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Summary

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mott Macdonald to carry our an
archaeological appraisal of land along proposed A303 road improvements around
the Sparkford junction and along the A303 through Queen Cumel, Somersel centred
at NGR ST 5940 25610).

The Study Area has been shown to contain a high potential for new archaeological
significant features, likely to date from the Early Iron Age o the present. A large
significant multi-period settlement hays heen identified ar Camel Hill Farm at the most
500m from the western end of the proposed road improvements. Three separate sites
have produced Anglo-Saxon burials and grave-goods, less than 50m to the south of
the present A303. Ar least two groups of undated linear and circular are located
within the impact area, although attempts to locate them by evaluation trenches have
Jatled.

A limekiln, quarry and two military ohservation posts are recorded as being located
within 200m south of the proposed impact area. The park and gardens of Hazelgrove
House are Grade IT listed om English Heritage's Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Historic Interest. The associated drive is impacted hy the proposed work.

Previous construction and improvement of the present A303 is expected to have had a
high impact on any existing archaeological deposits or features. While this is likely to
have significantly truncated previous archaeological deposits within the road line,
some high potential may exist for the partial survival of substantiol archaeological
Sfeatures.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mott Macdonald to carry out an
archaeological appraisal of land along proposed A303 road improvements
around the Sparkford junction and along the A303 through Qucen Camel,
Somerset centred at NGR 8T 5940 2560 (Figure 1).

This appraisal has been carried out in accordance with the guidelines
contained in the Institute of Field Archaeologists® Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Desk-Top Assessments (IFA 1994).

Location, Topography, GGeology and Hydrology

Three main options have been supplied for the road improvements and
remodelling of the existing Sparkford roundabout (Figure 2). Option 1
involves dualling the present road for approximately lkm, running
approximately cast/west on and slightly to the north of the present A303
from Camel Hill to 200m east of the present roundabout. The Sparkford
roundabout is proposed to be repositioned slightly to the south, and linked to
a new slip road and overbridge. The southern end of the present drive to
Hazelgrove House is proposed to be raised into a second overbridge and
linked to the present A359.

Option 2 retains the majority of the features of Option 1, with the absence of
a minor slip road on to the rermodelled roundabout.

Option 3 follows the main route of Option 1, but with a complete
remodelling of the roundabout into a system of ship roads and underbridges.
The raised overbridge linking Hazelgrove House drive 1o the present A359
has been slightly enlarged.

All threc options run through predominately pastoral agricultural farmiand at
the northern fringes of the small villages of Queen Camel and West Camel,
The Study Area is situated on a pronounced ridge of Middle Lias limestone
at a height of 72m aOD at the westemn end of the proposed improvements and
dropping to 47m aOD al the eastern cnd (Geological Survey 1973).

No rivers or streams lic within the vicinity of the proposed works.
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Planning and legislative background

Narional Guidelines

The initial legislation concerming the protection of important archaeological
sites comprises the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
(as amended). Guidarnce on the irnportance, management and safeguarding of
the archaeological resource within the planning process 15 provided by
Planning Policy Guidance Neote 16 (PPG 16). This note was issued by the
Department of the Environment in November 1990. The underlying prineiple
of this guidance 15 that archacological resources are non-renewable, stating
that;

‘Where nationally important archacological remains, whether scheduled or
not, are affected by proposed development there should be a presumption In
Sfavour of their physical preservation’ (Para, §).

PFG 16 continucs:

‘In their own interest prospective developers should in all casey include as
pari of the research into the development of a site, an initial assessment of
whether the site is known or likely to contain archacological remains’ (Para.
19).

1t continues:

‘Local Planning Authorities can expect developers to provide the results of
such assessment as part of their application for sites where there is good
reason to believe there are remains of archacological importance’ (Para.
22).

Protection for historically important buildings is principally based upon the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Recent
guidance on the approach of the planning authorities to development and
historic buildings is provided by Planning Policy Guidance Note 15:
Planning and the Historic Environment (PPG 15).

