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ABSTRACT

Dr Kathy Freeman commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an archaeological
evaluation on the site of a new house build at Rynachulaig Farm.  The proposed development
area is a sloping open field measuring 1775m2 on the north shore of Loch Tay, centred on
NGR NN 6168 3621.  The work (site code KJ18) was undertaken on 24th April 2015 in fine
weather conditions. Cartographic evidence had suggested that a “castle” and a farmstead
may have stood within the development area. No archaeological finds or features were
encountered.
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1 Background

1.1 Introduction
Dr Kathy Freeman commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an archaeological
evaluation on the site of a new house build at Rynachulaig Farm.  The proposed
development area is a sloping open field measuring 1775m2 on the north shore of Loch
Tay, centred on NGR NN 6168 3621.  The work (site code KJ18) was undertaken on
24th April 2015 in fine weather conditions.  The requirement was to evaluate 6%
(minimum) of the available area, that is 106.5m2 (three trenches totalling 120m² were
excavated).

The work was designed to fulfil the archaeological condition on development
application reference 14/00864/FLL.

1.2 Aims and Objectives
The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence/absence, date,
character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving within the development
area.

1.3 Reporting
The present document has been prepared as the final report on this  evaluation.  Copies
will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments of Scotland and Perth & Kinross Historic Environment Record.

1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues
This evaluation is part of a programme of archaeological work designed to satisfy the
outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for this development.

1.5 Acknowledgements
We wish to thank Mr Thomas Bickerton and Dr Kathy Freeman for their assistance and
guidance throughout this project. Dr Freeman funded this evaluation.

2 Details of Work

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)
The site occupies a P-shaped area of ground formed by a sub-rectangular main portion
in the north with an elongated rectangular extension to the south. Measuring a total of
1775m2, it comprises space for the footprint of a proposed dwelling house and a track
for sewerage run-off connecting with an existing septic tank. Located on open pasture,
the ground slopes gently from north to south, with an increase in gradient towards the
south terminating in a plateau at the edge of the site. Loch Tay lies to the south of the
site, with hills to the north beyond the A827 public road between Killin and Kenmore.
The buildings of Rynachulaig Farm occupied ground to the west of the site, accessed
from the public road via a track.
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2.2 Archaeological Potential
Traditionally there was a "castle" on Rynachulaig Farm. This was identified as An
Caisteal on an 18th century estate map (MPK182). This “castle” may have been the
remains of a prehistoric homestead the precise location of which is unknown, but
archaeology relating to this site had the potential to be buried within the development
area. An alternative location for the castle has been suggested in ‘Edramucky Castle’
(MPK181) further to the south-east, however this identification has not been confirmed
and the question remains unresolved.

A farmstead comprising three buildings and an enclosure are depicted on Rynachulaig
Farm, and within the development site, on John Farquharson's 1769 Survey of the North
Side of Loch Tay (MPK17001). Although the farmstead is not shown on the 1867 1st
edition of the Ordnance Survey map of Perthshire and there were no visible remains on the
surface (remains existed to the east of the site, outside the development area), buried
archaeology relating to this historic settlement had the potential to survive within the
development area.

2.3 Archaeological Method
A wheeled JCB excavator was employed to excavate three trenches, each 20m in
length, in the north, centre and south of the development area (see Illustration 2), under
archaeological supervision. A toothless ditching bucket was used to remove turf and
topsoil and excavate to undisturbed natural subsoil. Archaeological remains
encountered were cleaned and recorded.

2.4 Results of Investigations
Trench 1

Located in the north of the site, this was aligned northwest to southeast (see Illustration
2). Undisturbed natural subsoil was encountered at an average depth of 0.7m-0.8m
below the present ground surface; a sondage was excavated to a depth of 1.2m below
the ground surface to confirm that the subsoil reached was a natural deposit. No
archaeological finds or features were exposed. Evidence of potato cultivation (netting,
topsoil turbation) was noted.

Trench 2
Aligned southwest to northeast, this occupied the centre of the site or southern part of
the house-build area (Illustration 2). Undisturbed subsoil lay at an average depth of
1.1m below the ground surface; two sondages were excavated at either end to confirm
natural, these increased the maximum depth of the trench to 1.5m. A deposit of burnt
matter, including powdered charcoal and burnt stone fragments, was exposed between
2.3m and 3.7m from the southwest end of the trench at a depth of 0.35m-0.4m below
the present ground surface. The deposit (203) was contained within a shallow-sided cut
(204) and had a maximum thickness of 0.23m; it was visible only in the southeast-
facing section (north long side) of the trench. It was noted that 203 lay at the bottom of
an artificial bank forming the base of the access track connecting Rynachulaig Farm
with the public road. It was further noted that anecdotal evidence from the present
owner of the site suggested a serious fire had destroyed a wooden cabin formerly
occupying part of the farm some fifteen years prior to the present work. No finds were
present within the deposit. 6.2m from the southwest end of the trench, a rubble field
drain (205) was exposed at a depth of 0.4m-0.5m beneath the present ground surface,
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traversing the trench on a northwest-southeast alignment. This comprised 1-2 courses
of unbonded sub-rounded small field boulders 0.1m-0.2m in diameter contained within
the surrounding colluvial silt (202). No trace of a cut was apparent, but the drain may
have been vertically truncated by subsequent cultivation.

Trench 3
The final trench was excavated on a north-south alignment in the south of the site; the
southern part of the trench ran across a plateau, with the ground then rising relatively
steeply to the north. The maximum depth of the south end of the trench was 1.5m
below the present ground surface, with the north end 1.2m deep, at which depths a
stony natural subsoil of  colluvial boulders and silt was encountered. No archaeological
features were present.

