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Assessment of the pottery and clay tobacco pipes from 
Northgate, Pontefract, South Yorkshire (PNG’04)

Alan Vince

A collection of medieval, post-medieval and early modern pottery and clay tobacco pipes 

from an archaeological evaluation at Northgate, Pontefract, (site code PNG’04) carried out 

by Field Archaeology Specialists Ltd was submitted for identification and assessment. The 

collection includes small assemblages of mid and late 17
th
-century finds associated with the 

construction and use of a brick kiln. The remaining material appears to have been dumped 

on the site in the early 19
th

century although one assemblage is clearly later. The dumped 

material includes a small quantity of medieval pottery, all of which is post-conquest but 

which could include late 11
th

or 12
th
-century sherds. 

Description

Clay Tobacco Pipes and other Pipeclay

Forty-eight fragments of clay tobacco pipe and one wig curler were recovered from the 

evaluation.  The majority of the fragments were unmarked stems which were dated by visual 

study of the diameter of the bore.  The bowl fragments consist of an unmarked  heeled bowl  

dating to c.1640-60 from context 1094, unmarked heeled bowls from contexts 1075 and 

1091 and the spur from a pipe with a late 17
th

or 18
th
-century bore diameter. One stem, with 

a 19
th
-century bore diameter, was stamped “..OMARSH”. The wig curler, from context 1029, 

is of the dumbbell form and probably dates to the late 17
th

or early 18
th

century. 

Pottery

The pottery was identified and recorded using codes in use in Lincolnshire and North 

Yorkshire (Table 1). There will soon be a regional type series for medieval pottery in South 

Yorkshire but at present this is not available.

Table 1

cname full name earliest date latest date Total

BERTH Black glazed earthenware 1550 1800 4

BEVO2 Beverley Orange ware 1140 1350 2

BL Black-glazed wares 1500 1750 36

BRANDSBY? Brandsby-type ware? 1250 1500 1

CMW Coal Measures whiteware 1250 1450 1

CONP Continental Porcelain 1770 1900 4

CREA Creamware 1765 1830 16

CREA? Creamware? 1765 1850 1
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CSTN Cistercian ware 1500 1650 12

ENGS Unspecified English Stoneware 1750 1900 1

HILLAM Hillam ware 1050 1250 3

HUM Humberware 1250 1500 14

HUM? Humber ware? 1250 1500 1

LHUM Late Humber ware 1550 1850 2

LPMLOC Late Post-medieval wares (local to site) 1750 1950 1

MART Martincamp stoneware 1450 1700 1

MEDLOC Medieval local fabrics 1150 1350 10

MP Midlands Purple ware 1450 1650 1

MY Midlands Yellow ware 1550 1650 12

NCBW 19th-century Buff ware 1800 1900 1

NG Northern Gritty ware 1150 1550 11

NOTS Nottingham stoneware 1690 1900 7

PEAR Pearl ware 1770 1900 12

SCAR Scarborough  ware 1150 1350 1

SLIP Unidentified slipware 1650 1750 4

STCO Staffordshire combed press-moulded ware 1650 1800 3

STEM Staffordshire embossed slipware 1650 1720 1

STMO Staffordshire/Bristol mottled-glazed 1690 1800 8

STRE Staffordshire redware 1630 1750 9

STSL Staffordshire/Bristol slipware 1680 1800 5

SWSG Staffordshire White Saltglazed stoneware 1700 1770 2

TPW Transfer printed ware 1770 1900 25

WHITE Modern whiteware 1850 1900 4

YG Yorkshire gritty ware 1050 1250 24

Medieval

Sixty-eight sherds of medieval pottery were recovered. Most are of types which can only be 

broadly dated but they include both Yorkshire Gritty (YG) and Hillam ware (HILLAM), both of 

which were current in the period immediately following the Norman Conquest. No pre-

conquest material was present, however. Much of the medieval pottery was probably made 

locally (for example Coal Measures Whiteware – CMW, HILLAM, unprovenanced but 

probably local wares – MEDLOC, Northern Gritty ware - NG and YG) but there are also 

sherds of regional imports, such as Beverley glazed ware (BEVO2), a possible sherd of 