This states that;

‘Sections 16 and 66 of the Act [(Planning (Listed Buildingy and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990)], require authorities considering applications for plunning
permission or listed building consent for works which affect a listed building
to have special regard to certain matters, including the desirability of
preserving the setting of the building'.

The 1997 Hedgerow Regulations exist to protect important hedgerows in
England and Wales. As a result, since 1™ June 1997 it has been against the
law to remove most countryside hedgerows without first notifying the local
planning authority. If the hedgerow is important, according to a set of
defined criteria, the authority may prohibit its removal. Criteria include 1f the
hedgerow marks the boundary of a historic land unil, such as the outer limits
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of field systems, parks and woods, or if the hedgerow 15 associated with an
archaeological feature.

County Guidelines

At Counly level, the Somerset and Exmoor Joint Structure Plan Review,
Adopted 2000 states;

Policy EH13

“There will be a presumption in favour of preservation in situ of nationally
important archaeological sites and monuments, whether schediled or not.
Planning permission will not be granted for development which wald
damage or destroy these sites or their settings unless the importance of the
proposed development ourweighs the national significance of the remains. fn
that event, mitigation strategies should be in place for the protection and
recording of the site.

This continues;

When development proposals will affect areas of high archacological
potential, an evaluation of the site will be sought prior to determingtion of the
planning application. Any archaeological remains of national or local
significance discovered will be subject to the appropriate policies. Areas of
high archaeological potential are identified on the proposals maps and
applications for development which would affect these areas will also be
referred to the County Archaeologist und the prospective developer may be
required to carry out an archaeological field evaluation/survey. If remains of
national or local importance are discovered on the site, then the site will be
subject to policy EHI13 or EHI14 as appropriate.

As regards conscrvation areas and listed buildings, the County Plan states;
Policy EHI1

‘All development in or udjoining conservation areas will be required 1o
preserve or enhance the character of the area hy:-

Conforming with the historical pattern of development and property
boundaries;

Showing respect for the setling while contributing an identifiuble character;
Using landscape design as an active element in the overall design;

Using materials for buildings, surfaces and enclosures which are
appropriate to the buildings function and compatible with its surroundings,
Providing buildings and spaces which make a positive contribution to the
character and appearance of the area




1.4

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

Local Guidelines

The South Somerset Local Plan follows the Somerset and Exmoor Joint
Structure Plan Review, Adopted 2000, As regards Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas, the South Somerset Local Plan States;

Frotecting the Built Environment

South Somerset has over 80 Conservation Areas and nearly 20 owtstanding
herituge settlements. New development will be required to preserve or
enhance the appearance of these areas, and not to have any adverse effect on
listed buildings.

The district also contains 18 historic parks and gardens yuch as Barwick
Fark and East Lambrook Manor which will be profected, as will the historic
battlefield at Langport.

There is a vast number of archaeological sites of varving importance, which
will normally be protected. In areas where it is thought that important
archaeological remains could be found, sites will have to be investigated.

Previous Archaeological work within the Study Area

Quarrying and cable works in 1931 and mid 1940s uncovered at lcast eleven
Anglo-Saxon hunials (WA 92-4) to the south of the A303, opposite Camel
Hill House. A later watching bricf within this general area during the
excavation of a cable support found no additional archaeological evidence
(WA 109) (Wessex Archaeology 1998).

The section of the A303 from the Sparkford roundabout to [chester,
including the section of the road appraised in this report, has been the subject
of detailed archaeological investigation in the early 1990s when the proposed
road improvements were first raiscd.

At least eight separate stages of archaeological work were carried out by
Wessex Archacology, AC Archaeology, Geophysical Surveys Ltd and
Geoquest Associates between 1990-3, prior to a Public Enquiry in 1994,
These stages included:

. A Stage 1. desk-top assessment (Wessex Archaeology 1990)
A rapd assessment of the known archaeological potential within an
area 3km by 7km along the route of the A303 between llchester to
Sparkford.

. Geophysical Survey (Geophysical Surveys Ltd 1992)
Survey of an arca at Conegore Cormer identified from cropmarks as
being of high archaeological potential.

