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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 This report sets out the archaeological and cultural heritage background data
acquired in connection with the proposed dualling of the A303 Ilminster bypass. The
study was undertaken by AC archaeology as part of the Parsons Brinckerhoff
consultancy team acting for the Highways Agency. The report also includes an
assessment of the likely impacts of the scheme on the historic environment.

1.2 The existing bypass between Southfields roundabout north west of Tlminster and
Hayes End roundabout at South Petherton is some 10.3 km in length. It comprises a
three lane carriageway and was constructed in 1988.

1.3 The underlying geology of the route consists of Yeovil Sands at the South

Petherton end of the route with outcrops of mixed limestones, Pennard Beds and silts

and marls between South Petherton and Whitelackington. The Ilminster end of the

route is dominated by Middle and Lower Lias limestone with deposits of :
Alluvium and River Gravels around Ilton in the far NW corner of the study area. The :
topography of the route is gently undulating with the Rivers Isle and Ding crossing the

far western end on roughly NE-SW axis and the River Parrett crossing the far eastern

end of the scheme on a NW - SE axis.

1.4 The land use is dominated by pasture and arable farming in an area with no
modern industrial activity and no major urban centres. The main setllement in the
area is the town of [Iminster at the far western end of the route, the north eastern
corner of which falls within the study area, The only other settlement of any size is
the small market town of South Petherton at the far east end of the route which has
Saxon origins. There are also five further villages mentioned in Domesday Book
(Seavington St Michael, Seavington St Mary, Whitelackington, Iiminster and Tlton).
The route covers areas of land division characteristic of both Medieval and
post-Medieval enclosure, and includes the remains of medieval estates and deer park.
and two post-Medieval parks.

2 METHODOLOGY
2.1 Scope of the Study

2.L.1 The assessment has been prepared in accordance with section 4 of the
Environmental Assessment Scoping Report issued February 2003 (Parsons
Brinckerhoff 2003},

2.1.2 This report is based on a Stage 2 study as defined in the Department of
Transport’s Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB), modified where
necessary, to include aspects of cultural heritage considered significant since the
publication of the guidance (e.g. Important Hedgerows), but also to include
information from surveys obtained during the previous Ilminster Bypass
Improvements Scheme in 1996, and information gained from the monitoring of
Geotechnical Trial Pits excavated at points along the route in August 2003.
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2.1.3 The scope of Stage 2 archaeological (and built heritage) assessment, in DMRB
is defined, ‘The objective at this stage is to undertake sufficient assessment to identify
the archaeological factors (historic buildings and sites), and the effects upon them to

be taken into account by the Design Organisation in developing and refining route
optiony...."

methodologies set out in the DETR *Guidance on the Methodvlogy for Mulit-Modal

The assessment of the significance of the historic resource and effects o i has used
Studies’ 2000, @

2.1.4 The scope of the assessment has included consideration of
* Archaeological sites, monuments and finds;
* Listed Buildings and other structures of historic interest;

* Ihstoric Landscape, including Conservation Areas, Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic Interest;

.

* Historic Baftlefield sites, and

Hedgerows of Historic Importance

2.2 Extent of the survey

The study area is a zone approximately 1km wide on either side of the existing
carriageway, a total of some 26 km?, as shown on the ‘Layout Plans’ (nos. *
HH180651/SL/001-7) produced by Parsons Brinckerhoff,

2.3 Data Sources
2.3.1 The assessment has comprised a review of:

* archacological, Listed Building and Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC)

records held by the Architectural and Historic Hentage Department, Somerset
County Council;

* archaeological data and aerial photographs held by the National Monuments
Record, English Heritage, Swindon, including the Register of Historic Battlefields
and the Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historical Interest;

* historical cartographic and documentary information held at the Somerset Record
Office, Taunton;

* cultural heritage information acquired during the preparation of the

Environmental Assessment for the previous scheme proposals undertaken in
1996,

e
* aselective walkover of sites and buildings likely to most directly affected by the
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route options, and;

* information gained from the monitoring of geotechnical trial pits excavated for
the scheme assessment in 2003,

2.3.2 The survey data was acquired between June 2002 and August 2003.

2.4 Consultation

The advice of EH was sought in May 2003 regarding the assessment of historic
landscapes. A reply was received dated 17 June 2003 and the responses taken into
account in the resulting assessment,

The views of English Heritage were also sought regarding the use of the listing prades
for buildings and historic parks in providing an assessment of importance, [t is clear
th:at Epglish_. Heritage view all listed building and park‘s as having the potential to be
of national importance and should be assessed accordingly.

2.5 Presentation of Data

2.5.1 The results of the searches are summarised in Tables 1 and 2: all sites are
located on Figs. 1- 5. The following report sections present a summary of results.

2.5.2 All archaeological records have an A prefix, all historic buildings have a B
prefix.

2.5.3 Additional information, such as lists of asrial photographs examined, historical
mapping and HL.C data are included in Appendices 1 - 3 respectively.

ARCHAEOLOQGICAL SITES AND FINDS (Figs. 1-5)
3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 The area has been the subject of one previous extensive archacological survey
(for the 1996 scheme assessment). Information acquired for that study, including field
survey by geophysical survey, has been incorporated into the current study.

3.1.2 A total of 83 archaeological sites and find spots were recorded along the route
and are presented in full in Table 1. These sites include individual finds or groups of
finds, cropmark evidence, excavated evidence, sites of WWII defences and
documentary evidence. Of the total of sites, eleven (A72, Al17, A60, A31, A58, A79,
A74, A69, A70, A71, A46) are located within 100 metres of the existing bypass and
within the present scheme boundaries (i.e. north of Ilminster and to the east of Hayes
End roundabout). A summary of the information is presented below by historical
period.

3.2 Prehistoric

Limited evidence for the prehistoric period is recorded in the study area. A pit
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containing sherds of Iron Age pottery (A78) was recorded north east of Iminster in
2002 during topsoil stripping for the Pucklington to Mollham pipeline which runs
across the western end of the scheme on a roughly NE-SW axis.

A prehistoric site (A79) was identified at Boxstone Hill, on the north side of the
existing bypass, during its construction in 1988. This site 15 mentioned in the 1996

Environmental Statement, but no further information on the site’s extent and nature is
available.

The presumed line of a prehistoric trackway (A46), running parallel and some 250m
to the north of the Fosse Way (site A56) has been identified at the far eastern end of
the route. This trackway follows the line of the existing bypass to the east of the
South Petherton, runs under the Hayes End roundabout and then to the south of

Watergore Farm before ending at a junction with some minor roads to the north of
Lopen.

Observations along the South Petherton to Compton Durville pipeline in 1995 (A63),
the western half of which crosses the far eastern end of the route, noted a number of

pieces of worked chert and flint, although it is unclear whether these were tools or
waste flakes,

3.3 Romano-British

3.3.1 Foyse Way (456)

The Fosse Way Roman road crosses the far castern end of the route on a NE-SW axis,
extending for ¢.43 km from Axmouth to Ilchester, A watching brief in Iichester in
1991 recorded a section across the road which showed it to be some 200mm thick and
some 4.5 metres wide. There is no record of excavation within the present study area.

3.3.2 Sites

A Romano-British villa site (A37) is recorded at Over Stratton, south of the Fosse
Way. A “pavement’ suggesting a villa is reported to have been uncovered in 1673 at

this site, although the first reference to this discovery was by Collinson in 1791 and so
should be treated with some scepticism.

Petherton Bridge (A38) on the A303 is thought to represent the Romano-British
crossing point for the Fosse Way over the River Parrett. The site is referred to as ‘old
bridge’ in ¢.1206. In the 17th century the bridge, apparently rebuilt in the 15th
century, was reported as bearing the effigies of two people. Although demolished
during the Civil War, its was repaired in 1650 and survived until the early 1970s
when it was demolished as part of improvements to the A303. The Stone effigies
were retained and are now stored in Somerset County Museum in Taunton. The

bridge was a Scheduled Monument, but was descheduled following its final
demolition.

