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Land=scape and Visual Effects

1.0 SuMMARY AND OVERVIEW

1.1 INTRODUCTION

1-1.1 This specialist report forms parc of Volume 2 of the Environment Statement for the A228
Leybourne and West Malling Bypass. [t contains a series of landscape repors which
examine the main aspects of the landscape and visual impacts arising from the propased

IMmprovements,

1.2 AIMs oF THE REPORT

1.2.1 “This report hus been prepared by Kent Property Services Landscape Branch on behalf of
Kenr County Council's Highways and Transportation Department 1o assess the major
tandscape impacrs of the roure based on the recommendarions contained in Volume 11 of

the Design Manual for Roads and Bridpes.

1.3  STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

1.3.1 The repore describes the existing landscape and establishes the baseline conditions which
were used to aid selection of the propased roure. The report first outlines the methodology
employed in the assessment, followed by bricf description of the existing features and a

description of the existing sicuarion under (he tollowing headings:

Section 1 - Landscape Character
This section deals wich rhe classification of rhe landscape into character zones and a

description of what the landscape laoks like.

Sectlon 2 - Landscape Quality

This secrion involves an analysis of the landscape to assess its value or quality.

Section 3 - Visual Impact
This assesses the impact that the proposed road would have on (he landscape with special

emphasis on the visual impact from residencial property and public foorparhs,

1.4  METHODOLOGY

1.4.1  The mechodology used to undertake the assessment Js based on guidelines set down by the
Countryside Commission in their advisory bookler 'CCP423 Landscape Assessment
CGuidance’ and in the Department of Transpord's ‘Design Manual for Roads & Bridges

Volume 11,

1.4.2 The Countryside Commission define the meaning of the term landscape and the principles

of landscape assessment us follows:

‘The meaning of landscape
The rerm landscape refers primarily to the visual appearance of the land, including its

shape, form and colours. It also reflects the wity in which these various componenrs
combine ro create specific patterns and pictures that are distinctive 10 particular localiries,
However, the landseape is nota purely visual phenomenon, because its character relies
closely on its physiography and its history, Hence, in addirion to the scenic or visual

dimension of the landscape, there are a whole range of other dimensians, including geolopy,
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topography, soils, ccology, archacology, landscape history, land use, archirecture, and
cultural associations. Al of these facrors have influenced the formation of the landscape,
and continue to affect the way in which it is experienced and valued, Cherished landscapes
can be said to have u narural beauty. This term embraces all of the dimensions of landscape
listed above, and alsa implies char (he landscape is more than the sum of its component
pares. The concepr of nacural beaury has a staturory basis in the Wildlife and Counrryside

Acts and i cenrral to rthe remit of the Countryside Commission.

The Assessment Process
Landscape assessment is 4 general term for the process whereby landscape is described,
classified and evaluaced. These theee activities should be disringuished clearly one from

another;

Landscape deseription is the process of collecting and presencing informarian
about the landscape in a systematic manner, and usuatly forms the initial hasis for

any landscape assessment.

Landscape classification is 2 more analyrical activiey whereby the landscape i
sorted into different types of unirs, cach with a distincr, consistent and

recognisable character.

Landscape evaluation means ariaching a value to 2 particular landscape, landscape
type, or landscape feature, by reference 1o specified criteria. Generally an evaluation

should be based upon 4 prior classification.

Objectivity and subjectivity

The distinction betwcen landscape classification and landscape evaluarion is especially
importanr, with rthe former focusing on relatively objective recording and analysis of the
intrinsic qualities of the landscape itself, and the larer inel wding a grearer degree of
subjective opinion and judgemenr abour the tandscape. In practice, though, all landscape
A3$LSMENEs require a combination of objectiviey and subjectivi ty. The key point is thac the
Assessment process should be systematic and structured. The reasons for particular decisions
or judgements on landscape character or quality should always be clearly articulared, They
are likely to be based on known facts, informed consensus, professional opinion, and

aesthetic judgement — or mare commonly, a combination of all of these factors.”
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SECTION 1

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
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2. SECTION 1 - LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

21 INTRODUCTION

211 This sccrion conrains a landscape character report prepared by Keny Property Services

Landscape Branch.

2.1.2 The repore initially deseribes the methodology used (o define landscape characrer which is
then followed by the landscape assessment schedules and concludes with a plan defining the

character types.