3 Interpretation
The deposit of burnt matter (202) most likely represents recent activity connected with
the aftermath of a fire and bulldozing to build-up the access track bank for the farm. It
is not regarded as significant. The rubble field drain (205) is likewise of no
significance, indicating only that the field had been improved.

No archaeological finds or features were encountered which suggested activity
representing either the former farmstead buildings or the reputed “castle” within the
development area.

4 Conclusions and Recommendations

4.1 Recommendations for Further Work
Alder Archaeology considers that the Terms of Reference for this site have been met
successfully. The results of the evaluation do not suggest further archaeological work is
required for this site.  However, the final decision ultimately rests with Perth & Kinross
Heritage Trust.
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Appendix 1 Context Register

No: Description Trench

101 Turf and topsoil, moderately loose, stony, light-grey sandy silt, evidence of
potatoes (netting, turbation), 0.2m-0.3m thick

1

102 Yellow/brown soft sand, moderately loose, as 103 except for occasional charcoal
flecks. Natural subsoil, 0.2m thick

1

103 Yellow/brown soft sand, moderately loose, occasional (<1%) pebbles, undisturbed
natural subsoil in base of trench

1

201 Turf and topsoil, as 101 2

202 Mid-brown bioturbated colluvial silt, moderately loose, few inclusions, 0.7m thick
(max)

2

203 Deposit of burnt matter- powdered charcoal and burnt stone fragments- 0.23m thick
(max), loose, in shallow cut 204

2

204 Shallow cut (max depth 0.23m) containing deposit 203 2

205 Rubble field drain, 1-2 courses of un-bonded dumped field boulders in linear
configuration extending 1.7m across trench on NW-SE alignment, loose, no humic
silt, matrix is silt 202

2

206 Mid-brown/orange colluvial silt, moderately loose, 0.4m thick (max), undisturbed
natural subsoil

2

207 Mid-orange sand, moderately loose, beneath 206 and erupting through 206 in
northeast end of trench, undisturbed natural subsoil

2

208 Band of decayed stone forming 0.1m thick lens between 206 and 207, natural
deposit

2

301 Turf and topsoil, as 101 3

302 Orange/brown colluvial silt, moderately loose, 1-2% inclusions of pebbles and
stone fragments, 0.7m thick (average)

3

303 Yellow-orange colluvial sandy silt and boulders (c.20%), moderately loose,
undisturbed natural subsoil

3

Appendix 2 Photographic Register

Image No Description View

0001-3 General site and Tr1 location S, SW, SE

0004-7 General site location W, NW

0008 Location, working shot, Tr1 NW
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0009-12 Working shots, excavation of Tr1 N, SE, E

0013 North-east-facing section of Tr1 (sample, northwest end) SW

0014 South-west-facing section of Tr1 (sample, northwest end) NE

0015 Tr1, post-ex NW

0016 Location, working shot, Tr2 SW

0017 Location, Tr2 (Tr1 in background) NW

0018-20 Working shot, Tr2 SW, NE

0021 Deposit 203 NW

0022-23 Location, 203, with road bank NW

0024-25 Rubble drain 205 NE, SW

0026-29 Tr2, post-ex NE, SW

0030 South-east-facing section, Tr2 (sample, in northern sondage) NW

0031-35 Location, Tr3 N,S

0036 Location, working shot, Tr3 S

0037-38 Working shots, Tr3 W,N

0039 East-facing section, Tr3 (sample, north end) W

0040-42 Tr3, post-ex N, S

Appendix 3 Drawing Register

Sheet No. Description Scale

1 Site notes, section sketches 1:20
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Appendix 4 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Perth & Kinross

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: Rynachulaig Farm, Killin

PROJECT CODE: KJ18

PARISH: ?

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): C Fyles

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Alder Archaeology Ltd

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Evaluation

RCAHMS NO(S): NN63NW 5, NN63NW 58

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): “Castle”, farmstead

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) Site centred on NN 6168 3621

START DATE 24th April 2015

END DATE 24th April 2015

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES
ref.)

None

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION:
(May include information from
other fields)

Dr Kathy Freeman commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an
archaeological evaluation on the site of a new house build at Rynachulaig Farm.
The proposed development area is a sloping open field measuring 1775m2 on
the north shore of Loch Tay.  The workwas undertaken in fine weather
conditions. Cartographic evidence had suggested that a “castle” and a
farmstead may have stood within the development area. No archaeological
finds or features were encountered.

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: None

SPONSOR OR FUNDING
BODY:

Private landowner

CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS -

ADDRESS OF MAIN
CONTRIBUTOR:

Alder Archaeology Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

ARCHIVE LOCATION
(intended)

RCAHMS (intended)

EMAIL ADDRESS: director@alderarchaeology.co.uk
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Appendix 5 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

5.1 Recording Methodology
Alder Archaeology employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of
stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned
at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will
be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically
significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any
features identified.

5.2 Human Remains
If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If
removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The
Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

5.3 Products and Reporting
A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of
Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork. This forms the basic level of
reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent
to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

5.4 Artefacts
Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia. We will report
such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for
disposal to the appropriate museum.

5.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland
A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.

5.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety
We adhere to the Code of Conduct of the Institute for Archaeologists.

Alder Archaeology Ltd has public liability insurance of £2,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on
request.

We operate a strict health and safety policy that conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act. We
undertake Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

Alder Archaeology representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and
other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site
is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source
of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site
contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.

mailto:director@alderarchaeology.co
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