3.3.3 Coin Finds

There has been a moderate number of finds of Romano-British coins and smail
hoards in the study area, all located at the eastem end. At Lopen, coins of Trajan,
Hadrian and Valerian have been found in the early years of the 20th century (A34)

E

A303 Hminster Bypass Dualling
Histarle Evtvirorment

puwe 4

L




but their precise location is unknown. Afrgman villa has recently been discovered at
Lopen, outside the study area. Coins of Sallenus and Postumus were ploughed up
near Ben Cross (A42). A coin of Constantinus IT was found in 1889 near Fowts,
Seavington (A58). In 1722 *six pecks’ of Roman coins were reportedly dug up in a
field close to Petherton Bridge, while a coin of Constantine the Great was found near
the bridge in the 1920s (A38).

Roman material was found in a deposit up to one metre deep in 1987 during
preparatory work prior to the construction of the llminster by-pass (A61). This
matenial consisted mainly of pottery sherds and general refuse. A number of
Romano-British sherds and some fragments of slag (A69) were recovered from a
layer of colluvium during the excavation of Geotechnical Trial Pits on the southern
edge of the A303 at Frogmary Lane in July 2003. A single sherd of Romano-British
pottery (A70) was found to the north of the A303 at Frogmary Lane m June 2003
during the walkover survey which formed part of this survey.

3.4 Saxon

South Petherton (A44) was considered to be a place of some importance in the Saxon
period when it was a royal manor with its own mint and a church which was probably
of Minster status. There is also a tradition that King Ine of Wessex had a palace here,
although the site has not been located, Alviet the priest is recorded as holding a
substantial estate here at the time of Domesday in 1086 and the appearance of several
chapels dependent upon the church in South Petherton is strong evidence for its
origins as a Saxon Minster. Although Domesday makes no mention of a mint here,
coins from a pre-Norman mint at South Petherton have been found around the county.

A number of ditches have also been noted, suggesting that the site may have been
fortified at some point.

3.5 Medieval

3.5.1 Deserted Medieval Villages

A deserted Medieval village (DMV) has been identified at Whitelackington (A15)
with earthworks noted to the east of the village and with a Medieval church and
manor house in apparent isolation from the rest of the current village. The site of the
origmnal village appears to be indicated by the location of some old farm buildings and
the alignment of a holloway to the west of the church. The original village appears to
have been moved at the time of the creation of a Medieval Deerpark (A13).

A second DMV and chapel site has also been identified at Atherstone {A16), a small
hamlet to the north of Whitelackington. Earthworks, house platforms, holloways and
ditches can be clearly seen to both the north and south of Atherstone farm. Many

houses and small enclosures are shown on the tithe map from 1840, The chapel here

is known to have had a Geoffrey de Hamme as chaplain in 1415 according to parish
records.

A third DMV is known at Dillington Park (A19) where very slight earthworks have
been noted within the later Post Medieval Park. '
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3.5.2 Plunned Medieval Villages

A north-south aligned street and parallel back lane at Whitelackington appear to show
a planned settlement established here following the removal of the original village to
make way for a Deer Park (A13). The properties all mm at right angles to these initial

strects. Earthworks from the planned Village at Seavington St. Mary have also been
identified (A28 and A29),

3.5.3 Ecclesiustical sites

Work in and around the Church of St. Mary, Whitelackington has uncovered a
number of features related to the medieval origins of the church (A2). The church
itself is discussed below in section 5.3.1 (B116). Four burials in wooden coffins were
found during excavations under the nave and south transept in 1989 and although at
least one of these was Post medieval in date, an amount of stray human bone was
recovered from the spoil suggesting the remains of an earlier Medieval cemetery.
Medieval graveyards have also been identified at St Michael’s church, Seavington St.
Michael (A23) and St. Peter and St. Paul’s church in South Petherton (A35). The
archacological monitoring of groundworks at South Petherton Infants School revealed
burials from the original medieval graveyard from the neighbouring St. Peter and St.

Paul’s church (A62). This monitoring also uncovered ditches and pits dating from the
11th, 12th and 14th centuries,

3.35.4 Other finds

Strip linear boundaries were noted during monitoring of the Stocklinch to Hminster
Pipeline in 2002 (A77). These boundaries were found within the unenclosed medieval
field south of Stocklinch. Medieval finds (A78) were also found within redeposited
rubble found to the north of Whitelackington. Strip lynchets were recorded on the

north side of Pertwood Hill during monitoring of the Puckington to Mootham pipeline
in 2000.

3.5.58 Potential Manaor sites

The site of a possible manor house (A22) has been identified in a field to the SW of
llton at the western end of the scheme. Fields on this site bear the names ‘Court Field’
and “Great Court Field’ both on the OS map of 1803 and on the tithe map from 1840,

The site of the former manor (A25) of Seavington Denis has been identified to the
SW of the church at Seavington St Michael. The field contains earthworks up to 1.5
metres in height with several distinet platforms representing the manorial complex.
The sitc was described in 1383 comprising a hall, 2 chambers, a grange, stables, byre

and a piggery. The field containing the earthworks is called *Court Close” on the tithe
inap of 1840,

A similar site has also been identified at Seavington Abbots (A30) where fields called
“Court Field” and “Court Field Close® are shown on the parish tithe map. A farm
nearby is called Court Farm.

3.5.6 Miscellaneous

A Deer Park was established at Whitelackington (A13) in the late Medieval period..
Field name evidence for this survives as ‘Dairy Park Copse’ and ‘Park Lane’ printed
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on the Ordnance Survey Archaeology Iivision 6” map of 1962. The park is shown an
estate map of Whitelackington from 1575, just to the south of the current village. The
park 1s also mentioned in 1583, with another mention of the pale having been broken
in 1680 with the onset of enclosure.

The market place in South Petherton has been identified as having Medieval origins

(A36). A market cross is said to have stood here until it was removed and apparently
destroyed in the 1830s.

The site of a mill is located to the south of the church at South Petherton (A39). A
mull was reported on the rectory estate here by 1334, which passed to the crown at the
Dissolution and by 1546 was let by the name of Canon Mill. It probably went out of
use in the 18th century, although the site is commemorated by the field name of

“Little Mill* on the orchard which currently occupies the plot to the south of the
church,

Two field names at Hayes End (A45) suggest the site of a medieval chapel. The name
‘Chapel Field’ appears in two adjoining plots on the parish tithe map of 1840. In 1213
King John confirmed endowment of perpetual chaplain ‘at the Chapel of St. John’,
and although its exact location has not been traced, this was said to lic near the town,
possibly at the site at Hayes End.

The hamlet of Bridge, South Petherton was noted by the 12th century and was named
after the Roman bridge located here (A38). By 1305 the hamlet had a dovecote and by
1313, a mill. Various houses and farms retain the word Bridge in their names. *The
farm and mansion called Bridge’ are mentioned in 1548.

-

3.6 Post Medieval

3.6.1 Mills

Rowlands Mill (A75) is located to the south east of Rowlands Farm, near Ilton at the
western end of the scheme. It consists of three well preserved stone buildings forming
a double mill fed by a leat. The mill was repaired and restored between 1995 and
1998, which included a programme of archacological recording, This established the
nature of the mill’s construction, which appears to have been built in ¢.1600, along
with some of its development history.

The site of a former Dye Mills (A17) is located just to the north east of Cocks Bridge
in the parish of Whitelackington. The mill is shown as a standing building on the
1840 tithe map when it was within llminster Without parish. The site was
substantially developed in the 19th century with 2 large industrial buildings and
several cottages built along the water’s edge just down stream from the original mill
weir whose remains are still visible. The site was partially excavated in the 1980s
which revealed a roadway and post medieval pottery finds.

3.6.2 /ndustrial features

A brickyard (A18) dating from the late 18th century is known to have existed at
‘Brickyard Copse’ and shown on the Ordnance Survey Archaeological Data (OSAD)
map of 1902, to the north east of Dillington House. The vard is also shown on an
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1848 map. The words ‘Limekiln’ and ‘Kiln’ (A40) are shown around 0.75 km to the

cast of South Petherton on both the Ordnance Survey and OSAD 6” maps from 1904
and 1962 respectively.

3.6.3 Building complexes

Whetstone Almshouses at Ilton (Ad} were founded in 1634 and the buildings which

stand today reflect many of the original features. The name and foundation of the site
15 confirmed by a date stone over the garden gateway.