Brandsby-type ware (BRANDSBY?), Humberware (HUM) and possible Humberware 

(HUM?) and Scarborough ware (SCAR). The medieval pottery is present in four 

interventions (8, 9, 10 and 12) and there is very little difference in the date-range of the 

material from each intervention. All of the material is residual. 
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Post-medieval

One hundred and seven sherds of post-medieval pottery were recovered. They range in 

date from the 16
th

to the mid 18
th

century and are present in all four interventions with little 

difference in the date-range of material from each intervention. In intervention 12 the 

material is apparently stratified but in the remaining interventions it is residual.  It is likely 

that much of the pottery was produced locally but there are also sherds which appear to be 

from West Yorkshire (Cistercian wares – CSTN - which are visually identical to Wrenthorpe 

products), the midlands (Midlands Purple ware – MP, possibly some Midlands Yellow ware –

MY -  although much of this could either be locally produced or made in West Yorkshire, and 

Nottingham stoneware - NOTS) and, in particular Staffordshire. Although pottery similar to 

that produced in the Potteries was produced in Yorkshire a number of the pieces present are 

very similar to definite Potteries products. Only one imported vessel was present, a 

Martincamp flask (MART). 

It is notable that there is very little mid 18
th
-century material (only two sherds of white salt-

glazed stoneware, SWSG, can definitely be dated to this period) and there is no tin-glazed 

ware and very little stoneware. 

Early Modern

Sixty-five sherds of late 18
th

-century and 19
th
-century pottery was recovered. Most of this 

pottery came from intervention 8 but similar pottery was found in the other three 

interventions. Context 1045 produced mid 19
th
-century or later types but the remainder of 

the material could be of early 19
th
-century date, consisting of Creamware – CREA, 

Pearlware – PEAR and transfer-printed wares (TPW). The Creamware includes a plate 

stamped “Ferrybridge”, indicating that it was produced at the Ferrybridge pottery at 

Pontefract. From 1796 this pottery was jointly run by Ralph Wedgewood and its products 

from this period have his mark. It is possible that the Ferrybridge stamp was used before 

Wedgwood’s involvement with the pottery. 

Context 1045 produced sherds of sprig-decorated porcelain (CONP), buffware (NCBW), 

English stoneware (ENGS) and miscellaneous whitewares (WHITE) all of which were 

current from the middle of the 19
th

century onwards. 

Discussion

Trench 8

One hundred and sixty objects were recovered from Trench 8, from seven contexts. Two 

contexts produced only post-medieval finds: 1047 and 1061. Four of these contexts 

produced material of late 18
th

or early 19
th
-century date (contexts 1029, 1046, 1053 and 

1048) whilst the material from context 1045 includes mid-19
th
-century or later pottery.
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Trench 9

Fourteen fragmentswere recovered from Trench 9. Context 1051, The backfill of a stone 

drain, produced a sherd of medieval pottery, a Yorkshire Gritty ware jar, but this is unlikely to 

be contemporary. Context 1042, another drain backfill, produced three sherds, the latest of 

which date the backfill to the early 18
th

century or later. 

Trench 10

Twenty-nine fragments were recovered from Trench 10.  They come from three contexts, 

1059, 1060 and 1075. The two subsoil layers (1060 and 1075) produced material of late 

17
th
-century or later date (together with some residual medieval pottery) whilst the buried 

soil, 1059, produced sherds of late 18
th

or early 19
th
-century date. 

Trench 12

Eighty-six fragments were recovered from  Trench 12. A collection of medieval and post-

medieval pottery came from context 1095, a layer of make up for Feature 25, the brick kiln. 

