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SUMMARY

Alder Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Tulloch NET and PKHT to carry out an
archaeological walkover survey and basic desk-based assessment of the Perth’s historic
lade to give an overview of its cultural heritage. The city lade runs for some 4.5 miles from
a weir known as Low’s Work on the River Almond by Huntingtower, through Tulloch estate
and onwards to Perth city centre where it exits into the River Tay by the Old Tay Bridge.
The entire non-culverted length of the lade was surveyed over four days between the 10"
and 24" of May 2011. The recent winter flooding had caused damage to the weir at the
intake on the River Almond and this meant that upper portions of the lade were dry during
the survey. As well as recording the general conditions and alterations to the mills along
the lade, the survey identified several new features including earthworks near Ruthvenfield
and various clay pits of unknown date below Perth crematorium.

The site code for the project was PES 1.
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1 Introduction

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Introduction

Tulloch NET in partnership with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust commissioned
Alder Archaeology Ltd to undertake a basic desk-based assessment and archaeological
walkover survey along Perth’s historic lade. The lade runs for 4.5 miles from a weir
known as Low’s Work near Huntingtower through Tulloch and around the city centre
of Perth where it is culverted. In the city centre the lade diverges at Methven street,
one route going down South Methven Street and exiting into the Tay at the end of
Canal Street, the other heading down Mill Street and exiting into the Tay at Smeaton’s
18" century bridge. The site code for the project was PE51.

Objectives

The main aim of this project was to provide a summary of archaeological and
historical sites associated with the lade. A further aim was to try to obtain information
about its construction and development. The results of this work are to be
incorporated into the Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record and will be used
to inform the forthcoming management plan for the lade.

Scope and limitations of the project

Financial restrictions on the project meant that the desk based assessment had to be
limited in its extent, particularly the number of sources consulted. This was necessary
due to the complexity of the subject matter and the large number of site records
associated with the lade, particularly in the centre of the historic burgh. Sources
consulted included the National Monuments Record Database, Perth and Kinross’
Historic Environmental Record, historical maps available online, information supplied
by local historian Bill Grigg and information in the SUAT (Scottish Urban
Archaeological Trust) archive, now held by Alder Archaeology.

The walkover comprised a rapid survey covering all non-culverted parts of the lade
from Low’s Work to the Lower City Mills. The branch of the lade known as the
Balhousie Lade and the culverted lade through the city centre were not walked.

A small community survey was also carried out as part of this project involving
students from Perth Grammar School. The results of this survey have been
summarised in an appendix to this report.

Acknowledgements

Many thanks are given to Richard Higginbottom of Tulloch NET, local historian Bill
Grigg and David Strachan and Sarah Winlow of Perth and Kinross Heritage trust for
their help and support during the set up of this project. Alder would also like to thank
Mary Lewis and Susan Maclaren of Perth Grammar School as well as students Megan
Allen, Dillon Kennedy, Daniel Nairn and Daniel Nicholson, for their help with
surveying.

Alder Archaeology Ltd (Archaeological Consultants & Contractors)
Page 1



Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

2 Methodology and Approach

2.1 General
The project was carried out in four stages:

A desk-based assessment and partial synthesis of historical data.
A community survey with students from Perth Grammar School.

The archaeological walkover survey of the lade starting at Low’s Work and
finishing in Perth city centre.

Production of this report and the supplying of data to Perth and Kinross
Heritage Trust who manage Perth and Kinross’ Historic Environmental
Record.

2.2 desk-based Assessment Strategy

The basic desk-based assessment was carried out by two different members staff
between February and July 2011. The following sources of information were
consulted:

Historic Scotland.: the Schedule was checked for any Scheduled Ancient Monuments
or listed buildings along the lade.

The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
(RCAHMS): sites recorded in the National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS).

Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record (HER).

The Map Library of the National Library of Scotland: historic maps available online.
British Geological Survey (bgs.ac.uk): Online geological map viewer (1:50,000)
Old-maps.co.uk: Historic OS maps available online.

Bill Grigg, local historian: Information from his historic study of Perth’s lade

SUAT (Scottish Urban Archaeological Trust) Archives (now held by Alder
Archaeology Ltd)

The DBA component of this project involved listing and summarising any archaeological and
historical sites associated with the lade.
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Walkover survey strategy

The walkover survey was carried out by a two person team over four days between the
10™ and 24™ of May 2011. The level of survey employed during the project enabled
the following information to be gathered:

e The location of sites. This was marked on a digital OS map printed out at
1:2,000 or located using a handheld GPS.

e A brief description of each site.
e A brief interpretation of each site.
e Notes on the condition of each site.

e A photographic record.

Results of the desk-based assessment and survey

The results of the DBA and survey are given in Appendices 1 and 2 at the end of this
report. Locations of sites and can be found on illustrations 2a-2e.

Sites located in the DBA were give numbers 01-52. The community survey was
allocated numbers 101 — 199. The site walkover survey used the numbers 200-261.

Summary & Conclusion

In general the project has been successful and has led to the creation of a very full list
of historical and archaeological sites associated with the lade. This is much more
comprehensive than any previously available list of such sites, and also includes an
up-to-date description of the condition and nature of surviving features. The project
also led to the discovery of several new sites which warrant further research.