Yeabridge Farm, a complex of farm buildings (A59) is 18th century in origin. The
majority of the buildings are constructed of local limestone with most of the openings
having elliptical arches in Ham Hill freestone.

3.6.4 Miscellaneous

Hazel Well (A3), a powerful chalybeate spring is located at Dillington house and is
shown on the OSAD map of 1962, Tts water is now piped to the nearby River Isle.

EN

The formal gardens at Whitelackington House (A13) are shown as a series of
earthworks on the OSAD 6” map of 1942 forming terraces immediately to the east of
the house. Two terraced platforms can be seen, along with the remains of a pond bay
with a 5 metre waterfall to a pond with an island. These ponds were at first thought to

be medieval fishponds, but are now considered to have been part of the original 17th -
18th century garden plan,

The ‘Duke of Monmouth’s Tree” at Whitelackington House (A12) is printed on an
Ordnance Survey map from 1930, The manor was visited by Monmouth in 1680 and
it is claimed that he and his followers were received below the tree, a large sweet
chestnut. The tree itself fell in a storm in 1897, although the trunk survives.

A Civil War coin hoard (A48) was found at Pri ge Lane, South Petherton in 1889. The
hoard comprised eight Elizabethan shillings and nine sixpences, as well as seven
shillings of James I and 10 shillings of Charles I.

A Tollhouse (A43) once existed at Bridge Cross, South Petherton at the far eastern
end of the study area, although it has now been demolished A turnpike gate and

tollhouse (A20) is also recorded to the south of Dillington Farm on an estate map of
1798.

3.7 Modern

3.7.1 Industrial Features

The Chard Canal (A55), linking Bridgwater to Taunton canal with Chard was
constructed from 1835 with the section to [lminster, which crosses the western end of
the scheme on a NW - SE axis, opening in 1841, The canal was bought by the Bristol
and Exeter Railway in 1867 and closed the following year. The railway company then
utilised the southern part of the canal, while the rest of the route was sold off. Canal
Wharf, llminster (A50) was an additional whart on the Chard canal serving the town
of Ilminster. No visible remains survive of either the canal or any associated
buildings. Remains do survive however of the former canal bridge at Green Lane
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(A6), around 300 metres to the north of the whart site. The bridge 15 constructed of

stone quoins with a brick arch and when last recorded in the 1970s, was very
OVErErOWn.

The Jine of the former Taunton and Chard Branch Ratlway (A72) follows much of the
same route as the former canal. [t was opened in 1866 as part of the Bristol to Exeter
line but became part of the GWR’s line from Yeovil to Exeter following a take over
with Chard becoming its main station. The line was closed as part of the Beeching
reorganisation in 1964,

Shaws Mill (A57) on the river Parrett has now been demolished but the site retains
part of a 19th century flax mill with arched openings in some of the standing walls.
The site was noted in the South West Textile Mills Survey Project of 1996-1999,

3.7.2 Military sites

A total of eight W W.II pillboxes are recorded across the study area (A9, A52-A54,

AB1-A84). All of these structures are hexagonal concrete buildings that form part of .
the Taunton Stop Line, a line of earthworks and fire points constructed in 1940 under

the imminent threat of invasion at the beginning of the Second World War.

A

FFime Capsule

hamstgdne placed on the NW comer of the South Petherton Roundabout seals a time

capstle (A71) placed there during the construction of the Ilminster by-pass in 1989.

3.8 Undated

3.8.1 Mills and water wheels -

The remains of Eames Mill (A11) lie just to the NW of Aswell in Whitelackington.
Much of the original mill has survived with the leat, breast wheel and hatches in situ
although the gearing has been removed. The building itself is now a barn. The date of
origin for the site is unrecorded. A water wheel survives at Dillington Farm (A21)
with a leat running from a small stream to a head pond. The wheel itself is located
inside a small barn and had 28 buckets according to the last visit to the site in 1977. A
possible windmill has been identified near to Seavington St. Michael (A26). This has
been supported by an aerial photograph (SCPD 41,2411) that appears to show a
circular feature on the site.

3.8.2 Miscellaneous

A chalybeate spring (A47) has been identified at South Petherton from an OSAD 67
map of 1962, although any architecture around it is undated. A possible chapel site
(A49) is thought to exist at Manor Farm, Winterhay Green.

4 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE
4.1 Introduction
Details of the National Monuments Coversearch are set out in Appendix 1. All the

prints in the cover search were available. The Vertical Cover Search produced a total
of 92 prints from 15 sorties. A search of the Oblique Collection produced a total of 3
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prints from 3 sorties. Those held under copyright by Somerset County Council were
not available for photocopy. This examination identified two sites (A67 and A68), the

other sites discussed here have been previously identified and are included on the
Somerset County SMR.

4.2 Results

4,.2.1 Enclosures

A large curving ditched enclosure which may also be returning 1o the north with other
narrower boundaries which appear to respect it was noted to the west of Seavington
St. Mary (A7), while some much fainter and more indistinct marks to the north of the
village suggest the presence of a further enclosure {A65). One corner of what is very
probably an enclosed settlernent (A8) has been identified immediately to the SW of
South Petherton. Two enclosures (A3 1) can be seen to the NE of Abrahams Farm,
Whitelackington, while a possible site was identified to the NE of Lopen Head (A33).
What appears to be the southern half of a rectangular enclosure was noted to the SE

of Hurcott Cross (A68) which was noted from an Ordnance Survey Photograph of
1973 (O873112/201).

4.2.2 Field systems

A colour slide in the Somerset County SMR shows an area of curving field
boundaries to the west of South Petherton (AS5) and is annotated “strip fields’.
Cropmarks to the cast of Comerways, Whitelackington (A51) appear to form an
tndistinct small rectangular network, Results from archaeological monitoring of this
area during a pipeline excavation in 2000 suggests that these features are a
coincidence of plough headlands and boundaries, What are clearly former field
boundarie3 ¢an algo be seen to the east of Frogmary Green {A66). An American Air
Force regognisancg photograph from 1941 (US/TGR/AOC390/3059) shows what
appears 10 be a series of field boundaries and drains to the immediate south and SW

of Athers arm (A67) which may relate to the DMV site (A16) which is known to
exist somewhere in this area.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

%1 Introduction

A large number of historic buildings and structures (total of 138) are recorded within
the study area, of which, 136 are Listed Buildings. All of these are detailed in Table 2
while a short summary of this data by historic period is provided below. Of this total
four buildings (B48, B49, B125 and B126) lie within 100 metres of the existing
bypass.

2

5.2 Medievai

5.2.1 Churches

Four of the churches located within the study area have Medieval origins (B11, B22,
B84 and B116). St. Mary’s at Seavington St. Mary (B11) has 13th century origins,
although most of the current building is 15th - 16th century in date. The current font
is believed to be 12th century in date. The church of St. Michael at Seavington St.
Michael (B22) is possibly late 12th century in origin with a possible rebuild in 1291
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and alterations in the 15th century. The church is first mentioned in 1226 with its first
recorded rector mentioned in 1297, St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s church in South
Petherton (B84), the only Grade | listed building within the study area has apparent
Saxon origins, although the earliest part of the current building dates from the [3th
century with 15th century additions, The church is mentioned in Domesday where
Alviet is registered as the local priest. St. Mary the Virgin in Whitelackington (B116)
dates from the late 14th to early 15th century with none of the post medieval and
Victorian rebuilds and extensions which exist in the other three churches. Various
Medieval tombs and effipies can be found within the building. A socket stone of a
wayside cross (B59), possibly 14th century in origin is located just to the north of
Watergore. The stone may be the base of one of the Medieval crosses erected to
define the boundaries of Yeabridge and Watergore parishes.

5.2.2 Farmhouses

Hayes End Manor, South Petherton (B38) dates from the 15th century, although the

building has undergone extensive alterations in the post medieval period and has

since been subdivided into two houses. The building as a whole has been interpreted ‘
as a hall house of ¢.1500 with a floor inserted ¢. 1600, a2 whole series of outbuildings

survive around the main building. Stratton Farmhouse in South Petherton (B58) is

also 15th century in origin with 16th and 17th century modifications. It is built of

Ham Stone ashlar blocks with a thatched roof. Rowlands Farmhouse to the north of

lIminster (B133) is situated in a courtyard with a series of out buildings. The

farmhouse itself dates from the late 15th century with only minor alterations carried

out since then, The house was extensively restored in the mid 1970s.

