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INTRODUCTION

This document summarises the environmental effects of the proposed improvement to the A249
Stockbury to Sheerness Trunk Road between Stockbury (M2) and Bobbing, and has been prepared
in accordance with sub-section 105A(2) of the Highways Act 1980.

The M2 to Bobbing improvement forms the southem length of the trunk road and joins the Iwade
Bypass scheme at Bobbing roundabout. Line, Side and Slip Road Orders for the Iwade Bypass were
published in March 1990. Compulsory Purchase Orders for the necessary land were published for

the Iwade scheme in June 1990.

The document also includes, as an Appendix, a Non-Technical Summary. Copies of this summary
are available, free of charge, from the Department of Transport, South East Construction Programme
Division, Federated House, London Road, Dorking.




1.1

1.1.1

1.2

1.21

1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

THE EXISTING A249 AND ITS SURROUNDING AREA
Regional Context

The A249 is an important north-south link between Maidstone, the county town of Kent,
and the expanding port of Sheerness, on the Isle of Sheppey. It has important junctions
with the M2, M20 and A2 and is a trunk road between the M2 at Stockbury roundabout
and Sheerness. The A249 is the only road link to the Isle of Sheppey with a lifting
bridge at Kingsferry over the Swale. The primary function of the route is to provide
highway access to the port of Sheerness, to the industrial development on the Isle of
Sheppey and to Ridham Dock. It also serves the industrial and residential areas of
Sittingbourne. Figure 1 shows the A249 in its regional context.

Area of Study

The study area comprises the corridor through which the A249 runs from Stockbury
roundabout, Junction 5 on the M2, passed the settlements at Danaway, Chestnut Street
and Key Street to the area immediately east of Bobbing where it joins a new roundabout
constructed with the proposed A249 Iwade Bypass scheme. The section under

consideration is approximately 5.2km lonyg.

The Existing Road

This section of the A249 is a fairly typical single carriageway rural road bounded by
fields, sections of ribbon development and isolated single properties. Several minor side

roads, lanes and tracks join the road.

From Key Street through Danaway the road is of reasonable alignment and generally
7.3m wide. This section has a 1-2m wide footway on the east side except alongside the
layby. South of Danaway, from the Gleneagles Garage to the M2 viaduct, the right-

hand bend has poor visibility and the carriageway is only about 6m wide without

footways.




1.3.3

1.4

1.4.1

L5

1.5.1

The speed limit is the current national one for single carriageways, i.e 60 mph.

Iwade Bypass

The A249 Twade Bypass scheme which extends from Bobbing to the Kingsferry Bridge
approach is more advanced in the programme than the M2 to Bobbing section and is due
to commence construction before the M2 to Bobbing scheme. The Iwade scheme is a
dual 2 lane all purpose road which terminates at its southem end in a new roundabout
at Bobbing. The roundabout would be linked to the existing A249, Sheppey Way, and
the Staplehurst Link Road, promoted by Kent County Council, which would connect into

north Sittingbourne.

Planning Designations

Figure 2 shows the planning considerations concerning the study area.

L5.1.1 Agriculture

Most of the study site falls within the North Kent Horticultural Belt Area of
Special Significance for Agriculture (ASSA), where there is a strong
presumption for the protection of agricultural land. Most of the land falls
within grades 1 and 2 of the Ministty of Agriculture Fisheries and Food
(MAFF) Agricultural Land Classification.

1.5.1.2 Landscape Classification

The North Downs Special Landscape Area (SLA) was designated by Kent
County Council. Within the study area, the northern boundary of the North
Downs SLA is formed by the M2. The SLA incorporates the North Downs
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which was designated by the
Countryside Commission. Within both of these areas, long-tenn protection

to the landscape is normally given priority over other planning

- considerations.




1.6

1.6.1

1.6.2

1.5.1.3

1.5.14

1.5.1.5

There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the study area.

Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings

An area which includes approximately 12 properties at the northern end of
Chesmut Street is designated as a Conservation Area. Two of these
properties are Grade IT* listed buildings and two are Grade I listed
buildings. One Grade IT listed building is also situated in south Chestnut
Street. At the northemn end of the scheme Bobbing Court and Sole Place in
Bobbing are Grade IT listed buildings and St Bartholomews Church is a
Grade I listed building.

Tree Preservation Orders

The mature trees situated between the Electricity Sub-Station north of
Chestnut Street and the existing A249 are subject to a Tree Preservation

Order (TPO). No other TPOs exist within the study area.

Brickearth Extraction

There are two proposed Brickearth sites with planning permission north of
Key Street.

Geology and Topography

The A249 lies in an area of rolling chalk downland.

Within the study area, the A249 lies at the base of a dry valley, which is fairly wide and

open. The valley runs south-west to north-east and js narrower in the south than in the

north. The A249 runs hard against the north-western side of the valley so that the land

rises more steeply away from the road on s north western side, but remains relatively

flat for a wider distance on the south-eastern side, before rising,




1.6.3

l.e4

1.6.35

1.6.6

1.7

1.7.1

1.7.2

The valley floor slopes gradually downwards from 64m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD)
at Stockbury roundabout to about 29m AOD at Key Steet. The higher parts of the
enclosing downland reach over 100m AOD in Church Wood at the southem end and
56m AOD near Keycol on the A2,

South of Key Street roundabout there is a distinct valley formation with defined
ridgelines on both sides. On the westemn side of the valley the land falls away from the
ridge leading to further rolling hills. On the eastemn side of the valley the land forms
a plateau. Figure 3 shows the general topography and ridge lines in the study area.

North of Key Street roundabout, the valley turns to the east, so that the roundabout has
a backdrop of steeply rising ground to the north. This has been cut through to form
Sheppey Way.

Along Sheppey Way, the land rises gradually to St Bartholomew's Church at Bobbing,

becoming relatively flat and plateau like.
Description of Built-up Areas

Four built-up areas lie within the study corridor. They are Danaway, Chestnut Street,
Key Street and Bobbing.

The settlement at Danaway is a small ribbon development situated mostly along the
eastern side of the existing A249. The community is primarily residential but also
includes two petrol filling stations, a cold store, a cafe and a small timber business. The
dwellings are mainly large and have substantial gardens with, overall, a moderate level

of tree and shrub growth. The population of Danaway in 1984 was 96.

Chestnut Street is a hamlet with a population of 166 in 1984. It is now situated east of
the A249 with access points 1o the A249 at the north and south ends of the CONIMUuILity.
Chestnut Street itself was originally the main road, the present A249 having been
constructed as a bypass. Chestnur Street is a long established commmunity and includes

a Conservation Area and five Listed Buildings. As with Danaway, private gardens tend




1.7.4

1.7.5

1.8

1.8.1

1.8.2

1.B.3

to be large, but there is a fairly low level of tree cover, Chestnut Street is almost
entirely residential, with a small store, a coachworks and one Public House to the north

of the settlement.

Key Street roundabout is the intersection of the A2 and the A249. Both Bobbing Hill
and the A2 Keycol Hill towards Chatham rise quite steeply from the roundabout with
tibbon development lining each road forming the Bobbing Hill community. Towards
the east the A2 Key Street leads into the centre of Sittingbourne becoming gradually

more built up with petrol filling stations and small businesses mingling with dwellings.

Bobbing consists of a small ribbon development. It is primarily residential with a
village hall, Primary School, St Bartholomews Church and Glen-a-Moy residential home.
There are six listed buildings in Bobbing.

Land Use

The A249 study area is predominantly rural, with an urban/rural fringe at Key Street.
The major urban concentration is at Sittingbourne, with the existing industrial area at

its centre. Figure 4 shows the land use, existing footpath network and nature

conservation along the line of the route,

The agricultural land is a patchwork of grazing and arable fields, interspersed with
woodland and orchards. In the south of the study area, sheep pasture is the most
frequent land use, giving way to root and grain crops further north. All of the land
falling within the ASSA is MAFF classified Grade 1,2 or 3 agricultural land. Figure 5

shows the agricultural land classification.

