the SE. range was identical with that
found in 1970. All the four checked rebates of the outer opening that were still in position
had been badly damaged. The bastion-like platform outside the postern on the NW.
side of the castle showed that it was a two-period fore-building enclosing a defensive pit.
At the E. corner of the castle, foundations of a slightly projecting garderobe tower
confirm the published plan but correct the dimensions (D. MacGibbon and T. Ross, The
Castellated and Domestic Architecture of Scotland (1889), III, fig. 34). Eight coins were found.
In a rubbish-deposit near the bottom of the postern bridge-pit, a penny of Edward II
was associated with several sherds of a large, thin-walled, hand-made vessel with an
everted neck and a rim decorated with small stab-marks. The coins imply that the
castle was not completed until the late 13th or early 14th century and that it was abandoned by the middle 15th century. Documentary evidence, however, indicates occupation as late as 1453, while a date as late as c. 1500 has been suggested for a brooch and
knife recovered in 1970.
BERWICKSHIRE: FAST CASTLE (NT 86 I 710). Excavation by E. Robertson for East of
Scotland Archaeological Association in the lower courtyard area (cf. D. MacGibbon
and T. Ross, The Castellated and Domestic Architecture of Scotland (1889), III, 222) revealed
stone walls with associated paving relating to the structure in the early courtyard.
Pottery, nails and bones were recorded and the coins, including a rare Crossraguel
farthing, indicate occupation in the early rfith century.
RENFREWSHIRE: PAISLEY (NS 475632). Excavation at Castlehead, a possible ringwork castle, by E. J. Talbot for Paisley Museum revealed a little late medieval pottery.

WALES
FLINTSHIRE: FLINT

(S] 247734). Excavation by T. ]. Miles for D.o.E. under the

r Sth-century jail revealed large medieval timber buildings (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI
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(1972),186). At the junction of the inner bailey curtain with the SW. tower the moat
was flat-bottomed and had a maximum depth of 8 ft. below present turflevel. The unweathered lower courses of the tower and curtain preserved pairs of masons' marks on
nearly every stone. Medieval timber and leather were recovered. Examination of the
gatehouse between the outer bailey and the town showed that two small towers stood
behind the line of the outer bailey curtain, while a larger tower stood forward of this line
above an entrance passage.
MONMOUTHSHIRE: SKENFRITH (SO 457202). Excavation by]. K. Knight for D.o.E.
revealed the hitherto elusive initial period of the castle, before it was rebuilt in stone by
Hubert de Burgh in 1219-32. After znd to 3rd-century Roman iron-working, a flatbottomed ditch 6 m. wide and 1·9 m. deep was dug on a SW.-NE. alignment across the
centre of {he later bailey. This had entirely silted up before the adjacent round keep and
its associated mound were built. Its lower filling contained a large group of distinctive
cooking-pots with heavy flat-topped rims, and a few sherds of glazed tripod pitcher; its
NW. slope was covered by a sloping timber revetment resting on a vertical 'toe' of posts.
Partially over the silted ditch was the deep N.-S. foundation of herring-bone masonry
found by O. E. Craster (Archaeol. Cambrensis, CXVI (1967), 133). This appears to turn W.
near the present water-gate steps and its shallower foundation for a short distance at
this end may indicate a buttress. Like a scalloped r zth-ccntury sandstone capital found
in the topsoil, it may be related to the work carried out under Ralph of Grosmont in
1186-90, and both wall and capital perhaps belong to a keep or hall-keep, making
Skenfrith similar to White Castle and Grosmont.
MONTGOMERYSHIRE: HEN DOMEN (SO 214980). P. A. Barker excavating for the castles
research project of the Royal Archaeological Institute on this motte-and-bailey castle
(cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 186) showed that the NE. sector of the bailey was not
excavated fully in 1970 and 1971, so that buildings of the last period were not then
distinguished. There were probably two buildings of this period, one of which was
approached from the bailey by a rough flight of steps consisting of large pebbles and
small boulders. Behind the rampart large pebble-packed post-holes, which were the
latest structural evidence at this point, appeared to run under the later buildings
described above, and imply that some areas of the bailey were without buildings in the
last phase. At the W. end of the excavation damp marks and the deep timber-slots
excavated in 1961-64 indicate a very large two-story guard-house or fore-building standing at the foot of the earliest motte bridges. This suggests internal buildings of considerable height.

E. TOWNS

ENGLAND
CHESHIRE: CHESTER. P. Davey for Grosvenor Museum exposed in Foregate Street
(S] 40726634) a short length of the city wall and an adjoining part of the N. tower of
the Eastgate, both of which were demolished in 1768. On the site of the Northgate
Brewery (S] 40376665) the cellars of a 14th-century building and other stone foundations
and post-hole structures associated with clay floors were found. Finds include much
pottery as well as coins, jettons, iron and bronzework. A stone mould for casting
brooches and brooch pins and a clay mould for making bronze rings were also found.
DERBYSHIRE: DERBY (SK 35323640). R. Hall for Derby Museum excavated pits of
the late r r th century onwards and a stone-lined well of c. 1500 in Full Street. They produced pottery, a ring-headed pin and a bronze bowl of c. 1200. Wood, leather and textile
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remains were found in the well. There was only one indication of a building or possibly
a property-division. The site will be published in Derbyshire Archaeol. J., XCI (1971).
- - - : - - - , LITTLE CHESTER. See p. 138.
DURHAM: HARTLEPOOL.]. Hinchcliffe for University of Durham excavated on three
sites. At Church Walk the stone foundations of a substantial late medieval house, one
of whose rooms had a tiled floor and brick fireplace, was found. Associated with the
house was a cobbled yard and a stone-lined well. This house replaced an earlier rectangular stone-built structure and a timber building on stone sills associated with I3thcentury pottery. The late medieval house and yard sealed an earlier medieval cemetery.
At Southgate the frontages of two adjacent 14th-century structures were located. They
lay above a substantial sea-wall. At Durham Street one inhumation was found S. of St.
Helen's Chapel.
ESSEX: CHELMSFORD. P.]. Drury excavating for Chelmsford Excavation Committee
at nos. 59-65 High Street (TL 710066) discovered that the plots, c. 12'7 m. (2! rods)
wide, into which the the land was divided, were originally delineated by gullies. After
some natural silting two plots were developed as one, and a three-bay hall, c. 15 by 7 m.
and with aisles c. I' 25 m. wide, was constructed in the 13th century. The building was
later enlarged by wings at the rear. In the 14th century the site was redeveloped in two
units. On the N. r qth-ccntury basements had destroyed all levels after the 13th century
but sufficient remained of the other unit to show that the inn of]ohn Wymond, known
from documentary sources, measured c. I I by 7 m. overall. It was of three unequal bays
and the central bay, c. 2' 5 m. wide, was probably a cart-way. In the 15th century this
building was rebuilt using coursed tile walls under timber sills. At no. 191 Moulsham
Street (TL 708064) a three-bay timber building was constructed on the street frontage in
the 13th century.
- - - : COLCHESTER (TL 997251). P. Crummy for Colchester Excavation Committee nearly completed (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),187) the excavation ofa medieval
house at the junction of Lion Walk and Culver Street. The N. wall of the earliest (I2thcentury?) block (FIG. 61), probably with a working- or storage-area on the ground floor,
still survived to a height of 2·8 m. In this were the remains of two probably semicircular
arches and an inserted two-centre one. Traces of two doorways were found in the base
of the S. wall. Two rooms were later added on the S. side. In the late medieval period
the S. part of the house was rebuilt, using a timber-framed superstructure on narrow
mortared sills. The W. room on the S. side had a tiled floor in situ probably of the late
15th or early r Sth century. Four early medieval lime-pits, lime-kilns of the 13th
or 14th century, and a 14th or 15th-century bastion were found. The small finds are in
Colchester and Essex Museum. See also p. 140.
- - - : MALDON (TL 851070). S. R. Bassett for Essex Archaeological Society
excavated an r r th-century hall, 10 by 6 m., at nos. 62-64 High Street. At its rear lay a
detached group of kitchen and ancillary buildings in a large courtyard. Massive squared
timber posts supported the main weight of the roof, which was carried down to less
substantial external timbers. In the r zth century, rooms were added to form wings at
either end of the rear of the hall, the W. wing was extended, and a new entry made at
the back. The buildings were dismantled in the later 13th century. Their replacement
suggests a general economic decline-a flimsy timber-framed structure was set on thin
strips of clay only and floored with poorly repaired gravel. Its plan was that of a limited
cross-wing hall-house, with a through passage between wing and central ground-floor
chamber. The earlier kitchen area was repaired and a new tile hearth inserted; a
restricted and poorly maintained courtyard, a garden and an orchard made up the
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remainder. Late in the 15th century most of the frontage was destroyed by burning;
the rest was immediately demolished. See also p. 140 f.
- - - : SAFFRON WALDEN.