5.2.3 Houses

Numbers 48 and 50 St. James’s Street (Court House), South Petherton {B70) probably
served as the court house in the town from 1540, although records suggest that the
courts were usually held in the Crown Inn in the centre of town.

5.3 Post Medieval

5.3.1 Cottages

A total of thirteen cottages are included within the study area (81, B37, B42, B47,
B48, B50, B53, B55, B56, B61, B77, B124 and B130). The oldest building in this
category 1s Orchard cottage (B124) at Whitelackington. Tt is a detached building
dating from around 1600, built of Ham Stone with a thatched roof. Moorlands cottage
(B47) and Lyndene (B50) in South Petherton are 17th century in date. Both are built
of ham stone, Lyndene being thatched while Moorlands has a pantile roof. Tea
Blenders cottage (B77) at no. 3 South Street South Petherton was constructed around
1672 out of Ham Stone, but now has a slate roof replacing the earlier thatch, Sundial
cottage in Ilton (B1) has possible 16th century origins, although the structure was
modified in the 18th century and later. The Ham Stone building still has a thatched
roof. It was formerly a pair of houses but now forms one detached property which has
scrved as a bakers shop, post office and possibly as a pub. The remaining cottages
(B37, B42, B48, B3, B55, B56, B61 and B130) all consist of garly to late 18th
century structures with 19th and 20th century additions. All of these buildings are
situated in the southern half of South Petherton which falls within the study area, the
exception to this being B130, no. 12 Back Lane, Whitelackington.
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3.3.2 Large Country Houses

Two large country houses exist within the study area that date from this period.
Drllington House (B105) in Whitelackington parish, is 16th century in origin with
17th century additions and 19th century remodelling. A ham hill ashlar construction
and a slate roof, the origins of the building arc unrecorded although sections of the
north crossing are considered to be older than 1551 and designed by Jon Bonville.
The house was extended ¢. 1600 by Sir George Speke and later added to by Lord
North. The former stable block (B104), which is also 18th century in date, has now
become the Dillington Arts Centre. The gardens immediately to the west of the house
are enclosed by ham hill ashlar walls and wrought iron gates that are also listed
(B106). The garden itself contains a fountain built circa 1840 (B107) but which also

contains a centrepiece made from a barley sugar chimney stack that has been dated to
the 16th century original house.

Whitelackington House (B120) is a large 17th century structure altered in both the
18th and 19th centuries. The house is made from ham hill ashlar and slate roof with
two gazebos attached to the southern corners and a small lean to on the north side. An
out building, a former storehouse and cider house with an attached horse engine

house, 15 located some 45 metres to the west of the main house and is also a listed
structure (13121).

5.3.3 Other Houses

A total of 18 Post Medieval houses exists within the study area (B27, B29, B35, B43,
B57, B60, B68, B70, B72, B73, B76,B78,B79, B80, B83, B113, B114, B151). The
oldest of these buildings date from the mid to late 16th century, the earliest being
Court House (B70), that now occupies nos. 48 and 50 James’s Street, Soutlr Petherton
and which dates from the mid of the 16th century (1540). It 15 believed to have
occasionally served as the town’s court house, although the assizes appear to have
usually taken place at The Crown Inn, in the market square. Old Bridge House at
south Petherton (B35) has it’s origins in the later 16th century, although 1t also
contains 17th and 18th century alterations. It is described as a ‘pretty house” and is
recorded as having been built by Brome Johnson (d 1 586). Swan Thatch, Seavington

St. Michael (B29), is a cross passage house dating from around 1600 made from Ham
Stone and with a thatched roof,

Buildings dating from the 17th century include Manor Lodge, South Petherton (B43)
a detached house that originally formed part of the complex of later buildings
constructed around the manor house of King Ina’s Palace. Knapp House (B76), now
no. 1 South Street, South Petherton is known to have 1 7th century origins, although it
is first mentioned as ‘Naphouse’ in 1778. Both of these buildings are built from ham
hill ashiar with tile and slate roofs respectively, Knapp house was taken over by the
Roman Catholic church in 1934 and is now a rest home. Yarn Ban and Queens Bamn
(B79), which once formed one continuous property, now occupies no. 7 and 9 South
Street, South Petherton. Although substantially remodelled in the 18th century, this
building has undoubted 17th century origins. Minus Ten { B83), now no. 8 The

Square, South Petherton appears to show evidence that part of it was originally timber
framed.
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The remaining house in the study area (B27, B57, B60, B68, B72, B73, B78, B8,
B113, B114 and B151), are 18th century structures many with 19th and 20th century
additions. Buildings B113 and B114 are former lodges attached to the Dillington
House complex in Whitelackington (B120 and B121). The remainder are individual
houses within the southern half of South Petherton, the exception Lo this being The
Beeches (B27) in Seavington St. Michael. Some outbuildings to the Beeches (B28),

including a former wagon shed are also listed for their group value along with the
house,

5.3.4 Farm buildings

A total of 18 farm buildings, including farmhouses, barms and other out buildings has
been recorded within the study arca (B3, B8, BY,B10, B15, B16, B18§, B45, B49,
B101, B102, B109, B112, B122, B128, B129, B139, and B140),

All of the farmhouses are built from ashlar Ham Stone and most are thatched. A
number are 17th century in orjgin, including Watergore Farm house (B49), with a clay
tile roof, and Horton Cross farmhouse, which is probably a 17th century remodelling
of an earlier building, Horton Cross is associated with a listed outbuilding of
unknown function (B140). Atherstone farmhouse (B101) is also associated with a
group of outbuildings that have been listed under a single entry (B102). These
buildings are late 17th to early 18th century in ongin and have been listed primarily
for their group value in association with the farmhouse.

From the 18th century, Court farmhouse (B18), dating from 1702, takes its name from
the field name “court fields’ nearby which probably relates to the site of a former
Medieval manor. Other 18th century structures include Little Fields farmhouse (B45)
dating from circa 1700 with an associated Dovecote (B46), Upton House (B16),
Seavington St. Michael, Water Street farmhouse (B21), South Pethcrton (now the
Pheasant Hotel), Burleaze Farmhouse at Ilton (B3) with a lease dating from 1796 and
Middle field farmhouse at Seavington St. Mary (B1 5). Hurcott Farmhouse at
Seavington St. Mary is associated with two barns which are also listed structures (B9
and B10). Barn BY is probably a conversion of an eartier farm house and dates from
the late 16th century, while barn B10 is 18th century in date and is listed mainly for
its group value with the other two structures. Three 18th century farmhouses exist
within Whitelackington parish, Dillington Park farmhouse (B109), Kails Farmhouse
(B112) and Abrahams Farmhouse (B128), along with associated thatched barns (B129
and B130). An 18th century thatched barn (B122) is located some 85 metres to the
west of Whitelackington House (B120).

5.3.5 Inns and Hotels
The Brewer’s Arms (B66), formerly known as the Rell Inn is dated 1622, although 1t
was largely rebuilt in 1925, The Royal Oak (nn, South Petherton (B54) is considered

to be 18th century in origin, built of ashlar [Ham Stone with a thatched roof, a 20th
century extension has been added to the north east corner,

3.3.6 Churchyard monuments
A total of 16 post medieval churchyard monument records has been identified from
within the study area (B12, B13, B14, B23, B86, B87, B8, B89, B90, B91,B92, B93
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B9%4, B117, B118 and B119). These are mostly found in three churchyards along the
route with three groups (B12-14) at St. Mary’s in Seavington St. Marv, nine (B86-94)
in St. Peter’s churchyard, South Petherton and a further three (B117-9) at St. Mary’s
in Whitelackington. A group (B23) is also to be found in the graveyard at St.
Michael’s church, Seavington St. Michael. All of these consist of headstones,
chambered tombs and memorial stones dedicated to local land owning families and

date mostly from the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, although a few do date from the
very early 19th. '

3.3.7 Miscellaneous
A boundary wall and gateway at Cad Green (B2) has an inscription on it dated to
1635 and is considered to be important to the setting of the nearby Whetstone's
Almshouses. The old rectory in Seavington St. Michael (B19) has 17th century
origins although it was remodelled in the 18th century. All the original ceiling and
fireplaces have since been removed. Ham hill ashlar building with a slate roof. The
front boundary wali (B39) to the Medieval Hayes End Manor (B38) is an 18th century
structure and has been listed as it adds to the setting of the house. Corn Mili (B136),
to the SE of Rowlands Farm, near Ashill at the western end of the scheme consists of
three stone buildings which are m very good condition. The mill appears to have been
built circa 1600, although the north wall has been moved at some point since then and
the west wall rebuilt. Jordans Bridge (B142) that crosses the River Ding in the far NE
corner of the study area, dates from 1782 and is built from ham hill limestone.

al— -
3.4 Modern

5.4.1 Country Houses

Two large country houses are located within the route corridor. Yeabridge House
(1B34) i5 a large detached 19th century building, possibly including fragments of an
18th century structure which is located at the far eastern end of the route corridor. It is
build of hamstone ashlar with a slate roof and is surrounded by a whole series of
ancillary agricultural buildings (sce below). Horton Manor (B143), which was built
circa 1800 and is located at the opposite end of the scheme to Yeabridge.