Although the area lies within the North Kent Horticultural Belt, the once prevalent
orchards have largely declined within the study area, particularly north of Key Street.
Large commercial orchards remain south of Keycol Hill and north of Danaway. Old,
remnant orchards also cover a substantial area, mostly south of Key Street and east of
the A249. These are mainly grazed. In the south of the area, the woodlands are mainly

Chesmut coppice remnants, with some species-rich woodlands and remnant orchard and




1.8.4

1.9

1.9.1

L.10

1.10.1

1.10.2

1.10.3

woodland mixes. There are no woodlands north of Rose Hill near Key Street. In
addition, lines of poplars used as windbreaks form a dominant feature in the landscape

and there are many substantial hedgerows.

There are two major recreation areas near to the A249. West of Danaway lies the
18 hole Sittingboume and Milton Regis Golf Club and Grove Park is situated on the A2
between the Key Street roundabout and Sittingbourne. Grove Park is a public recreation

ground and is designated Public Open Space.

Public Rights of Way

There are thirteen Public Rights of Way (PROWSs) which connect with the present A249,
Two of these are bridleways and the remainder are footpaths, including rwo Roads Used
as Public Paths (RUPP).

Wildlife and Conservation

Church Wood west of Stockbury roundabout has been identified by the Nature
Conservancy Council (NCC) as an Ancient Woodland.

No further sites have been designated by the NCC, Kent Trust for Nature Conservation
(KTNC) or other conservation bodies.

A preliminary ecological survey has shown that rnost of the study area is of very little
interest. The most important sites are on rough and unimproved grassland adjacent to
the existing road. These include the M2 sliproads to the west of the Stockbury
roundabout and the neglected area, pasture and bridleway gully opposite the Cold Store
and Gravelpit Wood. The most important area of all was identified as the cutting slope
running the length of the A249 opposite Chestnut Street. This contains several

interesting flowering plants and insect species, including a colony of nationally rare bush

crickets.




L1l

I.11.1

Archaeological Interest

Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit (KARU) have identified five sites of archaeological
wnterest within the study area. One of these sites which includes the foundations of a
Medieval Manor House at Bobbing would be affected by the scheme. Every effort

would be made to allow KARU access to this site prior to the starting of construction.




2.1

2.1.1

2.2

2.2.1

222

2.23

2.24

THE PUBLISHED SCHEME

(reneral

The Published Scheme will provide a new dual carriageway road between Stockbury
roundabout, Junction 5, on the M2 to the south and Bobbing roundabout the termination
of the proposed Iwade Bypass scheme to the north. Figure 6 shows the scheme in
detail. Orders have already been published for the Iwade Bypass in March 1990,

Description of the Scheme

The propesed 3.25 miles (5.2km) length of new dual two-lane road starts at an enlarged
3 arm roundabout at Stockbury and runs north-east under the M2 viaduct to the west of
the existing A249. It then bypasses Danaway passing through the eastern edge of the
Sittingbourne and Milton Regis Golf Course. The carriageways would be split level to

suit the sloping sidelong ground from the viaduct to the golf course.

North-east of the Cold Store the route runs parallel and adjacent to the existing road
passing to the west of Chesmut Street before descending to pass under the A2 at Key
Street. South facing slip roads would be provided at the new Key Street Jjunction

providing access to and from the A2,

The road then cuts into the high ground to the north of Key Street before Crossing over
the London-Sittingbourne railway line and contining north on 6 metre high
embankment crossing over the new Bobbing roundabout. The road then merges with
the proposed Iwade Bypass approximately 400 metres north of the roundabout. South
facing slip roads would be provided at the new roundabout to allow access to and from

the local road network.

The proposed roundabout at Bobbing will be constructed as part of the Iwade Bypass.
The roundabout would be constructed in cutting and some 5 to 6 metres below the

existing ground level on its western side.