. Test-pitung, feld-walking and field survey (AC Archaeology 1992)
Selective test-pitting, field walking and field survey along the A303
Tlchester- Sparkford roundabout route
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. Geophysical Survey (Geoquest Associates 1992)
Survey of areas identified from previous work as being of high
archaeological potential.

» Desk-top assessment (Wessex Archaeology 1992)
A detailed impact assessment, including information supplied from the
previous stages of work

. Archaeological evaluation (Wessex Archaeology 1993a)
Trenched evalaation of four areas Conegore Corner, north of Pepper
Hill Copse, south of Camel Hill House and adjacent to Camel Hill
Fari.

. Archaeological cvaluation (Wessex Archacology 1993b)
Trenched evaluation of arca on the southern side of the A303, opposite
Camel Hill Farm.

. Desk-top impact assessment (Wessex Archaeology 1993c)
A detailed summary of archaeological potential and impact assessment
within the Study Area. Report included updated information supplied
from the previous stages of work

Geophysical survey of cropmarks at Conegore Comer proved negative
{Geophysical Surveys Ltd 1992), although broad scatters of prehistoric
material were located at Camel Cross (WA 84), Conegore Comer (WA 85),
Camel Hill Farm (WA 87-9) during work by AC Archaeology (1992). Part
of an undated guily or ditch was also located close to the Sparkford
roundabout (WA 105)

One arca identified during this work, as being of particularly high
archaeological potential was the area surrounding Camel Hill Farm, 500m to
the west of the proposed improvements, which was subsequent evaluated by
Wessex Archaeology in 1993 (Wessex Archaeology 1993a and b). The
gvaluations found significant traces of settlement and other actvity dating to
the Early-Late Iron Age and the Late Romano-British period, on the north
side of the present A303 (WA 90-1, 103). The Early Iron Age activity
appears to have extended to the southern side of the road, although obviously
trailing off (WA 86).

Another area initially thought to be of high archacological potential was
located during geophysical survey on land south of Pepper Hill Copse,
immediately adjacent to the proposed improvements (Geoguest Associates
1992). Three possible ring-gullics were identitied (WA 104), although
subsequent evaluation of this general area proved negative (Wessex
Archacology 1993h).
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METHODOLOGY
Introduction

The aim of the appraisal was to provide a detailed inventory and assessment
of any impact on the known archaeological resource and potential resource
within the Study Area. A number of sources were consulted to obtain the
maximum information. A brief summary of sources consulted is given
below; a full listing is contained in the Bibliography.

The information gathered is intended to be used in the formation of
worksheets (GOMMMS Sheet 4.8) assessing the impact of the proposed
improvements, via set criteria, covering different aspects of the historic
landscape. These worksheets are used to form short impact summaries with
an Appraisal Summary Table (AST).

The objectives of the assessment were:

. to establish the character, extent, context, condition and significance of
archaeological remains on and within the vicinity of the Study Area,

) to establish the potential for archaeological remains to survive within
the Study Area

The appraisal considers the archacological potential along the line of the
proposed improvements and the surrounding area, up to 500m from the
center of the present A303 and hereaflier the ‘Study Area’. Sclected major
archacological sites and finds of national or regional importance within the
general region, but which lay beyond the Study Area are also considered.

Archive consultation

The Somerset Sites and Monuments Record in Taunton (SSMR) holds the
main source of archacological information referred to in this report. It
comprises an index with associated distribution maps of all known
archaeotogical and historic sites and tind-spots. All known sites and find-
spots within a 500m radius of the proposcd A303 improvements, together
with other featurcs noted during this assessment, have been allocated a
numbered reference (WA 122-126) and are shown on Figure 2 and listed in
Appendix 1.

Historic maps and other documentary and photographic evidence were
consulted at the Wessex Archaeology Library, Taunton Record Office (TRO)
and Somerset Studies Library (SSL) and the National Monuments Record
Centre, Swindon (NMRC). These were consulted in order to provide
evidence for past land ownership and land use. Somerset County provided
current County and Local Structure Plans.
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Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas

No Scheduled Ancient Monurnents, listed buildings or conservation areas
exist within the Study Area. The Roman Site at Camel Hill (WA 91) is
currently being prepared for scheduling (SSMR pers. comm.)

