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ABSTRACT 

Perth and Kinross Council commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an archaeological 

watching brief on the site of a proposed new substation at Carpenter Street, Perth.  The 

proposed development area is a shrubbery beside a car park at Carpenter Street, centred on 

NGR NO 1172 2384.  The work (site code PEX177) was undertaken during the period 19-20 

February 2014 in mixed weather conditions.  The site lies within the lands of the Blackfriars 

monastery, possibly within the area of the Blackfriars cemetery.  A trench 4m square and 

0.7m deep was excavated with a toothless ditching bucket.  No remains of the cemetery were 

found, but because later deposits were not bottomed, it is still unknown whether the cemetery 

extended this far E or not.  The site had been built up with imported soil for the shrubbery.  A 

stone wall of a 19th-century building, aligned parallel to Carpenter Street, lay at the base of 

the trench. 
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1 Background 

1.1 Introduction 

Perth and Kinross Council commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an 

archaeological watching brief on the site of a proposed new substation at Carpenter 

Street, Perth.  The proposed development area is a shrubbery beside a car park at 

Carpenter Street, centred on NGR NO 1172 2384.  The work (site code PEX177) was 

undertaken during the period 19-20 February 2014 in mixed weather conditions. 

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development 

application reference 13/01870/FLL, within Terms of Reference issued by Perth and 

Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT 2013). 

1.2 Aims and Objectives 

The main aim of this investigation was to monitor any groundbreaking works during 

the development and record any archaeological remains uncovered.  In particular, it 

was possible that the excavations would show whether the Blackfriars cemetery 

extended this far E or not. 

1.3 Reporting 

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  

Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland and Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record. 

1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues 

This watching brief is the final part of a programme of archaeological work designed to 

satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for this 

development.  However a further watching brief has been arranged to take place when 

Scottish and Southern Electricity excavate a cable trench to connect the new substation 

to the mains electricity supply. 

1.5 Acknowledgements 

We wish to thank Robert Meiklejohn of Perth and Kinross Council’s Environment 

Service and Colin Maclean and Carl Wedekind of Scottish and Southern Electricity  for 

their assistance and guidance throughout this project.  Perth and Kinross Council 

funded this watching brief. 

2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1) 

The site of the development is subtriangular area of shrubbery on the SW side of 

Carpenter Street, bounded by the road to the NE and a car park to the S and W. 

2.2 Archaeological Potential 

The proposed development lies within the Blackfriars lands, in close proximity to the 

Blackfriars or Dominican monastery, which lay under Carpenter Court and some of 
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whose remains, including ditches and a road, were excavated in 1983-4 in advance of 

the construction of Carpenter Court.  Part of the monastic cemetery was also uncovered 

within the excavation and further burials were observed in Union Street.  Further 

burials were recorded towards the W end of Blackfriars Street in 1987 and in 1993 four 

articulated burials and one disarticulated burial were located to the rear of 4 Atholl 

Crescent. 

2.3 Archaeological Method 

The site of the new substation was excavated by a mini-digger with a ditching bucket 

under archaeological supervision. 

2.4 Results of Investigations 

After the removal of the remains of the shrubs, the site was excavated to a depth of 

0.7m.  At the bottom of the trench was a mortared wall (04) on approximately NW-SE 

alignment.  On each side of the wall were mixed layers, which were not excavated: 05 

to the E and 06 to the W.  Within 05 was line of electric cable ceramic duct tiles (07).  

Above these was a layer of coarse sand with fragments of modern concrete bricks (03), 

above which was a garden soil (02) under topsoil (01).  Five sherds of tin-glazed 

earthenware from Context 02, of 18th- to 19th-century date, were not retained. 

3 Interpretation 

The wall (04) is the remains of one of the buildings that occupied a triangular area 

between Carpenter Street to the NE, Cherry Lane to the S and Union Street to the W.  

Macfarlane’s (1792) plan shows the area not built up, but Reid’s (1809) plan shows 

buildings on Cherry Lane and Union Street.  The Carpenter Street frontage was only 

occupied at the southern corner with Cherry Lane, a situation unchanged in 1823 

(Wood) and 1829 (Anon); it was largely built by 1845 (Gardner). 