2.3

2.3.1

232

24

2.4.1

242

243

The "Staplehurst Road" link would also join this new roundabout and run eastward into

Sittingboume.
Road Standards

It is proposed that this section of the A249 should be an all purpose road having 7.3m
(241t), two lane, carriageways. The verges in general would be 3.5m wide including Lm

hard strips but would be wider over certain sections to allow for the necessary sightlines.

Key Street and Stockbury roundabouts are lit at present. New lighting would be
provided to suit the new junction layouts. It is not proposed to light the carriageway

between junctions.
Side Roads

The proposed A249 has no direct access to the settlements of Danaway or Chestnut
Street. The existing A249 would be realigned and linked to the new Stockbury
roundabout at the south and a new link would be provided to connect Chestnut Street
and the new Key Street roundabout at the north. The existing A249 would then become

a local road serving the Danaway and Chestnut Street communities.

The line of the proposed scheme crosses two roads, namely Wormdale Hill and the A2.
A bridge would carry the realigned Wormdale Hill over the proposed A249. The bridge
would be some 6m above the new road to allow for the continued use of thiz section of
the A249 as a high load route. The existing alignment of Wormdale Hill would be

modified to join into the proposed local road network further to the south in Danaway.

An enlarged at grade roundabout would be constructed at Key Street with the A249
passing under the new roundabout in cutting. All the existing roads joining the
roundabout are to be maintained, and a new local access road would be provided from

the roundabout to Chestnut Street.

- 10 -




2.5 Footpaths and Bridleways

2.5.1 The line of the Proposed scheme crosges eight public footpaths or bridleways,

2.5.2 Rights of Way ZR66, ZR67, ZR71, ZR72,

253 ZR117 meets the existing A249 a Key Street roun

254 North of the railway line at Bobbing ZR109

2.6 Cyclists

2.6.1 The existing A249 with the link onto the new §

- 11 -




2.7

2.7.1

Traffic

The scheme would provide significant benefits for the communities at Danaway, Key
Street and Bobbing by diverting substantial traffic flows away from the existing road.
Congestion at Key Street roundabout would be considerably reduced with the removal
of the A249 through traffic by the grade separation of the interchange, Access to
Wormdale Hill would be maintained with a conmection onto the local road which would
carry significantly less traffic than at present. The effects of the scherne on traffic flows

are shown on Figure 7.

-12-




3.1

311

3.21

3.22

323

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
Appraisal Framework

The effects of the Published Scheme on the environment are shown in the Appraisal
Framework (Appendix A). This has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines
given in the Department of Transport’s "Manual of Environmenta] Appraigal" (MEA).

The two options compared in the framework are:-
{a) The Published Scheme as described in this report.

{b) - The "Do Minimum" scheme including the completed Iwade Bypass scheme
and mvolving the construction of an enlarged roundabout at Key Street with

a left tumn lane from the A2 Sittingbourne to the A249 southbound.
Summary of Major Environmental Effects

The proposed route would alter the landscape in some areas. New cutting slopes wounld
be constructed in the region of Sittingbourne and Milton Regis Golf Course, adjacent
to Chestnut Street and just north of Key Street roundabout. Embankments would be
constructed to accommodate the Wormdale Hjll diversion in the centre of Danaway and

to raise the route to the proposed bridge over the railway south of Bobbing.

The major visnal effects will be caused by the cutting at Key Street and the embankment

at Danaway.

The main area of vegetation to be affected would be the woodland ridge to the north of
Key Street where a considerable number of semi-mature native trees would be lost from
the slopé immediately to the north of the roundabout. Some hedgerows would also be
lost at Wormdale Hill. The proposed route would cross footpaths ZR71, ZR72 and
ZR117 and the junctions of ZR116 and ZR67 with the existing A249 would be affected.

- 13 -




324 Junction construction would cause the demolition of two houses in Danaway, "Danaway
House" and "Renfrew". These are both currently owned by the Department of
Transport. However the high degree of community severance currently experienced by
fourteen properties in south Danaway from the "Gleneagle Garage" northwards to
"Meadvale” would be substantially reduced by the down grading of the existing A249

from trunk road to local road.

