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Folkestone - Honiton Trunk Road AZ27

Crogsbush Bypass

Environmnmental Statement

1.

1.1

Scheme Description

The village of Crossbush, with a population of about 150
lies about 1.25 km east of Arundel and astride the
present A27 trunk road. Much of the village is
residential in character, there are no shops or schools,

"and includes two public houses, a garage and the Convent

of Poor Claresz, located north of the main road.
Woodland dominates the area north of the village, with
mainly open fields in agricultural use to the south.

The village is located on slightly undulating land
substantially above the Arun valley with intervening
steep slopes. Scuth of the village the land drops
gently and evenly to the coastal plain.

The whole of the area north of the A27 iz located within
the Sussex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Within the village there are a number of Grade II listed
buildings namely Crossbush Lodge, Bushacre, Calceto
Cottage, 0ld Well House, Howards Hotel and The Plough
and Sail Inn. To the south of the village there are two
further Grade II listed buildings, namely Brook Lawn and
Calceto.

The proposed scheme lies bhetween the A284 junction with
the A27 trunk road adjacent to Howards Hotel, and the
termination of the dual carriageway at Poling Corner.

The line of the proposed road will be approximately
200 m south of the village, will be of dual two lane
layout and approximately 2 km long. When the full
Arundel Bypass is constructed the junction between the
A27 trunk road and the A284 will be of the two level
type. In the meantime, however, the section of A284
north from this junction will be widened to provide a
single 7.3 n wide carriageway.

The vertical alignment of the proposed scheme is such
that at its western end it will be in cutting. This
cutting will be of maximum depth of 4.5 m and extends
for a length of approximately 700 m. From the end of
the cutting eastwards the road will be located on a
shallow embankment of maximum height of 1.1 m over a
distance of approximately 500 m. The rest of the route
to Poling Corner will be at ground level.

The existing road network is shown on Figure 1 and the
layout of the proposed scheme is shown on Figure 2.

The re-distribution of traffic flows resulting from the
implementation of the scheme are shown on Figure 3 of
this report.




Mitigation Measure=z

In order to reduce the impact of the road from the rear
of the properties located in the village and also from
Caleceto Farm south of the route it is proposed to
provide earth bunds and planting.

On the north side of the road the bund will extend
wegtwards from Stubbs Copse for about 200 m. The height
of this bund will be variable, up to about 1.8 m in
order to achieve an effective height of 3.0 m above the

- carriageway.

On the south side a similar bund will be provided of an
effective height of 2.5 m above the carriageway.

In order to extend the screening effect on the south
side areas of tree planting are proposed. These will
extend west of the bund for approx. 200 m and to the
east will link with the area= of Stubbs Copse and
Westlands Copse. A continuocus length, therefore, in
excess of 1 km will consist of existing and proposed
planting. ‘

Additiconal small areas of tree Planting at the eastern
end of the scheme, between Poling Corner and Westlands
Copse, will further soften the impact of the road.

In order to retain the same level of parking available
adjacent to the properties at Poling Corner the existing
layby will be extended. -

Environmental Data

This data is included in the appraisal framework,
Appendix A to this report, ‘

Non-Technical Summary

The proposed bypass will be dual carriageway layout and
a two level junction will be provided at its connection
with the A284 Lyminster road. The A284 will pass over

the new road and will be widened as far as its junction
with the A27 at Howards Hotel.

The implementation of the proposed scheme will
substantially remove all through traffic from the
village. The present daily traffic flows are in the
order of 17,500 vehicles which will reduce to something
less than 1000 per day. (Note: Figure 3 shows zero
traffic, i.e. no through traffic.)

This reduction in traffic will bring environmental
benefits to residents and visitors to the village.
Noise levels and air pollution will be substantially
reduced, accessibility to property will be greatly
improved and conditions will be safer for pedestrians.




The implementation of the scheme will not regquire the
demolition of any property. With the proposed road
being located in a cutting at its western end and with
the provision of earth bunds and planting the impact of
the w road will be considerably softened and visually
less??btrusivej P,

The new road affects a public footpath (Ne. 2202) which
diverges into two just south of the proposed road.
Minor changes to the footpath route will be made, but
pedestrians will still be able to use the footpath and

"cross the new road at surface level.

The new road will affect the footway alongside the A284
Lyminster road but pedestrians will be able to cross the
slip roads of the new junction and continue along the
Lyminster Road.

With the implementation of the scheme there will be
increased traffic flows on the A284 between its junction
with A27 and the new two level junction. This will make
access to properties located aleng this section of road
more difficult until the Arundel Bypass is constructed.

It is proposed to provide a layby on the eastbound
carriageway in the vicinity of Westlands Copse. Also
the existing layby adjacent to the residential
properties at Poling Corner will be extended.

Alternatives Considered

When Public Consultation for the Crossbush Diversion
took place in 19279 two reoutes were put forward for
comment, however the section from A284 ILyminster road
eastwards was commeon to both routes.

Following comments made on the routes the alignment was N ?
altered in the vicinity of the village. The amended Qs ¢
route was located further south of the village to reduce

its impact on the residents of the village.

Choice of Preferred Route

The proposed scheme will provide an effective bypass to
the village, reduce traffic flows substantially and
bring about environmental improvements within the
village.

The adverse environmental effects of the new road will
be mitigated by the provision of the earth bunds and
tree planting.

The proposed scheme alignment takes into account
comments made at the time of the Crossbush Diversion
public consultation. No alternative proposals have been
put forward for consideration.
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