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Data Table 51 Stature ranges and averages in various Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, arranged by areas of commonality 
 
Area of 
commonality 

Region Cemetery site County Date range Total 
where 
stature 
estimated 

No. of 
female 

Female range 
(cm) 

Female 
average 

(cm) 

No. of 
male 

Male range 
(cm) 

Male 
average 

(cm) 

References 

ANGLIAN East Anglia Little Eriswell Suffolk end of 5th–early 7th 13 6 156.9–166.2 159.4 7 165.4–180.5 172.3 Wells 1966 
  The Paddocks, 

Swaffham 
Norfolk primarily 6th 4    4 171.9–181.6 178.4 Wells 1976 

 E Midlands Burwell Cambs primarily 6th 18    18 ? 174.2 Denston 1974 (data from 
Münter 1936) 

  Barrington A Cambs late 5th–early 7th 65 30 1.51–1.71 163.0 35 1.60–1.84 173.0 Duhig 1998 
  Empingham II Rutland 2nd half of 5th–early 

7th 
58 30 152.0–179.0 164.0 27 161.0–185.0 174.0 Mays 1996 

  Melbourn Cambs 7th–8th 14 3 155.9–166.7 162.6 11 160.6–183.7 174.2 Armstrong 1956 
  Wakerley I Northants late 5th–early 7th 2 2 151.1–162.6 156.8    Bayley 1988–9 
 Essex Great Chesterford Essex mid 5th–6th 66 38 146.0–171.0 161.0 28 151.0–183.0 166.0 Waldron 1994; Evison 1994a, 

23 
 North-East Barton-on-Humber Lincs late 5th–early 8th 50 26 149.0–168.0 160.1 24 160.0–189.0 172.1 Boylston et al 1998 
  Willoughby-on-

the-Wolds 
Notts late 5th–early 7th 24 9 ? 164.5 15 170.0–183.7 174.4 Harman 1993 

  Sewerby Yorks primarily 6th 6 5 156.0–170.0 164.0 1 171.0 171.0 Hirst 1985, 34 
  West Heslerton Yorks 5th–7th 11 6 149.7–168.2 160.0 5 163.3–182.2 173.7 Cox 1999 
 W Midlands Stretton-on-Fosse Warwicks late 5th–early 7th 17 8 151.0–168.0 159.0 9 172.0–181.0 175.0 Stirland 2002 
  Beckford A Worcs late 5th–6th 7    7 160.8–182.6 172.8 Wells 1996 

EAST 
KENTISH 

E Kent Broadstairs I Kent end of 5th–early 8th 16 9 157.0–172.0 166.1 7 161.0–172.5 167.4 Powers in prep 

  Buckland, Dover Kent 5th–8th 14 8 161.0–171.0 166.6 6 169.0–182.0 174.4 Powers & Cullen 1987 
  Eccles Kent 7th 108 44 ? 163.9 64 ? 172.9 Anderson & Andrews 1997 
  Finglesham Kent 6th–early 8th 3 2 156.1–167.6 166.3 1 181.6 181.6 Dunning 1958; Grainger & 

Hawkes 2006 
  Margate Kent primarily 6th 3 2 151.5–171.0 161.2 1 190.0 190.0 Perkins 1987 

  Mill Hill I, Deal Kent 6th 12 6 151.9–164.9 158.3 6 166.7–179.6 173.2 Anderson & Andrews 1997 
  Monkton Kent 6th–7th 1    1 179.7 179.7 Denston 1974 
  Ramsgate Kent primarily 6th 1    1 181.5 181.5 Millard et al 1969 
  St Peter’s Tip, 

Broadstairs 
Kent 7th–early 8th 41 12 155.6–171.6 161.7 29 165.4–178.6 171.6 Duhig in prep 