See p. 14I.

HAMPSHIRE: WINCHESTER. At St. Paul's Church (SU 476299) a r zth-century bank and
ditch that formed part of a suburban defensive system were found. In Victoria Road
(SU 48°3°0) K. Qualmann excavated the chalk foundations of a rectangular, tworoomed structure built between 1250 and 1300. See also p. 154.
HUNTINGDONSHIRE: GODMANCHESTER (TL 246705). H. ]. M. Green excavated for
Cambridge Antiquarian Society and D.o.£. in St. Ann's Lane on the line of Ermine Street.
During the I I th and rath centuries a timber-framed building (house VI) straddled the
crown of the abandoned road. At the W. end of the building was a group of shallow pits.
In the 13th and 14th centuries the site of the building was covered by rubbish-pits.
KENT: CANTERBURY. In St. Radigund's Street (TR 149583) foundations of the city wall
were of coursed chalk blocks, set in yellow mortar, filled with flints and supported by
wooden piles. In the same street (TR 152583) another part of the wall standing 3 ft.
high was made of coursed flint and chalk, set in yellow mortar. In the High Street (TR
149578) the construction of an annex to the County Hotel revealed medieval IO-ft.-high
walls of coursed flints in yellow mortar. See also pp. 144, 155.
- - - : TONBRIDGE (TQ59I468).]. H. Money excavating for D.o.E. on the town
defences revealed a clay bank c. 10 m. wide and standing c. 4' 5 m. high without revetment. A shallow ditch, c. 6 m. wide and 2' 5 m. deep, lay outside. The presence of more
material in the bank than could have been excavated from the ditch suggests that the
defences may be contemporary with the diversion of the river, probably in the middle
13th century. The suggested position of the medieval gate, adjacent to High Street, was
also excavated and the front face of the bank was located; there was no evidence of the
gate, which presumably lies under the present road.
LINCOLNSHIRE: LINCOLN. Miss C. Colyer excavated for Lincoln Archaeological
Trust on several sites. At Flaxengate, Grantham Street (SK 977715) the earlier alignment
of Flaxengate, and the street frontages of Grantham Street and Flaxengate were
revealed. The houses were stone-built with internal clay floors and external cobbled
yards. At Lucy Tower Street (SK 972712) excavations have revealed a section of the city
wall and the Lucy Tower. The site was reclaimed from marsh in the r zth century and
the wall was constructed on several layers of twigs and reeds laid horizontally. The wall
was 7 ft. wide and built of well-mortared ashlar blocks on foundations of pitched
limestone and timber piles. The pottery indicates that the medieval defences were
constructed here by the middle 13th century. The Lucy Tower was contemporary with
the city wall, but its foundations were made more substantial by the additions of large
timbers laid horizontally. The tower was subsequently repaired in brick and small stone
chambers were inserted into the interior. Much leather was found. At The Park (SK
973714) the lower W. gate had ceased to function soon after the conquest. Rubbishpits containing Saxe-Norman pottery impinged on the road surfaces inside the gate, and
the back of the ga te- tower was robbed at the end of the rzth century.
NORFOLK: NORWICH. A. Carter and]. P. Roberts excavated for Norwich Survey on
two sites. At Bishopsgate (north) (TG 2354°915) a suggested ditch around the lothcentury town proved to be a line of pits containing nothing earlier than the rath century.
N. (riverwards) of the pits an r r th-century house and a bronze smithy, covered by later
courtyard levels, were found. Sherds ofBadorfrelief-band amphorae were found, but no
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I pswich ware, reinforcing the impression that the centre of the middle Saxon settlement
was around the N. end of Tombland. At Westwick Street (north) (TG 22750883) occupation began in the early 13th century, when pressure of population led to expansion onto
the river marshes. Cob-walled houses were replaced by two major late 13th-century
houses separated by an alley and a row of artisans' cottages. The W. tenement had a
two-furnaced dye-house of several periods at the N. (river) end. This, together with lead
vessels and cloth-working tools, was left by Reginald Cobbe to his wife in his will of 1373.
It was a prosperous area from the 13th to the 15th century, being the property of John
Welles, three times mayor between 1476 and 1495. This is not reflected in the archaeological finds, because the well-made floors were evidently regularly cleaned.
--~: - - - (TG 23050863). Excavation for rebuilding Garland's store in
London Street revealed late Saxon to post-conquest occupation. Finds include Thetford
ware, with some wasters presumably associated with the Pottergate kilns, and a hoard
of about eleven silver pennies of William I (type I (1066-68), from Norwich, Thetford,
and Cambridge mints).
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: NEWARK (SK 800539)' At the town hall, Lombard Street, M. Todd
for the University of Nottingham excavated the S. town defences. They consisted of an
earth rampart of the 13th century which was later surmounted by a wall of the later 13th
or 14th century. No trace of a later Saxon rampart was found.
- - - - : NOTTINGHAM (SK 579399). C. S. B. Young for City Museum and D.o.E.
excavated in the NE. corner of the pre-conquest burh between Woolpack Lane and Barker
Gate (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),189 f.). On Barker Gate no trace of structures survived, but partial plans were recovered of four periods of building on Woolpack Lane,
the earliest being a slight, undatable structure of wattle-and-daub, followed by three
more substantial timber buildings of the loth or r r th, the i z th and the 13th centuries
respectively. The yard behind the buildings, while much disturbed by 13th-century
activity, yielded a range of pottery consistent with the dates of the three later structures.
There was little sign of industrial activity at any period; the only domestic feature earlier
than the 13th century was a small Saxo-Norman corn-drying kiln. Apart from rubbishpits the main 13th-century features were a rock-cut undercroft set back from both street
frontages, and a large corn- or malt-drying kiln which may have been contemporary with
it. See also p. 147 f.
OXFORDSHIRE: OXFORD. T. G. Hassall for Oxford Archaeological Excavation
Committee and D.o.E. has examined the following:
I. Nos. 1-4 Castle Street (SP 512061). Pottery from nearly a hundred rubbish-pits and
another longitudinal section through the street (cf. Med. Archaeol., xv (197 I), 155).
2. New Inn Court (SP 5 I 306 I). On the site of Hinxey Hall traces of a late medieval
building which sealed earlier pits and post-holes.
3. No. 32 St. Michael's Street (SP 511063). Footings of the second bastion on the N.
part of the town wall, standing 4 m. high, and the berm and lip of the city ditch.
See also p. 148.
SHROPSHIRE: SHREWSBURY. The dismantling of Pride Hill Chambers revealed the
substantial stone walls of a 14th-century house built against the 13th-century stone town
wall. G. Toms for Dio.E. excavated a continuous series of rubbish-deposits from the 14th
century onwards in the courtyard. Finds include stone and clay roof-tiles, plain and
decorated floor-tiles, window-tracery, most of a stoup with embossed shield decorations,
and a bread oven. See also p. 149.
STAFFORDSHIRE: TAMWORTH