The latest sherds present  are a brown-glazed earthenware and a slipped bowl. The 

technique of coating the inside of redware bowls with white slip was present in the Low 

Countries in the 16
th

century and was copied in eastern England in the late 16
th

and early 

17
th

centuries. The absence of clay pipe fragments in this group might suggest that it dates 

to this late 16
th

or early17th-century period. 

A group of four sherds came from context 1096, associated with the use of the kiln. Two of 

these were definitely residual medieval sherds. The other two are a sherd of Midlands 

Yellow  ware bowl and a sherd of a slipped redware bowl of Staffordshire type. The latter is 

a type first produced in Staffordshire in the mid 17
th

century (i.e. associated with pipes dating 

to c.1640-60).

The backfill of the brick clamp, contexts 1091 and 1094, produced clay pipes and pottery of 

the mid-late 17
th

century, the latest of which is a pipe bowl dated c.1660-80.  

Context 1092 produced a small assemblage of similar character, of which the latest find 

present is a late 17
th

to 18
th

-century clay pipe stem. 

The remaining contexts, 1088 and 1087, produced a mixture of post-medieval and early 

modern finds, the latest being of late 18
th

or early 19
th
-century date. 
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Assessment

The finds indicate that there is medieval activity nearby, possibly dating back to the late 11
th

or 12
th

centuries, some of these sherds were definitely present on the site by the early 17
th

century and are therefore not present through modern dumping. There is, however, no 

stratified material of this date, with the unlikely possibility of a stone-lined drain in Trench 9.

The brick kiln found in Trench 12 was probably in operation  some time after c.1640 and was 

probably out of use before the end of the 17
th

century. 

There is little sign of 18
th
-century activity on the site and what material there is of this date is 

likely to have been dumped on the site in the late 18
th

or early 19
th

century. Dumping and 

soil horizons of this date were found in all four trenches. Finally, there is a single deposit, 

containing later pottery, from Trench 8.
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Appendix: List of finds

context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1029 CTP PIPECLAY WIGCURLER 1 1 BS 15

1029 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1 19TH C BORE DIAM STEM 1

1029 POTTERY YG JAR 2 2 BS 7

1029 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 B 22 SOOTED EXT

1029 POTTERY MEDLOC JUG 1 1 BS 15

1029 POTTERY BL BOWL 2 2 BS 78

1029 POTTERY BL POSS 1 1
BLACK GL INT AND 
EXT BS 0.5

1029 POTTERY MY PIP 1 1 INT GL BS 12 SOOTED EXT

1029 POTTERY SWSG BOWL 1 1 BS 0.5

1029 POTTERY PEAR JAR 1 1 CYLINDRICAL BODY BS 8

1029 POTTERY PEAR PLATE 2 2 BS 4

1029 POTTERY TPW PLATE 4 4 BS 64

1034 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 BS 2 SOOTED EXT

1034 POTTERY BL JAR 1 1 BL GL INT AND EXT BS 5

1034 POTTERY TPW PLATE 1 1 B 4

1042 POTTERY HUM JUG 1 1 BS 8 ABR

1042 POTTERY MY JAR 1 1 EVERTED RIM R 13

1042 POTTERY STMO TANK 1 1 BS 3

1045 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 2 2 19TH C BORE DIAM STEM 7

1045 POTTERY YG JAR 4 4 BS 30 SOOTED EXT
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1045 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 BS 2