2.2  MeTHoDOLOGY

2.2.1 The approach to landscape assessment which has been applied to chis report is bused on
guidclines see down by the Countryside Commission in their advisory bookler ‘CCP 423
Landscape Assessment Guidanee'. The main steps include planning the assessment, desk

study, field survey and the analysis and presentation of results.

2,22 Landscape assessment can be carried out at a variety of scales, from narional and regjonal,
down 1o the county, district and specific parish or site. This teport is concerned primarily

with a dewiled, site specific assessment of the study are,
223 CCP 423 makes a clear distinction between landscape types and landscape characrer areas:

“The former is a generic term; in theory a partivular landscape type can occur anywhare in the
country. 1he lutser tevm is geographically specific and may ako suggess thar the area bas a

disttner and recognisable iderm't_y, N

In Kenr, for example, regional character areas would include (he North Downs, Romney
Marsh and the High Weald.

2.2.4  Physical factors are ysually rhe most important influence on the landscape. Geology and
landform rend ro be dominant facrors in an undulating 1opography, however, land cover is

particularly influcntial at the sire specific scale.

2.2.5 T'his report first discusses the character of the landscape as a whole to provide che

appropriate coneext far the more specific descriptions of the study area.

2.3 REGIONAL CHARACTER AREA

2.3.1 THE GREENSAND BELT

The Kent County Council in their Landscape and Nature Conservation Guidelines March

1993 have defined the Greensand Belr characrer within Kenr as follows:
The Lower Greansand

This belr of countryside forms a distincr scarp/dip slope topography throughout much of
irs length, although it is quite differenc in characrer 1o the Chatk landform to the north,
There are four geological formations within the Lowet Greensand — Folkestone Sand,

Sandgate Beds, Hyrhe Beds and Acherficld Clay — and. in landscape terms, the thin bele of

Craude Clay immediately to the north forms a part of this zone. Folkestone Sand is coarse-

grained, acidic and very free-draining wirh a number of heaths and COMmMmons 48 a resulr,
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especially o the west. These are often of high value for nature conservation, Sandgate Beds
are heavier and wetter resulting, in past rimes, in a good deal of pasiure, Hythe Beds, which
form the escarpment itsclf, consist of a calcarcous sandstone or ragstone and give rise ro a
rather heavy lowm of wider agricultural use. It also supports woodland areas of nartional
importance far narure conservation and oecagional, unimproved grasslands, the calcicole, or
lime tolerant, species creating a contrast with the acidic Folkestone Beds. Atherfield Clay is
3 still blue ¢lay below the Hythe Beds chat forms a thin ourcrop ar the borrom of the scarp

and merges with the adjacent Weald Clay.

From the Surrey boundary in the west 1o Pluckley in the east, the scarp face of the Lower
Greensand Hyrhe Beds is a marked feacure, increasing in height westwards to a maximum
of 243m at Toys LIill. This formarion also resulrs in a notable scarp, formerly a sea cliff,
overlooking the castern part of Romney Marsh, with The Roughs at Hythe being a valuable
area for narure conservation. The dip slope reduces gradually in elevarion rowards the north
to a height of between 50m and 1006, The linear valley created by the dip slope and the
North Downs scarp, and including the intervening belt of Gault Clay o the norch. is often

called the “Vale of | lolmesdale’ and runs braadly west to east through much of the county.

The soils of the Lower Greensand vary laterally through the belt and accounr for differences
in land use and landscape, The castern section beyond Ashford displays a rather heavy loam
on the Hythe Beds, historically an area of mixed farming, and increasingly an area of arable
production, As height increases westwards, rhe soils become lighter and more easily worked
and the outcrop widens considerably. Fruit and haps are dominant features on the more
tertile soils of the lower dip slope centred on the Medway Valley and exrending fram
Mereworrh in the west 10 Kingswood in the cast. Much of the higher ground is occupied by
acidic head deposits, which is reflected in much greater woadland cover. Planrarions of
chestnut, from which hop poles used (o be cut, are concenerated here, as well as being
inierspersed amongst the orchards. This fruir belt continues a licde beyond Mereworth
Woods, but west of A227 the soils are more acidic with beds of hard stone alternacing with
loose sand, or *hassock’. The soils become increasingly sandy rhe further one poes west,

encouraging an ever greater ared of woodland and some heachland.