3.25 Six farms would be affected by the scheme but it is felt that the scheme would not have
a significant affect on the viability of the farms.
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4.1.3

4.1.4

4,1.5

4.1.6

MITIGATION MEASURES
General

The proposed improvement to the A249 would provide a new dual carriageway highway
running to the west of the communities of Danaway and Chestnut Street and joining the

Iwade Bypass east of Bobbing.

From Stockbury roundabout northwards to Wormdale Hill the two carriageways would

have a widened central reserve and be split level to reduce earthwork on sloping ground.

At Danaway the new road would pass to the rear of eight properties at the south west
end of the community. Visual and acoustic intrusion would be low due to the screening
of the houses by the existing ancient hedgerow and the topography. The new

carriageway would be kept low in cutting to reduce its impact.

In central Danaway around Wormdale Hill the trunk road through traffic would be
moved away from the properties. The Wormdale Hill road embankment and landscape
mounding to the north would provide a degree of screening of the through traffic. The
sympathetic use of mounding and planting with off-site planting by agreement would

be undertaken to minimise the impact of the Wormdale embankment or the community.

As the existing road passes west of Chestmut Street it is in cutting, The new alignment
would place both new carriageways at a similar level to the existing road with the

cutting widened westwards to accommodate the new road.

The grade separation of Key Street A2 junction with the A249 passing under the new
enlarged at grade roundabout wouyld provide environmental benefits such as reduced

noise and less visual obstruction to the community,

- 15 -




4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

424

4.3

4.3.1

4.3.2

Noise

The proposed geometric alignment of the scheme with extensive earth mounding and
grading of side slopes would substantially help to limit the acoustic impact of the road

on the existing residences.

A landscape mound would be provided to screen the new road from the properties north
of Wormdale Hill in Danaway thereby reducing the visual and acoustic impact on these

dwellings.

At Chestnut Street where the existing A249 is in cutting the new road would involve the
widening -of the cutting westwards away from the settlement. Earthmounding and
planting would be provided on top of the existing cut backing onto Chestmut Street to

reduce the noise impact on the properties.

Dwellings which meet the criteria imposed in the Noise Insulation Regulations 1975 will

be: provided with insulation against construction noise, or traffic noise, or both.
L.andscape and Visual
The landscape proposals have been designed to integrate the proposed route as much ag
possible into the existing landscape and to reduce its visual effect from residential areas
and other important viewpoints.
This would be achieved by utilising a variety of landscape techniques:-
4321 Dense native tree and shrub planting on cuttings and embankments.
This technique has been proposed along most of the new road especially
where the planting can be related to existing vegetation. In some areas, gaps

would be designed into the planting belt where this is locally more

appropriate.

- 16 -




43272

4.3.2.3

4.3.24

4326

Acquisition of additional land for dense native tree and shrub planting.

Acquisition of additional land has been proposed locally where embankrment
and cutting planting is insufficient or not suitably located to satisfactorily
screen the road. Small parcels of land which would be severed or which
would be inaccessible have largely been urilised for this purpose, particularly

at Danaway and Stockbury.

Dense planting of native trees and shrubs on soil mounds,

Mounds would be utilised in conjunction with additional land acquisition
where it would be important to screen the road immediately after
construction.

Offsite planting by agreement with the land owner.

This solution would be employed where planting outside of the immediate

vicinity of the road would further mitigate the visual effects of the new road.

Extensive land grading to achieve an apparently natural downland profile

This would be applied in areas where cutting slopes can be satistactorily
graded to merge with local topography. This technique has the advantage
of being immediately effective. The landscape proposals drawings show the

location and extent of the planting techniques to be employed.
Further landscape techniques are proposed for areas with special

circumstances which require individual treatment, particularly where visual

intrusion would be severe. These are as follows:-

217 -




(i) Field South of Danaway
Extensive mounding is proposed to create a false cutting and
create a natural downland profile to the field between the
existing and proposed A249.

(ii) Worrmndale Hill
Embankment slopes to the Wormdale Hill diversion would be
constructed to as shallow a gradient as possible, to minimise the
visual effect on Danaway. Dense native tree and shrub planting

would screen traffic from nearby housing.