The 18" century park and gardens belonging to Hazelgrove House are listed
as being Grade IT on English Heritage’s Register of Parks and Gardens of
Special Histonie Interest and have statutory protection.

PERIODS REPRESENTED WITHIN THE STUDY AREA (FIGURE 2)
The prehistoric periods (¢ .500,000 BC-AD 43)

During the course of the archaeological investigation of the Study Area, test-
pitting, geophysical survey and evaluation has uncovered a new of sitcs of
prehistoric activity. Test-pitting at Camel Cross located a burnt deposit of
ash, clay and flint (WA 84), 2km to thc west of the proposed works. No
datable material was obtained from this possible prehistoric site.

Further to the east, undated prehistoric flints were found at Conegore Corner
on the site of a soilmark (WA 85), lkm to the west of the proposed
improvements. Tcst-pitting and subsequent evaluation has uncovered Early
to Late Iron Age fealures and material spreads, suggesting the site of a
possible substantial settlement at Camel Hill Farm, 500m from the western
end of the proposed improvemnents (WA 86-8). The muin focus of this
possible settlement lies immediately to the north of the present A303,
although a few features do extend south of the road.

South Cadbury Castle, which lies 4km to the southeast of the proposed
works, 1s a major focus of prehistoric activity from the Mesolithic (8000-
4500BC) through to the Tron Age (700BC-AD 43). Evidence for Iron Age
settlement has been found at Podimore, 3.5km to the west of the proposed
works.

The Romun period (AD 43-c. 410)

Evaluation and geophysical survey has identified material, at lcast three
stone buildings and a single burial at Camel Hill Farm (WA 89-91),
suggesting that occupation on the site continued in the Late Roman period,
very close to the focus of Iron Age activity,

The major focus of settlement in the area within this period moved from
South Cadbury to the site of the Roman town of Lindinis, presently Ichester.
The funterland of this small Roman Town appears to have contained a large
number of associated  settlements, including evidence for continuing
occupation at Podimore (Wessex Archaeology 1992, 2).
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3.6.1

3.6.2

The Post-Roman period (c. AL 410-1066)

A total of eleven Anglo-Saxon burials have been found in three places in
Queen Camel Hill, between 50-120m (o the south of the western end of the
proposed improvements. Two of the burials were found separately during
cable works in the mid-1940s (WA 92 and 93) close to the A303, while a
further nine burials, including a sword, were found in the Queen Camel
quarry (WA 94), 300m to the east, in 1931.

No [trm material evidence for any other Anglo-Saxon activity or occupation
has been found within the Siudy Area. Ilowever, the settlements at Qucen
Camel and West Camel, which both lie just south of the Study Area, are hoth
likely to have Latec Anglo-Saxon origins relating to a likely West Saxon
estate (Ekwall 1991; VCH 1974). Both villages lie on a prominent ridge and
dertve their name from the Welsh elements canr and meel (recorded as
Cantmae! in AD 995) meuning ‘the rim ot a bare hill’,

The medieval period (AD 1066-1500)

Material scatters (WA 95) and a possible settlement (WA 96) have been
located at Conegore Comer and Camel Hill Farm, indicating likcly activity
and settlement within this period. To the west of these sites, extant traces of
Ridge and Furrow cultivation are still visible at Plowage and Camel Cross
{WA 97 and 98), immediately to the north of the present A303, 1.5km to the
west of the western end of the proposed improvements.

Within the wider area, this period saw a large increase in the number of
scttlements. Medieval settlements, including shrunken and deserted sites are
known at Podimore, Milton, Tittle Marston, West Came) and Hazlegrove. At
least one moated site at Coages deer park is found just to the north of the
Study Area.