(SK 205041). K. W. Sheridan excavating for Tam-
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worth Archaeological and Historical Committee in OrchardStreet above the pre-conquest
layers (p. 149) found two cobbled surfaces of rsth to 13th-century date associated with
two timber barn-like structures. The larger of these rested on stone sills set into the
cobbles, while the other was of post-hole construction. Finds include an early I3thcentury prick-spur. See also p. 163.
WARWICKSHIRE: COVENTRY (SP 340791). B. Hobley for Coventry Museum excavated a I r o-m.vlong section of the town wall on both sides and revealed material from the
r zth to the I7th century. The first defences were a ditch and earth rampart of the r z th
century.
- - - : WARWICK (SP 280651). E. Klingelhofer excavating for Warwick Museum
and D.o.E. in Barrack Street on the line of the town ditch which was 25 ft. wide and 15 ft.
deep found nothing earlier than the rzth century. It may represent a Norman expansion
of the Saxon burh. A robber-trench on the inside lip corroborates documentary evidence
for the town wall in the 14th century. The distribution ofwells and cess-pits and rubbishpits has partially revealed the layout of the medieval suburban settlement, although the
house plans had been destroyed.
YORKSHIRE, EAST RIDING: HEDON. H. A. W. Burl for Kingston-on-Hull College of
Education excavated two sites to locate the east haven of this medieval port. The first
at Thorne Road (TA 192283) produced much local medieval pottery and the site of a
fire, but no traces of structures. On the second at Magdalen Lane (TA 192287), N.
of the former St. Nicolas Church, several banks were examined. The N. bank, apparently
of one phase, is later than the middle 13th century. The E. bank has several phases of
construction and the pottery indicates a medieval origin. There was no evidence of the
east haven from either excavation. The finds will be deposited in Hull Museums.
- - - - - - : KINGSTON UPON HULL (TA IOI02848). Four medieval properties in
High Street were investigated, in advance of development, by P. Armstrong for Hull
Museums (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 191). There was no occupation on the site
earlier than c. 1300 at which date a levelling raft of clay was placed on top of the natural
marshy ground in preparation for the first building.
I. A 14th-century brick tower on battered brick foundations with eight steps of the
internal spiral staircase surviving was incorporated into a later house of brick and remained in use until c. 1600.
2. A two-phase two-roomed timber-framed house, c. 40 ft. sq., with stone, brick and
cobble foundations, supported by a central post and with floors of flint and pebble and
hearths of tile and brick, was subdivided into two single-roomed houses of simpler style
in the middle 14th century.
3 and 4. Two properties of like construction and size, c. 60 by 20 ft., were revealed
in partial ground plan only. Their adjacent and contiguous walls, 18 in. thick, were of
stone on chalk foundations sunk 3 ft. into the ground.
The excavations are published in Kingston Upon Hull Mus. Bull., no. 10 (July 1973).
- - - , WEST RIDING: HALIFAX.]. A. Gilks continued excavation for West Riding
Archaeological Research Committee and Tolson Memorial Museum at Goal Lane and
on two other sites. A plan is included (FIG. 62) of the houses excavated in Goal Lane
(SE 095253) from 1970-1972 (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 191). The final phase of
house VIII measured IO by 3 m. internally, with a small subsidiary room (iv) on the W.
side. The house was divided into two rooms (i and iii) by a stone stair-base and each
room was floored with crushed sandstone and gravel. Below and N. of the stair-base was
a paved area probably belonging to the house of period II. Much 13th and 14th-century
quartz-tempered pottery was found above the floors. Parts of the W. and N. walls were
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destroyed in the early rfith century when a cellar was cut, the filling of which contained
animal bones and horns, and pottery including Cistercian ware. At nos. 22-24 Wade Street
(SE 09502533) foundations of a rectangular building (house IX) were revealed. The
walls of sandstone rubble were 35 em. wide and set in a shallow foundation-trench IO
em. deep. Finds include late 13th to early 14th-century East Pennine gritty ware. At
Lower George Yard (SE °9482524) a house of period II was excavated. Its walls were of
sandstone rubble and its floor of crushed sandstone and gravel, which had late 13th to
early 14th-century East Pennine gritty ware above it. In the late 15th or early rfith
century a large stone house was erected over the earlier one. It had two rooms with
floors of beaten earth, above which there was late 15th to early rfith-century pottery
including Cistercian ware.
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- - - : YORK. P. Addyman for York Archaeological Trust investigated various
topographical points about the development of York. Outside Monk Bar (SE 607523) all
traces of the Norman church of St. Maurice had been destroyed in 1874. The adjacent
suburb of Newbiggin had survived, however, and 13th and 14th-century timber buildings were found near the street front of Lord Mayor's Walk. They were set on a layer of
clay, below which were r zth-century deposits.
At Skeldergate (SE 6035 I 3) on the site of a recently destroyed 17th-century warehouse it was shown that the present river wall of 1305 was linked to a similar wall some
I m. wide and 4 .5 m. high, running parallel to it. The walls were founded on huge trunks
apparently sunk into the late 13th-century river-bed. The space between the walls was
filled with sand and the area between the walls and Skeldergate was similarly levelled.
A sequence of late medieval and later warehouses was built in this area which became
the heart of the port of York. The excavation has provided a significant clue to the date
and early topography of the entire riverside.
Investigation of the site of St. Mary's hospital at Union Terrace, outside the N. corner
of the walled city, revealed a substantial late r eth-century limestone building with
clasping buttresses, perhaps a church, which had been extended and altered in the 13th
century, probably by Carmelites whose first priory stood here between c. 1250 and 1300.
The hospital, founded in 1318, took over part of the earlier buildings, and it seems
likely that the E. end of the church continued in use as a chapel until Tudor times.
Most of the other buildings were successively replaced, until in the late medieval period
the complex included a large rectangular building, presumably a hall, with contiguous
smaller buildings, including domestic accommodation with a range of latrines, a cellar,
and a kitchen with oven, hearth, drains and a stone-lined well. Another well, probably of
the 14th century, was lined with barrels set end-in-end. After 1556 the hospital was
taken over by St. Peter's School. It finally went out of use in the middle 17th century
after Civil War damage.
See also p. 151.

IRELAND
DUBLIN: CITY OF DUBLIN.

See p. 151 f.

WALES
FLINTSHIRE: RHUDDLAN (SJ 023783). Mrs. Henrietta Miles excavated on the assumed
E. side of the Edwardian town defences (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 192) and, instead
of finding the expected bank and ditch, found a light palisade of medieval date. Several
phases of occupation earlier than the defences were found.
MONMOUTHSHIRE: ABERGAVENNY (SO 298 141). P. J. Ashmore excavating behind the
medieval town walls revealed a large stone-based house sealed by medieval pits, which
were themselves sealed by a late 15th-century courtyard.
- - - : CHEPSTOW (ST 533939). Excavation by R. Shoesmith for D.o.E. revealed
occupation-levels of c. 1"200 and earlier than the town wall. Although there were only
slight signs of foundation-trenches for the wall and bastion, the lower part of both
was of rough uncoursed masonry bearing little resemblance to the finer work above.
There was no sign of a ditch.
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F. ROYAL PALACES
LONDON: WESTMINSTER (TQ 303796). B. K. Davison for D.o.E. recovered information at New Palace Yard which indicates that in the 1090S the yard itself, and part at least
of Westminster Hall, were built on former marshland at the edge of Thorney Island,
rather than on the eyot itself. In succeeding centuries, the yard was resurfaced regularly,
and traces of timber buildings were noted which were presumably those erected from
time to time for coronations. One of the original carved facing stones of the late 14thcentury front of Westminster Hall was found.