Surviving industrial sites along the lade

The project has revealed that there are few surviving industrial remains along the lade,
considering the size and the number of the mills and factories that have been
associated with the waterway. Shepherd’s mill, Low’s Work, Huntingtower
Bleachfield, Tulloch Bleachworks and the City Mills are the best surviving of these
industrial remains and should be considered key sites for a historical trail along the
lade. Sites of lesser importance but of interest include the remains at Huntingtower
Mill, the building at Wallace Works, Ruthvenfield Printworks, the various bridges and
the railway remains.
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Other Sites of Interest

Several sites were identified that were not associated with industry in particular.
These include the barracks wall, the rifle range, the gasometer and building associated
with Newtown House, the clay pits, the features S of Shepherd’s Mill and the channel
at Ruthvenfield near Huntingtower Castle. These features should be considered
important as taken together they cover a variety of non-industrial historical themes
and each of them has the potential to enhance a historical trail of the lade.

Dating parts of the lade

This was the most challenging aspect of the project and in essence, very little was
resolved from the DBA or survey. This largely stems from the difficulty of dating the
lade from banking and revetting walls alone. Discounting any brick and concrete
walls associated with sites, there were essentially three types of lade edging noted:
drystone revetting walls, wooden revetting and simple earth banks. Even though
medieval drystone revetting has been discovered in the early defensive ditch around
Perth, we can probably ascribe much that noted during the survey to the 18" or 19"
centuries when drystone construction for non load-bearing walls was still
commonplace. The wooden revetting on the other hand, seems to represent the last
phase of repairs to the lade, in the early to mid 20" century. As both of the above
probably represent repairs to the original lade channel edging, the precise dating of
distinct sections of lade remains difficult. However, sections of channel with simple
earth banks may be the least altered and arguably the earliest parts of the lade - though
these no doubt, have been altered over time as the lade channel was periodically
cleaned out.
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4.1

Further Work

Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

There are a variety of recommendations for further work following this project:

Site(s)

Recommendation

Low’s Work
(200)

The historic character of the Low’s Work site means that professional
archaeological supervision and mitigation should be implemented
when repairing the flood damage to the current weir structure. This is
recommended because excavation around or under this feature may
reveal earlier (perhaps even Medieval) deposits and some of them
may be waterlogged and have a high degree of preservation. It is also
recommended that the use of large tracked vehicles to repair the
structure is restricted or carefully designed in order to reduce the
damage to the boulder surface.

Huntingtower
Bleachfield
(204) and
Shepherd’s
Mill (223)

The waterwheels and buildings housing them at Huntingtower
Bleachfield and at Shepherd’s Mill are the most impressive of all the
remains along the lade. A detailed building recording of these
structures, possibly as part of a community survey, is recommended.
This would be advantageous as the structures are in a ruinous state
and are continually degrading. Also, a record would be important in
advance of any (community based)? consolidation works that might
take place in the future. A standing building survey would also create
information for any future interpretative panels at the sites.

Tulloch
Bleachworks
(243, 245,
246, 247)

Tulloch Bleachworks is a key industrial site. The most important and
impressive historical feature now remaining is the long block of
factory buildings built by Pullars in the 19" century. As the buildings
are the sole survivors from the factory, they have considerable
significance for the cultural heritage of the lade and the social history
of this part of Perth. Their lack of protected status is a concern. We
recommend further historical research into these structures to identify
if a community based recording project is worthwhile. Such research
could also include inquiries into the possibility of getting this building
listed, a worthwhile consideration bearing in mind that these buildings
make up the largest brick-built Victorian factory complex still
standing in Perth. Little further work is recommended for nearby sites
identified in the survey, though the vegetation could be cleaned back
at the outflow channel to enable a better view of the brick edging from
the lade path.

Wallace
Works (255)

Archival research into the surviving building at Wallace Works may
reveal its original function and more about the working of this factory
complex. The back wall of this building would also be an ideal
location for an interpretative panel. The Wallace Works (latterly Don
and Low textiles) survived as a major landmark on the Dunkeld Road
until it was demolished in the 1990s.

Alder Archaeology Ltd (Archaeological Consultants & Contractors)

Page 5




Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

Perth Further archival and documentary research may shed light on the

Barracks function of the enclosure located next to the barracks behind the

(257) former powder magazine.

Boot of | The culvert entrance was not seen during the survey but it may lie

Balhousie below the mud. We recommend visits to this site when the level in

(26, beside | the lade i1s low, to check if the culvert entrance is occasionally

253) revealed.

Huntingtower | This site, though largely redeveloped does contain partially intact mill

Mill (229) buildings from at least two phases. The site may therefore benefit
from some form of building recording, to gain further understanding
of the different phases of the mill.

Shepherd’s We recommend that the various banks, mounds and channels in this

Mill Features
(224)

band of woodland are surveyed as part of a community project. This
should give a better understanding of the form, date and significance
of the features.

Channel near

This feature should be should be walked and mapped to ascertain its

Huntingtower | likely date and function.