1045 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 ROUNDED RIM R 14

1045 POTTERY BEVO2 JUG 1 1

WHITE SLIPPED 
EXT;COMBED 
EXT;CUGL BS 3

1045 POTTERY SCAR JUG 1 1
STAMPED APPLIED 
PAD BS 15 ABR

1045 POTTERY HUM JUG 3 3 BS 40

1045 POTTERY HUM JUG/JAR 1 1 BS 15

1045 POTTERY BL BOWL 1 1 BS 22

GROUND TO 
FORM 
COUNTER

1045 POTTERY BL JAR 1 1 R 8

1045 POTTERY BL BOWL 2 2 BS 84

1045 POTTERY LHUM BOWL 1 1 BS 6

1045 POTTERY NG JUG 1 1 BS 3

1045 POTTERY NG JUG/JAR 2 2 BS 32

1045 POTTERY STMO POSS 1 1 B 22

1045 POTTERY ENGS FLAG 1 1
BRISTOL-GLAZED 
EXT BS 4

1045 POTTERY CREA? BOWL 1 1 BS 3 BURNT

1045 POTTERY CONP CUP 1 1 LTBL SPRIGGING B 13

1045 POTTERY CONP BOWL 1 1 LTBL SPRIGGING BS 6

1045 POTTERY CONP CUP 1 1 B 11
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1045 POTTERY TPW PLATE 9 1 PROF 105

1045 POTTERY TPW PLATE 3 3 R 23

1045 POTTERY PEAR PLATE 1 1
HAND PAINTED;SHL 
1046 B 7

1045 POTTERY CONP CUP 1 1 BS 1

1045 POTTERY NCBW BOWL 1 1 BS 4

1045 POTTERY WHITE CUP 1 1
BRIGHT YELLOW 
GLAZE INT AND EXT BS 2

1045 POTTERY WHITE PLATE 3 1

STAMPED 
"MID......POTTERY" 
WITH AN ANCHOR 
MARK BS 14

1046 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 2 2
18TH/19TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 5

1046 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1 17TH C BORE DIAM STEM 2

1046 POTTERY HILLAM JAR 1 1 R 21

1046 POTTERY BL JAR 1 1 R 11

1046 POTTERY BL BOWL 1 1 R 11

1046 POTTERY BL JAR/BOWL 5 5 BS 57

1046 POTTERY MY PIP 1 1 INT GL BS 6 SOOTED EXT

1046 POTTERY MY BOWL 1 1 BS 3

1046 POTTERY STCO DISH 1 1

LT BR AND DK BR 
SLIP TRAILING OVER 
WHITE SL;PIE CRUST 
RIM R 22
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1046 POTTERY NG A SA Q JAR 1 1 EXT PLAIN GL B 8 SOOTED EXT

1046 POTTERY STSL JAR 1 1

CORRUGATED 
BODY;BROWN SLIP 
INT AND EXT BS 2

1046 POTTERY STMO POSS 2 2 B 30

1046 POTTERY CREA JUG 1 1 IND SLIP BS 3

1046 POTTERY CREA PLATE 5 5 BS 19

1046 POTTERY CREA BOWL 2 1 B 10

1046 POTTERY CREA DISH 2 2 BS 3

1046 POTTERY PEAR PLATE 3 1
HAND PAINTED;SHL 
1045 BS 13

1046 POTTERY PEAR DISH 1 1 HAND PAINTED BS 1

1046 POTTERY PEAR BOWL 1 1 R 3

1046 POTTERY TPW BOWL 1 1 R 4

1047 POTTERY STRE BOWL 1 1 FLANGED R 16 SPALLED

1048 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
L18TH/19TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 0.5

1048 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1 17TH C BORE DIAM STEM 5

1048 POTTERY BL JAR 3 1 BS 15

1048 POTTERY BL BOWL 1 1 R 48

1048 POTTERY STRE BOWL 1 1 INT SLIP BS 14

1048 POTTERY NOTS BOWL 2 1 R;B 21

1048 POTTERY CREA BOWL 1 1 BS 2
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1049 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1

19TH C BORE 
DIAM;STAMPED STEM 
"..OMARSH" STEM 4

1049 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 BS 8

1049 POTTERY MEDLOC 1 1 BS 7
SPALLED 
EXT

1049 POTTERY CSTN CUP 1 1 BS 5

1049 POTTERY CSTN JAR 1 1 R 2

1049 POTTERY NG JUG 1 1 HORIZ GROOVES BS 2

1049 POTTERY TPW CUP 1 1 BS 0.5

1051 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 BS 7

1053 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 3 3
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 15