G. MANORS AND MOATS
ENGLAND

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: FULMER (SU 99368623). M. E. Farley for Buckinghamshire
County Museum and D.o.E. excavated a large 13th-century hall of three bays with flint
footings and a central pitched tile hearth. The hall was later extended at one end and a
dividing-wall was inserted. The hall and other buildings had tiled roofs. Small finds
include knives, a stone mortar, and bronze buckles.
CORNWALL: JACOBSTOW, BURY COURT (SX 294974). Further work by G. Beresford
for Cornwall Archaeological Society (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972),193) showed that the
W. range of buildings, comprising the kitchen and lodgings, were built at the same time
as the ground-floor hall and service-wing. Remains of timber structures, associated with
the ring-work and earlier periods of occupation, were found. Lines of post-holes indicate
that they were substantial structures. A building, 18 by 12 ft., with a sunken floor and
hearth was found in the E. corner of the site.
DORSET: OWERMOIGNE (SY 772857). P. R. Walker for Dorset Natural History and
Archaeological Society and D.o.E. at Moigne Court (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 193)
concentrated on two platforms amongst earthworks within a ditched enclosure associated
with the moated manor house. On one a building, c. 36 by 8 m., had limestone walls that
were almost totally robbed and a chalk floor. There was evidence of internal wooden
partitions and at least two entrances on the N. side. The finds suggest that the building
was a cow-shed or stable. On the second platform there was a building at right angles to
the first with a cobbled yard between the two. This building measured 27 by 7 m., and
was divided into at least three rooms; its stone walls had been robbed. The finds,
including 15th-century door-keys and a rfith or 17th-century bronze stirrup, suggest that
the building may have been the main living-house of a yeoman farmer.
ESSEX: HAVERING, PIRGO PARK (TQ521939). In further investigation (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 194) by E. and J. Sellers for Essex Archaeological Society and
D.o.E. brick buildings of various periods and a sinuous arched brick sewer were observed.
Finds were few except for some r eth and 13th-century sherds. Documentary evidence
shows that the site was occupied before 1490.
HAMPSHIRE: FACCOMBE, NETHERTON (SU 374575). Further excavation by J. Fairbrother for City of London Archaeological Society (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 194)
was carried out N. of the 14th to 15th-century manor house. Flint walls that were used as
outbuildings during the 14th century proved to be the remains of the 13th-century
manorial hall. A wing to the N. linked the hall to a flint-lined garderobe. The finds from
this include a face-on-front jug, two large storage cisterns, a curfew and a dripping dish.
Beneath the 13th-century hall and almost on the same alignment were the post-holes of
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a r arh-century aisled timber hall and beneath the 13th-century garderobe was an
unlined r zth-century one. A complete single-edged bone comb was found in the bottom
of this and many animal bones were found in the rubbish-layers above. In these layers a
copper alloy bowl, 20 cm. diam. and 5 em. deep, was also found. These remains were
probably left by a hunting party in the early 13th century. A twisted gold wire finger-ring
was found in the yard.
KENT: EDENBRIDGE (TQ 42434726). The site of Brown's Manor was planned by
Edenbridge and District Historical Society during its destruction by bull-dozing.
It is recorded as early as the 13th century and was of sub-rectangular shape and
protected by a substantial moat. The internal measurements are 120 by 150 ft. with the
moat about 15 to 25 ft. wide and 5 ft. deep. A plan appears in Kent Archaeol. Review,
no. 32 (1973),35.
LEICESTERSHIRE: HOLYOAKS (SP 845957). Excavation by Mrs. G. M. Brown for
D.o.E. revealed a late 13th-century manor house of the first-floor-hall type. At the SW.
corner there was a garderobe and at the NE. corner the base of a spiral staircase. A
roasting hearth occupied a large part of the N. wall of the solar. A large medieval village
site was located E. of the manor. Tudor blacksmiths' workshops and iron-smelting ovens
layover the manor site.
- - - : SOUTH CROXTON (SK 692104). T. Pearce for Leicester City Museum and
D.o.E. excavated on two sides of this moated site. The moat was shallow with no evidence
of recutting. No structures were found but two cobbled roads were excavated.
MIDDLESEX: NORTHOLT (TQ 132841). R. G. Lancaster continued excavation of the
NW. perimeter of the moated site (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 194 f.). This revealed
some pits dating from the r r th to the 13th century and another section of the 13thcentury drainage ditch which now appears to run into a sump. Before the middle of the
14th century piles of clay and building material were dumped on the site and sealed by
redeposited clay from the second moat (c. 1350).
OXFORDSHIRE: BECKLEY (SP 577120). A field survey of the remains of this royal
park and manor house (ef. H. M. Colvin, History of the King's Works, II, 898) was carried
out by the Field Department of Oxford City and County Museum. The central island
is surrounded by three lines of ditches, the outermost of which is smaller and less continuous than the others. The inner moat surrounding the site of the medieval buildings
is much deeper and wider than the middle moat. The SW. side of the inner moat was
filled in and partly covered by the building of the present Park Farm House c. 1540.

- - - . Two previously unrecognized moated sites have been recorded by Oxford
University Archaeological Society during field surveys. One is around Reynold's Farm,
CASSINGTON (SP 455105) and the other at Barley Park Farm, DUCKLINGTON (SP 348068).
STAFFORDSHIRE: WALSALL (SP 001985). S. Claxton and S. Wrathmell excavated for
Walsall Local History Society on this manor site. A line of closely-set post-holes in the
front of the bank may represent a perimeter fence. The main structural remains were
part of a kitchen range with floors, robbed walls and an oven. There is a plan of the site
in West Midlands Archaeol. News Sheet, xv (1972), fig. 7.
SUSSEX:MAYFIELD (TQ617168). D. Martin for Robertsbridge and District Archaeological Society excavated on a r oo-ft.ssq. moat in Hawksden Park Wood. On the N. side
of the moat there was very heavy silting. Close to the inner bank courses of slating lying
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as they had fallen from the roof suggest that the rafters must have slipped, complete with
their coverings.
- - - : STRETHAM (TQ 201137). Continued excavation by A. Barr-Hamilton for
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 196) revealed
the possible N. wall of the S. wing of the principal timber-framed house (building E).
Window-glass and lead was found. The wall was constructed of water-worn flints and
appeared to be under building C. This measured 62 by 43 ft. and sherds of 15th to rfithcentury pottery were found above it.
- - - : TICEHURST (TQ 716285). R. Dumbreck excavated on a square moat at
Boarzell. The line of a 2i-ft. -thick masonry curtain-wall with ashlar facing was discovered
near the E. side of the moat. There appeared to be a buttress on its E. side towards the
N. end of the enclosure, whilst the dry-stone walls of a timber building lay on the W.
Finds include 14th to 15th-century pottery.