Castle (236)

Clay Pits | We recommend that these pits are surveyed as part of a community

(238) project to record their exact form, location and to see if they are
associated with any other features. Through this survey it may be
possible to gain a better idea of their date.

Gasometer These features could be cleaned back, consolidated and be interpreted

(239) and | as part of a historical lade walk. Such interpretation could include

Building information about Newton House which was located where Perth

(240) Crematorium now stands.  Further historical research is needed
however to discover the precise function of the rectangular building.

Culverted For health and safety reasons this project has been limited to the

parts of the | surveying the open sections of the lade. However, there will be

lade features of historical interest along the culverted parts of the lade

below the city centre of Perth. Investigations of these culverted parts
could potentially reveal:

e The intakes, outflows and foundations of now demolished
mills which were once located along the lade in the City
centre.

e Phasing and the different techniques used in the construction
of the culvert.

e The nature of major divisions and junctions along the route.

If access was granted, such investigations could be carried out using
voluntary archaeologists associated with the Grampian Speleological
Group who are experienced in underground investigations, and who
are closely associated with the Scottish Cave Rescue Organisation.
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Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

Appendix 2 Photographic Register

Folder: Mon10Mayl1

Jpg View Description

DSC 0001-2 SE View of the main weir wall, Low’s work (200)

DSC 0003-4 SE Close up of the stonework of the main weir wall, Low’s work (200)

DSC _0007-8 SE The groove along the stonework of the main weir wall, Low’s work
(200)

DSC _0008-9 SW Area where the main weir wall has been washed away (SE end),
Low’s work. (200)

DSC 0010-11 SE Area where the main cobbled area to the E of the weir wall has been
washed away, Low’s work (200)

DSC 0012-13 - Shots of ducklings at Low’s work (200)

DSC 0014-15 NE and E Shot upstream from Low’s work looking at the washed away section
of the structure (200)

DSC 0016 NE Area where the main weir wall has been washed away (SE end),
Low’s work (200)

DSC 0017 NW Area where the main weir wall has been washed away (NW end),
Low’s work (200)

DSC 0018 SE View of the main weir wall, Lowe’s work (200)

DSC 0019 NW Shot of iron ring in the SW kerbstones of the weir wall, Low’s work
(200)

DSC 0020 w Shot of channel where water was diverted into the lade, Low’s work
(200)

DSC 0021 w Shot of laid cobbled surface upstream of the main weir wall in the
channel where water was diverted into the lade, Low’s work (200)

DSC 0022-3 NW View of cobbled surface (constructed from boulders) downstream
from the main weir wall. Shot shows part of the grid pattern in the
surface (200)

DSC 0024 w Shot of an area close to the S bank of the River Almond where the
cobbled surface downstream from the main weir wall has been
washed away (200)

DSC 0025 w Shot of Low’s work from the bank (200)

DSC 0026 SW Shot looking at parapet on the S bank of the River Almond on

approach to Low’s work (200)
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DSC 0027-8 NW and N | View of Lowe’s work

DSC 0029 NE View of cobbled surface (constructed from boulders) downstream
from the main weir wall. Shot shows part of the grid pattern in the
surface (200)

DSC 0030 SE Shot of grille in front of main sluice where water entered the lade
(200)

DSC 0031-2 SE Shot of grille and main sluice where water entered the lade (200)

DSC 0033 NW Shot of kerbstones on SW side of the main weir wall, Low’s work
(200)

DSC 0034-5 SE Shot of grille in front of main sluice where water entered the lade
(200)

DSC 0036 NW Shot of main sluice where water entered the lade (200)

DSC 0037-8 NW Shot of inner bridge arch (201)

DSC 0039-42 NW, N, W | Shot of outer bridge arch (201)

DSC 0043 NE The stonework revetting on the side of the lade next to site 201.

DSC _0044-7 SW Site of girder bridge (202)

DSC 0048 NE Wooden shuttering around one of the concrete plinths on one side of
the girder bridge (202)

DSC 0049 NW Site 202

DSC 0050 NE Modern footbridge near site 203, the junction in the lade upstream
from Huntingtower Bleachfield

DSC 0051 E Looking down the S route of the lade from site 203, the junction in
the lade upstream from Huntingtower Bleachfield

DSC 0052-3 NE Looking at rubble and collapsed stonework where the N route of the
lade splits of at the junction upstream from Huntingtower Bleachfield
(203)

DSC _0054 E Site 203

DSC _0055-8 E,W,N Shots of area where rubble from the demolition of Huntingtower
Bleachfield has been pushed down the N bank S route of the lade

DSC 0059 NE View looking at iron-lined lade channel just before the wheelhouse at
Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC 0060-1 NE View looking at the wheelhouse at Huntingtower Bleachfield from
the SW

DSC 0062 NE View looking at iron-lined lade channel just before the wheelhouse at
Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC 0063 NE Shot looking up at the wheelhouse and grille at Huntingtower
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Bleachfield (204)

DSC _0064-5 NE Shots of the 3-bayed waterwheel at Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC 0066 S View looking at iron-lined lade channel just before the wheelhouse at
Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC 0067 NW Shot of aperture in wall for access to waterwheel axel (204)