(iii) North of Key Street
Proposed cutting slopes would be married into existing steep
slopes as far as possible to maximjse retention of existing
vegetation. Mounds and dense native tree planting are proposed

for long-term screening of the road.

(iv) Bridge Over Railway Line and Bobbing Roundabout
Dense native tree and shrub planting would be employed in
elevated positions on highway embankments to enable early
screening. New planted mounds are also proposed to the south
of Bobbing roundabout to reduce the visual impact of vehicles
from low level viewpoints. Off site planting by agreement is

also suggested to further reduce the visual impact.
4.4 Wildlife and Conservation
441 The areas of ecological interest which would be affected by the proposais are those lying
to the west of the existing A249 on the cutting slopes from the Cold Store to the

northern end of Chestnut Street.

442 The proposed road alignment would necessitate the removal of all the existing cutting

slopes along this stretch.

- 18 -




4.4.3

4.4.4

The new cuttings would be constructed at a gradient of 1 : 1 on the lower chalk slopes,
The upper slopes of Thanet Beds are less stable and would be constructed at a gradient
of 1:3. The chalk slopes would be given a rough and uneven surface to encourage the
invasion of native chalkland plant species. The upper slopes would be revegetated with
appropriate species to resemble as closely as possible the present ground flora. If
feasible patches or "turves” of the existing roadside vegetation would be removed prior
to road construction and reintroduced on to the new upper slopes. This has proved to
be of some use in conserving existing ground flora in similar situations, the aim being
that the species present in the implanted turves will eventually recolonize and spread to

the surrounding area.

Elsewhere on the site, native wild flora species would be sown where appropriate and
native tree and shrub species will be used €Xcept in situations where ornamental species

are rmore appropriate.

- 19 -




5.1

5.1.1

512

514

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES CONSIDERED

(zeneral

A public consultation exercise was undertaken in 1987 for the A2 to M2 section of the
A249. During the consultation two alternative routes and two alternative junction
options were presented to the public at exhibitions held during February. Both schemes,
the red and blue routes, commenced at Stockbury roundabout and terminated in an at

grade roundabout with the A2 at Key Street.

During the consultation exercise a third route was suggested by the public passing to the

east of Danaway.

Following consideration of the responses from the public consultation exercise and work
on the "East of Danaway" route in August 1988 the Red Route was announced as the
Preferred Route, During the consultation a number of interested bodies had suggested
that Key Street roundabout should be developed as a grade separated junction on traffic
and safety grounds. The Preferred Route announcement stated that further work would

be carried out on the possibility of grade separation at Key Street.

During 1986 three alternative routes for the Iwade bypass had been presented to the
public. Each of the three routes which extended from Key Street roundabout to the
Kingsferry Bridge, were given a colour code of Red, Blue and Yellow. The concept of
the red route was to bypass Bobbing and Howt Green to the west and then pass east of
Iwade to use much of the existing Sheppey Way north of the village. The route would
cross the London-Sittingboume railway, near Bobbing, approximately 70 metres west
of the existing railway bridge. The Blue route is similar in concept to the red route over
the southern length of the Iwade scheme and followed the Yellow route to the north.
The Yellow route which was announced as the preferred route, is the one that has been
developed as the "Published Scheme” for the Iwade bypass. This route leaves the
existing roundabout at Key Street and passes east of Bobbing and Howt Green and then

runs parallel and adjacent to the Sittingbourne - Sheemess railway line to Kingsferry
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5.1.5

5.1.6

5.1.7

5.2

5.2.1

Bridge. The alternative schemes considered for the A2 to M2 scheme and the Iwade

Bypass are shown on Figure 8.

Following the preferred route announcements for both the Iwade Bypass and the A2 to
M2 sections of the A249, the grade separation of the Key Street junction where the A2
and the A249 meet was considered further. Kent County Council at this time had
brought forward proposals for the Staplehurst Road Link which would connect into the
[wade Bypass at a new roundabout at Bobbing. In 1989 revised National Road Traffic
Forecast figures were published by the Department of Transport which indicated grade
separation would be essential at Key Street on traffic grounds. The development of the
junction arrangements at Key Street was added to the A2-M2 proposals using the

alignment-chosen for the preferred route for Iwade Bypass.