5.4.2 I'arm Buildings

A total of eight farm buildings from the modemn era are listed within the study area
(B17, B25, B31, B98, B99, B100, B]110 and B111). All of these date from the early
19th century. A range of buildings (B17) exist some 20 metres to the NE of Upton
House (B16). These have clay tile roofs and 20th century windows. These buildings
were listed because of their setting with the Post Medieval house to the south,
Seavington House (B25), a hamstone building with a Welsh slate roof is also
surrounded by a hamstone wall with wrought iron railings. By 1839 the house lay at
the centre of the largest farm in the parish of Seavington St. Michael, Manor
Farmhouse (B31) at Winterhay Green has a roman clay tiles roof with high copled
gables, suggesting an earlier thatch. A flax barn, now forming nos. 3, 5 and 7 Hayes
End, South Petherton was built in 1803. It is constructed of ham stone rubble with
ashlar piers and a clay tiled roof.

A series of anciilary buildings are grouped around Yeabridge House (B98 and B99) at
the far eastern end of the scheme. Site B98 consists of farm buildings some 80 metres
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NW of the main house including a cider mill, an apple loft and ox shed, a threshing
barn, an engine shed and a wagon entry. Site B99 is a range of cattle sheds about 80
metres to the NNW of the main house, all made from coursed hamstone rubble with
clay tiled roofs. A complete cast iron pump survives at the south gable end. Another
wagon shed (B100) is located some 50 metres to the NW of the main house. Very late
18th century construction which was modified in the 19th century, made from harm
stone ashlar with a clay tiled roof.

A group of ancillary buildings (B110) lie 80 metres to the east of Dillington Park
Farmhouse (B109, above). These are made mostly from local rubble with a Welsh
slate roof. A granary (B111)is situated some 100 metres to the cast of the farmhouse
this is built from hamstone rubble with brick quoin%'jn lean two has been added to the
north side. T

5.4.3 Cottages

A total of seven cottages records dating from this period have been identified within
the study area (B4, B5, B6, B82, B123, B127, B138). All of thesc huildings are
constructed from Ham Sione and date from the early 19th century with 20th century
improvements or rebuilds. Three are located in the village of Iiton at the western end
of the scheme (B4, BS and B6). The Riggs (B4) and Ey Old Well cottage (B5) have
thatched roofs while Chapel cottage (B6) has a slate roof which appears to have
replaced the original thatch. B82 is a tow of tree cottages in South Street, South
Petherton with clay tile roofs and signs from the gable ends that all three were once

l thatched. The west lodge at Dillington Park (B123) is built in the form of a cottage,

while Oddfatlings (B127) is a ham stone rubble building at Whitelackington.
Shrubbery Farm cottage has a 20th century brick building to the rear and was
formerly part of the Jordans estate.

5.4.4 Other Houses

A total of four houses from the modern period has been identified within the study
area (B64, B65, B67 and B103). All four of these buildings are early 19th century in
origin and t (B64, B65 and B67) are located in the southern half of South Petherton
which lies within the route corridor. No. 12 St. James’s Street (B64) is now a house
with a shop front and a slate roof, while Norris House next door (B65) has beent
converted into an office. This house was once owned by Hugh Norris South
Petherton’s doctor. No.20 St. James’s Street (The Old Bakehouse) (B67), is located
further down the same road. Dairy House (B103) 1s located in the village of
Whitelackington. Tt is built ofjl__a;_ngg_r_le ashlar with a slate roof.

5.4.5 Bridges

Four bridges have been noted within the route corridor (B125, B126, B132 and
B135). Cocks Bridge (B125) and Twinney Bridge (B126) are both located near to the
hamlet of Ashwell to the north of Timinster. Both were constructed of cut Lias
limestone in 1834 for a reported £375. They now liec immediately south of the
Hminster Bypass. Cocks Bridge crosses the River Isle, while Twinney Bridge crosses
a small stream to the south. A bridge (8132) which once carried the former Taunton
to Chard railway line over the River Isie immediately to the north of Iiminster was
noted during the walkover phase of this project. It is constructed of as yet unidentified
limestone in two arches which span the river. It currently carries a footpath across the
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river. This bridge is not recorded on the current Somerset County SMR of Listed
Buildings Register. A limestone ashlar road bridge (B135) over a stream is located to
the north east of Rowlands farm, near to Tlton. This bridge was built around 1800 ma

similar style to the nearby Bow Bridge of 1801 and Jordans Bridge of 1782, both of
which are not in the Study area.

5.4.6 Walls and gutes

Four sets of walling have been identified along the route corridor (863, B95, B106,
B134). Site B63 consists of the NW and SW boundary walls of the former United
Reform Church in South Petherton, These walls along with their gates were
constructed in 1863 and it is felt add to the setting of the church itself. The northern
boundary wall (B95) to the churchyard of St. Peter and St. Paul in South Petherton is
built of hamstone and is between 1.5 and 2 metres in height. Some iron gates have
been added in the 20th century, while a First World War Memorial punctuates the
wall. The walls and pates enclosing the garden at Dillington House (B106) were built
in the 19th century of hamstone ashiar with wrought iron gates. They enclose an area
some 36 metres by 36 metres in area. The entrance post and gateway to Rowlands
Farmhouse (B134) lie about 370 metres to the NNW of the farm itself. These date
from the early 19th century with hamstone piers, cast iron railing but no gates. There
is & matching gate for pedestrians on each side.

3.4.7 Garden Features

A commemorative obelisk (B108) made from hamstone was set up in the garden of
Dillington House (B105) at some point close to 1840. It actual purpose 1s unknown
but it was probably intended as a landscape feature for Dillington House.

5.4.8 Former church buildings .

Two sites have been identified within the study area. The former vicarage at Old
Vicarage Gardens , South Petherton (B33) was built in 1841 by Maurice Davis the
younger for Henry Bond. The house is mentioned in the VCH, Vol .IIL.
Whitelackington House (B13 1), formerly known as The Old Vicarage was built in the

early 19th century of local stone rendered and colour washed. It was built in the villa
style with two storeys.

5.4.9 Markers and Milestones

A boundary marker dated 1899 made from cast iron and triangular in plan (B32)is
located on the former boundary between Iminster Urban and Rural District Councils
jus to the NE of Ilminster. A milestone (B141), probably of early 19th century origin
and consisting of a painted hamstone pillar with cast iron plaques is located on a road

constructed by the Honiton and Ilminster Trust under an Act of 1807 and transferred
to the llminster Trust in 1829,

3.4.10 Miils

A former Flax Mill or granary (B41) is located some 20 metres to the south of nos, 3,
3 and 7 Hayes End, South Petherton. Paossibly built in 1803 of hamstone with a clay
tiled roof. Rose Mills (B146) located to the SE of Horton Cross, Donyatt at the
western extreme of the scheme is shown as ‘Rose Mills’ on an OSAD 6 map of
1969. The leat from the River [sle and the screens and hatches are still in place as are
two vertical shafted turbines built by Armfield of Ringwood which were instafled
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wheti the mill was converted to power generation in the 1920s.