DSC _0068-9 NE, SW View of stone-lined overflow channel around the wheelhouse at
Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC 0070-3 SwW Photo of the front of the wheelhouse building at Huntingtower
Bleachfield (204)

DSC _0074-5 w Shot of SE side of wheelhouse building through trees at
Huntingtower Bleachfield (204)

DSC _0076-7 NE Shot of converted mill building (The Clocktower) at Huntingtower
Bleachfield

DSC 0078-9 SE Shot of bridge where lade passes under Bleachers Way (205)

DSC 0080 NW Shot of converted mill building (The Clocktower) at Huntingtower
Bleachfield

DSC 0081 N Shot of Bleachers Way

DSC 0082 NE Shot of footbridge over lade just E of Bleachers Way

DSC 0083 SE Photo of bridge where the main road to Huntingtower Hotel passes
over the S route of the lade (206)

DSC _0084-5 SSE Girder bridge, site 207

DSC 0086 S Large sluice for S route of lade at junction near Huntingtower mill
(208)

DSC 0087 E Site of sluice for N route of lade at junction near Huntingtower mill
(208)

DSC _0088-9 N, NE General shots of junction Huntingtower mill (208)

DSC _0090-1 N Remodelled revetting along N route of lade south of Huntingtower
Hotel

DSC 0092 NE Remains 19™ century buildings which are shown on the 1 edition OS
map along the N route of lade by ‘The Stables’ near Huntingtower
Hotel.

DSC 0093 NwW Photo of bridge where the main road to Huntingtower Hotel passes
over the N route of the lade (206)

DSC 0094 SW Sewage outflow by site 206

DSC 0095-6 NwW 19™ century streetlamp by site 206
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DSC 0097 SE Gate by site 206

DSC _0098-99 NW Garden feature created with stone from lade revetting (210)

DSC 0100 N Datestone on Huntingtower Hotel

DSC 0101 N Huntingtower Hotel

DSC 0102 NE Concrete bridge to Huntingtower Hotel (211)

DSC 0103 NW Shot of footbridges over the N route of the lade by Huntingtower
Hotel

DSC 0104-6 SE, E Garden feature created with stone from lade revetting (212)

DSC 0107 SwW Garden feature created with stone from lade revetting (213)

DSC 0108-11 NW, S, SE | Water features created with stone from revetting along the N route of
the lade close to Huntingtower Hotel (214)

DSC 0112 SwW Log cabins in grounds of Huntingtower Hotel with Huntingtower
Bleachfield mill in background

DSC 0113-4 SwW Exit of the culvert that ran under Huntingtower Bleachfield mill (N
route of lade). The buildings above have been demolished and the
site redeveloped (215)

DSC 0115 SwW Shot of re-developed site at Huntingtower Bleachfield mill

DSC 0116 NE View of entrance to culvet along N route of lade under the former
Huntingtower Bleachfield mill (216)

DSC 0117-8 SE Brick revetting by site 216

DSC 0119 NE Shot showing where the properties along Almond Grove back onto
the N route of the lade by Huntingtower Bleachfield mill

DSC 0120 S Concrete bridge, site 217

Folder: Tues11Mayl 1

Jpg View Description

DSC 0001-2 SW Marks on stone marking ‘Cobby Bridge’ near site 208 (junction)

DSC 0003-4 NE Stone marking ‘Cobby Bridge’ near site 208 (junction)

DSC 0005 S Collapsed wooden revetting just south of the junction at site 208
(218). Poor quality of photo due to dark, wet weather condtions

DSC 0006 NW Large cast iron waterpipe (219). S route of lade at Huntingtower

DSC _0007-9 w Modern concrete revetting for lade by site 219

DSC 0010 SE Bridge over S route of lade at Huntingtower (220)
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DSC 0011-2 Various Railway bridge (221)

DSC 0021 S Carved stone with slot under Railway bridge (221)

DSC 0022 S Railway bridge (221)

DSC 0023-4 NW, NE Isolated stone revetting along S route of lade at Huntingtower (222)

DSC 0025 N View looking through first overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0026 NE View of first overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0027 NE Shot looking at revetting wall of lade at steep corner before
Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0028 NE View of first overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0029 NE View of first overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0030 SE Shot looking towards the main building at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0031 N View of first overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0032-3 NE, E Shot looking at ashlar at side of lade channel just past the first
overflow sluice at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0034 SE Floor of the lade channel just upstream from the main building at
Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC _0035-7 E, NE Shot of second overflow channel next to the redeveloped mill
building at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0038-40 SE View of sluice which controlled water entering the wheelhouse

DSC 0041 Various Shepherd’s Mill (223). View looking at waterpipe which conveyed
water to a hydroelectric generator. Shot taken in brick annex beside
waterwheel

DSC 0042 S Shepherd’s Mill (223). Shot of Dynamo for hydroelectric power
generation

DSC 0043-53 Various Shepherd’s Mill (223). Various shots taken in the in brick annex
beside waterwheel

DSC _0054-5 E The waterwheel at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0056 NW Shepherd’s Mill (223). Shot looking back at brick annex beside
waterwheel and sluice which controlled water to the waterwheel