Further work was carried out on the Key Streer junction with underpass and viaduct
solutions given consideration together with combinations of slip roads connecting with
the roundabouts at Bobbing and at Key Street. This scheme now extends from the M2

at Stockbury to the proposed new roundabout at Bobbing,

The schemes presented at the public consultation exercise and subsequently developed

for the M2 to Bobbing improvement are as follows:-
The Red Route

The Red Route would involve the construction of a new dual 2 lane carriageway running
north from Stockbury roundabout to the west of the existing A249. The new road
having passed under the M2 viaduct would cross a field and pass through the edge of
Sittingbourne and Milton Regis Golf Course passing behind the Danaway properties on
the westemn side of the existing A249. Having crossed Wormdale Hill the road would
curve right to join the line of the existing road in the region of the Cold Store. From
the Cold Store north to Key Street the existing carriageway would remain as the
southbound carriageway with the northbound carriageway constructed adjacent to it.
Wormdale Hill would cross the new A249 on an overbridge and then descend on

embankment to join the existing downgraded A249 in central Danaway.
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Local access would be provided to Danaway via slip roads on the northbound
carriageway and over the Wormdale bridge with left turn on and off slip roads from the
southbound carriageway. The existing road link from Danaway to Stockbury roundabout
would be removed. Access to Chestnut Street would be via a one-way link road onto
the A2 just east of Key Street roundabout. On and off slip roads would be provided to

and from the A249 southbound carriageway.

The "Published Scheme" in this document is principally the development of this Red
Route. The line of the scheme rernains basically unaltered with the access arrangements
amended, the incorporation of a grade separated junction with the A2 at Key Street and

the extension of the scheme northwards to the Bobbing roundabout.
The Blue Route

The principle of the Blue route was basically on-line dualling retaining the existing

carriageway and providing a new carriageway adjacent to it on its westem side.

The new road would deviate from the existing line over an 800m length through
Danaway to provide a grade separated junction with Wormdale Hill. This would entail
the new road departing from the existing line at the southern end of Danaway and

passing under Wormdale Hill approximately 60m west of the existing road.

Access to Danaway would be provided by slip roads off the northbound carriageway
onto Wormdale Hill passing over the new A249 on a bridge and running down an
embankment to the existing road. Access from the southbound carriageway would be

from left i slip roads onto the existing A249,
East of Danaway Route

Following the public consultation a third route was considered cailed the East of
Danaway route. This route commences with an enlarged roundabout at Stockbury and
mns north under the M2 viaduct and climbs the eastem valley side first on embankments

and then cutting before passing east of Danaway. The route would then curve back and
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descend the valley side passing east of the Cold Store before going onto ernbankment
and rejoining the existing road alignment at Chestnut Street. The route then continues

north following the existing road from Chestnut Street to Key Street.

An additional arm would be provided on Stockbury roundabout for the connector road
which would num to the west of and parallel to the new alignment and join up with the
existing A249 just south of Gleneagles Garage. This would provide the southern access

to Danaway. Woodgate Lane would pass under the new scheme in an underpass,

Access to the southbound carriageway from Chestnut Street would be provided by a left-
in, left-out turning at Chestnut Street north.

The existing road would join the northbound carriageway of the new road at the south
end of Chestnut Street. A new length of road would be constructed connecting the south
end of Chesmut Street with the existing road in the area of Gravelpit Wood and passing
under the new road via an underbridge.

Choice of Published Scheme

The published scheme was chosen because:-

1. It was the most favoured by the general public, local authorities and other
bodies.
2, It significantly reduced community severance at Danaway.
3. It was best in economic terms.
4. It would have a less severe effect upon the environment.
- 23
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APPENDIX B




NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

The Existing Situation

The A249 is an important north-south link between the M20, the M2 and the A2. It also forms the
only link between the main land and the Isle of Sheppey, which includes the port of Sheerness. The
road is heavily trafficked and carries a high proporion of heavy goods vehicles. In the region of
the proposed scheme, the existing road passes through the ribbon development of Danaway,

bypasses Chestrut Street and crosses the A2 at Key Street in an at grade roundabout.