Ragstone provides one of the few hard building stones that ocour in the district and is a
distinctive feature of local dwellings. It has resulted in numeraus quarries from Sevenoaks ro
Maidstone and beyond. The Folkestone Beds also provide a suitable source of building,
concrering and rool tike sund at various points throughour the Counry, thereby creating
disturbance to the landscape, which in many areas is directly visible from the North Powns
searpr, Given that these free draining strara provided good cast-west communicarions, it is
not surprising that this linear belt of counuyside sourh of the Downs is often one of urban
settlement, cconomic activity and frenetic movemnent by road and rail. The secrion around
the north and west of Maidstone typifies this picture of 3 man-made and man-dominated

landscape.

Whilst the main arcas of woodland are generally too far south ro mirtigare this impacr, they
are timporeant as a backdrop and counrerbalance, From Mereworth westwards ro the
Counry boundary and generally south of A25 the area is heavily wooded with many large
woods and shaws of varying width. To the north, the landscape is more open with
oceasional blocks of woodland, larger ficlds and more hedges. There is ofren a subde
distinction here between rhe free draining Folkestone Beds and the Gaulr Clay 1o the narih,
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Eleavy, poorly drained soils an the Gault have encouraged small ficlds of permanent pasture
contained by shaws and frequenc oak/ash woodlands, which form an important wildlife
habitat. More recent field amalgamation and conversion to arable or sowing of leys have

vastly reduced rhe extent of unimproved pasture.,

The woodlands on the Gaule are of pedunculare oak with mixed coppice of field muple,
ash, hazel and wych elm. In conrrast sessile oak is more prevalent on the lighter soils 1o the
south together with birch, holly, planted conifers (cspecially pine) and chestnur, the last
inrroduced in response 1o the need for hop poles and farm timber. The sessile oak/birch
woodlands are often of high nature conservation value, Woodland cover genetally reduces
cast of Maidstone. Indeed, this reduction in densiry is progressive, the area south and cast
of Ashford being far mare open, with only occasional hedgerows and woodlands, To the

west of Hyrhe the landscape becomes both more wooded and more undulacing.

Once again it is possible to identify 2 number of sub-divisions wirhin the Lower Greensand,
although landscape characrer dues vary considerably within the zone, especially between

north and seuh;

(a) Vale of Holmesdale — in west Kenr rhis linear bele forms a distinet landscape to che
north of the woodland and fruir areas. It is generally a more open landscape of
mixed farming with occasional woods, especially on the Gault Clay, and hedgerows,
The impact of communications {(M20, M26 and railway) mineral watkings and
sertlements set ic aparr from jts surroundings. It is frenctic landscape where more

woadland and shaws would reduce the incrusive nature of these land uses.

(b)  Western Woodland Relt - despirc being divided into two by the urban cxpanse of
Sevenoaks, this densely wonded landscape with occasional hearhs and commons is
quire distinct. The small, itregular ficlds are contained by woods. shaws or dense
hedgeraws. They are ofien in permanenr pasture with occasional orchards and
limired arable usc. The setddernent pateern is dispersed and losc amuongst the

woodland ¢cover and views from the scarp top are some of the best in Keny,

{c) Central Fruir Belt — this crescent-shaped area envelopes the southern half of
Maidsrane and extends fram A227 in the west to Kingwood in the east. It remains
an area of many orchards separared by poplar or alder windbreaks, small arable fields
often in horricultural crops, all punctuated by quire regular blocks of woodland,
much of which is chestnuc coppice, and occasional hedgerows. Cerrain prarrs,
especially in the Medway valley, are very vulnerable to conversion from orchards 1o

arable, u process which has already commenced.

(d)  Mid Kenr Greensand Area — this is typically an area of mixed farming with Larger
fields, varied and intermitrent woodland cover, eccasional shaws or tree groups and
relarively few hedges. Much of the land is now in arable production, whilst a limired
number of orchards oceur here and there, especially in the west. Enlargement of
field parcels and concentration on a narrower range of crops would chreaten irs
landscape churacter. A number of the woodlands are imporrant nature conservation

51ECE,

{c) East Kent Gireensand Area - in rhis area orchards are almost cntirely absent, the

woodland cover is less, especially sourh of Ashford, and fields are more irregular in
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size and shape. There are fewer small woods and dense shaws, with a consequent
contrast becween large woodlands and hedgerows, which are themselves more

prevalent than farther west. Tree cover is notably more dense ro the west and north
of Hythe.