DSC 0057 E The waterwheel at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0058 SwW Shot looking at the top of the second overflow channel next to the
redeveloped mill building at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC _0059-63 E, NE Shot looking at depression on the opposite site of the road from

Shepherd’s Mill (224)

Alder Archaeology Ltd (Archaeological Consultants & Contractors)

Page 70




Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

DSC _0064-9 Various Photos of mound to W of depression (224)

DSC _0070-72 NW Shot of SE side of remaining buildings at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0073-4 NW, NE Shot of outside of brick annex next to waterwheel at Shepherd’s Mill
(223)

DSC _0075-6 NE Shot of occupied houses next to at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0077-80 W, NW The redeveloped main mill building at Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0080-1 NE Small arched bridge over the E overflow channel N of Shepherd’s
Mill (223)

DSC 0082 w Small arched bridge over the E overflow channel N of Shepherd’s
Mill (223)

DSC 0083 NE Looking down the E overflow channel N of Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0084 w Small arched bridge over the W overflow channel N of Shepherd’s
Mill (223)

DSC 0085 SwW Looking down the W overflow channel N of Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC 0086 NE Small arched bridge over the W overflow channel N of Shepherd’s
Mill (223)

DSC 0087 SwW Looking up the W overflow channel N of Shepherd’s Mill (223)

DSC _0088-9 w The main road bridge over the lade by Ruthven Farm (225)

DSC _0090-1 E The main road bridge over the lade by Ruthven Farm (225)

DSC 0092 w Looking up the E overflow channel towards Shepherd’s Mill (223),
shot taken from N route of lade

DSC 0093-4 w Looking at the occupied buildings next to Shepherd’s Mill (223), shot
taken from N route of lade

DSC 0095-100 | Various Photos of the Railway bridge (226) crossing the N route of the lade

DSC 0101 NW Site of bridge (227), N footings

DSC 0102 S Site of bridge (227), S footings

DSC 0103-4 E Steel post tensioner (228) just downstream from Huntingtower Mill

DSC 0105 E Steel post tensioner and stone (228) in N route of lade just
downstream from Huntingtower Mill

DSC 0106-8 Various Worked stone block on bank next to the post tensioner and stone
(228), in N route of lade just downstream from Huntingtower Mill

DSC 0109 E Photo looking downstream from culvert at Huntingtower mill (229)
at girder bridge

DSC 0110-2 WNW Shots of culverts which carried the lade water under Huntingtower
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mill (229)

DSC 0113 NE Shot looking at re-developed building at Huntingtower mill (229) just
N of the lade.

DSC 0114 NE Shot at entrance to N culvert under Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0115 S Shot inside N culvert under Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0116-8 SE Photo of the mill building constructed over the entrances to the

culverts which run under Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0119 NE Shot of the stone-built mill building just N of the entrances to the
culverts (229)

DSC 0120 SE Photo of grille in front of the S culvert, Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0121 S Investigating the S culvert, Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0122-3 w Photo of grille in front of the S culvert, Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0124-5 NW Slots in the lade stonework on the N side of the lade just before the

entrances to the culverts (229)

DSC 0126-7 SwW A gable wall for a stone-built mill building. The building seems to
pre-date the other mill buildings seen during the survey at
Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0128-9 W, NW The well constructed dry stonework revetting for the lade channel
upsream from Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0130 NE Stairs made in the revetting for the lade channel just upsream from
Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0131 - Worked stone blocks in lade channel at foot of stairs near
Huntingtower mill (229)

DSC 0132-4 NW, N Photo looking at concrete slabs over drain running SW along the
boundary E of the primary school at Ruthvenfield. Drain runs on
same alignment as open channel diverting water from lade shown on
1* edition OS map (230)

DSC 0135 N Looking at recent disturbance to the above drain near the primary
school (230)

DSC 0136-7 NW, NE Access covers to the above drain further SW from the primary school

Folder: Thurs19Mayl11

Jpg View Description

DSC 0001-2 SE, NW Shot along lade between the primary school and Ruthven Mill at
Ruthvenfield

DSC 0003 SE Area where stone revetting of the lade narrows on approach to
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Ruthven Mill (231)

DSC _0004-5 SE Collapsed maisonry where stone revetting of the lade narrows on
approach to Ruthven Mill (231)

DSC _0006-7 NW, SE The mill lade as it passes through the site of Ruthven Mill (231). The
walls in the photo were created when the site was re-developed

DSC 0008 SE Shot of bridge where road crosses over lade at Ruthven Mill (232)

DSC 0009 NW New revetting walls for lade upstream of the above bridge

DSC 0010 SE Shot looking under the above bridge (232)

DSC 0011 N The re-developed site of Ruthven Mill (232)

DSC 0012 NE The road as it crosses over the bridge at Ruthven Mill (232)

DSC 0013 NE View of the entrance to Ruthvenfield house

DSC 0014-5 NW Shot of bridge crossing over lade (233) near Ruthvenfield house

DSC 0016 SE Shot of bridge crossing over lade (233) near Ruthvenfield house

DSC 0017-20 w Photo of ducks swimming in polluted part of the lade just
downstream from site 233

DSC 0021-2 w Photo looking at outflow of drain/sewer into the lade (234) at the
corner S of Ruthvenfield House

