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HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

Dial Farm lies in open countryside approximately 2km to north-west of the village of 

Coddenham on a plateau above the Gipping Valley at a height of approximately 65mOD 

some 30m above the general levels within the village. 

 

The main trunk road, the A140, is approximately 1500m to the west being the line of a 

Roman road between the county towns of Ipswich in Suffolk and Norwich in Norfolk.  The 

farm is approached by an unmade track way leading from the public highway some 800m in 

length.  The public highway is a no-through route terminating at an existing private airfield to 

the north and to the south gives access to both the A140 via Bucks Head or the B1078 

Needham Road via The Hollows.  The latter road drops through a cutting down to the river 

valley.  Almost immediately to the south of the site is Coddenham Wood which appears on 

the 1885 Ordnance Survey and to the north is Dial Farm Plantation which does not appear on 

the 1885 Ordnance Survey but appears on the 1905 Ordnance Survey having must have been 

planted in the intervening years.  The surrounding land generally is arable farmland. 

 

Setting of Outbuilding 

 

The existing dwelling, Dial Farmhouse, is Listed Grade II. 

 

The existing building as presently configured comprises three principal elements as follows:- 

 

The earliest part of the building probably dates from the early to mid C17 being timber frame 

rendered externally under a clay plain tiled roof.  There is a principal axial chimney within 

this part of the structure and it would appear that the base is contemporary with the date of 

the timber frame with the upper part having been rebuilt, we believe, in the 1980’s at which 

time the painted sun dial was included.   

 

The second element comprises a lower range added to the east gable dating from C19 

comprising painted brickwork under a slate hipped roof with a lean-to to the north elevation. 

 

The third element, the subject of this report, is attached to the north-east elevation of the later 

addition and we therefore conclude that it dates from the late C19. 
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We understand that Mid Suffolk District Council have recently granted Listed Building 

Consent ref:  2445/13 for alteration and extension of the dwelling which includes consent to 

demolish the outbuilding, the subject of this report which has been prepared for submission to 

the Local Authority to discharge Condition 6 on the above mentioned Consent. 

 

Description of Existing Structures to be Removed 

 

The structure comprises a one-brick thick red-brick plinth, 450 above floor level.  The 

structure above comprising softwood frame, comprising sole plate studs and header plate 

supporting a softwood mono-pitched roof presently having a slate roof covering. 

 

Store Wing to the East 

 

This building has been constructed in the C19 probably the latter half of C19.  It has little 

carpentry to its frame and is simply studs and a wall and sole plate with nailed joints and of a 

very basic simple ‘standard’ constructional form.  The sole plate, studs and wall plate appear 

to lack any carpentry joints.  The roof is a simple mono-pitch with timber rafters simply laid 

on the wall plate.  This building may well have been constructed by the farm workers and 

appear to be of very little architectural or historic interest.  Some of the studs are mainly of an 

arras rail type in section to one side (rectangular stud with one angled side) typical of low 

cost basic construction as this.  Another typical example where this type of arras rail type 

studs has been used is to a C19 wing to Ferry Farm House, Sutton, Suffolk (Suffolk Coastal).  

It appears as if sufficient new timbers were not available and a mixture of timbers including 

reused timbers has been used for the eastern end of the building.  It is difficult to assess the 

exact use of the building other than it appears to have been external domestic ‘store’ etc to 

service the house (or the domestic garden) and may well have also contained an earth closet.  

The slate roof appears to be original and therefore the building is probably post c1850 but pre 

20C. 

 

Examination of the frame would suggest that the external walls were constructed initially 

with the internal subdivisions having been inserted at a later date as use of the outbuildings 

changed over time. 
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Softwood timber generally appears to be sawn with sole plate approximately 75x150 in 

section with studs , generally at approximately 400 centres , and head plate generally being 

100x50 in section, although it was noted that in a number of areas where the frame has 

deteriorated material salvaged from elsewhere has been inserted into the structure. 

 

There is diagonal bracing to all elevations and the internal partitions.  The braces are 

continuous with intermediate studs having been cut in between the brace and either head or 

sole plate depending on location. 

 

The existing roof includes a purlin at mid span of the rafters; this is inadequate allowing 

deflection of the rafter to occur resulting in unevenness of the roof slope.  

 

The external elevations are clad with weather boarding, areas of which are now decayed and 

missing. 

 

It was noted at the time of the site visit that approximately 50% of the brick plinth to the 

north elevation facing the moat has in fact collapsed leaving the sole plate suspended in mid-

air which may be contributing to the distortion and deflection noted elsewhere. 

 

In addition, examination of the softwood generally reveals extensive wood boring insect 

attack and deterioration due to rotting at sole plate level and head plate level. 

 

Approximately 30% of the rafters at the eastern end of the roof have been replaced recently. 
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CARTOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND 

 

A search of available mapping for the area was undertaken and the following located. 

 

1838 Tithe Map outbuilding not evident. 
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1885 OS outbuilding now included 
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1904 OS outbuilding still evident. 
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1922 Sales Particulars 

 

Description in sales particulars refers to wood lodge and coal shed. 
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1930 OS (provisional) 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

A search of available documents was made.  The farm had been occupied by the Tydeman 

family continuously from the 1880’s to 2011 on the death of the last surviving family 

member. 

 

First as tenants of the Crowfield Estate being a portion of the Shrubland Estate then as 

freeholders from 1922 upon purchase of the property from the Estate at Auction for the sum 

of £1,440.00. 
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However, the Tithe Apportionment of 1838 has a note against the entry relating to this 

holding which would suggest that the Tydeman family where in occupation at that time. 
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