Kevy FEATURES

* The Greensand Ridge running from the Surrey border 1o Pluckley and affording

panoramic views across the Low Weald and rowards che North Dawns,

* The diversity of woodland types as 2 result of very variable soil scructure and pH

and their high nature conservarion value.

* Heaths and commons on the acidic Folkestone and occasional unimproved pastures

with calcicole species on the Hythe Beds.

* Orchards and hop gardens to the west, south and east of Maidstone wich chestnut

coppice plantarions interspersed.

* The presence and use of ragstonc resulting in quarries and a distinceive building

material for houses and walls.

KEy Is5UEs

L Extensive and increasing man-made intrusion in the Vile of Holmesdale westwards

to the Surrey border, with particular emphasis on the Medway Gap area.

* Prarection of heaths, commons and sessile vak/birch woadlands char gre

characteristic of the area,

* Restoration of ragscone, sand and clay quarries and the pattern of future mineral
warking.

* Enhancement of the agriculrural landscape in the area easr of Ashford,

* Detailed treatment of the eastern section of the Channel Tuanel Ruil Link,

2.4  THE LaNDSCAPE TYPES FOR THE STunY AREA

241

242

243

The landscape rypes of the study area under consideration have been established by desk
and field surveys. A survey sheet has heen designed to collect togecher the site information
to provide some of the data used to define the character zones. These survey sheces are
referred to a3 ‘landscape assessment schedules’ and include some data relating to landscape
quality which follows this section on landscape characrer. A thorough knowledge of the sire
has been used to select key vanrage points where survey dati has been collecred, Reference

has been made (o phorographic records of the site,

All this information has then been used to break down the landscape into its componen

parts of refative uniformity and these are presented on plan.

The following part of rhis secrion sets out the field survey locations and dara and concludes
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with che landscape type drawing, Figure 2 which defines 4 sub zones of the landscape
character.

2,5 LanpSCAPE CHARACTER AND LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS

2.5.1 The study area is typical of the landscapes found on the dip slopes of the Greensand Ridpe
and is characterised by its relatively open aspecr. This comprises a patchwork of arable,
grazing and orchard, puncuuated by eccasional hedgerows or windbreaks, The anly
substantial block of woodland in the area is Leybourne Wood, north of the A20. South of
the A20 and casr of the Hermitage the landscape has a more parlland feel to it This is due
to the existence of a number of large beles of mature trees which break the area up inco well
defined compartments. The arca of the stream, north and sourh of the A20, has 1 more

‘incimate’ feel, duc to irs being lower lying and enclosed by woodland or shelrerbelts.

2.5.2 The northern part of the study area lies within the Merropolitan Green Bele and ar its very
northern extremicy intrudes inro the Kent Downs Arca of Questanding Naural Beaury
(AONB} of which the M20 Mororway is the southern boundary. This section is alsa
designated 3 Special Landscape Area (SLA) by the Kent Counry Cauncil’s Structure Plan
1290, However the arca covered by these designations forms a very stmall pare of the study
area, and consists of land almost encircly alfected by earlier mineral extraction. ‘The bulk of
the study area north of the A20 comprises land of a plain, rolling character which, althaugh
awtractive, is of no special significance, Its importance lics in the valuc artributed to ir by
local residents as an imporcant buffer berween urban areas and the more open counrryside
associated with the Kent Downs AONB,

2.3.3 The part of the study area south of the A20 lies within the [ghtham to Pluckley Area of
Special Significance for Agriculture (ASSA). This is a designation defined by the Kent
County Council in its Kent Counrryside Local Plan, 1983 Leybaurne Wood is designaed
as a Site of Nature Conservation [nrerest (SNCD, Grade 11, by the Kent “Trust for Narure
Conservation. It is classified as Ancient Woodland in English Natuee’s Invenrory of Kenr's
Ancient Woodland 1990. Ancienc woods are those which have had 4 continuous woodland
cover since ar least 1600 AD and have only been cleared for underwood or rimber
producrion, The Alders and Castie Lake, between the M20 and Casdle Wy, are part of the
Leybourne Lakes SNCI, which is classified Grade I, The bulk af this site lies north aast of
the existing M20/AZ228 interchange. Woods Meadow is a Public Open Space administered
by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council,

