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Appendices

Appendix A: Trench Summaries
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GUARD 3257: Camserney Burn, Aberfeldy 

 
Written Scheme of Investigation 

 
Planning Reference: 10/01141/FLL 

 
 

Introduction 

1.1 This document sets out a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for a phased programme of archaeological 
works for the proposed development of the site known as 3257: Camserney Burn, Aberfeldy.  In the first 
instance, an evaluation of the site will be undertaken to establish whether any significant archaeological 
remains are associated with the site.  Should significant remains be identified and it is not possible to preserve 
them in-situ a further requirement for archaeological works to ensure their preservation through record is likely 
to be pursued. 

1.2 This WSI outlines the entirety of the programme of archaeological works that may be needed to mitigate the 
effects of the proposed development.  It details the methodology to be employed in implementing the Stage 1 
archaeological works.  The mitigation methodology to be employed during Stage 2 and Stage 3 post excavation 
analysis and publication, will be specified in addenda to this document.  These addenda, if required, will be 
submitted for agreement of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT) acting on behalf of Perth and Kinross 
Council, prior to the commencement of any archaeological work. All phases of work will be funded by the 
developer as required by the Planning Authority. 

 
 

Site Location and Archaeological Background 

2.1 The proposed site compound development area requiring evaluation covers 0.60 ha and is located c. 3 km to 
the west of Aberfeldy (NGR: NN 81962 49014; Figure 1).  The proposed site is bounded to the north by the 
B846 and the west, south and east by fields. 

2.2 While no archaeological remains have been identified within the development area, the land surrounding the 
development area has a dense distribution of prehistoric archaeological sites.  In 1986, an RCAHMS aerial 
survey revealed the cropmarks of a barrow cemetery, an unenclosed settlement and other features in the field 
to the immediate east of the development area, while the upstanding remains of Balhomais Stone Circle and 
Barrow lie further north-east.  To the immediate south-west of the development area lie the cropmarks of a 
ring-ditch house and a possible palisaded settlement. 

2.3 The modern road that bounds the development area to the north also follows the course of the Crieff to 
Dalnacardoch section of General Wade’s 18th century Military Road and there are a number of post-medieval 
cottages and farms within the surrounding area. 

2.4 The site compound itself was built and has since operated as a compound/yard since the mid 2000s, most 
lately for Breadalbane Academy.  Archaeological works required as a planning condition for the construction 
of the compound were not, however, carried out.  The 100m by 60 m area occupied by the site compound 
was reduced, during construction, by at least 0.5 m and covered with hardcore, with the topsoil bunded 
around the northern and eastern edges of the compound. 

2.5 While it is possible that any archaeology present has already been detrimentally impacted by the construction 
of the compound, the evaluation nevertheless has the potential to encounter previously unknown 
archaeological remains related to the prehistoric and post-medieval occupation of the surrounding landscape. 
 
 
Planning Background 

3.1 This WSI has been drafted in response to Planning Condition 14 and the terms of reference set by PKHT, 
archaeological advisors to Perth and Kinross Council, which requires an archaeological evaluation of the 
compound area. 
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Aims  

4.1 The aims and objectives of archaeological works are as follows: 

�  evaluate 6 % of the development area by machine-cut trial trench excavation; 

�  establish the presence or absence of any archaeological remains; 

�  determine the character, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits encountered; 

�  establish whether there are any archaeological issues resulting from the proposed development and 
recommend how they may be addressed. 

 
 

Methodology 

5.1 The programme of archaeological works will commence with a 6 % evaluation of the 0.6 ha compound area of 
the development site, comprising four trenches, each measuring 50 m long x 1.8 m wide (See Figure 1). 

5.2 All trenches will be excavated by mechanical excavator, utilizing a toothless ditching bucket under direct 
supervision of an archaeologist, down to the first archaeological horizon or to natural, whichever is 
encountered first.  The depth of stratigraphy apparent in all trenches will be recorded. 

5.3 A proportion of any minor or locally significant archaeological features encountered will be sample excavated. 
All finds will be recovered and a bulk soil sampling strategy will be adopted for discrete negative features as 
exposed within trenches.  All on-site recording, written, drawn and photographic, will be to the standards 
normally pertaining in archaeological fieldwork. 

5.4 If features of regional or national archaeological significance are found within the evaluation trenches then 
further phases of work to mitigate the archaeologically adverse effects of the development may be required, 
subject to further discussion with PKHT, on behalf of Perth and Kinross Council. 

5.5 Should significant archaeological remains be identified, Stage 2 will involve the implementation of appropriate 
archaeological mitigation measures, which may consist of further evaluation and/or excavation and recording 
of features that will be destroyed by development works. Stage 3 will include suitable post-excavation analysis, 
reporting, and publication of discovered archaeological remains, if appropriate. 

 
 

Reporting 

6.1 Following the completion of the evaluation fieldwork, an illustrated Data Structure Report will be produced, 
detailing the results of the fieldwork and including recommendations for mitigation measures appropriate to 
any remains encountered by the evaluation.  Hard and digital copies of the evaluation report will be produced 
and copies lodged, as a minimum, with the client, PKHT and the National Monuments Record for Scotland. 

6.2 GUARD will also implement the standards and requirements of the Archaeological Standard Protocol for the 
Integrated Reporting of Events (ASPIRE), Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations 
(OASIS) and Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  

 
 

Archive, Small Finds and Human Remains  

7.1 The resultant site archive will be deposited with the National Monuments Records for Scotland within six 
months of the completion of all work.  Any small finds recovered will be declared to the Crown Agent in 
accordance with Scots Law, and if claimed, will be transferred to the appointed museum.  In the unlikely event 
that human remains are encountered during the evaluation, the local police and the client will be notified 
immediately and no further work will take place on site until agreement on how to proceed has been reached 
with all parties.   
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Timetable and Staffing 

8.1 The precise dates for the work will be agreed between the developer and GUARD and notified to PKHT at 
least two working days prior to work beginning on site.  Once the dates of trenching have been agreed, a 
suitably qualified project officer from GUARD will be appointed.  All project team members will be qualified 
and suitably experienced professional archaeologists and CVs will be supplied if required.  The site mobile 
phone number will be notified to PKHT and the client prior to work commencing. 

 
 

Health & Safety and Insurance 

9.1 GUARD will conduct the evaluation in accordance with Health and Safety legislation and with the guidelines 
and standards governing archaeological fieldwork set down in the IFA approved Health and Safety in 
Archaeological Fieldwork document prepared by SCAUM.  Prior to fieldwork commencing a risk assessment 
of the project will be undertaken, giving rise to a project-specific safety plan.  GUARD also possess all 
necessary insurance cover, including employer’s and public liability insurance cover, proofs of which will be 
supplied upon request. 
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