DSC 0023-4 S Shot of stone revetting with slot (235) to the SE of Ruthvenfield
House

DSC 0025-6 S, SW Photo looking at channel running down from hill to S into the lade
(236)

DSC 0027-9 E Shot looking at embanking on N side of lade near the A9 (237)

DSC 0030 E Culvert under the A9

DSC 0031 w The lade on the W side of the A9

DSC 0032-3 w Culvert under the A9

DSC 0034 NE Looking down the lade from the culvert under the A9

DSC 0035-6 W, N Large clay pit (238 A) in bank E of A9

DSC_0037-8 N Wooden revetting on W side of lade, just E of A9

DSC 0039-40 S Clay pit (238 B) in bank E of A9

DSC 0041-2 NW Clay pit (238 C) in bank E of A9

DSC 0043-4 SW Clay pit (238 D) in bank E of A9

DSC 0045-50 N, E Remains of gasometer near where the lade passes below the
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crematorium (239)

DSC 0051-55 SW, SE, Remains of stone-built building near the gasometer (240)
NE, E

DSC 0056 NW Moped and supermarket trolley in lade near sites 239 and 240

DSC _0057-8 E Modern footbridge near Mathews Drive

DSC 0059-61 N Footings for old bridge (241) under modern footbridge near Mathews
Drive

DSC 0062 w General shot of footpath next to straight section of lade near Mathews
Drive

DSC _0063-6 SW, SE, General shots of lade on straight section near Mathews Drive

W, E

DSC 0067 w General shot of footpath next to straight section of lade near Mathews
Drive

DSC 0068 SE Shot of modern bridge near Mathews Drive

DSC _0069-70 - Ducklings

DSC 0071 N Photo looking at where the Newton Burn joins the lade

DSC 0072-3 N Wooden revetting on the W side of the lade just downstream from
where the Newton Burn joins

DSC _0074-5 NE Shot of overgrown channel (242) near to the main road bridge to
Primrose Crescent

DSC 0076 SwW View looking down into lade from the main road bridge to Primrose
Crescent

DSC 0077 NE The main road bridge to Primrose Crescent

DSC 0078 S Modern footbridge near Sandeman Court

DSC 0079-81 w The brick and concrete weir (243) N of Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0082-83 SE Brick revetting wall of lade channel next to weir (243)

DSC 0084 NW The brick and concrete weir (243) N of Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0085 E Modern footbridge on old site of Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC _0086-8 NE, E Site of demolished buildings on E side of lade at Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0089-91 W, S Shallow rocky area in lade (244) near former site of Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0092 SE Shot looking at site of demolished buildings on E side of lade at

Tulloch Bleachworks

Alder Archaeology Ltd (Archaeological Consultants & Contractors)

Page 74




Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

DSC 0093 w Concrete revetting on W side of lade near site 245, Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC _0094-5 w Exit of former lade channel (245) through Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC _0096-7 E, SE Brick revetting wall on E side of lade opposite former lade channel

(245)

Folder: Tues24Mayl 1

Jpg View Description

DSC 0001-2 w Shot of wall on SW side of lade next to the weir N of Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0003 SwW Ducklings at site (244), water level now risen to cover the stones

DSC _0004-6 S Brick and stone revetting wall on W side of lade close to site 246 and
the remaining factory buildings, Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC _0007-9 S Concrete platform above lade- site of canteen, Tulloch Bleachworks
(2406)

DSC 0010 S Door for lighting in the remaining factory buildings, Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0011 NW Concrete platform above lade - site of canteen, Tulloch Bleachworks
(2406)

DSC 0012 NW Shot looking up lade at concrete platform above lade, Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0013 SwW Photo of remaining factory buildings at Tulloch Bleachworks next to
bridge (247)

DSC 0014 w General shot of lade next to above remaining factory buildings at
Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0015-16 S Steel bridge (247) at Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0017 w Shot of steel bridge (247) and remaining factory buildings, Tulloch
Bleachworks

DSC 0018-19 E,NE Shot of steel bridge (247)

DSC 0020 w Surviving complex of 19" century buildings at Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0021-22 NW, SE View of lade downstream from Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0023 E Shot of modern footbridge downstream from Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC _0024-5 E, SW Brick footings for modern bridge which was either not built or was
removed, downstream from Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC 0026 S Photo of intake from lade with sluice (248) near the railway bridge
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DSC 0027 w Photo of modern concrete bridge near the railway bridge and site 248

DSC 0028 E View of railway bridge over lade for the main Inverness line (249)

DSC 0029-32 E Shot under railway bridge showing where the structure has been
widened

DSC 0033-4 NW Photo along railway line

DSC 0035-6 w Photo looking back towards Tulloch Bleachworks

DSC _0037-8 w Shot of footbridge over railway line

DSC 0039 NE Lade path signs

DSC _0040-1 SwW View of railway bridge over lade for the main Inverness line (249)

DSC 0042 SW Ducklings under the above bridge

DSC 0043 SW View of railway bridge over lade for the main Inverness line (249)

DSC 0044 E Shot looking at the back of the old rifle range target for the Perth City
& County Small Bore Rifle Club (250)