26 ToOPOGRAPHY

2.6.1 The study area comprises a gendly undutating ropography. ‘The existing levels vary from
17m AOD adjacent to the M20 ar Birling Road ro 49m AOD on the ridge in Leybourne
Wood. The levels drop away again to 20m AQD in che vicinity of Purnp Close and
gradually rise from these to 75m AOD near the entrance to Kingshill Busincss Park at the
southern end of the study area. The valley of the Leybourne Stream and associated
warercourses forms a prominent feature that crosses the middle of the study area. The
stream runs into Castle Lake and thence inro Leybourne Like to the north of the M20.
These large bodies of warer occupy a generally low lying area surrounding the existing
matorway incerchange,
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Landscape and Visual Effacts

3. SECTION 2 - LANDSCAPE QUALITY

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 This section of the landscape report provides an assessment of landscape quality and as such

forms an extension of the landscape characrer assessment discussed in the previous section.

3.2 LANDSCAPE QUALITY ASSESSMENT

3.2.1 The quality of a landscape can be convenienrly divided into three carerorics throu h
q ¥ P ¥ B
experienced analysis. This division is based on detailed field examinarion of the landscape
character 1o assess its representativeness and che presence of valued clements or detracting

features.

3.2.2 luis clear that some landscapes are more popular with the public chan others especially
those with marked topographical variations, many of which have been deemed to be of
narional imporrance. The tandscape quality analysis secks to Eo bevond those landscapes
which are most popular with the public © identify homogenenus areas of quality and ro
analyse how pood each example is of that broad character type, It is therefore not che
abjective to compare say a North Downs landscape with thar of Ratmney Marsh, but to
define the intrinsic value of a cerain part of rhe broad character type, ie this is an arga
which is 4 good cxample of the Norch Downs landscape or i good example of a Romney

Marsh landscape,

3.2.3 o assist in the classification pracess the landscapes defined in the High group are generally
those which require protection or conservarion to maingain their beauty. Those regarded as
being ascribed to the middle group are those which would henefit from the enhancement of

any valued elements or the removal or mitigation of any detracting fearures,

324 The landscapes grouped in the lowest caregory are those which would benefir from the
testorarion of valued ¢lements or the larger scale mirigation or remaval of derracting

features.

3.25 The High group is capable of further sub-divisian into three. roughly equating with

landscapes generally regarded as being of potential national, regional or local importance,

3.26  Detailed analysis has given risc to a five poinr scale which is defincd as follows for (he

purpose of chis study:

High
The overall visual quality of the landscape includes valued elements and is very attracrive in
rermms of ics local convext, The landscape is not unduly marred by the presence of detracring

features.

This cacegory can be further sub-divided into arcas of:
* Highest Value
{Likely rev be of National Importance)

+ Very Artractive
(Likely to be of Regional Imporrance)

* Good
(Likely to be of Local Importance)
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Landscape and Visual Effects

+* Medium/Ordinary
The overall visual quality of the landscape is attractive in terms of its local context,
but down-graded by the presence or intensity of detracting fearures,

+ Low/Poor
The overall visual quality of che kindscape is significantly marred by (he presence or
tnrensity of derracting fearures,

3.2.7 The assumption is that all landscapes, especially thase at the lower grades, have porental

within their character type for quality improvements.

3.2.8 The quality asscssment for this project has therefore to identify which landscape characters
would be significantly downgraded by a road proposal, and ensure thar wherever
practicable, pockets of lower qualiry would be adequaccly amelioraced if they were ta be

taken by the highway scheme,

3.2.9 Tt should be noted thac landscape designarions (eg.Areas OF Questanding Natural Beauty)
rake into account not only the broad characcer type. buc also the excent. Within the
designations there are small pockers of land which individually fall below the designaring
assessment crireria, but nevertheless do not derract from the quality of the area in ics
braadest extent. It is these pockets which require identification in « detailed landscape
asscssment to help ensure thar their impacr is kept in check or ideally their qualiry is

enhanced.

3.2.10 The data for cthis analysis is contained within the landscape assessment forms in the secrion
on landscape character, This dara has been furcher analysed, plotred on Figure 3 (Landscape

Qualicy) and illusrrated by a series of annotated phoragraphs of rhe study area,

3.3 LANDSCAPE QUALITY OF THE STupy AREA
3.3.1 There are no arcas within the site which can he defined as either highest value or very
artractive landscape.
3.3.2 There are limired areas which can be classified as Good quality landscape.