WORCESTERSHIRE; BEOLEY (SP 069682). M. Wise and C. Medley for Redditch New
Town Archaeological Committee and D.o.E. (cf. Med. Archaeol., xv (1971), 168, and XVI
(1972), 196) concentrated on the N. arm of the moat, the gateway and bridge area, and
the SE. corner of the island. The moat is 7 m. wide. Remains of an inner wall to it have
now been found on all sides of the island; building material in it suggests that it was not
built before the early r Gth century. This perimeter wall is keyed into the rectangular
abutment of the bridge and causeway structure of which three courses of ashlar remain.
The abutment protrudes 3 m. into the moat and is 4' 5 m. wide. A section across the
moat shows a major destruction level shortly after the rebuilding in the rfith century.
Inside the wall and near the bridge discarded timbers with mortise and tenon joints
were found. The SE. corner of the island revealed a complicated stratigraphy including
two massive post-holes at the bottom of the bank, which may represent occupation
earlier than the moat.
YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING; HALIFAX, OVENDEN (SE 083268). J. A. Gilks completed
excavation for Tolson Memorial Museum and West Riding Archaeological Research
Committee after the demolition of the central hall. Three successive medieval building
phases were identified; these follow the phases given in Med. Archaeol., xv (1971), 168 f.
I. Clay-packed post-holes and isolated patches of sandstone rubble with sherds of
East Pennine gritty ware may belong to the early 14th century.
2. A late 14th-century three-bay aisled hall, aligned NE.-SW., had sill walls of
coursed rubble and timber aisle-posts set on sandstone blocks. In the centre of the
second bay was a clay hearth with a beam-slot on its SE. side which was probably the
seating for a timber and clay smoke-hood. In the aisle, on the SE. side of the third bay,
was a cess-pit containing sherds oflate 14th and early 15th-century date. The roof truss,
of king-post type, had a complete set of common rafters resting on purlins which were
recessed into the sides of the principal rafters; the latter members were tenoned into the
enlarged heads of the king-posts which supported the ridge-piece and curved ridgebraces.
3. Early in the 15th century the SE. bay of the hall was demolished and two timberframed cross-wings added. Nothing remained of the NE. wing and only the central truss
and part of the NE. wall of the SW. wing survived. At about this time a curved timber
canopy was inserted at the SW. end of the two-bay hall and the floor of the hall resurfaced with yellow clay. The hearth was below the soffit of the tie-beam of the central
truss which spanned the hall, and mortise holes in the common rafters above indicated
the presence of a smoke-hood or louver.
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WALES
MONMOUTHSHIRE: MERTHYRGERYN GRANGE (ST 427884). L. N. Parkes and]. and P.
Webster excavated near Upper Grange Farm and revealed a building, c. 9'5 by 19'5
m., of dry-stone construction with an earth floor. It was roofed with stone tiles capped by
green-glazed ridge-tiles of the 14th or 15th century. The building was part of a range
which formed one side of the medieval grange. 13th-century pottery was recovered from
one structure in this range. Two gatehouses, one of stone and the other of wood, were
examined at the N. end of the enclosure.

H. FARMS AND SMALLER DOMESTIC BUILDINGS
ENGLAND
CORNWALL: FOWEY. Mrs. Way, for Cornwall Archaeological Society, discovered,
and R.C.H.M. (England) recorded, two late medieval roofs above Frenchman's Creek
Caji, Town Quay. One is of arch-braced type and is the first of its kind to be found in
Cornwall.
DEVON: HARTLAND. Fieldwork on vernacular buildings in the parish by N. W.
Alcock revealed that extensive rebuilding had taken place in the r Sth century. However,
two late medieval farmhouses were located.
I. Long Furlong (SS 255264) has a lower-end solar, a type of plan not previously
found in Devon in three-room houses. The upper end contains a small room adjoining
the hall, which with the cross-passage is roofed by two arch-braced raised cruck trusses.
The lower end has an inserted ground-floor fireplace (I 7th-century) but, on the first
floor, the solar retains its corbelled fireplace with two crude lamp brackets. A narrow
wing off the solar contains a garderobe, which has the chute walled off on the ground
floor and washed through by a stream. This is the first such small wing (cf. Trans.
DevonshireAssoc., C (1968), 23) where a definite use can be assigned.
2. Gorvin (SS 290l97) has a straightforward three-room and cross-passage plan. Its
most significant feature is the roof of very shallow pitch (28°, cf. a standard 53° at Long
Furlong), of chamfered principals, 3 in. by 6 in. deep, with butt-jointed purlins. This
was clearly for the small local slates, which it still retains, and is the first structural
evidence for their early use in Devon.
ESSEX: ROMFORD (TQ 512889). M. R. Airs for the Historic Buildings Division of
Department of Architecture and Design of G.L.C. surveyed the timber-framed Golden
Lion Inn, High Street, and revealed a galleried range along the N. side of the courtyard. It
is jettied on both sides, and the courtyard side contains the gallery from which the
individual rooms were entered. Two, three-light, unglazed, wooden windows with
pierced spandrels survive, facing onto the gallery. The through-purlin roof is composed
of arch-braced tie-beams with simple collars and the range probably dates from the 15th
century.
MIDDLESEX: COWLEY (TQ 054824)' At The Old Cottage, Cowley Road, M. R. Airs for
the Historic Buildings Division of Department of Architecture and Design of G.L.C.
found that there was a small three-bay 'Wealden' house. The timber framing is of
quadrilateral panels without bracing. The tiled roofis half-hipped at both ends and there
is an inserted stack at the S. end of the hall bay. The 'wings' are jettied only on the E.
front, but after the later flooring of the hall, the jetty runs all along the front.
- - - : HEADSTONE (TQ 141897). Investigation of Headstone Manor by M. R. Airs
for the Historic Buildings Division of Department of Architecture and Design of G.L.C.
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(cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 198) has revealed the original aisled hall with a crownpost roof and a contemporary two-storied cross-wing on the N. Only one bay of the hall
survives, but the wing is basically intact. The structure has been provisionally dated
late 14th century, when the archbishop of Canterbury moved his Middlesex residence
from Sudbury to Headstone.
OXFORDSHIRE: BURFORD (SP 252123). M. Laithwaite examined Bristol House, High
Street, and showed that it was a town house of 'contracted plan' (for the type cf. Med.
Archaeol., VI-VII (1962-3), 203, 215)' The range (c. 24 ft. frontage) lay parallel to the
street and comprised a hall open at one end but with the original upper chamber at the
other. There was no smoke blackening in the roof, but there was some evidence for an
original wooden chimney. There was no sign of an original cross-passage.
- - - : STANTON HARCOURT (SP 420061). At Lower Farmjarmhouse, Sutton, pottery
ranging from the early r eth to the late 13th centuries was found with traces of earlier
floor levels up to I m. below the latest stone kitchen floor. Most of the earlier floor levels
were of beaten earth and one still had traces of its original rush covering. Rough wall
foundations were also observed together with lines of post-holes. Finds include a bone
pin and a hone.
YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING: HALIFAX, OVENDEN WOOD (SE 068264). Long Can, a
timber-framed aisled hall of the late 14th to early 15th century, was recorded by]. A.
Gilks for Tolson Memorial Museum and West Riding Archaeological Research Committee. The house comprises the remains of a two-bay open hall with a service-bay at
the E. end with a chamber above, which was open to the roof. One complete truss, with
posts set on single sandstone blocks, survives at the E. end of the hall; between the tiebeam and middle rail are vertical studs with clay and straw filling. The N. wall is also of
vertical studding between the arcade plate and middle rail, and evidence of contemporary studding is indicated on the S. side by peg-holes in the arcade-plate. The ridgepiece is recessed into the enlarged head of the king-post and had originally been secured
by ridge-braces. Between the king-post and the tie-beam are broad diagonal studs
covered with oak laths and plastered with brown clay. The house was encased in stone
in the first half of the 17th century.
- - - , - - - : SHELLY WOODHOUSE (SE 218108). A 15th-century aisled hall was
recorded by R.C.H.M. It consisted of a service-bay, a two-bay hall and a solar bay,
almost entirely removed by a 17th-century cross-wing. The apparent remains of the
screen survived and evidence was found for a coved canopy over a dais flanked by a
low side-screen on the aisle side. The frame and rafters are to be re-erected at the Avoncroft Museum, Worcestershire.