The Post-medieval period (c. AD) 1500-1800)

The only firmly dated site founded in this period is the 18 century
Hazelgrove Housc and grade T registered park and gardens (WA 99). The
southern end of the drive, which connects the House to an entrance onto the
A303, is directly impacted by the proposed improvements.

Modern and undated features (c. AD 180N-present)

Within the Study Area, a 19" century limekiln and limestone quarry (WA
100} are situated to the south of Ridge Copse, 100m south of the present line
of the A303, Within the Study Area, a small number of undated features
were noted. A group of quarty pits were located during evaluations of the
prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval settlements at Camel Hill Farm
(WA 86-91 and 96). Although undated, these features arc likely to related to
modern limestone extraction,

Elsewhere, undated linear and curvilinear features were noted in geophysical
and aeria] survey, immediately to the north and south of the A303 at
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Conegore Corner (WA 101-2), close (o the evaluated settlements at Camel
Hill Farm (WA 103), south of Pepper Hill Copse (WA 104) and immediatcly
north of the Sparkford roundabout (WA 105). In all but one case (WA 103),
later evaluation only produced negative results in these areas (WA 111-114),

A number of current and former mihtary sites are located within the Study
Area, but outside the probable impact area. Yeovilton Navel Air Basc (WA
100) lies 2.5km to the west of Queen Camel. Two former ROC posts (WA
107-8) associated with the air base are located south of the present A303,
opposite Camel Hill House and between 25-50m south of the proposed road
improvements.

CONCLUSIONS
Archaeological potential

The Study Area has been shown to contain a high potential for new
archaeological significant features, likely to date from the Early Iron Age to
the present.

A large significant multi-period scttlement has been identified at Camel Hill
Farmm (WA 86-91 and 96) at the most 500m from the western end of the
proposed road improvements.

Three separate sites have produced Anglo-Saxon burials and grave-goods
(WA 92-4), less than 50m to the south of the present A303. At least two
groups of undated limear and circular featurcs (WA 104-5) are located within
the impact area, although attempts to Jocate them by evaluation trenches have
tailed.

A limekiln, quarty and two military observation posts (WA 100, 107-8) are
recorded as being located within 200m south of the proposed impact area.

The park and gardens of Hazelgrove House are grade II listed on English
Heritage’s Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Intercst. The
associated drive is impacted by the proposed work.

Assessment of previous impact

Construction and improvement of the present A303 is expected to have had a
high impact on any existing archaeological deposits or features. While this is
likely to have significantly truncated previous archacological deposits within
the road lime, some potential may exist for the partial survival of substantial
archaeological features.

The arca around Queen Camel Hill has been subject to limestone guarrying
and instaliing and maintenance of scrvices. While this has lcad to the
discovery and removal of some significant archacological material, the area
affcct 1s likely to have relatively little impact on the overail potential of the
area.




42.3 A large part of the farmland within the Study Area appears to have becn
pasture, with a correspeondingly low impact from plough-damage on any
surviving archacological deposits or features. Areas of 1dentified Ridge and
Furrow cultivation tend to be located some distance from the impact area.

4.3 Impact of the proposed development

43.1  All three options have the same impact on the known archacological
resource. The proposed raised overbridge linking the Hazelgrove House
drive to the A359 will both impact directly and visnally the grade IT listed
park and gardens and drive (WA 99),

43.2  The proposed works also dircctly impacts on two areas of possible
archaeological features, south of Pepper Hill Copse (WA 104) and Sparktford
roundabout (WA 105)

4.3.3  The proposed improvements run to within 30m of the nearest Anglo-Saxon
burials (WA 92-3). The potential lor further burials of a similar date must be
high.

4.4 Proposed archaeological work

441 The results of this assessment should be reviewed and refined once further
detailed plans of the proposed development impacts are available.

4.4.2  In the absence of detailed information on the depth and extent of the imnpact
from the proposed road improvements and associated earth movements, it
would be envisaged that some degree of additional archaeological [ieldwork

would be required to mitigate probable damage to the archacological
resource.

443  Such mitigation may include additional trenched evaluation and excavation
and/or a watching brief dunng works, depending on evaluation results.
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