3.3.3  Most of the study area has, as a result of the landscape assessment, been caregorised as being
of Medium/Ordinary quality.

3.34  Although rhis assessment concludes thar the stucly arca is generally of medium value ic
should be noted that chis is based on a visual assessment of the landscape. It is recognised
that the area may contain pockets of higher or lower value within its boundary due to very

local landscape fearures,
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Langscape and Visual Effects

4. SECTION 3 - VISUAL IMPACT

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 Visual impact assessment is a study which deseribes che effeces thar the proposed road and
its attendant artifacts would have on the landscape characer and quality of the arca under

consideration.

4.1.2 Tris a largely subjective study in which a mental picture of the proposed road has been
superimposed on the scene and an assessment has been made on how that landscape would

be affecred from buildings or ather important owidoar locations such as public foarpaths,

4.1.3  The process of visual assessment has involved the preparation of a visual ¢envelope map
which ouclines the area of land from which there would be a view of any part of the

propased road, its struceures or the traffic thar would usc it

4.1.4 A visual impacr survey has been underiaken which compares the quality of (the scenc from
key locations before and after che development of the proposed road using a methodolopy
which assesses the degree of change. The informarion has been colleceed by field survey and

expressed in the form of'a Visual Impacr Schedule (VIS).

4.1.5 The data collecred in the schedule has then been expressed on a plan called a Visual Impac
Driwving (VI13). This form of presentation ensures a clear underseanding of the assessment

conclusions,

4.2  VisuaL ENVELOPE MAR (VEM)

421 AVEM 15 intended primarily as a working (ool to assess the visual impacr of the proposal,
but it can also be used as an indication of the area of land thar would be affecred by the
scherne. There is a danger however that che VEM may be misinterpreted, as the envelape
can gxtend some miles in arcas of open countryside although the road would be barely
perceptible and any impace only slight. Where chis is cthe case the plan is clearly marked 1o
identify these long distance views outside a eut off point some 1000m from the centre line

of the road.

4.2.2  For the purposc of this study the abserver heighe has been taken as 1.8m above ground
level. Ir is assumed thar the visual inrrusion would arise not only from the road, but also the
traffic. A height of 4m above the proposed carriageway level has therefore been taken to
represent the wop of the average commercial vehicle, and as lighiing is proposed along the

lengih of the new road, 1 separate envelope has heen shown for the effect of che lancerns.

4.2.3 On a contoured Qrdnance Survey map the line of the proposed road has been shown and
the lengrhs which are within 4m or more of cut are diagrammatically indicared. The
posicion of any soil mounding is also indicated together wirh an outline around any
significant built up arcas or tree cover. By studying the ground contours, ridges have been
marked up and joined together 1o form an horizon contour beyond which ic would not be

possilile to see the road.

424 This information has been checked on site to ensure irs aceuracy as far as is practicable. buc
it must be stressed that VEMs are not accurate indicarors and that it is noc possible to
assign a tolerance to cthem. The informarion shown on che plan is thercfore an
approximation suitable for comparacive purposes and sufficient to identify the main areas

likely to experience a visual impact.
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4.3  VIsuAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

431

433

434

435

A road schemne can causc eicher a deterioration in visual amenity or an improvement and

this visual change has been categorised according ro rhe following scale:

Substantial adversc or beneficial impact — where the scheme would cause a significant

dereriatation {or improvemnent) in the existing view

Moderate adverse or beneficial impact — where the scheme would cause a noticeable

detetiaration (or improvemenr) in the existing view

Slight adverse or bencficial impact -- where the scheme would cause a barely perceprible

deterioration (or improvement) in the exisring view
No change — no discernible deierioration or improvement in the existing view

The locatians affected by visual impacr have been identified from 3 thorough knowledge of
the arca and an analysis of the VEM. The VIS records these locations in logical sequence
and provides information on the viewing position, the components of the existing view and

an assessment of the impacr of the proposed road.

An assessment of the potential visual impacts has been carried our by walking the study arca
to gain vantage poaints of the proposed rowe which allow views into the site and views
within ir. Considerarion has been given ro seasonal changes which might affecr views, The
impact has been assessed for a winier day in the year of apening, and again for a summer

day fifreen yeurs after opening.