WALES
PEMBROKESHIRE: ST. DAVIDS, PWLLCAEROG (SM 786302). Examination by R. C.
Perry and]. W. Tonkin of the W. end of the house, now used as an outbuilding, revealed
in the W. wall a two-light window cut out of one piece of wood. Each light measures c.
13t by 4 in. This window is reminiscent of one at Dizzard, Cornwall (cf.]. R. Allen,
Archaeol.Cambrensis, II (1902),1-24). In the N. wall is a small, very worn, soft sandstone
window which may well be of a similar date. There are the remains of two jointed cruck
trusses, probably later than the windows.
- - - : TENBY

(SN 135004). An examination of the roof of Tudor Merchant's House
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by R. C. Perry and]. W. Tonkin showed it to be of four upper jointed cruck trusses
springing from corbels just below wall-plate level. It has high, steeply cambered collarbeams and could well be of the late 15th century.

I. VILLAGES
EXTRACT FROM THE 20TH ANNUAL REPORT (1972) OF THE MEDIEVAL VILLAGE RESEARCH
GROUP. "E. E. Dodd has continued his historical research and has now begun to examine
the six classes of documents previously consulted for the 388 new sites accepted as
deserted medieval villages between 1963 and 1968. Mrs. W. Gilding completed typing
and duplicating the county lists which are now all available for sale. These supersede
those in Deserted Medieval Villages (Lutterworth, 197 I) as the spellings and map references
have been fully revised. Miss C. Harding has been helping complete the card index by
adding cards for all the unknown sites. She has now begun to add the notes on each site
mentioned in the Annual Reports. M. W. Beresford,]. G. Hurst and J. Sheail examined
all the 6-in. a.s. maps for Westmorland and identified thirty-three possible new sites
that lacked nucleated settlements and were often associated with ruined or isolated
churches. Fifty-four sites in Westmorland were then visited with the help ofR. Yarwood.
These were classified into accepted, shrunken and deleted sites with many still remaining
doubtful. "

ENGLAND

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. D. Mynard for Milton Keynes Development Corporation examined sites of two shrunken villages. At CALDECOTTE (SP 891355) excavation revealed part
of a timber building with a stone floor, probably of the 13th century. At WALTON
(SP 889366) two buildings were discovered. The first was an L-shaped timber building,
probably 14th-century, on limestone sill walls with pebble footings. The longest range
was 12 by 4 m. with an entrance on the E. At the N. end of the building a room 4 m.
sq. was attached to the W. side.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE: EWEN (SU 005976). Further work by R. Reece (cf. Med.
Archaeol., XVI (1972), 198) has demonstrated intensive activity between c. 1000, when
stone quarries were dug, and c. 1300, when a two-roomed cottage, built on the filled
quarries, was dismantled.
HEREFORDSHIRE: WIGMORE (SO 411691). Excavation by]. W. Tonkin before the
insertion of a new floor in a 17th-century cottage in Castle Street revealed the foundations
of an earlier two-roomed house built at right angles to the street. This is the fourth
example of medieval foundations found in this decayed borough and confirms that there
has been little change in street plan.
HUNTINGDONSHIRE: WINTRINGHAM (TL 220594). G. Beresford completing excavation
of this moated site (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 201) for the Medieval Village Research
Group and D.o.E. revealed on the W. side of the moated area the remains of four
substantial superimposed timber houses and associated buildings, ranging in date from
the r eth to the middle 14th century (FIG. 63; PL. XXIX, A).
The plan of the earliest house, probably built in the middle r z th century, had been
substantially destroyed by later development. The house, running N.-S. and measuring
20 by more than 33 ft., was partly delineated by the post-holes of the side walls. The
second house lay on the same alignment and was of nearly the same dimensions. Nothing
was left of clay and stud walls which had been set on the ground surface, but their posi13
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tions were indicated by the spread of occupation-material in the house and the fall of
the ground level outside. A screen separated the hall from a small service-room. Two
opposing doors at the lower end of the hall gave access. A parlour was later added to the
upper end. The third house, a more sophisticated structure, was built on an E.-W.
alignment in the middle 13th century. The principal posts and studs had been placed on
pad-stones; many of these were removed when the house was demolished. The house
consisted of a hall, 26 by 23 ft., with a cross-wing, 32 by 15 ft., at the W. end. There was
a cross-passage at the E. end. The fourth house of the late 13th century was excavated in
1971. Three superimposed detached kitchens with ovens and hearths lay 15 ft. W. of the
houses. During the 13th century other domestic buildings including a detached solar,
lodgings, stores, a dovecote and garderobes were built round three sides of a courtyard.
LEICESTERSHIRE: HOLYOAKS.

See p. 175.
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LINCOLNSHIRE: GOLTHO (TF II6774). The site of the manor house (cf. Med.Archaeol.,
(1972), 201 f.) was occupied from the late Saxon period until it was deserted in the
second half of the 12th century (FIG. 64; PL. XXIX, B). G. Beresford, excavating for the
Medieval Village Research Group and D.o.E., removed the earth in the centre of the
ring-work, revealing the early Norman area of occupation. Post-holes, timber-slots and
hearths belonging to houses of the first period of occupation were located under these
early Norman levels. A penny, minted in Lincoln in the reign of Cnut, was associated.
The ring-work was well sited and constructed for serious defence. The enclosed area,
approximately 55 ft. wide, was surrounded by a bank 40 to 50 ft. wide. At the NE. corner
it was widened to accommodate a building 8 by 22 ft., the undercroft of which was
excavated in 197 I. A dry ditch, 9 ft. wide and 6 ft. deep, between the ring-work bank and
the moat, formed a foundation for the defences. The moat was 30 ft. wide and 14 ft. deep.
A level platform extended from the base of the N. side of the ring-work to support the end
of the bridge and possibly a tower. Well-preserved timbers and wattle-work, still in situ,
revetted the lower slopes of the moat in front of the platform, but were weakened by
frequent rebuilding of the bridge. Within the ring-work a substantial timber house, built
on an E.-''\1. alignment, measured 54! by 22! ft. in the centre and 18t ft. at the ends;
the side walls were slightly bowed. There was an aisle on the S. side. The positions of the
destroyed clay and stud walls were delineated by eaves-trenches, wear of the floors and
spread of occupational material. The house was divided into three rooms: a small
parlour, a hall and a kitchen. A pantry, 10 by 13 ft., was added to the SE. corner. A
gilded copper-alloy brooch, representing a lion and a wyvern in combat, was found in the
house. Other artifacts associated with the ring-work include a penny and two halfpennies
minted in the reign of Stephen, arrow-heads, lance-heads, knives, spurs, horse-shoes,
gilded copper-alloy strips and much pottery.
XVI

- - - : ]\;ORTH STOKE (SK 916285). D. Kaye excavated on the site of a building
45 m. W. of the tower of St. Andrew's Church. It measured 14 by 6 m. with walls of
local oolitic limestone c. o- 5 m. wide. The floor was paved with small flagstones. I I thcentury Stamford ware was found in the foundation-trenches. A later building lay on a
slightly different axis with walls c. o· 3 m. wide; associated pottery was not later than the
14th century.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: BRIXWORTH (SP 747712). D. N. Hall excavating W. of the
area investigated by P. J. Woods (cf. Med. Archaeol., XIV (1970), 205, 207, fig. 71)
revealed four phases, the earliest of which was the late Saxon cemetery, represented by
three interments lying E.-W. and without grave-goods. Four pits of phase 2 contained
building debris and domestic refuse including early forms of St. N eots ware which suggest
a roth or I r th-century date. Phase 3 was represented by an I r th or t z th-century wall.
In phase 4 a large building, aligned N.-S. and at least 34 by 14 ft., was divided into four
rooms, with badly-robbed walls 40 in. thick. This building, probably 13th-century,
seems to be associated with the drying-kiln and 13th-century pits found by Woods. The
S. room was destroyed by a later building with 2-ft.-thick walls. A small detached room
was added W. of the main building. Demolition and levelling in the early i Sth century
destroyed all occupation-layers. See also p, 147.