4 Conclusions 

The watching brief revealed that the site of the development comprised recent deposits 

associated with the landscaping of the car park.  Earlier, probably 19th-century, features 

and deposits (04, 05, 06) were sealed beneath a modern levelling layer (03) above 

which was an imported soil for the garden/shrubbery (02).  Because the excavation did 

not pierce through the 19th-century deposits down to natural, it is still impossible to say 

whether the Blackfriars burial ground extended this far E or not. 
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Appendix 1 Context Register 

No: Description Phase 

01 Dark brown slightly clayey soil; topsoil with roots, c0.15m thick; over 02  

02 Moderate brown loam with abundant medium stones and occasional large boulders, 

up to 0.6m thick; over 03 and 08 

 

03 Coarse yellowish brown sand with abundant fragments of concrete bricks and 

occasional large stones, occasional lumps of concrete and a lens of small hardcore 

chips; over 04, 05, 06 

 

04 Mortar-bonded stone wall, roughly faced on both sides, 0.94m wide; no foundation 

trench apparent; at depth of 0.7m 

 

05 Hard dark greyish brown and greyish brown sandy silt with a lens of charcoal, 

moderate small to medium stones, occasional charcoal flecks and occasional medium 

mottles of light olive brown clay, on E side of wall 04; not excavated 

 

06 Moderate orange-brown clayey silt with moderate medium creamy mortar lumps and 

stones, and occasional charcoal flecks and occasional medium mottles of olive brown 

clay; on W side of wall 04; not excavated 

 

07 Red fired clay duct tiles stamped ‘ELECTRIC/REG No 059159[?]’; on surface of, 

and within 05 

 

08 Lead water pipe in NE section; over 05  

Appendix 2 Photographic Register 

Image No Description View 

1-3 Site from multi-storey car park N 

4-6 Site from multi-storey car park E 

7-9 Site from multi-storey car park NW 

10-11 Machining out stumps of shrubs NW, N 

13-14 Excavating by machine SW 

15-16 Excavating by machine SE 

17 Excavating by machine NE 

18-20 SE section of trench SE 

21-22 NE section of trench NE 
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23-26 Wall 004 NW 

27-31 Electric cable duct tile, 07 within 05 NW 

32-33 SW section with mixed deposit 06 at base of trench NW 

34-36 SE section with mixed deposit 05 at base of trench SW 

37-41 NW and NE sections with mixed deposit 05 at base of trench and lead pipe 08, 

(NW section temporary before trench extended to NW) 

N 

42-43 NW section NW 

44-45 SW section SW 

46-47 SE section SE 

48-49 NE section NE 

50-52 General and details of site from top of multi-storey car park NW 

Appendix 3 Drawing Register 

Sheet No. Description Scale 

1 Notes, plan and sample sections 1:10: 1:40 
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Appendix 4 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Perth and Kinross 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Carpenter Street substation watching brief 

PROJECT CODE: PEX177 

PARISH:  Perth 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S):  David Perry 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Alder Archaeology Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological watching brief 

RCAHMS NO(S):   

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Monastic cemetery 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  19th-century wall 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) Site centred on NO 1172 2384 

START DATE  19 Feb 2014 

END DATE  20 Feb 2014 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) None 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 

DESCRIPTION:  

(May include information from 

other fields) 

Perth and Kinross Council commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an 

archaeological watching brief on the site of a proposed new electricity substation at 

Carpenter Street, Perth.  The proposed development area is a shrubbery beside a car 

park at Carpenter Street.  The work was undertaken during the period 19-20 February 

2014 in mixed weather conditions.  The site lies within the lands of the Blackfriars 

monastery, possibly within the area of the Blackfriars cemetery.  A trench 4m square 

and 0.7m deep was excavated with a toothless ditching bucket.  No remains of the 

cemetery were found, but as the deposits were not excavated to natural, it is still 

impossible to say whether the cemetery extended this far E or not.  The site had been 

built up with imported soil for the shrubbery.  A stone wall of a 19th-century building, 

aligned parallel to Carpenter Street, lay at the base of the trench. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Perth and Kinross Council 

CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS  

ADDRESS OF MAIN 

CONTRIBUTOR:  

Alder Archaeology Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX 

ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended) RCAHMS (intended) 

EMAIL ADDRESS: director@alderarchaeology.co.uk 

mailto:Director@AlderArchaeology.co.uk
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Appendix 5 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork 

5.1 Recording Methodology 

Alder Archaeology employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of 

stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned 

at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will 

be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically 

significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any 

features identified. 

5.2 Human Remains 

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If 

removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The 

Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology. 

5.3 Products and Reporting 

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of 

Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of 

reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations. 

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent 

to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate. 

5.4 Artefacts 

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  We will report 

such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for 

disposal to the appropriate museum. 

5.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. 

5.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety 

We adhere to the Code of Conduct of the Institute for Archaeologists. 

Alder Archaeology Ltd has public liability insurance of £2,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on 

request. 

We operate a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  We 

undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out. 

Alder Archaeology representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and 

other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site 

is deemed a hard hat area. 

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source 

of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site 

contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area. 