5.4.11 Miscellaneous

The former United Reform Church (B62) at South Petherton, is now used as a public
hall. It was built in 1863 , Presbyterian meetings having begun in the town some 200
years earlier. A chapel was built on part of the present site in 1773. An old school
house at south Petherton (B71), formerly listed as “Old School Boys’ was built in
1828 as a boys charity school and Sunday School. It was replaced by larger buildings
n 1879,

A mid 19th century Toll House (B30) constructed from hamstone ashlar to the first
floor and limestone rubble for the remainder, is located in Ilminster on the road out
towards Ashill. Railings with a stone plinth enclose a forecourt at the front of the
building. A red brick Gazebo (B145), built around 1800 consisting of two storeys with
a pyramidal roof and 20th century glazed doors is located at Horton.

A cast iron village pump (B7) is located in the village of Tlton. Tt has a circular shaft
on a circular base plate with a cast iron spout. The handle appears to have been added
at a later date. A road sign (B36) from the early 20th century is situated at Whitchill
near to South Petherton. This is a cast iron sign with a standard Somerset County
Council pyramid top.

6 HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
6.1 Historical Development

6.1.1 It is very fortunate that estate and parish maps earlier than the tithe maps of
c.1840 exist in the Somerset Record Office for each of the parishes through which the
A303 Ilminster by-pass runs, It has been possible, therefore, to present a sequence of
extracts from these maps depicting the 18th and 19th century landscape and
topographical features along the whole ength of the road. The maps are presented
here in Appendix 2 running west to east, and a key map is provided in order to locate
them. It should be noted that all settlements in this area are considered in Ann
Ellison, Medieval villages in south-east Somerset (Western Archaeological Trust,
survey no. 6, 1983). In addition histories of South Petherton, Lopen, both Seavingtons
and Shepton Beauchamp are included in Victoria History of Somerset, vol. 4 (1978).
The fullest account of llminster is by James Street, 7he AMynster of the Ile, or, the
story of the ancient parish of Hminster (1904),

6.1.2 {iminster

The later map, of 1821, covers the entire road line through the parish, and is
numbered for a survey (although the numbers on an 1822 particular -- SRO DD/PLE
box 10 — do not seem to correspond). North of Dillington the field boundaries and
shapes do not seem to be those of former open fields, and may have been enclosed
from parkland, the edge of which is presumably denoted by the curve of the old road
running north from llminster. From Cock’s Bridge westwards the modern road runs
close to the River Isle, and from the Ilton and IIminster maps it is clear that it crosses
the riverside meadows of both communities. The 1768 Timinster map is by the same
cartographer as the Whitelackington map. In the area of the present sewage works
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there was a large meadow (Horton Mead or Hort Common Meadow) which still lay in
small strips in 1768 and ¢.1798, but had been consolidated by 1821. This area is
shown in detail on the c.1798 map. West of Innox Lane (close to Southfields
roundabout) a close called Six Acres suggests that open-field arable formerly

extended north-east of Horton village, but if so this had been enclosed before the
1768 map.

6.1.3 Whitelackington

The 1767 map reproduced here is from a poor photographic copy of the original and
is partly illegible. Nevertheless it is possible to make out that the modem road crosses
former meadows (Rye Mead, Acre Meadow, Great Mead) before skirting the closes
of the northemn part of the village. The pattern of crofts and closes here hint that
settlement may have continued north of the present village envelope (though this is
not considered by Ellison (pp.102-3)), and therefore may have been affected by the
road. North-west of the village the road crosses small crofis or meadows leading
down to a stream which formed the parish boundary (the names are illegible on the
map). None of these features are shown on the modern OS 1:25,000 map.

6.1.4 Seavington St Mary

The numbering on the 1815 map corresponds with a survey (SRO DD/PT box 50) of
1813 which includes field names. From this and the 1829 map it is clear that the
modern road line crosses former open arable fields or furlongs called Birds Lane Field
and Wheat Hill, with other open-field land to north and south. At the western edge of
the parish the road crosses enclosed pastures (Hams, Pinkhams, etc.).

6.1.5 Seavington St Michael

The modern road line crosses former open-field arable through this small parish. The
1815 map shows the extent and furlong divisions of the North Figld and Middle
Fields, and a third field (or group of furlongs) called Gibgaston. This name may
suggest a fenced area close to a gallows, although there is no study of Somerset field
names which could confirm this. Frogmery Green (in Lopen) is mapped but not
named. The ¢.1815 map uses the same numbering as the later tithe map, which must
therefore be based on this map (or both maps based on a common ancestor). Another
map, of 1820, shows scatiered land parcels in this parish, but has not been copied as it
adds nothing to this ¢.1815 map (although the form ‘Gibpaskins’ is used).

6.1.6 Lopen

The earlier map, ¢.1774, shows open fields over much of the parish, but this northern
tip is “Mohan Down’, so may have fallen outside the fields and not have been
cultivated before enclosure. The northern tip of the parish, where the modern road
crosses, is Frogmery Green, and it had already been encroached upon by ¢.1774. The
pattern of boundaries in this area on the two maps, ¢.1774 and c.1822, is similar.

6.1.7 South Petherton

The old A303 divides Stratton tithing (the southern portion of the parish) from the
rest of South Petherton, and therefore forms the southern edge of the 1833 map
(which 1s attached to a mortgage of the manor) and the northern edge of the Stratton
map. Open-field strips are still in evidence north of the old road, and open-field
furlong names on both sides, on these maps and on the South Petherton tithe map. Tt
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seems certain, therefore, that the old road was bordered on both sides by open-fields.
At the western edge of the parish, where the modern A303 diverges from the old line,
there 13 less evidence of open fields, and the Stratton map is not relevant.

6.2 Historic Landscape Characterisation

6.2.1 Data on the historic landscape character of the study area was gathered from
Somerset County Council Architectural and Historic Heritage Department in July
2002. A map showing the results along with an explanatory note of the code numbers
used is presented in Appendix 3. A summary of those results is given here.

6.2.2 The landscape within the study area is dominated by field patterns defined, on
the basis of their morphology, as being either anciently enclosed land (AEL, pre-17th
century) or recently enclosed land (REIL, post 17th century). Much of the anciently
enclosed land has been modified since the 17th century. The area also contains
settlement patterns characteristic of modem (post 1839/40) and Medieval
(pre-1839/40) form, and one area of Medieval parkland.

6.2.3 The western end of the study area is dominated by AEL as far east as Dillington.
The northwest comer of [lminster itself is defined as post 1839 development and
Dillington includes both Medieval settlement and parkland features. To the east of
Dillington as far as Seavington St Michael their is a slighter higher proportion of post
medieval and modern REL, but the landscape character is dominated by AEL.

6.2.4 Land between Seavington St Michael and Watergore includes areas of REL
dating between the 17th to 20th centuries with areas of Medieval AEL to the north,
west and south of Seavington St. Michael. The village itself is classified as having a
pre 1839 core with a ring of post 1839 settlement around it. At the eastern end of the
study area, the landscape is dominated by Post Medieval REL dating between the
18th and 20th centuries. South Petherton comprises post 1840 settlement, but with a
historic core. To the south of the A303, the village of Watergore also consists of an
outer ring of post 1839/40 development with a core of pre 1839 settlement. The
smajler field pattern evident between Over Stratton and South Petherton is notable
and of Medieval origin.

6.2.5 In the vicinity of the bypass the historic landscape character is predominantly of
AEL, with 17th to 19th century modification, at the west end and REL at the east end.
Only south of South Petherton and north of Diilington are more cohesive blocks of
earlier field patterns detectable. It is of note, however, that the classification has not
taken into account the presence of the Tlminster bypass and acknowledged that all
field abutting the road have modern modifications to their shape

6.3 Historically Important Hedgerows

Virtually all field boundaries within the study area, excluding roadside hedges along
the existing highway appear on the relevant tithe maps and are therefore considered
‘important’ under criterion 5(a) of Schedule 1: Additional Criteria for Determining
‘Important’ Hedgerows (Part I) of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, in that they ‘are
recorded in a document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an integral
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part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts’. Several hedgerows would
additionally be considered important under criterion 1 in that they ‘mark the
boundary, or part of the boundary, of at least one historic parish.....".