- - - : - - - (SP 746712). P. Everson for Brixworth Archaeological Research
Committee and D.o.E. excavated at the N. and S. ends of the site of Fox's Farm in
Church Street. At the N. end timber post-holes and beam-slots, perhaps of a reth or 13thcentury peasant house, were associated with a small group of fine shelly-ware sherds.
At the S. end there had been a stone quarry in the late 13th and early 14th centuries.
- - - : EASTON MAUDIT

(SP 982582). D. N. Hall excavated a 13th-century long-
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house, I4 ft. by not less than 24 ft. The r S-in.vthick walls and the floors and yards were
oflimestone and pebbles. The finds include pottery and a bronze ring.
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- - - : LYVEDEN (SP 984861). Excavation by G. F. Bryant and]. M. Steane for
Kettering Grammar School Local History and Archaeological Society and D.o.E. on
the apparent W. edge of the village revealed that the area was divided into a tiler's
property on the W. and a peasant farmer's property on the E. On the former, a stoke-pit,
3 ft. deep, had been dug into natural clay; a kiln, provisionally dated between 1450
and 1475, consisted of an outer wall of large limestone blocks, the facade of which had
fallen into the stoke-pit, and an inner wall of tiles. The flue and oven arches (PL. XXVIII,
c) were of tiles springing from the side walls and a central spine. The collapsed flue
arches probably measured 3 ft. 4 in. long, I ft. 7 in. wide and I ft. 9 in. high. E. of the kiln
a line of industrial features ran N.-S. against the probable toft boundary. On the S.
was the tiler's clay dump. On the peasant farmer's property a long-house was aligned
N.-S. with a yard on the W. and a barn at right angles to its E. wall. The long-house,
originally 62 by 15ft. internally, was later shortened by the insertion of a new end wall, c.
8 ft. S. of the original N. wall. The byre had a central paved drain, and a series of apparently paired post-holes indicated the position of the stalls. The S. part of the house was
the living-area with three central hearths of different dates. One of the hearths was built
of fifteen floor-tiles, 9 in. sq., and laid flat with a border of bricks set on end. The barn,
probably middle 15th-century, measured 34 by 14 ft., and the S. wall, which included a
paved entrance 7 ft. wide, may have been partly open with wall-posts on stylobates and
no filling.
- - - : NEWTON BROMSWOLD (SP 998658). D. N. Hall surveyed the earthworks and
adjacent fields of this very shrunken village. The earthworks are well-preserved, but the
house sites are not clear. A plan is published in the zoth report of the Medieval Village
Research Group (1973)'
- - - : PAP LEY (TL 106888). Mrs. G. Brown for D.o.E. excavated a building S. of
this village site. It measured 50 by 20 ft. and had large boulder-stone foundations, from
which came r zth and 13th-century pottery. Glazed floor-tiles were found in situ on a
mortared floor within the building. Other finds include window-glass with floral
decoration and clay and stone roof-tiles.
OXFORDSHIRE. Fieldwork by Oxford City and County Museum and M40 Research
Group has concentrated on three sites. At COMBE (SP 418419) D. Benson surveyed the
earthworks of Old Combe. Stone foundations were revealed, some of which may relate to
the Norman church known to exist. Fish-ponds and a village enclosure-bank were
recorded. At LEWKNOR (SU 715799) earthworks of a previously unknown shrunken
medieval village were revealed. Air-photography revealed a crop-mark site which may
represent Puttes, a lost hamlet in CLANFIELD (SP 261019).
YORKSHIRE, NORTH RIDING: TOLLESBY (NZ 511127). F. A. Aberg for Dorman
Museum and Teesside Archaeological Society excavated a house which was over 80 ft.
long and had thick walls of clay strengthened by stone facing in places. It was divided
into three rooms with a fireplace in the central room. A cobbled path led from it to a
smaller building. Both were abandoned in the later rfith century. A ditch on the W.
produced pottery of I I th to r zth-century date.

WALES
MONMOUTHSHIRE. Field surveys by P. V. Webster for Department of Extra-Mural
Studies at University College, Cardiff, have revealed ten possible house sites at ST.
BRIDE'S NETHERWENT (ST 428896), and enclosures containing crofts at WILCRICK
(ST 409880).
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]. OTHER SITES
Fish-ponds
HEREFORDSHIRE: BREDWARDINE (SO 337441).]. S. R. Hood excavated the surrounds
of a fish-pond and recorded details of the construction of the associated dam and watersystem.
WARWICKSHIRE: KENILWORTH (SP 283719). M. Cooper for Kenilworth Historical
Society surveyed the fish-ponds S. of the abbey fields.

Miscellaneous
ESSEX: NORTH SHOEBURY.

See p.

141.

K. INDUSTRY

ENGLAND
Ceramics
CHESHIRE: RUNCORN, NORTON.

See p.

IS3.