1053 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 BS 5 SOOTED EXT

1053 POTTERY HUM JUG/JAR 1 1 BS 13

1053 POTTERY HUM DISH? 1 1 BS 12

1053 POTTERY MP JAR 1 1 BS 7

1053 POTTERY CSTN CUP 1 1 BS 3

1053 POTTERY BL BOWL 4 4 BS 75

1053 POTTERY BL JAR 1 1 BS 5

1053 POTTERY CSTN JUG? 2 1 EXT GL BS 24

1053 POTTERY BERTH JAR 1 1 BS 4

1053 POTTERY BERTH TANK 1 1 BS 3
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1053 POTTERY BERTH PIP 1 1 BS 9 SOOTED EXT

1053 POTTERY STRE BOWL 2 1 COMBED INT B 47

1053 POTTERY STRE BOWL 3 3 BS 41

1053 POTTERY STCO DISH 1 1 COMBED BS 15

1053 POTTERY SLIP BOWL 2 1 PINKISH SLIP INT BS 33 SOOTED EXT

1053 POTTERY STSL POSS 1 1 COMBED EXT BS 9

1053 POTTERY STSL POSS 1 1 B 5

1053 POTTERY STSL BOWL 1 1

FLANGED RIM WITH 
SPLASHES OF 
BROWN SLIP INT AND 
EXT R 21

1053 POTTERY STSL TANK 1 1
BROWN SLIP INT AND 
EXT BS 3

1053 POTTERY NOTS BOWL 3 3 BS 24

1053 POTTERY STMO POSS 3 1 BS 6

1053 POTTERY SWSG CLSD 1 1 BS 3

1053 POTTERY CREA TANK 1 1 BS 5

1053 POTTERY CREA PLATE 2 2 BS 9

1053 POTTERY CREA JAR 1 1 MOCHA BAND BS 0.5

1053 POTTERY PEAR BOWL 1 1

HAND
PAINTED;CHINOISERI
E R 3

1053 POTTERY TPW CUP 5 1 R 18

1059 POTTERY HUM? BOWL 1 1 BS 4
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1059 POTTERY STEM DISH 1 1 BS 7

1059 POTTERY NG JAR 2 2 B 26

1059 POTTERY NG JUG 1 1 BS 3

1059 POTTERY NG JUG 1 1 BS 7

1059 POTTERY NOTS BOWL 2 1 BS 15

1059 POTTERY TPW BOWL 1 1 B 28

BASE 
GROUND/WOR
N BURNT

1059 POTTERY PEAR PLATE 1 1 BS 3

1059 POTTERY PEAR PLATE 1 1 BLUE FEATHERED BS 10 BURNT

1060 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1 17TH C BORE DIAM STEM 0.5

1060 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1

L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM;SPURRED 
BOWL STEM 2

1060 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 6

1060 POTTERY YG JAR 3 3 BS 10 ABR

1060 POTTERY MEDLOC JUG 1 1 BS 3 ABR

1061 POTTERY CSTN CUP 2 2 BS 10

1061 POTTERY SLIP BOWL 1 1
WHITE SLIPPED 
INT;WIRE-CUT BASE BS 27

1075 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
C.1660-80 HEELED 
BOWL BOWL 18

SOOTED INT 
BOWL

1075 POTTERY YG JAR 2 2 BS 19
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1075 POTTERY MEDLOC JAR 1 1
EVERTED SQUARED 
RIM BS 18