The Scheme

The proposed scheme would involve the construction of a new dual two lane carriageway passing
to the west of Danaway and Chestnut Street along the line shown on Figure A. The scheme would
commence at a new enlarged 5 arm roundabout at Stockbury and run north-east under the M2
viaduct to the west of the existing A249. The new route would bypass the Danaway settlement,
travelling through the edge of Sittingbourne and Milton Regis Golf Course and rejoin the existing
road adjacent to the Cold Store. North of the Cold Store the road would follow the line of the
existing A249 to Key Street, bypassing Chestnut Street. The new road would then descend between
retaining walls south of Key Street and pass under a new enlarged roundabout at the junction with
the A2. The new road would climb in cutting up the escarpment north of Key Street before
emerging on embankment to pass over the London-Sittingboumne railway line at Bobbing. The road
would then continue north on a 6m embankment over the new Bobbing roundabout and merge with

the line of the proposed Iwade Bypass scheme approximately 400m further north.

The Side Roads

There would be no direct access from the new A249 to the settlements of Danaway or Chestnut
Street. The existing A249 would become a local access road with connections to the new

roundabout at Stockbury in the south and the enlarged Key Street roundabout in the north.




The line of the proposed scheme crosses two roads namely Wormdale Hill and the A2. A bridge
would carry a realigned Wormdale Hill over the new A249. Having crossed the A249, Wormdale

Hill would descend on embankrment to meet the local road in Danaway.

At Key Street the proposed underpass would remove the A249 through traffic from the enlarged

roundabout.

Benefits of the Scheme

Traffic through Danaway would be substantially reduced. There would be a significant reduction

in community severance at Danaway.

Access to properties in Danaway, the Cold Store and the golf course would be eased due to the

provision of a local access road. Buses, cyclists and pedestrians can use the local road.

The rernoval of the A249 through traffic at Key Street roundabout would reduce congestion and

delay at this junction.

Noise to properties fronting the existing A249 in Danaway would be greatly reduced.

Impact of the Scheme

Two properties would be demolished at Danaway due to the construction of the scheme. Both

properties are owned by the Department of Transport.

The new road and structures would be visible from a number of locations although much of the road

would be in cutting and ameliorated by landscape treatment.

The majority of the scheme lies within the North Kent Horticultural Belt "Area of Special

Significance” for agriculture and six farms would be affected.

The southemn 300m of the scheme and Stockbury roundabout lies within the Kent Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and North Downs Special Landscape Area.




There would be a slight increase in traffic noise to the rear of properties on the westem side of

Chestnut Street.

Mitigation Measures

Extensive mounding and planting proposals have been designed to integrate the proposed route as
much as possible into the existing landscape and to reduce its visual effect from residential areas
and other viewpoints. Various techniques would be used 1o integrate the new road into the
landscape. These would include dense native tree and shrub planting on cuttings and embankments,
extensive land grading to achieve an apparent natural downland profile and offsite planting by

agreement with land owners.

Earthmounding would be used to limit the impact of noise on the most affected properties,

Alternatives Considered

At the public consultation held in February 1987 two route options and two junction options were
presented to the public for the A2 to M2 section of the proposals. Further to the public consultation
exercise and following a suggestion from the public a third route called the East of Danaway route
was also investigated (Figure B). In late 1980 route options for the Iwade Bypass had been
presented to the public from the A2 north to Kingsferry Bridge and the preferred route alignment

chosen from these options formed the basis of the A2 Key Street to Bobbing section of these

proposals.

The scheme based on the A2-M2 red route was preferred because:-

It was the most favoured by the general public, Jocal authorities and other bodies.
It significantly reduced community severance at Danaway.

It was best in economic termns.

Lol ol A

It would have a less severe effect upon the environment.
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