DSC 0045 SE Shot of billboard at the back of the old rifle range target for the Perth
City & County Small Bore Rifle Club (250)

DSC 0046 NW Front of the old rifle range target for the Perth City & County Small Bore
Rifle Club (250)

DSC _0047-9 NE, N, Shot of the mid 20™ century rifle range target for the Perth City &

NW County Small Bore Rifle Club (250)

DSC _0050-51 NW, N Front of the old rifle range target for the Perth City & County Small Bore
Rifle Club (250)

DSC 0052 w Indoor range for the Perth City & County Small Bore Rifle Club (250)

DSC 0053 w Danger sign, Perth City & County Small Bore Rifle Club (250)

DSC 0054 SwW Bridge and entrance gate for the Perth City & County Small Bore Rifle
Club

DSC 0055 S Bridge (251) for the Perth City & County Small Bore Rifle Club

DSC _0056-8 NW Bridge (251) for the Perth City & County Small Bore Rifle Club, from the
side

DSC 0059 SW Investigating and recording the two phase construction of the bridge
(251)

DSC 0060-1 S, SE Shot looking at the N side of the lade tunnel under the Crieff Road
embankment (252)

DSC 0062-4 N Shot looking at the S side of the lade tunnel under the Crieff Road

embankment (252)
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DSC _0066-7 E Shot looking at an the old road bridge over the lade by Boot of
Balhousie (253)

DSC 0068 S Photo of top of old road bridge over the lade by Boot of Balhousie
(253)

DSC _0069-70 NE Photo of location of Boot of Balhousie, nothing seen

DSC 0071 SE Concrete bridge over the lade SE of Boot of Balhousie (254)

DSC 0072 S Concrete bridge over the lade SE of Boot of Balhousie (254)

DSC 0073 NW Pipe on SE side of concrete bridge over the lade SE of Boot of
Balhousie (254)

DSC 0074 SwW The SW side of the lade near Ballatine Place - constructed from
boulders

DSC 0075 NW Looking up the late close to Ballantine Place

DSC 0076 N 19" century warehouse close to Ballantine Place

DSC 0077 SE Wall close to the above warehouse

DSC 0078 SE Looking down the lade close to Ballantine Place

DSC 0079 SE Looking down the lade opposite St Catherine’s retail park

DSC 0080 w Modern stone-built revetting on the SW side of the lade by St
Catherine’s retail park

DSC 0081 SwW Stone-built building (255), originally part of the Wallace Linen
Works

DSC 0082 NW The retail park on the site of Wallace Linen Works

DSC 0083-4 SE Highland House, built 1921

DSC 0085 NW Steel bridge over lade (256) by St Catherine’s retail park

DSC 0086 SwW Inspecting the lade by Highland House

DSC 0087 NW Looking up the lade towards the bridge (256) to St Catherine’s retail
park

DSC 0088 SE Looking down the lade towards Perth, near St Catherine’s retail park

DSC _0089-90 SE Corner of boundary wall around the former Perth Barracks (257).
Shot taken from outside. Photo shows War Department stone.

DSC 0091-2 SE, NW Bricked up doorway in stub wall coming off corner of boundary wall
around the former Perth Barracks (257)

DSC 0093-4 NE War Department stone No 4 in boundary wall around the former
Perth Barracks (257)

DSC 0095 N Girder structure (258) at the SE end of the boundary wall around the
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former Perth Barracks

DSC 0096 E Girder structure (258) at the SE end of the boundary wall around the
former Perth Barracks

DSC 0097 SE The lade looking towards City Mills

DSC 0098 SE Modern grille by Upper City Mills

DSC 0099 SE Lamp post by Upper City Mills

DSC 0100 SE Shot of modern sluice at Upper City Mills

DSC 0101 - Shot of information board on wall of Lower City Mills

DSC 0102 w Photo looking up lade at Lower City Mills from start of culvert under
Perth city centre

DSC 0103 SwW Shot of Lower City Mills

DSC 0104-5 SE Shot looking at wall around open part of lade between Lower and
Upper City Mills

DSC 0106 S Historic features between Lower and Upper City Mills, positioned as

part of the 1980s redevelopment of the area

DSC 0107-8 E Shot looking at the wall around open part of lade between Lower and
Upper City Mills
DSC 0109 E Photo looking at where the lade passes under Lower City Mills.

Photo shows at the grille and waterwheel culvert behind. To the right
is the overflow culvert and sluice

DSC 0110 w Where the lade is exposed opposite Horse Cross

DSC 0111 N Photo of arch over the Balhousie lade next to approach to Perth
Bridge, opposite Museum

DSC 0112-14 SW Photo of arch over the Balhousie lade next to approach to Perth
Bridge, photo shows steel door for access to the Balhousie lade

DSC 0115-8 SW Photo showing where both lades exit into the River Tay
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Appendix 3 The Perth Lade Survey Community Project

David Bowler

An important part of the Perth Lade Survey was a community project linked to Perth
Grammar School. This was one of a series of community projects developed by
TullochNet, organised around the theme of the town lade, which runs through Tulloch for
much of its length, and which supported many of the industries which led to the
development of this suburb of Perth.