6.4 Conservation Areas

The study area contains part of one Conservation Area from the South Somerset

~ District Council list, this being the historic core of South Petherton {A44) that is
detailed in Table 1. The part of the historic core of South Petherton which falls within
the study area contains 35 listed buildings and structures. Of these one is a Grade 1
structure (B84) and one (B38) is a Grade I1* building, while the remaining 33

structures are Grade II. The area also contains the Chalybeate spring of South
Petherton (A47).

6.5 Registered Parks and Gardens
There are no English Heritage Registered parks and gardens within the study area.

Dillington Park in Whitelackington is designated as historic parks and gardens in the
South Somerset Local Plan.

=

6.6 Battlefields
The study area contains no battleficlds included in the English Heritage Register.

7 ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE

7.1 Historic Buildings

The total of 136 Listed Buildings is made up of 1 Grade I structure, 9 Grade II* and
126 Grade IT buildings. In percentage terms this can be expressed as 0.73% of the
total as Grade L 6.61% as Grade II* and 92.64% as Grade II. This compares to the
national ratios for England of 2% for Grade [, 4% for Grade [T* and 94% for Grade 1T

(PPG15). From these figures it seems that the range of buildings within the study area
is broadly comparable to the national average.

The one Grade I listed building, St. Peter’s and St. Paul's in South Petherton, is most
probably accorded this status as a result of its Saxon origins. The Grade II* structures
are made up of manor houses with medieval origins, post medieval country houses,
farmhouses with medieval origins and a number of parish churches. This reflects the
mainly rural nature of the route corridor which has seen the development of a number
of medieval manors and later post medieval estates as well as a large number of farms
producing isolated but architecturally significant buildings.

Grade 1 and I1* buildings are of national importance.

A broad range of structures are included as grade II buildings. While it is usual to
consider them as of local importance, English Heritage advise that all grade I
buildings have the potential to be considered of national importance.
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7.2 Historic Areas

The Saxon origins of South Petherton are one of the major historical aspects within
the study area. This has led to the central core of the town becoming the only
Conservation Area within the route corridor.

The historical record also shows that the study area has been dominated by an
agrarian economy, divided for most of the last 1000 years between a number of large
manonial estates, owned firstly by the church and Norman aristocracy and later by
wealthy merchant families. These manorial estates continued to exercise control over
the local economy even atter the rise of towns such as Iminster and South Petherton
in the 16th and 17th centuries. This has lead to the survival of much of the medieval
landscape with large sections of Anciently Enclosed Land surviving amongst the later
17th, 18th and 19th century enclosures.

These earlier elements are of reduced importance as they have already been truncated
by the existing bypass, and are of local importance.

The park at Dillington is considered to be of local importance.

7.3 Archaeological Sites

There are no Scheduled Monuments within the route corridor, The archaeological
record within the study area is dominated by features and finds from the Medieval
and Post Medieval periods. A significant concentration of Romano-British finds
exists at the eastern end of the study area,

7.3.1 Complex archaeological sites

A number of complex archaeological sites including DMV and Planned Medieval
Villages at Atherstone, Dillington Park, Whitelackington and Seavington St Mary.
These contain great archaeological potential and sites if this type have only be
subjected to limited archacological investigation. These sites are of at least regional
significance.

7.3.2 Other archaeological sites

The prehistoric trackway at Watergore may have acted as a focus for further
prehistoric activity which in turn may produce prehistoric finds during development.
There is evidence for Roman settlement sites at the eastern end of the scheme,
particularly to the NW of Seavington St. Michael including cropmark sites, stray
artefacts and coin hoards. These finds appear to be in association with the Fosse Way
Roman road that have significant research potential for the Roman landscape in
Somerset. The presence of a villa site at Lopen, just outside the study area re enforces
the impression that this area is of some archaeological significance. have only be
subjected to limited archaeological investigation. Many of these sites are of uncertain
potential, but could contain sites of regional importance.

Sites identified during previous road construction have been reduced in extent and
likely to be of local importance,
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7.4 Historically ‘Important’ hedgerows

The area contains a high proportion of hedged boundaries that could be considered
mportant. Most important hedgerows will have previously been adversely affected
by the construction of the existing bypass. They are of local importance.

EFFECTS ON THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

The assessment is based on a scheme comprsing widening on the north side of the
existing carriageway 1o the west of Boxstone Hill and on the south side to the east of
Boxstone Hill. The scheme also includes a grade separated junction at Hayes End.

The archacological monitoring of the original bypass construction, even with the
absence of detailed records, provides a good degree of confidence in the
archaeological potential. Geophysical survey of the greatest area of potential has not
shown there to be complex or extensive deposits present. Furthermore the majority of
the proposed route comprises widening within a confined land take and the potential
for adverse effects on buried archaeological deposits is reduced. Only in those areas
at the eastern end of the scheme where there is a greater degree of off-line
construction are these effects likely to be increased.

Historic Buildings and other structures
There would be slight adverse effects on the settings of two (grade I} listed buildings
at Watergore. These lie within 100m of the main road line and may be further

affected by junction improvements. Cocks Bridge and Twinneys bridge will suffer no
additional adverse effects on their settings.

Overall there would be a slight adverse effect on historic buildings.

Historic areas

The route will cross historic landscape areas previously affected by the construction
of the Ilminster Bypass and improvements to the A303 east of Hayes End, and is
therefore of reduced quality. It is anticipated that the scheme will have a slight
adverse effect on the pre 17th century enclosed land in localised areas south of South
Petherton where the land has not previously been affected by road schemes.

Overall there would be a slight adverse effect on Historic Areas
Complex archaeological sites and monuments

There are no complex sites identified near the scheme. There would be neutral
impacts on complex sites.

Other archaeological sites

There are two locations niorth west and north east of Seavington St Mary where there
would be adverse effects on archaeological sites previously affected by the bypass
construction. New construction would result in the loss of subsurface remains.

There may also be an adverse effect on the presumed prehistoric trackway near Over
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stratton.

The overall effect on these individual sites would be slight adverse.

Important hedgerows

There would be a small scale loss of important hedgerows. This would comprise a
slight adverse effect. '

Overall effects

The proposed dualling of the IIminster by-pass will have a slight adverse effect on the
survival of cultural heritage within the study area. Archaeological data accrued form
further sitc investigations connected with the scheme may provide a slight beneficial
effect on the context of local sites. The effects on the condition, complexity and
periods represented in the historic resource will be neutral.
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Maps reproduced in Appendix 2 (showing Somerset Record Office document ref,)
South Petherton 1833 (SRO DI/PLE box 75)

South Petherton (Stratton tithing), carly 19th-cent. (SRO DD/WY box 121)

Lopen ¢.1774 (SRQ DD/PT)
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Lopen ¢.1822 (SRO DD/WY)

Seavington St Michael 1815 (SRO T/PL/ wyk 1 C/2507)
Seavington St Mary 1815 (SRO DD/PT §/151 3)
Seavington St Mary 1829 (SRO DD/SAS H/528)
Whitelackington 1767 (SRO T/PH sro 89 (G/3424)

Ilton 1803 (8RO DD/WY box 121)

Iminster 1768 (SRO DD/CA165)

[lminster (Horton Mead) ¢.1798 (SRO DD/CA 170}
Iiminster 1821 (DD/CA335)

=
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Appendix 1:
Aerial Photographs
Consulted
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Appendix 2:
Extacts from historical

mapping
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Appendix 3:
Historic landscape
Characterisation




ITLC Somersel

_Description _
Recently cnelosed land (REL),
S lcir-lg |

| REL, C1§-20
Anciently enclosed land (AFL),

pre C17

| AEL, modificd C17-19

| REL, C18-20

AEL modified C17-19

Timedepth
Medicval

‘ Pos't—-ﬁgc:,di.cyal

Pre {17

| Medieval

Medieval

Previous lan‘d-usc____j’:
Subdivided 4 |

Improved waste 3
Complex

Meacow

Complex

REIL, C17-18

Post medieval

Medicval

| Meadow 1

Subdivided

AEL, modificd C17-19

| AEL, modified C19-20

10

_AFL, modificd CI7-19

) Madicval

Subdivided 4

Medicval

(.'Tmng_L_ex

| Medicval

Subdivided 3

Orchard

0 12

pink
Light
_Brey .
Dark
| grey
black

Historic landscapc park

AEL, modified C17-15

Modem

Medieval
Medicval

Subdivided 3

Post 1839/40 seltlement

Muodemn

Industrial complex

Modemn

| Prc | R39/40 ;ceuleméht

| green
Dark

green

wood

Medi avu] _
Meodern

Ancient woodland (replanted)

Medieval




Appendix 4:
Geophysical Survey report




Location, topography and gewlogy

The areas investigated by gradiometry lic adjucent to the existing A303 Uminster Bypass, between the
villages of Ilminster and South Petherton, Somerset. Uminster lies some 10 miles ta the south 2ast of the
city of Taunton. The fields wege generally lavel with varying ground cover. The soils comprse typical
and stagnogleyic agrillic brown earths overlying Jurassic and Cretaceous siltstone and sandstone and,
occasionally, Devonian shale and siltstone.