SAXON Lower 
Thames 

Goblin Works, 
Ashstead 

Surrey 7th–8th 6 1 172.0 172.0 5 171.0–183.0 175.2 Waldron 1989; Hayman 1991–2 

  Holborough Kent 7th–8th 10 5 159.0–169.0 164.6 5 168.0–179.5 175.1 Denston 1956 
  Orpington Kent primarily 6th 12 6 137.2–167.6 155.6 6 160.0–182.3 171.0 Tester 1968; 1969; Palmer 1984 
  Polhill Kent 7th–8th 36 13 145.0–178.0 162.0 23 157.0–188.0 170.0 Crawford 1991a; Hawkes 1973 

 Sussex Apple Down I & II Sussex late 5th–early 8th 75 37 151.0–170.0 160.6 38 164.0–186.0 174.3 Harman 1990 
  Alfriston barrow Sussex 7th–8th 2    2 175.0–183.0 179.0 O’Connor 1976, 158–9 
  Bishopstone Sussex primarily 6th 1    1 176.0 176.0 Armitage 1988 
  Brighton Sussex primarily 6th 1    1 178.0 178.0 Armitage 1988 
  Ditchling Beacon Sussex primarily 6th 1    1 172.0 172.0 Ratcliffe-Densham 1969 
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  Ocklynge Hill, 
Eastbourne 

Sussex primarily 6th 8 5 160.0–183.0 166.6 3 167.0–185.0 174.7 O’Connor 1980 

  Stafford Rd, 
Brighton 

Sussex primarily 6th 1    1 178.0 178.0 Armitage 1988 

 Upper 
Thames 

Abingdon I Berks early 5th–early 7th 46 17 ? 161.0 29 ? 173.0 Harman 1995 

  Barton Court Farm Oxon primarily 6th 2 2 158.0–162.0 160.0    Harman 1986 
  Lechlade Glos ?late 5th–?early 8th 121 79 150.0–174.0 161.0 42 159.0–185.0 170.0 Harman 1998 
  Berinsfield Oxon mid 5th–?early 7th 41 17 152.0–172.0 162.0 24 161.0–185.0 173.0 Harman 1995 
  Burn Ground, 

Hampnett 
Glos primarily 6th 4 2 156.2 156.2 2 166.4–176.5 171.4 Cowley 1960 

  Didcot Oxon 2nd half of 7th 1 1  154.0    Boyle 1995 
  Letchworth Beds 7th–8th 4 1 161.3 161.3 3 174.0–188.5 179.4 Brothwell & Denston 1971 
  Marina Drive, 

Dunstable 
Beds 7th–8th 17 4 156.2–170.2 161.0 13 170.2–185.4 176.5 Brothwell 1962 

  Dinton Bucks 6th 4 3 147.0–164.0 156.7 1 170.0 170.0 Hunn et al 1994 
  Ducklington Oxon primarily 6th 1 1 159.1 159.1    Harman 1975 
  Watchfield Oxon primarily 6th 8 2 164.0–166.0 166.0 6 160.0–182.0 173.0 Harman 1992 
  Watchfield Oxon primarily 6th 8 6 154.0–172.0 163.0 2 171.0–172.0 171.0 Marlow 1992 
 Wessex Alton Hants primarily 6th 11 5 151.0–168.0 158.7 6 161.0–170.0 166.9 Powers & Brothwell 1988 
  Droxford Hants late 5th–late 

6th/early 7th 
29 17 152.0–172.0 161.0 12 158.0–180.0 172.0 Aldsworth 1979 

  Portsdown I Hants 2nd half of 7th–early 
8th 

8 3 149.9–160.0 154.1 5 162.6–175.3 168.7 Brothwell 1967 

  Portway, Andover Hants primarily 6th 9 6 154.0–165.0 160.5 3 164.0–181.0 171.7 Henderson & Wells 1985 
  Collingbourne 

Ducis 
Wilts 2nd half of 5th–early 

7th 
8 2 163.0–164.5 163.7 6 161.3–171.6 166.2 Fielden 1975/6 

  Swallowcliffe 
Down 

Wilts 7th–8th 1    1 159.0 159.0 Henderson 1989 

             
             
Total/average 
(overall) 

     481 137.0–183.0 160.8 548 151.0–190.0 172.1  

 
 