The survey team consisted of Richard Higginbottom of TullochNet, Catherine Smith and
David Bowler of Alder Archaeology, Mary Lewis and Susan Maclaren, staff at Perth
Grammar School, and Megan Allen, Dillon Kennedy, Daniel Nairn and Daniel Nicholson,
students in the school.

The purpose of the project was to add to the information being gathered by the survey, to
raise awareness of the lade as a community resource, and to develop the skills and
experience of the students, building on what they had been taught during the year. This
included the use of recording sheets, hand-held GPS units, basic photography, measuring
and describing.

The community project survey took place on three stretches of the lade, on three
consecutive Wednesday mornings, 9th, 16th and 23rd of March 2011, in advance of a more
technical survey by Alder Archaeology. The features recorded were chosen partly to
illustrate the history and importance of the lade, and partly for convenience of access and
simplicity, to allow the students to practise basic recording skills. A list of the sites
recorded is appended below, cross-referred to the technical survey where appropriate.

The project provided additional information and served as an advance reconnaisance for the
technical survey. It was clear that the students found it a stimulating and stretching
experience, and all the team found it a valuable and rewarding exercise.
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N° Name Type NGR Image Technical
N° Survey N°
NO
Wed 09" March 2011
101 Railway buffers 10012 25652 76-8
102 Stair down to Lade 09996 25629 80
103 Timber plank revetment 99999 25627 003-4
104 Cobble surface in Lade bed 99999 25625 0002
105 Concrete block cable duct | 10062 25551 81-2
(railway)
106 Concrete block cable duct | 10067 25534 0005
(railway)
107 Concrete slab (railway) 10083 25490 0007
108 Concrete slab (railway) 10079 25489 83-5
109 Small stone weir 10097 25381 0008 243
110 Modern bridge 10076 25341 86-7
111 Slab 10076 25341 88
Wed 16" March 2011
112 Pipe bridge 07361 25599 20-23
113 Pipe bridge 07362 29600 189
114 Low’s Work Sluice gates 07005 25653 190-1
115 Low’s Work Stone revetment 07014 25642 29-32
116 Low’s Work Stone arch bridge 07005 25655 192 201
117 | Lows Work Weir 07007 25647 24-7 200
Wed 23" March 2011
118 Shepherd’s Water Mill 07763 25495 195-7 223
Mill 199-201
119 Shepherd’s Sluice gates 07734 25537 37-8 223
Mill
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N° Name Type NGR Image Technical

N° Survey N°
NO

198

120 Shepherd’s Stone bank revetment 07734 25537 33-6 222

Mill

121 Standing marker stone 07607 25468 201

122 Cast iron fence post 07506 25435 39-40

123 Marker stone 07515 25437 203-4

124 Railway embankment 07498 25447 41 205 221

125 Embankment depression 07507 25645 206-10 221

126 Railway sleeper bridge 07475 25457 1 220

127 Cobby Bridge Sluice gates 07395 25529 2-4 208

129 Stone arch bridge 07362 25593 211-12 206
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Appendix 4 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

LOCAL AUTHORITY:

Perth and Kinross

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:

Archaeological Survey of the Town Lade, Perth

PROJECT CODE: PE51

PARISH: Tibbermore, Perth

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): | Barton, T, Perry, D

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Alder Archaeology Ltd

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Walkover Survey, desk-based assessment

NMRS NO(S): NO12SW50, NO12SW5, NO12SW231, NO12SW328, NO12SW526, NO12SW142,
NO12SW145, NO12SW193, NO12SW193/1, NO12SW193.02, NO12SW350,
NO12SW345, NO12SW329, NO12SW565, NO12SW65, NO02SWS82, NO02NE84/0,/1,
NOO02NE4, NO02SW191, NO02NE48, NOO2NES, NO02NE92

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): Designed Landscape, Lade, Mill, Sluice, Pit, Bridge, Railway, embankment, culvert

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) Site centred on NO 09 25

START DATE (this season) 10-05-11

END DATE (this season) 24-05-11

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES
ref.)

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION:

(May include information from
other fields)

Alder Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Tulloch NET and PKHT to carry
out an archaeological walkover survey and basic desk-based assessment of the
Perth’s historic lade to give an overview of its cultural heritage. The city lade
runs for some 4.5 miles from a weir known as Low’s Work on the River
Almond by Huntingtower, through Tulloch estate and onwards to Perth city
centre where it exits into the River Tay by the Old Tay Bridge. The entire non-
culverted length of the lade was surveyed over four days between the 10™ and
24™ of May 2011. The recent winter flooding had caused damage to the weir at
the intake on the River Almond and this meant that upper portions of the lade
were dry during the survey. As well as recording the general conditions and
alterations to the mills along the lade, the survey identified several new features
including earthworks near Ruthvenfield and various clay pits of unknown date
below Perth crematorium.

The site code for the project was PES1.

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: None
SPONSOR OR FUNDING Tulloch NET
BODY:

CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS -
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ADDRESS OF MAIN Alder Archaeology, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 SNX
CONTRIBUTOR:

ARCHIVE LOCATION NMRS

(intended)

EMAIL ADDRESS: tbarton@alderarchaeology.co.uk
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