Archaeology

Buring construction of the existing A303 Iiminster bypass several remains of atchaeological interest
were recovered. These included Roman settlement and a prehistoric site, In addition, aerial photographic
evidence sugeests some Cropmarks in the immediate vici nity.

Aims of Survey

Due to the proposed o widening of the existing A303 Ilminster Bypass, four threatened areas were
investigated using gradiometry, with the aim of locating any anomalies of archaeological interest,

—

Summary of Regults *

The buckground leve] of response is generally gujer althuagh ferrous disturbance from fences and rodern
debris in the topsoil js apparent within the data, Part of 5 rectangular enclosure and strong dich rype
anomaly have been located together with pittype anomalics which appear o be of archagologicsl interest,
Other linear anemalies, of varying magnitude, have also been locuted. While some of these may be
archaeclogical, a modern arigin, such us fand drains, is fikely.

* It is essentiul that this summary is read in conjunction with the detailed resuits of the survey.

QGeophyyical Surveys of Bradford For the use of Chris Blandford
Associutes
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A303 Ilminster Bypass: geophysical survey 1

- Survey Areis (Figures |

1.2

13

Four areas, Ato D, were investigated using a Hluxgate gradiometer. Area A was surveyed in rapid
scanning mode while Areus B, C and D were assessed using recorded detailed gradiomatry.

Figure 1 is a summary location plan of the four survey arcas, while Figures 2 - 5 show the

approximate location of the individual survey areas. Eor eage of display Areas B and C have been
subdivided as indicated,

The survey grids were set out by Geophysical Surveys of Bradfurd and tied-in to existing ficld
boundaries. Tie-in information has been ludged with the client.

2.1

22

22

The data from the three detailed gradiometer surveys are displayed as greyscale irmages at a scale
of 1:1250 with summary interpretation diugrams at the same scale,

In the archive section data are displayed as X-Y traces and dot density plots at a scale of 1:500,
An interpretation diagram for each survey arca is provided at the same scale.

Alistot'the figures included in this report precedes the diagrams. The display formats are discussed
in the Technical Infurmation section, at the end of the text.

sl
f

14

In general, conditions were suitable for survey with the areas under investigation being gently
undulating,

The mujority of the survey areas had knee high cereal crop cover. This has increased the background
level of response slightly as keeping the gradiomeler vertical is difficult in such conditions.
However, this has not detracted Itom the overal] results.

Parts of Area A and Area C oceupied potaw flelds. These contain pronounced ridges und furrows
which make walking at a lixed pace extremely difficult. Normaity daca from such fields arc very

neisy as past planting furrows give stron & responses, In this case, however, the data were extremely
gquiet,

Inall of the survey areas isolated ferrous responses of presumed modern origin have been detected.
The most prominent responses are noted un the interpretation diagram.

© Geophysical Surveys of Bradford

For the use of Chris Blandford
Associates




A303 Hminster Bypass : geophysical survey 2

Re"““lSOfSurvey ;

4.1

4.1.t

4.1.3

422

432

Area A (Figure 2)

An area of 30m by 1400m was Investigated in scanning mode using a Auxgate gradiometer along
traverses at 10m intervals. The instruments LCD display was observed and any significant
fluctuation investigated in more detail. If the anomaties appear to be archaeological in origin, they
are marked for further recorded survey.

The transect occupied three fields with varying ground cover, including a potaro field at the eastern
end. Scanning in this area proved extremely difficulty because of the uneven around. The western
most section occupied a large tield with knee high cereal crop. To avoid excessive damage to the
Crop scanning was confined to the existing tram lines.

Scanning showed the background level of respanse t be very quiet magnetically with few
significant responses being observed. A few isolated ferrous anomalies were noted and are likely
> be modern in origin, Weak responses corresponding with slight earthworks were observed,
Given the natute of the earthworks and the responses observed a modern origin such as land

drains seems most likely, No anomalies clearl y suggeslive of archueological remaing were located
during scanning,

Area B (Figures 6-7, 31 | - B3.2)

Within the western half of Aren B a strong enclosure type anomaly has been detected, although its
southern limit has not been confirmed as it lies beyond the proposed Jand take. Several pit and
short ditch type anomalies have ulso been located ip the vicinity suggesting buried archaeological
remains. Tust to the west of the presutmed enclosure there is 2 concentration of ferrous type responses.

While material on the sucface sugsests that a modern otigin is most fikely an archaeological
origin cannot be ruled our,

Towards the centre of the area is a series of parallel linear anomaties aligned approximatel y east-
wast, [tis likely that these reflect [and drains that are known to cross the landscape (S Dowse pers.
comm,) particulatly as they coincide with low lying ground. However, the responses are parallel
to the enclosure and as a result an archaeological origin is possible.

A few pit type responses have been noted in the cast of the survey which may be of archueological
Interest, although they may be modern or naturai in or gin,

Arca C (Figures 8 -9 CI.| - 2.

The background level of response across this area was extremely low with the data being donrtinated
by the strang responses from u huried water pipe. This passes through the centre of the survey and
runs from a waler tank in the southwest to a possihle tank. The area immediarely surrounding the
pussible tank was overgrown and could nat be surveyed,

Tawards the centre of the survey a stron g lincur anomaly und pit type responses huve heen recorded.
While the nature of the anomaljes suggest an archaeological origin, interpretation is confused by
the presence of the pipe. It is of concern that the linear 4nomaly terminates at the pipe and the pit
type anomalies lic to the south. Although this iy suggest a modern origin it is possible that it
retlects disturbed archasulogical remains.

© Geophysical Surveys of Bradford

four the use of Chris Blandford
Associates
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A303 Hminster Bypass : geophysical survey

433 Several other pit type unomalies have also been noted which may be of archaeclogical interest.
44  Area D (Figures 10- [1, D] -D2)

4.4.1 This survey area was posttioned to ascertain whether cropmarks visible in aerial photographs to
Lhe south of the existing A303 extend tolo this area,

4.42 The data are dominated by a very strong linear anomaly crossing the centre of the survey area.
The nature of the anomaly suggests « modern origin, The response is not typical of a pipe and is
more fikely to indicate aland drain, Aerial photographs suggest a faint lincar feature crossing the
ares which comrelates well with the detected anomaly.

4.43 The remaining arex is extremely quict magnetically with only isolated ferrous responses being
observed.

5.1 Part of a rectangular enclosures and a strong ditch type anomaly have been located together with
pit type anomalies which appear to be of archaeological interest. The responses ure clearly delined
and suggest that the blank areas do retlect an absence of detectable archaeological remains,

Project Co-ordinator: Dr 8§ M Ovenden-Wilson

Project Assistunts: N Lanbert, A Shields and C Stephens

Date of Survey: 13 May 1996

Date of Report: 24 May 1996

© Geophysical Surveys of Bradford For the use of Chris Blandford

Assaciates
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Figure 8
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Key to all figures
Listed Buildings

Archaeological Sites

Archaeological findspots

Documentary or cartographic evidence
=""> Conservation Area

== Cropmark

> 4= & o

Fig. 1: Location of cultural heritage features




Fig. 2. Location of cultural heritage features



Fig. 3: Location of cultural heritage features
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Fig. 4. Location of cultural heritage features



Fig. 5: Location of cultural heritage features