Ity assessing how the roure would affect the existing landscape the following factors have

been raken into considerarion:

i} the extent to which the road wauld be visible in che landscape

it) the charagier of the landscape and its capacity to accepr change

iii} the extent to which impacts could be mitigated and the road integrared inro the
landscape,

When considering the potgntial visibility of the scheme the following fearures have been

raken into accounc

i} the level of the road relative to the existing pround level

it) the road iiself including any side twads, junctions or struciures such as lighting erc.
i) traffic on the road

iv) the loss of trees, buildings, et which stand hetween the observer and the scheme or

which otherwise affect che landscape,

The resules of this assessment have been recorded on VIDs which indicate major visual
barriers, the viewing location and the level and extent of the visual impacr. For public
foutpaths, the length of footpath ar each level of impact is recorded. The first VID shaws
the impact that would be experienced in the year of opening having made allowance for
mirigation measures such as screen mounding. The second VID is based on the predicted
situarion fifteen years after opening and takes into account the screening effect of the

landscape planring proposed as parr of the scheme.
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Landscape and Visual Effects

LANDScAPE CHARACTER KEY
UNRESTORED MINERAL WORKINGS .

ResTORED MINERAL WORKINGS WITH LARGE
WAaTER BoDIES AND WOODLAND FRINGE

PARKLAND PASTURE WITH PROMINENT GROUPS OF
LARGE TREES

OPEN ARABLE FARMLAND

WooDLAND AND MEADOW

ARABLE FARMLAND WITH PROMINENT GROUPS OF
LARGE TREES

OPEN ARABLE FARMLAND WiTH OCCASIONAL
ORCHARDS AND ASSOCIATED WINDBREAKS

MAaTURE PARKLAND LANDSCAPE .

Buwr

A228 [ eybourne and West Malling Bypass Page 10
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e

LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT

SCHEDULE 1

PROJECT SURVEYOR Record what is present by marking relevant ; ; ; ;
ors - mconspu;uous x |evidem xX | conspicuous
A228 Leybourne & West Malling Bypass JMHG LANDFORM
DATE TIME WEATHER xx | flat vertical x |hills broad valley
7 September 1993 Mid morning Sunny rolling plain crags narrow valley
VIEWPOINT DIRECTION OF VIEW undulating rolling lowland coast gill
Birling Road M20 overbridge North east steep plateau estuary deep gorge
LAND COVER /LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

DESCRIPTION farm buildings x |hedges set aside stream x |scrub
General description churches banks game rearing gill x |decid. woodland
Meadowland and revegetated mineral working lying immediately north of the motorway. Separated _m x | paddock public open space duainage dilches conibwosiimi
from same by varied groups of scrub and trees.

- |residential X | pasture playing field marsh mixed woodland

industrial arable golf course TEServoir parkland
Any significant seasonal differences? ruins orchard fishing sea - | chimneys
Deciduous vegetation. derelict land hop garden footpath river poles
land fill / raising glasshouses track pond masts
How accessible and visible is the area to the public? Is it by road, footpath or bridleway? tipping market gardening road lake - |pylons
Partially visible from M20 and Birling Road. - | quarrying nursery xx | motorway isolated trees walls
railway xx | tree belts lighting
- | bridge

ANNOTATED PHOTOGRAPH

Old mineral workings

SCHEDULE 1 Sheet 1 of 2




Landscape and Visual Effects

LANDSCAPE QUALITY KEY

HicH HiGHEST VALUE

VERY ATTRACTIVE

Goob

Mepium/ORDINARY

Low/Poor

BuiLr

A228 Leybourne and West Malling Bypass

Page 14
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Landscape and Visual Effects

VisuaL EnvELOPE KEY

ExisTiNnG VEGETATION FORMING A VisuAL BARRIER

RipGE LINE

PRrROPOSED SCHEME: IN CUTTING LESS THAN 4M DEEP

PROPOSED SCHEME: IN CUTTING DEEPER THAN 4M

VisuaL ENVELOPE

VisuaL ENVELOPE LIGHTING

ScREENING MOUNDS

PROPOSED SCHEME ON EMBANKMENT

A228 Leybourne and West Malling Bypass

Page 18
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Key to Visual Impact on Residential Properties

No Change

LEVEL OF DETERIORATION

Substantial

Moderate

3

Slight

LEVEL OF IMPROVEMENT

Substantial

Moderate

Slight
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