DERBYSHIRE: BRACKENFIELD (SK 372602). P. Strange and Ashover W.E.A. Group
excavated two pottery-kilns of c. 1400. Both were oval and of simple twin opposed-flue
type although the NE. flues had later been blocked. They measured 3 by I ' 75 m. and
were built oflocal sandstone, with clay and rubble backing surviving in kiln 2 to a height
of c. o· 9 m. A series of ash and clay layers suggests at least five to eight and fifteen to
twenty firings respectively, although the floor of kiln I may have suffered later plough
damage. Cylindrical kiln props of various sizes and much kiln-wall debris were found.
The products included glazed jugs and bowls of a buff to off-white fabric with olive
green to brown glaze and decorated with simple rouletting and applied motifs. Unglazed
pottery includes cooking-pots with plain and pie-crust rims. Some glazed crested ridgeand roof-tiles were also found. Documentary evidence and a comparison of pottery forms
suggest links with the kilns at Burley Hill (c. SK 348412).
ESSEX: SIBLE HEDINGHAM (TL 783322). At Hole Farm work by E. and]. Sellers for
Essex Archaeological Society Research and Fieldwork Committee and D.o.E. on kilns
I and 3 is now complete (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 20S). Kiln 3 probably began as a
long oval pit 2' 7 by I' S m. and least o· 9 m. deep. Later a clay lining and a long
central pedestal were added. After considerable relining and patching the kiln went out
of use and was filled with sherds and debris from the kiln walls; layers oflarge flints were
later laid on this filling as a foundation for kiln 1. The opposed stoke-holes of both kilns
were superimposed. The S. side of kiln 2 had been completely relined twice. The W. flue
arch was remade four times; the SW. corner of kiln 4 lay under the central pedestal.
An E.-W. ditch cut by the N. side of kiln 2 contained pottery, possibly of c. I ISO, in both
primary and secondary fillings, and sherds of an earlier jug in the primary filling. The
cooking-pots and storage jars in this group have slightly thickened or clubbed upright
rims hollowed within; many have spots of stray glaze. Other new forms are shallow
bowls; pots with opposed pairs of small strap-handles; small squat jars; tubular-spouted
pitchers; and a cresset lamp. Sherds from two chimney-pots and sherds of fine-ware jugs
decorated with either dark painted stripes or applied strips and pellets under olive-green
glaze have also been found.
LINCOLNSHIRE: TOYNTON ALL SAINTS (TF 39S63 I). In 1967 a brief excavation was
carried out by Miss R. H. Healey on a kiln site in this village, which is known to have had
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a flourishing medieval pottery industry. This kiln, known as kiln 3, was a clay-built
structure with no walls surviving and having five flues. The internal diameter was 8tft.
and the remains of two of the four floors were associated with each of two building phases.
Products were chiefly cooking-pots, and glazed pancheons and jugs. Some jugs were
decorated with garlands of applied thumb-impressed, coloured strips. A date
between 1275 and 1325 has been produced by archaeo-magnetic sampling by the
Oxford Laboratory. This is the same as given for kiln I (cf. Med. Archaeol., III (1959), 325,
IV (1960), 163, and VI-VII (1962 -3), 348), but stylistically kiln 3 was probably later.
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: LYVEDEN. See p. 183.
- - - : STANION (SP 914871). J. R. Fox recovered pottery from the stone-lined
flue and stoke-hole of a kiln. The pottery is a fine, orange, sandy ware and glazed and
crested ridge-tiles and flat roof-tiles were also produced. Near by many wasters of crude
coil-made jugs in a coarse limestone-tempered fabric were found. There was no dating
evidence.
SUSSEX: HEYSHOTT (SU 897181). Excavation in the SW. corner of the church led to
the discovery of a small single-flue up-draught kiln with the floor supported by clay
piers. The kiln contained sherds of West Sussex ware of the middle 13th century.
YORKSHIRE, NORTH RIDING: BRANDSBY (SE 59272 I). Remains of a number of superimposed kiln floors were found by Mrs. H. E.]ean Le Patourel. A very small up-draught
kiln was sandwiched between multi-flued kilns. All walls were destroyed and only one
flue arch remained in situ though many remnants were found. Pottery consisted for the
most part of plain jugs. The waster distribution over the three seasons suggests specialized
kiln loads, including one or two forms only.
- - - , - - - : GILLING EAST (SE 614769). Wasters from a late medieval potterykiln in Potter Lane include green-glazed sherds and cisterns with bung-holes.

Cloth

NORFOLK: NORWICH. See p. 170.

Metals: Bronze and Copper
ESSEX: WALTHAM ABBEY. See P.I53.

NORFOLK: NORWICH. See p. 169.
SURREY: COULSDON, NETHERNE. See p. 187.
WILTSHIRE: SALISBURY (SU 14812994). D.]. Algar excavated a bronze foundry site
inside the E. rampart of the city between Milford Street and Guilder Lane. It included a
bell-founding pit with several central stake-holes. Some fragments of cope in the pit
bore impressions of bell surfaces and there were also fragments of moulds for the production of domestic vessels including tripod skillets. An adjacent furnace had been badly
robbed. The site is that indicated in the will ofJohn Barber, brazier, who died in 1404.
At Culver Street a brick furnace for bronze-working measured 0·6 by 0·5 m. Its sloping
floor remained to a height of 0·4 m. at the front and 0·3 m. at the back. At this height
each side wall contained a series of seven sockets to hold iron bars across the top of the
chamber. The stoking-area extended 2 m. back from the flue arch. The stoke-pit con-
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tained mould fragments and a few sherds of medieval pottery which was the only dating
evidence.
YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING: PONTEFRACT.

See p. 157.

Metals: Iron
ESSEX: WALTHAM ABBEY.

See p. 153.

LEICESTERSHIRE: HOLYOAKS.

See p. 175.

SURREY; COULSDON, NETHERNE (TQ293559). Excavation by Miss L. Ketteringham
for Bourne Society (cf. Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 211) uncovered foundations of an
industrial site of three periods, the first two contemporary with the sub-manor believed to
be Alsted, i.e. c. 1250-1340, and the third lasting only a short time at the end of the 14th
century. During the early period iron was being forged and possibly smelted in a corner
of the demesne some 200 yd. from the main house. In the third period (FIG. 65) a long
narrow line of buildings with domestic accommodation at one end in the form of a
miniature hall and a large forge at the other were thought to be of timber on flint
footings with tiled roofs and over 1O0 ft. long. Spreads of iron cinder and slag along each
side of the buildings were partly covered by a good chalk road. Of two forges, the earlier
was a ground-floor type with a circular flint and clay chimney foundation, and the later,
much more sophisticated and larger, was built across the top of the earlier one. Beside
the forges stood a large tank, 5 by 4! ft. internally. Iron tools and a silver soldino (dated
1382-1400) from Venice were found. Traces of copper smelting probably belong to the
first period, and coal, as well as charcoal, was used as fuel.
SUSSEX; THE WEALD.

(TQ 446348) and
have been found.

C. F. Tebbutt reports that two new bloomery sites at HARTFIELD
(TQ 4 I 535 I) associated with early medieval pottery

EAST GRINSTEAD

YORKSHIRE, WEST RIDING: NORTH RIGTON. Miss E. M. Holt has located two ironworking sites. One at New York Farm (SE 297496) was a small bloomery. A trial excavation revealed a hearth whose stones had been used in connexion with a furnace. The
hearth was sealed by dense slag mixed with a few sherds of 14th-century East Pennine
gritty ware. At Fairview Farm (SE 285513) bloomery tap slag and some 13th to 14thcentury sherds were recovered.

Metals : Lead
ESSEX; WALTHAM ABBEY.

See p. 153.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: NORTHAMPTON.

See p. 155

Mills
YORKSHIRE, EAST RIDING; WHARRAM PERCY (SE 858646). S. of the church the valley
has been dammed to form what is thought to be the pond for the S. water-mill. As part
of a five-year programme of excavation by C. Treen for the Medieval Village Research
Group and D.o.E. before restoration, the dam earthwork was investigated. The upper
levels were disturbed by a r qth-century sheepwash and the pond side was refaced in
ashlar in the r Sth century as a landscape feature. The dam had been built of a series of
chalk, clay and chalky marl layers upon a base of blue-black clay. A few sherds date the
dam between the r zth and the 14th centuries. No evidence for a mill was found; docu-
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mentary evidence suggests that the mill was abandoned and that its pond became a
fish-pond in the late medieval period, after the manor was moved to the N. end of the
village where there was another mill. See also p. 159.
Salt
LINCOLNSHIRE: Q,UADRING (TF 253334). In 1968 Miss R. H. Healey for M.P.B.W.
excavated a saltern mound at Bicker Haven. Two well-preserved kilns, in which the brine
was presumably evaporated, both measured 4t by I t ft., with walls standing I t ft. high,
and a surviving flue arch c. 7 in. sq. leading down into a stoke-hole. The kilns lay E.-W.
with stoke-holes on the E., but an earlier pair on the W. had stoke-holes on the W., and
yet another earlier kiln lay N.-S. A hut with a sunken floor lay N. of the kilns. Finds
include iron and bronze objects, pottery cf. c. 1300, and industrial waste in the form of
slag, peat, and lead.

SCOTLAND
Ceramics
RENFREWSHIRE: POLLOKSHIELDS (NS 563628). Much medieval pottery including
wasters was discovered at Hagg's Castle near 'Potterfield' marked on Richardson's map of
Glasgow of I 795. This suggests a local kiln site, probably oflate medieval date.