1075 POTTERY MEDLOC JAR 1 1

LID-SEATED 
RIM;CUGL? AROUND 
INSIDE OF RIM ONLY R 35

1075 POTTERY HUM JUG/JAR 1 1
OVAL GROOVED 
HANDLE H 37

1075 POTTERY HUM JUG/JAR 1 1 BS 14

1075 POTTERY BL JAR 3 1

OVAL HANDLE FROM 
RIM;BL GL INT AND 
EXT R 54

1075 POTTERY NG JUG 1 1 PULLED SPOUT BS 11

1087 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 3 3 19TH C BORE DIAM STEM 5

1087 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 2 2 17TH C BORE DIAM STEM 7

1087 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 5 5
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 12

1087 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
L18TH/19TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 1

1087 POTTERY BL CMR;CMW BOWL 3 1 R 108

1087 POTTERY BL BOWL 1 1 B 48

1087 POTTERY BL JAR 1 1 B 28

1087 POTTERY BL BOWL 2 1 INT AND EXT GL BS 111

1087 POTTERY LHUM BOWL 1 1 INT AND EXT GL BS 10

1087 POTTERY STCO DISH 1 1
LTBR SLIP TRAILING 
OVER WHITE SLIP BS 18
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1088 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1 17TH C BORE DIAM STEM 3

1088 POTTERY BRANDSBY? JUG? 1 1 BS 3

1088 POTTERY BL BOWL 2 2 B 177

1088 POTTERY STMO TANK 1 1 B 11

1088 POTTERY LPMLOC FLP 1 1 B 10

1088 POTTERY CREA PLATE 1 1
STAMPED 
"FERRYBRIDGE/8" BS 8

1091 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 4 1
C.1660-80 HEELED 
BOWL BOWL 9

1091 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 13 13
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 54

1091 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 2 BURNT

1091 POTTERY SLIP CMR BOWL 1 1 WHITE SLIPPED INT R 39

1092 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
L17TH/18TH C BORE 
DIAM STEM 3

1092 POTTERY HUM JUG/JAR 4 4 BS 41

1092 POTTERY MART

PINKISH 
EARTHEN
WARE FLASK 1 1 BS 11

1092 POTTERY CSTN CUP 1 1 BS 3

1092 POTTERY MY JAR 1 1 BS 19

1092 POTTERY NG JAR 1 1 R 22 SOOTED EXT

1094 CTP PIPECLAY PIPE 1 1
1640-60 HEELED 
BOWL BOWL 15
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1094 POTTERY MY

COAL/CM 
SHALE 
INCLUSIO
NS <10MM JAR 6 1

VERY CRUDE AND 
THICK-WALLED;INT 
GL B 208 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY YG JAR 2 1 R 30

1095 POTTERY YG JAR 2 2 BS 8 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 B 21 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY HILLAM JAR 1 1 BS 14 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY HILLAM JAR 1 1 SAGGING BASE;KT B 15 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY BEVO2 JUG 1 1
WHITE SLIPPED 
EXT;CUGL BS 2

1095 POTTERY MEDLOC JAR 1 1 BS 14 SOOTED EXT

1095 POTTERY MEDLOC JUG 4 4 BS 20 ABR

1095 POTTERY CMW BOT 1 1

NARROW-NECKED 
VESSEL;HORIZ 
GROOVES 
EXT;GREEN/BROWN 
GL BS 8

1095 POTTERY CSTN CUP 3 3 BS 15

1095 POTTERY CSTN CUP 1 1 WHITE APPLIED DEC BS 2

1095 POTTERY BERTH JAR 1 1 INT AND EXT GL BS 20

1095 POTTERY STRE BOWL 1 1 BS 16

1096 POTTERY YG JAR 1 1 KT BASE B 18 SOOTED EXT

1096 POTTERY HUM JUG 1 1 CUGL EXT BS 14

1096 POTTERY MY BOWL 1 1 BS 2
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context class cname subfabric Form Nosh NoV Action Description Part Weight Use Condition

1096 POTTERY STRE DISH 1 1 BS 3
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