
John Newman Archaeological Services 
 

Page 1 
 

 

New Biomass Boiler Plant & Associated Trenching Works, 
Ickworth House, Ickworth, Suffolk 

Planning application: NA 
HER Ref: IKW 021 

 

 

 

Archaeological Monitoring Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(© John Newman BA MIFA, 2 Pearsons Place, Henley, Ipswich, IP6 0RA) 

(May 2015) 

(Tel: 01473 832896  Email: johnnewman2@btinternet.com ) 

 

 

 



John Newman Archaeological Services 
 

Page 2 
 

Site details for HER 
Name: Ickworth House, Ickworth, Suffolk, IP29 5QE 

Client: The National Trust 

Local planning authority: St Edmundsbury BC 

Planning application ref: NA 

Development: Conversion of mid 20th century garages to biomass boiler plant and 
associated trenching to main house 

Date of fieldwork: 29 April, 2015 

Event ref: ESF 23066 

HER ref: IKW 021 

OASIS ref: johnnewm1-211216 

Grid ref: TL 8148 6140 
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Summary: Ickworth, Ickworth House (IKW 021, TL 8148 6140) Monitoring of ground 
works for the conversion of a mid 20th century garage to a biomass boiler plant and 
associated trenching for the linking pipe work to the main house recorded a garden 
boundary wall of early-mid 19th century date that had been reduced to ground level 
when the later garages were constructed (John Newman Archaeological Services for 
The National Trust). 
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SUMMARY SHEET 

Site name/Address: Ickworth House, Ickworth, Suffolk 

Planning application: NA, conversion of a mid 20th century garage block to be a biomass boiler plant and 
associated trenching to link to the main house. 

Parish:  Ickworth District:  St Edmundsbury BC 

 

NGR:  TL 8148 6140 

 

Site Code: IKW 021/ESF 23066                     
(OASIS johnnewm1-211216) 

 

Type of Work:  Watching brief on mechanical 
excavation of a trench to link the new biomass boiler 
plant in converted garages to the west wing of the 
main house  

Site Director/Group:   

John Newman Archaeological Services 

Date of Work:  29 April, 2015 

 

Size of Area Investigated: c20m2 (trenched area) 

Location of Finds/Curating Museum:  National 
Trust 

Funding source:  The National Trust 

Further Seasons Anticipated?:  No 

 

Archaeological interest: The area of works is 
located within the immediate curtilage of Ickworth 
House on its western side which is a grade I listed 
building of late 18th & early 19th century date with the 
earlier Ickworth Hall lying further to the south. 

Final Report:  NA 

Periods Represented:  Post medieval (boundary wall) 

SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:   (See also Figs: 2 Appendix I)                                                           

Monitoring of ground works for a c30m length trench across the small yard area which formerly fronted onto 
a garage block of mid 20th century date to the west of the west wing of Ickworth House recorded the 
foundations of a red brick wall of early/mid 19th century date. The pipe trench for the biomass link to the west 
wing was 900mm wide and 1100mm deep with a deposit profile comprising 200mm of concrete slab or 
tarmac yard surface over 150mm of mixed debris make-up which lay directly over the locally occurring 
natural glaciofluvial stiff pale brown clay with flints and small chalk fragments.  

The only feature exposed was a north-east/south-west aligned red brick built wall foundation immediately to 
the front of the mid 20th century garage block. This wall foundation aligned and linked to the still existing 
west wall of the early-mid 19th century Italianate garden area to the south and it has to be concluded that the 
original layout of the grounds close to the west wing of the house included a continuous wall to a point 
congruent with the north-eastern corner of the garage block with construction of the latter leading to 
demolition of the northern part of the garden wall in the c1950s. The wall was 540mm wide with a 660mm 
wide foundation level at 600mm below ground level with the bricks being common reds that are 9in x 4.25in 
x 2.50in (228mm x 118mm x 664mm) putting them in to a size scale consistent with the main construction 
phase at Ickworth House in the early-mid 19th century. No other features or finds were revealed in the 
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ground works. 

Conclusion: Monitoring of ground works for biomass boiler plant trench link to the main revealed the 
foundations of a garden boundary wall of early-mid 19th century date. 

Author of Summary:  John Newman Date of Summary: 7 May, 2015 

 

 

Fig. 1: Site location                                                                                            
(Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 2009 All rights reserved Licence No 100049722) 
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Fig. 2: Monitored area of trenching work (red lines 19th century garden wall foundation line) 
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Appendix I- Images 

 

Trench from west 

 

Trench deposit profile 
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19th century wall foundation from northwest just outside east wall of former mid 20th century garage 
block 

 

19th century wall foundation from northeast on former garden boundary wall alignment with eastern 
wall to former mid 20th century garage block to right 
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